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PREFACK. 


HE  {greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  writers  of  the  present  century,  has  said  :  "The  history  of  a 
country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the  lives  of  its  people."  In  con- 
formity with  this  idea,  the  Bioghaimiical  Record  has  been  prepared. 
Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and  taking  therefrom  dry  statistical 
matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our  corps  of  writers  have 
gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their  enterprise 
and  industry,  brought  this  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among 
those  i(mi])ii^ing  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  Xo  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelligent 
public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the  imitation 
of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  .some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by  industry  and 
economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited  advantages  for  securing 
an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  un  influence  extending  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who  have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of 
life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have,  become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in 
every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and  records  how  that  success  has  usually 
crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very  many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the 
world,  have  pursued  the  "even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content  to  have  it  said  of  them,  as  Christ 
saitl  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "  They  nave  done  what  they  could."  It 
tells  liow  many,  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood,  left  the  plow  and  the  anvil,  the 
lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "  to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was 
restored  and  peace  once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every 
woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not  be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from 
the  fact  that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which 
would  otherwise  be  inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work, 
and  every  opportunity  possible  given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has 
been  written  ;  and  the  publishers  flatter  themselves  that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with 
few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  biographical  sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of 
representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume. 
For  this  the  publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some 
refused  to  give  the  information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent. 
Occasionally  some  member  of  the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such 
opposition  the  support  of  the  interested  one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men 
never  could  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made  at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

.March,  1901.  TiiK  S.  J.  Ci.aukk  Pihi.isiiing  Co. 
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^orLL),      XATHAXIEL      BART- 
K^      J^ETT.     Honored    aiul    respected 
^M      Ijy  all,  there    is  no    man    in  Cam- 
bridge who   occupies   a   more   en- 
viable   iKJsition     in    business    circles    than 
Nathaniel  B.  Gould,  not  alone  on  account 
of  the  success  he  has  achieved,  but  also  on 
account  of  the  honorable,   straightforward 
business  policy  he  has  ever  followed.     He 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  public 
affairs,  and  is  now  serving  as  president  of 
the  board  of    trustees    of    Cambridge    and 
treasurer  of  the  Old  Settlers  Association. 

Mr.  Gould  was  born  in  Piermont,  Graf- 
ton county,  New  Hampshire,  ]\Iarch  31, 
18.28,  but  in  early  life  removed  with  the  fam- 
ily to  Canaan,  in  the  same  county.  He 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Zaccheus  Gould, 
who  was  born  in  England  about  1589,  and 
came  to  America  about  1638.  locating  trnally 
at  Topsfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  in 
1670.  His  wife,  Phebe  Goiild.  passed  away 
in  1663,  leaving  one  son  and  five  daughters, 
all  of  whom  married  and  had  families. 
Their  descendants  in  this  country  are  now 
quite  numerous,  and  are  represented  in  the 
various  branches  of  industry  and  the  learned 
professions. 

Amos  Gould,  Sr,,  the  grandfather  of  can- 
subject,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 


war,  and  at  the  close  of  that  struggle  moved 
from  Salem,  jMassachusetts,  to  Canaan, 
New  Hampshire.  He  was  at  West  Point 
^^■hen  Arnold's  treason  was  discovered. 
He  was  born  at  Boxford,  New  Hampshire, 
December  12,  1761,  and  died  at  Piermont, 
that  state,  December  28,  1853.  On  the 
14th  of  June,  1786,  he  married  Rebecca 
Perley,  and  to  them  were  born  thirteen 
children. 

Amos  Gould,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in  1790, 
and  there  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Harris 
Bartlett,  a  native  of  Canaan,  that  state,  and 
a  descendant  of  one  of  the  early  Massachu- 
setts colonists.  Her  father,  Nathaniel  Bart- 
lett, fought  seven  years  for  American  in- 
dependence as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Amos  Gould,  Jr.,  came  west  in  1856, 
and  settled  in  Moline,  Rock  Island  county. 
Illinois.  His  death  occurred  in  Moline,  in 
1864,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  devoted 
Christian,  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  Unto  them  were  born 
nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters, 
namely:  John  M.,  a  resident  of  Moline; 
Amos,  Lyfe  Y..  Nathaniel  B.  and  Mrs. 
Nancy  J.  Dean,  who  are  all  living  in  Cam- 
bridge; Daniel  \\'.,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Moline;  George  D.,  who  was  born  March 
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26,  1S35,  died  in  1882;  Susannah,  widow  of 
B.  H.  Burrows  and  a  resident  of  Andover 
township,  Henry  county;  and  Lora  H..  who 
was  born  October  5,  1838,  married  J.  11. 
Dean,  and  (bed  in  1865. 

The  early  hfe  of  Xathaniel  V,.  (iould 
wa^  v])ent  on  a  farm  in  his  native  state,  and 
his  e(hicati(in  was  acijuired  in  its  common 
schools.  Cdnun.t;-  west  in  April,  1851.  he 
located  in  Mnline.  lllinnis.  and  from  1852 
until  1S56  was  employed  as  a  traveling  sales- 
man by  John  Deere.  In  the  latter  year  he 
came  to  Caml)ridg'e,  where  he  conducted  a 
hotel  and  li\'cry  stalile  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  Amcis  until  i8')i,  when  he  moxed 
to  a  farm,  and  for  tliree  years  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has, 
however,  been  interested  in  farming  since 
that  time,  but  not  as  a  resident  farmer.  Re- 
turning to  Cambridge,  he  and  liis  brother 
Amos,  under  the  fimi  name  of  A.  &  X.  B. 
Gould,  laid  out  the  Gould  adcHtion  ti:)  that 
village.  He  has  since  been  intcrestetl  in  \"a- 
rious  business  enterprises,  and  on  the  ist  of 
July,  1881,  assisted  in  organizing  the  First 
National  Bank,  of  which  he  has  since  been 
president.  The  bank  was  organized  with  a 
paid-up  capital  of  rtfty  thousand  dollars  and 
has  a  surplus  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  safe,  conservati\e  policy  which 
he  inaugurated  commends  itself  to  the  judg- 
ment of  all. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1859.  Mr. 
Gould  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hilary  J.  Jennings,  who  was  born  in  Elm- 
wood,  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  and  completed 
her  education  at  Lombard  College,  Gales- 
burg.  Her  ])arents  were  Levi  and  Susan  H. 
(Shephard)  Jennings,  of  Cambridge  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  the  father  was  ex- 
tensively and  successfully  engaged  in  stock 
raising,  his  specialty  being  sheep.     He  died 


December  29,  1859,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
vears,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  at 
Cambridge  February  4,  1888.  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five.  Levi  Jennings  was  born  in 
Salem.  Ohio,  of  (juaker  >tock.  .March  10. 
1795,  and  there  lived  until  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  when  he  married  Miss  Susan  H. 
Shepherd,  who  was  born  August  20.  181 3. 
the  day  her  father,  John  Shepherd,  returned 
from  the  war  of  1812.  In  1835  Levi  Jen- 
nings removed  with  his  famil>-  to  Peoria 
county,  Illinois,  having  previously  \-isited 
the  country  and  purchasing  a  large  tract  of 
land.  His  land  purchases  were  quite  e.x- ■ 
tensive  in  Peoria.  Knox  and  Henry  counties, 
Illinois,  and  prior  to  bis  death  had  accumu- 
lated a  handsome  fortune.  In  i84()  he  lo- 
cated in  Cambridge  township,  where  he  built 
one  of  the  first  really  good  houses  in  the 
township,  which  is  yet  standing.  The 
children  of  Levi  and  Susan  H.  Jennings 
were:  Ann,  wife  of  James  Bush,  a  fanner  of 
.\dair  county,  Iowa:  [Mary  J.,  wife  of  our 
subject:  and  John  L.  To  "^Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Gould  were  I)orn  two  daughters:  Nellie  L. 
and  Katie  'SI.  The  latter  is  now  the  wife  of 
W.  F.  Hays,  of  Seattle,  Washington,  by 
whom  she  has  one  child,  Catherine  (iould 
Hays.  Nellie  L.,  born  October  20,  i8()3. 
ched  February  2^.  1S79,  and  her  death  was  a 
heavy  lilow,  not  only  to  her  family,  but  to  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  She  was  a  most  ami- 
able young  lady,  of  more  than  ordin;n-y 
promise,  and  a  bright  scholar  who  was  pre- 
paring to  enter  \'assar  College. 

Politically  '\[v.  Gould  has  been  an  ardent 
Republican  since  the  formation  of  that  partv. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  town  and  county,  and  has  been 
honored  with  several  imiKirtant  official  po- 
sitions. Fie  was  chairman  of  the  building- 
committee  which  had  charge  of  the  construe- 
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tion  of  the  court  house,  completed  in  iS8o, 
at  a  cost  of  seventy-five  tliousand  dollars, 
e\cry  cent  of  wliich  had  heen  paid  at  that 
time.  It  is  an  excellent  and  substantial  hre- 
prD'if  liuildiu!;-,  and  stands  as  a  mciiiument 
f.  lIiM>c  whn  had  it  in  char-e.  Mr.  ( i.  mid 
has  been  an  imi)ortant  factor  in  educational 
affairs;  was  a  memlier  of  the  sclmxil  board 
for  the  long  ])eriod  of  seventeen  years,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  man  in  Cambridge 
has  devoted  more  time  to  educalidual  and 
ifher  matters  of  general  benefit,  he  beiiiii' 
one  of  the  most  progressive  and  public-spir- 
ued  men  of  ]  lem-y  county,  lie  .served  as 
-■^uper\■isl)r  of  Cambridge  township  fnr  twen- 
ty-six }-ears.  and  has  been  quite  an  active 
member  of  the  agricultural  board.  In  18(^5 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  village  board 
which  position  he  still  holds.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  board  and  chairman  of  the  coiu- 
mittee  at  the  time  the  water  works  were  put 
in,  in  1896.  The  financial  trouble  then  pre- 
vailing prevented  the  village  from  selling  it.-' 
bonds,  and  it  was  only  by  Mr.  Gould's  public 
spirit  in  giving  the  village  the  benefit  of  his 
credit  that  the  water  works  were  completed 
that  season.  Mr.  Gould  organized  the  Ar- 
mory Hall  Company,  and  has  since  been  it.s 
president.  It  built  the  large  building  known 
as  the  armory  hall,  which  is  occupied  by  the 
bank  and  a  general  store  on  the  ground 
floor,  the  hall  above  being  ^os.(jo.  In  the 
erection  of  store  buildings  Mr.  Gould  has 
done  much  for  the  village.  He  and  his 
brother  Ames  built  and  are  the  present 
owners  of  the  Gould  block,  and  he  has  as- 
sisted many  others  to  build. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Gould  has  always  been 
ready  to  discharge  any  duty  devolving  upon 
him,  and  the  best  years  of  his  life  have  been 
given  to  the  building  up  and  advancement 
of  his  adopted  village  and  county.    Few  men 


are  better  known  throughout  this  section  of 
the  state  than  N.  B.  Gould,  who  is  honored 
for  his  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies 
of  character. 


J.  R.  GAMBLE. 

Among  the  highly  respected  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Kewanee  is  numbered  J. 
R.  Gamble,  whose  home  is  at  No.  loi  North 
r.mr  street.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Philadelphia, 
September  23,  1832.  His  parents,  George 
.\.  and  Susanah  G.  (Guthridge)  Gamble, 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  England, 
where  the  father  was  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business  until  his  emigration  to  Amer- 
ica in  1831.  After  nine  months  spent  in 
this  country  he  returned  to  his  native  land, 
but  at  the  end  of  another  nine  months  he 
again  crossed  the  ocean  and  located  per- 
manently in  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  morocco. 
There  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
and  his  wife  who  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  died  in  the  same 
city  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  In  their 
family  were  thirteen  children,  of  whom  our 
.subject  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  His 
sister  and  brother,  Susanah  antl  Frank  B  , 
are  still  residents  of  Philadelphia. 

In  that  city  J.  R.  Gamble  was  reared 
and  educated,  and  on  starting  out  in  life  for 
hiiuself  worked  in  a  ship  chandler's  or  naval 
supply  store  for  two  years.  Subsecjuently 
he  served  a  four  years'  apprenticeship  at 
the  carpenter's  trade,  and  having  thorough- 
ly mastered  the  business,  he  came  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  in  1855  and  located  in  Ke- 
wanee, making  his  home  ever  since  on  the 
corner  where  he  now  resides.     On  locating 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


here  the  \illage  contained  a  population  of 
not  more  than  one  thousand,  and  with  its 
growth  and  progress  lie  has  since  heen 
prominently  identified.  As  a  carpenter  and 
contractor  he  has  done  an  extensive  busi- 
ness and  has  erected  many  buildings  in  the 
town  and  surrounding  country,  including 
the  factory  buildings  of  the  firm  of  Pierce 
&  Haxtun. 

Mr.  Gamble  was  married  in  Philadel- 
phia, October  30,  1855,  to  Miss  ^Nlaria  P. 
Woolley,  also  a  native  of  that  city  and  a 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Eliza  W'oulley. 
who  were  born  in  Penns}-h'ania  and  are 
now  deceased.  In  their  family  were  ten 
children,  namely :  William,  a  resident  of 
Philadelphia;  Anna,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Charles  Corkhill  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years;  !Maria  P.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Jane,  wife  of  J(jhn  Kliss,  of  Phila- 
delphia; Harriet,  wife  of  Mr.  Redford,  of 
Oregon;  Susan,  who  died  young;  Ruth, 
wife  of  Dickinson  \\"oodruff,  of  Trenton, 
New  Jersey;  and  Lydia,  who  married  E. 
L.  Miner  and  died  at  the  age  uf  forty-five 
years. 

To  i\Ir.  and  INIrs.  Gamble  ha\e  been 
born  the  following  children:  I'lorence  N., 
wife  of  Charles  Payne,  of  Kewanee;  Kate 
B.,  who  is  the  widow  of  A.  O.  Warner  and 
has  one  child,  Louise  W. ;  George  H., 
pastor  of  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church 
of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  who  married 
Margaret  Hawthorne  and  has  four  children, 
George,  William,  Ross  and  Paul;  Joseph 
N.,  a  resident  of  Kewanee,  who  married 
Fanny  Tunnicliff  and  has  four  children, 
Ruth,  Margerie,  Don  and  Catherine;  Su- 
sanah,  wife  of  Rev.  Ellis  M.  Jones,  a  Bap- 
tist minister  of  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska, 
by  whom  she  has  two  children.  Miriam  and 
Esther;   Fred   B.,   a  resident  of   Kewanee, 


who  married  Eleanor  Cramb  and  has  two 
children.  Frederick  and  Florence;  and  Ross 
W.  and  Louise  ^L,  both  at  home.  The 
parents  are  active  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr. 
Gamble  is  a  Republican.  He  is  widely  and 
favorably  known,  and  has  many  warm 
friends  in  the  comnnmity  where  he  has  so 
long  made  his  home. 


JOHX  II.  SMITH. 

John  H.  Smith,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  highly  respected  and  honored  citizens 
of  Henry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  for  some 
years,  but  had  laid  aside  business  cares  and 
was  living  a  retired  life  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Pie  was  born  in  I'russia,  Germany, 
November  17,  1S18,  and  was  seventeen 
}'ears  of  age  when  he  bade  good-by  to 
friends  and  native  land  and  came  to  the 
L'nited  States,  landing  in  New  York.  He 
first  located  near  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,, 
and  was  engaged  in  teaming  between  that 
city  and  Cumberland  for  some  years. 

In  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  ^Nlr. 
Smith  married  Aliss  Ann  Messe,  a  native 
of  that  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Ann  (FeidlerJ  [Nlesse,  also  natives  of 
the  Keystone  state.  Throughout  life  the 
father  followed  the  miller's  trade  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Somerset  county,  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years,  his  wife  surviving  him  four 
years.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith,  of  whom  one  son  and  three 
daughters  are  still  living,  namely :  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Aaron  Ott,  a  druggist 
of  Marion,  Kansas,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, Vida,  Mamie,  Milford  and  Roy. 
Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  J.   Kerr. 
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of  Corsicana,  Texas.  Nancy,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Genesee,  is  the  widow  of  Peter 
llrumm,  who  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
Cicneseo  township,  and  they  have  had  three 
children;  Vena  and  Jessie,  both  Hving.  and 
lloward,  deceased.  John,  a  prominent 
farmer,  who  is  now  operating  the  old  home 
place,  married  Mollie,  daughter  of  Henry 
Goembel,  of  Geneseo,  and  they  ha\'e  one 
child,   Neva. 

On  leaving  Pennsylvania,  in  1851,  Mr. 
Smith  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and 
])urchased  a  farm  in  Edford  township,  on 
which  he  lived  for  some  years,  but  about 
i860  removed  to  Geneseo  township,  locat- 
ing just  north  of  the  city,  where  he  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock  raising  until 
1 89 1.  That  3'ear  he  purchased  a  home  on 
North  State  street,  Geneseo,  where  he  lived 
retired  until  called  from  this  life  on  the  nth 
of  April,  1900,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Oak- 
wood  cemetery,  Geneseo.  He  was  always 
a  public-spirited  man,  advocating  all  meas- 
ueres  that  tended  to  improve  the  welfare 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and 
lie  was  therefore  recognized  as  one  of  its 
most  useful  and  valued  citizens.  He  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
and  a  constant  attendant  upon  its  services. 
In  his  home  he  was  a  most  e.xemplary  hus- 
band and  father,  and  in  both  business  and 
private  life  made  many  friends  and  no  en- 
emies. His  death  was  deeply  mourned  in  the 
community  where  so  large  a  part  of  his  life 
was  spent. 


HENRY  GOEMBEL. 

Henry  Goembel,  deceased,  was  for  over 
a  third  of  a  century  an  honored  resident  of 
Henry  county.    lie  was  ever  faithful  to  his 


duties  of  citizenship,  and  by  the  successful 
conduct  of  his  business  interests  not  only 
promoted  his  individual  success  but  also 
advanced  the  general  prosperity.  In  his  life 
span  of  seventy-eight  years  he  accomplished 
much,  and  left  behind  an  honorable  record 
well  worthy  of  periietuation. 

Mr.  Goembel  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Nederaula,  Hesse,  Germany,  June  14,  1822, 
on  the  river  Fulda,  a  tributary  to  the  Rhine, 
and  was  the  oldest  son  of  Sebastian  and 
Anna  Goembel,  both  of  Hessian  birth.  His 
parental  grandfather  was  one  of  the  Hes- 
sian soldiers  who  were  hired  by  the  Eng- 
lish government  to  aid  the  British  in  the 
American  Revolution,  being  literally  sold 
by  the  German  ruler,  as  that  nation  holds 
the  ownership  of  its  subjects  until  a  certain 
amount  of  military  duty  is  performed. 
Under  such  circumstances  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  was  taken  prisoner  at  New  York 
by  the  Continental  troops.  After  his  re- 
lease he  became  a  loyal  adherent  of  the 
colonial  government,  and  engaged  in  clerk- 
ing until  peace  was  restored,  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  land.  In  1834  his  son, 
Sebastian,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
eight  children,  came  to  the  United  States, 
taking  passage  at  Bremen  on  the  Ernest 
Gustav,  a  German  sailing  vessel,  and  land- 
ing in  New  Orleans  after  a  long  and  tedi- 
ous voyage  of  sixty-nine  days.  After  two 
weeks  spent  in  the  Crescent  City  they  pro- 
ceeded to  St.  Louis,  and  from  there  went 
to  Havana,  Illinois,  where  they  remained 
one  month.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they 
went  to  Peoria,  then  known  as  Fort  Clark. 
They  finally  located  on  Farm  creek,  in 
Tazewell  county,  where  the  father  of  our 
subject  purchased  a  claim  when  the  land 
came  into  market.  At  that  time  a  log  house 
constituted  the  only  improvement    on    the 
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place,  but  it  was  not  many  years  before  the 
land  was  under  excellent  cultivation  and 
adorned  with  good  and  substantial  build- 
ings, it  being  the  home  of  the  family  for 
several  years.  The  parents  spent  their  last 
days  in  Washington,  Tazewell  county. 

Henry  Coembel  was  only  twehe  years 
of  age  on  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
the  new  w<irkl.  and  in  Tazewell  county,  Illi- 
nois, he  grew  to  manhood,  remaining  under 
the  parental  roof  until  1849,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  timber  land  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  old  homestead  and  built  there- 
on a  frame  house.  Being  a  natural  me- 
chanic and  familiar  with  the  use  of  tools, 
he  did  most  of  the  work  on  this  building 
himself.  He  resided  there  until  1864,  and 
in  the  meantime  placed  aliout  half  of  the 
two  hundred  acres  under  cultivation.  In 
October  of  that  A-ear  he  came  to  Henry 
county  and  purchased  a  partially  improved 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Alba  town- 
ship, to  the  further  development  and  culti- 
vation of  which  he  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention for  some  years.  He  prospered  in 
his  new  home  and  became  the  owner  of 
seven  hundred  acres  of  very  \aluable  and 
productive  land.  He  also  had  two  good 
farms  in  Phenix  township,  and  forty  acres 
near  Geneseo.  to  which  city  he  and  his  fam- 
ily removed  in  1872.  There  he  practically 
led  a  retired  life,  having  acquired  a  hand- 
some competence  which  enabled  him  to  lay 
aside  all  active  labor  and  spend  his  last 
years  in  ease  and  quiet,  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  of  life. 

In  1S49  ^I''-  Goembel  married  ]\Iiss 
Catherine  Fey,  also  a  native  of  the  province 
of  Hesse,  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  Fey,  who  brought 
their  family  to  America  when  she  was 
about  twenty  years  of  age  and  settled  near 


Peoria,  where  they  resided  and  then  moved 
to  Chatsworth,  Livingston  county,  Illinois, 
but  both  died  when  well  advanced  in  life 
in  Hooppole,  Illinois.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goembel  were  born  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  namely:  (i)  Zacha- 
riah  T.  was  for  some  years  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Phenix  township,  this  county,  but 
in  the  spring  of  1900  moved  to  Prophets- 
town.  Whiteside  county,  where  he  now  fol- 
lows the  same  pursuit.  He  married  INIrs. 
Annie  Ruck,  and  they  have  three  children. 
\\'illiam,  Herbert  and  Alice.  (2)  Charles 
C,  a  farmer  of  Hooppole.  Henry  county, 
married  Lizzie  Greenwood  and  they  had 
eight  children,  Claude,  ]Musy,  }ilillie,  Carl. 
Cassie.   Bessie,    Pearl   and   an    infant    son. 

(3)  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Greenwood, 
a  farmer  of  Hooppole,  and  they  have  nine 
children,  Charles.  John.  Alattie,  Henry.  Jo- 
seph, Forrest,  Aaron,  Zachariah  and  Katie. 

(4)  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Lawrence  Seyl- 
ler,  a  real  estate  dealer  of  Arkansas,  and 
they  have  six  children,  \"ida,  Roy,  Mollie. 
Charles,  Ethel  and  Mauley.  (5)  John  H., 
a  retired  citizen  of  Geneseo,  married  Hat- 
tie  flines.  (6)  Mollie  is  the  wife  of  John 
Smith,  a  farmer  of  Geneseo  township,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Xeva.  (7 )  Henry,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Geneseo  township,  married  Julia 
Bubeck,  and  they  have  two  children.  Flora 
and  Lucille.  (8)  Katie  is  the  wife  of  Theo- 
dore Becker,  a  prominent  dry  goods  and 
hardware  merchant  of  Geneseo.  whose  pleas- 
ant residence  is  just  north  of  Mrs.  Goem- 
bel's  home  on  North  State  street,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Leslie  Goembel,  Ho- 
bart  Theodore  and  Marguerite  Mildred. 

Mr.  Goembel  died  at  his  home  in 
Geneseo,  May  8,  1900.  He  was  highly 
honored    for   his   Christian   and   benevolent 
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character  and  was  greatly  respected  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  Those  who  knew  iiim  best 
were  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends, 
and  in  liis  death  the  community  realized 
that  it  had  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens.  He 
was  dcvoteil  to  his  family  and  in  every  re- 
spect was  a  true  gentleman. 


CHARLES  E.  STLRTZ. 

Charles  E.  Slurtz,  a  leading  and  promi- 
nent attorney  of  Kewanee,  Illinois,  was  Ixirn 
on  the  i)th  of  November,  1864,  in  Somer- 
set count}',  Pennsylvania,  not  far  from 
Cuml)erland,  Maryland,  and  is  a  son  of 
Charles  and  Catherine  (Kennell)  Sturtz, 
also  natives  of  that  county  and  representa- 
tives of  old  Pennsylvania  families.  In  1869 
the  parents,  accompanied  by  their  children, 
removed  to  Illinois,  locating  near  Sterling'. 
Whiteside  county,  where  they  have  since 
made  their  home,  the  father  being  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  born  July  6,  1S39,  and 
still  enjoys  good  health.  In  his  native  state 
he  followed  the  occupation  of  school  teach- 
ing, and  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  H,  of  a 
regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, but  was  later  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  orderly  sergeant.  His  wife  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent  and  her  ancestors  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania  and  ^Iar\-- 
land.  In  their  family  were  nine  children, 
all  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely:  O.  L., 
a  photographer  of  South  Bend,  Indiana; 
Charles  E.,  our  subject;  Alice,  wife  of  H. 
T.  Bowman,  of  Dixon,  Illinois;  William 
S.,  a  resident  of  Sterling;  flattie,  wife  of 
Arthur  Emmett,  of  Rock  Ealls,  Illinois; 
Grant,  a  dentist  of  Marietta.  Mississippi; 
Lewis   J.,   a   photographer   of   Green   Bay, 


Michigan ;  Herman,  a  dentist  of  Marietta, 
Mississippi ;  and  Cora  E.,  wife  of  Clarence 
Ward,  of  Rock  Falls,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Sturtz,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Whiteside  coun- 
ty, and  later  attended  Dixon  College,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  in 
\Miiteside  county  for  four  years,  in  the 
meanuhile  devoting  his  spare  time  and  vo- 
cations to  the  study  of  law  under  the  di- 
rection of  Attorneys  ^lannahan  and  Ward, 
of  Sterling.  He  also  took  his  Blackstone 
with  him  on  expeditions  of  pedagog>-.  In 
the  fall  of  1887  he  entered  Knox  College, 
Galesburg,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1891,  receiving  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
science.  All  this  time  he  was  pursuing  his 
law  studies  during  vacations,  and  after  leav- 
ing Knox  College,  he  entered  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  received  the  degree 
of  bachelor  of  laws  in  1892,  being  admitted 
to  the  bar  the  same  year.  He  spent  one 
year  in  the  law  office  of  Otis  &  Graves  at 
Chicago,  and  in  1S93  came  to  Kewanee, 
where  he  has  succeeded  in  building  up  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice.  He  has  a 
well  equipped  modern  law  oflice  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Treniont  and  Third  streets. 

On  the  i6th  of  September,  1892,  Mr. 
Sturtz  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Allie  C.  Price,  of  Xeponset,  Illinois,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Price,  who  now  resides 
in  Kewanee.  By  this  union  has  been  born 
a  daughter,  Zola  May,  now  six  years  of  age. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Sturtz  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  politically  is  ideiiti- 
lied  with  the  Republican  parly.  In  1894, 
1895  and  1896  he  was  elected  city  attorney 
for  terms  of  one  year  each,  and  in  1899 
was  re-elected  for  a  term  of  two  vears.  be- 
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ing  the  present  incumbent  in  that  office.  He 
is  also  serving  as  secretary  of  the  board  of 
education,  to  which  position  he  was  elected 
in  1S99  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  committee  on  teachers  and 
text  books.  Socially  he  is  deservedly  pop- 
ular, as  he  is  affable  and  courteous  in  man- 
ner and  possesses  that  essential  qualifica- 
tion to  success  in  public  life,  that  of  mak- 
ing friends  readily  and  of  strengthening  the 
ties  of  all  friendships  as  time  advances. 


JA^IES  K.  BLISH. 

As  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Kewanee  and  one  of  the  leading  attorneys 
of  this  section  of  the  state.  Jas.  K.  Blish  is 
widely  known  and  uni\-ersally  respected.  A 
native  of  Henry  c<aint}-.  he  was  born  on  the 
2nd  day  of  'Sln.y.  1S43,  within  a  mile  of 
where  tlie  bank  now  stands,  and  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  promi- 
nent families.  On  the  paternal  side  he  traces 
his  ancestry  back  to  Abraham  Blish.  who 
emigrated  from  England,  ami  located  at 
Duxbury,  north  of  Plymouth,  Massachu- 
setts, about  1637,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  time,  but  in  1642  removed  to 
Barnstable,  the  same  state,  there  spending 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  son  Joseph, 
from  whom  our  subject  is  descended,  w^as  a 
life-long  resident  of  Barnstable  and  a  far- 
mer by  occupation.  In  the  hitter's  family 
w'as  Tristram  Blish,  who  was  born  in  Barn- 
stable, and  married  Annie  Fuller,  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  Edward  Fuller,  who  came 
to  this  country  in  the  Mayflower.  In  1725 
they  removed  to  Colchester,  Connecticut, 
where  their  last  days  were  spent  uiion  a 
farm.   Of  their  seven  children,  David,  the 


fifth  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  in  Colchester 
and  married  Zeruiah  Skinner.  He  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  served  as  sergeant  in  a 
company  from  Connecticut.  He  died  in  the 
town  of  Marlboro,  which  was  formed  from 
a  part  of  Colchester,  Glastonbury  and  Heb- 
ron. His  son,  Thomas  Blish,  was  born  in 
Glastonbury,  and  for  many  years  served  as 
deacon  in  the  old  New  England  church  at 
that  place.  He  married  Prudence  Hubbard, 
and  to  them  were  born  four  children. 

Of  this  family  Colonel  Sylvester  Blish, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  third  in 
order  of  birth.  He  was  born  and  reared  in 
Glastonbury,  Hartford  county,  Connecticut, 
and  in  early  life  engaged  in  farming  and 
trading  there.  In  company  with  Rev.  Itha- 
mar  Pillsbury  and  Elizur  Goodrich,  he  was 
appointed  a  commissioner  in  1836  by  the 
Connecticut  Association  organized  in  Weth- 
ersfield,  and  sent  to  Illinois  to  select  land  for 
a  colon3^  Coming  to  Henry  county,  they 
purchased  fifteen  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
what  is  now  \\'ethersfield  and  Kewanee 
townships,  after  spending  about  three  months 
in  carefully  inspecting  this  locality,  and  they 
displayed  remarkable  foresiglit  in  their  selec- 
tion. At  the  end  of  that  time  tliey  returned 
to  Connecticut,  but  in  the  spiking  of  1837 
jNIr.  Blish  again  came  to  Illinois,  driving 
through  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  the  journey  consuming  six  weeks. 
C)n  reaching  his  destination  he  erected  a  log 
cabin  upon  his  land,  about  fifteen  by  twenty 
feet,  with  a  loft  overhead,  which  was  his 
home  for  many  years,  but  has  since  been  torn 
tlown.  He  was  one  of  the  largest  land  own- 
ers in  this  sec'tion  in  early  days,  and  engaged 
in.  farming  in  connection  with  his  land  ven- 
tures. He  had  served  as  colonel  in  the  state 
militia  of  Connecticut  for  many  years,  and 
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always  bore  that  title.  Two  years  after  lo- 
cating in  Wethcrsfiekl  he  opened  an  inn, 
■which  he  conducted  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, it  being  the  stopping  place  of  all  the 
stage  lines  passing  throug'h  this  locality. 
Mr.  Blish  was  the  first  postmaster  of  Weth- 
ersfaeld,  and  one  of  the  first  county  commis- 
sioners, and  took  a  very  active  part  in  organ- 
izing the  county  and  in  all  public  matters. 
He  died  in  1855,  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Rhoda  Cheney,  passed  away 
in  187S.  In  their  famly  were  five  chldren, 
namely:  William  Henry,  who  died  in  Weth- 
ersfield  in  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  leaving  eight  children;  Thomas,  who 
died  in  Galena,  leaving  two  children  who 
are  still  living  there ;  Charles  Cheney,  father 
of  our  subject;  Prudence  Hubbard,  who  mar- 
ried Hon.  James  Knox,  a  member  of  con- 
gress,and  both  are  now  deceased ;  and  George 
Cheney,  who  died  in  Chicago,  leaving  seven 
children,  who  still  reside  there. 

Charles  C.  Blish,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  iKirn  in  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  in 
May,  1820,  and  was  educated  in  that  state, 
grauating  from  the  Middletown  .\cadeniy. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Illinois,  and  took  up  surveying,  which 
he  followed  for  twenty  years,  serving  as 
county  surveyor  for  many  terms.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
I\Iiss  Elizabeth  P.  Bonar,  a  native  of  Knox 
county,  Ohio,  and  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  nine  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Her  father,  Matliew  Bonar,  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  1839  came  with  his  family  to  Illinois, 
locating  on  Walnut  creek,  in  Knox  county, 
where  he  purcha.sed  a  partially  improved 
farm  and  lived  for  a  number  of  years.  When 
he  discontinued  .surveying.  Charles  C.  Blish 
turned  his  attention  to   farming  and   stock 


raising,  which  he  successfully  fullowed  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Decemi>er  15, 
1890.  His  wife  died  June  13.  1900.  To 
thetn  were  Ijorn  six  children,  but  only  two 
reached  years  of  maturity,  these  being  J.  K., 
our  subject;  and  Mathcw  Bonar.  who  is  a 
resident  of  Kewanee.  though  engaged  in 
farming  in  Wethersfield  township.  He  mar- 
ried Matha  F.  Morrill,  and  they  have  three 
children. 

The  primary  education  of  J.  K.  Blish 
was  obtained  in  the  Union  school  of  Weth- 
ersfield and  Kewanee.  He  was  next  a  stu- 
dent in  the  preparatory  school  at  Ann  .Vrlxir, 
and  in  i86j  entered  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, where  he  was  graduated  in  1866,  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.,  after  pursuing  the  regu- 
lar collegiate  course.  Returning  to  his  home 
in  this  county,  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Wethersfield  township  for  three  years,  and 
then  went  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  where 
the  following  two  years  were  spent  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Kiter.  Bonar  &  Blish, 
manufacturers  of  blank  books.  On  selling 
out  his  interest  there  lie  went  to  Ciiicago. 
where,  in  the  employ  of  J.  W.  Middletown, 
he  engaged  in  the  same  business  until  the  big 
fire  of  1 87 1,  and  then  returnet.1  to  Kewanee 
and  entered  the  law  ofiice  oi  Howe  &  Xorth 
as  a  student.  1  le  took  the  rccpiired  examina- 
tion before  the  supreme  court  at  Springfield 
nnd  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873.  since 
which  time  he  has  successfully  engaged  in 
the  general  practice  of  law  at  Kewanee. 
1  le  was  alone  until  i8.S«>,  when  he  fonned  his 
present  partnership  with  William  Lawsiin. 
This  is  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  of  west- 
ern Illinois,  anil  they  enjoy  a  large  and  lu- 
crative i»r.nctice.  On  the  organization  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Kewanee.  in 
1S70.  Mr.  Blish's  father  l)ccame  president, 
;nid  filled  the  oflicc  lor  alHUit  twenty  years. 
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In  1 886  our  subject  was  elected  a  director, 
and  since  1S94  has  served  as  its  president. 
He  is  not  only  a  lawyer  of  ability  and  promi- 
nence, but  is  also  a  capable  business  man, 
and  the  business  of  the  bank  has  steadily 
increased  luider  his  able  management. 

On  Christmas  day,  1869,  Air.  Blish  was 
imited  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Mary  E.  ^^Ic- 
Manus.  a  native  of  Xew  York  state,  who 
died  in  18S1,  lier  remains  being  interred  in 
Kewanee  cemetery.  By  that  union  were 
born  two  children  :  Janies  Louis,  now  a  dent- 
ist of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  who  married 
]\Iartha  B.  Aldrich  and  has  two  children, 
IMary  Eleanor  and  Zirian  Aldrich :  and  Ber- 
tha, at  home  with  her  father.  'Mv.  Blish 
was  again  married,  Octolier  5,  1886,  his  sec- 
ond union  lieing-  with  ]\Iiss  Amy  INIason 
Rhodes,  a  native  of  Providence,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, and  a  daug;hter  of  .Mliert  Rhodes,  de- 
ceased, who  was  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  Buda,  Illinois.  To  them  have  been  born 
three  children:  Elizabeth.  Mathew  Rhodes 
and  Asa  Rhodes,  all  attending  the  Kewanee 
schools.  ^Irs.  Blish  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  a  leader  in  cliaritalile  wi^rk. 
and  is  a  member  of  tlie  I'nitainan  Cliurch. 

In  politics  'Sir.  Blish  is  a  Democrat,  but 
not  an  advocate  of  free  sih-er.  Eor  several 
terms  he  was  an  acti\-e  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  city  council:  was  a  member  of  the 
school  board  eig'hteen  \-cars  and  secretary  of 
the  same  frir  some  time;  and  was  count}-  su- 
pervisor four  \-ears.  diu'ing  which  time  the 
new  court  house  was  built,  and  he  served  on 
the  building-  conin-iittce.  l"or  twelve  \-ears 
be  was  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Ke- 
wanee public  hbrnry,  and  for  thirteen  _\-ears 
was  presitleiit  of  the  Kewanee  I'air  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Kewanee  Building 
and  L(jan  .-Vssociation  he  took  the  leading 


])art,  and  was  its  first  secretary,  a  position 
he  still  holds.  This  has  been  a  very  success- 
ful enterprise  and  of  great  benefit  to  the  city. 
Through  its  aid  many  workingmen  have  se- 
cured good  homes.  He  assisted  in  organiz- 
in.g  the  Kewanee  Electric  Light  Company, 
since  merged  into  the  Kewanee  Light  &: 
I'ower  Company,  and  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  a  uumlier  of  business  enter- 
prises that  have  pron-ioted  the  welfai'e  of  the 
citv  in  no  uncertain  manner.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  nearly  all  the  state  conventions 
of  his  party,  and  in  1888  was  one  of  the 
presidential  electors.  He  is  now  serving  as 
president  of  the  Old  Settlers  .\ssociation, 
which  office  he  has  filled  for  several  terms. 
As  a  citizen  he  meets  every  requirement  and 
ntanifests  a  commendable  interest  in  every- 
thing that  is  calculated  to  prt)mote  the  city"s 
v.-elfare  in  any  line.  In  manner  he  is  pleas- 
ant, genial  and  approachable,  and  all  who 
know-  him  esteem  him  highly  for  his  gen- 
uine worth. 


A.   J.   ANDERSON. 

A.  J.  Anderson,  who  is  now-  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan  and 
insurance  business  in  Kewanee,  Illinois,  was 
lx)rn  in  Sweden  and  came  to  this  country 
with  his  father  during  infancy.  His  early 
education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of 
Kew^anee,  and  on  leaving  the  high  school 
at  the  age  of  si.xteen  years  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Ha.xtun  .^team  Heating  Com- 
pany, now-  the  Western  Tube  Company,  as 
an  apprentice.  Here  he  learned  the  boiler 
maker's  trade,  remaining  with  the  company 
four  years.  He  then  went  to  San  Francisco, 
California,  where  he  .served  as  inspector  of 
the  citv  water  works  one  season,  and  at  the 
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end  of  tliat  time  entered  the  mechanical 
department  of  Lincoln  School  of  that  city, 
where  he  pursued  a  mechanical  course. 
Later  he  took  a  trip  through  the  western 
states,  and  before  returning  home  he  also 
visited  the  east. 

Since  then  Mr.  Anderson  has  resided 
uninterruptedl}-  in  Kewanee,  and  has  been 
engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan  and  insur- 
ance business.  In  June,  189J,  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  W.  H.  Remick,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Remick  &  Anderson,  and 
this  connection  continued  until  March,  1900, 
since  which  time  Mr.  Anderson  has  been 
alone  in  business.  He  represents  many  of 
the  best  and  most  reliable  insurance  com- 
panies of  the  world,  including  the  Liver- 
pool, London  &  Globe,  of  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land ;  the  Springfield  Fire  &  Marine,  of 
Springfield,  JMassachusetts ;  the  German 
American,  of  New  York;  Magdeburg,  of 
Germany;  the  Phoenix,  of  Brooklyn;  the 
Fhcenix,  of  Hartford;  the  Imperial,  of  Lon- 
don; the  Home,  of  New  York;  the  Aetna,  of 
Hartford;  the  Fire  Association,  of  I'liila- 
delphia;  the  Hartford,  of  Hartford;  the 
American  Central,  of  St.  Louis;  the  Nation- 
al, of  Hartford;  and  the  Fireman's  Fund. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1899,  Mr. 
Anderson  married  Miss  Lucy  Robison,  a 
native  of  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Robison,  now  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  this  county  and  an  honored 
resident  of  Kewanee.  Fraternally  Mr.  An- 
derson is  a  member  of  Kewanee  Lodge, 
No.  159,  A.  F.  &  A.  'SI.;  Kewanee  Lodge, 
No.  466,  K.  P.,  in  which  he  has  filled  all 
the  offices  and  is  now  past  chancellor;  and 
Nabuthaean  Temple,  No.  5,  Knights  of 
Khorassan,  of  Galesburg.  As  a  Republi- 
can Mr.  Anderson  takes  quite  an  active 
part  in  local  politics  and  is  now  chairman 


of  the  city  central  ci>nimittec.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake, energetic  \oung  business  man.  and 
in  all  his  undertakings  has  met  with  well- 
deserved  success. 


AUGUST  CHARLET. 

For  many  years  August  Charlet  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  farming  in  Henry  county, 
but  is  spending  his  declining  days  in  ease 
and  retired  from  laljor  in  his  pleasant  home 
at  No.  323  South  Grove  street,  Kewanee. 
He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  Branden- 
burg, October  31,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of 
Abraham  and  Dorothy  (Schalipp)  Charlet, 
natives  of  the  same  province.  The  father 
was  a  laboring  man,  who  died  in  Germany 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  The  mother 
afterward  came  w'ith  our  subject  to  Amer- 
ica, and  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Burns 
township,  Henry  county,  Illinois,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  se\ent}'-eight  years  and  two 
months.  In  their  family  were  six  children, 
namely:  Jolin,  who  was  serving  in  the 
German  army  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  about  tw"en- 
ty-four  years  of  age;  August,  our  subject; 
Dorothy,  who  became  the  wife  of  William 
Wert,  and  died  in  Kewanee  township,  this 
county;  Julius,  a  farmer  of  Burns  towaiship; 
William,  who  died  in  Germany  at  the  age 
of  four  years;  and  Louisa,  widow  of  Oscar 
Fischer  and  a  resident  of  Burns  township, 
this  county. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  spent  in  the  fatherland,  where 
he  attended  school,  and  after  the  comple- 
tion of  his  education  he  worked  at  the  weav- 
er's trade  for  some  time.  In  1856  he  sailed 
from  Hamburg  for   New   York  on  an  old 
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English  freiglit  boat,  whicli  liad  l^eeii  con- 
verted into  a  passenger  sliip.  Tiie  voy- 
age lasted  eight  weeks  and  three  days,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  encountered  some  se- 
vere storms.  On  reaching  New  York  Mr. 
Charlet  came  at  once  to  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, and  settled  in  \\"ethersfield  township, 
where  he  at  first  worked  b_\-  the  day  at  any 
thing  which  he  could  find  to  do.  Five 
years  after  his  arrival  he  had  saved  enough 
from  his  wages  to  purchase  eighty  acres 
of  unimproved  land  in  Burns  township. 
The  land  was  fenced  but  there  were  no 
buildings  upon  it,  and  to  its  improvement 
and  cultivation  he  at  once  turned  his  at- 
tention. Later  he  added  to  it  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  subse- 
Cjuently  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Cornwall  township.  He  was  successfully 
engaged  in  general  farming  until  February, 
1888,  when  he  removed  to  Kewanee  and 
purchased  the  lot  where  he  now  resides. 
Tearing  down  the  old  house  which  stood 
thereon  he  erected  his  present  comfortal)le 
residence.  He  has  since  sold  his  farms  to 
his  sons  and  has  laid  aside  the  cares  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  business  life. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  1859,  ]\Ir. 
Charlet  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Mary  ( Leonard  j  Couve,  also  a  native  of 
dren.  namely:  ^\'illiam,  a  farmer  of  Anna- 
Couve,  who  died  in  1858,  lea\ing  four  chil- 
country.  She  was  first  the  wife  of  William 
Charles  Leonard,  who  never  came  to  this 
Brandenburg,  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of 
wan  township;  Fred,  a  farmer  of  Corn- 
Avall  township;  Louisa,  wife  of  Ernest 
Spiegel,  of  Cornwall  township,  and  ^lary. 
wife  of  Gus  Schroeder,  uf  Burns  township. 
]]y  her  marriage  to  our  subject  Mrs. 
Charlet  has  become  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren: August,  a  farmer  of  Cornwall  town- 


ship, married  Sophia  Kollman  and  they 
have  three  children,  William,  Clare  and 
Louis;  and  Mimiie  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Klein,  who  is  with  the  Western  Tube  Com- 
pany of  Kewanee,  Mrs.  Charlet  was  born 
October  29,  1829,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  on  the  same  vessel  wdth  her  husband. 
By  his  ballot  ^Mr,  Charlet  supports  tha 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
educational  affairs,  serving  as  school  di- 
rector for  three  years,  but  he  has  never 
cared  for  political  ofifice,  preferring  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  in- 
terests. He  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Church  of  Kewanee,  and  w^as 
a  trustee  of  the  same  for  twelve  years. 
Coming  to  this  country  empty-handed,  but 
with  a  strong  determination  to  succeed  he 
has  steadily  and  persistently  worked  his  way 
upward  until  he  acquired  a  comfortable 
competence,  which  now  enables  him  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  ease  and  quiet, 
surrounded  bv  all  that  makes  life  worth  the 


THOMAS  BEXXISON. 

Thomas  Bennison,  who  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  at  his  pleasant  home  at  Xo,  600 
East  First  street,  Kewanee,  Illinois,  was 
l;orn  in  Hurst,  England,  April  28,  1837,  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  ^lary  Bennison,  who 
are  represented  on  another  page  of  this 
\-olume  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of 
their  son,  Samuel,  In  1845  our  subject 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigra- 
tion to  the  new  world,  and  was  reared  and 
educatetl  in  Pennsylvania,  From  that  state 
the  famil}'  removed  to  Shullsburg,  W'iscon- 
sin,  and  in  1864  came  to  Henry  county, 
Illinois, 
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\\'Iien  his  school  days  were  over  Mr. 
Bennison  worked  in  the  lead  mines  of  Wis- 
consin, and  after  coming-  to  Kewanee  em- 
barked in  mercantile  business  in  company 
with  others.  Later  he  was  alone  in  busi- 
ness, and  witii  the  development  of  the  city 
his  trade  constantly  increased,  successfully 
following  that  pursuit  from  1865  until  June, 
1897,  when  he  retired  from  active  life  to 
enjoy  the  competence  he  had  acquired 
through  years  of  industry,  perseverance  and 
good  management.  As  a  business  man  he 
was  always  energetic,  prompt  and  notably 
reliable,  and  his  success  has  been  worthily 
achieved.  He  has  erected  three  large  store 
buildings  on  Tremont  street,  Kewanee,  and 
has  built  a  number  of  private  residences  in 
that  city,  and  he  and  his  son-in-law  put  up 
a  large  brick  block  in  Cozad,  Nebraska.  He 
is  also  a  stockholder  in  a  bank  in  that  city, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  was  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Ke- 
wanee, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  charter 
members. 

Li  1862  Mr.  Bennison  married  Miss  Ann 
Walton,  a  native  of  Shullsburg,  AVisconsin, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Walton, 
who  were  born  in  England,  and  died  in 
Kewanee,  Illinois,  the  former,  July  ^o, 
1887,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  the  latter 
January  29,  1885,  aged  seventy-six.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Primitive  Meth- 
odist Church.  By  occupation  Mr.  Walton 
was  a  miner  and  followed  that  pursuit  very 
successfully  in  the  gold  fields  of  California 
for  two  years,  and  after  his  return  east 
worked  in  the  mines  here  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  lived  retired  throughout  ti\e  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Of  his  seven  children 
Thomas  died  in  1853,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Bennison,  now  deceased,  and  she  died 


in  1893,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  Leonard 
is  engaged  in  mining  in  Colorado.  Mary 
ii'  tlie  wife  of  Bennett  Osborne,  of  Kewanee. 
Ann  was  the  wile  of  our  subject.  Robert 
is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a  retired 
farmer  of  Iowa.  Hercules  R.  was  married 
February  22,  1880,  to  Alpha  Johns,  and 
died  in  Kewanee,  in  July,  1899,  aged  fifty- 
five  years.  Of  his  two  children,  Joseph  C. 
and  ^lae  B.  are  still  living,  while  Philip 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennison  were  born 
four  children;  Mary  A.,  now  the  wife  of 
M.  H.  Brown,  of  Nebraska,  by  whom  she 
had  two  children,  Azal  and  Ruth;  Stella  E., 
wife  of  Robert  Davis,  of  Nebraska,  by. 
whom  she  has  one  child,  Paul;  Lewis  J., 
who  died  ;\lay  6,  1888,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years;  and  Nettie  O.,  wife  of  Arthur 
Wake,  of  South  Omaha,  Nebraska.  The 
wife  and  mother,  \\lio  was  a  consistent  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Primitive  ileth- 
odist  Church,  was  born  in  1844,  and  depart- 
ed this  life  July  13,  1899.  Mr.  Bennison 
was  again  married  November  14,  1900, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Alice 
Jones,  of  Kewanee,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania June  6,  185 1,  and  came  with  her 
parents,  I^Ioses  and  Catherine  (Taylor) 
Jones,  to  Kewanee  in  1863. 

Mr.  Bennison  is  also  a  member  and- 
trustee  of  the  Primitive  Methodist  Church 
of  Kewanee,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
tlie  Republican  party.  On  the  temperance 
ticket  he  was  once  elected  trustee  of  the  city, 
but  has  never  cared  for  official  honors.  As 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  however,  he  has 
been  actively  identified  witli  the  iinpro\e- 
nient  of  Kewanee.  and  has  done  all  within 
his  power  to  advance  its  interests  along- 
various  lines.  On  locating  here  he  and  the 
other  members  of  tlie  Bennison  famil\-  took* 
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ap  their  residence  on  wliat  became  known 
as  Bennison  row,  but  within  the  past  few 
years  the  name  has  been  changed  to  Cam- 
l)ridg-e  street.  The  family  is  one  of  promi- 
nence in  the  community,  and  its  members 
stand  deservedly  high  in  the  esteem  of  their 
felliiw  citizens. 


JOHN   CHISXALL. 

Since  November,  1867,  this  gentleman 
has  l-ieen  an  honored  resident  of  Kewanee, 
and  is  to-day  serving  as  special  tax  col- 
lector for  the  city,  lie  was  liorn  in  Lan- 
castershire,  England,  January  J7,  1833,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Alice  Chisnall,  who 
^vere  lifelong  residents  of  that  country. 
The  father  died  when  a  young  n:an,  but  the 
mother  long  survived  him,  passing  away  in 
1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty- four  years. 

John  Chisnall,  the  only  child  of  this 
worthy  couple,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  England,  and  wlien  a  lad  of 
eleven  years  was  apprenticed  to  the  wheel- 
wright's trade,  which  he  learned  thorough- 
ly. He  came  to  this  country  as  a  iMormon 
emigrant  in  183 1,  prior  to  the  insurrection 
of  Brigham  Young  against  the  government, 
and  first  located  in  Utah,  where  he  remained 
until  1858,  during  the  uprising.  The  fol- 
lowing two  years  were  spent  in  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  which  city  at  that  time  had  no 
telegraph  or  railroad  lines  and  gave  little 
promise  of  its  present  thriving  condition. 
During  all  this  time  Mr.  Chisnall  worked 
at  his  trade.  In  i860  he  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania,  where  he  made  his 
h(imc  until  coming  to  Kewanee  in  1867. 
During  the  winter  of  i8()()-()7  he  spent  four 
months  in  visiting  his  native  land.  Cpon 
his  return  he  located  in  Kewanee,  where 
lie  wi  irked  at  wagonmaking  principally  un- 


til 1888.  Being  economical  and  industrious 
he  managed  to  save  something  from  his 
wages,  and  this  capital  he  invested  in  a  lot 
in  the  heart  of  the  city,  upon  which  he 
erected  a  pressed  brick  double  store  build- 
ing, which  on  account  of  its  location  is  very 
valuable  property.  This  he  now  rents  to 
a  good  advantage. 

In  1857  ilr.  Chisnall  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Ellen  Sandiford,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Lancastershire,  Eng- 
land, and  came  to  the  United  States  on 
the  same  vessel  with  our  subject  in  June. 
1 83 1.  Both  are  active  members  of  the 
Latter  Day  Saints'  Church,  and  during  his 
residence  in  Kewanee  ]Mr.  Chisnall  has 
served  as  pastor  of  the  church  of  that  de- 
nominaton  at  this  place.  The  congregation 
now  numbers  about  one  hundred  families, 
and  they  have  erected  a  good  modern  church 
edifice.  Fraternally  Mr.  Chisnall  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  No.  1173,  of 
Kewanee,  and  the  blue  lodge  of  the  Masonic 
order  at  this  place  and  the  chapter  and  com- 
mandery  at  Princeton.  He  aftiliates  with 
the  Republican  party  but  has  never  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics.  I'^'om  189 J  vmtil 
i8g8  he  was  with  the  Kewanee  Coal  Com- 
jjany,  and  the  following  year  was  appointed 
by  the  mayor  as  collector  of  special  taxes, 
water  rents,  etc.,  which  position  he  is  now 
most  creditably  filling.  He  has  also  served 
as  health  officer  and  justice  of  the  peace 
since  1893.  He  has  led  an  upright,  hon- 
orable and  useful  life,  and  is  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  bv  all  whn  knnw  him. 


MOSES  W.  RESSER. 

For  over  half  a  century  Moses  W. 
Resser  has  made  his  home  in  Henry  county, 
and  since  attaining  to  man's  estate  has  been 
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actively  identified  with  its  business  inter- 
ests. He  is  now  following  farming  on  sec- 
tion 5,  (leneseo  township.  He  was  born 
in  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1847,  and  was  only  three 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  country 
with  his  parents,  Closes  and  Hannah 
(Groop)  Resser,  also  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone state.  The  family  settled  in  Pheni.x 
township,  where  the  father  purchased  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  To  his  landed 
possessions  he  added  from  time  to  time  un- 
til he  had  seven  hundred  acres  in  Pheni.x 
and  Geneseo  townships.  lie  died  in  the 
city  of  Geneseo  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years,  and  his  wife  passed. awa}-  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy 
.  couple  were  eight  children,  of  whom  Moses 
W.  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  and  si.x  of 
the  number  are  still  living. 

Our  subject  remained  on  the  home  farm 
in  I'henix  township,  giving  his  father  the 
benefit  of  his  labor  until  the  Civil  broke  out, 
when  he  ran  away  from  home,  and  at 
Lea\en\vorth,  Kansas,  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  Eighth  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
took  part  in  many  of  the  principal  battles  of 
the  war  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
hostilities  ceased,  being  honorably  dis- 
charged at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  He  then 
returned  to  his  home  in  Illinois  and  went 
upon  the  Mississippi  river,  leading  the  life 
of  a  sailor  for  ten  years.  \\'hen  he  retired 
from  the  service  he  held  a  certificate  as 
first-class  pilot  from  the  government.  Dur- 
ing the  following  six  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business  in  Geneseo.  conduct- 
ing what  was  known  as  the  Singleman 
House. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Resser  was  mar- 
ried at  that  place,  in  1879,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Bookmiller,  a  native  of  Phenix  township, 


this  county,  where  her  father,  John  D. 
Bookmiller,  now  deceased,  was  engaged  in 
farming.  By  this  union  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  still  h\ing,  namely: 
Edith  F.,  wIk)  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry 
C.  Kirchner,  a  farmer  of  Greene  county, 
Iowa,  and  has  one  child,  Flossie  A. ;  Moses 
D.,  aged  seventeen;  Otis  A.  and  Flora  F., 
twins,  aged  twelve  years;  and  Earl  E.,  aged 
eight,  all  at  home. 

Air.  Resser  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres  on  section  5, 
Geneseo  township,  which  formerly  belonged 
to  his  father's  estate,  it  being  purchased 
by  our  subject  from  the  other  heirs.  Wiien 
it  came  into  his  possession  it  was  all  wild 
and  unbroken,  and  all  of  the  improvements 
now  found  thereon  have  been  made  by  him. 
He  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  thorough 
and  skillful  farmers  of  his  community,  and 
in  his  undertakings  is  meeting  with  well- 
deserved  success.  In  the  development  of 
his  farm  he  has  materially  advanced  the  in- 
terests of  the  county,  and  has  ever  borne 
his  part  in  promoting  those  enterprises  for 
the  public  good.  He  is  a  recognized  leader 
in  public  affairs,  and  has  creditably  filled 
nearly  all  the  township  offices,  including 
that  of  supervisor. 


CASPER   SAND. 

iVmong  the  prominent  retired  farmers 
of  Geneseo,  Illinois,  and  honored  \-eterans  of 
the  Ci\il  war,  is  Casper  Sand,  who  \\'as 
Ijnrn  on  the  /th  of  August,  1844,  in  Ger- 
many, of  which  country  his  parents,  Henry 
and  Anna  Catherine  (Weaver)  Sand,  w'ere 
also  natives.  The  father  served  the  usual 
length  of  time  in  the  German  army,  and  in 
his  nati\-e  land  followed  both  farming  and 
the  mason's  trade.     In  the  fall  of  1849  '^e 
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brought  his  family  to  the  United  States. 
being  several  weeks  in  crossing  the  ocean. 
From  New  York  they  proceeded  to  Chi- 
cago by  water,  and  in  the  latter  city  Henry 
Sand  was  offered  a  good  position,  but  hav- 
ing decided  to  join  his  brothers,  Louis  and 
Philip,  in  Henry  county,  he  continued  his 
journey  by  team,  arriving  here  in  the  same 
fall.  He  purchased  a  soldier's  claim  of 
forty  acres  in  Loraine  township,  to  which 
he  subsequently  added  until  at  the  time  of 
his  death  he  had  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  of  highly  cultivated  and  productive 
land.  He  died  in  i8SS,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life 
in  1879,  '''t  the  age  of  seventy-three.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church, 
and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
them.  They  were  married  in  1838,  and 
became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely : 
Casper,  our  subject;  Mary,  widow  of  Fred- 
erick Jaquet,  a  resident  of  Loraine  town- 
ship; Emeline,  wife  of  Henry  Jaquet.  a 
farmer  of  Bureau  county,  Illinois;  and  ]\Iar- 
garet,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years. 

Casper  Sand  attended  school  one  sum- 
mer in  Germany  before  coming  to  the  new 
world,  and  was  a  student  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county  for  a  time,  but  as  a 
boy  he  worked  hard  upun  the  home  farm 
and  had  little  opportunity  to  obtain  an  ed- 
ucation. Feeling  that  his  adopted  country 
needed  his  services  during  the  Rebellion, 
he  enlisted  in  the  fall  of  1864,  in  Company, 
H.  Thirty-first  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
at  Peoria,  and  went  into  camp  at  Spring- 
field. Later  the  regiment  joined  Sherman's 
army  in  Georgia  and  went  on  the  march  to 
the  sea.  Mr.  Sand  was  in  the  engagement 
at  Savannah,  where  he  was  under  constant 
fire  for  about  a  week,  at  the  end  of  which 


time  the  Confederates  retreated,  giving 
General  Sherman  the  grand  opportunity  of 
capturing  that  city  just  in  time  to  present 
it  to  President  Lincoln  as  a  Christmas  gift, 
in  1864.  The  day  that  our  subject  par- 
ticipated in  the  grand  review  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  was  one  of  the  proudest  of  his 
life,  knowing  that  he  had  aided  m  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Union.  Pie  was  mustered  out 
at  Springfield  in  June,  1865.  He  was 
wounded,  but  never  taken  prisoner,  and 
stood  the  service  fairly  well.  At  the  close 
of  the  wdv  he  resumed  farm  work  and  con- 
tinued to  follow  that  occupation  until  his 
retirement  from  active  labor  in  1S96.  He 
is  still  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  is  well 
improved  in  the  way  of  buildings  and 
fences,  and  is  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

In  1875  Mr.  Sand  wedded  Miss  ^lary 
Groshaus,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
died  in  1868.  During  the  funeral  services 
at  the  church,  word  came  of  the  death  of 
!Mr.  Sand's  father,  and  her  remains  were 
taken  back  home,  so  that  both  might  be 
buried  together.  Our  subject  was  again 
married,  August  7,  1886,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Charlotte  Sommers,  who 
was  born  in  this  state,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Catherine  Sommers.  Her  father,  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  came  to  America  at  a 
very  early  day  and  settled  in  Henry  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  becoming  one  of  its  pioneers 
as  well  as  one  of  its  highly  respected  citi- 
zens. The  year  of  his  arrival  here  was 
1833.  He  owned  and  operated  a  w-ell  im- 
proved farm  of  three  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  in  Loraine  township.  His  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  throughout  this 
section  of  the  state  was  quite  extensive. 
He  died  April  10,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
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eight  years,  two  montlis  and  fourteen  days, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  June  i8,  1835,  died  August 
II,  i<S9i,  on  the  fortieth  anniversary  of 
their  marriage.  She  was  a  good  woman, 
gentle  anl  loving,  yet  firm,  and  was  a  de- 
vout Christian  from  her  youth,  both  she 
and  her  husband  being  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Association.  She  had  two 
brothers,  Philip  and  Rfcv.  Jacob  \\'orth, 
who  are  still  living,  and  also  three  sisters, 
Sophronia,  Delia  and  Mary  Ann  (de- 
ceased). To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sommers  were 
born  nine  children,  namely:  Philip  E.,  a 
resident  of  this  county;  Henry  G.,  of  Chi- 
cago; Jacob  C,  a  farmer  of  Kansas;  Char- 
lotte A.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Joseph  \\'.,  a 
resident  of  Montana;  Mary  A., wife  of  Simon 
jaquet,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Katie  E., 
an  in\-alid;  Delia,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  and  Frank  \\'.,  a  resident  of 
Loraine  township.  The  chiUlren  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife  are  Perry  A.  E., 
Homer  H.  G.  and  Alice  C.  1>_\'  a  former 
marriage  IMrs.  Sand  has  one  child.  Edna  E. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Sand  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  he  filled  the  office  of 
school  director  about  five  j'ears.  He  is  an 
honored  members  of  Jenkins  Post,  Xo.  45 J. 
G.  A.  R.^  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Ladies'  Circle  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  both 
h.old  membership  in  the  Evangelical  Church. 
They  are  widely  and  favorably  known,  and 
well  merit  the  high  regard  in  which  they 
are  held. 


WILLIAM   XELSOX. 

Geneseo  township  has  no  more  progress- 
ive or  enterprising  citizen  than  this  well- 
known  agriculturist,   who  is  the  owner  of 


a  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  acres  on  sections  13  and  ^4.  He  was  bora 
ill  Sweden,  on  the  2nd  of  January,  1847, 
a  son  of  Xels  and  Stiena  (Olson)  Xelson, 
who  were  life-long  residents  of  that  coun- 
try. The  father  folhjwed  the  occupaticni  of 
f>u"ming  and  also  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  iron.  He  died  in  Sweden  at  the  age 
of  forty-four  years,  while  the  mother  waa 
se\-enty-four  at  the  time  of  her  death.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  but  only 
three  are  now  living.  August,  our  subject's 
youngest  brother,  started  for  America  some 
years  after  William  tame  to  this  country, 
hut  died  on  the  \-o\-age  and  was  buried  at 
sea.  Xone  of  the  others  cros,sed  the  At- 
lantic. 

It  was  in  1869  that  W'illiam  Xelson  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Wethersfield  township,  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  h}'  the 
month  at  farm  labor  for  five  years,  and  then 
rented  a  farm  in  that  township,  which  he 
operated  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
period  he  came  to  Geneseo  township  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  partially  improved 
land  on  section  24,  and  erected  thereon  a 
large  and  modern  residence.  He  tiled  the 
place  and  has  otherwise  improved  it  until 
it  is  now  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  com- 
iiiunity.  To  his  original  purchase  he  has 
added  until  he  now  has  nearly  three  hundred 
acres  all  under  excellent  cultivation. 

On  the  22nd  of  November,  1873,  ^'^^'■ 
Nelson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emma  S.  Peterson,  also  a  native  of  Sweden, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1869,  and  joined 
her  parents  who  were  then  living  in  Wis- 
consin, but  are  nnw  deceased.  By  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  namely :  Mary 
1>.,  born  in  \\'ethersfield  township,  X'ovem- 
ber  13,  1875,  was  graduated  from  the  Gene- 
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sen  Culles-iate  Institute  in  1S93,  and  is  now 
tlie  wife  of  Alfred  Peterson,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Geneseo  township,  whose  home  i& 
■on  section  24,  just  opposite  tlie  residence  of 
Jier  jjarents.  Emma  Sophia,  bi>rn  in  W'etii- 
erstield  township,  January  13,  1880,  was 
£;raduated  from  the  Geneseo  Cohegiate  In- 
stitute in  1896,  and  for  four  years  has 
taught  school  in  Geneseo  township,  giving 
the  highest  satisfaction.  Henry  WiUiani, 
horn  in  Geneseo  township,  P'ebruary  2,  1892, 
is  now  attending  the  home  school. 

]\Ir.  Xelson  gives  his  pohtical  support 
.to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repubhcan 
party,  but  has  ne\-er  been  an  aspirant  for 
office.  However,  he  takes  a  deep  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  and  gives 
his  aid  to  all  enterprises  for  the  public  good. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Swedish  Luth- 
eran Church  of  Geneseo,  which  his  family 
also  attend,  and  they  are  people  of  promi- 
nence in  the  community  where  they  reside. 


L.  F.  MATTESON. 

(Greater  fortunes  ha\e  been  accumulated 
in  Henry  county  but  few  lives  furnish  so 
striking  an  example  of  the  wise  application 
of  sound  principles  and  safe  conservatism 
as  does  that  of  Mr.  Matteson.  The  story  of 
his  success  is  short  and  simple,  containing 
no  exciting  chapters,  but  in  it  lies  one  of  tuc 
most  valuable  secrets  of  the  prosperity 
which  it  records,  and  his  business  and  pri- 
•vate  life  are  pregnant  with  interest  and  m- 
.ccntive,  no  matter  how  lacking  in  dramatic 
action. 

Mr.  Alatteson  was  born  in  the  northern 
l)art  of  Sweden,  June  13,  1844,  a  son  of  Hans 
jn;d  Brita  Matteson,  who  brought  their  fam- 


ily to  America  in  Octoljer,  1854.  and  settled 
in  Copley  township,  Knox  county.  lllin(.)is. 
Throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  the 
_  father  engaged  in  general  farming  in  Knox 
and  Henry  counties,  and  died  in  (ialva 
township,  this  county  in  1866,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  years.  Subsecpiently  his  wife  went 
to  Nebraska  to  make  her  home  with  rela- 
tives and  there  died  in  1890,  aged  se\-enty- 
six  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  were  born  in  Swe- 
den, while  one  was  born  in  this  country 
InU  died  when  cjuite  small.  Of  the  eight. 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Boostrom.  a  man- 
ufacturer of  tile  antl  brick  in  Polk  county, 
Nebraska;  L.  F.  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Anson  H.  is  a  stock  raiser  and  shipper,  of 
Loomis,  Phelps  county,  Nebraska ;  Carrie 
is  the  wife  of  Jonas  W.  Olson,  of  Galva, 
Illinois;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Olof  Erickson. 
of  Stromsbnrg.  Nebraska;  ^lary  died  in 
Cambridge  township,  this  county;  and  Au- 
gust H.  and  Peter  E.,  twins,  are  lioth  de- 
ceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  princi- 
pally educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
land,  though  he  attended  school  for  a  time 
in  this  country  after  attaining  his  twentieth 
year.  He  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home 
farm  and  then  removed  from  Knox  ti- 
Henry  county,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Gaha 
township,  where  he  spent  two  years.  The 
following  eight  years  were  passed  in  Cam- 
l/ridge  township,  and  while  living  there  lu 
was  married  in  1875  ^'^''  ^J^iss  Lizzie  M.  San- 
burg,  who  was  also  born  in  Sweden,  De- 
cember 9,  1855,  and  came  to  America  with 
an  uncle  in  1870.  Her  father  died  in  Swe- 
ilen  when  she  was  an  infant  and  the  mother 
came  to  America  in  June,  1899,  and  resides 
in  Galva  township.  By  this  union  were  born 
five  children,  of  whom  Jefferson  W.  died  at 
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the  age  of  twelve  years.  Those  Hving  are 
I'ranklin,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming 
upon  his  father's  land;  Dulie  X.,  a  graduate 
of  the  Galva  high  school  and  now  the  wife 
of  William  Edward  Hanson,  who  is  clerk- 
ing in  her  father's  store ;  and  May  and  Mor- 
ris, who  "are  both  attending  sciiool. 

Mr.  Matteson  owned  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Cambridge  township,  which  he 
operated  until  1878,  when  he  removed  to 
Cialva,  and  practically  lived  retired  for  the 
following  two  years.  In  1881  he  purchased 
ii  meat  market,  which  he  conducted  at  in- 
tervals for  about  fourteen  years,  and  still 
owns  the  building  in  which  it  was  located, 
il  being  now  occupied  by  John  Lapan.  On 
the  13th  of  March,  1899,  he  purchased  his 
present  drug  store  of  Mrs.  Hanson,  and  has 
since  given  his  attention  to  that  line  of  trade. 
He  carries  a  well-selected  stock  of  drugs, 
druggists'  sundries,  paints,  oils,  books  and 
stationer}-,  and  is  meeting  with  good  suc- 
<;ess  in  this  venture.  During  his  residence 
in  Galva  he  purchased  a  well-improved  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  which  has 
been  operated  by  him  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  in  connection  with  his  farming  opera- 
tions he  is  now  giving  considerable  atten- 
tion to  the  stock  business.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder-of  the  Galva  State  Bank,  the  Galva 
Telephone  Company,  and  the  Westrand 
^lanufacturing  Company  of  Galva,  which 
manufactures  corn  planters  and  farm  imple- 
ments. As  a  business  man  he  is  enterpris- 
ing, energetic  and  thoroughly  reliable, 
-and  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  is  cer- 
tainly well  merited.  He  is  a  prcjminent 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge 
-of  Galva,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  offices. 
In  his  political  affiliation  he  is  a  Republican 
-and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  iii 
party  affairs.     He  has   filled   a   number  of 


local  offices,  including  that  of  school  director, 
and  in  1899  was  elected  supervisor  of  Galva 
township,  which  position  he  is  now  filling 
with  credit  to  himself  and  lo  the  entire 
satisfactioiv.  of  his  constituents.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  town  board  of  Galva 
for  eight  years,  during  which  time  he  labored 
earnestly  for  the  establishment  of  water 
works,  and  his  efforts  were  finally  crowned 
with  success.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  the 
county  senatorial  conventions  of  his  party, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  influential  and  prom- 
inent citizens  of  his  community.  His  esti- 
mable wife  holds  membership  in  the  Luther- 
an Church  at  Galva,  and  he  contributes  lib- 
erally to  its  support  and  to  all  worthy  en- 
terprises for  the  public  good. 
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W.  SYDNEY  GOEMBEL. 

Among  Geneseo's  most  enterprising 
and  prcjgressive  business  men  is  ^V.  Sydney 
Goembel,  who  for  the  past  twelve  years  has 
represented  the  Moline  Wagon  Company  as 
a  traveling  salesman,  while  in  that  line  of 
business  he  has  been  successfully  engaged 
for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was 
born  in  Peoria,  Illinois,  on  the  9th  of  .Vpril, 
1848,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Jacob  and 
Louisa  (Luther)  Goembel. 

The  father  was  born  in  Xiederaula,  Kries 
Herschfeld,  Kurfenstenthun,  Hessen,  Ger- 
many, May  17,  1824,  and  in  1834  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  Sebastian  and 
Anna  (Schaffer)  Goembel,  landing  at  New 
Orleans,  on  the  9th  of  June,  after  sixty- 
three  days  upon  the  water.  They  proceeded 
up  the  ilississippi  and  Illinois  rivers  to 
Peoria,  and  across  the  country  to  Tazewell 
count\',    Illinois,    where    Sebastian   Goembel 
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bought  a  farm  ami  also  secured  a  (|uarter 
.section  of  go\-ernment  land,  llis  la^t  days 
Avere  spent  in  Washington,  that  county, 
Avhere  he  dietl  at  alxiut  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  )-ears.  His  wife  was  over  eight}'-three 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  I'or 
many  years  the}-  held  memhershi])  in  the 
Evangelical  Associati<in,  and  were  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Of  their 
nine  children  onl_\'  the  eldest  daughter,  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  John  Minch.  of  Washington: 
and  jacol).  father  of  our  suliject.  are  now 
living. 

Jacob  Cioembcl  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  educated  in  the  German  langua,ge, 
having  ne\er  attended  English  schools.  He 
assisted  in  opening  up  the  farm  in  Tazewell 
count}-,  whicii  was  only  tixe  miles  from 
I'eoria.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left 
home  and  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  w-L>rked 
as  a  teamster  for  ten  dollars  per  month.  In 
1846  he  was  married  in  Lake  county,  Illi- 
nois, to  Miss  Louisa  Luther,  who  was  born 
in  New  York,  January  j8,  i8j6.  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Jacob  and  Louisa  (Saunders) 
Jmther,  both  natives  of  Linbach,  Xeibeirn, 
tiien  a  pro\ince  oi  France,  but  now-  a  part 
of  ( iermau}-.  Her  father  served  inn_ler  Xa- 
poleon  Bonaparte,  for  se\-en  years  as  a 
member  of  the  old  Imperial  Guard,  and  ac- 
companied that  famous  warrior  on  his  inva- 
sion of  Egypt  ancf  Russia,  taking  part  in  the 
siege  of  ]\Ioscow.  He  w-as  under  the  com- 
n.and  of  General  Xey  for  a  time,  and  w-hile 
ir.  the  ser\-ice  had  a  horse  shot  from  under 
him.  In  i8ji  he  came  to  this  country  and 
first  settled  in  Allegany  county,  Xew  York, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  a  few  years. 
The  following  sexen  years  were  spent  in 
Warren,  I'cnnsyhania,  and  in  1836  he  re- 
moved to  Chicago,  Illinois,  which  city  at  that 
time  contained  only  two  good  houses.     The 


Indians  were  just  leaving  for  the  western 
reservations  beyond  the  ]\Iississippi.  The 
family  made  their  home  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chicago  until  coming  to  Henry  count}-  in 
1852,  when  they  took  up  their  residence  in 
Yorktown  township.  Air.  Luther  died  in 
Geneseo,  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
}-ears,  six  months  and  lixe  da}-s.  His  wife 
passed  aw-ay  at  their  home  near  Chicago  in 
1850.  The}-  were  members  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Association  and  most  estimable  people. 
Of  their  eleven  children,  ten  reached  matur- 
ity, but  only  three  are  now-  living,  namely: 
Louisa,  mother  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Jesse  Wilmi_)t,  of  Leonora,  Kansas; 
and  David,  a  resident  of  Geneseo. 

.Vfter  his  marriage  Jacob  Goembel 
worked  in  a  slaughter  house  in  Peoria  for  a 
}-ear,  and  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  Farm  creek,  Tazew-ell  county,  which 
he  sold  in  185 1  on  coming  to  Henry  count}-. 
Here  he  entered  a  tract  of  government  land 
on  section  30,  Yorktown  township,  and  en- 
gaged in  its  cultivation  until  18O3,  when  he 
bought  another  farm  in  the  same  locality, 
and  made  his  home  there  until  his  remo\-aI 
to  Geneseo  in  1876.  He  is  still  the  owner 
of  ninety-one  acres  of  land  in  Yorktown 
township,  but  is  now-  living  retired  in  Gene- 
seo. His  political  support  is  given  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  filled  the  office  of 
school  trustee  for  many  years.  He  and  his 
wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  E\-an- 
gelical  Association,  and  he  is  now  a  trustee 
of  the  church. 

This  worthy  couple  are  the  parents  ^n 
nine  children  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
oldest.  Samuel,  a  prominent  grain  dealer 
of  Geneseo,  is  represented  on  another  page 
of  this  volume;  Jacob  Edw-ard,  a  farmer  of 
\drkto\\n  township,  married  Emma  Rapp 
and  has  three    children,  .\da,  Harvev    and 
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Eessie:  Peter,  a  fanner  of  Minnesota,  mar- 
ried Cln-istina  Rapp  and  lias  six  children, 
01i\c.  Arthur.  Jesse,  Perry,  Edith  and  \'er- 
nun:  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Glabe,  a 
contractor  cjf  Tazewell  county;  Lydia  is  the 
v>ife  of  Isaac  Krimhill.  of  Minnesota,  and 
has  live  children.  J^hmche,  \"era,  Winnie, 
Clarence  and  Archie:  John  F...  an  attorney 
of  Rockford.  Illinois,  married  Minnie 
Gros-skopp;  \\'ilhelmina  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years;  and  Catherine  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  months. 

yiv.  Cioembel,  of  this  review,  was  only 
three  years  old  when  hmught  h_\-  his  par- 
ents to  this  country,  and  in  \'orktii\\n  town- 
ship he  grew  to  manhood.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  public  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the 
Xorthwestern  College  at  Plainfield,  Illinois, 
\\  here  he  was  a  student  for  a  time.  Subse- 
quently he  engaged  in  teaching  .school  in 
Henry  county  for  four  years,  and  during 
the  following  two  }-ears  engaged  in  farming 
in  Yorktown  township.  In  1872  he  made 
an  extended  trip  through  Missouri,  Kan- 
sas, Colorado,  Nebraska  and  Iowa,  in  com- 
pany with  his  cousin,  Le\-i  Copp.  They 
spent  a  delightful  summer  in  this  way,  driv- 
ing the  entire  distance  of  two  thousand 
se\en  hundred  and-  sixty  miles. 

On  his  return  home  ^Ir.  Goenibel  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  stock  bn_\-ing  for  two 
years  in  Yi;)rktown  township,  and  in  the 
fall  vi  1873  remo\"ed  to  .Moline,  where  he 
embarked  in  general  merchandising,  in 
company  with  John  Rapp,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Rapp  &  Goembel.  The  following 
June  Samuel  Arnett  became  a  member  of  the 
company  and  the  name  was  changed  to 
Rapp,  Goembel  &  .Arnett.  Two  years  and 
a  half  later  Mr.  Rapp  sold  his  interest  to 
Jiis  partners,  who  continued  business  under 


the  name  of  Goembel  &  .Krnett  until  the 
fall  of  1878,  when  ^Ir.  Goembel  withdrew 
from  the  firm.  The  following  year  he  en- 
gaged in  the  implement  business  with  Mow- 
ery  &  Hawkins,  and  in  1880  went  ujran  the 
road  for  the  Johnston  Harvester  Company, 
of  Batavia,  New  York,  representing  their 
western  branch,  with  headquarters  at  Chi- 
cago. In  1 88 1  he  became  connected  with 
the  Sterling  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Sterling,  Illinois,  being  the  first  man  to 
represent  that  company  as  a  traxeling  sales- 
man. Pie  remained  with  tliem  two  and  a 
half  years,  and  in  1883  entered  the  service 
of  the  Janesville  .Machine  Company,  of 
Janesville,  Wisconsin,  his  territory  includ- 
ing the  states  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  tho 
Dakotas,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Colo- 
rado and  \\'yoniing,  with  head(juarters  at 
Lincoln,  Xebra.ska.  On  leaving  that  con- 
cern, in  the  fall  of  1889,  he  entered  the 
em])loy  of  the  Moline  Wagon  Company, 
with  which  he  is  still  connected.  .\  genial 
and  obliging  gentleman,  he  makes  a  very 
jjopular  salesman,  and  is  held  in  high  re- 
gard not  only  by  the  company  which  he  rep- 
resents, but  also  by  his  many  patrons  and 
the  acquaintances  he  makes  upon  the  road. 
Mr.  Goembel  now  makes  his  home  in  Gene- 
seo.  As  a  Inisiness  man  he  has  prospered 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  ranch  of  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  near  Sherman.  Minne- 
haha county.  South  Dakota,  and  lias  a  f.u-ni 
of  one  hundred  and  sixt}'  acres  in  Rock- 
county,  ]\linnesota,  which  he  rents,  it  be- 
ing worked  on  the  mutual  plan.  He  also 
has  citv  jiroperty  in  Cieneseo.  Illinois,  and 
Wichita,   Kansas. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1870.  Mr.  Goem- 
bel was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Mar- 
tha Greenwood,  a  nati\e  of  England,  and 
a  daughter  of  John    and    Alary    (Sound) 
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Greenwood,  who  1)ecame  residents  of  York-  is  one  of  prominence    in    the    community 

town  township,  this  county,  in    iX(^t,.      Mr.  w  lie  re  they  reside,  liaving  an  extensive  cir- 

Greenwood    is   nnw   deceased,   liut   his    wife  cle  of  friends  and  acfjuaintances. 
is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her 

son  Joseph,  in  that  township.     ]\Irs.  (ioem-  

bel  died  September  ii,   1871,  and  our  sub- 
ject   was     again    married     November     17,  J,  C,  SIMILE Y,  yi.  D. 
1S74,    his    second    union   ])eing    with     Aliss 

Laura  E.  Early,  who  was  born  in  Sax(.)ny,  Among  those  who  devote  their  time  and 
Ciermany,  in  Decemlier,  1S4N,  and  came  h.'  energies  to  the  alleviation  of  Inunan  suft'er- 
America  in  J 853  with  her  parents.  Lave-  ing  is  Dr.  J.  C.  Smiley,  of  Kewanee,  who 
recht  and  Leonora  i  Bartholt  )  Early.  On  is  to-day  the  oldest  practicing  jdiysician  of 
landing  in  Xew  Wnk  the  family  proceeded  Henry  county.  He  wa>  born  on  the  14th  of 
at  once  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  lo-  September,  1830,  in  Winchester,  Virginia, 
cated  in  Burns  township,  where  Mr.  Early  near  the  liattle  ground  of  Bull  Run.  and  is  a 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  His  .son  of  Walter  and  Susan  (  Krau^  )  Smiley, 
wife  died  September  17,  i860,  at  the  age  The  latter  was  bom  in  Ohio  of  Cerman 
of  forty-tiu-ee  years,  and  the  following  year  parentage,  while  the  1  )octor".<  father  was  a 
he  removed  to  Gene.seo,  where  he  engaged  native  of  Scotland,  though  he  came  to 
in  the  hotel  business  until  18O7.  He  passetl  .\merica  in  boyhodd  and  was  only  a  lad 
away  in  September,  :868,  at  the  age  of  when  his  father  died.  He  was  educated  for 
iifty  years.  ?ilr>.  (ioembel  has  a  half-  the  Presbyterian  nunistry,  and  devijte^;  Irs 
brother,  William  E.  Crangle,  of  ilolmes-  entire  life  to  that  nolile  calling,  preaching  in 
ville,  Nebraska;  ami  has  three  si.sters.  name-  Winchester  tor  many  years.  J  le  removed  ti> 
ly  :  Amelia,  deceased  wife  of  Andrew  Mar-  l^andolph  county,  Indiana,  when  our  >ub- 
tm,  of  Atlantic,  Iowa:  Aurelia,  wife  of  J.  jtct  was  nine  years  of  age,  and  there  ful  • 
J.  Shuck,  of  Geneseo,  Illinois:  Lizzie,  wife  lowed  farming  for  five  years.  He  died  al 
of  Joseph  Dobbs,  a  jeweler  of  tieneseo.  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  and  his  widow 
Unto  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  ( ioembel  ha\e  been  born  sul)sequently  married  l-lphraim  I'ragg.  Her 
three  children:  Li.>\\ell  Sydney,  w  lui  was  death  :ilso  occurred  in  Randolph  county, 
l<orn  July  13,  1878,  and  died  May  i,  i8<jo:  Indiana,  when  she  w  :is  sixty-nine  years  old, 
Ethel  Pearl,  born  November  13.  188]  :  and  By  her  first  m:irn:ige  she  had  nine  children, 
Lela  Alay,  born  June  4,  1883.  all  of  whom  readied  years  of  maturity. 
In  politics  Mr.  Goembel  is  a  >tanch  while  five  are  still  living,  namely :  J.  A.,  a 
Democrat,  and  is  a  personal  friend  of  Will-  resident  of  Jndiana;  j.  C..  our  subject; 
iam  J.  Bryan.  He  is  a  iiiember  of  the  In-  Maria,  widow  of  I'erry  Hinesley  and  a  resi- 
tlependent  Order  of  (  )dil  I'ellows,  the  (lent  of  Indiana;  Sarah,  wife  of  Benjamin 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  tlie  Iowa  Travel  Gleavenger,  of  Indiana  ;  and  C\  M.,a  fanner 
ing  .Men's  .Association,  and  holds  an  en-  of  Randolph  county,  the  >:mie  slate, 
viable  position  both  in  business  and  .-social  Dr.  Smiley's  early  educational  ad- 
circles.  His  wife  and  daughter  are  mem-  vantages  were  meager,  as  he  had  to  go 
btrs  of  the   I'.aptist  Church,  and  the   family  three   and   a   half   miles   to   school   and    was 
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(inly  able  to  attend  a  tew  months  in  winter, 
watling  through  slush  and  snow.  As  his 
father  died  when  he  was  not  nine  )-ears  old 
he  hired  himself  out  to  a  man  who  taught 
school  in  winter  and  farmed  in  summer. 
While  in  his  employ  he  was  sent  on  erramls 
to  the  neighboring  towns  and  in  this  way 
formed  the  aequaintance  of  a  Mr.  Searle, 
wlio  eonducted  a  general  store  at  Deertield, 
and  who  later  hired  our  subject  to  work  for 
him  at  ti\e  dollars  per  month,  lie  remained 
with  him  thirteen  years  and  then  came  to 
Cambridge.  Illinois.  In  the  meantime  he 
commenced  reading  medicine  with  Dr. 
Longshore,  who  came  west  the  year  before 
our  subject  and  it  was  through  his  inliuencc 
that  Dr.  Smiley  locatetl  here.  For  a  year 
and  a  half  he  contiiuied  iiis  studies  under 
Dr.  lulwards,  of  Caml)ridge,  and  then  at- 
tended lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College, 
Chicago.  On  his  return  to  Henry  county, 
in  the  spring  of  i860,  he  took  charge  and 
cured  the  lirst  case  of  diphtheria  wliich  is 
known  to  have  occurred  in  the  count}-.  ]'"<ir 
about  four  years  he  was  in  partnership  with 
Dr.  C.  H.  Grand,  and  was  then  alone  hi 
practice  for  a  few  months.  In  tiie  spring 
of  1865  he  came  to  Kewanee,  and  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  practice  here  ever  since. 
On  locating  here  there  were  six  other  physi- 
cians in  the  place,  liut  he  is  the  only  one 
remaining.  He  was  in  partnership  wilii  Dr. 
Day  for  about  four  years,  and  was  then 
alone  until  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  son  in  1887.  He  has  met  with  e.Kcellent 
success  in  his  chosen  profession  and  enjoys 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  i85_'.  Dr. 
Smiley  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Alary  Ellen  Cook,  of  Jay  county,  Indiana, 
who  was  a  natix'e  i.>f  Ohio,  and  a  daughtei 
of  John  R.  and  Marv  Cook,     He  has  been 


called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife, 
who  died  January  i_',  1899,  at  the  age  of 
si.\t}'-si.\.  \-ears.  Of  the  four  children  born 
to  tliem  two  died  in  infancy.  Florence  is 
itow  the  wife  of  Louis  Krans,  of  Kewanee, 
antl  they  have  one  child,  Charles.  Francis 
'M.,  now  a  physician  engaged  in  practice 
with  his  father,  was  born  in  Cambridge, 
November  3,  1S58,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  Kewanee.  He 
then  entered  .Xotre  Dame  University,  where 
he  pursued  both  the  literary  and  medica! 
courses,  and  was  graduated  in  1S76  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  Lie  was  next  a  stu- 
dent at  .\nu  .\rbor  one  year,  and  ha\'ing 
contracted  ague  at  that  place  returned  home. 
l'"or  two  years  he  attended  lectures  at  Rush 
Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  b'ebruary  _'_',  1879,  Lo- 
cating at  Atchison,  Illinois,  he  was  engaged 
in  practice  there  for  three  years,  and  for  the 
folio  wing-  four  years  was  connected  with  the 
I'inkerton  Detective  .Agency.  He  then  spent 
stime  time  at  the  receiving  hospital  of  lielle- 
vue,  Xew  York,  and  the  insane  as}hnn  ac 
Staunton,  \'irginia,  making  a  study  of  the 
patients  at  both  ])laces,  and  then  returned 
to  Kewanee  in  1887  and  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  father.  In  1890  he  took 
a  special  course  at  the'  Illinois  Eye  &  Ear 
Inhrmary.  where  he  spent  one  year.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  Connected  with  the  Tribune^ 
Royal  Circle  and  Home  I'orum.  and  also 
belongs  to  Canton  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Kewanee.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Rebecca  lodge  of  the  same  order,  and  also- 
the  Impro\-ed  Trilje  of  Red  ]\[en,  at  Kewa- 
nee. In  politics  he  is  independent.  Lie  was 
married.  Mny  i,  1879,  to  ^Nliss  Minnie  Mac- 
Farland,  a  nati\e  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
and  a  daughter  of  William  AlacFarland,  now 
of    Wichita,    Kansas.      Dy    this    union    was 
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1)nrn  a  daughter.  Grace  I.,  a  graduate  of  tlic 
Kewanee  high  scliool. 

At  national  elections  Dr.  J.  C  Smile} 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  at  local 
elcctinns.  \\hen  no  issue  is  inxolved.  he  sup 
jxirts  will  mi  he  heliexes  to  he  the  liest  man 
Inr  the  office,  regardless  of  ]iarty  afhiia- 
tions.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
towii  CDuncil  and  fur  many  \ears  was  jiresi- 
dent  (if  the  school  board,  during  which  time- 
school  houses  were  built  and  the  ])ublic 
school  system  ])ut  on  a  good  running  liasis. 
Other  offices  have  been  tendered  him.  but 
he  has  always  refused  such  honors.  Ha\- 
ing  met  with  success  in  his  chosen  calling, 
lit  is  now  the  owner  of  considerable  prop 
erty  in  Kewanee.  and  also  in  (  )maha,  Xe- 
Iiraska.  and  has  farming  land  in  that  state. 
He  is  one  of  the  oldest  Odd  Fellows  in 
Heiir\"  count}-,  and  has  been  a  Mason  since 
iSOS.  now  holding  niembersliip  in  Kewanee 
Lodge.  .\'o,  i3(j.  He  is  widely  known 
throughout  the  count}-  where  he  has  so  long 
made  his  lioine,  and  is  universally  esteemed 
and  respected. 


LETER   HERDIEX. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
Gaha,  well  known  for  his  business  abilit}' 
and  enter])rise,  is  Peter  Herdien,  president 
of  the  liayes  i'uiup  and  Planter  Company, 
and  the  orginalor  and  treasurer  of  the  Her- 
dien Coal  Compaii}-.  the  latter  being  estab- 
lished in  iSSo.  lit-  was  born  in  Lingbo. 
Shog,  .Sockeii,  Swe.len.  .May  _';„  1S44.  and 
is  the  >on  of  ilaiis  liaiison.  who,  through 
his  li\e  }'ears'  serxice  in  the  X'ational 
Guards  of  Sweden,  actpiired  distinction  and 
won    the  military   n.-ime  of   Herdien.      His 


wife,  Catherine  Johnson,  was  also  a  native 
of  Sweden,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
three  children.  Hans,  born  in  1836.  died  in 
Sw-eden  in  18S5.  Christine,  the  only  daugh- 
ter, still  makes  her  home  in  her  native  land. 
Peter  is  the  suliject  of  this  sketch.  The 
parents  both  died  in  Sweden,  the  father  in 
1865.  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  The 
mother -sur\-i\-ed  him  many  }-ears.  and  dieil 
in  1891. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  onl}-  one 
of  the  faniih'  earning  to  .\merica.  He  re- 
cei\-ed  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
nalixe  couiitr}-,  and  while  the  instruction 
was  not  all  that  he  desired,  it  was  the  foun- 
dation for  knowledge  afterwards  aci|uired 
1'.}-  reading  and  contact  with  the  world,  and 
for  the  business  career  for  which  he  had  a 
natural  inclination.  He  was  l)ut  twenty 
}-ears  of  age  when  he  came  to  the  L'nited 
States,  and  although  he  came  with  limited 
means,  he  had  the  steadfast  determination 
to  achie\'e  success,  if  it  were  at  all  possible. 
Locating  first  in  Knox  county.  Illinois,  he 
worked  for  a  tii-ne  as  a  carpenter,  but  in  the 
w-inter  following  his  arri\-al  he  commencetl 
to  learn  the  cabinet  maker's  trade,  at  which 
he  continued  for  fi\-e  years,  securing  in  that 
time  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Herdien  came  to  Henry 
count}-  and  was  emplr>yed  b}-  INIr.  .Mger  in 
his  furniture  store  in  the  village  of  Wood- 
hull,  and  there  remained  one  years,  during 
which  time  an  e.xcellent  trade  was  built  u]). 
Leaving  the  employ  of  Mr,  .Mger.  he  went 
to  (iaha,  where  he  formed  a  i)artner>liip 
with  O.  L.  Peterson,  and  purchased  the  fur- 
niture interests  of  L,  Hedstrom,  who  was  a 
])artner  of  Mr.  Peterson,  l'"or  a  number  of 
years  the  ])arliiershi])  thus  I'ormed  was  con- 
tinued, .-ind  the  business  is  yet  carrietl  on  by 
Mr,    IVterson.     The  rmn  of   Herdien  .\:   i'e- 
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terson.  soon  after  its  org-anizalion,  opened 
up  a  branch  store  in  Cambridge,  Illinois, 
which  they  continued  until  1876,  when  the 
stock  was  disposed  of  and  Mr.  Herdien  be- 
came interested  in  coal  mining  and  in  the 
general  coal  trade.  Soon  after  this,  how- 
ever, he  and  Mr.  Peterson  purchased  a  fur- 
niture store  in  Kearney,  Nebraska,  which 
the}-  continued  to  operate  for  one  year,  when 
they  sold  out  to  a  Mr.  Swift.  In  comiwny 
with  seven  others,  he  then  formed  the  Galva 
Mining  Company,  but  later  this  was  merged 
into  the  Herdien  Coal  Companw  In  the 
}ears  that  ha\c  since  passed,  he  has  built 
up  an  excellent  trade,  supplying  nearly  all 
the  coal  for  the  local  trade,  and  at  times 
shipping  to  other  points.  Some  years  ago 
the  firm  of  Lewin  &  Corkhill  started  up  in 
the  coal  trade,  and,  after  running  for  a  short 
time,  the  company  jjurchasecl  their  inter- 
ests, and  has  since  conducted  a  prolilahle 
business. 

On  the  6th  of  .\ovember.  1870.  .Mr. 
Herdien  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
IVIartha  Jnhnson.  of  X'ictoria,  Kno.x  county. 
Illinois,  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  July  <i. 
1848,  and  daughter  of  Louis  Johnson,  who 
came  with  his  family  to  Illinois  in  1857  and 
settled  in  Knox  county.  I'y  this  union  three 
children  were  l)orn.  Jennie  M.,  born  Octo- 
ber 17,  1 87 1,  was  m.-irried  Se])lember  26, 
1900,  to  F.  P.  Bodinson.  a  drug'gist,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Baker  City,  Oregon. 
W'alter  L.,  born  August  8,  1874,  after  re- 
ceiving his  primary  education  in  the  schools 
•of  Galva.  entered  Xorthwestern  L'niversity. 
Evanston.  Illinois,  and,  taking  the  classical 
course,  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  He  later  enteretl  the  law  department 
of  the  same  institution,  from  which  he  was 
also  graduated,  and  in  1900  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Cook  countv,  and  now  resides 


u,  Chicago.  In  all  he  took  a  seven  years' 
course  in  the  Cniversity.  Elmer  Forrest, 
born  May  22,  1876,  also  took  the  classical, 
later  the  medical,  course  in  the  same  insti- 
tiuion,  receiving  first  his  degree  of  A.  B., 
and  afterwards  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  was 
in  attendance  at  the  Uni\-ersity  for  eight 
years. 

His  business  interests  calling  him  to  Chi- 
cago, in  1891,  Air.  Herdien  moved  his  fam- 
ly  to  that  cty,  where  they  remained  until 
1895  and  then  returned  to  Galva.  In 
that  year  he  became  identified  with  the 
Hayes  Pump  and  Planter  Company,  as  man- 
ager. in\-esting  some  capital  in  the  concern. 
With  his  well  known  energy  and  business 
tact,  he  has  built  up  a  good  trade  for  the 
productions  of  the  company,  and  placed  its 
business  on  a  sound  financial  basis,  and  in 
July,  1899,  was  made  president.  In  other 
concerns  he  has  also  become  interested,  and 
is  now  the  president  of  the  Galva  (las  Light 
and  Coke  Company,  and  \'ice-president  of 
the  b'irst  National  Bank  of  (ialva. 

Religiousl}-,  Mr.  Herdien  is  a  member  of 
the  Swedish  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  body  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 
Both  manifest  much  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  church  and  in  the  cause  of  the  Master. 
I'olitically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  while 
lie  is  an  active  worker  lor  his  party,  attend- 
ing and  participating  as  a  delegate  in  its 
various  conventions,  he  has  never  aspired 
to  political  offices.  It  is  as  a  business  man 
that  he  is  best  known,  and  for  thirty  years 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  Imsiness 
interests  of  Gah'a.  and  it  is  conceded  by  all 
that  his  influence  has  been  felt  in  a  remark- 
able degree,  and  always  on  the  side  of  riglit. 
While  conservati\'e.  he  is  yet  wide-awake 
to  e\'ery  nterest  that  will  best  aihance  the 
general  goo<l  of  his  adopted  city  and  c:>unty. 
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DANIEL  LA\'ERY. 

Tliis  A\ell-kno\\ii  and  successful  farmer, 
whos  tine  farm,  comprising  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land,  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated on  section  3(1,  Hanna  township,  is  a 
r.ati\-e  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  ami  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Esther  (Bannj  Lavery,  who, 
as  farming  jieople.  spent  their  entire  li\-es 
ii.  Ireland.  The  fatiier  was  about  sixty 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Our 
subject  has  one  brother,  Patrick,  who  is  a 
farmer  of  this  county. 

In  1^55,  wlien  aliout  twenty-two  years 
of  age.  yiv.  Laver}-.  of  this  re\-iew,  enh- 
grated  to  America,  and  hrst  Icated  in 
W'axaie  coinit}-.  Pennsyhania,  where  he 
worked  by  the  month  for  one  year.  Ht 
tiien  went  to  California,  where  he  spent  two 
years  in  prospecting  and  mining,  and  on 
his  return  east  again  took  up  his  residence 
in  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
tVillowed  farming  for  the  following  two 
years.  In  JN'13  he  came  to  Henry  county. 
Illinois,  and  jmrchased  eighty  acres  of  hi.-i 
present  farm  in  Hanna  township,  to  which, 
he  has  added  from  time  to  time  as  his 
financial  resources  ha\-e  increased  until  he 
is  now  the  p<issessoi-  of  a  valual)le  place  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  all  undei 
cultivation  and  improved  with  good  and 
substantial  buildings,  including  a  pleasant 
residence.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  is  also  engaged  in  stock  raising 
with  excellent  success. 

hi  Wayne  county,  Penn>ylvania.  .Mr. 
Lavery  was  married,  in  1N61.  to  Miss  .Mary 
(  >"\eill.  a  native  of  that  state,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Jiliza  (Boyle)  O'Xeill, 
lioih  now  deceased.  Her  father  was  born 
iii  Ireland  and  was  about  four  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  the  L'nited  States.     Unto 


JMr.  and  Mrs.  Lavery  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children ;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years;  James,  wdio  married  Lucy 
Hannon  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  At- 
chison-township,  this  county;  Lizzie,  wdio 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  Daniel, 
a  farmer  of  Annawan  township ;  Charles, 
at  home;  Celia,  now  in  a  convent  at  Sus- 
quehanna, Pennsylvania;  Salie.  Frank  and 
r^Iargaret  A.,  all  at  home;  William,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  and  Min- 
nie, at  home.  All  were  born  in  tliis  county, 
with  the  exception  of  John,  whose  birth  (jc- 
curred  in  Pennsyhania. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Lavery 
ii  a  Democrat,  but  he  has  never  sought  pub- 
lice  office,  preferring  to  give  his  attention  to 
I'iis  business  interests.  He  gi\-es  his  support 
to  all  enterprises  for  the  public  beneht,  and 
in  nicLiry  ways  has  materially  advanced  the 
interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Catholic  and  his 
familv  also  attend  that  church. 


EREDERICK   W.   WKIXRICH. 

One  (jf  the  prosperous  farmers  and  suc- 
cessful stock  raisers  of  Henry  county, 
Frederick  W.  \\'einrich.  is  now  carrying  on 
operations  on  section  (>.  Munson  township. 
He  is  a  nati\e  of  this  county,  bt>rn  in  Cicnc- 
seo  township,  June  15.  iSOj.  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  William  V.  and  Christina 
(Kipping)  Weim-ich,  who  were  born,  reared 
and' married  in  Cicrmany,  and  as  a  wedding 
journey  came  to  .\inerica  in  i85_'.  The  fa- 
ther had  received  ;i  limited  education  in  his 
nati\-e  land  and  had  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  ten  years  after 
coming  to  this  country,  making  his  home 
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(luring  tliis  time  at  (jcneseo,  Illinois.  lie 
then  tiMik  up  agricultural  I'l'i'S'-iits.  to  which 
he  devoted  hi.s  attention  from  1862  until 
he  retired  from  active  lahor,  in  1893.  He 
purchased  one  iiundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Geneseo  township,  which  h;ul  pre- 
viously heen  hroken,  hut  he  added  to  it 
many  valuahle  improvements,  making  it  one 
of  the  most  desirahle  farms  of  its  size  ii: 
the  kjcality.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  was  also  interested  in  the  stock 
Intsiness  until  1893.  when  he  laid  aside  all 
business  cares  and  removed  to  (ieneseo. 
where  he  now  makes  his  home,  lie  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  hut  has 
never  taken  an  acti\e  part  in  political  af- 
fairs. He  attends  the  .Methodist  Church 
of  Geneseo,  and  is  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  know  him.  In  his  family 
were  nine  children,  all  of  whom  reached  ma- 
tiuMt}'.  namel\- :  lunma.  widow  of  Gottlieb 
Zimmermrm  and  a  resident  of  Geneseo; 
Clara,  who  died  unmarried  at  the  age  "f 
thirty  years:  ChristJia,  at  home  with  her 
parents:  Frederick  W..  our  subject;  Will- 
iam, salesman  for  a  wholesale  liquor  house 
of  Rock  Island;  Alatilda,  at  home;  Edward, 
w  ho  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  stock 
business  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Geneseo 
township;  Charles,  a  printer  by  trade,  who 
died  in  1897;  and  Herman,  who  is  engaged 
ir.  the  poultry  and  commission  Inisiness  in 
Cambridge. 

Frederick  W.  W'einrich  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  district  school  near  his  boy- 
hood home,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
farm,  which,  as  the  oldest  son,  he  assisted 
his  father  in  improving  and  cultivating  as 
soon  as  large  enough  to  handle  a  ])low.  On 
attaining  his  majority  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  as  a  stock  dealer  t)n  a  small 
scale,  giving  his  attention  to  Poland  China 


hogs,  which  he  rai.scd  for  sale  and  breeding 
purposes.  Although  still  a  young  man  he 
is  one  of  the  oldest  dealers  in  his  o  immunity. 
His  stock  is  all  of  a  high  grade  and  very 
valuable.  Each  ye.ar  he  has  his  stock  on 
exhibition  at  the  fairs,  ;nid  has  thus  far  se- 
cured tirst  prize  and  sweepstakes  for  his 
hogs.  He  is  also  extensively  engaged  in 
feeding  cattle  for  market,  and  by  a  \'isit 
to  his  well  kept  farm  one  can  see  some  fine 
animals  as  evidence  of  his  skill  as  a  ])ractical 
s;<ick  feeder.  In  connection  w!th  his 
bnither  PIdward  he  is  also  interested  in  rais- 
ing full  l)looded  draft  horses  and  i)olle<l 
.\ngus  cattle,  which  have  recently  lieen  ailded 
to  the  list  of  high  grade  animals  which  they 
raise.  In  each  business  venture  Mr.  W  ein- 
rich  has  met  with  decided  success,  and  we 
predict  for  him  a  brilliant  future  as  one  of 
the  leading  stock  dealers  of  the  county. 
jM-om  1888  to  1894  he  rented  land  in  (iene- 
seo  townshi]).  but  in  the  latter  year  pur- 
chased his  ]iresent  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  acres  on  section  (\  Munson 
township,  upon  which  he  has  made  some 
valuable  improvements,  including  the  erec- 
tion of  additional  buildings  for  the  accom- 
modation of  his  constantly  increasing  stock 
business. 

In  1888  :Mr.  Weinrich  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Ali>s  ^Matilda  liartz,  who  was 
liorn  in  (iermany,  in  1869,  Iiut  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  in  1871  by  her  par- 
ents, John  and  Anna  (Fritz)  Bartz.  Her 
lather  died  in  Edfonl  township,  this  county, 
in  1900,  but  her  mother  is  still  living  on 
the  farm  there.  Mrs.  Weinrich  is  the  oldest 
of  their  eleven  children  who  are  still  living, 
the  others  being  Bertha,  who  died  aged  about 
three  years  in  (iermany;  Albert  died  in 
C/eneseo  when  a  child;  (iustaf.  a  farmer  of 
Edford  township;  Hulda.  wife  of  B.  Wood- 
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ruff:  Eiiinia,  a  resident  of  Rock  Island; 
Iithvard,  at  Iionie;  Mar}-,  a  resident  of 
Genesen:  and  .Minnie  <uid  J<ihn.  Ixitli  at 
liome.  ( )ne  son.  Otto,  is  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Weinricli  are  active  niem1)ers  and 
lilieral  supporters  nf  the  Methodist  Episco- 
]:al  Church.  He  has  never  taken  an  active 
part  in  poHtical  aft'airs.  He  is  a  wide 
awake  .  energetic  Inisiness  man,  and  is 
thorouHilv  rehal>k'  in  all  transactions. 


\\"1LL1.\A[  II.  CO.S.XKK. 

This  well-known  and  prnsperous  farme; 
■of  liurns  tiiwnsliip,  w  h(i>e  iKmie  is  on  sec- 
tion 14,  is  a  native  <<i  Henry  county,  horn 
i;i  Kewanee  township.  January  3.  1842.  and 
i^  a  worthy  representati\'e  of  one  of  the 
count_\'s  pioneer  families.  His  father 
jacoh  Cosner.  was  horn  on  the  iith  of 
April.  ]8oy,  in  Coshoctou  county.  Ohio, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
coming-  to  this  coiuit}-.  in  1838.  He  was  one 
of  the  hrst  to  locate  in  W'ethersfield  town 
ship  and  hecame  i)rominently  identified  with 
the  early  development  and  uphuilding-  of 
this  locality.  In  1841  he  removed  t(i  Burns 
townsliij).  of  which  he  was  also  a  pioneer, 
and  there  continued  to  reside  luitil  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  3,  18(^7.  He  .served 
as  postmaster  of  Burns  for  several  vears. 
was  road  comn-iissioner  si.\  years,  and 
school  director  for  .sonie  time,  and  was  one 
of  the  leading-  .-uid  inlluential  citizens  of 
his  conm-iunity.  He  ca>t  his  first  presiden 
tial  vote  for  General  Jackson,  and  continued 
to  support  the  Democnuic  ]iarty  through 
out  life.  On  the  5th  of  J-"ehruary.  1841. 
he  married  ,Miss  Sarah  Leonard,  who  was 
horn     in     renns\-lvania,    [anuarv   6,    1820 


and  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Phebe 
Leonard,  the  former  of  German,  the  latter 
of  Irish  descent.  Her  parents  died  in  this 
county  and  were  buried  in  Cosner  cemetery, 
the  cemetery  being  named  after  his  family. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents,  Philip 
and  ]Mary  Cosner,  were  of  German  and 
Welsh  extraction. 

\\'illiam  H.  Cosner  is  the  oldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  the  others  being  as 
follows:  Sylvester  Rush,  born  October  11. 
1843.  tiled  September  27,  1845,  and  was 
buried  in  W'ethersfield  cemetery.  Ahrahani 
Swails,  born  November  13,  1845,  niarried, 
lirst,  Isabella  Tracy,  and.  second.  Eliz;-. 
Martin,  and  lives  in  Cornwall  township 
]>enton  Boner,  born  Octolier  20,  1847,  died 
.\pril  21.  1849,  and  w-as  buried  in  the  Cos- 
ner cen-ietery.  .\nianda  Byantha,  born  De 
cemher  20,  1849,  '■'-'  the  \vife  of  L.  I-..  W'il- 
helm,  of  Kewanee.  Cynthia  Maria,  born 
December  7.  1851.  died  January  (<.  1873. 
Sarah  Salena.  horn  August  31.  1854,  died 
September  i  i,  1855.  ^Mathew-  Potter,  born 
Octolier  20,  1828,  died  Sejjtember  )2.  1859 
Ruea  Rosella,  born  June  2P'.  1858,  died 
September  30,  1858.  Francis  Marion,  horn 
May  22,  1859.  married  Betsy  Johnson,  and 
died  October  20,  1890.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  on  the  30th  of  July.  1896. 

Mr.  Cosner,  of  this  review,  attended  the 
country  schools  near  his  boyhood  home,  and 
on  the  completiou  of  his  education  turneii 
his  attention  to  the  w-ork  of  the  farn-i. 
Throughout  his  entire  life  he  has  engaged 
in  agricultural  pin'snits.  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  two  \alnahle  ;uid  well  improved 
farms,  one  i>\  one  hundred  and  si.\  acres, 
the  other  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
and  a  half  acres.  The  neat  and  thrifty  ap- 
pearance of  these  places  .shows  conclusively 
that  he  thoroughly   understands   the   \-oca- 
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tion  wliich  lie  follows  and  that  he  is  a  man 
of  good  business  ability.  For  some  years 
he  engaged  extensively  in  the  raising  of 
Shropshire  sheep,  but  now  gives  attention  to 
the  raising  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  hogs. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1864,  in  Wethers- 
field  township,  Mr.  C\)sner  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  .\delaide  Alvernia 
Wedge,  born  May  14,  1844,  and  daughter 
of  Chester  and  Paulina  (Ellenwood) 
Wedge,  and  they  have  become  the  parents 
of  two  children :  William  Oria  married 
Emily  Scott,  by  whom  he  has  three  children 
and  with  his  family  lives  on  a  farm  ad- 
joining his  father's.  Ceria  Clyde  married 
Grace  A.  Whittcd,  and  resides  with  oui 
subject;  has  two  children,  Dewey  K.  and 
Claude  W. 

Politically  Mr.  Cosner  is  a  l^emocral 
and  he  takes  (juite  an  active  and  promi,;ciu 
part  in  local  affairs.  He  has  filled  the  cfficc- 
of  justice  of  the  peace  fcjur  years,  constable 
eight  years,  and  road  master  at  \-arious 
tnues,  and  his  official  duties  have  always 
been  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  per- 
formed. 


WILLIAAI  MERRIMAX. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  and  most  highly  esteemed  residents 
of  Plenry  county,  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  Genesee.  He  was  born  in  Huron  coun- 
ty, Michigan,  on  Christmas  day,  1832,  a 
son  of  Edward  and  Malinda  (Bartlett) 
^lerriman,  natives  of  New  York,  from 
which  state  the  father  removed  to  IMichigan 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  '20s.  He  was  a 
good  farmer  and  followed  that  pursuit 
throughout  life.  He  died  February  14, 
1858,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  and  his 
Vv'idow  subsequently  married  Adam  Dunlap, 


a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Geneseo,  who 
i.-.  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Her 
death  occurred  March  24,  1898,  when  she 
was  seventy-se\en  years  of  age.  She  was 
a  devout  Christian,  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  was  generous  and 
charitable,  and  an  excellent  neighbor,  a  de 
voted  wife,  being  almost  worshipped  by  her 
children  for  her  many  endearing  qualities. 
She  still  lives  in  the  affections  of  all  who 
kriew  her. 

\\illiam  ^lerriman  is  the  oldest  in  a 
family  of  six  children,  the  others  being 
Louisa  01i\e,  who  married  J.  Stafford  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years;  Minerva, 
wife  of  Wesley  Xiceswinder,  of  Geneseo, 
I'harles  11. ,  a  resident  of  Blairtown,  Iowa; 
Hortence,  wife  of  Charles  Jackson,  of  Es- 
sex, Iowa;  Harriet,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
tliree  years;  and  Gilbert,  who  resides  in  Ar- 
kansas City,  Kansas. 

The  subject  of  this  re\iew  was  reared 
to  farming,  which  occupation  he  has  fol- 
lowed throughout  life  in  connection  with 
auctioneering,  hax'ing  devoted  a  portion  of 
his  time  to  the  latter  pursuit  for  twenty- 
seven  years.  Although  he  is  practically  li\'- 
ii'g  a  retired  life  in  Geneseo,  he  still  does 
some  auctioneering  for  his  old  friends,  and 
has  sold  as  high  as  thirteen  thousand  dol- 
lars' worth  of  property  in  one  day. 

As  early  as  1838  Mr.  Merriman  came 
tc  Henry  county,  Illinois,  locating  here  be- 
fore the  Indians  had  left  for  their  western 
reservations  and  when  wild  game  was 
plentiful.  At  one  time  he  and  a  neighbor 
counted  a  dr(_)\-e  of  seventy-five  deer  go- 
ing from  one  patch  of  timber  to  another. 
;Mr.  IMerriman  pre-empted  a  tract  of  govern- 
ment land  before  it  came  into  market  and 
later  purchased  it.  .\  portion  of  this  land 
he  still  owns,  having  a  fine  farm  of  three 
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l.undrcd  acres  in  Phenix  tinvnsliii),  which 
lit  lias  impn;)\-ed  and  placed  nnder  excel- 
lent cultivation.  His  principal  farm  prod- 
ucts have  been  corn  and  oats,  and  he  has 
gi\en  considerable  attention  to  the  raising 
of  stock.  In  1892  he  left  the  farm  and 
moved  to  Geneseo,  where  he  now  makes  his 
home.  He  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  as 
school  director  and  highway  commissioner, 
but  has  never  cared  for  official  honors,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  entire  time  and  atten- 
.tion  to  his  business  interests. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  i860,  :Mr.  Aler- 
riman  wedded  [Miss  ^Margaret  Carse,  a  na- 
Ine  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  W.  ;\1.  and  [Mary  Carse,  who  came 
io  this  country  from  Belfast,  Ireland,  at  an 
early  day.  and  in  1850  located  in  Illinois. 
By  this  union  were  born  se\'en  children, 
namely:  [Mary  [M.,  wife  of  ^\'ilbur  Brown- 
ing, of  Phenix,  by  whom  she  has  one  child, 
Z\Iaudie;  Xancy  J.,  wife  of  Benjamin  JMc- 
Henry,  of  Geneseo,  by  whom  she  has  six 
children,  Alta,  M'illiam  B.,  Flora,  Eddie, 
Freddie  E.  and  Benjamin  D. ;  Pearley  Etta, 
wife  of  \V.  JM.  \\'ithrow.  of  Phenix;  Amelia, 
wife  of  Olen  Browning,  by  whom  she  has 
•one  child,  Alva  C. ;  Edward,  a  resident  of 
Phenix,  who  married  Susan  Tabor  and  has 
one  child,  Ora;  Delia,  wife  of  Edwin  ^^'ert, 
■  of  Geneseo,  by  whom  she  has  two  children, 
Ira  and  Gertie;  and  Elsie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fix'e  vears. 


L\A1AX  J.  WILKLXSOX. 

This  well-known  and  efficient  superin- 
tendent of  tlie  Henry  county  infirmary,  lo- 
cated in  JMunson  township,  was  born  in  Ti- 
oga county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  17th  of 
August,  1833,  his  parents  being  George  and 
Julia  A.  (Manton)  Wilkinson,  both  natives 


of  Rhode  Island.  The  Wilkinson  family 
was  founded  in  America  by  his  paternal 
great-grandfather  and  two  brothers,  na- 
tives of  England.  When  young  the  parents 
of  our  subject  mo\-ed  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  their  marriage  was  celebrated,  and 
there  the  father  followed  farming  for  sev- 
eral years.  Coming  to  Illinois  in  1837,  he 
took  up  a  government  claim  in  La  Salle 
county,  and  the  following  year  returned  to 
Pennsylvania  for  his  family.  He  followed 
his  chosen  occupation  in  that  county  until 
h.is  removal  to  Bureau  county,  in  1844,  and 
there  he  also  opened  up  and  improved  a 
farm,  which  he  successfuly  operated  for  a 
nuinlier  of  years.  Later  he  embarked  in 
the  hotel  business  in  Tiskilwa  and  carried 
it  on  for  about  ten  }-ears,  when,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-eight,  he  retired  from  active  life  and 
moved  to  Atchison,  Illinois,  where  he  owned 
a  small  farm.  He  resided  in  Henry  county 
tor  about  six  years,  and  died  while  on  a 
visit  to  our  subject  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 
When  he  first  came  to  Illinois  this  section 
of  the  state  was  practically  all  wild  prairie 
land,  entirely  destitute  of  improvement,  and 
in  the  development  of  his  farms  he  aided 
materially  in  adxancing  its  interests.  He 
started  out  in  life  a  poor  man,  and  through 
his  industry,  enterprise  and  good  manage- 
ment became  quite  well-to-do.  In  religious 
liclief  he  A\'as  a  L'ni\-ersalist,  and  in  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat.  As  one  of  the  leading 
and  influential  men  of  the  community  in 
w  hich  he  lived,  he  was  honored  with  a  num- 
ber of  local  offices,  although  he  never  sought 
political  preferment.  After  his  death  his 
wife  made  her  home  with  her  children  and 
li\ed  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three 
years. 

The  family  of  this  worthy  couple  num- 
bered eight  children,  five  of  whom  reached 
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years  of  maturity,  namely :  Marsliall,  wIhj 
was  a  member  of  the  l-'orty-seventli  Illi- 
nois \'oluntcer  Jnfantry  duriiii;-  the  Civil 
var,  lolloweil  the  hlacksmith's  trade  in 
Tiskilwa,  fJureau  county,  where  he  died  in 
1892;  Lyman  J.,  our  subject,  is  the  second 
in  order  of  birth  and  the  oldest  of  the  fam- 
ily now  living;  Orrin,  who  served  in  Com- 
pany E,  Ninety-tiiird  Illinois  Infantry,  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion,  is  now  engaged  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  1)usiness  in  Princeton.  Illi- 
nois; Charles  is  a  carpenter  nf  Cripple 
Creek,  Colorado;  and  Mary  J.  is  the  widow 
of  William  Smith  and  resides  on  a  farm 
in  Munson  township,  this  county.  All  were 
reared  in  La  Salle  and  P>nreau  counties, 
this  state,  and  were  educated  in  the  public 
schools. 

L}inan  J.  Wilkinson  was  only  four  years 
old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Illinois, 
and  was  reared  amid  pioneer  scenes.  He 
received  a  liigh-school  education,  and  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  arduous  task  of  open- 
ing up  a  farm  in  the  new  country.  He  re- 
mained at  home  imtil  he  was  married,  March 
31,  1853,  to  Miss  Emeline  Stevens,  who  was 
born  in  Canterbury,  Xew  Hampshire,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1835.  ^^^  father.  Thomas  J. 
Stexens,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Bureau 
county,  this  state,  where  he  located  in  1839. 
In  his  family  were  four  children,  who  are 
still  living:  Joseph  INI.,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Anawan,  Henry  county;  Francis,  who  owns 
a  farm  but  is  now  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business  in  Tiskilwa,  Bureau  county;  Lo- 
rena,  widow  of  S.  Fifield  and  a  resident  of 
Buda;  and  Mary,  widow  of  B.  A.  Cleveland 
and  a  resident  of  Davenport,  Iowa.  JMrs. 
Wilkinson  died  at  the  present  home  of  our 
subject  September  19,  1898.  By  that  union 
there  were  born  three  children,  namely:  (i) 
George   T.,    born    October    2^,    18^6,    lives 


on  his  father's  farm  in  Munson  township. 
Jle  married  Jane  Gi.ishorn  and  has  two  chil 
(Iren,  Lyman  and  Bert.  (2  )  Willis  L..  born 
September  21,  1861,  lives  with  his  father 
oil  the  county  farm,  acting  as  his  assistant. 
He  married  Ethel  Lambert,  who  now  serves 
as  matron  of  the  infirmary.  They  have  two 
children,  Mabel  and  Elon.  (3)  Bert  H..  the 
}oungest  son  of  our  sul)ject,  was  born  .\u- 
gust  25,  1867,  and  died,  unmarried,  August 
28,  1889. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wilkinson 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he 
had  previously  learned,  and  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  after  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
Re.sponding  to  his  country's  call  for  aid, 
he  enli.sted  in  Company  E,  Xinety-third  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  Infantry,  which  company 
was  kn<jwn  as  the  Tiskil\\a  Tigers.  He  en- 
tered the  service  as  first  lieutenant,  while 
liis  brother  Orrin  was  captain  of  the  com- 
pany. They  were  mustered  into  service  Oc- 
tober 13,  1862,  by  Captain  Barrey,  of  the 
United  States  army.  Our  subject  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Champion  Hill  and 
the  siege  of  \'icksburg,  but  on  account  of 
failing  health  he  resigned  his  commission 
and  was  mustered  out  September  3,   1863. 

After  resting  for  a  time  Mr.  Wilkinson 
resumed  work  at  his  trade  in  Tiskilwa.  and 
continued  to  follow  the  same  until  selected 
by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Bureau  coun- 
ty as  superintendent  of  the  infirmary  there, 
which  position  he  most  creditably  filled  from 
1869  to  1872,  when  he  resigned  to  accept 
a  similar  position  offered  him  in  this  county. 
The  new  building  had  just  been  erected  in 
ilunson  township,  the  plastermg  being  put 
on  after  he  moved  in.  Since  then  many 
improvements  have  been  made  under  his 
careful  supervision,  antl  the  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twentv  acres  has  been  enlarged 


so 
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to  three  hundred  and  twenty.  Tlie  farm  is 
now  under  a  high  state  of  cultix'ation  and 
the  institution  is  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
owing  to  the  exceUent  management  and 
good  Ijusiness  and  executive  ahihty  of  ^^Ir. 
Wilkinson,  who  has  pro\ed  a  niijst  capable. 
as  well  as  i)o])ular  superintendent.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  well  improved  and  high- 
ly productive  farm  of  one  iiundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  3_',  ]\Iunson  township, 
now  occupied  by  his  son. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  has  been  president  of  the 
Henry  County  Agricultural  Board,  under 
whose  auspices  the  fairs  are  held,  and  is 
one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  association. 
In  religiinis  belief  he  is  an  Episcopalian; 
has  ser\-ed  as  \estryman  for  a  nimilier  oi 
years;  and  at  present  is  one  of  the  vestry- 
men of  the  church  at  Geneseo.  Fraternally 
he  is  an  honored  member  of  E.  G.  Jenkins 
post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  that  place,  and  is  a  prom- 
inent Mason,  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge 
of  Cambridge,  the  chapter  and  commandery 
of  Princeton.  Illinois,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
at  Daveiijiort,  Iowa.  He  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent Republicans  of  his  community,  and 
takes  quite  an  active  and  inHuential  part  in 
the  work  of  his  party.  As  a  pioneer  su- 
perintendent of  infirmaries  in  Illinois,  and 
as  one  of  the  most  honored  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Henry  county  he  is  cer- 
tainly deser\-ing  of  ])n  miinent  mention  in 
its  history.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he 
lias  been  found  true  to  e\ery  trust  reposed 
in  him,  and  lias  manifested  his  loyalt}-  in 
days  of  peace  as  weU  as  in  time  of  war. 


FRANK  F.  WHII'FEN. 

The  present  mayor  of  Kewanee  is  one 
of  the  most  public  spirited  citizens  of  that 
place,   to   whose  energy  and   foresight  the 


city  is  indebted  for  many  improvements. 
While  Mi:  Whiftin,  as  a  prosperous  busi- 
ness man,  has  given  close  attention  to  his 
pri\-ate  affairs,  ire  has  never  forgotten  or 
ignored  the  bond  of  common  interest  wiiicli 
should  unite  the  people  of  ever}-  community 
and  he  has  always  lieen  ready  to  promote 
progress  in  cver_\-  line. 

He  was  1jorn  in  Kewanee,  ^May  ii,  1858, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  \\'hiffen,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Kimbolton,  England,  October 
13,  181 5,  and  who  came  to  America  in 
1832  with  his  parents.  For  many  years  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  proprietor 
of  a  livery  stalile  in  Lontlon,  known  as  the 
Swan  Yard,  but  after  his  emigration  to  tliis 
country  lived  a  retired  life.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  died  in  Utica,  Xew  York,  where  the 
family  located  on  coming  to  tlie  new  world. 
Their  children  were  born  in  England  anil 
are  all  now  deceased.  In  order  of  birth 
they  were  as  follows:  Thomas  spent  his 
early  life  in  L'tica,  Xew  York,  but  his  deatli 
occurred  while  making  his  home  in  Wyom- 
ing, Stark  county,  Illinois;  David  was  a 
resident  of  Iowa;  John,  the  father  of  our 
suljject,  was  the  next  of  the  family;  Isaac 
followed  the  butcher  business  in  Utica,  New- 
York,  throughout  life;  Uridge  was  a  school 
teacher  of  the  same  cit_\- ;  and  ]\Iar_\'  complet- 
ed the  family. 

\\hen  quite  a  \oung  man  John  Whiffen 
Avas  engaged  in  the  butchering  business  in 
L'tica  with  his  brother  Isaac,  to  whom  he 
sold  his  interest  on  coming  west,  ami  whose 
sons  still  carry  on  the  business  at  the  same 
corner  in  tliat  city.  It  was  in  1850  that 
Joim  Whiffen  came  west  selling  carriages 
and  two  years  later  located  in  Wyoming, 
Illinois,  where  he  followed  farming  until 
the  death  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Seaton) 
W'hiffen,   who   passed   away   February   23, 
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1854.  Slie  was  a  sister  of  B.  \\'.  Seaton. 
editnr  of  the  Prairie  Chief.  Canihridge,  lUi- 
iiois.  She  was  also  a  native  of  Ens^land. 
aiul  the}-  were  married  in  L'tica.  New  York, 
Jnly  25,  183S.  P>y  this  union  seven  chil- 
dren were  horn,  namely:  Jdhn  \\'..  horn  in 
June,  1839,  is  eleceased :  Isaac  A.,  horn  Oc- 
tober 8,  1840.  is  a  carriage  manufacturer 
and  dealer  of  Janesville,  Wisconsin ;  Aman- 
da Jane,  born  Xoveniber  14,  1842,  is  now 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Bowles  of  the  same  place; 
Thomas  L'..  born  September  5,  1847.  is  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a  lumber  mer- 
chant of  Dc  Witt,  Nebraska;  Sarah,  l)orn 
October  4,  1849,  married  Moses  M.  Barr. 
of  Downers  drove,  Illinois,  and  lioth  died 
leaving  a  family  of  six  children;  Mary  E.. 
born  March  24.  185-',  is  now  ]\Irs.  Clement 
Xoyes,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesi)ta;  and 
Henrietta,  lx)rn  October  24,  184 J,  died  Oc- 
tolier  6,  1845.  Returning  to  New  York, 
the  father  was  again  marrieil.  July  3,  1854, 
his  second  union  lieing  with  Miss  Clarissa 
A.  Ferguson,  of  Frankfurt,  that  state,  who 
^^■as  born  August  11,  1824.  There  were 
three  children  by  this  union,  of  whom  <jur 
subject  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
Charles  E.,  born  July  30,  1855,  died  April 
23,  1863;  and  Frederick,  born  Xoveniber 
II,  1864,  died  April  5,  18^)7.  In  1855  John 
Whiffen  took  u])  bis  residence  in  Kewanee. 
Illinois,  becoming  one  of  the  first  luitchers 
of  that  place,  and  continuing  to  carry  on 
the  business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
Pie  was  also  one  of  the  early  stock  buyers 
and  shippers  of  this  section,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  carriage  business  as  a  sort  of 
side  issue  for  a  few  years.  He  died  June 
zy.  1897,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1894.  They  were  among  the 
charter  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Kewanee,  anl  were  highly  respected, and 
esteemed  bv  all  who  knew  them. 


During  his  boyhciod  and  youth  I'rank 
F.  ^\■hiffen  atten<letl  the  public  schonls  of 
Kewanee.  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  began 
I'.is  business  career  in  the  employ  of  M.  C. 
Ouinn,  who  conducted  a  meat  market  and 
restaurant.  Later  he  worked  for  his  father 
and  William  Priestman  one  year,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  went  to  Terrill,  Texas, 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  meat  market 
of  ]\Ir.  Priestman  for  a  year.  On  his  return 
to  Kewanee  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
liis  father  in  the  butchering  business  in 
September,  1878.  ami  carried  on  a  market 
in  the  same  building  on  Tremont  street  un- 
til 1887,  when  he  began  buying  and  ship- 
ping live  stock  and  dealing  in  real  estate. 
He  purchased  a  part  of  the  Cook  estate,  con- 
sisting of  thirteen  acres  on  \\'ater  street, 
which  he  laid  out  in  lots  and  then  .sold.  In 
many  instances  he  built  houses  on  the  lots, 
and  sold  all  on  the  installment  plan,  thus 
disposing  of  fifty  lots.  Although  a  number 
of  these  were  sold  without  anything  being 
paid  down,  he  has  ntvev  had  to  take  one 
back.  In  this  way  he  has  enabled  many  a 
poor  person  to  secure  a  home,  who  other- 
wise would  not  have  done  so.  yir.  WhifYeu 
also  laid  out  an  addition  in  the  east  end 
of  town,  known  as  the  Elmwood  addition, 
which  contains  thirty-two  lots,  all  practical- 
ly built  up  now.  He  is  still  successfully 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  and  has 
iiandled  houses  and  lots  all  over  the  city. 
He  sold  the  lot  on  which  the  Kewanee  Na- 
tional Bank  is  located  to  that  corporation, 
and  recei\-ed  for  the  same  the  highest  price 
e\er  paid  for  a  lot  in  Kewanee.  In  1894 
lie  embarked  in  the  lumljer  liusiness  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Ouincy  railroad  tracks,  on  Xorth  ]\Iain 
street,  carrying  a  full  line  of  building  ma- 
terials, and  has  built  up  a  good  trade.  He 
is   a   wide-awake,    energetic   Inisiness    man. 
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who  generally  carries  forwartl  to  successful 
completion  whatever  lie  undertakes. 

On  the  _'Oth  of  October,  18S4.  :\Ir. 
W'hiffen  was  united  in  marriage  with  Alis^ 
Sarah  J.  Pyle.  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
.Sarah  J.  ( CoUingwood)  Pyle,  natives  of 
England  and  early  settlers  of  Henry  count}-. 
The  father  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother 
i-  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Ke- 
Avanee  township.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
biave  two  children.  Clara  and  Charles  F.. 
who  are  both  attending  school. 

'Sir.  WhifYen  is  a  director  of  the  Union 
Building  &  Loan  Association,  and  treasurer 
of  the  same.  As  a  Republican  he  takes  quite 
an  active  and  influential  part  in  local  pol- 
itics, and  has  been  honored  with  the  highest 
office  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 
He  served  as  assessor  in  1893.  1894,  1896 
and  1897,  being  first  elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic and  later  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
In  1899  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  cit_\', 
and  during  his  term  man}-  jiermanent  im- 
provements has  been  made,  including  the 
completion  of  the  system  of  sanitary  sewer- 
age as  commenced  by  [Mayor  Pierce,  and 
the  laying  of  a  number  of  cement  sidewalks. 
He  also  arranged  the  details  and  carried  out 
tlie  paving  of  the  business  part  of  the  city. 
the  tirst  laid  in  the  cit}-.  ]Mr.  W'hifi^en  is 
j)re-eminently  public-spirited  and  progress- 
ive, and  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  du- 
ties has  displayed  the  same  business  ability 
and  fidelity  that  has  marked  liis  entire  busi- 
ness career. 


MICHAEL  X.  EAIERY. 

For  a  (juarter  of  a  century  this  gentleman 
has  been  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
JJalva  township,  his  home  being  on  section 


26.  A  native  of  Illinois,  he  was  born  near 
Lafayette,  Stark  county,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Neville)  Emery,  honored  pioneers  of  this 
state.  The  lunery  family  was  founded  in 
America  by  two  brothers,  wIki  came  to  this 
country  from  Germany,  erne  locating  in 
Maine,  the  other  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
former  was  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade,  the 
latter  a  blacksmith.  The  family  has  been 
well  represented  in  the  wars  of  this  coun- 
try, being  always  \er}-  patriotic  and  loyal. 
Among  its  members  are  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  \\hile  Conrad  Emery, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  in  the 
w-ar  of  181 2,  and  several  cousins  participat- 
ed in  the  Civil  war. 

Jacob  Emery,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1803.  antl  first 
married  Deborah  Doty,  by  whom  he  had 
six  children.  Two  died  when  yLiung.  but 
the  others  are  still  living,  namely:  }klary, 
widow  of  Michael  Neville  and  a  resident 
of  Fulton  county.  Illinois:  Sarah  J.,  wife 
of  Leonard  Dufur.  of  UniLm  county.  Iowa; 
James  H..  of  Whitewater.  Wisconsin:  anil 
Lucinda,  wife  of  Charles  Potter,  of  TouKui, 
Stark  comity,  Illinois.  At  an  early  day  the 
father  came  to  Illinois,  and  near  Canton, 
b'ulton  county,  he  married  Elizabeth  Xexille, 
a  nati\e  of  Ireland,  who  died  in  November, 
1850.  Two  of  the  eight  children  Itorn  of 
this  union  died  in  childln'iid,  the  others  be- 
ii:g  Johanna,  who  married  Joseiih  Potter 
and  dietl  in  18(12:  David,  a  retired  citizen  of 
Galva ;  Britt  A.,  also  a  resident  of  that  place ; 
Michael  N.,  our  subject ;  Catherine,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Daniel  Lundy  and  died  in 
1869;  and  Rose.  For  his  third  wife  the 
father  marrietl  Lydia  Driscoll.  and  to  them 
was  born  one  child,  Happy  E.,  wife  of  S. 
\'.  Deem,  of  Cialva.     In  1863  the  parents  of 
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our  sul)ject  removed  to  Stark  county,  wliicli 
was  tlieii  infested  by  Indians,  while  wild 
{;aine  of  all  kinds  was  very  abundant.  The 
father  purchased  several  tracts  of  gx)veru- 
nient  lan<l,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  held 
two  deeds  signed  by  President  Van  Buren 
and  two  by  President  Tyler.  He  owned 
about  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  at  that  time,  all  of  which  had  been  im- 
jiroved  by  himself.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
tc  settle  on  the  prairie  and  experienced  all 
the  hardshi])s  and  privations  of  i)ioneer  life. 
In  early  days  he  hauled  his  farm  produce 
overland  to  Chicago  and  Lacon.  In  1853 
he  purchased  property  in  Galva  and  erected 
J'lve  houses  in  the  new  town  about  the  time 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad 
w  as  built  through  that  place.  There  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  4,  1894.  By  his  ballot  he  su[)ported 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repul)lican 
part}-,  and  was  always  j)ronunently  identi- 
fied with  public  affairs,  being  honored  with 
a  number  of  official  positions.  He  served 
;'.s  supervisor  and  a  member  of  the  town 
board,  the  duties  of  which  ix)sitions  he  dis- 
charged in  a  most  creditable  manner.  Re- 
ligiously he  was  an  acti\e  worker  and  in- 
fluential member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church. 

During  his  bo\hood  Michael  X.  Emer}- 
pursued  his  studies  in  a  rutle  school  house  in 
kis  native  county,  and  after  C(jming  to  Galva 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  attended  school  for 
a  few  years.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
manifested  his  patriotism  and  love  of  coun- 
try by  enlisting  August  19,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany B,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  \'olunteer 
hifantry,  under  command  of  J.  C.  Black, 
leaving  Galva  the  same  day.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  in  1862; 
Prairie  Grove,  on  the  Tth  of  December,  that 


year ;  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  many  skir- 
nfishes.  During  the  Red  river  expedition 
he  was  taken  ill  and  came  home  on  a  fur- 
li'Ugli.  Being  unable  to  return  to  the  front, 
he  was  mustered  out  at  Chicago  in  October, 
1864.      He  was  twice  slightly  wounded. 

After  being  mustered  out  Mr.  Emery 
lived  near  Lafayette,  Illinois,  until  1876,  be- 
ing engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  there  and  also 
operated  rented  property.  Selling  his  farm 
in  Stark  county,  in  1875,  he  bought  his  pres- 
ent place  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
on  sections  _'5  and  26,Galva  township,Henry 
county,  and  the  following  year  took  up  his 
residence  thereon.  He  has  since  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  has  met  with  mosi 
gratifying  success. 

In  1867  Mr.  Emery  married  Miss  Lydia 
A.  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Indiana,  in 
1847.  Her  father,  Lyman  Williams,  is  now- 
living  in  Lafayette,  Stark  county,  at  the  ripa 
old  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Her  mother 
died  September  12,  1876.  During  the  bor- 
der troubles  in  Kansas  he  went  to  that  state, 
running  the  blockade  successfully,  but  after 
remaining  there  a  few  weeks  he  returned  to 
Illinois.  His  children  are  Mrs.  Mary  Miner. 
a  resident  of  Toulon;  Charles  M.,  of  Galva 
ti'wnshi]>:  L}-dia  A.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
John  A.,  of  Galva,  Iowa;  'Slvs.  Sarah  Baker 
and  William  J.,  both  of  Stark  county;  Ella, 
:,  teacher  of  Geneseo;  and  Mrs.  Anna  Belle 
White,  of  Lafayette.  Unto  ^h.  and  Mrs. 
Lniery  w  ere  born  three  children,  but  one  died 
ill  childhood.  \\'illiam  E.,  born  November 
4,  1870,  is  an  employe  of  the  Hayes  Pump 
&  Planter  Company  of  Galva,  He  married 
Pauline  Dock,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Wallace  Leslie.  \\'allace  J.,  born  Septem- 
ber 19,  1878.  is  at  home  with  his  father. 
Both  sons  attendetl  the  public  schools  of  this 
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Cfmiity.  anil  the  older  took  a  business  course  ton  and  after  her  death  wedded  Mary  El- 

ai  Lcis  Angeles,  California.  wmid.  by  wlKmi  he  had  the  following  chil- 

In  his  ])olitieal  views  Mr.  Emery  is  a  dren :  Hiram.  Rush,  Elwood.  Ashford.  de- 
stanch  Republican,  but  has  nc\er  lieen  an  ceased,  Xancy  J.,  l^lizabeth  Af.  and  Susan 
aspirant  for  office,  though  always  an  acti\e  -M.  {3)  Bettie  is  the  wife  of  John  Eartles, 
worker  for  the  interests  of  his  party.  I'or  of  Hamilton  count\-.  (  )hio.  and  they  have 
a  number  of  years  he  served  as  scho.  il  di-  rive  children.  John.  Jacob.  W'endel.  Cather- 
rector  in  his  district.  He  is  an  honored  ine  and  Mary.  After  the  death  of  the  father 
member  of  the  ( h-and  Army  I'o^t.  Xo.  33,  our  subject's  mother  was  again  married. 
of  (^iaha,  and  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  while  her  second  union  being  with  Erancis  Henry 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Eyer.  and  by  this  marriage  had  rive  children  : 
Eastern  Star  Chapter,  of  which  she  has  been  (i)  Margaret,  who  died  in  1899,  was  the 
worthy  matron.  They  are  i)eople  of  con-  v.ife  of  Amos  Gustin,  of  Indiana,  and  they 
siderable  prominence  in  the  community  had  seven  children.  Henry.  Jeremiah,  Cath- 
where  they  reside  and  are  held  in  high  re-  erine.  Clara.  Sarah,  Jacob  and  William.  (2) 
gard  where\er  known.  ]\Iary.   who  died   in    iSNo.   was   the   wife  of 

Robert  I'atton,  and  they  had  four  children. 

Francis,  Jefferson.  John  and   Albert.      (3) 

Christiana,  who  died  in   iSoo.  was  the  wife 

HEXRV  EVER.  of  Jonathan  Gustin.  of  .\nder.son.  Indiana 

(4)  Catherine  is  a  resident  of  Warren  coun- 

Erominent     among     the     representative  ty.    Ohio.      (5)    Sarah,   also   a    resident   <.if 

citizens   and    respected    and    intluential    men  that  county,  is  the  widow  of  J,  )hn  Sette.  and 

of    Annawan    is    the    subject    of    this    bio-  has  two  children,  Francis  and  Mary  J. 
gra])hical   notice,    who    for   many   years   has  Henry    J\ver    w;is    rearetl    and    educated 

l)een   identiried    with   the   agricultural   inter-  in   his   nati\e   county.      ^Ir.    h'yer   has   been 

ests  of  Henry  county,  Init   is  now  living  a  twice  married,   hrst,   with    Miss   Matilda   E. 

retired   life  at   his  pleasant   home   in   Anna-  J'atton.   of   Warren  county.   Ohio     To  this 

wan.  union  were  born  three  children,  William  J., 

Mr.   lA-er  was  born  in   Warren  county.  Kewanee.    Illinois:    (ieorge  \\'.    (deceased). 

Ohio,  on  the   T4th  of  April.   iS-'^.  and  is  a  and  Sarah  J.,  who  married  Thomas  .Mason, 

.son    of    l-'rancis    Henry   and    .Marv    (Knob-  Itureau  county.   Illinois.    Mrs.   l\ver  died   in 

loch)    l^yer.    the    former    a    native    of    ( ier-  September,    lS.^o,   and   he   was   married   the 

many,  who  came  to  America  and  settled  in  second   time  on   the    14th  of  August,    1S31. 

Warren    county.    Ohio.    ])rior    to    iSij,    the  ih.e   lady   of   his   choice   being    ^liss     Sarah 

latter  of  N'irginia.    By  their  union  were  born  B.linn,  who  was  born  June  JO.  1831.  a  d.augh- 

three     other     children,     namely:    (i)    John  ter  of  Daniel  .and    l-dizabeth    (  Frye  I    lUinn, 

wedded   Mary   Ealton   and   died    in   Warren  natives  of  Ohio  and   \'irginia.   respectixely. 

county.    Ohio,    leaving    si.x    children.    Will-  It  was  in   181O  that  they  settled  in  Warren 

iani.    Root,    Wendell,    John,    .Margaret    and  county,  Ohio.      In  their  family  were  eleven 

Mary.      (  j  )   J.acob.  who  also  died   in   War-  children:   (  i  )    .\bsolum,  a  resident  of  Kan- 

ren  countv,  Ohio,  rirst  married  Hester  l';it-  sas.   married    [Martha   F'rve,    and   thev   have 
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fiur  children.  .Sarah.  Millie.  Solomon  and 
Lincoln.  ( j)  Sarah,  wife  of  our  .subject, 
i>  next  in  order  of  birtli.  (3)  ]\Iary,  a  resi- 
<lent  of  Bureau  county.  Illinois,  is  the  widow 
of  Samuel  Pottorf  and  has  three  sons.  W'ill- 
i;;m,  Samuel  and  Jacob.  (4)  Solomon  first 
married  Elizabeth  Cjeochenour,  by  whom  he 
liad  three  children,  Becky,  Mary  and  Malissa, 
and  for  his  .second  wife  wedded  Mary  Xor- 
ton.  by  wliom  he  had  two  children,  (Irani 
and  (iecjrge.  (5)  Christiana  is  the  wife  of 
Menry  Messmore,  of  Indiana,  and  they  had 
three  children:  Elizabetii.  now  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Oldfather,  of  Indiana,  by  whom  she 
lias  two  children,  Emma  and  Otis;  Ella,  who 
married  E.  Mitten  and  died  in  .\nnawan. 
this  county.  In  Septeml^er,  1899.  leavinj^  two 
children,  Xellie  and  Frank;  and  (ieorge, 
whn  married  lata  I'a^ne.  now  a  resident  of 
W'ethersheld,  Illinois,  and  in  Sei)tember, 
1898,  he  and  liis  son  Willie  were  killed 
V  hen  crossing  a  railroad  track  in  a  buggy 
ai  Kewanee.  (0)  Samuel,  of  Kansas,  mar- 
ried Annetta  IJe  Witt, and  they  have  five  chil- 
dren, David,  Lena,  Harry,  Samuel  and  Jo- 
seph. (7)  Julia  is  the  wife  of  James  K. 
Batten,  of  .\nnawan,  Henry  count)'.  Illi- 
nois, and  they  ha\e  ten  children:  Hettie. 
:Mary.  John.  Howard.  .Kddie.  ( ieorge. 
Curtis.  Emma,  Xora  and  Milo.  (8|  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Henry  Collins,  of  Kan- 
sas, ;nid  they  have  three  children,  Xellie, 
Jonas  and  Absalom,  (g)  Daniel,  also  a  resi- 
dent of  Kansas,  married  Hannaii  Carroll. 
and  they  have  nine  children,  Sarah,  Becky, 
John,  Millie.  \'inie,  William,  ]\Iary,  Samuel 
and  Xettie. 

The  children  born  to  our  suliject  and 
liis  wife  are  as  follows  :  (  i  )  Francis  Marion, 
Ixjrn  September  2,  1852.  died  July  24.  1853. 
(2)  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  October  iC).  1853, 
i-  the  widow  of  Webster  Batten  antl  a  resi- 


dent of  La  Fayette,  Illinois.  Her  children 
were  Tillie;  Eli,  deceased:  Albert:  Clarence; 
Forest:  Maud  and  Harrison.  (3)  Samuel 
.\lfred,  born  July  12,  1855.  died  Decemlier 
12,  i8()4.  (4)  Martha  Ellen,  born  October 
if),  1858,  died  .August  31.  1859.  (5)  Emma 
.Alice,  born  March  14,  i860,  died  March  25. 
i860.  (6)  John  Henry,  born  July  16, 
1S61,  died  October  14.  1862.  (7)  An- 
nette Matilda,  born  March  14,  1863,  died 
Se])lember  11,  1864.  (8)  Daniel  D.  Ed- 
ward, born  September  i,  1864,  died  Janu- 
ary 29,  1865.  (9)  .Vnna  Louisa,  born  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Xichols  J. 
Griffi'j,  of  Annawan.  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren, (ieorge,  Charles,  Maud,  Ida  M.  and 
Mamie.  (10)  Charles  iClmer.  born  April 
24,  1868,  is  a  farmer  of  Annawan.  Henry 
county.  He  married  Salina  I'alnier  and  they 
have  two  children.  William  H.  and  Guy. 
(II)  Jes.^^e  .\lvin,  born  May  8,  1870,  mar- 
ried Fsta  Cole  (deceased  )  and  they  had  one 
child.  Lowell,  who  resides  at  La  Fayette, 
Illinois. 

During  the  first  few  years  of  his  married 
life  Mr.  Eyer  engaged  in  farming  in  Ohio, 
and  on  the  iith  of  September,  1857,  started 
V  est.  On  his  arrival  in  Henry  county,  .\n- 
nawan  contained  but  two  stores,  and  much 
of  this  region  was  wild  and  unimpro\-ed. 
He  located  three  miles  south  of  that  toun, 
and  purchased  four  hundred  acres  of  land, 
for  which  he  paid  an  average  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  and  twenty  cents  per  acre.  To 
this  tract  he  added  until  he  had  six  hundred 
acres,  but  has  since  disposed  of  it,  giving 
most  of  it  to  his  children.  Mrs.  Eyer  still 
owns  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  in  Anna- 
v,an  townshi]).  In  his  farming  operations 
he  has  met  with  most  e.xcellent  success,  and 
his  career  has  ever  been  such  as  to  gain  for 
biim  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  those 
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with  will  111!  he  has  been  linmoht  in  ci)ntact. 
either  in  business  or  social  life.  He  and 
his  wife  are  faithful  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  Clnu-ch.  and 
are  penple  of  the  highest  respectability.  In 
May,  1S92.  they  removed  to  Annawan, 
w  here  thev  now  reside. 


OSW.MJ)   FISCHER. 

Oswald  iMscher,  deceased,  was  for  a 
number  of  years  one  of  the  leading-  farmers 
(  1  Burns  township,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most 
liighly  respected  citizens.  He  was  born  in 
Saxony,  Cierman_\-.  Feliruary  iS.  1S34.  and 
was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  the 
others  being  Edward,  Cotlob.  Mina.  I'aulina. 
Rosalia  Augusta  and  Christiana.  His  par- 
ents were  life-long  residents  of  Augusta. 
German}-. 

In  bis  natix'e  countr}-  Oswald  b'iscber 
grew  to  maidiood  and  was  e<lncated  in  the 
common  .schools  of  Saxony.  He  then  served 
an  a])prenticeshi])  as  a  miller,  an  occupa- 
tion which  he  followed  until  he  came  to  tbt 
United  States  in  1858.  Landing  at  Xew 
York  he  came  direct  to  Henry  county.  Illi- 
nois, and  obtained  his  first  position  in  a  mill 
at  Geneseo.  and  later  had  charge  of  the  mill 
in  Andoxer,  where  be  remained  until  he 
was  com])elled  to  abandon  the  business  on 
account  of  po.ir  health.  He  then  bought  a 
])artially  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Burns  township,  but  after  a 
few  years  sold  it  and  bought  the  tine  farm 
en  section  8.  that  he  afterward  made  bis 
home,  lie  took  the  farm  with  few  improve- 
ments, there  being  only  the  shell  of  a  small 
frame  house,  a  few  ajiple  trees,  and  forty 
acres    broken.      The    improvements    which 


now  delight  the  eye  were  all  made  by  him- 
self assisted  by  bis  good -wife.  In  188 1  they 
built  r)ne  of  the  finest  liouses  in  the  town- 
ship, a  liome  that  would  compare  favorably 
with  many  good  residences  in  a  city.  As  a 
stock  raiser  he  was  very  successful.  gi\'ing 
special  attention  to  hogs,  of  which  he  kept 
the  best  grades.  L'pon  this  farm  be  con- 
tinued to  resitle  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Xo\eniber  10.  i8q-.  The  farm  is 
still  held  by  the  family  and  is  the  widow's 
place  of  residence. 

On  the  J4th  of  August.  1865.  }ilr. 
Fischer  married  Miss  Mary  Louisa  Cbarlet. 
a  natixe  of  Prussia.  Germany,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  and  Dorothy  (Scharbp) 
Charlet.  the  father  dying  when  ^^be  was  two 
years  and  a  half  old.  The  mother  came 
\\itli  the  faniil_\-  to  Kewauee  in  185C)  ant! 
Miss  Charlet  was  educated  there.  To  Mr. 
and  ?\Irs.  l-"iscber  were  born  the  following 
children:  b"<lward  L..  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, married  bla  Whitney,  a  native  of  this 
county,  and  they  baxe  one  daughter.  Hazel 
I'.elle.  Lena  L.  is  the  wife  of  Willia.m 
Ste\ens.  a  farmer  of  Burns  township,  am! 
they  ha\e  one  son.  I'larl  Cleo.  I'.ernard  O. 
married  Anna  Carlson,  a  nati\e  of  .Sweden, 
aiid  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Burns  town- 
ship. Alvin  .\.  and  Lorena  .\.  are  both 
at  home  with  their  mother. 

Mr.  Fischer  ac.|uired  ;l  good  pract'cid 
education  in  his  native  land,  and  for  twelve 
or  fourteen  ye.ars  cajjabl)'  and  sat'sfacturily 
serxed  as  school  director  in  this  townshi]). 
b^-oni  the  age  of  fourteen  _\ears  he  was  an 
earnest  menil)er  of  the  (iernian  Lutberrin 
Church,  and  led  an  upright,  honorable  life, 
in  which  be  gained  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  be  came  in  contact, 
iri  bis  political  \iews  be  was  a  Bei)ublican. 
but  not  an  as])irant  for  otiice.     Mrs.  b'^scber 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


is  a  inemlier  i>f  tlie  Cliristian  Science 
flnirch  and  i>  one  ni  the  directofs  of  tlie 
clnu-cli.  and  tlnis  tar  snccessfnl  in  liealint;-. 
althout;h  her  field  of  lalior  has  been  limited. 


JOIIX   I.KWl.X. 

The  snliject  of  this  sketch  is  a  i)r.is]>erons 
^lanxnian  of  (lalva  townshij).  where  he  has 
made  his  homo  since  \H^().  He  was  horn  on 
the  Isle  of  .Man.  January  j;.  1X43.  a  son  of 
Robert  and  Isabella  (  Kissick)  I'cwin,  also 
nati\cs  of  the  same  place.  In  1S56  tiiev 
1-rousiht  their  family  to  .\merica  and  set- 
tled in  Clalva.  Illinois,  where  the  father,  who 
was  a  carriage  maker  1)y  trade,  died  the 
lollt)wino-  year,  aged  tifty-four  years,  .\fter 
liis  death  the  mother  made  her  home  with 
lier  children  until  she.  too.  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  August.  1S94.  at  the  age  of 
eiglit_\'-rne  }-ears.  She  li\ed  with  our  subject 
almost  fort}"  \-ears.  I'oth  parents  were 
earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Cliurch.  and  were  higlily  respected  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Thomas,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years:  Ivobert.  who  lives  near 
Kempton.  l-"oril  county.  Illinois:  John,  the 
svibject  of  this  sketch:  Jane,  deceased  wife 
of  William  Kneal.  of  Kemi)ton :  and  Isabella, 
wife  of  John  Corkill.  of  (ialva  township,  this 
county. 

His  parents  being  in  limited  circum- 
stances. John  Lewin  had  very  limited  school 
privileges,  and  most  of  liis  education  has 
been  acquireil  by  reading  and  observaticMi. 
He  was  thirteen  years  of  age  on  the  emigra- 
tion of  the  family  to  America  and  at  once 
sought,  work,  lieiug  employed  a.s  a  farm  hand 
at  ten  dollars  per  month  for  two  years.     At 


that  time  this  region  was  wild  and  sparsely 
settled,  and  there  was  not  a  bridge  on  the 
road  l)etween  (ialva  and  Lafayette.  When 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  and  a  brother  rented 
a  .small  farm  in  (lalva  township,  which  they 
operated  on  their  own  accord,  having  pur- 
cha.sed  .some  stock  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments. \\'hile  on  that  farm  our  subject  at- 
tended the  ])nl)lic  schools  for  three  winters. 

.\bout  1870  Mr.  Lewin  made  his  first 
])nrcha-e  of  land,  con>isting  of  eighty  acres 
in  Knox  county,  which  hail  been  improved, 
ar.d  for  which  he  jiaid  four  thousand  dol- 
lars. He  later  .sold  that  place  at  an  advance 
of  one  thousand  dollars  and  bought  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  26, 
(jaha  townshi]),  Henry  county,  where  lie 
now  resides,  liaving  ])reviously  rentefl  the 
same  for  ten  years.  Having  succeeded  in 
liis  farming  operations  he  has  added  to  his 
l)roperty  until  he  now  has  three  linndred  and 
Hfty  acres  of  well  improved  and  valual)le 
land.  Throughout  his  business  career  he 
has  engaged  in  general  farming,  and-  in  re- 
cent years  has  carried  on  stock  raising  f|U!te 
extensively,  shipping  a  carload  of  both  hogs 
and  cattle  to  market  annually.  His  specialty 
is  polled  Angus  cattle.  He  has  also  been 
identified  with  fi\e  different  mining  opera- 
tions in  (ialva.  all  of  which  proved  quite- 
l)roht;i])le. 

In  1S84  Mr.  Lewin  married  Miss  Annie 
.\ndrewartha.  who  was  also  born  on  the 
Isle  of  Man,  May  _^o.  1S64,  and  is  the  oldest 
of  a  family  of  four  cliildren,  the  others  being 
.Martha,  wife  of  David  Clague,  a  farmer  of 
Kno.x  count}':  William,  a  farm  hand  of 
(;alva:  and  David,  a  Methodist  Episco])al 
minister  of  Hennepin.  Illinois.  The  parents 
of  these  children  were  William  and  Eliza 
.\n(lrewartha.  natives  of  the  Isle  of  ]\Ian, 
who  renio\-ed  from  there  to  England,  and  in 
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i8So  came  to  tlie  United  States.  Incatino-  in 
(ial\a.  where  the  niDther  died  in  1887,  but 
the  father  is  still  livino-  in  Galva  township, 
r.y  occupation  he  is  a  miner.  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Lewin  have  fi\'e  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  lit"  hirth  are  as  follows:  Bertha.  Jan- 
uary 12.  1886:  John.  June  i.  1887:  Eliza. 
January  25,  1889;  Forrest.  December  26. 
1893:  and  Francis.  December  16.  i8g6.  With 
the  exceijtion  of  the  youngest  all  are  now 
attending  school. 

yiv.  Lewin  started  out  in  life  with  noth- 
ing but  his  indomitable  energy,  and  his  ac- 
cumulation of  this  world's  goods  is  at- 
tributable to  his  good  judgment  in  business 
affairs,  his  industry  and  persex'erance.  and 
the  assistance  of  bis  estimable  wife.  Both 
are  active  members  of  the  ^Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  of  the  Fraternal  Tribune 
of  (iaha.  They  are  widely  and  favorably 
known  and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  the 
peo])le  of  the  communit}-  in  which  they  live. 
In  his  political  affiliatii>ns  Mv.  Lewin  is  a 
Republican  and  cast  bis  hrst  presidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 


DAVID  WHITAIORE. 

For  sixty  years  David  W'bitmore  has 
L-en  c.  mnected  with  the  history  of  Henry 
lunty.  and  for  a  (juarter  i>f  a  century  lias 
L'en  a  resident  of  Woodhull.  He  has  dnne 
lore  for  the  upbuilding  of  his  town  than 
ny  other  of  its  citizens:  has  championed 
\ery  niu\ement  designed  to  jiromote  the 
eneral  welfare:  supported  every  enteri)rise 
ir  the  i)ublic  good:  and  has  material'y  aid- 
:1  in  the  advancement  of  all  social,  iudus- 
■ial.  educational  and  moral  interests. 

Mr.    W'bitmore    was    born     in     Morgan 


county.  Ohio.  August  9.  182 1.  and  is  a  son 
of  John  \Miitmore.  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.  and  grandson  of  Jacob  Whitmore, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which 
state  bis  ancestors  were  pioneers.  They 
were  of  German  descent.  At  an  early  day 
the  father  remi>ved  to  Morgan  county. 
Ohio.  l)ecoming  one  of  its  first  settlers,  and 
there  he  cleared  and  impro\-ed  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  In  connec- 
tion with  its  cultivation  he  also  operated  a 
sawmill  w  hich  he  owned.  In  Belmont  county, 
Ohio,  be  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Archibald, 
a  native  of  Washington.  Pennsxlvania.  and 
a  daughter  of  James  Archibald,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  was  a  child  of  three 
vears  when  brought  to  this  country.  In 
1837  John  Whitmore  came  with  his  family 
to  lllintiis.  and  first  located  in  Mercer  coun- 
ty, but  three  years  later  took  up  bis  resi- 
dence in  Clover  township.  Henry  county, 
liis  nearest  neighbors  at  that  time  being  ten 
and  twelve  miles  away.  There  he  entered 
a  tract  of  government  land,  and  frum  the 
wild  prairie  developed  a  good  farm.  His 
last  years  were  spent  at  the  home  of  our 
subject  in  Woodhull.  where  he  died  in  1885, 
at  the  ailvanced  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
His  wife  passed  away  while  residing  on  tlie 
farm,  in  1866. 

David  Whitmore  received  a  rather 
meager  education  in  the  schools  of  bis  na- 
tive county,  and  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  this  state  with  his  parents. 
He  aided  bis  father  in  the  arduous  task  of 
impnixing  the  home  farm,  and  also  broke, 
fenced  and  iini)ro\ed  a  tract  of  forty  acres 
w  hich  he  had  entered  for  himself.  He  subse- 
(piently  entered  and  bought  more  land  until 
he  owned  eight  hundred  acres,  a  half-sec- 
tion of  which  he  place  uinler  cultivation,  and 
erected  thereon  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings. 


DAVID  WHITMORE. 
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He  actively  engaged  in  farming  until  1876, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  ([uite  extensively 
interested  in  the  raising  and  feeding  of 
stock,  which  proved  to  him  a  profitable  busi- 
ness, it  being  his  policy  to  1)U\-  and  im- 
prove pro])erty.  He  has  erected  six  l)rick 
and  two  frame  business  hotises  and  several 
residences,  and  in  this  way  has  materially 
promoted  the  welfare  of  the  town,  doing 
more  for  its  ad\anccmenl  than  probalily  any 
other  man. 

In  Henry  county,  Mr.  \\'hitniore  was 
married,  in  1833.  to  .Miss  Eliza  J.  Hooher. 
a  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  Ann 
(  Voung)  l'>ooher,  who  were  also  pioneers 
of  this  county.  Her  fatiier  was  a  native  of 
I'ennsyhania.  from  which  state  he  removed 
Ic  Ohio,  later  came  to  Illinois,  and  finally 
went  to  Kansas,  where  his  death  occurred. 
His  wife  spent  her  last  years  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitniore  in  Woodhull. 
where  she  died.  Our  subject's  parents  and 
^Irs.  Booher  were  all  lai<l  to  rest  at  Clover 
Chapel  cemetery,  b'ive  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Whitniore.  but  two  .are 
now  deceased,  namely:  b'lorence  M..  who 
was  married  twice  and  died  in  Woodhull, 
leaving  five  children  ;  and  Douglas,  who  died 
in  1 87 1,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  Those 
living  are  Ida  M..  wife  <if  S.  T.  Currie.  of 
Chicago:  Elizabeth  L.,  wife  of  John  Ben- 
nison,  a  merchant  of  Muscatine.  Iowa;  and 
Nellie  I.,  wife  of  C.  A.  ^^■arren,  of  \\'oo(l- 
h.ull. 

Politically  Mr.  Whitniore  is  a  Jeffer- 
si:nian  Democrat,  and  has  taken  quite  an 
acti\e  part  in  local  politics.  He  served  as 
assessor  of  Clover  township  for  alx)ut  ten 
■consecutive  years;  has  been  a  member  of  the 
village  board,  and  school  director  for  some 
years.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  ^Methodist, 
iind     was     first     connerted      with      Clover 


Cha])el.  but  now  holds  membership  in  the 
church  of  that  denomination  of  Woodhull. 
He  assisted  in  building  the  latter,  and  has 
contributed  lil)erally  toward  the  erection  of 
a  numl)er  of  chui'ches  in  Henry  comity.  He 
has  served  as  trustee  and  steward  for  nearly 
forty  years,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  all 
church  work.  Fraternally  he  is  a  charter 
member  of  Woodhull  Lodge,  F.  &  .\.  M.. 
in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  and  is 
now  ])ast  master.  He  has  now  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Illinois  for  sixty-three  years,  and  a 
longer  ])eriod  of  time  in  Clover  townshi]) 
than  any  one  now  living,  and  can  relate 
many  interesting  reminiscences  of  life  on 
the  frontier.  In  early  life  he  worked  some 
in  the  pineries  of  the  north  and  rafted  logs 
down  the  Mississippi.  He  also  engaged  in 
steamboating  on  that  river  one  summer. 
He  has  witnessed  the  destructive  prairie 
fires  that  once  swept  »>ver  the  .state,  and  has 
seen  great  herds  of  deer.  When  he  first  lo- 
cated here  he  often  hauled  grain  and  other 
farm  produce  to  Chicago,  it  requiring  eight- 
een or  nineteen  days  to  make  the  trip,  which 
can  now  be  accomplished  by  means  of  rail- 
roads in  a  few  hours.  He  then  camped  out 
at  night,  sleeping  under  his  wagon.  He  is 
a  man  of  exemplary  hal)its  and  tried  integ- 
rity, and  his  many  friends  throughout  the 
county  will  be  pleased  to  read  tliis  record  of 
his  life. 


JOHX  E.  STOXBERC. 

John  E.  Stonberg,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Gaha,  eminently  deserves  classification 
among  the  purely  self-made  men  of  Henry 
county  who  have  distinguished  themselves 
for  their  ability  to  master  the  opposing  forces 
of  life  and  to  wrest  from  fate  a  large  meas- 
ure of  success  and   an  honorable  name. 
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Mr.  Stonbero-  \vas  Inirn  in  Gestricland. 
Sweden.  Octuber  t,i,  1835,  a  son  of  John 
and  Betsy  Stonberg.  In  early  life  the  father 
followed  the  tailor's  trade,  and  his  wife  was 
his  assistant  in  the  shop.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Swedish  colony  that  settletl  in 
this  county  in  1847.  belonging  to  the  second 
lot  of  emigrants  to  come  over,  which  com- 
jiany  numbered  four  hundred.  The  voyage 
was  made  in  a  sailing  \essel  and  lasted  tliir- 
teen  weeks.  Landing  in  New  York  the}' 
remained  there  until  Ma}-.  1847.  when  they 
]jroceeded  on  their  jdurney,  going  by  crmal 
Ixiat  to  Buffalo.  Xew  York,  and  by  steam- 
boat on  the  Great  Lakes  tu  Chicago,  whence 
the}-  walked  to  their  new  h(jme  in  Henry 
county.  They  had  man}-  hardships  and  ]iri- 
vations  t(.)  undergo  but  were  of  a  sturdy  race 
and  made  the  best  of  their  lot.  There  was 
a  scarcity  of  ])rovisions  as  the  colony  was 
i-!0t  prepared  to  care  for  so  many  people. 
Sod  houses  were  built  and  in  these  the  set- 
tlers h\ed  for  a  time.  The  land  was  all  wild 
and  unim])ro\ed,  wild  game  was  abundant 
and  furnished  many  a  nieal  for  the  colon- 
ists. Our  subject  ouce  counted  a  tlnne  of 
forty  deer  within  three  miles  of  the  colony. 
As  soon  as  the  colonists  got  settled  they 
went  to  work  at  their  \-arious  industries,  and 
the  majority  of  them  became  prosperous 
and  substantial  citizens.  For  some  time  ]Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stonberg  worked  at  the  tailor's 
trade.  I)ut  at  length,  tiring  of  this,  he  did 
any  general  work  that  came  to  hand.  They 
were  memliers  of  the  original  colony  until  it 
broke  up.  The  father  always  enjo}-ed  good 
liealth,  but  his  wife  never  fully  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  long  and  arduous 
journey  from  Sweden  to  their  new  home  in 
this  couulry.  She  was  born  July  8.  1S08, 
antl  died  January  9.  1898.  while  lie  was  born 
in    180:;.  and  departed   this  life  in   March. 


1895.  Of  their  four  children.  John  E..  the 
eldest  is  now  the  only  survivor;  Betsy  died 
ir,  1848.  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Peter 
O.  died  in  Sweden:  and  Charles  F.  died  of 
measles  tlie  same  year  that  his  sister  passed 
away. 

John  E.  Stonberg  came  with  his  parents 
to  the  United  States,  and  remained  at  home 
in  the  colony  until  attaining  man's  estate. 
As  he  never  attended  school  but  two  months 
during  his  entire  life,  he  is  a  self-educated 
as  well  as  a  self-made  man.  He  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty 
vears  with  a  capital  of  se\enty-hve  cents. 
I'iorrowing  twenty-five  cents,  he  purchased 
an  ax  and  coiumenced  chopping-  wood  in  the 
timber  and  hauling  it  to  niarket.  Later  he 
workeil  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  time.  Going 
to  Missouri  in  1858  he  was  en-iployed  as 
night  watchnian  at  the  round  house  of  the 
Hannibal  cS;  St.  Jo  railroad  at  Brookheld 
initil  i8(ir.  \\hen  he  returned  to  Illinois, 
and  with  a  span  of  horses  which  he  owned 
engaged  in  cultivating  land  for  the  colon- 
ists. Sul)se(pientl}-  he  rented  land  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  his  (^wn  account  011  a 
small  scale.  Prospering  in  this  undertak- 
ing he  at  length  purchased  one  hundred  and 
three  acres  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  ten 
dollars  per  acre,  borrowing  the  money, 
how-ever.  to  luake  the  first  ])a}-i'nent.  He 
fully  in-ipro\-ed  his  land  and  as  a  general  far- 
mer and  stock  raiser  met  with  wonderful 
success.  I'^nmi  time  to  time  he  has  added 
to  his  landed  possessions  until  he  now"  ow-ns 
four  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  of  \-alu- 
able  farm  land.  He  continued  to  ])ersonaIly 
super\-ise  the  operation  of  his  land  until 
1900,  when  he  removed  to  (ialva  and  jiur- 
chased  his  ])resent  home,  which  is  a  \alual)le 
piece  of  property  that  he  has  fitted  up  with 
modern  ii-niirovcmcnts. 
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On  tlie  22(1  (if  December,  1864.  at  Knox- 
\ille.  Illinois.  Mr.  Stonberg  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eleanor  Swanson.  who 
was  born  in  Sweden  in  1834.  and  came  to 
this  country  in  1852.  By  this  union  were 
born  six  children,  namely:  .Amanda  J.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years:  Emma  M., 
at  home  with  her  parents:  Mary  A.,  who 
keeps  house  for  her    bnjtlier    on  the    farm : 

Carrie  H..  als n  the  farm:  Charles  K..  who 

is  now  operating  his  father's  land:  and  John 
P..  who  was  a  twin  brother  of  Charles  E. 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months.  The 
children  were  all  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  received  good  district  school  edu- 
cations, while  Charles  K.  also  attended  tiic 
Nortliern  Illinois  Normal  school  at  D'xon 
for  two  years. 

Mr.  Stonberg  is  liberal  in  liis  religious 
\-ie\\s,  and  is  independent  in  [jolitics.  voting 
for  whom  he  deems  best  qualified  to  fill  the 
otifices,  regardless  of  party  lines.  While  fix- 
ing on  the  farm  he  served  as  school  direct')!- 
for  eight  years  and  also  filled  other  minor 
offices  in  his  township  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  entire  satisfactitju  of  all  con- 
cerned. He  is  widely  known  throughout 
the  county  which  has  been  his  home  for  over 
half  a  century,  and  has  the  entire  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


\VALL.\CE  \V.   ANDREWS. 

This  well-known  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion if).  Burns  township,  was  born  in  Litch- 
field. Connecticut,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1843, 
arid  is  a  worthy  rejjresentative  of  an  iKinorcl 
pioneer  family  of  Henrv  county,  his  parents 
being  Orin  B.  and  ]\Iinerva   (Hemingway) 


Andrews,  also  natives  of  Litchfield  county, 
Connecticut,  where  their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated September  20.  1840.  The  father  was 
a  son  of  John  Andrews,  who  was  also  born 
in  the  Nutmeg  state  and  had  six  chiklren. 
In  185 1  Orin  B.  Andrews  came  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Osco  township,  where  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  prairie  land,  and  at  once  turned' 
his  attention  to  the  development  of  his  farm. 
.\t  that  time  there  were  but  few  settlers  in 
his  vicinity,  and  most  of  the  land  wa^  still 
in  its  primiti\e  condition.  He  died  .Septem- 
ber 14.  1857.  The  mother  married  Simeon 
Matthews  September  14,  1870.  and  died 
January  20.    kjoo. 

In  the  family  of  this  wurthy  couple  were 
five  cliildren.  of  whom  Wallace  W.  is  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth.  Wat.son  L..  born 
July  24.  1841.  enlisted  during  the  Ci\'il  war 
in  Com])any  H.  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth 
Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain 
Dunn,  and  was  in  a  number  of  engage- 
ments, and  was  killed  on  the  battle  field. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the  south. 
Lucy,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  William 
Simonton.  Charles  resides  in  Cass  county, 
Iowa.     Willis  died  in  Cass  county,  Iowa. 

Wallace  W.  Andrews  was  aliout  eight 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  rennnal  to  this  county,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  his  education  being 
acquired  in  the  country  schools.  .\t  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisteil  in  the 
Ninth  Illincjis  Cavalry,  which  was  organized 
at  Camp  Douglas,  Cliicago,  from  which  place 
it  was  sent  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  thence 
to  I^ilot  Knob,  ^Missouri,  through  to  Helena. 
Arkansas,  thence  to  ^Memphis,  Tennes.see. 
fighting  all  the  way  across  the  country, 
skirmishing  and  guarding  railroads.     It  was 
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in  the  last  battle  at  Xashville,  and  then  start- 
ed farther  soutli.  l>eing-  at  Eivingston.  Ala- 
bama, when  they  heard  of  Lee's  surrender. 
After  four  years  of  hard  service  he  was 
discharged  and  returned  Imnie.  In  1866  he 
went  to  Cass  county,  lnwa.  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  raw  ]>rairie  land,  which  he 
inii)ru\e(I.  and  there  remained  until  1884, 
when  he  returned  to  Henry  cnuntv.  He  now 
owns  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty acres  in  Burns  townshij).  and  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  its  operation. 

llefore  leaving  for  the  west  Mr.  .Andrews 
w  edded  Miss  Mary  Fort,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Caroline  (flooding)  Fort,  natives  of 
Gnuiecticut.  in  whose  family  were  four 
cdiildren,  one  son  and  three  daughters,  two 
of  whom  are  now  living.  .Mrs.  .Vudrews  died 
September  18.  1807,  and  w:is  laid  to  rest  in 
Co>ners  cemetery.  Seven  children  blessed 
this  uni.in,  namely:  Watson  \\'ill.)ur.  born 
.May  j8.  1870.  is  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
<ieut  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  a  resident 
of  Burns  township:  Lucy  C,  born  Julv  22, 
187J.  is  the  wife  .if  David  Martin:  .Albert 
L.  born  December  u.  1873.  is  deceased: 
Elmer  \\".,  born  .May  17,  1875,  is  at  home: 
.Mice  -M.,  born  October  14,  1878,  is  the  wife 
of  ]-:dward  Martin:  (ieorge  K.,  born  Oc- 
tober Ji.  1880,  and  Leroy  W.,  born  .\u- 
gust  JC).   1885.  are  both  at  home. 

Socially  Mr.  .\ndrews  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Cambridge,  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  bellows  of 
the  same  place.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
<i.  .\.  R.  In  politics  he  is  an  anient  Repub- 
lican, and  he  takes  a  deej)  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs.  He  has  alwavs 
manifested  the  same  patriotism  in  days  of 
]Kace  as  in  time  of  war.  and  is  numbered 
among  the  most  u.sefnl  and  valued  citizens 
■of  his  community. 


HEXRV  DE  WITT. 

This  well-to-do  and  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zen of  .\nnawan  was  torn  in  Durham, 
Greene  county,  Xew  York,  May  15.  1820, 
and  is  a  son  of  E.  Lucas  and  Polly  (  Will- 
iams )  De  Witt.  On  the  paternal  side  his 
ancestors  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Xew  A'ork  and  of  German  extraction.  The 
father  was  also  a  native  of  Greene  county 
and  a  son  of  James  De  Witt,  \vith  whom  he 
was  engaged  in  the  milling  business  in  early 
life,  operating  grist,  saw  and  woolen  mills. 
-About  1834.  when  our  subject  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
I'pper  Canada,  and  in  1849  they  came  t.. 
Henry  county.  Illinois,  locating  in  .Annawau 
township.  The  father  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  the  southeast  corner  of  section  34. 
and  continued  his  residence  there  until  called 
to  his  linal  rest  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  He  entered  some  government  land 
and  also  purchased  another  man's  claim.  He 
took  quite  an  active  part  in  politics  and  wa  = 
a  stanch  Democrat.  Religiously  he  and  h\- 
family  were  connected  with  the  Baptist 
Church.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a  uati\e 
of  Xew  \'ork  and  of  Welsh  descent,  sur\-ived 
him  a  number  of  years,  and  dietl  at  the  ad- 
\anced  age  of  ninet_\'-four.  They  were  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Harriette. 
who  married  .\dam  Bean,  and  both  died  in 
Kewanee:  Henry,  our  subject:  Piatt,  a  resi- 
dent of  .Annawan  township;  Parmelia.  wifu 
of  Peter  Baker,  of  Kansas ;  Ira,  who  died  in 
Annawan:  and  .\ntoiuette,  who  married 
Samuel   r>linn  and  died  in  Kansas. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  at  the  age  of 
thirty  he  came  to  Henry  county.  He  had 
only  live  dollars  in  cash  with  which  to  begin 
life,  but  he  has  alwavs  made  the  most  of  his 
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advantages,  and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to- 
do  and  prosperous  citizens  of  his  commu- 
nity. On  coming  to  this  county  ht  pre-empt- 
ed eighty  acres  of  land  in  Kewanee  town- 
sliii),  and  bought  twenty  acres,  for  which  he 
paid  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre.  On  dis- 
posing of  tiiat  property  he  purchased  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  28,  An- 
nawan  township,  on  which  he  made  his  home 
for  fifteen  years,  and  then  removed  to  the 
\illage  of  Annawan,  where  he  has  built  a 
good  residence.  He  also  owns  eight  lots 
there,  and  still  has  his  farm,  \vhich  he  rents, 
while  he  is  practically  living  retired,  enjoy- 
ing a  well-earned  rest.  Diligence,  enter 
l)rise  and  good  management  have  been  the 
crowning  points  of  his  success  and  have  en- 
abled him  to  overcome  the  difficulties  and 
obstacles  in  the  path  to  prosperity. 

In  May,  1847,  ^^i'-  ^^^  ^^  'tt  \vas  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Nelson,  a 
native  of  Canada  and  a  daughter  of  James 
Nelson.  She  died  May  2.  1898.  Six  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  namely  :  Harriette 
first  married  John  Haxby.  who  died  lea\ing 
four  children ;  George,  ncnv  a  resident  of  Ne- 
braska; Luella  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Spur- 
lock,  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Geneveive  and  John ;  William,  of  Iowa ; 
and  Myrtle  married  Henry  Balternstern, 
and  resides  at  Galesburg,  Illinois.  ]\Irs.  Hax- 
by married  for  her  second  husband  James 
Rockafellow,  of  Annawan  township;  Oran, 
a  resident  of  Arispe,  Iowa,  wedded  J^Iary 
Tharp,  anil  they  have  two  children,  ]\Iurl 
and  Ruth;  E.  Lucas,  of  Tingley,  Iowa,  mar- 
ried Katie  Fox,  and  they  have  two  children, 
]\Iorris  and  Harold;  Levina  Jane  is  the  wife 
of  Byron  House,  of  Tingley,  Iowa,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Luella  and  Birdie;  Addie, 
the  wife  of  Elmer  Fitzkie,  of  Annawan,  and 
thev  liave  two  children,  De  Witt  and  Henry; 


and  Harry,  ot  Annawan,  married  Mabel 
Williams,  and  tliCy  have  two  children,  Rolieri 
anil    Marion. 


DAXIEL  LIAERETT  WILEY. 

Only  those  lives  are  worthy  of  record 
that  ha\e  been  poteiuial  factors  in  the  pub- 
lic progress,  in  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fare or  advancing  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live.  For  many  years- 
Mr.  Wiley  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
and  business  men  of  Henry  county,  and  for 
twenty  years  was  prominently  connected 
with  its  financial  institutions  as  president  of 
what  was  one  time  known  as  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Galva,  though  the  name  was 
afterward  changed  to  the  L.  M.  ^'ocum  & 
Company's  bank. 

Mr.  Wiley  was  born  in  Rockingham, 
X'ermont.  March  23,  i8ig,  a  son  of  John 
and  Randilla  (Weaver)  Wiley,  also  natives 
of  the  Green  Mountain  state,  where  the 
father  followed  farming  throughout  life. 
He  was  l>orn  in  1795.  and  died  in  1866.  In 
his  family  were  eight  sons  and  one  daughter, 
but  only  one  of  the  number  is  now  living, 
Wilton  W.,  still  a  resident  of  X'erm'.mt. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  nativo 
state,  and  remained  at  home  until  lie  attained 
his  majority.  For  a  few  years  he  folhjwed 
mercantile  business  in  the  east.  Coming 
to  Brimfield.  Illinois,  in  1844.  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  ami  for  a  time  followed  farm- 
ing. In  the  meantime  he  returned  to  \'er- 
mont,  where  he  was  married  on  the  5th  of 
August,  1846,  to  Miss  Mary  Billings,  of 
Rockingham,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Su- 
sannah (  DivoU  )  Billings,  who  were  nati\-es 
of  Massachusetts.     She  was  born   luly  30 
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iSiS.  and  died  June  i,  1851.  Slie  left  two 
children  :  Flora  P...  the  older,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Lorenzo  Wiley,  a  farmer  of  Castana. 
Iowa.  William  F.  married  Florence  ]\Iun- 
ger  an^l  is  now  engaged  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness in  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  He  was  formerly 
connected  with  the  bank  at  Galva  until  his 
health  failed,  when  he  went  to  Iowa. 

In  1854,  Mr.  Wiley  was  again  married 
in  Rockingham.  Vermont,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Sarah  F.  Davis,  who  was 
born  there  September  26,  1832,  her  parents. 
John  H.  and  Susana  (Billings)  Davis,  be- 
ii  g-  farming  people  of  that  place.  She  was 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  their  family 
of  six  children,  the  others  being  as  follows. 
Liiuise  M.  born  July  13,  1826.  She  died 
August  2-j.  1866.  She  married  in  1849  -^^l" 
bert  Sherwin  antl  he  now  resiiles  in  Lead- 
ville.  CoL  Susan  A.,  born  November  18, 
1827,  is  the  wife  of  Amos  G.  Sears,  of  Chi- 
cago. Nathaniel  J.,  born  October  14,  1830, 
went  to  California  during  the  gold  excite- 
ment of  1849,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Vir- 
ginia City,  Montana.  Flora,  born  March 
27.  1838,  is  the  widow  of  F.  A.  LeClercq, 
and  a  resident  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  in  Ohio,  in  1861, 
after  which  the  mother  came  to  Illinois  to 
make  her  home  with  her  children,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  Galesburg  in  1879.  By 
his  second  marriage  Air.  Weily  had  four  chil- 
dren: Stella  L.,  born  December  25,  1856, 
died  May  18,  1880;  Mary,  born  April  29. 
1862,  died  February  27,  1865;  one,  born 
November  10,  1864,  died  March  3,  1865; 
and  Am_\-,  born  April  21,  1868,  was  married 
in  18S6  to  Orrin  Houghton,  who  died  March 
5,  i8(ji,  leaving  two  children.  Earl  \\'.  an<l 
l-'lora  H.  On  the  14th  of  October.  1895. 
Mrs.   Houghton   married  George  T.   Lacey, 


and  now  lives  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  whera 
he  is  engaged  in  merchandising  and  em- 
ploytd  in  a  bank. 

After  his  marriage  [Mr.  Wiley  made  his 
home  in  Lafayette  until  1855,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Galva,  having  purchased  property 
at  this  place,  and  erected  a  pleasant  resid- 
dence  for  his  family.  For  a  year  before  lo- 
cating here  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
mechandising  in  the  town  of  Brimfield.  He 
invested  largely  in  farm  propert}',  which 
he  impro\-ed  and  operated  very  successfully 
for  several  years,  and  then  sold  to  an  ad- 
Aantage,  his  land  speculations  proving  quite 
profitable.  He  finally  disposed  of  all  his 
farms  in  Illinois  and  purchased  considerable 
land  in  Iowa,  which  he  also  improved.  In 
1865,  in  connection  with  others,  I\Ir.  Wiley 
assisted  in  establishing  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Galva,  becoming  one  of  its  largest 
stockholders,  and  for  tv;enty  years  served  as 
its  presiilent.  After  the  charter  expired  it 
was  merged  into  the  L.  M.  Yocum  &  Com- 
pany's bank,  of  which  he  remained  president 
until  his  death.  For  many  years  he  prac- 
tically livetl  a  retired  life,  though  he  con- 
tinued to  look  after  his  farming  interests. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Galva,  [March  17, 
1890.  lumored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  hni. 

Though  reared  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Wiley 
became  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  served  as  supervisor  of  his 
township  for  a  time,  though  he  never  took 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs.  In  relig- 
ious belief  he  was  a  Universalist,  and  gave 
lilierally  to  the  su|.)[)ort  of  church  work. 
Many  a  deserving  young  man  has  reason  to 
be  \ery  grateful  for  his  timely  assistance 
on  the  rugged  i)athway  of  life,  for  he  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  those  start- 
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ing  out  in  life  without  capital  and  uncom- 
plainingly working  their  way  steadily  u])- 
ward  to  the  goal  of  prosperity.  He  was  al- 
ways ready  to  relieve  suffering  antl  distress: 
and  was  held  in  high  regard  hy  all  who  knew 


JAMES   GILBKAITH. 

Many  of  Henry  county's  UKist  successful 
citizens  ha\e  started  out  in  life  for  them- 
selves with  naught  but  an  abundance  of  de- 
termination and  indefatigable  industry,  and 
liave  succeeded  through  their  own  diligence, 
energy  and  economy.  Among  this  class  may 
be  numbered  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
is  to-day  a  i)rosperous  farmer  residing  on 
section  30,  Alba  township. 

Mr.  (iiibraith  was  born  in  cmuity  Down, 
Ireland,  July  6,  1837,  '""^1  '^  a  .son  of  James 
and  Jane  (McCracken)  Gilbraith.  who,  as 
farming  people,  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
tliat  county,  the  former  dying  in  i8S.>.  tlic 
later  in  1874.  In  their  family  were  seven 
children,  namely  :  ( i )  John  came  to  .Vmer- 
ica  and  at  Rock  Island.  Illinois,  married 
IMaragaret  Moore,  also  a  native  oi  county 
Down,  Ireland.  He  died  at  his  home  in 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  leaving  the  following  chil- 
dren. William.  John.  Robert,  Alexander, 
Hugh.  Joseph,  Lizzie.  Agnes  and  Margaret. 
12)  Hugh  married  Eliza  IMcClelland,  who 
died  in  1885,  and  he  also  died  in  Ireland  in 
1890,  leaving  two  children,  John  and  Will- 
iam. (3)  Eliza  Jane  is  the  wife  of  John 
McKee,  of  county  Down.  (4)  Isabella  mar-, 
ried  David  Orr  and  died  in  Ireland  in  1894, 
leaving  six  children,  James.  John,  Lsabella, 
Mary,  Margaret  and  Jane.  (5)  \\'illiam 
married  Susannah  Scott,  who  died  in  1888, 


and  he  departed  this  life  in  1884.  lea\ing 
four  chiklren.  .Mexander,  John  and  two 
daughters.  (6)  James,  our  subject,  is  next 
in  ortler  of  birth.  (7)  Margaret,  who  ilied 
in  Keokuk,  b)wa,  in  1888,  was  the  wife  of 
Robert  Miller,  now  a  resident  of  Mimiesota. 

James  (iilbraith  attended  the  schools  of 
l-.is  native  land  until  twenty  years  of  age 
and  aided  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  With 
the  hope  of  benefitting  his  financial  condition 
he  came  to  America  in  1859  on  the  steamer 
Circassian,  and  on  landing  in  Xew  York 
came  direct  to  Rock  Island  connty,  Illinois. 
During  the  first  year  of  his  residence  here 
he  worked  for  John  Warnnck,  and  during 
the  following  two  \-ears  was  in  the  employ 
of  others  in  Henry  county.  In  i8()3  he  [lur- 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  .\llia  town- 
ship, which  had  already  been  broken.  pa\ing 
for  the  same  twelve  dollars  and  a  half  per 
acre,  and  this  he  has  brought  to  its  present 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  added  to 
his  property  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
has  six  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  r'ch 
and  aral)le  land  in  this  count}-,  antl  also  lias 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Rock  Island  C(junty.  He  has  devoted  con^ 
siderable  attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle 
for  market,  and  has  been  remarkably  suc- 
cessful as  a  breeder  of  fine  Hereford  cattle. 
He  also  raises  horses  for  market,  and  in  most 
of  his  undertakings  has  prospered  until  he 
is  now  one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of 
his  community.  On  landing  in  Xew  York 
he  had  only  one  hundred  dollars  with  which 
to  begin  life,  and  the  wealth  that  he  has 
since  accumulated  has  been  acquired  solely 
though  his  own  industry.  i)erse\erance  and 
good   manag'ement. 

On  the  17th  day  of  April,  1866,  in  Rock 
Island  countv,  i\Ir.  Gilbraith  married  Mis-> 
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Sarah  Mdrrisun.  also  a  nati\-e  nf  county 
Down.  Irelanil.  who  died  March  i.  i88c"-. 
Fi\e  cliiklren  \vere  born  of  tliis  union,  name- 
ly:  (  I  )  James,  born  July  lo.  1867,  was  mar- 
ried in  Rock  Island  county,  in  1891,  to  Ly- 
dia  Ciiin,  and  they  had  two  children:  Gladys 
May.  whii  died  in  April.  1900;  and  Ruth 
Elizabeth.  (2)  Joseph,  horn  March  12, 
i86g.  married  Emma  Hirshberger.  by  whom 
he  has  two  children,  Lyle  an.d  Frank  Leslie, 
and  they  live  in  Annawan.  (3)  Robert  H.. 
Ixirn  August  18,  1870,  married  ]\Iaggie 
Downey,  of  Aledo.  and  resides  in  Alba  town 
ship,  Illinois.  (4)  Srrah  J..  Ixtrn  Feljruary 
18.  1873,  is  the  wife  of  John  Warnock,  of 
A\'estchester,  Iowa.  (5)  Eliza  A.,  born 
February  18.  1875,  is  the  wife  of  John  I'rit 
chard,  of  Geneseo.  an<_l  they  have  one  child, 
Bernice.  Mr.  Gilliraith  was  again  married, 
December  23.  1882.  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Matilda  Smith,  who  was  born 
ne;n-  Antwerp.  Germany.  The}-  ha\"e  one 
Son,  Clarence  A..  wI-.d  was  burn  May  29, 
1885. 

In  1850  Mrs.  (iilbraith  came  to  America 
with  her  parents,  .\nthony  and  Elizabeth 
(Young)  Smith,  also  natives  of  German}'. 
Her  father  died  in  Indiana.  Pennsylvania, 
in  i860,  and  her  mother  deisarted  this  life 
at  Taylor  Ridge,  Illinois,  in  April,  1888. 
They  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  were 
born  in  Germany,  namel}- :  li)  Elizabeth 
married  James  Bothel  and  died  near  Taylor 
Ridge,  in  1893,  leaving  two  children,  Her- 
bert and  Campbell.  (2)  ^lartin  L.  married 
and  died  near  Pittsliurg,  Pennsylvania,  lea\- 
ing  three  children.  (3)  Kate  is  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Bothel,  <if  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  and  they 
have  foiu-  children.  John  X..  Adlow,  (jer- 
trude  E.  and  Norwood.  (4)  Mrs.  Gilbraith 
is  the  next  in  order  (jf  birtli.     {^)  Margaret 


married  Alexander  Madill.  of  Milan.  Illi- 
nois, and  ilied  leaving  two  children.  Will- 
iam .V.  and  Maud  D. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbraith  hold  mem- 
bership with  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Atkinson  and  are  people  of  prominence  in 
the  community  where  they  reside,  having  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  he  has  filled  the  offices  of  school  direc- 
tor and  road  commissiciner.  Financially  he 
lias  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
his  labors  since  coming  to  the  new  world, 
and  his  course  as  a  citizen  has  been  such  as 
to  commend  him  to  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  the  people  among  whom  he  has 
lived. 


JUDGE  C.  M.  TURNER. 

In  the  last  half  century  the  lawyer  has 
been  a  prominent  factor  in  all  affairs  of  pri- 
vate concern  and  national  importance.  He 
h.as  been  depended  upon  to  conserve  the  best 
and  permanent  interests  of  the  whole  people 
and  is  a  recognized  power  in  all  the  avenues 
of  life.  He  stands  as  the  protector  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  his  fellow  men,  and  is 
the  representative  of  a  profession  whose  fol- 
lowers, if  they  would  gain  honor,  fame  and 
success,  must  be  men  of  merit  and  ability. 
Such  a  one  is  Judge  Turner,  who  now  occu- 
])ies  the  bench  of  Henry  county,  winning 
high  commendation  by  his  fair  and  impartial 
administration  of  justice. 

The  Judge  was  born  in  Stark  county. 
Illinois.  November  i,  ]86i,  and  is  a  son  of 
Benjamin  TiuMier,  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
neers, who  was  lx)rn  in  Delaware,  December 


C.   M.  TURNER. 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


73 


7,  1807,  and  when  a  child  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  liecame  quite  prominent  pohtically.  In 
1849  he  emigrated  to  Lafayette,  Stark  coun- 
ty, liHnois,  and  engaged  in  farming  tliere 
until  the  following  year,  when  Toulon  was 
laid  out,  and  he  moved  to  that  place.  He 
erected  the  first  house  in  the  village,  and,  as 
a  hotel  man  and  merchant,  he  was  prominent- 
ly identified  with  its  business  interests  for 
many  years.  He  served  as  postmaster  of  Tou- 
lon for  sixteen  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  members  of  the  Old 
Settlers'  Society,  serving  as  treasurer  of  the 
same  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  for  many 
years  previous.  He  died  at  Toulon,  March 
21,  1887,  honored, and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  first  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  McWilliams,  died 
in  1856,  leaving  one  daughter,  Sarah,  whose 
death  ocurred  in  1892.  In  1858  he  married 
]Miss  Ruth  A.  Myers,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  went  to  Toulon,  Illinois,  to  teach 
music,  and  is  still  a  resident  of  that  place. 

Ju|dge  Turner,  the  only  surviving  child 
of  the  second  marriage,  passed  his  boyhtwd 
and  youth  in  Toulon  and  attended  its  public 
schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  of 
that  city  in  1879.  Subsequently  he  entered 
Knox  College,  Galesburg,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in  1S84, 
and  in  1887  received  the  degree  of  A.  M. 
He  read  law  at  Toulon  with  Hon.  Al.  Shal- 
Icnberger,  and  on  his  admission  to  the  bar, 
in  1888,  began  practice  at  that  place,  but  in 
1890  opened  an  office  in  Cambridge,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  Pie  purchased 
the  law  library  of  the  Hon.  William  M. 
Shepherd,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
city.  In  the  fall  of  1890  Judge  Turner 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  V.  Strced,  and 
under  the  firm  name  of  Turner  &   Streed 


they  successfully  engaged  in  practice  until 
our  subject  was  elected  county  judge,  June 
6,  1899.  The  firm  was  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar in  Cambridge  and  built  up  an  extensive 
and  important  law  practice. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1889,  at  Toulon.  IIH- 
nois,  Judge  Turner  was  united  in  marriage 
v.-ith  Miss  Emma  E.  Follett,  who  was  born 
in  Missouri,  but  was  reared  in  Toulon,  where 
her  father,  Benjamin  C.  Follett.  was  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business  and  in  merchandising 
tor  a  number  of  years,  but  is  now  living  in 
Wyoming,  Stark  county.  Mrs.  Follett,  who 
in  her  maidenhood  was  Miss  Helen  Rhodes, 
died  in  Wyoming  in  1892.  She  was  born  in 
Stark  county  about  1840,  a  daughter  of  Erie 
and  Eunice  Rhodes,  natives  of  Kentucky,  and 
prominent  early  settlers  of  Stark  county,  Illi- 
nois, where  both  died.  The  Judge  and  his 
wife  have  two  children:  Helen  Marie  and 
Ruth  Almira. 

In  his  social  relations  Judge  Turner  is  a 
member  of  Cambridge  Lodge,  No.  199,  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the 
chairs;  is  also  a  member  of  the  Encampment 
and  has  been  for  several  years  a  repi-esenta- 
tive  to  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state.  He  is 
a  Master  Mason,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  of  Cambridge.  The 
Judge  is  widely  known  throughout  both 
Stark  and  Henry  counties,  and  in  the  former 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  also 
secretary  of  the  Stark  County  Old  Settlers' 
Society  from  1887  to  1890.  He  owns  the 
farm  on  which  the  first  court  in  that  county 
v/as  held.  During  his  residence  in  Cam- 
bridge he  lias  taken  a  \-ery  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs;  has  served  as 
president  of  the  school  board  six  years ;  and 
as  mayor  of  the  city  in  1892  and  1893.  He 
was  active  in  securing  the  franchise  for  the 
electric  light  plant  but  was  not  at  that  time 
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on  the  board.  Pre-eminently  publlc-spir*- 
ited  and  progressive,  he  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  enterprises  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit,  and  is  udw  serving  as  treas- 
in-er  of  the  Henry  County  Fair  Association. 
Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  the  first 
representative  of  that  party  elected  to  any 
county  office  for  many  years,  a  fact  which 
plainly  indicates  his  personal  popularity  and 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow 
citizens.  His  mind  is  analytical,  logical  and 
inductive.  With  a  thorough  and  compre- 
liensive  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  law,  he  combines  a  familiarity  with 
statutory  law  and  sober,  clear  judgment, 
which  makes  him  not  only  a  formidable  ad- 
versary in  legal,  combat,  but  has  given  him 
the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  ablest  jur- 
ists in  this  section  of  the  state. 


HENRY   OUINN. 

For  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  Henry 
Ouinn  has  been  a  resident  of  Illinois,  and  in 
this  time  has  always  been  recognized  as  a 
public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  communities 
■with  which  he  has  been  connected  and  taking 
an  acti\'e  part  in  all  that  has  pertained  to 
advancement  along  commendable  lines.  To- 
day he  is  a  well  known  representative  of 
journalistic  interests,  as  a  faithful  i-ifticer, 
serving  as  deputy  sheriff  and  as  the  ]>tipular 
and  highly  esteemed  proprietor  of  the  Quinn 
Hotel  of  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Ouinn  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
•state,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  JUUler 
county,  on  the  nth  of  October,  1854.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Ann  (Boland) 
I  )uinn.     The  father  was  a  nativ'e  of  New 


York  and  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle, 
whence  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new 
world  in  early  manhood.  About  the  time 
of  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject remu\ed  to  Ohio  where  they  remained 
until  called  to  the  home  beyond.  The  moth- 
er passed  away  in  1862  and  eight  days  later 
the  father  died,  his  death  being  occasioned 
by  his  great  grief  for  the  loss  of  his  wife. 
She  left  an  infant  daughter,  Agnes,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  A.  ]\Iiller,  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  residing  in  Gaha. 

There  were  but  two  children  in  the  fam- 
ily, the  son  being  Henry  Ouinn,  who  was 
left  an  orphan  at  tlie  early  age  of  eight 
years.  He  then  went  to  live  with  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  who  removed  to  Wis- 
consin, where  the  subject  of  this  review- 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth. 
The  educational  privileges  which  he  re- 
ceived were  those  afforded  by  the  common 
schools,  but  his  opportunities  in  that  direc- 
tion were  limited,  as  he  early  began  to  earn 
his  own  living.  His  first  independent  ven- 
ture was  in  carrying  newspapers  and  he 
afterward  learned  the  printer's  trade,  work- 
ing in  the  pressroom  of  the  Cantwell  printing 
house  of  Madison  for  two  years,  and  in  the 
composing  room  for  three  years,  during 
wdiich  time  he  not  only  mastered  the  business, 
but  also  acquired  considerable  general  in- 
formation which  greatly  supplemented  the 
knowledge  he  had  gained  in  school.  His 
efficiency  as  a  printer  made  it  easy  for  him 
to  obtain  work  in  that  line  and  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  number  of  large  cities  of  the 
L'nited  States.  He  was  employed  at  \ari- 
ous  ])laces  in  the  Mississippi  valley  between 
St.  Anthony  and  St.  Louis,  and  in  1878  he 
accepted  a  position  as  business  manager  of 
the  Galva  News,  in  which  capacity  he  servetl 
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for  eight  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  purchased  a  lialf  interest  in  the 
business,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Fitch  &  Quinn.  His 
thorough  knowledge  of  journahstic  work 
and  his  particular  experience  in  this  line  have 
enabled  him  to  give  to  the  public  a  most 
creditable  paper  that  finds  its  way  into  many 
homes  in  this  part  of  tiie  state,  having  a  very 
large  circulation.  It  is  one  of  the  leading 
l^apers  in  the  county,  neat  in  appearance,  and 
is  the  advocate  of  all  movements  and  meas- 
ures calculated  to  prove  of  public  good.  It 
Las  been  an  important  factor  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  county,  as  well  as  in  up- 
holding the  principles  of  Republicanism. 

On  the  nth  of  April,  1877,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Quinn  and  Miss 
Ettie  Carico,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Carico,  who  are  natives  of  West  \'ir- 
ginia,  but  emigrating  westward  in  1832  they 
cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Bureau  county,  Illinois,  where  they  long  re- 
sided. At  the  present  time  they  are  living 
in  Stark  county  where  they  have  a  large 
circle  of  warm  friends.  ^Ir.  and  }*lrs. 
Quinn  have  one  child,  a  son,  Harry. 

iMr.  Quinn  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Republican  party  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  his  fellow  townsmen  have  called 
him  to  public  office.  In  1894  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Henry  county  by  a  majority  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  He  discharged  his  duties 
in  a  prompt  and  fearless  manner  and  \\on 
high  commendation  by  his  faithful  service. 
He  handled  many  important  cases  during 
that  period  and  was  ever  just  in  his  enforce- 
ment of  the  law.  Among  his  depitties  was 
the  present  sheriff,  E.  Swain,  who,  on  be- 
ing elected  to  the  office,  chose  Mr.  Quinn  to 
serve  as  his  deputy,  the  appointment  being 


made  on  the  5th  of  December,  1898;  thus 
our  subject  has  continued  his  connection 
with  the  office  for  six  years  and  his  pres- 
ent term  will  include  eight  years'  service. 
He  has  always  been  a  stalwart  Reptiblican 
in  his  political  association,  keeps  well  in- 
formed on  the  issues  of  the  day  and  does  all 
in  his  power  to  promote  the  growth  and  in- 
>ure  the  success  of  the  party.  The  journal 
of  which  he  is  a  part  owner  has  done  much 
to  advance  the  cause  of  Republicanism  in 
this  portion  of  the  state,  being  an  earnest 
champion  of  the  measures  of  the  party  which 
stands  for  protection  to  American  indus- 
tries, for  the  gold  standard  and  for  the  su- 
l)remacy  of  the  flag  in  every  section  of  the 
world  in  which  it  has  been  planted. 

Of  the  Masonic  fraternity  Air.  Quinn 
is  a  valued  and  prominent  member,  being  a 
representative  of  Blue  Lodge,  of  Galva,  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Kewanee,  of  the 
Council  of  that  place,  of  Everett's  Command- 
ery,  K.  T.,  of  Rock  Island,  and  Kaba  Tem- 
ple of  the  Mystic  Shrine  of  Davenport, 
Iowa.  Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  member- 
ship in  the  order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and 
in  the  Blue  Lodge  he  has  been  honored  with 
office.  Mr.  Quinn  is  a  public-spirited  man 
to  an  eminent  degree.  National  progress 
and  local  advancement  are  causes  both  dear 
ti:;  the  heart  of  this  thoroughly  loyal  son  of 
the  Republic,  and  his  devotion  to  his  country 
is  above  question.  In  manner  he  is  pleas- 
aiit  and  genial ;  an  approachable  gentleman 
who  enjoys  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle 
of  acquaintances. 


FRAXCIS  \\'.  LARSOX. 

Among  the  substantial  agriculturists  of 
\^"cstern  townsliip  is  the  subject  of  this  re- 
\'iew,  who  owns  and  occupies  an  excellent 
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farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  sec- 
tion ;i2,  two  miles  west  of  Orion,  and  also 
has  anotlier  farm  of  similar  size  on  section 
33.  He  is  a  native  of  Henr_v  county,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Lynn  township  on 
the  24th  of  September,  1855.  His  father. 
Samuel  B.  Larson,  was  born  in  Sweden,  in 
181 5,  and  there  grew  to  manhood  and  mar- 
ried Aima  Collen.  a  .Swedisli  lady,  born  in 
1814.  In  1852,  v.ith  their  two  children, 
they  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  came  drrect  to 
Andover,  Henry  county,  Illinois.  The  fa- 
ther purchiascd  a  small  farm,  to  which  he 
later  added  a  tract  of  rav,-  prairie  land  ad- 
joining, making  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  on  v.  hich  he  erected  a  good  set 
of  buildings  and  made  other  improvements. 
There  he  died  February  12,  1884,  and  his 
wife  departed  this  life  July  iS,  1888.  In 
their  family  were  three  children  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  youngest  and  the  only  one  born 
in  this  country.  John,  the  oldest,  is  a  farmer 
of  Lynn  townshi]),  \\hile  Matilda  married 
P.  J.  Anderson,  and  died  January  1,   1880. 

On  the  hiime  farm  in  Lynn  tmvnship 
Francis  \\'.  Larson  grew  to  manhood,  pur- 
suing his  studies  in  the  local  schools  and  as- 
sisting his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  On  starting 
out  in  life  for  himself  he  rented  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  operated  for  a  few 
years.  In  1882  he  l;ought  his  present  place, 
but  rented  it  out  for  two  years  before  mov- 
ing to  it.  Since  then  to  its  further  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  he  has  given  his  time 
and  attention.  He  raises  a  good  grade  of 
short-horn  cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs, 
and  in  all  his  undertakings  has  been  uni- 
formly successful,  so  that  he  is  now  nnmlier- 
ed  among  the  prosperour  and  substantial 
men  of  his  commun.ity. 

In  Mercer  county,  Illinois,  JMr.  Lar.son 


was  married  March  17,  1S77,  to  }.Iiss  Anna 
Louisa  Plym,  a  nati\'e  of  Sweden,  and 
daughter  of  John  Plym,  who  settled  in  Ale- 
do.  Mercer  county,  wdiere  he  remained  until 
liis  death.  She  was  a  miss  of  twelve  summers 
when  she  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
arid  was  reared  and  educated  here.  She  died 
June  18,  1893,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Swedish  cemetery  at  Orion.  Six  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  as  follows:  Emma, 
who  is  now  keeping  house  for  her  father; 
Anna  \'ictoria,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  Minnie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  elev- 
en; John  Edward,  who  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  and  died  in  infancy:  Edna 
]vlatilda  and  Mabel  \'ioiet,  both  attending 
the  home  school. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  in  1876,  Mr.  Lar- 
son has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  has  ne\-er  cared  for  the 
honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion to  his  business  interests.  He  has.  how- 
ever, efficiently  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  twelve  years,  and  his  du- 
ties of  citizenship  have  ahvaA's  been  most 
faithfully  and  conscientiously  performed. 
He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  are  prominent  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  the  communit\-  in  which  the\- 
reside. 


WILLIAM   LEMBKE. 

\\'illiam  Lembke.  an  honored  and  high- 
ly respected  citizen  of  Lynn  township, 
whose  home  is  on  section  17.  has  been  a 
resident  of  Henry  county  since  August, 
1857,  and  as  a  farmer  he  has  borne  a  very 
active  part  in  its  development  and  upbuild- 
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ing-.  He  comes  from  across  the  sea.  his 
1;irth  occurring  in  Prussia,  Germany.  Jan- 
uary 28,  1829,  and  in  that  country  he  grew 
to  manliood  and  learned  the  cabinet  maker's 
trade,  whicli  he  followed  there  lor  some 
years. 

\\\\\\  the  hope  of  benefiting  iiis  financial 
condition  Air.  Lemlike  emigrated  to  Ameri- 
ca in  1855,  going  from  Rotterdam  to  Liv- 
erpool, where  he  took  passage  on  a  sailing 
vessel,  which  was  fort\'-seven  days  in  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic.  They  encountered  some 
se\ere  storms,  during  which  one  mast  was 
carried  away  and  other  damage  done  to  the 
Acssel.  while  one  man  was  lost  overboard. 
Arriving  in  New  York  on  the  4th  of  May, 
I\Ir.  Lembke  at  once  proceeded  to  !MiIwau- 
kee,  \\'isconsin,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment at  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade, 
and  after  working  for  ten  days  the  company 
disposed  of  their  old  foreman  and  put  our 
subject  in  his  place.  He  held  that  position 
until  Christmas,  1856,  when  he  came  to 
Mercer  county,  Illinois,  and  decided  to  re- 
main in  this  state.  He  took  a  contract  for 
Avorking  on  G.  B.  Pillsbury's  house  in  L}nn 
township,  Henry  county,  and  continued  to 
v>'ork  at  his  trade  in  this  and  Mercer  coun- 
ties for  two  years. 

On  the  17th  of  August.  1857.  in  Cam- 
bridge. ]\Ir.  Lembke  was  united  in  mar- 
v'age  with  ]\Iiss  Amelia  .\.  Huyck,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  teachers  of  Henry  county.  Illinois. 
She  died  in  1863,  aiyl  on  the  21st  of  De- 
cember, that  year,  !Mr.  Lembke  was  again 
married  in  Rock  Island,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Rhodenbaugh, 
a  native  of  Mercer  county,  where  she  was 
reared  and  educated.  Her  father.  John 
Rhiidenbaugh.  was  burn  in  Xorthumber- 
land  county.  Pennsylvania,  in   1818,  and  in 


1837  came  to  Illinois,  being  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Mercer  county,  where  he  im- 
proved a  large  farm.  There  he  died  May 
2.  1892,  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Polly  Arrowsmith  and  was  a  na- 
tive of  Indiana,  passed  away  March  11, 
1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lembke  are  the  par- 
ents of  two  children:  Lena,  wife  of  Frank 
DeW'itt,  a  farmer  of  Coal  \^alley ;  and  Mary 
E.,  wife  of  G.  B.  Krapp.  a  merchant  of  Coal 
Valley,  by  whom  she  has  two  children, 
William  Lembke,  and  Earl  H.,  wlm  died 
October  31,  igoo,  at  the  age  of  three  years 
and  seven  months. 

Prior  to  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Leml)ke 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  Lynn  town- 
ship, only  a  small  portion  of  which  had  been 
broken,  and  the  onl\'  improvement  on  the 
place  was  a  small  frame  house.  To  the  fur- 
ther development  and  cultivation  of  his  land 
lie  has  since  devoted  his  energies,  has  erect- 
ed a  pleasant  residence  and  surroumled  it 
with  shade  trees,  making  an  attractive  and 
picturescjue  home.  Most  of  the  fruit  and 
forest  trees  upon  the  place  he  has  raised 
from  the  seed.  The  neat  and  thrifty  ap- 
pearance of  the  farm  denotes  the  supervis- 
ion of  a  careful  and  painstaking  owner, 
and  show  conclusively  that  he  thoroughly 
understands  the  occupation  he  has  chosen 
as  a  life  work. 

Politically  Mr.  Lembke  is  a  Douglas 
Democrat,  and  cast  his  first  presidential  bal- 
lot for  James  Buchanan  in  1856.  He  is 
ari  earnest  advocate  of  good  schools  and 
competent  teachers,  and  did  much  to  ad- 
vance the  educational  interests  of  his  com- 
munity while  serving  for  twenty-one  con- 
secutive years  as  township  school  trustee. 
He  also  served  as  township  assessor  three 
^■ears.  but  has  declined  further  honors. 
Although   reared   in   tlie  Lutheran   Church, 
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he  and  his  wife  now  attend  the  ]\[ethr)dist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  niemliers  of  the 
Eastern  Star  Chapter,  No.  93,  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  at  Orion.  Mr.  Lembke  is 
also  an  active  and  prominent  member  of 
Sherman  Lodge,  No.  535,  F.  &  A.  M.,  in 
which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs  and  has 
twice  served  as  master,  while  he  has  also 
represented  the  lodge  in  the  grand  lodge  of 
the  state.  In  token  of  their  high  regard 
for  him  the  members  of  that  lodge,  on  the 
28th  of  December,  1892,  presented  him  with 
a  handsome  gold  headed  cane  on  wdiich  was 
engraved  the  name  and  number  of  the  lodge. 
The  wdiole  thing  was  a  great  surprise  to  'Mr. 
Lembke.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  his  adopted  county,  and  is  justly 
deserving  of  honorable  mention  in  her  his- 
torv. 


FRANK  J.  JOHNSON. 

Frank  J.  Johnson,  the  present  well- 
known  assessor  of  Ando\-er  township — a  po- 
sition he  has  held  for  four  consecutive  years 
— was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  30th  ui  June, 
1859,  and  in  1870  was  brought  ti>  the  United 
States  by  his  parents,  Peter  and  Hannah 
Johnson,  also  natives  of  that  country,  who 
on  reaching  the  shores  of  America  came  at 
once  to  Andover  township,  this  county, 
where  the  father  rented  land.  For  some 
time  he  followed  farming,  and  then  retired 
from  active  labor,  moving  to  Andover; 
where  he  died  December  29,  1899.  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  wife  survives 
him  at  the  age  of  seventy-si.x,  and  m.w  lives 
with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  JMatilda  Anderson, 
of  Andover  township.  Px.th  held  meniber- 
shij)  in  the  Lutheran  Church  of  .Xndover, 
and  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party. 


They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all 
of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity,  name- 
ly :  Christine,  wife  of  A.  V.  Hultgren,  of 
Andover  township;  Mary,  deceased  wife  of 
John  Reed :  Hannah,  deceased  wife  of  Eric 
Ericson,  of  \\'estern  township;  Emilv,  wife 
of  Charles  Eckman,  of. Nebraska;  Frank  J., 
our  subject;  Maggie,  deceased  wife  of  Clar- 
ence Anderson,  of  Osco  township;  Matilda, 
wife  of  Bengt  Anderson,  of  Andover  town- 
ship; and  Otto,  a  turnkey  in  the  state  peni- 
tentiary at  Joliet. 

Frank  J.  Johnson  received  his  education 
ii;  the  public  schools  of  this  county  and  grew 
to  manhood  upon  the  home  farm.  He  start- 
ed out  in  life  for  himself  as  a  farm  hand  and 
Mas  thus  employed  until  1886,  when  he  had 
secured  enough  capital  to  purchase  some 
land.  Nearly  all  this  time  he  worked  in  An- 
dover township. 

In  1885  ]\Ir.  Johnson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ella  Jtihnson,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Sweden  ^lay  14,  1863.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Mary  (Peterson)  John- 
son, emigrated  with  their  family  to  the  new 
world  in  1869,  and  settled  in  this  county, 
vdiere  the  mother  died  iNlarch  i,  1889.  The 
father  now  makes  his  home  in  \\'estern 
township.  Besides  the  wife  of  our  subject 
they  had  six  other  children :  Ella  S. ;  Hul- 
da,  wife  of  Nels  Anderson,  of  Clover  town- 
ship; Charles;  John,  also  a  resident  of  Clo- 
ver township;  Frank;  Augusta,  wife  of 
Charles  Hultstreet;  and  Edwin.  Of  the 
seven  children  btjrn  to  Frank  J.  Johnson  and 
wife,  two  died  in  infancy,  Cora  and  Nora, 
the  others  being  l-'rcd  N.,  Herman  F.,  Gil- 
bert V.  S.,  Dora  ]\L  and  ^Martin  P. 

h'or  six  years  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Johnson  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising  on  rented  land  in  Andover 
and  Clover  townships,  but  in  1892  he  pur- 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


79 


chased  his  present  farm  of  one  luuidrcd  and 
forty  acres,  to  the  cultivation  and  further 
improvement  of  which  he  has  since  devoted 
his  energies.  In  connection  with  the  regu- 
lar farm  products  he  raises  broom  corn,  and 
has  found  that  industry  quite  profitable.  He 
also  raises  cattle  and  hogs  for  market,  and 
in  all  his  business  undertakings  is  meeting 
with  gratifying  success.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  to  become  interested  in  the  I'armers' 
Telephone,  and  is  serving  as  one  of  its  di- 
rectors. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  what  is  styled  a  self-made 
man,  for  ail  that  he  has  has  been  acquired 
by  industry,  perseverance  and  good  manage- 
ment. The  Republican  party  finds  in  him  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles.  In  1896 
he  was  first  elected  assessor  of  Andover 
toviiiship,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since 
served  the  people  faithfully  and  well.  He  has 
always  lx;en  officially  connected  with  school 
afifairs,  and  is  now  a  director  in  district  No. 
5,  Andover  township.  Religiously  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Sv.'eihsh  Lutheran  Church  of 
Andover. 


CHARLES  A.  CARLSOX. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  wlu)  is  an 
energetic  and  progressive  agriculturist  re- 
siding on  section  26,  Andover  township, 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  was  born  in  that 
township  March  11,  1863.  His  father, 
Swan  A.  Carlson,  was  one  of  the  men  who 
came  from  Sweden  to  found  a  hume  for 
himself  and  better  his  financial  condition. 
He  was  Ijorn  in  1832  and  as  soon  as  old 
enough  to  care  for  himself  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming,  following  that,  pursuit 
in  his  native  land  until  1858,  when  he  de- 
cided  to   come   to   America.      He   had    pre- 


viously married  Christina  Swanson,  and  to- 
gether they  crossed  the  Atlantic,  the  voy- 
age consuming  eighteen  weeks.  They  first 
located  in  Galesburg,  Illinois,  and  on  reach- 
ing that  city  found  that  their  means  were 
about  exhausted.  Coming  to  Andover 
township,  which  was  the  first  settlement 
made  by  the  Swedish  colony,  he  operated 
rented  land  for  a  short  time  and  then  pur- 
chased a  small  tract  of  forty  acres,  to  which 
he  added  from  time  to  time  as  he  succeed- 
ed in  business  until  he  had  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  He  now  resides  in  Andover 
township.  His  first  wife  died  September  5. 
1872,  and  of  the  eight  children  born  to 
them  three  are  now  deceased.  Those  liv- 
ing are  .'\xel,  a  resident  of  Evanston,  Illi- 
nois; Mary,  wife  of  Gust  Sanl)erg,  living 
on  section  22,  Andover  township;  Charles 
A.,  our  subject;  Frank,  who  lives  on  the 
home  farm;  and  Hulda,  wife  of  John  Sand- 
C[uist,  ako  a  resident  of  Andover  township. 
Mr.  Carlson  again  married,  and  by  that 
union  had  two  children:  John  E.,  a  farmer 
of  An<k)ver  township;  and  Ellen,  at  home. 
The  father  has  always  voted  the  Republi- 
can ticket,  but  would  never  accejjt  or  hold 
jxjlitical  office.  He  has  ever  been  interested 
in  the  maintenance  of  good  schools  and 
efficiently  served  as  director  of  the  district 
school  for  several  years.  He  is  a  member 
and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Swedish  Lu- 
theran Church  of  Andover,  and  is  a  man 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him. 

The  preliminary  education  of  Charles  A. 
Carlson  was  received  in  the  common  schools 
of  Andover  township,  and  later  he  took  an 
elective  course  at  the  Northern  Illinois 
Normal  School  of  Dixon.  He  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  home  farm,  becoming  a 
thorough  and  practical  farmer.    On  the  1 1  th 
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of  February.  1890,  lie  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  Emma  Swanson.  who  was 
horn  in  Cambridge  townsliip.  lhi>  cnunty. 
November  22.  1869,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Johanna  (Hanson)  SwansDU,  na- 
tives of  Sweden,  where  they  were 
reared.  Al)nut  1864  jier  father  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  her  nn.tlier 
in  1868.  After  siiending  ten  years  in 
Cambridge  t(.iwnship,  Henry  countv.  llli- 
n.ois,  yiv.  Swanson  purchased  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  Irmd  in  Ando\-er  t(]\\n- 
•sliip,  t.i  which  he  has  added  since  small 
tracts  i_if  land  as  his  financial  resources  per- 
mitted until  he  now  owns  a  valuable  ])lace 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section 
26.  When  it  came  into  his  possession  it  was 
onl_\-  partiall}'  improved,  but  intending  to 
make  it  a  permanent  ho)ne  he  has  remodeled 
all  the  buildings  as  well  as  erecting  new 
ones.  For  many  years  he  followed  general 
farming 'with  good  success,  but  is  now  liv- 
ing a  retired  life,  enjoying'  the  fruits  of 
former  labor.  Politically  be  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  jiarty,  and  religiously 
is  a  consistent  memlier  of  the  Swedish  Lu- 
theran Church  of  Ando\-er  and  one  of  its 
liberal  supporters.  To  himself  and  wife  ha\e 
been  born  four  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infanc}-.  ()f  those  li\ing  Fmnia.  wife 
of  our  subject,  is  the  eldest;  .Mamie  i>  the 
wife  of  Gust  r.jorling,  of  Weller  township; 
and  .\lma  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

.\tter  his  marriage  .Mr.  Carlson  rentod 
a  farm  in  Cdo\er  townsliip,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  twn  vears.  .ami  met  with  suc- 
cess in  e\'ery  undertaking.  In  i8i;2  be 
moved  to  his  present  farm  on  section  2O. 
Andover  townsbiii.  where  he  rents  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  his  fatber-in  law,  .Mr.  Swan- 
son, and  here  be  carries  on  general  farming 
and  stock  raising  with  marked  success.      In 


1895  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
.section  27,  adjoining  the  farm  which  he 
rents,  an,d  now  operates  both  places.  Two 
children  have  come  to  l)righten  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson,  namely:  Esther 
M.  ami  Millia  Evalma  E. 

In  his  political  views  our  subject  is  a 
kepublican,  though  at  local  elections  he  sup- 
ports the  men  whom  he  considers  best  c|uali- 
fied  to  fill  the  offices,  regardless  of  party  lines. 
He  has  filled  the  office  of  school  director  for 
nine  years.  Mv.  Carlson  is  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  church  of  Andover,  and 
since  his  residence  in  Andover  township  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  Sunday  school  work, 
the  meetings  being  held  in  the  school  house 
of  his  district.  He  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  American  Sunday  school,  and  is  dis- 
trict in-esident  of  the  Union  Sunday  School 
Association  of  Andover  and  Lynn  town- 
ships, devoting  a  large  share  of  his  time 
in  promoting  the  work. 


GEORGE  W".  KIXCAID. 

We  are  now  permitted  to  touch  briefly 
upon  the  life  history  of  one  who  has  re- 
tained a  personal  association  with  the  affairs 
of  Illinois  throughout  life  and  whose  ances- 
tral line  traces  back  to  the  colonial  epoch. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  honest  and  earnest 
endeavor  and  due  success  has  not  l)ecn  de- 
nied  him. 

A  native  of  this  stale.  .Mr.  Kincaid  was 
born  in  St.  Clair  county,  on  the  J^^<\  of  l)e- 
ceml)er,  1821,  and  is  of  Irish  descent  on  the 
paternal  side.  His  grandfather,  Andrew 
Kincaid,  who  fought  for  American  inde- 
pendence in  the  Reviilutionary  war,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  an    earlv    settler    of 
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Pennsylvania.  The  fatlier,  James  Kincaid. 
was  born  in  tliat  state  aliout  1790,  and  at  an 
€arly  day  went  to  Kentncky.  being  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  Blue  Grass  state.  There 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Polly 
Sanders,  who  was  of  English  and  Scotch 
extraction,  and  whose  father  hatl  also  re- 
moved to  Kentucky  in  pioneer  days.  He 
was  from  Virginia.  James  Kincaid  followed 
farming  in  Kentucky  until  about  18 jo. 
when  he  removed  to  St.  Ckiir  couniy.  Illi- 
rois,  locating  within  ten  miles  of  St.  Louis, 
where  our  subject  was  born  near  Belleville. 
In  1823  he  took  his  family  to  Greene  county, 
subsequently  spent  one  year  in  Rock  Island 
county,  and  then  located  in  [Mercer  county, 
where  he  impro\ed  a  farm  and  reared  his 
children.  He  continued  his  residence  there 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  Init  died 
while  on  a  visit  to  our  subject  in  Henry 
county,  in  1855.  He  was  a  soldier  of  both 
the  war  of  18 12  and  the  Black  Plawk  war, 
and  was  ever  a  true  and  loyal  citizen. 

George  W.  Kincaid  is  one  of  a  family 
of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
are  still  living.  Franklin  is  a  resident 
of  fiercer  county,  Illnois.  Xancy  married 
James  Glenn,  of  Henry  county,  and  both 
are  now  deceased.  Martha  is  the  widow  of 
George  Sinley  aud  a  resident  of  Colona. 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Davis,  of  ]\Iis- 
souri.  Mrs.  Sophia  !Mendenhall  resided  in 
Hancock  county,-  Illinois,  until  her  death. 

The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
George  W.  Kincaid  passed  in  Mercer  coun 
ty,  but  he  received  only  a  limited  education. 
There  he  was  married  in  1844  to  ]\liss  Lou- 
isa Smith,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  came 
to  this  state  in  1837,  locating  in  fiercer 
county.  After  his  marriage  he  continued  tn 
reside  in  that  county  for  a  time,  and  then  re- 


moved to  Rock  Island  county,  while  in  1850 
he  came  to  Henry  county,  and  purchased  an 
eighty-acre  tract  of  land  in  Colona  township, 
known  as  the  Dr.  Baker  farm.  Upon  this 
place  he  has  since  made  his  home,  and  to  it 
he  has  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
owns  nearly  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
one  body.  Three  hunderd  acres  of  this 
amount  has  been  placed  under  the  plow,  and 
improved  with  two  sets  of  good  buildings. 
Although  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
m  limited  circumstances  Mr.  Kincaid  has 
steadily  worked  his  way  upward  l)y  diligence, 
fair  dealing  and  untiring  industry  until  he 
is  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous  citizens 
of  his  comunmity. 

Mr.  Kincard's  first  wife  died  in  the  fall 
of  1853.  By  that  union  he  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely :  William,  a  resident  of  the 
state  of  Washington;  Mrs.  Anna  Anderson, 
(if  Kewanee,  Illinois;  Lucy,  wife  of  Maxwell 
Murray,  of  Nebraska;  Harriet,  wife  of 
Tlwmas  Davis,  of  Iowa;  A.  Jackson,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  home  place; 
Louisa,  wife  of  James  Montgomery,  of  Rock 
Island.  'Mr.  Kincaid  was  again  married  in 
1856,  his  second  union  being  with  Mary 
Walker,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  but 
reared  in  Missouri.  She  died  January  19, 
1900,  leaving  one  son.  John  F.,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  engaged  in  farming  and  the  manu- 
facture of  cheese  at  Briar  Bluf¥,  Illinois. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Repuloiicau 
party,  in  1856,  'Mr.  Kincaid  has  been  an  ar- 
dent supporter  of  its  principles,  and  has 
voted  for  all  its  presidential  candidates,  but 
l;as  never  cared  for  official  honors.  His  in- 
terest in  educational  affairs  was  manifest 
li\-  fifteen  years  of  faithful  service  as  school 
director  in  his  district.  He  has  been  an  eye 
witness  of  ahiKjst  the  entire  growth  and  de- 
\el(i])ment  of  this  state,  and  for  half  a  cent- 
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ury  he  has  been  prominently  identified  witii 
the  upbuilding  of  Henry  county.  He  lias 
since  seen  its  wild  lands  transformed  into 
beautiful  homes  and  farms,  its  hamlets  grow 
into  villages  and  flourishing  towns,  and  all  of 
the  interests  andevidences  of  an  advanced 
civilization  introduced.  As  a  honored  pioneer 
and  worthy  citizen  of  his  adopted  county  he 
is  certainly  deserving  of  prominent  mention 
in  its  history,  and  his  sketch  will  he  read  with 
interest  by  a  host  of  warm  friends  through- 
out the  countv. 


J.  A.  KIRKLAXD,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  most  exacting  of  all  the  high- 
er lines  of  occupation  t(.i  which  a  man  may 
lend  his  energies  is  that  of  the  physician.  A 
most  scrupulous  preliminarv  training  is  de- 
manded, a  nicety  of  judgment  Init  little  un- 
derstood by  the  laity.  In  this  respect  Dr. 
Kirkland  is  well  fitted  for  the  profession 
which  he  has  chosen  for  a  life  work,  and  his 
skill  and  ability  have  won  for  him  a  lucra- 
tive practice. 

This  well-kniiwn  jihysiciau  and  surgeon 
of  Cambridge  was  l)()rn  near  Belvidere, 
Boone  county,  Illinois.  Jul\-  13.  1856,  but 
before  he  was  a  year  old  was  brought  to 
Henry  county  liy  his  parents.  William  and 
Hannah  (Farley)  Kirkland.  The  father 
was  born  in  Chillicotlie,  Ohio,  in  September, 
1813,  and  was  a  .son  of  Alexander  Kirkland, 
who  at  an  early  day  was  extensively  engaged 
in  trading-  with  the  Indians  on  this  side  of  the 
Alleghanies,  bringing  his  goods  across  the 
moimtains  on  horseback  and  in  pack  trains. 
He  and  two  brothers,  Robert  and  one  whose 
name  is  unknown,  were  millionaires,  and 
paid  many  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
government  in  way  of  duties.  In  pi<ineer 
days  Alexander   Kirkland   went   to   Indiana, 


where  he  purchased  a  large  amount  of  land, 
but  was  soon  taken  ill,  fro^i  which  illness 
he  died.  His  widow  then  returned  east  on 
horseback,  carrying  her  infant  son,  the  Doc- 
tor's father,  a  distance  of  three  hundred 
miles,  following  blazed  trees  and  fording- 
streams,  stopping  by  the  wayside  to  nurse 
her  sick  infant  and  give  him  what  medical 
attention  she  could.  She  gave  an  attorne_\' 
power  to  secure  the  lands  which  her  husliand 
had  purchased  and  sell  them  as  he  found  op- 
portunity. After  selling  the  property  he 
left  for  parts  unknown,  taking  the  proceeds 
with  him.  The  brothers  of  Alexander  Kirk- 
land were  lost  track  of,  and  nothing  was 
known  of  them  and  their  descendants  for 
many  years,  but  recently  some  were  found 
living  in  Baltimore. 

In  1856  William  Kirkland,  the  Doctor's 
father,  came  to  Illinois  from  Morgan  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  lijcated  near  \\"oodhull,  Henry 
county,  where  he  improved  a  farm,  being  an 
agriculturist  by  occupation.  Here  he  died 
P"ebrnary  22.  i8q6.  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Christian 
hurch  assisted  in  organizing  several  churches 
of  that  denomination  and  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Alexander  Campbell,  who  was  often 
a  guest  at  his  home.  His  \\idow  is  a  de\out 
Christian  and  a  verv  acti\e  member  of  the 
same  church.  She  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  is  now  seventy-six  A-ears  of  age, 
making  her  home  in  W'oodhull.  Her  par- 
ents, James  and  Ellen  Farley,  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  England,  respecti\ely, 
and  died  in  Boone  county,  Illinois,  the  former 
al  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  the  later  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six.  In  early  life  William 
Kirkland  was  a  Democrat,  but  voted  for 
Lincoln  in  i860,  and  was  afterward  a  Re- 
ijulilican. 
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Dr.  Kirkland  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  tiie  others  being 
Wary,  wife  of  Martin  Hiller.  a  farmer  of 
Iowa;  James  Curtis,  a  farmer,  wlio  died  in 
1881,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years;  Eliza- 
beth E.,  who  has  been  an  invalid  for  years; 
William  P.,  w-ho  is  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising  on  the  old  home- 
stead at  W^oodhull,  Illinois;  Davis  O.,  a 
farmer  of  Henry  county;  and  Lloyd  G., 
attorney  for  the  Iowa  Insurance  Company 
and  a  man  of  considerable  prominence  in 
Chicago,  who  is  now  serving  as  president  of 
the  park  board. 

After  leaving  the  common  schools,  where 
his  primary  education  was  secured,  Dr.  Kirk- 
land attended  Abingdon  College  three  vears, 
and  for  one  year  was  a  student  at  the  Ken- 
tucky University.  He  successfully  engaged 
in  teaching  school  for  two  years,  then  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  Dunlap,  of  Cambridge, 
for  a  time,  and  later  attended  lectures  at  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1885.  Immediately  af- 
ter his  graduation  he  opened  an  office  in  Chi- 
cago, where  he  remained  two  years,  and  since 
1887  has  successfully  engaged  in  practice  at 
Cambridge.  Besides  his  large  general  prac- 
tice he  is  medical  examiner  for  the  following 
insurance  companies  and  societies :  The  ]\Ian- 
hattan,  Penn  Mutual,  Fidelity  Mutual,  Phoe- 
nix Mutual,  Home  Life  of  F'hiladelphia,  Pru- 
dential of  New  York,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  Home  Forum,  Knights  of  the 
Globe,  and  Kansas  Life.  The  Doctor  is  also 
interested  in  business  enterprises,  and  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Electric  Light 
Company  of  Cambridge  for  several  3^ears. 
He  has  an  extensive  and  well-selected  li- 
brary, equal  to,  if  not  excelling,  any  other  in 
Cambridge. 

On    the    17th  of    November,   18S7,  Dr. 


Kirkland  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Price,  daughter  of  Obed  and  Mary 
Price,  of  Galva,  who  are  now  residing  at 
Etherly,  Knox  county,  Illinois,  where  the 
father  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant. 
As  a  contractor  and  builder  he  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  interests  of  this- 
county  for  some  years,  and  erected  more 
large  buildings  than  any  other  man  within 
its  borders.  He  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
his  wife  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried in  Illinois  in  the  early  '60s.  Religious- 
Iv  they  are  quite  prominent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mrs.  Kirk- 
land is  the  older  of  their  two  children.  The 
other,  Archibald,  is  an  extensixe  contractor 
and  builder  of  Anaconda,  Montana,  and  has 
erected  some  of  the  large  public  buildings  of 
that  state.  ]\Irs.  Kirkland  was  a  member 
of  the  first  class  ever  graduated  from  the 
high  school  of  Galva,  and  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for 
twelve  years,  ten  of  these  being  in  the  city 
schools  of  Galva.  She  won  an  enviable  rep- 
utation as  an  instructor,  and  by  extensive 
reading  has  become  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  best  literature.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  have  three  children,  namely: 
Helen  Irene,  Archiliald  F.   and  Therese. 

Politically  Dr.  Kirkbnd  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  takes  no  act- 
ive part  in  politics  aside  from  voting.  For 
six  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  Cambridge.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  is  also  connected  with  the 
Galva  Medical  Society  and  the  Military 
Tract  Medical  Society-.  He  has  taken  a 
post-graduate  course  at  the  Post-Graduate 
^Medical  College  of  Chicago,  and  has  \\rit- 
ten  many  able  articles  for  medical  journals. 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


'J'he  Doctor  is  ;i  lover  of  nature,  and  pos- 
sesses an  excellent  knowledge  of  natnral 
history,  ^\'llile  a  student  at  the  Kentucky 
University  he  was  shown  how  to  mount  a 
hird,  and  since  then,  through  his  own  per- 
sistent effort,  has  become  an  expert  taxider- 
mist. He  has  gi\-en  instructii.m  tri  many 
h.igh  school  pupils  and  others  in  this  art. 
haxing  started  several  amateurs  along  that 
line  of  work.  He  has  the  best  and  largest 
ornithological  collection  in  Henry  county, 
having  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-hve 
varieties  of  birds  mounted,  and  their  poise 
is  excellent,  showing  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  their  life  and  habits. 


HEXRYG.  CRIFFIX. 

Tliere  is  particular  satisfacton  in  revert- 
ing to  the  life  history  of  the  honored  and 
venerable  gentleman  whose  name  initiates 
this  review,  since  his  mind  bears  impre>s  of 
the  historical  annals  of  Henry  countv  from 
the  early  pioneer  days,  and-  from  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  a  loyal  son  of  the  l\e])ublic.  h'or 
many  }"ears  he  was  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  county,  Init  is  now 
living  a  retired  life  in  Cambridge. 

:\Ir.  Griffin  was  liorn  in  .Stockbridge, 
r.crkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  June  19, 
i8iy,  and  traces  his  ancestrv  back  to  Will- 
iam Griffin,  the  progenitor  of  the  faniilv  in 
America,  who  wa.s  a  nati\e  of  Wales  am! 
an  early  settler  in  Connecticut.  His  son. 
Samuel  Griffin,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, moved  from  Connecticut  U>  .\I;issachn- 
setts  prlov  to  his  marriage  with  Xahust;< 
Caldwell,  who  was  born  of  Xew  iMigland 
])arcntage  and  was  of  Welsh  and  luiglisli 
extraction.     Thev  made  Iheir  home  in  :\las- 


sachusetts.  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 
John  Griffin,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  that  state,  and  on  leaving  home  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  went  to  X>w  York.  Being  draft- 
ed, he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  wheii  peace  was  once  more  restored  he 
resumed  work  at  his  trade  of  carpenter  and 
joiner  in  Xew  York,  ^^dlile  there  he  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Hoag,  a  native  of  Rensselaer 
county,  that  state,  but  owing  to  ill  health 
he  finally  returned  to  Massachusetts.  In 
1841  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  near 
\"iola,  Mercer  county,  where  he  secured  a 
quarter-section  of  land  on  a  warrant  due  for 
his  services  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  to  it  he 
siibseqnently  added  by  purchase.  A  part  of 
this  farm  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family. 
The  father  died  in  IMercer  county  in  June, 
1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  the 
mother,  \vho  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  in  Janu- 
ai"}-.  i8qo,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two 
years  and  six  months.  Their  children  were 
\Villiam,  who  has  been  dead  many  years; 
Henry  G.,  our  subject;  James  M.,  deceased; 
Sarah,  who  died  in  Massachusetts,  in  1839; 
Huldah,  widow  of  Anson  Calkins,  and  a  resi- 
clrent  of  this  county;  Elizabeth,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years;  George,  who  h.as 
lieen  dead  many  years;  and  Septimus,  who 
lives  near  Viola,  Illinois. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Henry  G. 
Grifiin  were  spent  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
state,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighl)orhood.  As  early  as 
iS^y  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  located  one 
lunidred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  what 
is  now  (jrecn  township.  Mercer  countv.  To 
the  improvement  and  culti\ation  of  that 
place  lie  devoted  his  energies  until  1846, 
when  he  moved  to  Cambridge  township, 
Henrv  countv.     Five  vears  later  he  sokl  the 
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farm  which  he  first  purchased  and  bought 
another  in  the  same  township,  making  it  his 
home  until  his  removal  to  the  city  of  Cam- 
bridge in  March,  1900.  It  is  a  well  improved 
place  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres 
on  section  2,  and  has  been  rented  to  the  same 
parties  for  twenty  years. 

In  Mercer  county,  Mr.  Griffin  became 
acquainted  with  and,  August  4,  1840,  mar- 
ried, Miss  Isabella  W.  McGaughey,  who  was 
born  near  New  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  April 
29,  1822.  Her  parents,  Alexander  and  Re- 
becca (Tarrance)  McGaughey,  were  natives 
of  Adams  county,  that  state,  but  shortly  after 
their  marriage  moved  to  Mercer  county, 
Pennsylvania,  locating  near  New  Bedford. 
By  occupation  her  father  was  a  wagonmaker 
and  farmer.  Having  lost  her  mother  when 
in  her  tenth  year,  Mrs.  Griffin  went  to  live 
with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Agnes  Stewart,  near 
Coitsville,  Ohio,  and  in  1839  came  with  her 
to  Viola,  Mercer  county,  Illinois.  She  died 
September  6,  1893,  ^i-'l  the  funeral  services, 
which  were  held  at  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  conducted  by  Rev.  E.  P.  Brand, 
v.ere  very  impressive  and  comforting,  the 
text  being  "Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled." 
In  early  life  she  was  a  member  of  the  Unit- 
ed Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  instructed 
well  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  she  taught 
her  children  both  by  precept  and  example. 
On  the  organization  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Cambridge,  she  and  her  husband 
were  two  of  the  original  members,  and  -^Ir. 
Griffin  is  now  the  only  survivor.  She  al- 
ways took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
the  work  of  the  church,  and,  save  a  few  times 
during  the  Civil  war,  always  prepared  the 
bread  for  communion.  As  a  friend  she  was 
ever  true  and  loyal,  and  no  one  ever  left  her 
home  who  did  not  have  good  reason  to  be 
grateful  for  her  hospitality.     In  her  efforts 


to  make  her  family  comfortable,  she,  like  a 
true  mother,  often  went  beyond  her  strength. 
As  a  wife  "many  daughters  have  done  vir- 
tiously,  but  thou  exccllest  them  all,"  is  the 
feeling  of  the  husband,  whose  home  was  left 
desolate  by  her  death.  In  the  great  struggle 
Ijetween  the  north  antl  the  south,  with  forti- 
tude an  dforesight,  sustained  the  cares  of  the 
family  and  the  farm  while  her  husband  and 
son  were  at  the  front,  and  she  gave  liberally 
to  both  the  sanitary  and  Christian  commis- 
sions. On  the  4th  of  August,  1890,  at  their 
golden  wedding,  the  community  showed  their 
appreciation  of  her  worth  I)y  many  substan- 
tial offerings. 

The  children  born  to  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grif- 
fin were  as  follows  :  ( i )  John  A.  has  been  a 
minister  in  the  Congregational  Church  for 
many  years,  and  now  resides  at  Sherrard, 
Illinois.  \x.  President  Lincoln's  first  call  for 
troops  he  enlisted  in  Comi^any  D,  Seven- 
teenth Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
promoted  from  the  rank  of  sergeant  to  sec- 
ond lieutenant.  He  remained  in  the  service 
until  March,  1866,  and  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  He  first  wed- 
ded ]\Iary  Payne,  who  died  in  Danville,  Illi- 
nois, leaving  four  children,  Chester,  Alice, 
Grace  and  Albert.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married  Margaret  Haddick,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  children:  Isabel,  who  died 
when  about  three  years  and  a  half  old;  Rob- 
ert T.,  John  and  Charlotte.  (2)  French  B., 
our  subject's  second  child,  was  born  March 
29,  1845,  and  died  at  the  age  of  six  months. 
(3)  James  M.  died  in  infancy.  (4)  The 
fourth  child  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  (5) 
William  A.,  born  September  23,  1848,  mar- 
ried Lovica  Hibbard  and  died  March  17, 
1882,  leaving  two  children,  Evelyn  and 
W'ilhelmina.  (6)  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  J. 
^I.  ]Merrill,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  has 
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three  children,  Frank,  Earl  and  Royce.  (7) 
Rebecca  A.  is  the  wife  of  Rufus  Anderson, 
of  Des  Aloines,  b)'  whom  she  has  one  child. 
Julia  A.,  and  they  also  have  an  adopted 
daughter.  Fannie  Andersdu.  ( 8j  Gilbert 
A.,  born  July  25,    1857,   died  January   18, 

1861.  {g)  Julia  A.  is  the  wife  of  F.  H. 
Streed,  of  Ulah,  Illinois,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Henry  G.  and  Eugene  F.  (10) 
Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  C.  K.  Filmore,  of 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and  they  had  seven 
children,  Ralph  W.,Ross  C.,Paul  H.,  Agnes, 
Dora,  Marion  and  Charles  K.,  tleceased. 
Mr.  Griffin  has  now  living  five  children, 
twenty-two  grandchildren,  and  five  great- 
grandchildren. 

For  his  second  wife  Mv.  Griffin  married 
JMrs.  Susan  C.  Blanchard,  of  Davenport, 
Iowa,  March  2,  1898.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Matilda  Kennedy,  prominent 
residents  of  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Griffin  entered  the  Union  service 
■  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  August  11, 

1862,  for  three  years,  in  Company  D,  One 
Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illinois  Volunter  In- 
fantry, under  the  command  of  Colonel  T.  J. 
Henderson.  He  took  part  in  all  the  engage- 
ments in  which  his  regiment  participated  un- 
til the  battle  of  Knoxville,  where  he  was  cap- 
tured by  the  rebels.  By  a  roundabout  way 
he  was  taken  to  Libby  prison,  where  he  re- 
mained from  December  i,  1863,  to  May  7, 
1864,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  stock- 
ade at  Macon,  Georgia.  In  August  of  the 
same  }'ear  he  was  taken  with  others  to 
Charleston,  where  they  were  placed  under 
the  fire  from  the  Union  guns  on  Morris  Isl- 
and and  were  kept  there  until  October  6, 
when   they   were  sent   to   Columbia,   South 

,  Carolina,  where  they  were  kejjt  in  an  open 
field  until  December  12.  On  that  date  the 
prisoners  were  moved  to  the  state  insane  asv- 


lum,  and  remained  there  until  the  i8th  of 
b^bruary,  1865,  when  sent  to  the  parole 
camp  near  Wilmington.  Here  they  were  de- 
Hvered  to  the  Union  authorities,  but  Air. 
(iriffin  was  not  exchanged  until  April  26, 
1865,  when  he  was  allowed  to  join  his  regi- 
ment at  Greensboro,  North  Carolina.  The 
war  having  ended,  he  was  finally  discharged 
July  7,  1865,  after  almost  three  years  of 
faithful  service  on  southern  battle  fields  and 
in  the  loathsome  prisons  of  the  south,  where 
he  endured  all  the  hardships  and  privations 
of  prison  life. 

PoUtically  Air.  Griffin  was  originally  a 
\\'hig,  but  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  since  its  organization, 
and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  many  county 
and  state  conventions  of  his  party.  He  has 
been  in  office  most  of  his  life,  being  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  when  very  young.  He 
was  coinrty  school  commissioner  two  years, 
and  was  on  the  building  committee  for  the 
erection  of  dift'erent  school-houses,  inchuhng 
the  first  in  the  village  of  Cambridge.  He 
was  coroner  of  the  county  for  a  time  and  was 
supervisor  of  Andover  township  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  He  is  a  very  prominent  and 
mfluential  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Cambridge,  and  has  served  as 
deacon  since  its  organization.  His  upright 
course  in  life  commands  the  respect  and 
commendation  of  everyone,  and  his  labors  as 
•i  founder  of  the  county  justly  entitle  him  to 
a  prominent  place  in  its  annals. 


PHILIP  B.   KEELER. 

iVnidug  the  recognized  leaders  of  the 
Republican  party  in  Henry  county  is  I'hilip 
B.  Keeler,  tlie  well-known  and  efficient  cir- 
cuit clerk,  whose  large  acquaintance  and  en- 
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bounded  popularity  give  him  an  influential 
following,  while  his  shrewd  judgment  of  men 
and  affairs  makes  his  counsel  of  value  in  all 
important  movements.  In  business  circles 
he  a\so  takes  a  foremost  rank,  and  his  suc- 
cess is  all  tlie  more  notable  from  the  fact  that 
it  has  l>een  secured  by  his  own  judicious 
management. 

Mr.  Keeler  was  born  in  Clarendon,  Or- 
leans county,  New  York,  August  27,  1843, 
the  youngest  child  of  Ira  B.  and  Clarissa  li. 
(Foley)  Keeler,  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
state,  and  of  English  and  Irish  descent,  re- 
spectively. In  early  life  the  father  followed 
the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade,  and  later 
engaged  in  bridge  building,  constructing 
many  of  the  bridges  over  the  Erie  canal,  lie 
was  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  was  a 
man  of  considerable  prominence  in  his  town, 
being  called  upon  to  serve  as  supervisor  and 
in  many  other  positions  of  public  trust.  Fra- 
ternally he  was  quite  a  prominent  meml)er  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  Society.  He  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1852,  at  about  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years,  \v'hile  his  wife,  who  was  a  consistent 
and  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
for  many  years,  was  born  in  1797  and  died 
in  1879.  To  them  were  born  eleven  children, 
of  whom  eight  reached  years  of  maturity, 
namely:  Harriet  B.  is  the  widow  of  Clark 
Glidden,  with  whom  she  came  to  De  Kalb 
county,  Illinois,  in  1854,  but  is  now  living 
wuth  her  son  in  Aberdeen,  Washington;  Ru- 
fus  died  in  California  in  1898;  Delia  died  in 
1852;  Josiah  was  accidentally  killed  in 
Scottsville,  Kansas;  Elizabeth  V.  is  the  wife 
of  J.  W'.  Eddy,  a  jeweler  of  Kewanee,  and  is 
now,  in  1900,  visiting  the  Paris  exposition; 
iNIary  E.  is  the  widow  of  Andrew  Wood  and 
a  resident  of  Cambridge;  Viola  M.  married 
L.  P.  Wilson  and  died  in  1889;  and  Philip 
B.  completes  the  family. 


The  early  education  of  our  subject  w^as 
accpiired  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
state,  but  later  he  attended  the  Union  high 
school  at  Kewanee,  Illinois,  and  also  took  a 
special  course  in  bookkeeping.  By  the  death 
of  his  father  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources at  the  tender  age  of  seven  years,  and 
has  since  made  his  own  way  in  the  world  un- 
aided. In  1859  he  came  with  his  mother  to 
Kewanee,  which  he  still  considers  his  home, 
though  in  the  discharge  of  his  present  official 
duties  he  is  compelled  to  spend  most  of  his 
time  at  the  county  seat.  On  starting  out  in 
life  for  himself  he  learned  the  jeweler's  trade 
in  Kewanee.  Subsequently  he  found  employ- 
ment in  a  machine  shop,  but  in  less  than  a 
}  ear  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  right 
hand  and  a  portion  of  his  forearm,  though 
he  did  not  resign  his  position  for  three  years, 
successfully  manipulating  the  machine  with 
one  hand  during  that  time.  Following  this 
he  again  worked  at  the  jeweler's  trade  until 
1866,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  witli 
&  Keeler  he  was  engaged  as  a  dealer  in  jew- 
elry, sewing  machines  and  musical  instru- 
ments, being  successfully  engaged  in  that  line 
of  trade  for  thirty  years,  he  taking  charge  of 
the  sewing  machines  and  musical  instrument 
department.  For  a  time  he  was  also  inter- 
ested in  the  lumber  business  in  southern  Ar- 
kansas, but  his  property  there  was  destroyed 
by  lire.  The  Building  and  Loan  Association 
of  Kewanee  owes  much  of  its  success  to  Mr. 
Keeler,  who  is  a  man  of  keen  discrimination, 
sound  judgment  and  indefatigable  enterprise. 
As  one  of  the  organizers  and  directors  and 
president  he  has  labored  untiringly  for  its 
success,  and  has  succeeded,  with  others,  in 
placing  the  concern  on  a  good  financial  basis. 
Through  this  organization  many  poor  people 
have  been  able  to  secure  homes  for  them- 
selves which  thev  never  could  iiave  done  in 
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any  other  way,  and  it  has  thus  ;wlvanced  the 
interests  of  the  town. 

On  tiie  2_'n(l  nf  I  )ecenilxT,  iSfi().  Mr. 
Keeler  was  united  in  marriage  with  .Miss 
Mary  F.  W'iiittemore,  a  daughter  of  Caleb 
W'liittemure,  whu  to-ihay  is  one  of  the  ohlest 
and  most  highly  esteemed  business  men  of 
Peoria,  where  their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated. By  this  miion  were  born  two  chil- 
dren:  Rufus  W'.,  an  expert  electrician;  and 
Philip  B.,  Jr.,  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  Mr.  Keeler  has  '>ecn 
an  ardent  Republican,  and  has  worked  un- 
tiringly for  the  success  of  his  party.  He 
has  been  honored  with  several  important  ofii- 
cial  positions,  having  served  as  a  member  of 
the  village  board  of  Kewanee  and  was  super- 
•visoT  of  Kewanee  township  for  many  years. 
While  a  member  of  the  village  board  the  gas 
plant  was  put  in  and  preliminary  steps  \vere 
taken  to  secure  water  works.  He  was  char- 
man  of  the  board  of  supervisors  icum  the 
time  he  was  tirst  elected  until  his  election  .as 
circuit  clerk,  which  office  he  now  so  ciedita- 
bly  fills,  discharging  its  duties  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  all  the  people.  He  was  re- 
elected to  the  latter  office  in  1900  by  a  largely 
increased  majority,  and  had  no  opixis^iion 
in  the  convention.  F<  iv  m  mie  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  library  lioard  of  Keuanee,  its 
library  being  one  of  the  finest  in  the  state, 
and  its  rooms  kept  open  e\-ery  day  in  the  )ear. 
In  the  building  up  dl  this  library  much  credit 
is  due  to  him. 

As  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  he  has  done  much  for  the  or- 
der, and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  mem- 
bers in  the  state.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
building  committee  when  the  hall  of  the  Ke- 
wanee lodge  was  built.  He  is  i)ast  grand 
of  the  subordinate  lotlge,  and  has  been  a  rep- 


resentative til  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state 
for  the  past  twenty-fi\-e  A'ears.  A  member 
a'so  (if  the  encampment  he  is  now  past  chief 
patriarch,  and  he  has  represented  his  camp 
in  the  grand  encampment  of  the  state  for 
t\\enty-fi\-e  years.  He  is  now  past  grand 
marshal  of  the  grand  encampment.  Until 
his  electiiin  tn  the  nftice  vi  circuit  clerk, 
he  was  a  trustee  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  prop- 
ert)'  in  Kewanee  from  1870.  I'hilip  B. 
Keeler  is  emphatically  a  man  of  enterprise, 
l^ositive  character,  indomitable  energy  and 
liberal,  \-iews,  and  is  thoroughly  identified 
in  e\'ery  respect  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  his  adopted  city  and  county. 


WILLIAM  RIXGLE. 

Prominent  among  the  successful  stnck- 
dealers  and  agriculturists  of  Henry  county 
is  William  Ringle,  the  present  efircient  super- 
visor of  Osco  township.  He  was  born  in  AT 
legheny  county,  near  Pittsburg,  Penns}dva- 
nia,  on  the  6th  of  -March,  1847,  and  was  ten 
years  of  age  when  Iirought  to  this  county  Ity 
his  parents,  Josqih  and  Mary  (\\'hilsel) 
Ringle,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  state, 
where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  a_  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  under  the  command  of 
General  Washington,  and  was  trainmaster  at 
Valley  Forge.  He  died  when  comparatively 
a  young  man,  leaving  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

Joseph  Ringle,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  181 1,  and  died  in  1893.  He  was 
born  and  reared  in  western  Pennsyh'ania, 
his  early  home  being  in  Indiana  county. 
During  his  early  manhood  be  lived  for  a  time 
near  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
dairy  business,  but  later  returned  to  Indiana 
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county.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  on 
the  prairies  in  Osco  township,  Henry  coun- 
ty, where  he  purchased  and  improved  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and 
later  added  eighty  acres  more,  which  he  re- 
tained until  a  settlement  was  made  among 
the  children  hy  their  starting  out  in  life  for 
themselves.  He  was  a  supporter  and  active 
memher  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Munson,  and  was  a  Prohiljitionist  in  politics, 
though  he  never  took  a  very  active  part  in 
political  affairs.  He  was  a  man  of  sound 
financial  staiijding,  and,  starting  from  noth- 
ing, he  accumulated  quite  a  fortune.  His  wife 
was  of  Dutch  ancestry,  her  forefathers  hav- 
ing come  from  Holland  at  an  early  day  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania.  They  were  quite 
wealthy  and  invested  their  money  in  coal 
mining,  which  is  still  carried  on  extensively 
by  their  descendants  in  that  state.  Mrs. 
Ringle  died  at  the  home  of  a  daughter  in 
Cambridge,  in  1898.  She  was  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
the  others  being  James,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Munson  township,  who  now  resides  in  Gene- 
seo;  John,  a  retired  resident  of  Cambridge; 
William,  our  subject;  David  W.,  a  farmer  of 
Geneseo  township;  Catherine,  wife  of  Harri- 
son Moore,  a  retired  farmer  of  Xcwton, 
Iowa;  Louisa,  widow  of  A.  J.  Combs  and  a 
resident  of  Cambridge;  and  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Sherrard,  of  Cambridge  township. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  William 
Ringle  attended  the  district  schools  near  his 
home  and  the  Orion  Academy,  and  he  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  his  mar- 
riage. It  was  on  the  27th  of  October,  1873, 
that  he  wedded  Miss  Ellen  A.  Welton,  who 
was  born  in  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  Febru- 
ary 22,  1852,  a  daughter  of  Lester  C.  and 
Ora  Welton,  both  natives  of  Connecticut. 
During  her  infancy  the  family  moved  from 
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Peoria  to  Henry  county  and  located  in  Osco 
township,  at  which  time  the  greater  part  of 
this  locality  was  still  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion. 'Sir.  Welti  111  [jurchased  and  improved 
a  large  farm  aiul  was  quite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  promoters  and  a  large  stockholder  of  the 
Osco  &  Western  Farmer's  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  which  was  founded  and  incorpor- 
ated in  1873,  and  embraced  Osco  and  West- 
ern townships,  Flenry  county,  and  Rural 
township.  Rock  Island  county.  It  has  proved 
a  great  benefit  to  the  resident  farmers  of  this 
community.  For  a  time  Mr.  Welton  lived 
in  Cambridge,  and  then  moved  to  Hutchin- 
son, Reno  county,  Kansas,  locating  on  a 
large  stock  farm,  where  his  death  occurred. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Osco 
township,  and  was  looked  up  to  by  all  as  a 
guide,  being  a  man  of  intelligence  and  in- 
tegrity. Flis  children  were  James,  a  retired 
farmer  of  Geneseo;  Merritt,  a  farmer  of  At- 
lantic, Iowa;  Margaret,  wife  of  Chester 
O'Neale,  of  Hudson,  Kansas;  and  Ellen  A., 
wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Ringle  received  a 
good  education,  pursuing  a  classical  course. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ringle  located 
upon  his  present  farm,  having  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  partially  im- 
proved land  on  section  28,  Osco  township, 
on  which  he  at  once  erected  necessary  and 
substantial  buildings,  including  commodious 
barns,  sheds  and  cribs,  with  the  intention  of 
embarking  in  the  stock  business.  This  he  has 
always  carried  on  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing, and  also  operates  threshers  and  shellers, 
having  two  steam  engines  for  that  purpose. 
The  Ringle  family  have  always  been  en- 
gaged in  the  latter  business,  owning  from 
one  to  five  outfits  among  them  and  operat- 
ing the  same  very  successfully  in  threshing 
grain,  shelling  corn  and  hulling  clover,  as 
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well  as  grinding  feed.  For  the  last  named 
purpose  O'.n-  subject  keeps  an  engine  on  his 
farm  all  the  time,  preparing  food  for  the 
large  herd  of  cattle  which  he  fattens  each 
year.  He  has  added  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  to  his  first  purchase  and  im- 
pro\-ed  the  same  U>  CDuform  to  his  growing- 
stock  business,  being  one  of  the  largest 
stock  men  of  Osco  township.  He  started  on 
a  small  scale,  but  has  gradually  increased 
the  volume  of  his  business  until  he  now  han- 
dles many  hundred  head  of  stock  annually 
with  profit.  He  first  raised  short  horn  cat- 
tle for  market,  and  now  gives  his  attention 
entirely  to  the  feeding  of  stock  for  market 
purposes,  his  average  shipments  being  from 
six  to  eight  carloads  of  cattle  and  hogs  an- 
nually. He  is  also  interested  in  a  fine  grade 
of  horses,  and  has  sol.d  some  of  the  finest 
teams  of  Englishshires  ever  put  on  the  mar- 
ket from  Osco  township,  having  the  hon- 
or of  receiving  the  highest  price  e\er  paid 
for  a  gelding  in  that  place.  He  buys  stock 
wherever  he  can  to  an  advantage,  princi- 
pally in  the  west,  and  brings  them  home  to 
fatten  for  market.  Mv.  Ringle  has  met  with 
most  excellent  success  in  this  business,  and 
takes  a  just  pride  in  his  stock  and  the  facili- 
ties he  has  for  handling  it.  Always  honora- 
ble and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  he  has 
.the  confidence  and  respect  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  and  his  suc- 
cess is  well  merited.  For  the  past  eighteen 
3-ears  he  has  operated  a  steam  threshing  ma- 
chine, and  has  ow'nedand  operated  a  thresher 
since  1867.  He  is  one  of  the  stockholders 
and  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Cambridge;  is  also  a  director  and  treasurer 
of  the  Osci)  &  Western  Farmers'  Mutual 
insurance  Cnmpany,  which  does  the  leading 
business  of  this  sectinn,  and  he  has  served 
the  people  well  in  financial  concerns. 


A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Ringle  is 
an  active  worker  for  his  party  and  its  inter- 
ests, and  has  been  selected  to  fill  various 
offices  in  his  township.  In  1899  he  was 
elected  supervisor,  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
capacity  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  Since  resid- 
ing upon  his  present  farm  he  has  servetl  con- 
tinuously as  township  school  trustee.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  is  a  Presbyterian,  while 
his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Osco,  and  he  is  a  liberal  supporter 
of  all  church  w^ork.  He  is  widely  and  fav- 
orably known  throughout  the  county  as  a 
most  progressive  and  enterprising  man,  and 
is  held  in  high  regard  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances. 


SAMUEL  H.  CALLAWAY. 

Samuel  H.  Callaway  is  one  (if  the  lead- 
ing farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Western 
township,  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six acres  hemg  pleasantly  located  on  sec- 
tion 3_'  and  5  in  Lynn  township,  witlfin  two 
and  a  half  miles  of  Orion.  He  was  born  in 
Warwickshire,  England,  July  2j.  iS^cj,  and 
in  his  boyhood  passed  the  birthijlace  of  the 
innnortal  Shakespeare  on  his  wa_\-  to  and 
from  school.  In  1849  he  came  to  the  new 
world  with  his  parents,  Samuel  and  Esther 
Callaway,  who  first  located  at  Utica,  New 
York,  but  later  removed  to  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan, where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  In  England  the  father  li;id  followed 
the  stock  business. 

In  1851  our  subject  and  his  older  brother, 
Jonathan,  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
where  the  former  worked  at  anything  by 
which  he  could  earn  an  honest  dollar.     For 
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some  time  he  was  employed  by  the  day  or 
month  at  clearing  land  and  at  farming,  and 
later,  when  he  had  saved  enough  money,  he 
purchased  teams  and  commenced  breaking 
prairie,  following  that  occupation  for  sev- 
eral years,  during  which  time  he  broke  hun- 
dreds of  acres  of  land.  However,  after  re- 
maining here  about  three  years,  on  account 
of  poor  health,  he  returned  to  Detroit,  and 
three  years  later  came  back  to  \\'estern 
township.  Later  he  rented  land  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  his  own  account.  When 
the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  tried  to  enlist 
at  Detroit,  Michigan,  but,  being  lame  and 
in  poor  health,  was  rejected. 

On  the  2 1st  of  November,  1861,  in 
Henry  county,  Mr.  Callaway  married  Miss 
Julia  Belle  Harrison,  also  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(WiUiams)  Harrison.  Her  father  spent  his 
entire  life  in  that  country.  The  mother  came 
to  the  United  States  with  her  daughter  in 
May,  1850,  and  after  the  latter's  marriage 
made  her  home  with  our  subject  and  his 
wife  until  her  death.  For  several  years 
prior  to  her  emigration  from  England,  Mrs. 
Callaway  made  her  home  with  her  uncle, 
Frank  Pears,  the  noted  soap  manufacturer 
of  London.  Before  coming  u>  this  countv 
she  and  her  mother  lived  in  Detroit.  -Michi- 
gan. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callaway  are  the  ])ar- 
euts  of  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  namely:  Herbert  L.,  who  is  still 
under  the  parental  roof;  John  H.,  who  has 
engaged  in  teaching  school,  but  is  now  a 
student  at  Knox  College,  Galesburg;  Ezra 
S.,  also  a  school  teacher  of  Henry  county: 
Ssther  K.,  wife  of  Albert  Sayre.  of  Western 
township:  Pauline  J.,  wife  of  S.  H.  Callo- 
wav,  a  farmer  of  Grundy  county,  Iowa; 
Bertha  A.,  wife  of  Addison  Chase,  a  farmer 
of  Western  township,  this  county ;  and  Alice 


M.,  a  successful  school  teacher  of  this  coun- 
ty, four  of  the  family  having  followed  that 
profession. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callaway  began  married 
life  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Lynn  town- 
ship, which  he  purchased  in  1861,  and  to 
which  he  later  added  another  forty-acre 
tract,  making  it  his  home  for  four  years. 
On  selling  that  place  he  bought  eighty  acres 
on  section  32,  Western  township,  where  he 
has  now  made  his  home  since  1865.  When 
he  located  thereon  about  fifty  acres  had  been 
In-oken,  a  small  house  built  and  an  orchard 
and  shade  trees  set  out.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Callaway  purchased  an  adjoining  tract  of 
forty-six  acres  in  Lynn  township,  and  has 
SMice  devoted  his  energies  to  the  further  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  his  land,  con- 
\erting  it  into  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  of  its  size  in  that  locality.  He  has 
made  a  specialty  of  the  raising  of  Poland 
China  hogs  and  Shropshire  sheep,  and  this 
branch  of  his  business  has  proved  quite 
profitable.  He  commenced  life  in  Illinois 
v.ithout  a  dollar,  and  by  his  own  labor,  en- 
terprise and  perseverance  has  accumulated 
a  comfortable  competence,  and  is  to-day  the 
owner  of  a  good  home  and  farm. 

Politically  Mr.  Callaway  has  been  a  life- 
long Republican,  and  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860. 
He  has  been  a  delegate  to  numerous  con- 
ventions of  his  party;  has  served  as  high- 
way commissioner  three  years ;  and  as  school 
director  twelve  years  and  president  of  the 
board.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Sher- 
man Lodge,  No.  535,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Orion. 
He  is  a  loyal  citizen  of  his  adopted  country, 
and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  has  been  found 
true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  For 
almost  half  a  century  he  has  made  his  home 
in  Henry  county,  and  he  is  both  widely  and 
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favorably  known.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Orion-Sherrard  i\Iutual  Tele- 
phone Company,  in  which  lie  is  a  director. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  Richland  Grove 
Vigilance  Committee,  that  has  been  in  ex- 
istence forty  years. 


ROBERT  G.  NEVILLE. 

Robert  G.  Neville,  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  section 
29,  Osco  township,  first  came  to  Henry 
county  in  December.  1879.  A  native  of  Illi- 
nois, he  was  burn  in  Kickapoo  township, 
Peoria  county,  June  22,  1862,  and  is  a  son 
of  George  and  Catherine  (Moorehead) 
Neville,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  They  came 
to  this  country  when  young  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  for  three 
years  after  their  marriage,  and  then  re- 
moved to  this  state,  locating  in  Jubilee  town- 
ship, Peoria  county.  The  father  was  active- 
ly engaged  in  farming  in  that  county  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Alarch  4,  1S72. 
The  wife  and  mother  came  to  Osco  in  1S93, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Cambridge  township,  December  23,  1899. 
In  the  family  were  eight  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  while  five  sons  and 
two  daughters  are  sull  living,  namely :  Will- 
iam, fireman  in  the  Monarch  distillery  of 
Peoria;  Robert  G.,  our  subject;  Kate,  wife 
of  Erank  Slieen,  of  Wolcutt,  Indiana; 
Tliomas  M.,  a  shipping  clerk  in  a  whole- 
sale rubber  house  in  Chicago;  John  F.,  pro- 
prietor of  a  pool  and  billiard  parlor  in  the 
same  city;  Richard  C,  a  resident  of  Cam- 
bridge township,  this  county;  and  Sarah, 
wife  of  Albert  C.  Tomlinson,  who  lives  on 
D.  C.  Tomlinson's  farm  in  Cambridge  town- 


ship. The  parents  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

As  soon  as  he  attained  a  sufficient  age 
Robert  G.  Neville  entered  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county,  where  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  until  ten  years  old,  when 
his  father  died  and  he  had  to  assist  in  the 
support  of  the  family.  Subsequently,  how- 
ever, he  attended  business  college  at  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  for  two  terms.  His  education 
was  obtained  principally  by  general  reading 
and  observation,  and  he  has  thus  made  up 
for  his  lack  of  early  educational  advantages. 
He  worked  b}'  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  un- 
til twent_\--fi\e  years  of  age,  and  did  his  share 
in  supporting  the  family  until  he  attained 
his  majority. 

On  the  loth  of  February,  1886,  Mr. 
Ne\ille  married  !Miss  ^largaret  McCurdy, 
who  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Penn- 
syhania,  September  19,  i860,  but  who  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage  was  living  in  Osco 
township,  this  county,  with  her  parents,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Airs.  Neville 
died  July  10,  1896,  leaving  four  children: 
-Vlexander,  Robert,  Harold  and  M.  Edith, 
who  attend  he  Osco  school.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Kate  IMcCurdy, 
of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  who  came  from  the 
north  of  Ireland  to  the  United  States,  first 
locating  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they  were 
married.  Later  they  came  to  Henry  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  and  located  on  the  southwest 
(juarter  of  section  20,  Osco  township,  where 
he  opened  up  a  farm  and  made  his  home 
until  his  death.  Religiously  he  was  an 
Episcopalian,  while  his  wife  was  reared  in 
the  Presbyterian  faith.  On  that  home  farm 
Margaret  grew  to  womanhood,  and  there 
remained  until  her  marriage. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Neville  removed 
to  Kearney,  Nebraska,  where  he  lived  for 
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two  years  and  on  his  return  to  this  count}' 
settled  on  his  present  farm,  which  Was  deed- 
ed to  his  wife  by  her  father.  He  has  since 
greatly  improved  the  place  by  the  erection 
of  a  good  residence  barns  and  fences;  has 
planted  trees,  tiled  the  land,  and  placed  it 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  farm 
consists  of  one  hundred  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land.  Mr.  Neville  follows  both  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock  feeding.  He  usually 
buys  a  car  load  of  cattle  in  Nebraska,  both 
spring  and  fall,  which  he  feeds  and  pre- 
pares for  the  market.  For  the  size  of  his 
place,  he  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  feed- 
ers in  Henry  county. 

Mr.  Neville  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  his  community,  and  has 
been  elected  to  the  office  of  town  clerk  and 
assessor.  He  has  also  served  as  school  di- 
rector nine  years,  and  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  maintaining  good  schools.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church- of  Osco  township,  and  for 
about  ten  years  has  served  as  vestryman, 
during  which  time  a  rectory  has  been  built. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  Camp,  No.  2248,  of  Osco,  of 
which  he  was  consul  four  years,  and  is  also 
a  charter  member  of  the  Royal  Neighbors 
of  America.  He  is  a  member  of  Sherman 
Lodge,  No.  535,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  of  Orion,  and 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  In  social  circles  he 
stands  high,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
socities  to  which  he  belongs. 


OLOF  WALLIXE. 

Tireless  energy,  well  directed  by  sound 
business  judgment,  has  brought  to  Mr. 
Walline   gratifying   success    in    the   affairs 


of  life.  For  thirtv  years  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Henry  county,  and  now  owns  and 
occupies  a  fine  farm  on  section  14,  Andover 
township.  Like  many  of  the  best  citizens 
of  this  locality  he  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  February  18,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of 
Olof  E.  and  Betsey  (Olson)  Walline,  also 
natives  of  that  country,  where  the  father 
followed  farm  work  until  his  emigration  to 
America  in  1869.  His  last  days  were  spent 
at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  Andover  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  both  he  and  his 
\vife  died.  Of  the  four  children  born  to 
them  one  died  in  Sweden.  The  others  are 
Margaret,  wife  of  Peter  Olenius,  living  on 
the  old  Buck  farm  in  Andover  township; 
Olof,  our  subject;  and  Peter  E.,  now  a 
resident  of  California,  who  was  formerly 
a  farmer  of  Andover  township,  and  a  mer- 
chant of  Cambridge. 

The  subject  of  this  review  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive land,  and  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
then  came  to  the  United  States  and  first  lo- 
cated at  Bishop  HilJ,  Illinois,  where  he 
worked  at  the  mason's  and  carpenter's 
trades,  having  partially  learned  the  latter  oc- 
cupation in  Sweden.  After  two  years  spent 
at  Bishop  Hill,  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Andover  township  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  and  together  they  success- 
fully engaged  in  farming  for  twelve  years, 
thus  securing  a  good  start  in  life.  As  they 
succeeded  in  business  they  added  to  their 
farm  until  they  owned  about  two  hundred 
acres,  which  property  was  divided  when  they 
dissolved  partnership.  In  1883,  having  sold 
his  portion  of  the  farm,  Olof  Walline  pur- 
chased his  present  place,  which  at  that  time 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  partially  improved  land.     He  has  since 
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laid  many  rods  of  tiling,  built  fences  and 
erected  Iniildings,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
best  and  most  attractive  farms  of  the  lo- 
cality. He  and  his  brother,  P.  E.,  are  also 
proprietors  of  the  Cambridge  Creamery,  and 
in  its  operation  have  also  met  with  well- 
deserved  success;  our  subject  is  manager  of 
the  same. 

In  January,  1875,  Mr.  W'alline  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Andover  town- 
ship, May  6,  1855,  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
M.  and  Christina  Johnson.  The  former, 
now  deceased,  was  among  the  early  settlers 
of  his  township.  There  Mrs.  Johnson  still 
resides,  and  with  her  live  her  two  sons,  Al- 
bert and  Otto,  and  one  daughter  Ida,  while 
Oscar,  Alfred  and  Emma,  wife  of  Swan 
Anderson,  make  their  home  in  Nebraska,  and 
I^lrs.  Amelia  Xorling  lives  in  Cameron,  Illi- 
nois, where  her  husband  is  engaged  in  black- 
smithing.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walline  have  a 
family  (if  nine  children,  namely:  Charles 
W.,  Jennie.  Henry  \\'.,  Louvina,  Eddie  J., 
Esther,  Minnie.  Ernest  and  .Maliel,  all  at 
home.  They  have  been  educated  in  the  com- 
mon .schools,  while  Charles  W.  and  Henry 
have  pursued  an  agricultural  course  at  Madi- 
son, Wisconsin,  and  are  prepared  to  accept 
and  hold  any  position  in  the  business  world. 
They  also  attended  the  high  school  of  Cam- 
bridge. Charles  W.  now  has  charge  of  the 
creamery  business  of  his  father. 

In  his  pdlitical  \  iews  INIr.  W'alline  is  a 
Prohibitionist,  luit  at  local  elections  supports 
the  men  whom  he  believes  best  qualified  for 
office.  ]'"or  the  long  period  of  seventeen 
years  he  has  efficiently  served  as  school  di- 
rector in  his  district,  and  for  the  past  ten 
years  has  been  appraiser  for  the  Swedish 
Insurance  Company  in  his  township,  adjust- 
ing losses  also.     He  is  an  active  member  of 


the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Andover, 
and  one  of  its  trustees.  He  iS-  a  public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  who  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to 
the  welfare  of  his  adopted  county,  and  is 
held  in  high  regard  liy  all  who  know  him. 


JOHX  L.   HULL. 

It  is  astonishing  to  witness  the  success 
of  young  men  who  have  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica without  capital  and  from  a  position  of 
comparative  obscurity  have  worked  their  way 
upward  to  a  position  of  prominence.  The 
readiness  with  which  they  adapt  themselves 
to  circumstances  and  take  advantage  of  op- 
portunities offered  brings  to  them  success 
and  wins  them  a  place  among  the  leading^ 
men  of  the  community  in  which  the}-  re- 
side. 

Among  the  natives  of  Sweden  who  have 
become  prominent  in  business  and  public 
aff'airs  in  Henry  county,  is  John  L.  Hull, 
who  has  been  a  resident  of  Cambridge  town- 
ship since  1869.  He  was  born  November  3, 
1850,  in  S\\eden,  a  son  of  Xels  P.  and  Inga 
Carolina  Larson.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  that  country, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living  and  continues 
to  make  her  home  there.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  still 
living,  namely :  Christine,  who  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Sweden;  John  L.,  our  sub- 
ject; A.  S.,  manager  of  a  lumber  yard  in 
Cambridge,  Illmois;  and  Emma  and  Xels 
P,,  who  are  living  on  the  home  farm  in 
Sweden. 

In  the  pubbc  schools  of  his  native  land 
John  L.  Hull  acquired  a  good  practical  ed- 
ucation.    He  remained  on  the  home  farm 
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until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  lie  emi- 
grated tu  this  country  with  the  hope  of 
bettering  his  financial  condition.  After 
\\orking  as  a  farm  liand  in  this  coimtry 
for  two  years,  he  located  upon  his  present 
farm  on  section  8,  Cambridge  township, 
where  he  was  at  first  in  the  employ  of  others. 
The  Brick  and  Tile  works  were  started  upon 
the  land  in  1870,  and  the  following  year  he 
commenced  learning  the  business  as  a  woik- 
n;an  in  the  factory.  Later  he  became  man- 
ager of  the  plant,  and  in  1890  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  the  business,  which  was  car- 
ried on  under  the  firm  name  of  Cook  &  Hull 
until  1899,  when  Air.  Hull  bought  out  his 
partner  and  has  since  been  alone  in  the  busi- 
ness. \\'hen  the  plant  was  first  started  it 
was  run  by  hand  and  horse  power,  but  while 
j\Ir.  Hull  was  manager  an  engine  of  thirty- 
horse  power  was  put  in,  and  the  factory 
otherwise  improved.  There  are  now  five 
kilns,  three  with  down  drafts  and  two  with 
up  drafts  and  a  drying  shed,  one  hundred 
by  twenty-six  feet  in  dimension.  During 
the  busy  season  from  fifteen  to  twenty  men 
are  employed  in  the  yards.  The  product  of 
the  factory  being  of  a  superior  grade,  it  finds 
a  ready  sale  on  the  market,  and  is  shipped 
in  carload  lots  to  Stark,  Mercer  and  Rock 
Island  counties.  The  success  of  this  enter- 
prise has  been  mainlj'  due  to  Mr.  Hull,  who 
is  a  man  of  good  business  and  executive 
al)ility.  He  owns  thirteen  acres  adjoining 
the  city  of  Cambridge,  and  is  also  engaged 
ii,  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  possesses 
keen  discrimination  as  well  as  sound  judg- 
ment, and  in  business  afifairs  is  prompt,  en- 
ergetic and  notably  reliable. 

On  the  1 2th  of  October.  1875,  ^^i'-  ^'"H 
married  Miss  Josephine  C.  Lyon,  who  was 
l)orn  in  America  in  1854.  Both  her  parents 
died  in  1897,  leaving  seven  children,  name- 


ly: Tilda,  wife  of  J-  M-  Anderson,  a  dry- 
goods  merchant,  of  Cambridge;  Ida;  Jose- 
phine, wife  of  our  subject;  John,  Alfred, 
Ludwig  and  Otto,  all  residens  of  Cambridge. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hull  ha\e  four  children  :  Lettie 
\'.,  Edwin,  Emma  and  Ernest.  The  two 
oldest  are  graduates  of  the  Cambridge  public 
schools  and  the  others  are  still  pursuing  their 
studies  there. 

During  his  entire  residence  in  Cam- 
bridge Mr.  Hull  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  politics  and  has  been  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  serving  on  the  town 
and  county  central  committees.  For  two 
years  he  filled  the  office  of  tax  collector,  and 
in  1898  was  elected  supervisor,  which  office 
he  filled  so  acceptably  that  he  was  re-elected 
in  1900  and  is  the  present  incumbent.  For 
three  successive  terms  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  Cambridge.  He 
is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church  of  Cambridge, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  and  is 
now  one  of  the  trustees,  while  socially  he 
is  connected  with  the  Mystic  &  Fraternal 
Tribune,  Xo. — ,  and  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge, 
No.  199,  in  which  he  has  held  office.  He 
is  a  ma  nof  recognized  ability  and  sterling 
worth,  and  stands  high  in  the  community 
where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home.  Those 
who  know  him  best  are  numbered  among 
his  warmest  friends,  and  no  citizen  in  Henry 
county  is  more  honored  or  highly  respected. 


JOHN   H.   ^IcGOVERX. 

This  prominent  citizen  of  Orion,  who  is 
now  living  a  retired  life,  was  born  on  the 
Monongahela  river,  in  Brownsville,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  June  20,  1834,  and  is 
a  son  of  Charles  and  Elizal)eth  (Martzall) 
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I\IcGovern,  tlie  former  a  native  of  the  north 
of  Ireland,  tlie  latter  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
their  marriage  was  celehrated.  The  father 
was  reared  on  the  Emerald  Isle  and  was  a 
young  man  when  he  came  to  the  new  \\-orkl. 
He  died  when  John  H.  was  hut  three  vears 
old,  leaving  a  widow  and  seven  children. 
He  was  engaged  in  business  in  Brownsville. 
The  mother's  ancestors  were  originally  from 
Germany.  In  1858  she  came  to  Rock  Island 
county,  Illinois,  and  in  1865  moved  to  Iowa, 
where  her  death  occurred  about  1885.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
In  the  county  of  his  nativity  John  H. 
AIcGo\-ern  grew  to  manhood,  and  at  Br(nvns- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  he  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's and  joiner's  trade,  and  for  a  time  he 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building  in  the 
east.  Coming  to  Illinois  in  1855,  'le  first 
located  in  Rock  Island,  where  he  followed 
the  same  pursuit  for  five  years,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Boling  township  for 
four  years.  In  1864  he  \vent  west  and  was 
interested  in  mining  in  ^Montana  and  Idaho 
for  a  short  time.  Later  we  find  him  in 
California,  but  in  1865  he  returned  to  Illi- 
nois, and  embarked  in  business  at  Milan. 
carrying  on  operations  there  for  five  years. 
In  1870  he  removed  to  Orion,  Henry  county, 
where  he  opened  a  general  store  and  did  an 
extensive  business  for  a  number  of  years, 
being  the  leading  merchant  of  the  i)lace.  He 
finally  sold  out  in  1885  on  account  of  ill 
health  and  has  since  lived  a  retired  life. 
He  still  owns  considerable  real  estate  in 
Orion,  including  two  store  buildings  and 
two  nice  residences.  His  success  in  life  is 
due  entirely  to  his  own  well-directed  efforts, 
diligence,  perseverance  and  good  manage- 
ment, and  he  is  to-day  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous and  substantial  citizens  of  his  com- 
munitv. 


In  i860  Mr.  ^IcGovern  was  married,  in 
^leadville,  Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Martha 
Kerr,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Orion, 
Illinois,  in  the  fall  of  1890.  He  was  again 
married,  in  Henry  county,  May  15,  1894, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Lydia 
Jane  Deem,  who  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  but 
came  to  Illinois  with  her  father,  William 
Deem,  in  i860,  and  here  grew  to  woman- 
hood. 

In  politics  Mr.  McGovern  is  independent. 
He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  James 
Buchanan  in  1856,  but  has  since  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  either  the  Re- 
publican or  Prohibition  parties,  being  a 
strong  temperance  man.  He  has  never  cared 
for  official  honors,  preferring  to  devote  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  in- 
terests. During  his  residence  at  Milan  he 
joined  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  now  holds 
n^embership  in  the  lodge  at  Orion.  Mr. 
I\IcGo\-ern  is  an  intelligent  man,  pre-em- 
inently public  spirited  and  progressive,  and 
has  done  much  to  advance  the  interests  of 
Orion  and  promote  the  public  welfare  along 
A'arious  lines.  He  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  this  section  of  the  county, 
and  is  numbered  among  its  most  valued  and 
useful  citizens. 


HOXS  SHULT 


Not  on  the  plane  of  aftluence  did  Hons 
Shult  start  out  on  life's  journey,  but  in  tlie 
valley  of  limited  circumstances  with  the 
rough  and  rugged  path  of  hard  undertaking 
before  him.  He  has  met  with  many  dit^cult- 
ies  and  obstacles  but  has  steadily  overcome 
these,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous citizens  of  his  community.     For  over  a 
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third  of  a  century  he  has  actively  engaged 
in  farming  in  Lynn  township,  but  now  in  the 
evening  of  Hfe  is  enjoying  a  well-earned 
rest  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Orion. 

Born  in  Skepersta  Soken,  Genspeng, 
Sweden,  October  i6,  1834,  Mr.  Shult  was 
nineteen  years  of  age  when,  in  1854,  he  took 
passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Guttenberg, 
and  after  what  was  then  considered  a  speedy 
voyage  of  five  weeks,  landed  in  New  York 
on  the  26th  of  July.  He  proceeded  at  once 
to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  soon  after  his 
arrival  at  Hickory  Grove,  Lynn  township, 
obtained  employment  at  grading  on  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad,  work- 
ing that  summer  and  fall  as  far  south  as 
Quincy.  He  then  returned  to  Henry  county 
ar^d  spent  the  three  following  winters  in 
chopping  cord  wood  on  the  island.  Being 
ill  with  fever  and  ague  he  was  unable  to 
work  during  the  summer  months  for  three 
years.  After  his  recovery  Air.  Shult  rented 
land  which  he  operated  for  three  years,  and 
then  purchased  a  tract  of  seventy  acres  which 
he  still  owns,  it  being  at  that  time  wild  and 
•covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  underbrush, 
which  he  at  length  grubbed  up.  In  his  farm 
ing  operations  he  met  with  most  excellent 
success,  and  was  able  to  add  to  his  landed 
possessions  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
has  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
very  valuable  and  productive  land.  The  last 
three  hundred  acres  which  he  purchased  was 
an  improved  farm.  Upon  his  land  are  three 
sets  of  good  farm  buildings,  and  everything 
about  the  place  betokens  the  care  and  super- 
vision of  a  painstaking  owner.  Having  ac- 
quired a  handsome  competence  he  removed 
to  Orion,  where  he  built  a  fine  home  in  1894, 
and  has  since  lived  a  retired  life. 

In  1862,  in  Henry  county,  Mr.  Shult 
married    Miss   Marv     Tohnson,     a   Swedish 


U.dy  and  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Johnson 
who  emigrated  with  his  family  to  the  new 
world  and  settled  in  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
in  1 86 1.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shult  are  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  who  are  still  living, 
namely :  Albert,  who  is  married  and  oper- 
ates a  part  of  the  home  farm;  Frank  Ed- 
ward, a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  who  is  married  and  is  now  located 
ai  \\'oodhull,  this  county;  Josephine,  wife  of 
August  N.  Johnson,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  upon  the  Shult  land ;  Oscar,  who  is 
also  married  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead; 
Ernest,  who  assists  his  brothers  in  the  cult- 
ivation of  their  father's  farm;  and  Lydia, 
at  home.  Two  of  the  children  met  death 
very  suddenly  November  13,  1888,  while 
crossing  the  railroad  track  on  the  farm. 
Both  children  and  horses  were  killed,  though 
Oscar,  the  oldest,  who  was  driving,  was  not 
seriously  injured,  These  were  William,  aged 
ten,  and  Ida,  aged  twelve  years.  Their  death 
was  a  severe  blow  to  the  parents  and  many 
friends  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Shult's  political  support  has  ever  been 
given  the  Republican  party  since  he  cast  his 
first  presidential  ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  i860,  but  he  has  never  taken  a  very  active 
l)art  in  politics  aside  from  voting.  As  a 
progressive  and  enterprising  citizen  he  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  educational 
affairs,  and  with  two  others  started  the 
school  in  his  neighborhood,  of  which  he  was 
a  director  for  many  years.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  of  Orion  and  are  people  of 
the  highest  respectability.  Meeting  with 
many  discouragements  during  the  first  years 
sjient  in  this  country,  Mr.  Shult  once  decid- 
ed to  return  to  his  native  laiiid,  but  being 
taken  with  ague  about  that  time  was  unable 
to  travel  and  so  remained  in  America.    Soon 
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prosperity  shone  upon  liis  efforts,  and  he  is 
to-day  one  of  tlie  most  sulistantial  men  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives. 


AXDRE\\'  PETERSON. 

From  Sweden  came  many  nf  Henry 
county's  most  industrious  and  useful  citi- 
zens— men  wIk)  have  Ijorne  a  \-er}-  active 
and  prominent  part  in  the  development  and 
upbuilding  of  the  count}-,  and  helped  to 
make  it  one  of  the  liest  agricultural 
districts  of  the  Prairie  state.  In  Andrew 
Peterson  we  find  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  this  class.  For  a  period  of  about 
forty-four  years  he  was  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock  raising  here,  but  has 
now  laid  aside  all  business  cares  and  is  liv- 
ing a  retired  life  on  his  farm  on  section  33. 
Western  township. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  born  in  A'ordnas, 
Sockeen.  Sweden,  December  20.  1827.  and 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  the  land  of  his 
birth.  His  father,  Lsrael  Peterson,  was  a 
land  owner  in  Sweden,  and  died  when  An- 
drew was  but  eight  years  old.  In  1850  he 
crossed  the  briny  deep.  l)eing  about  eight 
weeks  upon  the  voyage,  antl  on  landing  in 
this  country  proceeded  at  once  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  arriving  in  Andover  Au- 
gust 7,  during  the  cholera  epidemic  here. 
For  three  months  he  worked  in  the  timber 
of  Knox  countw  and  then  went  to  Rock 
Island  count}',  where  he  was  employed  as 
a  farm  hand  by  the  month  for  about  a  year, 
getting  from  five  to  eight  dollars  ])er  month. 
Subsecpiently  he  worked  in  the  sho])s  at 
Moline,  accejiting  any  situation  b\-  which 
he  could  make  an  honest  living,  b'or  a  time 
he  worked  in  a  sawmill  at  that  place,  and 


was  engaged  in  cutting  wood  for  two  years. 
Returning  to  Henry  county,  'Mv.  Peter- 
son was  married  August  28,  1857,  to  ^liss 
Lena  Anderson,  a  sister  of  Swan  P.  Streed, 
also  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  in  1848.  They  began  house- 
keeping in  Lynn  township  in  a  small  frame 
house  which  he  erected  upon  his  land,  hav- 
ing pre\-iously  purchased  twenty-six  acres. 
The  first  three  years  spent  here  he  suffered 
much  with  fe\er  and  ague — a  disease  cpiite 
j)re\'alent  in  jjioneer  districts — lint  when  his 
health  imijro\'ed  was  able  to  de\'ote  more 
time  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  and  in 
his  farming  operations  met  with  well  de- 
ser\-ed  success.  His  home  farm  now  com- 
prises two  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of 
well  improved  land,  and  he  also  has  an  ad- 
joining tract  of  sixty  acres  in  ^Vestern 
township.  This  propert}-  has  all  been  ac- 
.|uired  through  his  own  industry,  persever- 
ance and  capable  management,  for  on  land- 
irg  in  the  new  world  he  was  without  a  dollar, 
and  has  been  dependent  entirely  upon  his 
own  resources  for  his  success  in  life. 

Mr.  Peterson  has  been  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who 
died  ]\Iarch  i.  1883,  leaving  four  children, 
namely:  ]\Iary  is  the  wife  of  William 
Gabrielson,  of  Rock  Island  county,  and  they 
have  four  children,  Carl  Elmer,  Hattie 
Amelia,  Frank  Arthur  and  Arnold  William. 
Josephine  is  the  wife  of  Cliarles  J.  Chinell, 
a  farmer  of  Western  township,  Henry  coun- 
ty, and  they  have  one  child,  Violet  Irene. 
Edmond  is  also  an  agriculturi.st  of  Western 
township.  Henry,  a  farmer  of  Lyon  town- 
ship, is  married  and  has  one  son,  Clarence 
Henry. 

Politically  Mr.  Peterson  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  on  national  issues,  and 
he  has  filled  the  oftice  of  highway  commi.s- 
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sioner  in  Lynn  township  for  about  ten 
years ;  and  school  director  for  about  twenty- 
five  years.  Using  his  influence,  he  succeed- 
ed in  getting  a  school  house  built  on  his 
own  farm,  and  gave  the  lot  for  the  same. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Orion,  and  his  upright,  honorable  life  has 
gained  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
throughout  Rock  Island  and  Henry  coun- 
ties. 


CARL  J.  LARSON. 

This  well-known  ])ainter  and  i)aper 
hanger  of  Cambridge,  Illinois,  was  born  in 
southern  Sweden,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
1854,  a  son  of  Lars  and  Chaste  Larson, 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country. 
where  the  father  followed  farming.  A  man 
of  good  principles  and  business  tact,  he  was 
v.'idely  and  favorably  known,  and  was  called 
upon  to  fin  several  official  positions  in  his 
town.  He  was  born  April  8,  1800,  and  died 
in  1876,  while  his  wife  departed  this  life 
in  1898,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  In  their  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  remained  in  the  old 
country,  namely :  Lars.  Johannes,  Carolina 
and  Sven.  Those  who  came  to  America 
were  Peter,  a  resident  of  Cambridge,  Illi- 
nois; Hannah,  wife  of  Peter  Neilson,  of 
Creston,  Iowa;  Sana,  a  resident  of  British 
Columbia;  and  C.  J.,  who  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family. 

C.  J.  Larson  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  land.  It  was  in  1880  that  he 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  and  came  to  Cam- 
bridge, Illinois,  where  he  was  met  by  his 
brother,  Peter.     For  two  years  he  worked 


as  a  common  lalwrer,  accepting  any  employ- 
ment which  he  could  find.  He  had  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  in  Sweden,  but  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  obtain  work  along  that 
l:ne  at  Cambridge  when  he  located  here. 
In  partnership  with  a  gentleman  from  his 
native  town  he  embarked  in  his  present  busi- 
ness in  1884,  an,d  has  built  up  an  excellent 
trade,  having  for  the  past  eight  years  done 
all  the  painting  for  the  leading  citizens  of 
Cambridge  and  vicinity.  About  1891  he 
bought  out  his  partner's  interest  and  now  has- 
the  leading  business  in  his  line  in  this  part 
of  the  county. 

On  the  24th  of  Alarcli,  1886,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Larson  and 
Miss  Matilda  C.  Hulting,  a  daughter  of  Per 
and  Johanna  Hulting,  of  central  Sweden. 
She  was  born  in  that  country  and  came  to 
America  November  2,  1874,  two  of  her 
brothers  having  already  located  here.  They 
v.ere  joined  by  her  parents  in  1877,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased,  the  father  having 
died  in  1892,  aged  seventy-two  3-ears;  the 
mother  in  1890,  aged  sixty-one.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  By  a 
former  marriage  the  father  had  one  son, 
Andrew.  Of  the  six  children  born  of  the 
second  union  Lottie  died  young;  Lottie,  the 
second  of  that  name,  died  at  the  age  of 
twentv-four  vears;  and  Anna  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two.  Those  living  are  J.  P., 
a  resident  of  Geneseo,  Illinois;  Matilda  C, 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  Alfred  S.,  who  has 
resided  with  Mr.  Larson  since  his  mother's 
death. 

]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Larson  are  active  and  in- 
fluential members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for  ten 
vears,  and  are  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  them.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
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Republican  party.  One  of  tlie  most  reliable 
and  straightforward  business  men  of  Cam- 
bridge, he  has  demonstrated  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  word  success  as  the  full  accom- 
plishment of  an  honorable  purpose.  Energy, 
close  application,  perseverance  and  good 
management — these  are  the  elements  that 
have  entered  into  his  business  career  and 
crowned  his  efforts  with  prosperity. 


JARED  HEMINGWAY  S.MITH. 

Almost  a  half  century  has  i)assed  since 
this  gentleman  arrived  in  Henry  county,  and 
he  is  justly  numbered  among  her  honored 
pioneers  and  leading  citizens.  As  an  agricult" 
urist  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
her  business  interests,  and  makes  his  home 
on  section 22,  Osco  township.  His  is  an  hon- 
orable record  of  a  conscientious  man,  who 
b\'  his  upright  life  has  won  the  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  C(jme  in  contact. 

]Mr.  Smith  was  burn  in  Harwinton, 
Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  X<>\-ember  18, 
1827,  and  belongs  to  an  old  colonial  family. 
Tracing  his  ancestry  back  four  generations 
he  is  descended  from  one  of  three  brothers, 
who  came  from  England  to  America  and 
settled  in  the  Nutmeg  state.  His  father, 
Anson  Smith,  was  also  a  native  i)f  Har- 
winton, and  received  a  very  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  early  schools  of  lliat  place.  After 
his  marriage  he  located  on  a  farm  there, 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  his  chosen  oc- 
cupation of  farming  until  bis  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  about  seventv  years 
of  age.  He  was  twice  married  and  by 
his  first  union  bad  fnnr  children:  Anson, 
Caroline,  Amasa  and  I'.stlier,  all  of  whom 
died    in    Ohio,     where    thev     enugrated     to 


make  homes  for  themselves.  For  his 
second  wife  the  father  married  Abigail 
Holt,  a  native  of  East  Haven,  Connecti- 
cut, and  to  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Rodney  D.,  who  was  born 
in  1824  and  dieid  in  1864;  Roxy  A.,  who 
died  youTi'g;""Jared  H.,  our  subject;  and 
Minerva!' A.', '\vh6  married  Mr.  Holt  and  died 
in  1896,  leaviiig  two  sons.  The  parents 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  state. 
Jared  H.  Smith,  the  only  representative 
of  the  family  now  living,  received  Init  a  com- 
mon school  education  in  Connecticut,  and  his 
early  life  was  passed  in  work  upon  the  home 
farm  and  in  the  shops  of  that  locality.  On 
leaving  the  parental  roof  in  1853,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years,  he  came  to  the  prairies 
of  Ulinois  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Osco  township. 
Henry  county,  at  which  time  there  were  only 
three  houses  between  his  place  and  Geneseo, 
and  about  the  same  number  between  there 
and  Cambridge,  while  not  a  tree  was  in 
sight.  He  has  watched  with  interest  the 
wonderful  development  of  the  couiUry,  and 
has  materially  assisted  in  its  improvement. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  hauled  all  his  pro- 
duce to  Geneseo  and  his  wheat  to  Rock  Isl- 
and, these  being  the  nearest  markets.  As 
time  passed  acre  after  acre  of  his  farm  was 
placed  under  the  plow  until  all  was  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  as  he  succeed- 
ed in  his  farming  operations  he  added  to  his 
landed  possessions  until  he  owned  about  fif- 
teen hundred  acres.  He  has  always  retained 
the  old  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  where  he  first  settled,  and  besides  it 
has  three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land 
elsewhere  in  the  county.  Nearly  all  of  this 
lias  been  improved  by  himself  or  under  his 
supervision.  In  connection  with  general 
farmiu"-  be  has  alwavs  ft)llowed  stock  rais- 
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ing-.  and  annually  feeds  from  fift}-  to  two 
hundred  head  of  cattle  for  the  market.  He 
was  one  of  the  original,  stockholders  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Cambridge  and  one 
of  its  directors  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
is  also  interested  in  other  business  interests. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1854,  Mr.  Smith 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane 
Amelia  Welton,  who  was  born  July  12, 
1827,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Noah  and 
Ellen  (Coles)  Welton,  life-long  residents 
of  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut.  All  of  her 
family  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception 
of  one  sister,  Mrs.  Alvira  Potter,  of  Strat- 
ford, Connecticut,  who  is  now  over  eighty 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  in 
that  state  and  brought  his  bride  to  the  home 
he  had  prepared  for  her  in  this  county,  where 
they  began  their  domestic  life.  Three  chil- 
dren came  to  brighten  their  home,  namely: 
Amelia  M.,  born  March  15,  1857,  is  now  the 
wife  of  AI.  M.  Nash,  of  Osco  township;  An- 
son W.,  born  August  23,  1858,  died  Febru- 
ary 24,  1863;  and  Myra  Jane,  born  :\Iarch 
30,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  W.  F.  West,  who  is 
manager  for  the  grain  firm  of  Fleming  & 
Smith  at  Osco.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
of  diphtheria  at  the  home  place  February  17, 
1863. 

Mr.  Smith  was  again  married,  August 
18,  1864,  his  second  union  being  with  Aliss 
Mary  E.  Knowles,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, February  5,  1840,  and  came  to  this 
state  with  her  parents.  Her  father  died  in 
Henry  county,  and  though  her  mother's 
death  occurred  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  1899,  her  remains  were  brought  back 
and  interred  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in 
the  Andover  cemetery.  None  of  their  chil- 
dren now  live  in  Illinois.  ]Mr.  and  Jilrs. 
Smith  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  as 
follows:  Henry  A.,  born  February  18,  1866, 


was  married  January  6,  1892,  to  Adelia  At- 
wood,  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  telephone 
company  at  Cambridge,  though  he  makes 
his  home  in  Osco  where  he  owns  a  farm. 
Anna,  born  July  9,  1867,  is  at  home  with  her 
father.  Jared  Heber,  born  March  9.  1870, 
owns  and  operates  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Osco  township,  purchased 
from  his  father.  He  was  married,  June  17, 
1896,  to  Milinie  M.  Hadley,  and  they  have 
three  sons,  Jared  H.,  Julian  and  Thorwold. 
George  Rodney,  a  twin  brother  of  Jared 
Heber,  also  lives  on  a  farm  in  Osco  town- 
ship. He  was  married,  December  30,  1894, 
to  Clara  May  Marsch,  and  they  have  two 
children.    Charles  Edward,  born  August  17, 

1876,  and  Mary  Ethel,  born  September  29, 

1877,  are  both  at  home.  The  children  have 
all  received  a  common-school  education  and 
three  sons  have  attended  commercial  college 
in  Davenport  and  Chicago.  All  live  near 
the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  Smith  died  April 
27,  1895. 

]Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Osco,  who  was  one  of  the  promo- 
ters of  and  organizers  of  the  parish,  and  con- 
tributed liberally  towards  the  building  of  the 
tiiurch.  Since  its  organization  he  has  been 
olihcially  connected  with  the  sanu--,  having 
served  as  senior  warden  for  about  eighteen 
years.  He  has  looked  after  all  the  improve- 
ments of  the  church,  and  has  ever  been  one 
of  its  most  active  workers.  On  national 
issues  he  always  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
but  at  local  elections  supports  the  men  whom 
he  considers  best  qualified  to  fill  the  offices, 
regardless  of  party  lines.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  served  as  township  school  treasurer, 
and  for  three  years  was  supervisor  of  Osco 
township,  during  which  time  many  substan- 
tial improvements  were  made  in  the  county. 
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During  the  long  years  of  his  residence  in  the 
county,  he  has  championed  every  movement 
designed  to  promote  tlie  general  welfare, 
has  supported  every  enterprise  for  the  public 
^'ood,  and  has  materially  aided  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  all  social,  educational  and 
moral  interests.  In  manner  he  is  quiet  and 
unassuming,  3'et  he  makes  many  friends  and 
is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  wln) 
know  him. 


WILLIAAI  D.  JOXES. 

William  D.  Jones,  a  practical  and  en- 
terprising agriculturist  residing  on  section 
34,  Colona  township,  owns  and  operates  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land,  con- 
stituting one  of  the  valuable  and  highly  im- 
proved farms  of  the  locality.  His  posses- 
sions have  been  accjuired  through  his  own 
■efforts,  and  as  the  result  of  his  consecutive 
endeavor  he  has  won  a  jilace  among  the  \vell- 
to-do  citizens  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Ontario  county, 
Canada,  September  22.  1844,  and  was  there 
reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm.  He  is  a 
self-educated  as  welJ  as  a  self-made  man. 
and  deserves  great  credit  for  the  success 
tliat  he  has  achieved  in  life.  As  a  young- 
man  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  in 
October,  1866,  took  up  his  residence  in 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  at 
first  engaged  in  teaming  and  later  in  coal 
mining.  For  aljout  three  years  he  worked 
by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand,  and  subse- 
quently followed  farming  during  the  sum- 
iDer  months,  and  mining  through  the  winter 
season.  He  also  devoted  a  part  of  his  time 
to  work  at  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade, 
being  a  natural  mechanic  and  handy  in  the 


use  of  tools  of  all  kinds.  In  1877  Mr.  Jones 
made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  consisting 
of  an  eighty-acre  tract  where  he  now  re- 
sides. When  it  came  into  his  possession  it 
V,  as  covered  with  brush  and  timber,  which 
he  at  once  began  to  clear  away,  while  he 
erected  a  small  frame  house,  fenced  the  land 
and  made  other  permanent  improvements. 
He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  acres,  a  portion  of  which  is  timber 
land,  but  seventy  acres  of  the  amount  is 
under  cultivation,  and  improved  with  good 
buildings. 

On  the  8th  of  3>Iay,  1869,  in  Henry 
county,  Mr.  Jones  married  Miss  Anna  M. 
.Vnderson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  but  was 
only  three  3'ears  old  when  brought  to  this 
country  by  her  father,  Andrew  Anderson, 
who  in  1852  located  in  Mercer  county,  Illi- 
nois. A  few  years  later  he  removed  to 
^klinnesota,  but  in  1864  returned  to  Illinois, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Western  town- 
ship, Henry  county.  ]Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Jones 
;u'e  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely : 
Anna  ^Martha,  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Mc- 
(iraw,  a  farmer  of  Colona  township;  j\Iabel, 
wife  of  Josephus  Evans,  of  Rock  Island 
cr.unty,  Illinois;  Carrie  C,  wife  of  Clarence 
A.  Garland,  of  Colona  township,  Henry 
county;  William  Manville,  who  assists  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm ;  Clarence 
Everett,  Lucinda  Mary  and  Wesley  Davis, 
all  at  home,  and  the  last  named  still  in 
school. 

Politically  Mr.  Jones  is  a  true  blue  Re- 
publican and  has  supported  that  party  since 
casting  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Gen- 
eral U.  S.  Grant,  in  1872.  He  has  served 
his  fellow  citizens  in  a  most  creditable  and 
acceptable  manner  as  highway  commissioner 
for  three  years ;  school  director  for  fourteen 
years,  and  president  of  the  district ;  and  jus- 
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tice  of  the  peace  for  seven  years.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  all  who  know  them. 


MATILDA  EATOX,  M.  D. 

Among  the  successful  representatives  of 
the  medical  profession  in  Cambridge,  Illi- 
nois, is  Dr.  Matilda  Eaton,  a  native  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  and  Phebe  (Munson)  Eaton.  On 
the  paternal  side  she  is  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent, her  ancestors  being  among  the  refu- 
gees who  left  Scotland  in  1619  to  escape 
from  religious  persecution  and  settled  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  where  they  endured  a  per- 
secution scarcely  less  irksome  than  that  from 
which  they  had  fled.  For  a  century  they 
made  their  home  in  that  country,  and  in  1719 
their  exodus  from  Ireland  to  America  be- 
gan, since  which  time  the  emigration  of  the 
Scotch-Irish  to  America  has  been  continu- 
ous. Sandy  Eaton,  from  whom  the  Doctor 
is  descended,  was  born  in  Scotland;  was  a 
farmer  by  inheritance  and  a  weaver  by 
trade.  His  son  Hugh  wedded  Mary  Ram- 
sey, of  Scotch  descent,  and  to  them  were 
born  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of 
this  family,  James  Eaton,  the  Doctor's 
grandfather,  married  ]\Iary  Moore,  by  whom 
he  had  seven  children,  namely:  Eliza,  de- 
ceased; Hugh,  the  Doctor's  father;  Mrs. 
Matilda  Gingle ;  Mrs.  Margaret  Hall ;  Alex- 
ander; John;  and  Mrs.  Jemima  Adrian. 

Hugh  Eaton  was  born  in  county  Antrim, 
Ireland,  May  4,  1826,  and  completed  his 
education  at  Dublin,  where  he  studied  for 
four  years.  In  July,  1846,  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica,  and  after  spending  one  year  in   New 


York,  located  in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  made  his  home  for  eight- 
een years,  being  principally  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, though  he  followed  school  teaching  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  for  five  years.  Com- 
ing west  he  located  in  Bureau  county,  Illi- 
nois, April  15,  1865,  but  a  year  later  took 
up  his  residence  in  Burns  township,  this 
county,  where  he  lived  until  1885,  and  then 
moved  to  Cambridge  to  spend  his  remaining 
days  in  ease  and  quiet.  Here  he  died  May 
16,  1893.  He  efficiently  served  as  school 
director  for  many  years,  but  would  accept 
no  other  office.  Religiously  he  was  an 
earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longed. In  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania, 
he  \\as  married,  in  January,  1850,  to  Miss 
Phebe  Munson,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph 
Rogers;  Susan,  wife  of  Joseph  Brown; 
Stephen  W.,  a  resident  of  California;  James 
W. ;  Robert  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years;  George  Munson;  Ma- 
tilda; Margaret,  wife  of  Briton  Hadley; 
Annie,  wife  of  Lester  H.  Hadley,  of  Chi- 
cago; Clara,  who  died  in  infancy;  Caroline; 
William  E.  C. ;  Oscar ;  and  Frank,  who  died 
in  infancy.  The  mother,  who  was  always 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
(lied  December  3,  1898,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years. 

On  the  maternal  side  Dr.  Eaton  is  of 
English  extraction  and  traces  her  ancestry 
Ijack  to  Thomas  Munson,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  England  about  1637.  Her 
great-grandfather,  Walter  Munson,  was  only 
seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  Wyoming 
massacre  and  was  too  young  to  enter  the 
service  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  but 
liad  three  older  brothers,  \\'ilmot,  Stephen 
and  Daniel,  who  fought  for  American  in- 
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dependence.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  Daniel  en- 
tered the  service,  becoming  one  of  General 
Green's  life  guard,  and  was  serving  in  that 
capacity  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of 
Lord  Cornwallis.  He  was  discharged  ^lay 
24,  1778,  and  died  soon  afterward.  Stephen 
and  W'ilmot  were  with  General  Washing- 
ton's army  in  the  battles  of  Brandywine  and 
Germantown,  and  during  the  terrible  winter 
at  Valley  Forge,  when  the  soldiers  were  so 
poorly  clad.  Wilmot  never  received  a  cent 
of  pay,  neither  a  pension  nor  a  bounty.  Dr. 
Eaton's  maternal  grandparents  were  Walter 
and  Susan  (Bodle)  Alunson,  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  made  their 
home  throughout  life,  the  grandfather  Iie- 
ing  engaged  in  farming.  He  always  kept 
well-posted  on  the  questions  and  issues  of 
the  day  and  was  a  supporter  of  the  \\'hig 
party.  His  children  were  Phebe,  the  mother 
of  Dr.  Eaton;  Emily  E.,  wife  of  Robert 
Jones,  of  Bureau  county,  Illinois;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Nelson  Jones,  of  the  same  county; 
Deborah,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Coleman,  of 
Bradford,  Illinois;  William  B.,  a  resident 
of  Creston,  Iowa;  Airs.  Alargaret  Ware,  a 
widow  of  Sidney,  Nebraska;  Mary  J.,  wife 
of  E.  O.  Levering,  of  Buda,  Illinois;  Han- 
nah and  Giles  W.,  both  deceased ;  and 
Loretta,  wife  of  Frank  Stevens,  of  Creston, 
Iowa. 

Dr.  Eaton  began  her  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  later  attended  the  high 
school  of  Kewanee,  after  which  she  success- 
fully took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
was  graduated  at  Bennett  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  in  1896.  After  practicing  in  that 
city  for  six  months,  she  came  to  Cambridge 
and  opened  an  ofifice.  She  makes  a  specialty 
of  the  diseases  of  women  and  children,  and 
is  meeting  with  most  excellent  success  in  her 
chosen  profession.     She  was  the  first  lady 


physician  in  Cambridge  and  her  skill  and 
ability  have  won  for  her  a  liberal  patronage. 
Pleasant  and  agreeable  in  manner,  she  makes 
many  friends,  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
\\ho  know  her,  and  stands  deservedly  high 
in  professional  circles.  Religiously  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church. 


JOHN  A.  LARSON. 

No  foreign  element  has  become  a  more 
important  part  in  our  American  citizenship 
than  that  furnished  by  Sweden.  The  enu- 
grants  from  that  land  have  brought  with 
them  to  the  new  world  the  stability,  enter- 
prise and  perseverance  characteristic  of  their 
people  and  have  fused  these  qualities  with 
the  progressiveness  and  indomitable  spirit 
of  the  west.  Mr.  Larson,  who  is  now  livingg 
a  retired  life  in  Osco,  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  this  class.  He  came  to  America  in 
limited  circumstances,  hoping  to  benefit  his 
financial  condition,  and  his  dreams  of  the 
future  have  been  more  than  realized. 

Mr.  Larson  was  born  in  Uppby  hamlet, 
Recta,  Lyndkopenlane,  Sweden,  August 
17,  1826,  a  son  of  Lars  and  Engred  (Peter- 
sen) Johnson.  His  father  died  in  that 
country  and  later  his  mother  came  to  the 
new  world,  where  her  death  occurred.  He 
followed  farming  throughout  life.  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  them  two  sons  died 
in  infancy  and  two  in  early  childhood,  while 
four  reached  years  of  maturity,  namely: 
Nels  P.,  who  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Sweden ;  John  A.,  our  subject ;  Jonas 
W.,  a  farmer  of  Andover  township;  and 
Andrew  Gust,  who  lives  near  the  village  of 
Osco,  in  Osco  township. 

The  early  education  of  ^h.  Larson  was 
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sucli  as  the  boys  of  his  native  land  usually 
oI)tained  at  that  day.  He  studied  his  lessons 
at  his  mother's  spinning  wheel,  and  then 
joining  a  class  recited  them  to  the  minister 
of  the  parish.  As  far  as  known  he  was  the 
first  person  in  his  parish  to  emigrate  to 
America.  When  twelve  years  of  age  he 
found  at  the  home  of  a  ci)mi)anion  a  geog- 
raphy in  which  he  gjiined  some  knowledge- 
of  this  country  and  the  animals  that  inhah- 
iled  it,  and  resolved  to  make  this  his  future 
home.  He  saved  his  money  with  the  \iew 
of  carrying  out  this  determination,  and  at 
length,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  had  enough 
money  to  pay  his  passage.  For  five  years 
he  had  w'orked,  receiving  on  an  average  of 
fifty  cents  per  month  in  American  coin.  His 
father  owned  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
helped  to  improve  and  which  was  worth 
about  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  Swedish 
money,  and  his  interest  in  this  was  about 
one-sixth,  which  he  finally  sold  to  his  oldcr 
brother,  wdiose  employer,  by  advancing  his 
wages,  enabled  him  to  pay.  From  this  he  re- 
ceived about  forty  dollars  in  American  mon- 
ey, and  to  it  added  the  money  he  had  man- 
aged to  save  from  his  wages.  In  184S  he 
took  passage  on  a  schooner  at  (nittenberg, 
aiid  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks  landed  at 
Boston,  whence  he  came  direct  to  Andover, 
Illinois.  The  first  railroad  he  ever  saw-  was 
the  one  between  Boston  and  Albany,  over 
which  he  rode  to  the  latter  city,  and  from 
there  proceeded  by  the  Erie  canal  to  Buft'alo ; 
by  the  Great  Lakes  to  Chicago ;  by  canal  to 
Peru,  Illinois  (but  walking  most  of  the  way 
on  account  of  banks  leaking),  and  by  team 
to  Andover.  In  the  party  was  Gust  Johnson 
and  others  to  the  number  of  twenty. 

]Mr.  Larson  obtained  a  situation  with 
Rev.  Pillsbury,  to  whose  care,  while  ill  with 
typhoid  fever,  he  owes  his  life.     He  worked 


as  a  farm  hand  until  the  fall  of  1848,  when 
w  ith  others  he  went  to  Galesburg  to  find  em- 
p'lovment.  and  worketl  as  a  tender  to  masons 
v.'Ikj  were  erecting  an  academy  at  that  place. 
Sul)se(juently  he  was  employed  in  the  wagon 
shop  of  Fuller  &  Bergen  until  the  spring  of 
1851,  during  which  time  he  parti)'  learned 
the  business.  In  company  with  two  others 
he  then  started  for  California  across  the 
plains  and  endured  many  hardships  and  pri- 
vations incident  to  such  a  journey,  including 
troubles  with  the  Indians.  At  Fort  Kear- 
ney, Nebraska,  a  company  of  about  fifty 
wagons  was  formed,  with  about  three  men  to- 
each  wagon.  Mr.  Tucker,  an  old  Indian 
trader  from  Indiana,  was  elected  captain  of 
ihe  train,  and  had  it  not  been  for  his  leader- 
ship possibly  all  would  have  perished.  He 
carefully  instructed  them  in  regard  to  the 
preservation  of  life,  and  years  afterward  Mr. 
Larson  gratefully  remembered  a  part  of  his 
teaching.  On  the  10th  of  Februar)",  1S98, 
he  was  thrown  from  a  bridge  across  Edwards 
river  into  that  stream,  wdiich  was  then  at 
highwater  mark  and  full  of  floating  ice.  His 
horse  and  carriage  went  down  with  him. 
He  w^as  partially  stunned  by  the  fall,  and  on 
regaining  consciousness  he  remembered  Cap- 
tain Tucker  telling  his  men  that  when  thrown 
into  water  or  swimming  in  swift  running 
water  towing  a  line  never  to  guide  a  horse 
but  give  him  rein  and  keep  cool,  with  mouth 
closed,  breathing  through  the  nose.  This  he 
did  and  managed  to  reach  the  bank  in  safety,, 
but  he  has  never  fully  recovered,  as  his  back 
was  severel}^  injured  in  the  fall.  Edwards 
river  has  since  been  dredged  and  converted 
into  what  is  now  known  as  the  Henry  coun- 
ty ditch,  Mr.  Larson  being  one  of  the  orig- 
inators of  the  enterprise.  On  arriving  in 
California  he  engaged  in  prospecting  and 
mining  for  little  o\'er  a  year,  but  like  many 
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others  he  did  not  meet  with  very  gratifying" 
success,  and  accordingly  returned  to  IlHnois 
Ijv  way  of  San  Francisco,  the  isthmus  of 
Panama,  Cuba,  Jamaica  and  New  York.  He 
resumed  work  at  the  bench  in  the  shop  of  his 
former  employers,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S53 
moved  to  Rev.  Pillsbury's  old  residence  in 
Andover,  this  county,  it  being  his  first 
home  in  this  country. 

That  j-ear  ^Ir.  Larsim  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  ]\Iartha  Pledstrom,  who  was 
born  in  Sweden  in  1830,  and  came  to  this 
country  as  one  of  Bishop  Hill's  colony.  She 
died  in  September,  1878.  To  them  were 
born  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of 
whom  reached  man  and  womanhood,  but 
two  sons  are  now  deceased.  John  O.,  the 
eldest,  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
brooms  in  California,  where  he  has  made 
his  home  since  1878.  Emily  Caroline,  a 
resident  of  St.  Louis,  is  the  widow  of  Leoni- 
das  2klcFarland,  a  son  of  one  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  Andover  township,  this  county.  He 
died  in  Iowa  leaving  one  son,  Roy  A.,  who 
v/as  on  the  battleship  Boston  when  Dewey 
captured  Manila.  On  his  way  home  he  was 
taken  ill  at  Port  Said  and  has  since  been  in 
poor  health,  although  he  is  now  in  business 
v;ith  an  uncle  at  Eldora,  Iowa.  He  brought 
home  many  Spanish  and  other  relics  from 
the  places  he  visited,  and  feels  justl}-  proud 
of  the  Dewey  medal  which  he  wears.  He 
also  has  a  shell  which  came  nearly  ending 
liis  life,  it  striking  four  inches  above  his 
head.  Ida  M.,  the  second  daughter  of  our 
subject,  is  the  wife  of  John  I.  Wheelan,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  advertising  business  in  St. 
Louis.  Cordelia  is  the  wife  of  Robert  I'1c- 
herty,  of  New  York.  Mary  J.  and  01i\c  arc 
Ijuth  at  home  with  their  father. 

In  1852  Mr.  Larson  purchased  a  tract  of 
woodland  from  ^Ir.  Pillsbury,  and  conx'ert- 


ed  the  timber  into  lumber,  from  which  he 
manufactured  wagons.  He  also  bought  a 
farm  near  Andover,  and  for  many  years  was 
actively  engaged  in  farming  and  wagon- 
making,  but  since  1890  has  lived  a  retired 
life.  In  his  business  undertakings  he  met 
with  excellent  success  and  added  to  his  land- 
ed possessions  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
owns  nearly  six  hundred  acres  of  improved 
property  which  he  rents.  For  some  years 
he  also  followed  auctioneering  very  success- 
fullv,  his  territory  extending  from  Rock 
nver  into  Knox  and  Mercer  counties.  In 
May,  1900,  he  moved  to  the  village  of  Osco, 
V,  here  he  built  a  good  comfortable  dwelling- 
house  and  v.'here  he  is  now  living  in  ease  and 
retirement,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
of  life. 

Mr.  Larson  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church,  and  is  one  of  its  most  lib- 
eral stipporters.  He  has  always  been  liberal 
in  religious  matters  and  has  helped  toward 
building  many  different  churches.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  strong  Prohibitionist,  and  has 
served  his  fellow  citizens  faithfully  and  well 
as  commissioner  of  highways  thirty  years, 
justice  of  the  peace  twenty-eight  years,  and 
in  school  offices  many  years.  Public- 
spirited  and  progressive  to  an  eminent  de- 
gree, his  support  is  always  given  e\-ery 
v.'orthy  enterprise  for  the  public  good.  At 
one  time  he  saved  the  Swedish  Insurance 
Company  from  failure  by  financial  aid,  and 
through  his  influence,  and  that  of  others,  the 
company  -was  incorporated  and  placed  on  a 
strong  financial  basis.  Over  half  a  century  he 
has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  Hen- 
r}'  county,  and  he  is  to-day  numbered  among 
its  most  valued  and  useful  citizens — a  man 
honored  and  respected  wherever  known. 
There  are  only  one  or  two  .Swedes  in  the 
county  who  were  here  before  him. 
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W.  PITT  WRIGHT. 

This  well-known  retired  farmer  of 
Orion,  first  came  to  Illinois  in  April,  184S. 
and  was  for  many  years  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Rock  Island  county, 
where  he  located  in  May,  1852,  but  since 
April,  1 88 1,  has  made  his  home  in  Orion, 
Plenry  county.  Pie  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Goshen  township, 
Belmont  county,  that  state,  on  the  i6th  of 
^larch,  1827.  His  father,  Benjamin  G. 
Wright,  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  in 
1798,  and  came  to  America  with  his  father, 
Joseph  Wright,  in  1802,  or  1804,  being 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Belmont  county, 
Ohio.  Joseph  Wright  laid  out  and  founded 
the  town  of  Belmont,  and  being  a  well  ed- 
ucated man  he  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
teachers  of  that  county.  In  religious  belief 
he  was  a  Quaker.  In  Belmont  county  Ben- 
jamin G.  \\'right  grew  to  manhood  and 
married  Jane  B.  Broomhall,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, her  father  being  also  a  pioneer  set- 
tler of  that  county.  In  early  life  he  fol- 
lowed the  cabinet  maker's  trade,  but  later 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1851  he  came  to 
Illinois,  and  after  a  short  time  spent  in  Han- 
cock count)^  took  up  his  residence  in  Rural 
township,  Rock  Island  county,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there 
ill  1890,  at  the  advanced  age  of  nearly 
ninety-two  years.  His  wife  passed  away  No- 
vember II,  1869. 

Upon  his  home  farm  in  his  native  coun- 
ty W.  Pitt  Wright  passed  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  receiving  rather  lim- 
ited educational  advantages.  On  coming  to 
Illinois  in  1848,  he  first  located  in  Hancock 
cuunty,  Init,  in  partnership  with  a  cousin,  lie 
owned  and  operated  a  threshing  machine 
two  seasons,  in  Marshall  and  Bureau  coun- 


ties, Illinois,  but  working  on  the  farm  the 
remainder  of  each  year  in  Hancock  county. 
In  1852  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Coal 
\'alley,  now  Rural  township.  Rock  Island 
county,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  and 
si.xty  acres  of  land,  which  he  converted  into 
a  good  farm.  In  1873  he  purchased  a  section 
of  land  in  Adams  county,  Iowa,  of  which 
he  gave  his  daughter  a  quarter-section.  In 
1880  he  sold  a  half-section,  and  yet  retains 
a  quarter-section  of  well  improved  land. 
Renting  his  property  he  removed  to  Orion 
in  1881  and  erected  his  present  comfortable 
residence.  Although  he  came  to  this  state 
in  limited  circumstances,  he  has  steadily 
o\ercame  the  obstacles  in  his  path  to  success, 
and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  two  well-improved 
and  valuable  farms  besides  his  town  prop- 
erty, and  can  well  afford  to  lay  aside  all 
Inisiness  cares  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  former 
t.jil. 

Returning  to  his  old  home  in  Belmont 
count)',  Ohio,  Mr.  Wright  was  married,  De- 
cember 31,  1850,  to  Miss  Mary  Eliza  Gregg, 
also  a  native  of  that  county,  of  which  her 
father,  John  S.  Gregg,  was  a  pioneer.  For 
fifty  years  they  have  now  traveled  life's 
journey  together,  sharing  its  joys  and 
sorrows,  its  adversity  and  prosperity,  and  it 
i;  their  intention  to  celebrate  their  golden 
wedding  on  the  31st  of  December,  1900. 
Tliey  are  the  parents  of  four  cliildren,  name- 
ly: Clara  E.,  wife  of  James  W.  Alexander, 
a  retired  citizen  of  Lenox,  Taylor  county, 
Iowa;  Frank  G.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years;  Harry  P.,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  successfully  engaged  in  business 
in  Orion;  and  Bertha  May,  wife  of  John  H. 
Spencer,  operator  and  agent  for  the  Santa 
r-e  railroad  at  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Wright  is 
a  Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  cast  his  first 
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presidential  vote  for  Franklin  Pierce,  in 
1852.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  commis- 
sioner of  highways,  and  has  also  served  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board,  but  has  never 
sought  political  honors.  For  over  half  a  cen- 
tury he  has  witnessed  the  wonderful  growth 
and  develnpmeiit  that  ha\e  taken  place 
in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  in  this  work 
he  has  l)orne  an  acti\e  part,  ^^'hen  he  first 
locateil  here  deer,  geese,  turke}'s  and  other 
wild  game  was  ])lentiful,  Init  all  have  dis- 
appeared as  the  countr\-  has  become  more 
thickly  settled,  and  all  the  comf.:>rts  of  an 
advanced  civilization  have  Ijeen  introduced. 


S.  HEXRV  BURRO\\"S. 

S.  Henry  Burrows,  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  agriculturist  of  Henry  county, 
whose  home  is  on  section  12,  Andover  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Franklin  county,  ]\Iassa- 
chusetts,  August  26,  1862,  and  came  to  this 
county  in  1868  with  his  parents,  Barnard 
H.  and  Susan  C.  (Gould)  Burrows.  The 
Burrows  family  \\as  founded  in  America 
about  1700,  and  the  father,  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather  were  all  natives  of  Frank- 
lin county,  Massachusetts.  The  last  named 
was  a  soldier  of  both  the  Kevolutionarv  war 
and  the  war  of  181 2,  while  tlic  maternal 
great-grandfather  of  our  .subject  also  fought 
for  the  independence  of  the  colonies  in  the 
former  struggle.  His  ancestors  have  always 
been  associated   with  agricultural   pursuits. 

Barnard  H.  Burrows  was  the  eldest  of 
a  family  of  five  children,  one  of  whom  is  still 
living,  Levi  Burrows,  who  resides  in  Green- 
field, Massachusetts.  During  his  boyhood 
and  youth  he  attended  the  common  schools 
near  his  home  and  also  took  a  course  at  an 


academy  in  Amherst.  Throughout  his  active 
business  life  he  followed  fanning,  and 
owned  a  good  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  his 
native  state,  adjoining  which  is  now  locat- 
ed the  Moody  school.  December  14,  1858, 
liC  married  Miss  Susan  C.  Gould,  a  native 
of  Canaan,  Xew  Hampshire,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  children,  namely :  Alice, 
now  the  wife  of  Frederick  \\'.  Hall,  of 
Crookston,  ^Minnesota ;  Minine,  at  home ;  S. 
Henry,  of  this  review ;  and  Leon  A.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Dillon,  Montana.  All  were  born  in 
:\Lassachusetts.  In  1868  the  father  brought 
Ins  family  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Cam- 
bridge. The  following  year  he  purchased 
the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  12,  Andover  township,  which  has 
:^ince  been  the  homestead  of  the  familv,  and 
was  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock  raising  until  called  to  his  final 
rest  April  3,  1895,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  Politically  he  was  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican. party,  and  religiously  was  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  business  affairs  he  was  upright  and  re- 
liable, and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  was 
l<jund  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him. 
His  estimable  wife  still  survives  him  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four  years,  and  continues  to  re- 
sitle  on  the  old  homestead. 

S.  Henry  Burrows,  of  this  review,  grad- 
uated at  the  Cambridge  high  school  in  iSSi, 
as  did  also  his  sister  Minnie.  He  remained 
on  the  home  farm  assisting  his  father  in  its 
operation  until  1883,  when  he  went  to  North 
Dakota  and  took  up  a  homestead  in  Benson 
county,  remaining  there  about  thirteen 
years,  during  which  time  he  placed  the  land 
i-.nder  a  higli  state  of  cultivation  and  made 
many  improxemcnts  thereon  in  the  wav  of 
Innldings.  He  still  retains  the  same.  ;nid 
derives  therefrom  a  good  income.     In  the  t"a!l 
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of  1895  lie  returned  to  the  old  homesteatl 
iii  Illinois,  but  still  visits  his  Dakota  farm 
each  fall  to  see  that  everything  is  kept  in 
perfect  order.  After  the  death  of  his  father 
he  assumed  charge  of  the  home  place,  which 
ht  continues  to  successfully  operate.  l>eing 
engaged  in  general  farming.  Since  the  fa- 
ther's death  a  good  residence  has  been  erect- 
ed and  is  fitted  up  with  all  modern  conven- 
iences. As  a  Republican  Mr.  Burrows 
t:;kes  an  active  and  commendable  interest  in 
pul)lic  affairs,  and  while  a  resident  of  Da- 
kota served  two  terms  as  county  commis- 
sioner in  a  most  creditable  and  acceptable 
manner.  He  is  one  of  the  most  public- 
spirited  and  enterprising  citizens  of  his 
community,  and  gives  his  support  to  all 
worthy  objects   for  the  public  good. 


CHARLES  M.   SAMl-l-.LSOX. 

Eor  a  period  of  about  forty  years  Charles 
]M.  Samuelson  was  one  of  the  most  active 
and  successful  farmers  of  Henry  county, 
owning  and  oi)erating  a  well-improved  and 
valuable  place  of  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  pleasantly  located  two  miles  from  Or- 
ion, but  he  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  that 
village,  having  acquired  a  comfortable  com- 
petence that  enables  him  to  lay  aside  all  busi- 
ness cares. 

Like  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  Henry 
county.  Mr.  Samuelson  is  a  native  of  Swe- 
den, where  his  birth  occurred'  November 
28.  1826.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and 
Anna  (Nelson)  Johnson,  in  whose  family 
were  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  latter 
being  Mrs.  Magnuson.  of  Osco  township, 
this  county.  The  two  older  sons  remained 
in  Sweden,  but    tlie    other    members  of  the 


family  came  with  the  parents  to  the  United 
States. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  land,  and  received  the  rudiments  of  an 
education  at  his  mother's  knee,  but  is  almost 
wholly  self-educated.  In  1851  he  took  pas- 
sage on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Wurtemburg,  and 
was  about  thirteen  weeks  in  crossing  the 
ocean  to  New  York,  divring  which  time  the 
ship  encountered  a  number  of  severe  storms. 
In  October  of  that  year  he  went  to  Buffalo 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  river  and  the  Erie 
canal,  and  was  engaged  in  chopping  wood 
in  the  timber  until  the  following  spring, 
when  he  crossed  the  lakes  to  Chicago,whence 
he  proceeded  by  canal  boat  to  La  Salle,  Illi- 
nois, and  bv  team  to  Andover,  Henry  ct)unty. 
Shortly  aftenvard  he  went  to  Galesburg, 
wh.ere  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm 
for  two  years,  and  did  not  locate  perma- 
nently in  Henry  county  until  October,  1854. 
His  father  and  three  brothers  also  located 
here,  and  the  former  entered  eighty  acres  of 
lend  in  Western  township,  now  owned  by 
our  subject.  He  commenced  work  here  and 
later  succeeded  to  the  place.  Prospering  in 
his  farming  operations,  he  purchased  more 
land  from  time  to  time,  until  he  now  owns 
fcjur  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  has 
erected  thereon  a  good  residence,  three  barns, 
sheds  and  other  outbuildings,  has  planted  an 
orchard  and  made  many  other  \-aluable  im- 
provements on  the  place,  so  that  it  is  now 
one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  the  locali- 
ty. He  continued  the  cultivation  of  his  fields 
until  1895,  when  he  rented  the  farm  and 
moved  to  Orion,  where  he  owns  a  pleasant 
home. 

In  September,  1S56,  in  Henry  county, 
Mr.  Samuelson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Johanna  Swanson,  daughter  of  John 
Swanson,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Swe- 
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den,  but  came  to  Andover  in  1833.  Tliey 
have  become  the  parents  of  the  fdllnwing 
children :  Albert,  \vho  is  married  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  the  home  place ;  Peter 
and  Edward,  who  are  also  married  and  fol- 
low farming  in  ^^'estern  township;  Meter, 
at  home;  Oscar,  who  operates  a  part  of  his 
father's  land;  Hannali,  wife  of  Bert  Butler, 
a  noted  vocalist,  while  she  is  a  violinist  of 
considerable  ability,  both  having  studied  at 
the  conservatory  of  music  in  Berlin ;  JMinnie, 
wife  of  William  Westerlund,  a  business  man 
of  Chicago;  and  ^I?ry,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  bal- 
lot for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  i860,  jNIr.  Sam- 
uelson  has  been  unswerving  in  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party  and  its  principles, 
but  has  never  cared  for  political  preferment. 
He  has,  however,  taken  an  active  interest  in 
educational  affairs  as  a  meml)er  of  the  school 
board.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Swedish  Lu- 
theran Church, and  are  justl}-  deserving  the 
high  regard  in  which  they  are  uniformly 
held.  Having  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self empty-handed,  his  record  is  one  well 
worthy  of  emulation  and  contains  many  ^•al- 
uable  lessons  of  incentive,  showing  the  ix)s- 
sibilities  that  are  open  to  young  men  who 
wish  to  improve  everv  opportunit}-  fnr  ad- 
vancement. 


JOPIX  yi.  ^FAVITY. 

One  of  the  prominent  representatives  of' 
the  journalistic  profession  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  brief  notice,  the 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Chmnicle  of 
Cambridge.  He  was  bdrn  in  Decatur  county, 
Indiana.   ?\lay    14,    \i<(>j.  a  son   of    John  A. 


and  Susan  Z.  (Wise)  Mavity,  both  natives 
of  Jefferson  county,  that  state.  His  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  Thomas  Wise,  a 
cousin  of  Governor  Wise,  of  Virginia,  who 
hung  John  Brown.  The  grandfather  was  a 
member  of  the  first  session  of  the  Indiana 
state  legislature,  which  convened  at  Corydon 
in  1824,  and  continued  a  member  for  many 
vears,  until  after  the  capital  was  removed  to 
Indianapolis.  He  died  at  the  extreme  old 
age  of  eighty-eight  years.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupati(in.  and  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Tippe- 
canoe in  181 1. 

John  A.  ?klavity,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, followed  blacksmithing  until  after  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  but  in  June,  1862,  he 
laid  aside  all  personal  interests  to  join  the 
boys  in  lilue  of  Company  B,  Sixth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Stone  River,  Lookout  ^fountain  and 
Chickamauga,  and  was  with  Sherman  in 
the  Atlanta  campaign  until  the  battle  of  Re- 
saca,  when  he  was  seriously  wounded  in  the 
right  leg  abo\-e  the  knee.  It  was  thought 
that  the  limb  would  have  to  be  amputated, 
but  he  liad  one  of  his  comrades  get  him  a 
club,  and  with  it  he  kept  the  surgeon  away. 
After  his  reco\ery  he  remained  in  the  hos- 
pital as  assistant,  and  in  that  capacity  did 
excellent  service  until  discharged,  in  June, 
1865.  Returning  to  his  home  in  Indiana, 
he  followed  his  trade  for  a  few  }-ears,  and 
then  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Christian 
Church,  with  which  he  luul  united  a  number 
of  years  l)efore  the  war.  He  successfully 
engaged  in  preaching  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury in  dift'erent  parts  of  Michigan,  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois,  filling  some  of  the  best  pul- 
pits of  his  church,  but  now,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years,  is  li\ing  a  retired  life  in 
\\'est  Lebanon,    Indiana,   enjo\-ing   a   well- 
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earned  rest.  His  lias  been  an  honorable  and 
usefnl  life,  in  which  he  has  labored  untir- 
ingly for  the  good  of  his  fellow  men,  and  he 
has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him.  His  estimable  wife  is  still  living 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  and  is  an  active 
member  of  the  same  church.  Of  their  four 
children,  John  M.  is  third  in  order  of  l)irth. 
Jesse,  the  oldest,  is  foreman  of  a  tinplate 
factory  in  Atlanta,  Indiana,  w  here  he  resides 
with  his  wife  and  three  children.  Ilelcn 
died  in  infancy.  Thomas  W.  married  Xeltic 
Musick,  of  Eureka,  Illinois,  who  died  in 
1896,  and  he  died  in  1898,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two  years,  leaving  two  children — 
JNlaurine  and  Grace. 

After  pursuing  a  high-school  course  John 
J\I.  Mavity  attended  Franklin  College,  and 
after  completing  his  education  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  four  years  in  Johnson 
and  Bartholomew  counties,  Indiana,  and  six 
^•ears  in  Warren  county,  that  state,  having 
charge  of  country  schools  two  years,  and 
later  serving  as  principal  of  the  schools  of 
State  Line  and  West  Lebanon  for  two  years 
each.  In  1889  he  purchased  the  West  Leb- 
anon Gazette,  which  he  successfully  con- 
ducted until  the  ist  of  August,  1900,  when 
he  sold  that  paper  and  bought  the  Chronicle 
of  Cambridge,  Illinois,  which  he  is  now  pub- 
lishing. Having  studied  law,  Mr.  Mavity 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1892,  and  from 
that  time  until  coming  to  Cambridge  he 
served  as  city  attorney  of  West  Lebanon, 
Indiana,  and  also  as  notary  public.  He  did, 
however,  only  an  office  practice. 

;\Ir.  ^Nlavity  was  married  in  July.  1886, 
to  :\Iiss  Laura  F.  Hendricks,  of  Hedrick, 
Indiana,  a  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Betliier 
Hendricks,  and  Iiy  this  union  have  been  born 
two  children :  May  and  J.  Earl.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  both  active  members 


of  the  Christian  Church,  and  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Indiana  he  served  as  clerk  and  elder 
in  the  same.  He  is  also  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Mod- 
ern \\'oodmen  of  America.  In  the  former 
he  has  filled  every  office  and  served  as  dele- 
gate to  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state,  while 
in  the  \\'oodmen  Camp  he  has  served  as 
\eneral)le  consul,  a  delegate  to  the  grand 
lodge  of  Indiana,  and  to  the  supreme  lodge, 
which  met  at  Kansas  City  in  1899.  Through 
the  columns  of  his  ])aper  and  liy  personal 
effort  Mr.  Mavity  has  done  much  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  Republican  party 
and  insure  its  success,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Republican  central  committee  of  War- 
ren county,  Indiana,  from  1884  to  1898, 
ii.'cliisive,  serving  as  secretary  and  chairman 
of  the  same  from  1890  to  1896.  He  has 
also  been  a  delegate  to  numerous  county 
and  stale  conventions  of  his  party. 


T.   I.   BACHUS. 

For  the  past  nine  years  T.  I.  Bachus  has 
been  one  of  the  most  active  and  progressive 
business  men  of  Orion,  where  at  first  he 
engaged  only  in  the  grain  and  lumber  trade, 
but  since  1895  has  also  carried  on  contract- 
ing and  building  with  good  success.  Keen 
discrimination,  unflagging  industry  and 
resolute  purpose  are  numbered  among  his 
salient  characteristics  and  to  these  may  be 
attributed  bis  success  in  life. 

A  native  of  Henry  county,  'Sir.  Bachus 
was  born  in  Oxford  township,  February  3, 
i860,  and  is  a  son  of  James  Bachus,  who 
was  born  in  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  of  which  state 
the  grandfather  was  a  pioneer.  The  latter 
died  there  when  James  was  a  child  of  four 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


years.  On  leaving  the  Buckeye  state  in  1843 
lie  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  set- 
lied  in  Oxford  townshii),  where  he  i)re- 
empted  and  later  entered  land,  making  for 
himself  a  well-improved  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres.  He  wedded  Miss 
i\Iary  James,  a  native  of  Pittshurg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, who,  like  her  husband,  was  left  an 
orphan  in  childhood.  He  became  one  i-)f  the 
prosperous  farmers  of  his  communit}'.  as 
well  as  one  of  its  most  influential  and  i)roni- 
inent  citizens,  and  served  as  township  trus- 
tee for  twenty-one  consecutive  years,  being 
tb.en  succeeded  Ijy  our  suliject.  The  father 
died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  \ears, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1874.  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  namely:  Marv,  wife  of  Sidnev 
jNIead,  of  Wichita,  Kansas:  Jane,  wife  of 
Harry  Light :  James,  a  resident  of  Peoria, 
Illinois;  Iknianiin,  of  Buffalo,  Missouri; 
Archibald,  of  Lakefield,  ^linnesota:  and  T. 
I.,  our  subject. 

T.  I.  Bachus-  grew  to  manhood  upon 
his  father's  farm,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  home  school.  On  leaving  the 
parental  roof  he  went  to  Jackson  county, 
^Minnesota,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  also  dealing  in  grain  and  hay  for  about 
six  years.  He  made  a  specialty  of  hay,  which 
he  bought  and  shipped  in  large  (|uantities. 
Disix)sing  of  his  business  there  he  returned 
tc  this  county  in  1892  and  located  at  Orion, 
where  he  bought  out  an  established  grain  and 
lumber  business  with  a  good  elevator  and 
lumber  sheds  and  yard.  I'.y  fair  and  hon- 
orable dealing  he  has  built  u])  an  e.xcellent 
trade,  receiving  a  liberal  share  of  the  i)ublic 
patronage.  In  1893  -^'i'-  l^aclnis  also  be- 
gan contracting  and  building,  and  has  since 
erectcil  many  buildings  in  Henry  and  Rock 
Island  counties,  including  churches,  business 


h.onses,  elevators  and  numerous  dwellings. 
Along  this  line  he  has  done  much  to  improve 
and'  benefit  the  country,  and  is  to-day  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
and  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  Orion. 
At  that  place,  Mr.  Bachus  was  married. 
May  24,  1894,' the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Gertrude  McClosky,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Orion,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Edward  McClosky,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Henry  county.  In  i)olitics 
Mr.  Bachus  is  a  stanch  Repulilican,  baxing 
affiliated  with  that  party  since  casting  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  James  A.  Garfield, 
in  1880.  For  two  years  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  town  board,  but  has  never 
cared  for  political  honors,  desiring  rather 
to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness afifairs.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Master 
Alason,  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge  of 
Orion,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter. 


SAAIUEL  STEWART. 

For  over  thirty-two  years  Samuel  Stew- 
art has  been  a  resident  of  Henry  county,  and 
his  name  is  inseparabl}-  connected  with  its 
agricultural  interests.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundreid  and  si.xty 
acres  on  section  28,  Colona  townshi]).  and  in 
its  operation  he  is  meeting  with  excellent 
success.  He  was  l)orn  in  county  Down, 
Ireland,  March  i,  1865,  and  on  the  i)atcrnal 
side  is  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  father, 
Robert  Stewart,  was  born  in  count}-  Down, 
Ireland,  in  i8_'i,  and  on  reaching  manhood 
was  united  in  marriage  with  ^Ii.ss  Jane 
Craig.  In  the  land  of  his  birth  he  contin- 
ued to  make  his  home,  being  engaged  in 
farming,  until  after  the  birth  of  all  his  chil- 
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dren.  On  his  emigration  to  America  in 
1868,  lie  took  up  his  residence  in  Colona 
township,  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  his  sons  opened  up  the  farm 
on  which  our  subject  now  resides,  convert- 
ing the  wild  tract  into  a  highly  improved 
farm.  There  he  died  in  1887,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1894.  They  were  reared 
in  the  Presbyterian  faith,  and  throughout 
life  were  active  and  consistent  members  of 
that  church. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
who  reached  years  of  maturity,  namely: 
John  went  to  Nebraska  after  reaching  man- 
hood and  there  died;  William  is  married  and 
lives  in  Red  Willow  county,  Nebraska; 
James  makes  his  home  in  Clay  county,  that 
state;  Samuel,  our  subject;  Robert  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Red  Willow  county,  Nebraska;  Eli- 
za is  the  wife  of  William  Brown,  of  Colona 
township,  this  county;  and  Flora  is  the  wife 
of  Hugh  D.  Carey,  of  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois. 

Reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  Samuel  Stewart  became  familiar 
with  the  common  English  branches  of  learn- 
ing in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  aided  in  the  work  of  improving 
and  cultivating  the  home  farm,  remaining 
v,'ith  his  father  until  the  latter's  death,  and 
continued  its  operation  for  ten  years  there- 
after. He  then  purchased  the  interests  of 
the  other  heirs  and  succeeded  to  the  home- 
stead, which  he  has  greatl\-  improved.  i\ 
well  three  hundred  and  thirt_\--three  feet  deep 
has  been  drilled  upon  the  place,  and  a  wind 
pump  put  in,  furnishing  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  good  water  for  his  stock.  As  a  farm- 
er and  stock  raiser  he  has  met  with  excellent 
success,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  well-to-do 
citizens  of  his  community. 


In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Stewart  is 
an  uncompromising  Democrat,  and  an  ad- 
vocate of  the  principles  of  the  party's  laid 
down  by  William  J.  Bryan.  He  does  all  in 
his  power  to  advance  the  interests  and  insure 
the  success  of  his  party,  but  has  never  cared 
for  pcditical  preferme'nt.  He  has  served, 
however,  as  a  member  of  the  school  board 
and  clerk  of  the  district.  Religiously  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Warner  Baptist  church, 
and  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all 
\\h(j  know  him. 


LEONARD  R.  BOTHWELL. 

Among  the  most  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Western  township  is  this 
well-known  and  prosperous  farmer,  who 
owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  of  three  hun- 
dred acres,  the  home  being  on  section  22, 
v.'ithin  one  mile  of  Orion.  He  was  born 
in  Jefferson  county.  New  York,  April  28, 
1838,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  Empire  state,  and  his  father, 
David  Bothwell,  was  a  native  of  Washing- 
ton county.  New  York.  The  latter  married 
Jemima  Spencer,  of  Jefferson  county,  who 
died  in  1842.  and  his  death  occurred  in 
1846. 

Thus  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age  Leon- 
ard R.  Bothwell  was  reared  by  his  sister, 
I\lrs.  Mary  Scott,  and  with  Iier  moved  to 
Brown  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1846,  where 
lie  grew  to  manhood,  his  primary  education 
Ijeing  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  locality.  The  knowledge  there  acquired 
has  been  greatly  supplemented  by  reading 
and  observation  in  later  years.  He  aided 
in  the  work  of  the  farm  and  was  also  em- 
ployed in  a  sawmill  for  a  time. 
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In  June,  i860.  Mr.  Bothwell  came  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  worked  by  the 
month  for  a  number  of  j^ears  as  a  farm  hand 
for  N.  B.  Lloyd,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  from  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
to  locate  here,  the  date  of  his  arrival  being 
1838.  In  August,  1861,  Mr.  Bothwell  joined 
the  boys  in  blue  in  the  efforts  to  crush  out 
the  rebellion,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Eleventh  Battery,  Ohio  Light  Artillery, 
v.-hich  was  assigned  to  the  Western  army, 
and  was  organized  at  St,  Louis.  The  win- 
ter was  spent  in  [Missouri,  and  their  first 
engagement  was  at  New  ^ladrid,  which  was 
followed  by  the  battle  of  luka,  JNIississippi, 
Septeml>er  19,  1862,  where  INIr.  Bothwell 
was  wounded,  being  twice  shot  through  the 
arm  and  also  in  the  right  side.  Being  per- 
manently disabled  he  was  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  where  he  re- 
mained until  lionoral)ly  discharged  from  the 
service  in  January,  1863.  That  spring  he 
returned  to  Henr}-  county,  and  when  he  had 
sufficiently  recovered  began  wurk  (in  the 
farm  of  his  father-in-law.  During  1865 
and  1866,  he  was  similarl}-  employed  in 
Iowa,  but  since  that  time  has  made  his  home 
uninterrupted!}-  in  this  county. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1S67,  :Mr.  Bothwell 
married  Miss  Florence  D.  Llnytl,  a  daugh- 
ter of  X.  B.  Lloyd.  She  was  born  in  Plenry 
county,  i\Iay  u,  1844,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  within  one  mile  of  her  present 
home.  She  attended  the  Cieneseo  high  school 
for  a  time,  and  spent  about  four  years  with 
an  tnicle  in  Pennsylvania.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Bothwell  helped  carry  on  the 
Lloyd  farm  until  1871,  and  then  ])urc]iased 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm,  which  at 
that  time  was  all  wild  prairie,  and  which 
he  at  once  began  to  break  and  improve. 
lie  bought  more  land   from  time  to  time. 


including  a  part  of  the  Lloyd  estate,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  three 
liundred  acres,  improved  with  good  buildings 
and  supplied  with  all  the  accessories  and 
conveniences  found  upon  a  model  farm  of  the 
twentieth  century.  Besides  this  valuable 
property  he  also  owns  residence  lots  in  Orion. 
In  connection  with  general  farming  he  is 
engage'd  in  stock  raising,  and  is  meeting  with 
excellent  success  in  both  undertakings.  He 
became  a  stockholder  on  the  reorganization 
of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Orion,  in  1895,  and 
has  since  served  as  vice-president  of  the 
same. 

Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Bothwell  are  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  namely:  Ada,  the  wife 
of  Charles  Anderson,  a  farmer  of  ^Vestern 
township;  Amelia,  Esther,  Lizzie,  Herbert, 
Elwood,  Arthur,  \\'illiam  and  Clarence,  all 
at  home,  while  the  three  youngest  are  still 
in  school. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Bothwell 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  having  supported 
tluit  party  since  casting  his  first  vote  for  A. 
Lincoln,  in  t86o.  He  has  taken  (prte  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  local  politics; 
has  served 'as  assessor  four  years;  as  town- 
ship collector  two  years;  and  in  1887  was 
elected  supervisor,  which  office  he  filled  so 
acceptably  that  he  has  been  constantly  re- 
elected, serving  in  all  thirteen  consecutive 
years.  He  has  served  on  a  number  of  im- 
portant committees  and  is  now  chairman 
of  the  county  building  committee  and  the 
purchasing  committee.  He  has  also  been 
a  delegate  to  various  county  conventions  of 
l-.is  party,  and  has  made  a  faithful  and  effi- 
cient officer  in  whatever  position  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  fill.  Fraternally  he  is  an 
b.onored  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  the  Ancient  Order  of  Cnited 
\\'orkmen  and  the  (irand  Armv  of  the  Re- 
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public,  and  has  served  as  quartermaster  of 
the  post  at  Orion  since  its  organization. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  honest  and  earnest 
endeavor  and  due  success  has  not  been  de- 
nied him. 


JOIIX  LIXX. 


The  expression  "dignity  of  labor"  is  ex- 
emplified in  the  life  record  of  this  gentleman, 
who  without  reserve  attributes  his  success 
tc  earnest  work.  He  is  a  man  of  strong 
force  of  character,  purposeful  and  energetic, 
and  his  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judg- 
ment are  shown  in  his  capable  management 
of  business  affairs.  He  is  to-day  the  lead- 
ing merchant  tailor  of  Cambridge,  in  which 
city  he  has  made  his  home  since  February, 
1895. 

Mr.  Linn  was  born  at  Mo,  near  Soder- 
hamni,  in  the  northern  part  of  Sweden, 
March  12,  1841,  his  parents  being  John  P. 
and  Sarah  Foline,  who  never  came  to  Amer- 
ica. The  father,  who  was  born  in  1813, 
is  still  living.  He  has  served  in  the  standing 
army  of  Sweden,  though  never  engaged  in 
war,  doing  garrison  duty  most  of  the  time. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1847, 
and  the  father  subsequently  marrietl  again, 
but  his  second  wife  has  also  passed  away. 
His  children  were  Foline,  who  came  to  this 
country  with  our  subject,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  the  shoe  business  in  Moline,  Illinois; 
John,  of  this  review ;  Andrew,  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  who  died  in  St.  Petersburg,  Rus- 
sia, in  1 87 1,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years;   and   Charles,   who   died   in   infancy. 

On  coming  to  this  country  in  the  fall 
of  1868,  Mr.  Linn  first  located  in  Geneseo, 
Illinois,  where  he  spent  four  years,  and  then 
went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  was  en- 


gaged in  the  merchant  tailoring  business 
with  P.  A.  Harling  for  the  same  length  of 
time.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  returned 
to  Geneseo,  where  he  followed  the  same 
I;nsiness  alone  until.  1881,  and  later  con- 
ducted a  tailoring  establishment  in  Moline 
until  1892.  On  leaving  that  city  he  again 
returned  to  Geneseo,  and  continued  to  carry 
on  business  there  with  E.  E.  Aldeen  until 
1895,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and 
came  to  Cambridge,  where  he  has  already 
built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  trade. 

Before  leaving  his  native  land,  Mr.  Linn 
was  married  on  the  ist  of  January,  1865, 
to  Miss  Jennie  Sparman,  who  was  born  in 
Umeo,  Westerbotten,  Sweden,  May  10, 
1842.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  them 
only  three  have  been  spared,  namely :  Han- 
nah, wife  of  Albert  Freeman,  of  jMoline; 
Jennie,  who  married  Oscar  Boom,  of  Gen- 
eseo, and  has  three  children.  May  and  Maria, 
twins,  and  Jennie;  and  Clara,  who  is  in  a 
store  in  Rock  Island.  Mrs.  Linn  and  her 
daughters  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
them. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Linn  is  a 
Republican.  He  was  penniless  on  coming 
to  the  new  world  and  had  to  work  a  j^ear 
and  a  half  to  get  enough  money  to  send  for 
his  wife  and  two  children;  who  had  remained 
in  Sweden.  He  therefore  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  success  that  he  has  achieved 
in  life.  Besides  his  pleasant  and  commodious 
residence  in  Cambridge  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  most  highly  cultivated  and 
best  improved  farms  in  Andover  township. 
Upon  the  place  is  a  good  ten-room  residence, 
a  barn,  cribs  and  other  buildings.  Dili- 
gence has  been  the  keynote  to  his  success, 
and  his  example  is  one  that  might  be  profit- 
ably followed  by  all   who  have  to  depend 


132 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


upon  their  (.)\vn  exertions.  His  wortli  is 
widely  recognized  and  he  enjoys  the  friend- 
sliip  of  the  best  peo])le  of  Camliridge. 


PETER  C.  STE\\'ART. 

Although  well  past  the  Psalmist's  span 
of  three  score  _\-ears  and  ten,  Peter  C.  Stew- 
art is  still  actively  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  oi  Henr\-  count)-  and  ahly 
superintends  the  management  of  his  fine 
farm  of  four  liundred  and  eighty  acres  on 
section  26,  Colona  township.  He  was  liorn 
in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  March 
22,  1818,  and  is  a  representati\-e  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  Xew  ^'ork.  where 
his  father,  David  Stewart,  was  horn  in  1763. 
On  reaching  manhood  the  latter  marrietl 
Effa  Culverson,  who  was  horn  in  Xew  Jer- 
sey, but  was  reared  in  the  Empire  state. 
For  a  few  years  they  made  their  home  in 
Somerset  county,  Pennsyhania,  and  then 
removed  to  ^luskingum  count}',  Ohio,  be- 
ing numbered  among  its  first  settlers.  In 
1838  they  came  to  Illinois  and  took  up  their 
residence  in  fiercer  county,  where  the  father 
died  three  years  later. 

Peter  C.  Stewart  was  twenty  }ears  of 
age  when  he  came  Avith  his  father  to  this 
state,  and  he  spent  two  seasons  working  mi 
the  home  farm  in  .Mercer  count\-.  Coming 
to  Hem'y  count}-  in  1841  he  rented  land  in 
Western  township,  and  commenced  farming 
on  his  own  account.  After  about  eight  or 
ten  years  spent  in  this  way  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  3O,  the 
same  township,  and  at  once  began  its  im- 
];rovement  and  cnltivalion.  .Acre  after  acre 
\vas  placed  under  the  plow  until  the  entire 
amount  was  highly  cultivated.     To  the  orig- 


inal purchase  he  later  added  another  one- 
hundred-and-sixty-acre  tract,  making  a  farm 
of  half  a  section  which  he  still  owns,  and 
still  later  he  purchased  the  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  on  section  26,  Colona 
township,  which  he  now  occupies.  The 
buildings  upon  the  place  are  neat  and  sub- 
stantial and  everything  about  the  farm  indi- 
cates the  careful  supervision  of  a  painstak- 
ing owner.  He  has  engaged  in  raising  and 
feeding  stock  (|uite  extensively,  and  annually 
ships  to  the  city  markets  four  carloads  of 
cattle  and  two  of  hogs. 

In  Henry  county  Mr.  Stewart  was  mar- 
ried, December  20,  1845.  to  Miss  Eliza  Jane 
Piatt,  who  was  born  in  Butler  county.  Ohio, 
.\ugust  5,  1823,  but  was  principally  reared 
in  Indiana.  About  1838  or  1839  she  came 
with  her  father,  Jacob  Piatt,  to  Henry  coun- 
ty, Illinois.  Her  father  was  twice  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Jane  Thomp- 
son. On  coming  to  Henry  county  he  bought 
land  in  \A'eller  township,  where  he  died  in 
1848.  His  wife  suryi\-ed  him  until  1880. 
They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  have  five 
children  living,  namely:  Frank,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  engaged  in  fruit  growing  in  Delta, 
Colorado;  William  J.,  who  is  married  and  is 
now  serving  as  superintendent  of  schools  in 
Xance  county,  X'ebraska,  being  a  teacher  of 
long  experience:  Edward,  who  is  married 
and  engaged  in  the  stock  business  in  Trini- 
dad, Colorado;  Allies  K.,  who  is  married 
and  lives  on  the  home  farm  with  his  father, 
though  he  owns  a  farm  in  Colona  township; 
Ellen,  wife  of  John  Ilolden,  who  li\es  on 
the  Stewart  farm.  One  daughter,  .\da, 
died  at  the  age  of  ti\-e  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  Jeffersonian 
Democrat,  and  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Alartin  \'an  r.uren.     He  has  taken 
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an  active  interest  in  educational  affairs, 
serving  as  school  director  some  vears,  and  as 
president  and  clerk  of  the  district.  Although 
eighty-three  years  of  age  he  has  the  vigor  of 
a  much  younger  man  and  in  spirit  and  inter- 
est seems  yet  in  his  prime.  Old  age  is  not 
necessarily  a  synonym  of  weakness  and  in- 
activity. It  needs  not  suggest  as  a  matter 
of  course  the  want  of  occupation  or  helpless- 
ness. Mr.  Stewart  stands  to-day  in  his  ma- 
ture years  a  strong  man,  strong  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  a  well-spent  life,  strong  to  plan 
;ii!d  perform,  strong  in  his  credit  and  good 
name,  and  a  worthy  example  for  young  men 
to  pattern  after.  For  almost  sixty  years  he 
and  his  wife  have  heen  residents  of  Henry 
county,  and  are  to-day  numbered  among  its 
most  honored  pioneers  and  liiglil\-respected 
citizens. 


JOHN  A.  BRODD. 

This  gentleman,  who  has  heen  actively 
identified  with  the  farming  interests  of  .\n- 
dover  township  for  several  years,  was  born 
at  Broddark  Parish,  sixty-five  miles  from 
Gottenberg,  Sweden,  on  the  2nd  of  Febru- 
ary, 1850,  a.  son  of  John  and  Catharine 
(Larson)  Brodd,  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
try. The  fatiier  was  born  October  27,  1821, 
and  is  a^son  of  Swan  and  Christine  Brbdd, 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Sweden,  both 
living  to  an  advanced  age. 

In  his  native  land  John  Brodd,  father 
of  our  subject,  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  until  1863,  when  he  sailed  from 
Gottenberg,  Sweden,  to  Hamburg,  Ger- 
man}^, and  at  the  latter  place  took  passage 
on  a  sailing  vessel  for  New  York.  He  was 
five  weeks  in  crossing  the  o*ean,  that  being- 
considered  a  quick    voyage    at    that    lime. 


Coming  at  once  to  Andover,  Illinois,  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  well  known  log  house 
in  the  center  of  the  village,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  the  following  fall,  when  be 
bought  two  and  a  half  acres  in  the  same 
place,  and  lived  there  six  years  and  a  half. 
For  thirteen  3'ears  he  rented  the  David  Pol- 
lock farm,  and  then  purchased  the  farm 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  buying  later 
thirty  acres,  which  he  improved  and  placed 
under  cultivation,  and  where  he  now  resides. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
in  religious  belief  is  a  Lutheran,  to  which 
church  his  wife  also  belongs.  They  are  still 
living  in  Andover  township  and  are  num- 
bered among  its  honored  residents.  Of  their 
seven  children  six  were  lx)rn  in  Sweden,  and 
Clara  and  Frank  G.  both  died  in  that  coun- 
try prior  to  the  emigration  of  the  family. 
Anna  Sophia  died  in  Andover  township  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  John  A.  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Frank  L.  is  a 
resident  of  Caml)ridge.  Theodore  died  in 
Ando\er  in  1863,  and  Alma,  born  in  that 
township,  in  1864,  died  in  1865.  ' 

Our  subject  passed  the  first  thirteen  years 
of  his  life  in  Sweden,  and  then  came  with  the 
family  to  the  new  world,  since  which  time 
•  he  has  made  his  home  in  Andover  town- 
ship. j\fter  completing  his  education  in  its 
public  schools,  his  advantages  being  limited, 
he  took  up  the  occupation  to  which  he  had 
been  reared-*-that  of  farming — and  in  1886 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres 
of  his  father,  to  the  improvement  and  culti- 
\ation  of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  en- 
ergies. He  has  erected  thereon  good  and 
substantial  buildings,  and  has  done  con- 
siderable tiling. 

December  16,  1886.  in  Andover  town- 
ship, Air.  Brodd  married  Aliss  Catharine 
Sophia  Fair,  who  was  born  in  that  town- 
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ship,  April  8,  1856,  a  daughter  of  Gustoph 
and  Fredericka  Fair,  natives  of  Smolend, 
Sweden.  Her  parents  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1854,  and  from  that  time  until 
1S97  made  their  home  in  Andover  township, 
but  are  now  residents  of  Orion,  this  county. 
I\Ir.  and  ]^Irs.  Brodd  ha^•e  six  children, 
namely :  Esther,  Francis,  Philip,  Delmore, 
Chester  and  Hannah.  The  parents  are  both 
active  memljers  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
with  which  Mr.  Brodd  is  officially  connected. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  takes 
an  active  and  commendable  interest  in  all 
that  will  advance  the  interests  of  his  town- 
ship and  county. 


^^■ILLIA]\I  H.  Kxo^^■LES. 

-Among  the  representative  farmers  and 
leading  citizens  of  Osco  township  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  who  has  resided  here 
since  1874,  his  home  being  on  section  22. 
He  is  a  native  of  Henry  county,  his  birth 
liaving  occurred  in  Linn  township,  May  3, 
1866.  His  father,  ^vlatthew  Knowles,  was 
born  in  ]\Iatlock,  England,  on  the  19th  of 
^la}^,  1 82 1,  and  in  1848  came  to  the  United 
States.  Choosing  Illinois  as  a  future  home, 
he  settled  in  Henry  county,  in  1856,  and 
three  j-ears  later  was  united  in  marriage  witli 
Miss  Annie  Radburn,  the  youngest  of  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  and  who  was  born  in 
Bedfordshire,  England.  June  15,  1831,  Init 
was  only  two  years  old  when  brought  to 
this  country  bv  her  jiarents,  who  died  of 
t>i)hus  fever  in  Byverly,  Pennsylvania,  two 
years  later.  She  was  reared  by  a  sister  in 
I'hiladelphia,  where  she  was  educated.  In 
1859  .she  came  to  Illinois,  and  December  29. 
<if  tliat  year,  she  was  married.     After  com- 


ing to  this  state  'Sh.  Knowles  followed  farm- 
ing continuously  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred July  10,  1882,  on  the  farm  where 
liis  widow  and  son  now  reside.  For  a  time 
he  owned  and  operated  a  farm  in  Lynn 
township,  and  on  disposing  of  some  of  his 
propertv  there  he  moved  to  Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided  for  about 
a  year.  On  his  return  to  this  county  he  lo- 
cated in  Osco  township  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  eightv  acres  on  section  22,  to  the 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he 
devoted  his  energies  until  called  to  his  final 
rest.  He  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  his  fellow  citizens, 
recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  called 
upon  him  to  fill  numerous  township  offices. 
Religiously  he  was  an  earnest  and  faithful 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Osco. 
In  his  family  were  five  children,  two  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  one  son  died 
in  infancy.  The  daughters  are  Sophia  R., 
wife  of  Waller  Christiance,  now  a  resident 
of  Nebraska,  hut  formerly  of  Henry  county, 
Illinois;  Emma  \\'.,  a  resident  of  Osco  and 
v.idow  of  F.  J.  Stoughton,  who  died  of  ty- 
phoid fever  in  October,  1900;  and  Annie 
L.,  a  graduate  of  the  Geneseo  Collegiate  In- 
stitute and  an  instructor  of  music  and  draw- 
ing in  the  public  schools  of  Portage,  Wis- 
consin. 

William  H.  Knowles,  the  only  son  of  the 
family  now  li\-ing,  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Lynn  and  Osco  townships. 
He  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  on  the  latter's  death  he  took  charge  of 
affairs  for  his  mother.  He  is  a  thorough 
and  skillful  farmer  and  in  the  management 
of  the  place  he  has  been  quite  successful. 

In  1889  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Ilattie  E.  Frederick,  who  was  horn  in 
Osco  township,  August  3,  1865,  a  daughter 
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01"  A.  A.  and  Xancy  (Weaver)  Frederick, 
residents  of  Geneseo,  where  they  have  made 
their  home  since  1872,  the  father  working  at 
liis  trade  of  liarness  making.  Mrs.  Knowles 
is  the  oklest  of  their  four  children,  the  others 
being  Kate,  wife  of  N.  E.  Sage,  of  Daven- 
port, Iowa;  Victor,  a  resident  of  Le.xing- 
ton,  IlHnois;  and  Edna,  wife  of  Arthur 
Peterson,  of  Geneseo.  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Knowles  are  the  parents  of  two  interesting 
children:  Kenneth  F.  and  Ethel  May.  ]\Irs. 
Knowles  was  a  graduate  of  the  Geneseo 
high  school  in  the  class  of  1884,  and  was 
a  successful  teacher  for  some  years. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Knowles 
is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  ta.K  col- 
lector in  his  township.  For  the  past  fi\e  or 
six  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican central  committee  for  Osco  town- 
ship, and  has  been  influential  in  Republican 
circles.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Osco,  and  was 
appointed  vestryman  in  the  spring  of  1900, 
which  office  he  is  now  tilling.  His  wife  is 
also  a  member  of  the  same  church.  Frater- 
nally he  is  connected  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  Camp,  No.  2248,  of  Osco,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Royal  Neighbors,  No.  2022,  of  the  same 
place.  They  are  widely  and  favorably 
known,  and  are  held  in  warm  regard  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


DANIEL  L.  KELEHER. 

Since  the  7th  of  April,  1857,  this  gen- 
tleman has  resided  in  Henry  county  and  his 
name  is  inseparably  connected  with  its  agri- 
cultural interests.  Coming  to  the  new  world 
in  limited  circumstances,  his  enterprise,  en- 


ergy and  perseverance  have  enabled  him  to 
mount  from  a  lowly  position  to  one  of 
affluence.  One  of  his  leading  characteris- 
tics in  business  affairs  is  his  fine  sense  of 
order  and  complete  system  and  the  habit 
of  giving  careful  attention  to  details,  without 
which  success  in  any  undertakmg  is  never 
an  assured  fact. 

Mr.  Keleher,  who  is  familiarly  known  by 
his  many  friends  as  Dan,  owns  and  operates 
one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  Western 
township,  it  being  pleasantly  located  on  sec- 
tions 14,  20,  23  and  24,  three  and  a  half 
miles  from  Orion.  A  native  of  Ireland,  he 
was  born  in  county  Kerry,  August  20,  1836, 
and  received  a  good  practical  education. 
In  1853  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  first  located  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  peddled  apples,  butter  and 
other  farm  produce  for  some  time,  and  also 
worked  on  the  market  square  now  occupied 
by  the  public  building  in  Philadelphia. 

Coming  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  April 
7.  1857,  he  accepted  a  situation  on  the  farm 
of  M.  B.  Lloyd,  the  father  of  Western  town- 
ship, where  he  remained  two  years,  and 
then  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  from 
that  gentleman.  After  operating  it  for  one 
year,  he  traded  it  to  Mr.  Lloyd  for  a  forty- 
acre  tract  of  raw  prairie  land,  upon  which 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  The  twenty- 
acre  tract  was  on  the  proposed  line  of  the 
Peoria  &  Rock  Island  railroad.  Anticipat- 
ing the  location  of  a  depot  there,  as  it  was 
the  central  ix)int  between  Coal  Valley  and 
Orion,  he  wished  to  retain  it,  but  was  given 
an  extra  good  bargain  by  Mr.  Lloyd  and  so 
sold  it.  The  forty-acre  tract  was  fehced, 
broken  and  improved  by  the  erection  of  a 
little  house,  and  there  he  lived  alone  for  a 
tune.  His  labors  were  at  length  crowned 
with  success,  and  to  his  landed  possessions 
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he  has  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
owns  five  lumdred  and  eighty-six  acres  of 
verj-  vahial)le  and  productive  land,  having 
paid  as  high  as  seventy-three  doHars  per 
acre  for  a  portion  of  it.  This  farm  he  has 
tiled,  fenced  and  placed  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  has  erected  thereon  a  cmn- 
modious  residence,  a  gixjd  cattle  barn,  the 
largest  in  the  county,  and  substantial  out- 
buildings, which  stand  as  monuments  to  his 
thrift  and  enterprise.  He  also  has  another 
well  impro\-ed  farm  of  i>ne  hundred  and  six 
acres  west  of  Orion,  and  in  connection  with' 
general  farming  is  successfully  engaged  in 
the  stock  business.  He  annually  feeds  and 
ships  from  five  to  seven  carloads  of  cattle 
and  hogs,  and  has  found  this  business  profit- 
able. 

.\t  Rock  Island,  in  18O3,  Mv.  Keleher 
was  united  in  marriage  with  2^Iiss  Ellen 
Currin,  a  native  of  county  Donegal,  Ire- 
land, who  came  to  the  United  States  in 
childhood  and  was  reared  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  removing  to  Cambridge,  Illi- 
nois, when  a  young  lady.  By  this  union 
have  been  born  four  children,  namely:  Mary 
A.,  wife  of  .\ndrew  J-inig,  a  farmer  of  Osco 
township,  Henry  county;  Ellen,  at  home; 
D.  C,  who  is  married  and  follows  farming 
in  Western  townsbip;  and  \az7.\l-.  who  mar- 
ried Anton  Ecksted  and  li\es  in  ( )rion.  The 
son  completed  his  education  !>}•  tbree  }'ears' 
attendance  at  the  (icneseo  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute. 

Being  a  str(_ing  temperance  man,  Mr. 
Keleher  su])porls  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Prohibition  ])arly ;  has  been  a  delegate 
to  numerous  conventions;  and  in  the  years 
1896  and  1900  was  the  nonfinee  (jf  his  party 
for  representative  from  Henr}-  county.  He 
has  served  as  townshi])  trustee  and  road 
commissioner,  and  is  now  serving  his  second 


term  as  president  of  the  Henry  County 
Farmers  Institute.  At  its  session  November 
7,  1900,  a  vote  was  taken  as  to  the  most 
popular  farmer  in  Henry  county,  and  he 
was  given  that  honor  almost  unanimously. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Farmers  Congress 
at  Colorado  Springs,  and  has  filled  other 
positions  of  honor  and  trust,  the  duties  of 
which  he  has  most  capalily  and  conscien- 
tiously discharged.  He  is  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  the  township  central  public  school. 
Religiously  he  and  his  family  are  communi- 
cants of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  are  peo- 
ple of  prominence  in  the  community  where 
they  reside.  Air.  Keleher  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizens  of 
his  township,  and  favors  the  erection  of 
a  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Henry  county.  He  enjoys  the  well- 
earned  distinction  of  being  what  the  public 
calls  a  "self-made  man,'"  and  an  analyzation 
of  his  character  reveals  the  fact  that  enter- 
prise, well-directed  effort  and  honorable  deal- 
ing have  been  the  essential  featm'es  in  liis 
prosperity. 


JOPIX  V.  SW^VNSON. 

For  almost  half  a  century  John  A'.  Swan- 
son  has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Henry  county,  and  is  to-day  one 
of  its  most  prosperous  and  successful  farm- 
ers. Ins  home  being  in  section  36,  Western 
township.  He  was  born  in  Linchpuenglan. 
Sweden,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1835.  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Lena  Catherine  Swan- 
son,  also  natives  of  that  country,  the  former 
born  June  24.  1798,  the  latter  February  4. 
1799.  In  the  land  of  his  liirth  the  father 
followed  farming  for  some  years,  and  there 
all  of  his  children  were  born,  the  familv  be- 
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ing  composed  of  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. In  the  summer  of  1853  the  parents  and 
children  emigrated  to  America  and  took  up 
their  residence  in  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
where  the  father  improved  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  making  it  his  home  until  called  to  his 
final  rest  September  15,  1869,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years.  The  mother,  who  sur- 
vived him  a  number  of  years  died  at  the 
home  of  nur  subject  March  28,  1887,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband 
in  Anilover  cemetery,  where  a  substantial 
monument  has  been  erected  to  their  mem- 
ory. 

John  \'.  Swanson  was  a  young  man  of 
seventeen  years  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents,  and  during  early  life 
he  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof  un- 
til 1863.  On  the  28th  of  March,  1863,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  M. 
Peterson,  also  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  was 
born  January  8,  1846,  and  was  brought  to 
America  by  her  parents  in  1 849,  being  reared 
in  this  county.  Her  father,  Nels  Peterson, 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Western 
township,  where  he  developed  and  improved 
a  farm.  He  was  born  in  Lounberga,  Swe- 
den, November  18,  1812,  and  died  in  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  iVugust  9,  1888,  while  his 
v/ife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eva 
Carrie  Mannosdoter,  was  born  in  the  same 
cotinty,  February  10,  1821,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 5,  1883. 

To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Swanson  were  born 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows : 
Hannah  M.,  wife  of  John  A.  Anderson,  of 
Phelps  county,  Nebraska;  Amelia,  wife  of 
Oscar  Larson,  of  Western  township,  this 
county;  Joseph,  at  home;  Nathan,  who  holds 
a  business  position  in  the  office  of  the  North- 
western   Railroad    Company    at    Chicago; 


Luther,  who  wedded  Alary  Johnson  and  fol- 
lows farming  on  section  34,  Western  town- 
sliip;  Charles  A.,  at  home;  William,  a  stu- 
dent in  an  art  school  in  Chicago;  Otto  A. 
and  V^ictor  C,  both  at  home. 

Throughout  his  entire  business  career 
Air.  Swanson  has  followed  the  occupation  to 
Vvhich  he  was  reared,  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  best  and  most  substantial  farmers  of 
Henry  county.  Success  has  attended  his 
v.cll-directed  efforts,  and  to-day  he  is  the 
owner  of  six  hundred  and  thirt3^-four  acres 
of  valuable  land,  divided  into  three  well-im- 
proved farms.  This  property  has  all  been 
acquired  by  his  own  labor  and  enterprise 
and  the  assistance  of  his  estimable  wife,  who 
has  proved  a  faithful  helpmate.  The  fam- 
ily are  active  and  prominent  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church  of  Andover.  in 
which  Mr.  Swanson  has  served  as  deacon 
for  many  years.  He  is  an  advocate  of  good 
schools  and  competent  teachers,  and  has  done 
effective  service  in  the'  interest  of  education 
while  serving  as  school  director  for  a  nuinber 
cf  years.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party  and  its  principles, 
and  never  withholds  his  aid  from  any  enter- 
prise which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance 
the  moral,  social  or  material  welfare  of  his 
township  and  county,  and  is  therefore  num- 
bered among  the  most  valued  and  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  community. 


ANDREW  J.  LARSON. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Henry  county,  and  now  operates  a  good 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  26,  Andover  township.    He  is  a  na- 
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tive  of  this  county,  liis  birth  having  occurred 
in  Osco  township  on  tlie  28th  of  June,  1867. 
His  father,  A.  C  Larson,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  July  2^,  1837.  and  remained  in  his 
native  land  until  the  summer  of  1860,  when 
he  came  to  America  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Henry  county.  Illinois.  For  four 
years  he  worked  by  the  month  in  Andover 
township,  and  then  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  28,  Osco  township,  on 
which  he  erected  a  good  set  of  farm  build- 
ings. To  the  original  purchase  he  has  added 
from  time  to  time  as  his  financial  resources 
]jermitted  until  he  now  has  seven  hundred 
acres  of  fine  farming  land  in  this  county. 
He  is  independent  in  politics  and  is  a  man 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him.  His  home  is  still  in  Osco  town- 
ship. He  has  two  brothers  living  in  this 
county :  Jonas,  a  resident  of  Andover  town- 
ship, and  August,  of  the  village  of  Osco. 

On  the  I  St  of  Xo\-ember,  1866,  in  Lynn, 
Illinois,  A.  G.  Larson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Tilda  L.  Hokanson,  who 
was  born  in  Sweden,  May  18,  1846,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  now  living,  namely : 
Andrew  J.,  our  subject:  Henry  J.,  Carl  R., 
Gust  A.,  all  at  home,  May  Augusta,  who 
died  in  1899.  L.  lulward.  twin  brother  of 
our  subject,  was  accidentally  injured  by  a 
corn  stalk  cutter  and  died  from  the  effects 
of  the  same:  Xellie  .\.  died  from  the  effects 
ut  an  injury  from  a  blow  gi\en  accidentally 
1)y  one  oi  her  schoolmates:  and  two  children 
died  in  infancy. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Anilrew  J. 
Larson  acquired  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Osco  township.  In  1893  'ic  be- 
gan life  for  liimself  as  a  farmer  in  Lynn 
township,  where  he  remained  until  he  bought 
bis  present  farm  of  P.  E.  W'alline  in   i8(j7. 


He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock 
raising,  and  in  his  labors  is  meeting  with 
marked  success.  He  is  a  tiiorough  and  sys- 
tematic farmer,  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  ap- 
pearance of  his  place  plainly  indicates  his 
careful  supervision.  As  a  Republican  he 
takes  an  active  interest  in  ixjlitical  affairs. 
Mr.  Larson  was  married,  in  Cambridge, 
March  7,  1893,  to  Miss  Carrie  Youngquist, 
a  native  of  A\'estern  township,  Henry  coun- 
ty, and  a  daughter  of  J.  A.  Youngquist,  of 
Cambridge,  of  whom  more  extended  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Albert  Peter- 
son (.)n  another  page  of  this  volume.  Air. 
and  Mrs.  Larson  now  have  an  interesting 
family  of  three  children :  Earl  Russell,  Mil- 
dred Irene  Ruth  and  Florence  Maud.  He 
attends  and  supports  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Andover,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member. 


JOHN  \V.  STEARNS. 

Among  the  farmers  of  Henry  county 
who  have  met  with  most  excellent  success 
in  their  chosen  calling  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  review.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  nearly  five  hundretl  acres 
of  fine  farming  land  in  this  count}-,  which 
is  divided  into  two  well  improved  farms, 
and  ujxju  one  of  these,  on  section  12,  West- 
ern township,  he  now  makes  his  home. 

Mr.  Stearns  is  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  his  l)irth  ba\-ing  occurred 
in  the  town  of  Waterbury,  Washington 
county,  \'ermont.  April  2i>.  1835.  The 
family  to  which  he  belongs  was  foimcled 
iu  this  country  by  three  brothers,  natives 
of  England,  one  of  whom  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts, another  in  New  York,  and  the 
third  in  Ohio.     From  the  first  branch  our 
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subject  is  descended.  His  grandfather,  John 
Stearns,  Sr.,  and  his  father,  John  Stearns, 
Jr.,  were  both  natives  of  Massaciiusetts,  and 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  \'erniont, 
where  the  former  improved  a  farm  of  three 
hundred  acres  on  the  side  of  a  hill.  There 
the  father  was  reared,  and  during  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  he  aided  in  the  arduous 
t;!sk  of  clearing  away  the  timber  and  plac- 
ing under  cultivation  the  wild  land.  In 
Massachusetts  he  married  Abigail  Hall 
Toby,  a  native  of  that  state,  and  upon  a 
farm  in  Washington  county,  Vermont,  they 
made  their  home  until  he  was  called  to 
his  final  rest  February  28,  1855.  His  wife 
survived  him  many  years  and  spent  her  last 
days  with  our  subject  in  this  county,  where 
she  died  March  26,  1896,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-six  years. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  John  W. 
Stearns,  of  this  review,  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  common  schools,  and  he  remained  on 
the  home  farm  until  reaching  man's  estate. 
Coming  west  in  October,  i860,  he  stopped 
at  Rock  Island  for  a  short  time,  but  later 
in  the  same  season  came  t(j  Henrv  county, 
w  here  he  engaged  in  farming  on  a  rented 
tract  of  eighty  acres  for  two  years,  and  later 
on  the  James  Glenn  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  for  three  years.  In  1864  Mr. 
Stearns  purchased  one'  hundred  and  si.Kty 
acres  of  wild  land,  where  he  now  resides, 
and  at  once  began  its  improvement,  his  first 
home  here  being  a  small  house.  As  time  ad- 
vanced and  he  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings, he  bought  more  land,  and  has  made 
many  valuable  improvements  upon  his  place, 
including  the  erection  of  a  large  and  pleas- 
ant residence,  two  good  barns  and  other 
■outbuildings,  has  set  out  fruit  and  shade 
trees,  and  in  other  ways  has  added  to  the 
Talue  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  farm. 


Besides  this  place,  consisting  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  he  has  another  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres  ad- 
joining, and  is  to-day  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Stearns  was  married  in  Vermont, 
October  14,  i860,  to  Miss  Albina  Stone,  a 
native  of  that  state,  who  died  in  this  coun- 
ty, in  August,  1866,  leaving  one  son,  John 
.\rthur,  who  is  now  married  and  follows 
farming  in  Osco  township.  He  has  two  chil- 
dren, Bessie  and  Wilhs.  On  the  i8th  of 
July,  1867,  in  Henry  county,  Mr.  Stearns 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa 
Glenn,  who  was  born  P^ebruary  9,  1840,  and 
reared  in  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  and  came 
to  Illinois  with  her  father,  Jacob  Glenn,  in 
1856,  locating  in  Colona  township,  Henry 
county.  No  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  but  Air.  and  Mrs.  Stearns  have  reared 
and  educated  two.  A  niece,  Mary  Harper, 
made  her  home  with  them  from  the  age  of 
ten  years  until  her  marriage,  being  now  the 
wife  of  Milton  F.  Edwards,  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Colorado.  A  nephew,  Harry  Rue, 
was  only  eighteen  nioiUhs  old  when  he  came 
to  live  with  them,  and  now  as  a  young  man 
he  assists  in  carrying  on  the  farm. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Stearns 
has  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  1864.  He  has  served  on  the 
township  committee  of  his  party  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  numerous  con\entions, 
but  has  ne\-er  sought  political  honors,  though 
he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow 
citizens  as  township  school  trustee,  as  road 
commissioner,  and  as  treasurer  for  about 
eighteen  years.  He  has  ever  taken  an  active 
and  commendable  interest  in  public  afifairs, 
and  gives  his   support   to  every  enterprise 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  social  or 
material  welfare  of  his  township  and  county. 
His  estimable  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
I^Iethodist  Church,  and  both  are  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their 
acquaintance. 


THO.MAS  M.  ROBERTSON. 

Prominent  among  the  citizens  of  Henry 
county  who  have  witnessed  the  marvelous 
development  of  this  section  of  the  state  in 
the  past  sixty-five  years,  and  who  ha\-e,  by 
honest  toil  and  industry,  succeeded  in  ac- 
quiring a  competence,  and  are  now  able  to 
spend  the  sunset  of  life  in  quiet  and  retire- 
ment, is  the  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch.  F"or  many  years  he  was 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  cuun- 
t}-,  but  is  now  li\-ing  a  retired  life  in  Cam- 
bridge, to  which  city  he  removed  November 
I,  1899,  and  where  he  owns  a  desirable 
home. 

J\Ir.  Robertson  was  born  a  few  miles 
north  of  Galesburg,  in  Henderson  township, 
Knox  county,  Illinois,  May  2,  1835,  ^"d  is 
a  worth}'  representative  of  one  of  the  most 
prominent  pioneer  families  of  this  section 
of  the  state,  his  parents  being  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Maxwell)  Robertson.  The  father's 
birth  occurred  in  Perth,  Scotland,  but  he 
was  only  six  months  old  when  brought  by 
his  parents  to  America.  From  New  York 
the  family  removed  to  Morgan  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  1817.  They  constructed  a  flatboat 
ill  Pennsylvania,  on  which  they  Loaded  their 
household  goods,  horses  and  cattle,  and  they 
tioated  down  the  Ohio  river  to  Lewiston, 
near  St.  Loui.s.  Going  to  the  land  ofiicc  at 
Di.xon,  Daniel  Robertson  entered  a  tract  of 
government  land  at  Henderson  Grove,  which 


^\•as  said  to  be  the  nicest  grove  in  the  state 
at  that  time.  He  secured  the  deed  to  a 
(luarter-section  of  land  on  section  11,  Hen- 
derson township,  Kuiix  county,  and  his 
brother,  Alexander,  who  died  in  1848,  also 
obtained  at  that  time  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  later  entered  a  quarter-section 
more.  The  father  of  our  subject  lived  at 
what  is  now  Hendersonville,  which  was  a 
thriving  village  before  the  railroad  was  laid 
out,  but  as  the  company  saw  fit  to  lay  their 
Ime  through  Galesburg  and  skip  Henderson- 
ville, the  latter  was  virtually  killed.  He  and 
his  brother  were  the  first  white  men  to  set- 
tie  in  Knox  county.  During  the  Black 
Hawk  war,  the  latter  entered  the  army,  leav- 
ing Daniel  to  care  for  the  home  and  family. 
He  was  well  acquainted  with  Shabbona, 
the  friendly  Indian  of  those  troublesome 
tunes.  Mr.  Robertson  was  reared  in  the 
Scotch  Presb\-terian  faith,  but  never  united 
with  any  church.  While  a  resident  of 
Schuyler  county,  Illinois,  he  was  appointed 
justice  of  the  peace  by  Governor  Edwards 
and  held  the  office  for  some  years.  He  died 
at  his  home  in  Knox  county,  April  6,  1890, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  years,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  a  most 
excellent  woman,  had  died  in  1840,  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Clarkie  (Will- 
iamson) Maxwell.  Her  mother's  people 
came  from  Indiana  to  Illinois  at  a  very  early 
day  and  first  located  in  Sangamon  county, 
but  in  1829  removed  to  Knox  county.  By 
his  first  marriage  Mr.  Robertson  had  five 
children,  namely :  Elizabeth,  the  first  female 
white  child  born  in  Knox  county,  married 
Isaac  Reed,  and  is  now  living  in  this  county 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years;  Alexander 
R.  died  from  the  effects  of  an  accident  Oc- 
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tober  II,  1891,  at  tlie  age  of  fifty-eight 
years;  Thomas  M.,  our  subject,  is  next  in 
order  of  birth;  MaHssa,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  James  Smelser;  Mary  is  the  widow 
of  Robert  Adcock  and  a  resident  of  War- 
ren county,  Illinois.  For  his  second  wife 
the  father  of  these  children  married  Miss 
Jane  Riddle,  who  died  in  Galesburg,  in  1895, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  By  tliat 
union  were  born  six  children,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living:  John  T.,  a  resident  of  Gales- 
burg; James  G.,  who  died  November,  1900, 
at  Marysville,  California;  Amanda,  now 
Mrs.  Briggs,  of  Oklahoma;  and  Harlen,  of 
Indian  territory,  and  Harbin  C,  twins,  liv- 
ing near  Galesburg,  Illinois. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Thomas  M. 
Robertson  were  passed  upon  the  home  farm 
in  Knox  county,  and  he  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  and  his  brother  Alexander  began 
breaking  prairie,  with  three  plows  and  five 
yoke  of  oxen  to  each  plow.  They  broke 
much  of  the  sod  between  Wataga  and  Little 
York,  Mercer  county,  their  largest  day's 
work  being  ten  and  a  (juarter  acres  near 
Wataga,  getting  tun  dollars  and  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  acre.  The  brother  re- 
tired from  the  business  befcjre  our  sul)- 
ject,  who  continued  to  follow  it  for  alxiut 
nine  years.  He  became  the  owner  of 
seventy-seven  acres  of  lantl  in  Knox  town- 
ship, which  he  sold  on  coming  to  Henry 
county  in  1867,  and  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  W'eller  tiiwn- 
ship,  to  which  he  subseciuently  added  tracts 
of  sixty-two.  eighty  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  but  has  since  sold  a  portion 
of  this  land,  though  he  still  retains  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  acres  of  well  improved 
and  valuable  land  on  section  7,  and  one  hun- 
■dred  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half  acres  on 


section  8.  Weller  township.  Upon  these 
farms  he  has  erected  good  and  substantial 
buldngs,  has  placed  the  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivaton  and  otherwise  improved 
them,  until  they  are  now  among  the  most 
desirable  of  their  size  in  that  section  of  the 
county.  He  has  also  owned  land  in  Ne- 
braska. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1858,  Mr.  Rob- 
ertson was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
r\Iarv  J.  Bick,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  May 
17,  1840,  a  daughter  of  Elias  and  Cather- 
ine (Stein)  Bick,  natives  of  Penn.sylvania, 
who  in  1852  removed  to  Knox  county,  Illi- 
nois. Her  father  was  a  successful  merchant 
tailor,  who  did  a  large  business  and  em- 
ployed many  workmen.  He  was  born  Au- 
gust 15,  1813,  and  died  February  24,  1864, 
while  his  wife  was  born  December  i,  1815, 
and  died  February  12,  1852.  Both  were 
devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  kne\v  them.  Mrs.  Robertson  was 
the  eldest  of  their  four  daughters,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  (2)  Alsetta  is  the  wife 
of  William  Collins,  a  railroad  employe  of 
Atchison,  Kansas,  and  tliey  ha\-e  five  chil- 
dren, Frederick,  William,  Forest,  Harry 
and  May.  (3)  Susie  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Thompson,  a  farmer  of  Norton,  Kansas; 
and  they  have  seven  children,  Frederick, 
Charles,  Howard,  Florence,  Cora,  John  and 
Alaude.  (4)  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  John 
Tvlaxwell,  a  farmer  of  Grinnell,,  Iowa,  and 
their  children  are  Catherine,  Jennie,  Atha, 
Cora  and  Charles. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  ]\Ir.  and 
]\Irs.  Robertson,  but  Cora  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years,  and  three  of  the  number  died 
in  infancy.  Those  living  are  Arthur,  on  the 
home  farm ;  Fannie,  wife  of  V.  J.  Poppy, 
a  farmer  of  Weller  township,  this  county. 


ISO 
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by  whom  she  has  one  child.  Jessie:  Harry 
B.,  a  grain  Ijuyer  of  Bishop  Hill,  who  mar- 
ried Hattie  Hunt  and  has  one  child.  Mildred  ; 
and  Carrie,  wife  nf  C.  W.  Xels(.)n,  who  lives 
en  the  home  farm. 

For  many  years  Air.  Robertson  has  been 
identified  with  the  financial  interests  of  Cam- 
bridge, serving  as  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Farmers  National  Bank  since  its  or- 
ganization, in  1882.  and  as  vice-president 
during  that  entire  time  with  the  exception 
of  two  years.  He  is  now  one  of  the  oldest 
bank  officials  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
He  has  also  been  interested  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  some  ten  or  twelve  years.  His 
political  support  is  always  given  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democratic  .party,  and 
while  living  in  the  country  he  served  his  fel- 
low citizens  as  road  commissioner  some  time, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  for 
nine  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
be  was  made  a  :\Iason  in  Hiram  Lodge, 
Henderson,  Illinois.  Being  clemitted  from 
that  lodge,  he  became  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  Oxford  Lodge,  and  later  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  the  lodge  at 
^^'oodhull,  Henry  county.  He  and  his  es- 
timable wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  They  are  widely  and  fa\orably 
known  throughout  the  county,  and  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  no  couple  within  its  borders  are 
more  honored  or  highly  esteemed,  or  more 
justly  deserve  the  high  regard  in  which  they 
are  held  by  all  who  know  them. 


ANDREW  LI.XCOLX. 

The  well-known  and  popular  superin- 
tendent of  the  Swedish  Orphan  Ibmie  in 
Andover  township,  was  born  in  X'einiland. 


Kroppa  Congregation,  Sweden,  April  29, 
1842,  a  son  of  John  and  Maria  (Olson) 
Lindgren.  also  natives  of  that  country,  where 
the  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
died.  The  mother  subsec|uently  came  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  in  Kansas, 
her  death  occurring  in  Linsberg,  that  state, 
January  7,  1893.  Our  subject  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  contin- 
ued to  make  his  home  there  until  his  emigra- 
tion to  America,  in  April.  1869.  On  his 
arri\-al  in  this  country  he  proceeded  to  Kan- 
sas, \\here  he  recei\ed  a  contract  for  stone 
work  on  the  Santa  Fe  railroad.  His  first 
contract  was  around  Emporia  and  Florence 
and  in  that  \-icinity.  He  located  in  Linsberg. 
I\IcPherson  county,  where  he  purchased  two 
hundred  and  fort}-  acres  of  land  and  followed 
farming  for  a  time.  For  twelve  years  he  was 
also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  that 
place,  hauling  the  first  load  of  lumber  from 
Salina  to  that  ])lace.  He  took  up  govern- 
ment land  there,  and  in  his  farming  op- 
erations was  fairlv  successful,  though  he 
met  with  some  re\erses.  caused  principally 
by  the  grasshopper  plague.  While  residing 
in  McPher.son  he  was  a  member  of  the  city 
council  during  which  time  many  improxe- 
ments  were  made.  He  was  also  a  trustee 
of  Bethanv  College,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  school,  a  period  of  sixteen  years,  and 
was  one  of  the  officers  when  the  college 
buildings   were  erected. 

\\"hile  a  resilient  of  Kansas,  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  married,  October  21,  1871,  to  Miss 
Anna  Christine  Johnson,  a  native  of  Sweden, 
and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Julius  L..  who  was  ordained  a  Lu- 
theran minister  in  1S93.  and  is  now  pastor 
of  a  church  at  Jamestown,  New  York; 
David,  an  undertaker  and  embalmer  at 
that   iilacc:   Simon,   who   is   now   attending 
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Rusli  Medical  College  at  Cliicagu ;  Hannah ; 
Selma,  who  is  preparing  herself  for  a  trained 
nurse  in  Chicago;  Carl,  who  is  a  student  in 
Augustana  College;  and  Luther. 

Mr.  Lincoln  continued  to  reside  in 
Kansas  until  September  i,  iHyf).  wiien  he  ac- 
ce]:)te<l  the  superintendency  of  the  Swedish 
Orphan  Home  in  Andover  township,  Henry 
county.  Illinois,  and  removed  to  this  place, 
and  has  since  most  creditably  filled  that  re- 
sponsible position.  This  institution  was  or- 
ganized in  Minnesota  and  belongs  to  the 
Augustana  Synod.  It  is  known  as  the  Swed- 
ish Evangelical  Orphan  Home  and  Sclmol 
and  was  first  located  in  Swedonia,  Mercer 
county,  Illinois,  where  a  building  was  erect- 
ed in  1867  and  dedicated  the  following  year, 
but  in  1869  the  institution  was  transferred 
to  Andover,  Henry  county.  The  first  build- 
ing erected  here  answered  all  purposes  until 
1880,  when  what  is  now  known  as  the  main 
building  was  erected.  The  farm  consists 
of  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  of  which 
three  hundred  acres  are  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  The  farm  is  largely  oper- 
ated by  the  inmates  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  in  1899  they  raised  ten 
thousand  bushels  of  corn  upon  the  place. 
The  first  superintendent,  S.  P.  Lindell,  was 
succeeded  by  John  S.  Swanson,  who  filled 
that  position  for  eight  years.  E.  Hoogner, 
of  Swedonia.  was  then  superintendent  for 
three  years,  and  was  followed  by  (iust  John- 
son for  two  years,  and  J.  E.  Munell  for 
eighteen  months.  Mr.  Lincoln  then  took 
charge  of  affairs,  and  has  most  capably  and 
acceptably  filled  the  office  since  Septemlier, 
1896.  There  are  now  forty  inmates  at  the 
home,  though  the  enrollment  has  been  as 
high  as  sixty-eight.  During  the  school  year 
of  1899-1900.  the  school  was  conducted  in 
English  for  seven  months,  and  in  Swedish 


for  three  months.  The  present  capacity  is 
forty,  and  the  inmates  receive  home  care, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  being  father  and 
mother  to  all. 


GEORGE    J.    SAIITH. 

Among  tl;c  l'?ad:ng  and  representative 
agriculturists  t^f  Western  township,  stalwart 
and  sturdy  tillers  of  the  soil,  there  is  none 
wlio  stands  a  more  prominent  figure  than 
(ieorge  J.  Smith,  whoie  !iome  is  on  section 
T,  where  since  1883  lie  has -successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Kombach,  Ba- 
varia. Germai'y,  on  the  15th  of  October. 
1 85 1,  a  son  of  John  P.  and  Margaret 
(  Grampp)  Smith,  also  natives  of  that  coun- 
try, where  the  father  followed  farming  until 
his  emigration  to  the  new  world  in  1856. 
On  their  arrival  in  this  country  the  family 
first  located  in  .Maryland,  but  a  year  later 
came  to  Illinois,  and  the  father  opened  up 
and  improved  a  farm  in  Long  Point  town- 
ship, Livingston  county,  on  which  he  spent 
his  remaining  days.  He  was  born  in  1805 
and  died  in  January,  1886.  His  wife  died 
about  five  years  later. 

George  J.  Smith  was  about  six  years  cf 
age  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  par- 
ents, and  in  Livingston  county  he  grew  to 
manhood,  aiding  his  father  in  the  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  the  farm,  which  he 
sul:)sequently  purchased.  He  continued  his 
residence  there  until  after  his  marriage,  but 
in  1883  removed  to  Henry  county  and  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  to  the  further  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  which  he  has  since 
devoted   his  energies   with   most  gratifying 
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results.  He  lias  huilt  a  neat  and  sulistantial 
residence,  good  Ijarns  and  other  outbuild- 
ings, has  set  out  an  orchard  and  shade  trees, 
and  has  a  good  system  nf  water  works  op- 
erated b_\-  a  wind  pump.  In  fact,  all  of  the 
conveniences  and  accessories  of  a  model 
farm  are  there  found,  and  the  place  is  one  nf 
the  most  desirable  farms  of  its  size  in  the 
township.  Mr.  Smith  makes  a  specialty  of 
raising  and  feeding  stock  for  market,  and 
atmuaUy  ships  about  four  carloads  of  cattle 
and  the  same  of  hogs,  being  accounted  one 
of  the  most  successful  farmers  and  stock- 
n^en  of  the  county. 

On  the  1 6th  of  Alarcli,  i88j,  in  Henry 
county,  ]\Ir.  Smith  married  [Miss  Carrie 
Smith,  who  was  Ixirn  in  Edford  township, 
Henry  ounty,  a  daughter  of  \\'illiam  Smith, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  cnun- 
ty,  and  impro\-ed  the  farm  on  which  our  sub- 
ject now  resides.  He  was  born  near  Hano- 
ver, Prussia,  in  1822,  and  when  about  twenty 
years  of  age  came  to  the  United  States,  first 
locating  in  Cumljerland,  ^^laryland,  Avhere  lie 
married  Caroline  Emmcrt,  also  of  German 
bn-tli.  In  1S51  they  came  to  Henry  county, 
Illinois,  and  settled  in  Edford  townsbij), 
v,-here  he  purchased  land  and  still  lives.  He 
is  an  extensive  land  owner,  and  at  one  time 
was  the  owner  of  eleven  hundred  acres. 

Having  no  cliildren  of  their  own,  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  adopted  a  daugh- 
ter, Edna  Smith,  who  was  an  orphan.  They 
are  active  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  arc  highb,-  respected 
and  esteemed  ])y  all  who  know  iheni  on  ac- 
count of  their  sterling  worth  and  many  ex- 
cellencies of  character.  In  his  jxililical  \  iews 
]\Ir.  Smith  is  a  stanch  Ke]niblican,  and  has 
supported  every  presidential  nominee  of  that 
party  since  casting  his  first  vote  for  General 


U.  S.  Grant  in  1872.  He  is  now  serving  as 
township  trustee  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 


AMOS  A.  DYAL. 

Among  the  self-made  men  and  honored 
citizens  of  Orion  who  have  kaid  aside  busi- 
ness cares  to  spend  their  declining  years  in 
peace  and  quiet  is  the  suljject  of  this  review, 
who  has  been  a  resident  of  Henry  county 
since  the  ist  of  October,  1856.  A  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Pittsburg  on  the  7th  of  March,  1834,  and  is 
a  son  of  William  H.  and  Eliza  A.  (Stewart) 
Dyal,  both  natives  of  West  Virginia,  though 
their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  the  Key- 
stone state.  The  father  was  born  in  1807, 
and  in  early  life  was  engaged  in  flatboating 
on  the  Ohio  river,  running  coal  barges.  He 
finally  located  on  a  farm  in  Coshocton  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  There  he  died 
in  1 89 1  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four 
years.     The  mother  died  in  1885. 

On  the  home  farm  Amos  Dyal  grew  to 
manhood,  recei\ing  but  limitefl  school  priv- 
ileges in  his  youth.  In  the  fall  of  1856  he 
came  west,  arriving  in  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, on  the  1st  of  October,  and  for  about 
four  years  he  worked  by  the  month  on  the 
farm  of  L.  C.  Welton,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tiers  of  Illinois,  who  came  to  Henry  county 
from  Peoria  county.  Later  he  rented  land 
and  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account 
for  three  or  four  3-ears  in  Osco  and  Andover 
townships.  'In  1862  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  14,  A\'estern  town- 
ship, but  did   not  locate  thereon  imtil   two 
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years  later.  At  time  of  purchase  this  was 
a  wild  tract,  which  Mr.  Dyal  fenced,  broke 
and  improved,  and  as  his  financial  resources 
increased  he  added  to  his  property  from  time 
to  time  until,  he  now  owns  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land, 
which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  improved  with  a  good  set  of 
farm  buildings,  including  a  pleasant  resi- 
dence and  two  barns.  He  raised  and  fed 
considerable  stock  for  market,  and  in  all  his 
undertakings  met  with  a  fair  success. 

In  November,  i860,  in  Henry  county, 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dyal  and 
Miss  Isabella  McFarland,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  and  died 
here  in  1872,  leaving  two  children.  Ida 
Eliza,  the  older,  is  now  the  wife  of  Harry 
]McCleese,  of  Hancock  county,  Iowa,  and 
they  have  seven  children:  Myron,  Clarence. 
Walter,  Bertha,  Isabella,  Ralph  K.  and 
Hazel.  Robert,  the  younger  child  of  our 
subject,  grew  to  manhood  and  married,  but 
died  May  8,  1896.  In  1874  Mr.  Dyal  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mrs.  Marietta  Hovey,  who  was  born  in  New 
York,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  and  engaged  in  teaching 
school  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  died  in 
1889,  and  June  29,  1892,  in  Fayette  county 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Dyal  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  E.  Showalter,  a  native 
of  that  county,  educated  at  George's  Creek 
Academy  and  the  Lock  Ha\-en  Normal 
School,  and  also  a  school  teacher.  Through- 
out his  active  business  life  her  father,  James 
Showalter,  also  followed  that  profession,  but 
is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Smithfield. 
Pennsylvania.  He  belongs  to  an  old  family 
of  that  state. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Dyal  is  inde- 
pendent, but  being  a  strong  temperance  man. 


he  usually  supports  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Prohibition  party.  He  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Baptist  Church  of  Orion,  with 
which  he  holds  membership,  l)ut  she  is  still 
connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Smithfield,  Pennsylvania,  having  been 
reared  in  that  faith.  As  a  citizen  of  Henry 
county,  with  whose  interests  he  has  long 
been  identified,  he  is  highly  respected,  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  his  neighbors  and  friends, 
and  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness judgment.  His  success  in  life  is  due 
entirely  to  his  own  well-directed  efforts,  dil- 
igence and  sagacity.  He  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  Orion,  to  which  place  he  remo\ed  in 
October,  1895,  and  where  he  owns  a  home. 


P.  E.  OSTRAN. 

This  prominent  business  man  of  Cam- 
bridge, Illinois,  who  is  a  member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Ostran,  Hunt  &  Company, 
was  born  in  Sweden  August  31,  1866,  a  son 
of  P.  Ostran  and  Catherine  Ostran.  By 
occupation  the  father  was  a  dairy  farmer, 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  She 
is  still  living  in  Gefle,  Sweden,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years,  but  he  died  in  that  country 
in  1878,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  In  their 
family  were  five  children,  namely:  Mary, 
wife  of  August  Peterson,  of  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut; Anna,  wife  of  N.  L.  Wahlburg,  of 
Cambridge,  Illinois;  P.  E.,  our  subject; 
Christin,  wife  of  C.  Nordstrum,  of  Hart- 
ford. Connecticut;  and  Hannah,  who  lives 
w  ith  her  mother  in  Sweden. 

P.  E.  Ostran  was  reared  and  educated 
ill  his  nati\-e  land,  attending  both  the  com- 
mon schools  and  an  academy.     In  the  spring 
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of  1882,  in  company  with  a  sister,  who  after 
landing  remained  in  Xew  York,  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  and  came  cHrect  to  Cambridge, 
On  his  arrival  here  he  began  clerking  in  a 
store,  and  at  the  same  time  attended  school 
that  he  might  learn  the  English  language. 
He  was  employed  as  clerk  liere  until  the 
fall  of  1887,  when  he  went  to  Kearney,  Ne- 
braska, where  he  held  a  similar  jmsition  un- 
til July  of  the  following  year.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Cambridge  and  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  James  Mascall.  now  deceased,  in 
the  firm  of  Mascall,  \Valline  &  Company, 
for  whom  he  had  previously  worked.  The 
name  was  then  changed  to  W'alliue,  W'en- 
r.erstrum  &  Company,  Mr.  Ostran  being  the 
company,  and  it  remained  such  until  1894, 
when  it  was  again  changed  to  Ostran,  Hunt 
&  Company.  Theirs  is  the  largest  store  in 
Cambridge,  and  they  carr}-  a  full  and 
complete  line  of  general  merchandise,  in 
fact  everything  found  in  a  first  class  es- 
tablishment of  the  kind.  The}'  Iniy  all 
kinds  of  country  produce,  and  conduct  a 
branch  store  at  Ulah,  Illinois,  Besides  the 
memliers  of  the  firm,  employment  is  fur- 
nished six  or  seven  clerks,  and  they  en- 
joy a  very  large  country  and  city  trade, 
V.  hich  is  ciinstantly  increasing. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1888,  Mr. 
Ostran  married  Miss  Delia  Pederson,  who 
was  born  in  Mandal,  Norway,  October  3, 
1864,  a  daughter  of  Ola  and  .\nna  ( Olsen ) 
Pederson,  She  came  with  her  parents  to 
America  in  1871,  and  located  in  Chicago, 
where  tlie  family  were  living  at  the  time  of 
the  great  fire  in  October.  1871.  In  1881 
they  moved  to  Kearney.  Xebraska.  where  the 
father,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  remained  until 
1895,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Cambridge,  but  her  luother  died  May 
9.    1898,   at    the   age  of   sixtv   vears.      .Mrs. 


Ostran  died  of  apoplexy,  July  18,  1900. 
She  was  a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  on  the 
day  of  her  death  a  committee  of  ladies  from 
the  church  met  at  her  house.  She  was 
called  to  the  door  by  a  visitor,  and  a  few 
minutes  after  her  return  to  the  parlor  the 
ladies  noticed  her  unnatural  breathing,  and 
fearing  something_  serious  was  the  matter 
summoned  a  physician  and  her  husband  by 
telephone,  both  arriving  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore her  spirit  took  its  flight.  She  had 
united  with  the  church  in  1891  and  became 
ar.  earnest  and  zealous  worker,  who  loved  the 
church  of  her  choice  with  an  intense  devo- 
tion. Genial  and  pleasant  in  manner,  she 
made  many  friends,  and  was  highly  respect- 
ed by  all  who  knew  her.  After  dinner,  on  the 
day  of  her  death,  while  a])parently  in  per- 
fect health,  she  sat  down  to  the  piano  and 
played  and  sang  stanzas  of  a  song,  the  last 
of  which  was  : 

"In  mansion  of  glory  and  endless  delight. 
I'll  ever  adore  Thee  in  Heaven  so  bright, 
ril   sing  with   the  glittering  crown   on   my 

Ijrow 
If  ever  I  lo\ed  Thee,  my  Jesus,  'tis  now." 

She  was  buried  by  the  Eastern  Star,  of 
which  she  was  a  member. 

Mr.  Ostran  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Alasonic  order,  and  for  several  terms 
lias  been  treasurer  of  the  blue  lodge  at  Cam- 
bridge, He  is  also  a  memljer  of  the  chapter 
at  Kewanee,  Everts  Commandery  of  Rock 
Island,  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter  of  Cam- 
l)ridge,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  Mo- 
hammed Teni])!c  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at 
Peoria.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  ])arty.  and 
b.is    fellow    citizens,    recognizing    his    worth 
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and  al)ility.  have  called  upon  him  to  serve  as 
alderniaii  for  several  terms.  He  has  made 
for  himself  an  honorable  record  in  business, 
and  by  his  well-directed  efforts  has  acquired 
a  handsome  competence.  As  a  citizen,  friend 
and  neighbor  he  is  true  to  every  duty,  ;uid 
justly  merits  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 


ALBERT  PKTI-.RSOX, 

Among  the  representative  farmers  and 
prominent  citizens  of  Andover  township, 
none  stand  higher  in  public  esteem  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Jefferson  county, 
Iowa,  December  2"/,  1861,  his  parents  be- 
ing I'.  ^\.  and  Hadda  Charlotte  (Anderson) 
Johii.son.  the  former  born  in  Xorravi 
Soken,  and  the  latter  in  Asby  Ostergotland, 
Sweden,  where  they  were  reared  and  mar- 
ried. In  i860  they  left  the  mother  country 
and  came  to  the  United  States,  locating 
at  Salina,  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  where  the 
father  purchased  land  and  improved  a  farm, 
making  his  home  there  until  his  death  in 
1869.  His  widow  subsequently  married  John 
Gabrielson,  who  died  September  6,  i8g6. 
She  is  still  living  and  yet  makes  her  home 
in  Jefferson  county,  Iowa.  By  her  first 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  four 
children — Oscar  and  Peter,  who  died  in 
Sweden;  Albert,  our  subject:  and  William, 
£1  resident  of  Aloline,  Illinois.  By  the  sec- 
ond union  there  were  no  children  born.  By 
a  former  union,  John  Gabrielson  had  two 
sons :  Alfred,  deceased,  formerly  a  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Trenton,  Iowa :  and  Henry, 
a  resident  of  Alontana. 

The  primary  education  of  Albert  Peter- 
son was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of 


his  native  county,  where  he  remained  until 
he  was  eleven  years  t)ld,  when  he  came  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  to  make  his  home 
with  an  uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Carlson,  of  Osco  township,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  and  with 
whom  he  lived  until  his  marriage,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of  An- 
dover township,  where  he  has  successfully 
engaged  in  farming.  Shortly  after  attain- 
irg  his  majority,  and  wishing  to  be  better 
prepared  for  the  active  duties  of  life,  he 
took  a  three-months'  course  in  a  business 
college  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  he  feels 
that  the  time  was  well  spent. 

At  Orion,  Illinois,  on  the  16th  of  .\pril, 
1884,  was  celel)rated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Peterson  and  Miss  Emma  Matilda  Young- 
quist,  a  native  of  Western  township,  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  torn  April  16,  1864.  Her 
father,  Jonas  .A..  Youngquist,  was  born  in 
southern  Sweden.  He  lost  his  father  when 
quite  young,  and  his  mother  subsequently^ 
came  to  America  and  spent  her  last  days 
in  Lynn  township.  Henry  county,  where  her 
death  occurred.  Mr.  Youngquist  was  sev- 
enteen years  of  age  when  he  came  to  the 
Cnited  States,  and  in  June,  1854,  came  to 
Andover  township,  Henry  county.  For  one 
year  he  worked  on  the  railroad  south  of 
Galesburg,  and  for  the  same  length  of  time 
was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  by  Daniel 
Mix.  who  lived  south  of  Galesburg,  in  Knox 
county.  After  working  fourteen  months  at 
twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month,  he 
came  to  Andover  and  labored  in  this  locality 
for  seven  years,  during  which  time  he  saved 
enough  from  his  wages  to  purchase  eighty 
acres  of  wild  prairie  land  in  Lynn  town- 
ship. Later  he  sold  that  place  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
^\'estern  township,  which  he  impro\'ed  by 
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the  erection  of  good  and  substantial  build- 
ings. Prospering  in  his  farming  operations, 
he  added  to  his  landed  possessions  from 
time  to  time  until  he  owned  six  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Western  and  Andover 
townships.  At  Andover,  he  was  married, 
February  n,  1862,  to  Miss  Eliza  C.  Lin- 
berg,  who  was  born  in  southern  Sweden, 
September  -29,  1840,  and  who  in  1842  came 
to  the  Cnited  States  with  her  parents,  Swan 
and  Catherine  Linberg.  She  was  third  in 
order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children, 
of  whom  the  two  youngest  died  in  Oxford 
township,  where  the  death  of  the  parents 
also  occurred.  Air.  and  Airs.  Voungquist 
have  five  children:  Emma  AI.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Mary  A.;  Carrie  B. ;  Julia  A.,  and 
Anna  M.  The  family  all  held  membership 
in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  are 
highly  respectetl  and  esteemed  b  yall  who 
know  them.  In  politics  Air.  Youngquist  is 
a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  make  their 
home  in  Cambridge,  Illinois. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  have  one  child, 
Esther,  born  January  26,  1890.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  deacon.  In  politics  he  is  a  thorough  Re- 
publican, and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  party.  He  keeps  well  post- 
ed in  all  the  political  and  current  events  of 
the  day,  and  while  strong  in  his  political 
convictions  he  is  willing  that  others  should 
enjoy  the  same  rights  as  he  claims  from 
them.  He  has  never  been  an  office  seeker, 
but  has  served  efificiently  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  His  interest  in  the  public 
schools  is  shown  by  his  service  in  a  thankless 
position.  As  an  agriculturist,  he  has  always 
kept  aljreast  of  the  times,  with  eyes  open  to 
every  invention  and  suggestion  that  will 
benefit  himself  or  those  in  his  chosen  call- 


ing. He  is  a  frequent  paid  correspondent 
of  some  of  the  leading  agricultural  jour- 
nals of  the  day,  a  fact  that  speaks  volumes 
in  his  favor.  His  private  library  is  worthy 
of  special  mention,  comprising  the  best 
literature  of  the  day,  as  well  as  the  standard 
authors,  found  in  all  carefully  selected  li- 
b'raries.  He  is  the  only  farmer  in  Andover 
township,  and  ix)ssibly  in  Henry  county, 
having  a  library  of  over  five  hundred  vol- 
umes. No  enterprise  of  a  public  nature  that 
is  calculated  to  build  up  his  township  or 
county  but  finds  in  him  a  friend. 


PLINY  FREEAIAN. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Plin}'  Freeman 
was  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  Gene- 
seo,  and  his  possessions  had  been  acquired 
entirely  through  his  own  efforts.  He  had  also 
won  by  an  honorable,  upright  life  an  untar- 
nished name,  and  the  record  which  he  left 
behind  is  one  well  worthy  of  emulation.  He 
was  born  in  Sturbridge,  Worcester  county, 
Alassachusetts,  April  14,  1806,  a  son  of  Pliny 
and  Delia  (Marsh)  Freeman,  and  belonged 
to  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of 
New  England,  tracing  his  ancestry  back  to 
Samuel  Freeman,  who  came  to  America  from 
England  in  1630,  with  Governor  Winthrop, 
and  located  at  Watertown,  or  Newtown, 
Alassachusetts,  where  he  died  in  1638.  He 
left  a  son,  Samuel,  who  was  born  in  Water- 
town,  May  II,  1638,  and  married  Alary 
Southworth  of  Plymouth.  Their  son,  Sam- 
uel Freeman,  was  born  in  1662,  and  in  i()84 
married  Elizabeth  Sparrow,  by  whom  he  had 
a  son  Samuel,  who  was  born  September  i, 
1688,  and  wedded  Mary  Paine.  Their  first 
son.  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Samuel,  was 
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born  X'c)\eniber  22,  1716.  and  married  Mary 
Chubb.  He  was  tlie  first  of  tlie  family  to 
make  his  home  in  Sturl)ridge,  Massachusetts, 
locating  in  what  is  nt)w  the  central  portion 
of  the  \iilage  about  the  middle  of  the  eight- 
eenth century,  the  town  having  been  incor- 
porated I'eliruary  13,  1739.  After  li'is 
death,  iiis  widow,  wlio  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Chubb,  married  again  and  died  in 
1807,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two 
years.  Their  children  were  Benjamin,  Com- 
fort, Jared,  Samuel,  Walter,  Rachel,  Mar- 
tha and  Mary,  twins,  and  Raney.  Of  these, 
Comfort  Freeman,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  August  23,  1750,  and  was 
married,  May  6,  1771,  to  Lucy  Walker,  who 
was  born  in  Sturbridge,  February  13,  1749, 
and  died  August  5,  1832,  while  his  death 
occurred  Decemlaer  4,  1806.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  nine  children. 

Pliny  Freeman,  the  second  son  and  fifth 
child  of  this  family  and  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Sturbridge,  Massachu- 
setts, September  24,  1780,  and  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  liirth  ])lace  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  During  his  active 
business  career  he  followed  the  occupations 
of  farming  and  carpentering.  He  was  one 
of  the  prominent  and  successful-  men  of  the 
community,  served  as  selectman  of  his  town 
for  several  years,  and  was  captain  in  the 
home  militia.  Politically  he  was  identified 
with  the  old  Whig  party.  On  the  5th  of 
October,  1802,  he  married  Miss  Delia  ]\Iarsh, 
a  daughter  of  Silas  and  Deliverance  (FiskJ 
Marsh,  fanning  people  and  life-long  resi- 
dents of  Sturbridge,  where  the  fiirnier  died 
'hi  June,  1836,  the  latter  in  December,  1842. 
Mr.  Marsh  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  Mrs.  Freeman  was  lx)rn  April  2, 
1781,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Stur- 
bridge, March  19,  1839.     The  father  of  our 


subject  died  at  the  home  of  a  daughter  in 
Webster.  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts, 
October  10,  1855.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:  (1)  Silas  Marsh,  born 
August  7,  1803,  married  Maria  Upham  of 
Sturbridge,  and  died  at  Millbury,  INIassachu- 
setts,  November  4,  1880.  His  wife  died  at 
the  same  place.  Their  children  were  Andrew- 
Silas,  Sarah  M.  and  Flora  B.  (2)  Pliny, 
our  subject,  was  next  in  order  of  birth.  (3) 
Beulah,  Ix^rn  in  1807,  married  W'alter  L. 
Rosebrooks,  a  fanner  of  O.xford,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  was  killed  by  lightning  July  5, 
1835.  Their  two  children,  Walter  F.  and 
^slarj-  B.,  are  both  deceased.  (4)  Delia,  born 
April  4,  1810,  became  the  wife  of  J.  S.  W. 
May,  fo  Holland,  Massachusetts,  and  they 
have  had  three  children,  Laura,  Pliny  and 
Comfort.  (5)  Florilla,  born  May  26,  1812, 
was  married  in  1833  to  Bradford  Bayliss,  of 
Southbridge,  Massachusetts,  and  died  at 
Bristol,  Pennsylvania,  November  22,  1876. 
(6)  Augusta,  born  December  25,  181 5,  was 
married  in  1841  to  H.  A.  Perrin,  of  IMassa- 
chusetts,  and  died  January  14,  1873.  Their 
children  were  Ambrose  D.,  Charles  H.  and 
Myra.  (7)  Dwight,  born  in  Worcester 
county,  Massachusetts,  January  15,  1819, 
is  the  only  member  of  the  family  now  living, 
his  home  being  in  Geneseo,  Illinois.  In  1852 
he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Lincoln  Negus,  who 
died  in  Geneseo.  Their  children  w^ere  Isa- 
dora, wiie  of  Joseph  A.  McLaughlin,  of  Gen- 
eseo; Ara1)ella,  wife  of  Robert  T.  Smith,  of 
Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Florence  L.,  wife  of  R. 
W.  Wing,  of  Oakland  California;  and  Fran- 
ces L.,  deceased  wife  of  William  B.  Hunter. 
Reared  on  his  father's  farm,  Mr.  Free- 
man of  this  review  was  given  the  advantages 
of  the  common  schools  of  his  day,  which 
can  hardly  be  compared  to  the  educational 
institutions  which  are  now  the  pride  and 
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"boast  of  Xew  England.  He  was  early  in- 
ured to  hard  work,  and  during  his  youth 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  completing  his 
apprenticeship  with  Loren  ^lerrick.  Believ- 
ing that  the  West  furnished  better  opportu- 
nity for  avancement  than  the  older  states  of 
the  east,  he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three,  having  friends  residing 
in  that  city.  There  he  fnund  employment 
at  his  chosen  occuijation,  l)ut  nut  long  after 
locating  there  he  was  seriously  injured  in  the 
left  knee,  and  was  confined  tij  his  bed  for 
some  months.  He  then  resumed  work  where 
he  had  left  off,  and  for  forty  }-ears  was  iden- 
tified with  the  carpenter's  trade  in  Cleveland, 
his  specialty  being  inside  finish.  In  the 
meantime  he  saved  some  capital  which  he  in- 
vested in  a  small  piece  of  land  near  the  city. 
selling  it  afterward  to  an  advantage. 

During  this  period  Dwight  had  settled 
in  Geneseo,  and  Mr.  Freeman  paid  him  a  vis- 
it in  1853.  at  which  time  he  bought  property 
near  the  village  with  the  intention  of  making 
:t_his  futiire  home,  but  it  was  not  until  the 
fall  of  1869  that  he  located  here.  He  at  once 
identified  himself  with  the  local  interests  and 
assisted  materially  in  building  up  the  cit\-. 
Among  the  permanent  improvements  that 
he  made  was  a  business  lilock  and  hall  which 
bears  his  name. 

On  the  8th  of  September.  1835,  in  Cle\'e- 
land,  (Jhio.  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
~S[r.  Freeman  and  Miss  Marcia  A.  Pricbard. 
v.ho  was  born  in  W'aterbury.  Xew  Haven 
county,  Connecticut.  ApvW  11,  iSif),  a 
daughter  of  Gaines  :ind  Mary  (  Bronson ) 
Priciiard.  In  1820  her  fannly  removed  from 
that  state  to  Ohio,  the  journey  being  made 
A\ith  ;ui  ox  team  and  occupying  six  weeks. 
The  mother  died  in  .\ugnst.  i8ji.  and  a 
m.mth  later  the  father  also  pas.^^ed  away  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  vears.     Her  ances- 


try, however,  were  noted  for  longevity,  and 
during  her  infancy  she  had  six  grandmothers 
living.  Her  grandmother  Pricbard  was 
ninety-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  while  her  maternal  great-grandmother 
lacked  only  a  few  weeks  of  being  one  hun- 
dred when  she  passed  away.  At  the  age  of 
ninety  the  latter  was  as  vigorous  as  a  per- 
son thirty  years  younger.  She  had  her  sec- 
ond sight  and  could  read  and  sew  without 
glasses.  The  male  representatives  of  both 
families  were  principally  farmers,  though 
two  of  Mrs.  Freemen's  cousins  were  Episco- 
pal clergymen,  and  one  a  physician.  Her 
maternal  grandfather.  Gates  Bronson,  was 
born  during  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was 
named  for  the  celebrated  General  Gates.  His 
father.  ^lichael  Bronson,  served  as  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Continental  army  and  also  did 
the  duty  of  an  adjutant.  He  never  applied 
for  a  pension,  but  after  his  death  his  wife  re- 
ceived about  two  Inuidred  dollars  annually 
from  the  go\-ernment. 

On  coming  west  it  was  the  intention  of 
^h■.  Freeman  to  lay  aside  business  cares  and 
live  a  retired  life,  but  he  was  much  too  ener- 
getic a  man  to  enjoy  such  a  life,  and  became 
actively  identified  with  different  enterprises. 
He  took  considerable  interest  in  fruit  cult- 
ure. Although  he  was  intensely  a  public- 
spirited  man  and  an  advocate  of  all  that  tends 
to  advance  and  impro\e  the  community  in 
which  he  lived,  he  did  not  care  for  public 
office.  He  died  in  Geneseo  on  Friday,  Xo- 
\-enilier  2,  1894,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years,  six  months  and  eighteen  days.  He 
\v;is  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  good  business 
ability  and  great  energy,  and  ci>mmanded 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  coiitact,  either  in  business  or  so- 
cial life.  He  was  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Protestant  Ejjiscopal  Church 
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and  a  constant  attendant  upon  its  services. 
His  widow  is  also  a  conimrnicant  of  tliat 
church,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  its  work. 
She  is  a  woman  of  manj^  excellent  traits  of 
character  which  have  endeared  her  to  the 
entire  community,  and  she  is  held  in  high  re- 
gard hy  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 


FRAXK  \V.  DLR.M.WX. 

This  well-known  farmer,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 28,  Colona  township,  Henry  county,  is 
a  native  of  Illinois,  his  hirth  having  occurred 
iu  Rock  Island  county  October  21.  1H47. 
His  father.  Joseph  Durmann.  was  born  in 
Bavaria,  (iermany.  December  15,  1813.  and 
when  a  young  man  emigrated  to  .\merica. 
In  April,  1845,  '^^  ^^'^s  married  in  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  to  Miss  Amanda  Killing,  also  a 
native  of  Germany,  though  she  was  reared  in 
Davenport.  Mr.  Durmann  followed  the 
cooper's  trade  in  Rock  Island  for  some  years, 
and  then  located  on  a  farm  in  Rock  Island 
county,  to  the  cultivatiim  of  which,  he  de- 
V(_)ted  his  time  and  attention  until  1867, 
when  he  removed  to  Colona  townsliip.  Henry 
county,  and  purchased  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  making  it  his  home  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  in  March,  1805. 
In  his  family  were  fi\-e  children,  four  sons 
and  one  daughter,  of  whom  our  subject  is 
the  eldest.  Josejih,  John  and  \\'illiam  are 
all  substantial  farmers  of  Colona  townshiii: 
and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Patrick  McKee,  a 
farmer  of  Rock  Islantl  countw 

F.  W".  Durmann  was  a  young  man  of 
about  eighteen  years  when  he  came  to  Henry 
county  with  his  father,  and  in  the  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  he 
bore  an  active  part.     On  Thanksgiving  day, 


Xovember  24,  1870,  he  was  married  in  Rock 
Island  county  to  Miss  Josephine  Davis,  who 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Rock  Island  on  the 
same  street  where  our  subject's  birth  oc- 
curred. Her  father  was  John  C.  Davis,  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  a  son  of  Garry 
Davis,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Rock 
Island  county,  and  built  and  conducted  the 
first  hotel  at  Milan,  then  Camden  Mills. 
There  her  father  grew  to  manhood  and  mar- 
ried Jane  Renfrow,  who  was  born  in  Illinois, 
her  father,  Absolam  Renfrow,  being  also  an 
early  settler  of  Rock  Island  county,  and  the 
first  cabinet  maker  and  undertaker  of  Rock 
Island. 

Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Durmann  began  their  do- 
mestic life  on  a  farm  where  they  now  re- 
side, and  consisting  of  eightv  acres  of  well- 
improved  land.  He  has  built  a  neat  and  com- 
fortable residence,  and  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  wife  has 
bceu  blessed  with  five  sons,  namely:  Burd 
C,  Louis  A.,  Ray,  John  D.  and  Harry  \V. 

In  ])olitics  Mr.  Durmann  is  a  Jefferson- 
inn  Democrat,  and  at  national  elections  al- 
ways supports  that  party,  though  he  usually 
votes  independent  of  party  lines  in  local  af- 
fairs where  no  issue  is  involved.  He  served 
two  terms  as  township  collector,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board  some  years, 
but  has  never  sought  jjolitical  honors,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business  interests.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Home  Forum,  and  relig- 
iously both  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
They  have  witnessed  almost  the  entire 
growth  and  development  of  this  section  of 
the  state,  and  are  justly  deserving  of  promi- 
nent mention  among  its  honored  pioneers 
and  worthy  citizens. 
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SWEDISH  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH. 

At  an  early  clay  a  large  Swedish  culony 
was  founded  at  Andover,  and  it  soon  he- 
came  necessary  to  found  a  church  at  that 
place.  Accordingly  the  Swedish  Evangeli- 
cal Church  was  organized  on  the  i8th  of 
March,  1850,  with  ten  communicants.  The 
first  of  tlie  Swedish  colony  to  locate  in  An- 
dover was  Swan  Kelson,  who  took  up  his 
residence  here  in  1840.  Init  in  1847  ^ve  find 
that  only  a  few  families  had  settled  here. 
V\'hen  Juhn  A.  Larson  arrived  in  1848  land 
could  still  be  purchased  at  the  government 
price  of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre, 
and  ten  acres  was  considered  sufficient  for  a 
familv.  The  village  was  laid  out  at  that 
time. 

The  Rev.  L.  P.  Esbgurn  arri\'ed  in  An- 
dover Octdber  -'4.  1849,  being  sent  as  a 
missionary  from  Sweden.  He  was  a  well- 
educated  man,  and  the  first  winter  spent  here 
he  instructed  the  young  people  in  algebra  and 
other  studies.  The  church  was  organized  by 
him  on  the  i8tli  of  March,  1850,  with  twenty 
n;embers,  as  previously  stated,  but  five  days 
later  the  membership  was  increased  to  thirty- 
five.  He  seT\-ed  as  pastor  until  1856,  dur- 
ing which  time  a  small  brick  building  was 
erected  according  to  plans  given  Iiy  the 
company  in  Xew  ^'ork  who  located  the  col- 
ony here  and  gave  to  the  church  ten  acres  of 
land.  'J"he  church  was  built  by  donations, 
Jenny  Lind,  the  famous  singer  known  as 
the  Swedish  nightingale,  giving  the  most 
towards  its  erection.  When  Mr.  I'^sljgorn 
left  the  church  had  a  membership  of  three 
hundred,  but  Ijeing  without  a  pastor  for  two 
years  the  membershii)  decreased.  Acce])t- 
ing  a  call  from  the  church  Rev.  Jonas  Swen- 
son  became  resident  pastor  in  the  fall  of 
1858,  and  being  a  strong  man   the  congre- 


gation increased  so  rapidly  that  it  was  found 
necessarv  to  build  a  more  commodious 
church  edifice  in  1867.  It  is  to-day  the  larg- 
est Protestant  church  in  Henry  county,  the 
seating  capacity  being  tweKe  hundred.  At 
that  time  the  membership  was  over  one 
thousand.  l:)ut  since  railroads  have  been  laid 
out  in  all  directions  other  churches  ha\e 
sprung  up  at  different  places  which  have 
taken  members  from  the  parent  church, 
though  the  congregation  at  Ando\'er  still 
numbers  o\-er  eight  hundred. 

In  1863  Rev.  Esbgorn  returned  to  Swe- 
den, where  he  was  given  a  large  pastorate 
over  about  eight  thousand,  and  there  he  died 
in  1870.  Rev.  James  Swenson,  who  was 
also  a  highly  educated  man,  was  pastor  of 
the  church  at  Andover  for  fifteen  years,  and 
died  at  this  place  on  the  20th  of  December. 
1873.  The  congregation  here  reared  a  mon- 
ument to  his  memor}',  costing  five  hunilred 
dollars.  On  the  13th  of  October,  1875,  Rev. 
E.  Carlson  became  pastor,  and  was  in  charge 
here  for  twelve  years.  He  was  promoted  and 
given  the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  1892,  and  during 
the  vacancy  from  1873  to  1875  the  congre- 
gation w^s  given  a  supply.  In  1887,  Re\-. 
V.  Setterdahl  became  pastor,  and  is  yet  serv- 
ing the  church  in  a  most  acceptable  manner. 


ANDREW  PETER  FRAGD. 

Among  Andover  township's  most  infiu- 
ential  and  prominent  citizens  is  A.  P.  Fragd 
who  is  now  so  efficiently  serving  as  super- 
visor of  the  township.  He  was  born  in  Kal" 
merlan.  Central  Sweden,  on  the  22nd  of 
Sc])tcmljer,  1852,  and  was  five  years  old 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents, 
John  and  .\nn   (Peterson)   Fragd,  also  na- 
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lives  of  Sweden.  The  family  took  passage 
on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Liverpool,  and  after  a 
voyage  of  seven  weeks'  duration  landed  in 
New  York,  whence  they  came  direct  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  locating  in  Andover 
township,  where  the  father  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  his  native  country  he  served  fifteen  years 
in  the  standing  army,  serving  up  to  the  time 
of  his  emigration  to  the  United  States,  in 
1857.  He  was  an  ardent  Republican  in  pol- 
itics and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  earnest 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  The  father  died  the  latter  part  of 
May,  1 89 1,  and  the  mother  ten  weeks  later. 
They  were  among  the  honored  pioneers  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Andover  town- 
ship. Their  children  were  Caroline,  now 
deceased;  Sophia,  wife  of  Captain  Anderson' 
of  Iowa;  Lottie:  Augusta;  Christine,  de- 
ceased; Andrew  P.,  and  August,  a  resident 
of  Chicago. 

Reared  in  Andover,  our  subject  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  that  village,  and  since 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising 
in  Andover  township.  In  1875  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Ander- 
son, also  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Anderson,  who  lives  at  Osco. 
By  this  union  were  born  eight  children, 
namely:  Sherman,  who  died  October  8, 
1900;  Anna,  Esther,  Elmer,  Walter  and  Eda, 
all  at  home;  and  Mary  and  Esly,  both  de- 
ceased. The  wife  and  mother  died  in  An- 
dover in  1896,  and  two  years  later  Mr. 
Fragd  wedded  IMrs.  Mary  Davis,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  .widow  of  William 
Davis,  who  was  an  early  settler  and  large 
land  owner  of  Andover  township,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  his  death,  August  17, 
1894.     Mrs.  Fragd  was  born  in  Kiskimini- 


tus,  Armstrong  county,  Pennsylvania,  De- 
cember 18,  1836,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
George  \\'.  and  Rachel  (Starry)  Dun- 
Uiire.  Her  father  was  a  son  of  Solomon 
Dunmire,  a  native  of  Germany,  while 
her  mother  was  a  native  of  Armstrong 
county,  Pennsylvania,  but  of  German  an- 
cestry. In  1850  her  father  came  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  and  located  in  Wiestern 
township,  where  he  purchased  unimproved 
land  and  opened  up  a  farm,  which  was  his 
home  until  his  removal  to  Butler  county, 
Kansas,  in  1875,  where  his  death  occurred 
some  seven  years  ago.  His  wife  died  in 
Pennsylvania  when  Mrs.  Fragd  was  an  in- 
fant. The  latter  accompanied  her  father  to 
Henry  county  and  remained  with  him  until 
her  marriage  to  William  Davis,  in  March, 
1862.  Her  education  was  principally  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  her  native  state,  but 
she  attended  the  schools  of  Western  town- 
ship for  a  time  after  the  removal  of  the 
family.  William  Davis  was  born  in  Ireland,, 
and  when  less  than  eighteen  years  old  came 
to  the  United  States  and  direct  to  Andover 
township,  Henry  county,  where  he  first 
worked  as  a  farm  hand.  Later  he  purchased 
land,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  August 
14,  1894,  he  was  a  well-to-do  man.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

As  a  Republican  Mr.  Fragd  has  e\er 
taken  a  ^■ery  active  and  prominent  part  in 
local  ijolitics,  and  has  been  honored  with 
several  official  positions  of  responsibility  and 
trust.  For  the  long  period  of  twenty  years 
he  has  been  a  public  official  of  Andover 
township.  He  was  commissioner  of  high- 
v/ays  fourteen  years,  during  which  time 
many  iron  bridges  were  constructed  in  his 
township,  and  the  first  road  graders  owned 
by  the  township  were  purchased.     He  was 
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assessor  some  seven  or  eight  years,  and 
since  1897  has  held  the  office  of  supervisor 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
He  takes  a  commendahle  interest  in  countv, 
state  and  national  politics,  and  gives  his 
.support  to  all  measures  which  he  helieve^ 
will  prove  of  public  henefit.  As  a  meml)er 
<if  the  township  central  committee  of  his 
])arty  he  has  rendered  considerable  service. 
Socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Cambridge,  and  re- 
Jigiously  holds  membershii)  in  the  Lutheran 
Church  of  Andover. 


REV.    VICTOR    SETTERDAHL. 

For  thirteen  years  Rev.  A'ictor  Setter- 
itlahl  has  been  pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran Church  at  Andover,  during  which 
time  he  has  ministered  faithfully  to  the  spir- 
itual needs  of  his  people  and  given  powerful 
and  effective  aid  to  all  influences  which  work 
for  the  advancement  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  Ostergoetland,  Sweden, 
JcUiuary  20,  1844,  a  son  of  AI.  Anderson  and 
his  wife  Catherine  Larson,  wdio  lived  and 
ilied  in  that  country.  Our  subject  took  his 
name  from  his  old  home  in  Sweden,  where 
.he  was  reared  and  educated. 

In  1864  Mr.  Setterdahl  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  following  year  en- 
tered Augustana  College  at  Paxton,  Illinois, 
where  he  to(jk  the  seminary  course  and  was 
graduated  in  1873.  I'rtim  June  of  that  year 
mitil  June.  1874,  he  was  iiastor  of  a  church 
ai  Rock  Island.  He  then  took  charge  of 
the  church  at  Orion,  Henry  county,  becom- 
ing its  first  pastor,  and  built  up  the  congre- 
gation until  it  numbered  three  hundred  and 
jortv-five  communicants.      Prior  to  comint;- 


to  Andover  he  was  connected  with  the 
churches  at  Lockport  and  Joliet,  Illinois,  as 
pastor,  for  three  years,  and  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  churches  did  mission  work 
in  those  cities.  In  1887  he  accepted  a  call 
from  the  church  at  Andover,  and  has  since 
remained  at  this  place.  The  church  here  has 
had  a  remarkable  career,  and  from  it  seven 
churches  have  branched  off — Swedonia, 
Xew  \A'indsor,  \\'oodhull,  Orion,  Cam- 
bridge, Oppheim  and  Cable.  Its  elegant 
house  of  worship  "here  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  It  was  sup- 
plied w^th  a  pipe  organ  in  1874,  at  a  C(,)st 
four  thousand  dollars.  In  1875  the  par- 
sonage was  built.  This  is  the  oldest  church 
in  Augustana  Synod,  and  one  of  the  largest 
country  churches  in  the  cijuntry.  A  summer 
school  of  twi.i  uKjnths  is  held  here  each  year. 
There  are  ten  acres  of  land  attached  to  both 
church  and  parsonage. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1874,  in  Mercer 
county,  Illinois,  Mr.  Setterdahl  married  Miss 
Albertina  Larson,  who  was  born  in  that 
county  in  1853,  and  after  her  graduation  at 
the  high  school  in  Galesburg  she  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  in  her  native  coun- 
ty for  a  time.  Her  parents  were  Gustaf  and 
Catharine  Larson.  Her  father  was  Ijorn  in 
Sweden,  and  became  a  resident  of  Mercer 
county,  Illinois,  in  1850.  He  died  in  1870, 
and  his  wife  passed  away,in  1893.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Setterdahl  have  five  children.  \'ictor 
E.,  now  engaged  as  a  bookkeeper  in  Chicago, 
i^  a  graduate  of  Augustana  College.  He  was 
married  Fel)ruary  2,  1898,  to  Miss  lulith 
Hanaway,  of  Aleadville,  Peimsylvania,  but 
of  Scotch  descent.  Etta,  also  a  graduate  of 
Augustana  College,  was  for  a  time  a  stu- 
dent of  music  of  the  Conservatory  of  Music 
of  Rock  Island,  Illinois.  She  is  now  a  teach- 
er in  the  village  school  in  Andover,  and  is 
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organist  for  the  church.     Fred,  \'iolet  and 
Xaomi  complete  the  family. 

For  twenty-tliree  years  Mr.  Setterdalil 
has  heen  connected  with  ministerial  work  in 
Henry  county,  and  his  lahors  have  heen 
crowned  with  success.  Revered  and  lo\ed 
hy  his  own  congregation,  he  has  also  won 
the  honor  and  esteem  of  all  others  who  lia\e 
seen  his  devotion  to  his  noble  calling. 


PETER  WESTERLl'XD. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  of  Henry  coun- 
ty is  Peter  \\'esterlund,  now  retired  from 
business  activities  and  quietly  enjoying  the 
income  which  he  accumulated  in  former 
years.  Fur  many  years  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  farming  in  W'estern  township, 
where  he  still  owns  a  valuable  place  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  within  three  miles 
of  Orion,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
that  village. 

Mr.  \\'esterlund  was  born  in  Sweden. 
August  21,  1839,  and  was  ele\en  years  of 
age  when,  in  1850,  he  came  with  his  father 
to  the  new  world  and  took  up  his  residence 
ill  Henry  county.  After  living  for  two  years 
in  Andover  township  the  father  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  government  land 
in  Lynn  township,  in  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  w^hich  our  subject  bore  an  act- 
ive part  until  reaching  man's  estate.  He  be- 
gan his  education  in  his  native  land,  and 
later  attended  the  schools  of  Ando\er  and 
Lynn  townships  for  a  time. 

Leaving  home  in  1859,  Mr.  Westerlund 
■went  to  Pikes  Peak  with  ox  and  mule  teams, 
and  after  prospecting  in  the  mountains  for 
some  time  went  to  Denver  September  4  of 
the  same  year.     The  first  house,  where  now 


stands  the  city,  was  then  being  erected. 
From  there  he  proceeded  south  to  Fort  Albu- 
cjuerque,  New  Mexico,  but  not  being  pleased 
with  the  country,  he  and  his  companions 
sold  their  three  wagons  and  oxen  and  float- 
ed down  the  Rio  Grande  river  to  El  Paso, 
Mexico,  passing  numerous  rapids  and  hav- 
ing exciting  adventures.  Selling  their  skifTs 
tiiey  went  with  some  freight  trains  to  San 
-Vntonio,  and  then  started  for  Jefferson  City 
(ir.  f(X)t,  carrying  with  them  their  luggage, 
a  distance  of  one  thousand  miles.  On  reach- 
ing Quitman  Mr.  Westerlund  secured  work 
al  getting  out  timber  for  the  sawmills,  and 
was  thus  employed  for  two  months.  He 
then  went  to  Jefferson,  Texas,  where  he  spent 
the  summer  at  work  in  a  brick  yard,  and  in 
the  fall  of  i860  he  and  his  associates  started 
north,  arriving  home  in  November  of  that 
year. 

The  following  spring  ^Nlr.  Westerlund, 
with  others,  established  a  brick  yard  at 
Woodhull,  which  they  operated  one  season, 
but  he  then  sold  his  interest  in  the  business 
and  took  charge  of  the  old  home  farm,  which 
he  carried  on  until  1865.  He  then  bought  his 
first  property,  consisting  of  eighty  acres  of 
wild  prairie  land,  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  all 
in  one  body.  This  he  has  divided  into  two 
farms,  has  erected  thereon  two  sets  of  good 
farm  buildings,  and  has  placed  the  land  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation.  These  places 
are  now  successfully  operated  by  his  scmis, 
while  he  practically  lives  a  retired  life  in 
Orion,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since 
the  spring  of  1897,  owning  a  good  residence 
in  that  place.  He  is  now  vice-president  and 
one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Orion,  having  been  elected  to  that  office 
on  the   reorganization   of   the  bank.      The 
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bank  was  first  started  by  our  subject  and  his 
sons,  associated  with  two  others,  as  a  private 
bank. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1863,  in  Henry 
county,  Mr.  W'esterkuid  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Eleanora  Hultman,  who  was 
also  born  in  Sweden,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  when  a  young  lady.  They  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
\\'illiam,  who  is  married  and  engaged  in 
business  in  Chicago;  John  A.,  a  business  man 
of  Alabama;  May,  wife  of  Dr.  I\Iagnuson, 
a  dentist  of  Orion;  Arndt  L.,  on  the  old 
homestead;  and  Perry  E.,  also  on  the  farm; 
both  are  married. 

Mr.  Westerlund  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864,  being  in 
Texas  in  i860,  and  has  since  been  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  its 
principles.  Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Orion, 
and  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  many  of  the  best 
homes  of  the  village.  His  success  in  life 
has  been  worthily  achieved,  and  his  career 
demonstrates  what  may  be  accomplished 
througl:  energy,  careful  management,  keen 
foresight  and  the  utilization  of  the  powers 
with  which  nature  has  endowed  one,  and 
the  opportunities  with  which  the  times  sur- 
round him. 


DAVID  CLINTON  TOMLINSON. 

Among  the  successful,  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  Henry  county  is  D.  Clin- 
ton Tomlinson,  who  has  been  a  resident  of 
the  county  since  1857,  and  now  resides  on 
section  20,  Osco  township.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Plolly,  Oakland  county,  Michigan, 
August  17,  1844,  his  parents  being  D.  S.  and 
Hannah    (Winegar)    Tomlinson,   both   na- 


tives of  New  York,  the  former  born  in  18 10, 
the  latter  in  1807.  After  their  marriage 
they  moved  to  Michigan  about  1837,  and 
first  located  in  Genesee  county,  but  later  set- 
tled in  Oakland  county,  where  the  father 
owned  and  operated  a  farm.  On  disposing 
of  that  place,  in  1857,  he  came  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois.  Mr.  Tomlinson  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Osco  township, 
which  he  improved,  and  throughout  life  fol- 
lowed general  farming.  He  died  on  his  farm 
ir  October,  1883,  having  survived  his  wife 
twelve  years,  as  her  death  occurred  April 
14,  1871.  By  his  ballot  he  always  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  edu- 
cational affairs.  His  children  were  Jennie 
H.,  now  the  widow  of  \Mlliam  Perkins  and 
a  resident  of  Buffalo,  New  York ;  Catherine, 
wife  of  George  Thomas,  a  farmer  of  Shelby 
county,  Missouri;  Ellen,  deceased  wife  of 
John  Beers,  a  resident  of  Osco  township, 
this  county;  D.  Clinton,  our  subject;  and 
William  H.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead 
on  section   11,  Osco  township. 

!Mr.  Tomlinson,  of  this  review,  began  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  ]Michi- 
gan,  and  after  coming  to  this  county  with 
his  parents,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  he 
attended  school  for  a  time.  He  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  while  assisting 
his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  acquired 
an  excellent  knowledge  of  its  labors.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  began  work  for  himself, 
though  he  made  his  home  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage,  October  i,  1871,  ^Irs. 
Caroline  D.  (Harper)  Geer  becoming  his 
wife.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  three 
children,  namely:  (i)  Pearl  G.  is  the  wife 
of  William  McNeill,  wIki  is  running  a  cream- 
ery in  Prophetstown,  Illinois,  and  they  have 
four  children.  Tune,  Leola,  Arneda  and  \'a- 
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<la.  (2)  Jessie  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Pur- 
viance,  proprietor  of  a  laundry  and  bottling 
works  at  Wyoming,  Illinois,  and  they  have 
five  children,  Leroy,  Edith,  Grace,  Carol  and 
Charles.  (3)  Grace  is  the  wife  of  George 
Reese,  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Proph- 
etstown,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ralph 
and  Avis.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tomlinson  are  as  follows:  (i)  Albert 
C,  who  is  engaged  in  fanning  on  his  father's 
land  in  Cambridge  township,  married  Sarah 
Neville,  and  they  have  two  children,  Gwen- 
dolin  and  Duane  C.  (2)  Mabeh  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Arnett,  a  farmer  of  Penora,  Guth- 
rie county,  Iowa.  (3)  Duane  S.  married 
Esther  C.  Fragd  and  lives  at  home.  Mrs. 
Tomlinson  was  born  in  New  York,  .\pril 
13,  1839,  ^^'^  died  on  the  home  place  in 
Osco  township,  this  county,  November  6, 
1899.  On  leaving  her  native  state  she  went 
to  \Msconsin,  and  after  spending  one  year 
there  came  to  Illinois  in  1857,  living  for  a 
time  in  Whiteside  county,  and  later  in  Gen- 
eseo,  this  county.  She  was  of  a  willing  dis- 
position, and  to  her  our  subject  attributes 
much  of  his  success  in  life,  for  she  aided  him 
much  by  her  encouragement  and  supi>ort. 
Pleasant  arid  agreeable  in  manner,  she  made 
many  frieiids,  and  was  highly  respected  and 
•esteemed  bt'all  who  knew  her. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Tom- 
linson located  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides,  his  \vife  there  owning  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  20,  Osco  township. 
He  has  made  many  improvements  upon  the 
place,  and  has  added  to  his  landed  posses- 
sions, having  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  rich  and  arable  land  on  sections  13  and  24, 
Cambridge  township.  He  has  always  fol- 
lowed general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
making  a  specialty  of  hogs,  and  in  his  busi- 
ness undertakings  has  steadily  prospered  un- 


til he  is  now  one  of  the  most  substantial  men 
of  his  community. 

As  a  Republican  Mr.  Tomlinson  has  been 
quite  prominently  identified  with  political 
afifairs,  and  is  a  recognized  leader  of  the  party 
in  his  community.  For  nine  consecutive 
years  he  served  as  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship, and  later  filled  the  same  oflice  for 
four  years,  always  serving  the  people  to 
the  best  of  his  ability.  \Miile  he  held 
that  office  the  court  house  was  in  course 
of  constructit)n.  He  was  also  officially 
connected  with  the  schools  of  his  town- 
ship for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  al- 
ways given  his  support  to  church  work. 
Over  his  life  record  there  falls  no  shadow  of 
wrong;  his  public  service  was  most  exem- 
plary; and  his  private  life  lias  been  marked 
by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  dut)'. 


ANDREW  P.  JOHNSON. 

Andrew  P.  Johnson  is  a  successful  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Orion,  of  whose  skill 
many  notable  examples  are  to  be  seen 
throughout  Henry  and  Rock  Island  coun- 
ties. Thoroughly  reliable  in  all  things,  the 
quality  of  his  work  is  a  convincing  test  of 
his  own  personal  worth  and  the  same  ad- 
mirable trait  is  shown  in  his  conscientious 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  different  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility  to  which  he  has 
been  chosen  in  business  and   political  life. 

iMr.  Johnson  was  born  on  the  30th  of 
August,  1843,  in  Sweden,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  learned  the  carpenter's 
and  joiner's  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
that  country  for  some  years.  '  In  1869  he 
emigrated  to  America,  his  destination  being 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  some  friends  of  his 
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from  Sweden  ha\ing  pre\'iou.slv  located  in 
Western  township.  For  about  nine  years 
he  engaged  in  farming  upon  rented  land, 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  his  trade, 
being  engaged  in  contracting  and  building 
for  the  past  twenty  years.  He  has  erected 
many  of  the  business  houses,  residences, 
barns  and  other  buildings  in  this  section  of 
the  state.  In  1895  he  also  opened  a  lumber 
yard,  which  he  has  since  successfully  con- 
ducted, carrying  a  good  supply  of  lumber  and 
all  kinds  of  building  material,  as  well  as 
coal,  tile,  etc.,  and  he  has  already  built  up 
an  excellent  trade. 

On  the  /th  of  June,  1873,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnson  and  IMiss  Au- 
gusta Magdalina  Lunguin,  who  was  also 
born  and  reared  in  Sweden.  They  have  a 
family  of  three  children :  Louise,  now  the 
wife  of  B.  S.  ]\Iillett,  of  Jewell  Junction, 
Iowa:  Alarie,  at  home;  and  Arthur  C,  who 
assists  his  father  in  business. 

In  his  political  affiliations  "Sir.  Johnson 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  cast  his  first 
presidential  ballot  for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes, 
but  has  never  taken  a  very  active  part  in 
lX)litical  affairs,  though  he  is  now  most 
capably  serving  as  a  member  of  the  town 
board.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  know  them.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  \illage  board 
April,  1900,  since  which  time  the  electric 
hght  has  been  installed. 


REGIXALD  HEBER  HINMAX. 

For  many  years  this  gentleman  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricult- 
ural interests  of  this  countv,  but  is  now  liv- 


ing a  retired  life  in  Cambridge,  where  he 
is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life, 
which  were  secured  by  former  years  of  toil. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  Hart- 
ford county,  Connecticut,  February  4,  1828, 
and  comes  of  good  old  colonial  stock.  His 
parents,  Willis  and  Olive  (Atwater)  Hin- 
man,  were  also  natives  of  the  Nutmeg  state, 
as  were  also  his  grandparents.  His  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Isaac  Atwater.  fought 
for  American  independence  as  a  private  in 
the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolution- 
arv  war.  The  paternal  grandfather.  Phile- 
mon Hinman,  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  house 
carpenter  in  Connecticut. 

Willis  Hinman,  our  subject's  father,  also 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  clock  mak- 
ing in  Connecticut,  from  which  state  he  re- 
moved to  Miami  county,  Ohio.  With  the 
view  of  locating  farther  west,  he  came  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  December,  1850, 
and  being  pleased  with  this  region,  he  re- 
turned for  his  family,  who  took  up  their 
residence  in  Osco  township  the  following 
May.  Most  of  the  county  at  that  time  was 
government  land,  and  deer,  prairie  chickens 
and  other  wild  game  was  plentiful.  Willis 
Hinman  engaged  in  farming  in  Osco  town- 
ship until  1858,  when  he  removed  to  Gen- 
eseo,  and  later  to  Cambridge.  He  w-as  born 
July  8,  1798.  and  died  September  18,  1888, 
while  his  wife  was  born  February  8,  1799, 
and  died  April  21,  1889.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  high- 
ly respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
them.  Of  their  seven  children  three  reached 
years  of  maturity,  namely:  Clarissa,  who 
married  Nelson  Gaines,  of  Geneseo,  and  died 
in  1877,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years;  Reg- 
inald H.,  our  subject:  and  William,  who 
was  I)orn  in  1833,  and  died  in  1892.  He 
served  as  sergeant  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
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Twelfth  Illinois  \'oluiiteer  Infantry  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Townsend,  now  a  resident  of  Cambridge. 

In  the  town  of  his  nativity  Reginald  H. 
Hinman  spent  the  first  years  of  his  life  and 
then  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Miami  county,  Ohio.  He  attend- 
ed school  in  Troy,  that  state,  and  when 
his  education  was  completed  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  with  his  father.  .\t  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  and  to  that  pursuit  he  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  his  active  business  life. 
Coming  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1851,  he  has  since  resided  here,  and 
was  actively  engaged  in  farming  in  Osco 
township  for  many  years,  raising  princi- 
pally corn,  oats  and  stock,  but  is  now  rest- 
ing from  his  labors  at  his  comfortable  home 
in  Cambridge,  though  he  still  owns  a 
quarter-section  of  land  in  Osco  township, 
W'hich  was  entered  from  the  government 
by  his  father  in  1851,  and  also  has  one 
hundred  acres  in  Cambridge  township. 

Mr.  Hinman  was  married,  October  8, 
1852,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Miller,  of  Miami 
county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Christley  and 
Hannah  (Wright)  IMiller,  of  Troy,  that 
state.  By  this  union  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, namely :  ( i )  William  Elliott,  who  car- 
ries on  a  fruit  ranch  and  is  also  engaged 
in  the  feed  and  grain  business  at  Pamona, 
California,  married  Nora  Xolind,  and  has 
three  children,  Frances  E.,  Susan  and  Harry 
H.  (2)  Frank  M.,  a  resident  of  Allentown, 
Pennsylvania,  married  Lilly  Miller  and  has 
three  children.  May,  Ralph  and  Ethel.  (3) 
Jennie  M.  died  in  March,  1877,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years,  and  the  mother  of 
these  children  passed  away  September  20, 
1867,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three.  Both 
mother  and  daughter  were  active  and  con- 


sistent members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
On  the  8th  of  October,  1868.  Mr.  Hin- 
man was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Susan 
Corl,  who  was  born  in  Germantown,  Bucks 
county,  I'ennsylvania,  May  2,  1832,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Fraley)  Combs, 
natives  of  the  same  place.  Her  father,  who 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1852,  and  died  here  in  1859.  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years,  while  his  wife  (Hed  in  the 
spring  of  1852,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight.. 
Both  were  earnest  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  and  most  estimable  people.  Be- 
sides Mrs.  Hinman  they  had  another  daugh- 
ter, Leah,  now  the  widow  of  Reese  Xolind 
and  a  resident  of  Iowa.  For  her  first  hus- 
l)and  Mrs.  Hinman  married  Henr\'  Corl, 
with  whom  she  came  to  the  Prairie  state 
in  1850,  locating  tirst  in  Bureau  country, 
but  in  1857  removing  to  Cambridge,  this 
count}'.  In  September,  1862,  Mr.  Corl  en- 
listed in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Twelfth  Illinois  X'olunteer  Infantry,  of 
which  company  our  subject's  brother  was 
also  a  member.  Mr.  Corl  served  as  a  non- 
commissioned otificer,  and  was  instantly 
killed  during  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  No- 
vember 18,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years. 
In  religious  belief  he  was  a  Methodist. 

Both  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Hinman  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
and  before  coming  to  Cambridge  he  served 
as  warden  in  the  church  at  Osco.  He  is 
a  prominent  member  of  Cambridge  Lodge, 
No.  49,  F.  &  .V.  M.,  which  is  one  of  the 
oldest  lodges  in  the  state,  and  in  which  he  has 
filled  all  the  offices.  He  is  also  secretary  of 
the  Old  Settlers  Association.  The  Demo- 
ocratic  part}-  has  always  found  in  Mr.  Hin- 
man a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and 
he  has  been  honored  with  several  important 
official  positions,  having  served  as  supervisor 
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maii)^  years  and  as  chairman  of  the  county 
board.  .He  also  filled  the  positions  of  town- 
ship collector  and  justice  of  the  peace  for 
some  time.  For  the  long  period  of  twen- 
ty-two consecutive  years  he  has  been  secre- 
tary of  the  Henry  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, and  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  its  affairs  and  has  done  much  to  insure  its 
success.  Public-spirited  and  progressive  to 
an  eminent  degree,  he  has  ever  been  num- 
bered among  the  most  valued  and  useful 
citizens  of  his  conmiunity — one  willing  to 
give  his  support  to  any  enterprise  for  the 
public  good. 


CHAUXCEV  E.  WASHBURN. 

In  the  pioneer  epoch  in  the  history  of 
this  section  of  Illinois  Chauncey  E.  \\'ash- 
burn  came  to  Henry  county,  and  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  its  substantial  de- 
velopment and  permanent  impro\-ement.  He 
has  seen  its  wild  lands  transformed  into  fine 
farms,  while  industrial  and  commercial  in- 
terests have  been  introduced.  In  the  work 
of  progress  he  has  borne  his  part  and  has 
been  particularly  active  as  a  representative 
of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  is  to-day  the  owner  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  2. 
Western  tnwnshi]),  where  he  makes  his 
home. 

Mr.  Washburn  was  born  in  Springfield, 
IMassachusetts,  May  17,  1834.  and  on  the 
l6th  of  May,  1837,  was  brought  to  this 
county  by  his  parents,  .\bisha  and  Isabella 
(Clapp)  Washburn.  The  former  was  a  na- 
tive of  \'ermont,  the  latter  (jf  Connecticut, 
and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Spring- 
field, ^lassachusetts,  where  the  father 
worked  as  a  mechanic  in  the  armory  until 


coming  west.  The  journey  was  made  by 
way  of  the  Connecticut  river.  Long  Island 
sound,  the  Erie  canal,  and  the  Ohio  and 
^Mississippi  rivers  to  Hampton,  Illinois.  His 
destination  was  Henry  county,  which  his 
brother,  Nathan  Washburn,  had  helped  to 
survey  the  year  previous.  He  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Colona 
township,  but  the  first  season  spent  here  he 
engaged  in  farming  upon  rented  land,  wdiile 
the  faiuily  lived  in  a  little  old  outbuilding 
about  ten  feet  square  through  the  suminer. 
In  the  meantime  a  good  log  house  was 
Iniilt  upon  the  land,  and  he  began  to  break 
and  improve  his  place,  adding  to  it  another 
eighty-acre  tract.  Later  he  purchased  more 
land  and  erected  a  good  set  of  frame  build- 
ings, making  it  his  home  until  his  death, 
August  31,  1873.  He  was  the  first  super- 
visor of  Colona  township,  and  was  acti\e 
in  establishing  its  schools.  In  politics  he 
was  always  a  Democrat. 

Amid  pioneer  scenes  in  this  county 
Chauncey  E.  Wasiiburn  grew  to  manhood 
His  first  lessons  were  taught  by  his  mother, 
and  for  a  time  he  attended  the  district 
schools;  but  he  is  mostly  self-educated,  as 
the  country  afforded  but  limited  educational 
privileges  during  his  boyhood.  He  assisted 
his  father  in  the  arduous  task  of  breaking 
the  land  and  ci  inverting  the  wild  tract  into 
a  highly  cultivated  farm.  After  reaching 
manhood  his  father  gave  him  one  hundred 
and  sixtjr  acres  of  land  in  \\'estern  town- 
-ship,  only  alx)Ut  twenty-five  acres  of  which 
had  been  broken.  A  year  or  two  later  he 
sold  that  place  and  botight  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  where  he  now  resides,  of  w  hich 
one  luuidred  acres  had  ]yre\iously  been 
broken  and  a  small  house  erected  thereon. 
To  its  further  improvement  and  cultivation 
he  has  since  devoted  his  energies,  and  has 
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added  to  it  an  adjoining-  quarter-section, 
making  a  good  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  also  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres  in  Colona  township.  When  a  young 
man  he  engaged  in  breaking  prairie  two 
seasons  with  a  team  of  five  yoke  of  cattle, 
breaking  as  high  as  five  acres  in  one  day. 
and  has  ever  taken  a  very  active  part  in  the 
development  of  the  county. 

March  28,  1858,  in  Colona  township, 
Henry  county,  Mr.  Washburn  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Emily  Piatt,  who 
was  born  April  5,  1833,  near  Covington, 
Indiana,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  childhood 
with  her  father,  Joshua  Piatt,  locating  south 
of  Cambridge,  where  he -opened  up  and  im- 
proved a  farm.  By  this  union  were  born 
the  following  children:  Ida,  wife  of  Rob- 
ert McLeese,  a  farmer  of  \\'estern  town- 
ship; Lettie,  wife  of  William  Durmann,  a 
farmer  of  Colona  township;  George,  a  sub- 
stantial farmer  of  Western  township;  Otis, 
a  teacher  of  t3'pewriting  and  shorthand  in 
Chicago;  Edward,  a  farmer  of  Colona  town- 
ship; Jane  and  Emma,  both  at  home.  The 
wife  and  mother,  who  was  an  earnest  and 
consistent  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  passed  away  April  20,  1895,  leaving 
many  friends  as  well  as  her  immediate 
family  to  mourn  her  loss. 

In  his  political  views  'Mv.  Washburn  is 
a  Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  James  Buchanan  in 
1856,  though  he  supported  General  Grant 
in  1872.  He  has  for  the  long  period  of 
twenty  years  efificiently  served  as  school  di- 
rector, having  done  much  to  build  new 
school  houses.  For  over  sixty-three  years 
he  has  now  been  identified  with  the  interests 
of  Henry  county,  and  has  witnessed  almost 
its  entire  growth  and  development.  He  has 
seen  great  prairie  fires  sweep  over  the  Cdun- 


try,  where  now  are  waving  fields  of  grain. 
When  he  first  located  here,  deer,  turkey  and 
other  wild  game  was  found  in  abundance, 
and  furnished  many  a  meal  for  the  early  set- 
tlers. Swamps  have  been  drained  and  con- 
verted into  highly  cultivated  fields;  rail- 
roads, telegraphs  and  telephones  have  been 
introduced;  and  now  all  of  the  conveniences 
and  comforts  of  an  advanced  civilization 
can  here  be  found.  Mr.  Washburn  can  re- 
late many  interesting  incidents  of  pioneer 
days,  and  wrote  a  very  able  article  on  front- 
ier life  which  was  published  in  the  papers 
of  the  county  and  was  read  with  interest  by 
all  the  old  settlers.  With  his  two  sons,  he 
introduced  between  their  homes  the  first 
telephones  in  his  section,  getting  at  first 
much  ridicule  from  his  neighbors.  As  others 
saw  the  convenience,  more  'phones  were  add- 
ed, the  lines  exten,ding  to  Orion,  and  now 
hardly  a  land  owner  in  the  western  part  of 
the  countv  is  without  one. 


JOHN  O.  ANDERSON. 

Among  Orion's  most  honored  and  highly 
esteemed  citizens  is  this  retired  farmer,  who 
for  almost  half  a  century  has  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  Henry  county.  His 
early  home  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, for  he  was  born  in  Jonkopingland, 
Vestra  Hared,  Sweden,  March  25,  1830, 
and  was  there  reared  upon  a  farm.  It  was 
in  1854  that  he  emig-rated  to  the  new  world, 
taking  passage  on  a  saiUng  vessel  at  Gutten- 
berg,  and  arriving  in  New  York  after  a 
rather  pleasant  voyage  of  six  weeks.  He 
landed  and  at  once  proceeded  west  by  train 
t(i  Buffalo,  the  lakes  to  Chicago,  and  train 
to  Geneseo,   where  he  joined    his    brother 
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ISIalcolni  Anderson,  who  had  located  here 
in  May,  1854. 

Renting  land  in  Andover  township.  Mr. 
Anderson  engaged  in  farming  there  for  tive 
j'cars,  and  being  unfamiliar  with  the  methods 
and  customs  of  America,  had  many  new 
experiences  during  those  years.  Being 
economical,  industrious  and  ambitious,  he 
saved  some  money  and  in  1861  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land  in  Lynn 
township,  which  he  commenced  at  once  to 
fence,  break  and  improve.  His  first  home 
was  a  good  frame  residence,  though  rather 
small,  but  it  has  since  been  replaced  by  a 
more  commodious  and  pretentious  dwelling. 
Good  barns  and  outbuildings  have  also  been 
erected,  and  the  place  converted  into  a 
highly  improved  farm.  Mr.  Anderson  added 
to  the  original  tract  from  time  to  time,  and 
now  has  a  valuable  farm  of  four  hundred 
acres.  He  continued  its  operation  until 
1895,  when  he  retired  from  active  labor  and 
has  since  lived  in  Orion,  where  he  has  built 
a  fine  residence. 

Li  Andover  township,  Mr.  Anderson  was 
married  August  4,  1854,  to  Miss  Sophia 
Youngquist,  who  was  also  born  and  reared 
in  Sweden,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
on  the  same  vessel  as  her  future  husband. 
Six  children  bless  this  union,  namely:  John, 
who  is  married  and  follows  farming  in 
Webster  county,  Iowa;  Charlotte,  wife  of 
Peter  Samuelson,  a  farmer  of  Western  town- 
ship, this  county;  Carl  A.,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  Orion ;  Albert,  who  married  and 
died  August  i,  1896;  Amanda,  who  is  now 
her  father's  housekeeper;  and  Cordelia,  wife 
of  Edwin  Linquist,  who  operates  Mr. 
Anderson's  farm  in  Lynn  township.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  May  20,  1898,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Orion  cemetery.  Mr.  Ander- 
son has  several   times  visited    his    son    in 


\\'ebster  county,  Iowa,  spending  two  weeks 
with  him  in  September,  1900.  He  and  his 
daughter.  Miss  Amanda,  are  members  of 
the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  of  Orion. 
He  was  first  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Lu- 
theran Church  in  Andover,  and  there  served 
as  deacon  for  six  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
church  officials  when  the  large  church  build- 
ing was  erected.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  which  he  has  always  sup- 
ported since  casting  his  first  presidential 
^•ote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860.  Empty- 
handed  he  came  to  America  in  search  of 
home  and  fortune,  and  his  amljitious  dreams 
have  been  realized,  for  he  has  acquired  a 
comfortable  competence  and  handsome  prop- 
erty, which  now  enables  him,  in  his  declin- 
ing years  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares  and 
enjoy  a  well  earned  rest,  surrounded  by  a 
host  of  warm  friends  and  acquaintances. 


THO.MAS  II.  JOHXSTOX. 

Among  the  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  Cambridge,  Illinois,  is  Thomas 
H.  Johnston,  who  is  now  efficiently  serving 
as  county  treasurer.  He  is  a  native  of 
Henry  county,  born  December  25,  1865,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Lucy  'M.  (Selon)  Johns- 
ton, the  former  a  native  of  County  London- 
derry, Ireland,  the  latter  of  Stark  county, 
Illinois.  In  1854  the  father  came  from 
Connecticut  to  this  state  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Henry  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  through- 
out the  remaintler  of  his  life.  He  was  ac- 
tively interested  in  educational  aft'airs  and 
served  as  school  director  for  many  years, 
but  aside  from  this  he  ne\er  took  any  part 
in  public  affairs.      Religiously    he    was    in 
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earU-  life  a  Scdtch  Presbyterian.  He  died 
May  5,  1889,  at  the  age  of  si.xty-three  years, 
but  his  wife  is  still  living-  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six,  and  now  makes  her  home  in  Galva. 
Thomas  H.  is  the  oldest  of  their  six  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Edward  I.,  assi.stant 
cashier  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Ke- 
wanee,  Illinois;  Phcebe  J.,  who  was  formerly 
a  teacher  of  this  county,  but  is  now  at  home 
with  her  mother;  William  J.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  restaurant  business  in  Ke- 
wanee;  Robert  E.,  manager  of  the  E.  W. 
Houghton  Lumber  Company  branch  at  Al- 
tona,  Illinois;  and  George  E.,  bookkeeper 
for  the  same  firm  at  Galva. 

Thomas  H.  Johnston  remained  uix)n  the 
home  farm  until  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
and  his  primary  education  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  locality.  Later  he 
attended  the  Gaha  high  school  and  the 
Davenport  Business  College,  graduating 
from  the  latter  institution  with  the  class  of 
1887.  On  leaving  the  farm  in  1892  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  trareling  salesman, 
and  was  with  two  different  firms  before  he 
became  connected  with  the  banking  establish- 
ment of  L.  M.  Yocum  &  Company,  at  Galva. 
He  remained  with  the  bank  until  his  elec- 
tion  to   his   present  ofifice. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  1895,  Mr.  Johns- 
ton was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susie 
E.  Calhoun,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Calhoun, 
of  Henry  county,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children:  Mary  Janet  and  \Vill- 
iam  C.  Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston 
are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  on  his  party  ticket  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Henry  county  in  1898  by  a  ma- 
jority of  twelve  hiindred  and  eighty.  His 
fellow  citizens  speak  in  unqualified  terms  of 
his  ability  for  that  ofifice,  the  duties  of  which 


he  is  now  so  capably  and  satisfactorily  per- 
forming. His  genial,  pleasant  manner  makes 
him  quite  popular,  and  he  has  a  host  of  warm 
friends  throughout  his  native  county. 


JOHN  SAMUELSON. 

Since  185J  John  Samuelson  has  been  a 
resident  of  Henry  county,  and  was  for  many 
years  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising  in  Western  township,  two  and 
a  half  miles  from  Orion,  where  he  still  owns 
a  hne  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
Orion.  Although  of  foreign  birth  his  duties 
of  citizenship  have  ever  been  performed 
with  a  loyalty  equal,  to  that  of  any  native 
son  of  America,  and  when  the  country  be- 
came involved  in  Civil  war  he  went  to  the 
defense  of  the  Uniun  and  protected  its  in- 
terests on  many  a  southern  battle  field. 

Mr.  Samuelson  was  born  in  Askerland, 
Sweden,  November  25,  1835,  and  with  his 
parents,  Samuel  and  Anna  (Nelson)  John- 
son, crossed  the  briny  deep  to  the  new  world 
in  1 85 1.  After  spending  one  season  in 
Buiifalo,  New  York,  the  family  came  to  this 
county,  in  the  spring  of  1852,  and  the  fa- 
ther, Samuel  Johnson,  took  up  land  in  what 
is  Western  township,  where  he  improved 
a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres,  making  his 
home  thereon  until  his  death  in  1865. 

Being  a  young  man  of  seventeen  years 
upon  his  arrival  in  Henry  county  John  Sam- 
uelson was  of  much  assistance  to  his  fa- 
ther in  developing  the  farm,  and  remained 
with  him  until  the  latter's  death.  In  1861 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Forty-third  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  Infantry,  which  became  a 
part  of  the  Western  army.     The  first  im- 
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portant  battle  in  which  he  participated  was 
that  of  Shiloh,  which  was  followed  by  nu- 
merous battles  and  skirmishes.  He  took 
liart  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  the  cap- 
ture uf  that  strongly  fortified  place,  and 
later  went  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  He 
was  also  in  the  engagement  at  Jenkins  Ferry. 
He  entered  the  service  as  a  private,  but  was 
promoted  to  corporal  and  later  to  sergeant. 
Losing  no  time  from  illness  or  other  causes 
when  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired  he 
was  honorably  discharged  in  the  fall  of 
1864  and  returned  home. 

For  one  season  Mr.  Samuelson  worked 
on  the  old  hume  farm,  and  then  commenced 
farming  on  his  own  account,  having  previ- 
ously purchased  forty  acres  of  land.  He 
and  three  brothers  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  which  they  improved  and 
operated  together  for  a  few  years,  but  finally 
divided  the  land,  each  taking  forty  acres. 
Subsequently  our  subject  purchased  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  more  and  now 
has  an  excellent  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  upon  which  he  has 
made  many  substantial  impro^•ements,  in- 
cluding  the  erection  of  g(_iud  buildings, 
and  the  planting  of  fruit  and  ornamental 
trees.  He  contiiuied  to  actively  engage  in 
the  cultivation  of  his  land  and  in  stock  rais- 
ing until  1898,  when  he  removed  to  Orion 
and  laid  aside  all  business  cares  to  spend  his 
remaining  years  in  ease  and  quiet,  owning 
a  good  home  in  the  village.  He  was  early 
identified  with  the  Swedish  Insurance  Com- 
pany- ami  served  as  a  trustee  in  the  same. 

In  May,  1866,  in  Henry  county,  j\Ir. 
Samuelson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
j\Iiss  Mary  Lawrence,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Sweden,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  f<5ur  sons  and  two 
daughters,    namely :   John    W".    and    Arthur 


H.,  who  are  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old 
homestead;  William,  who  is  married  and 
follows  farming  in  Andover  township; 
Guy,  who  is  at  home ;  and  Mabel  and  Esther, 
who  are  now  attending  school  in  Orion. 
The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  March 
17,  1893,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Andover 
cemetery. 

IMr.  Samuelson's  political  support  has  al- 
ways been  given  the  Republican  party  since 
he  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  i860,  and  has  done  all  in 
his  power  to  insure  its  success.  For  nine 
years  he  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  school 
trustee,  discharging  his  duties  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity,  and  in  days  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  time  of  war  has  been  found  a  true  and 
loyal  citizen  of  his  adopted  country.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  Post  at  Orion.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Samuelson  were  members  of  the  Swedish 
Methodist  Church  of  Andover. 


NELS  M.  XELSOX. 

Nels  j\I.  Nelson,  who  for  o\'er  half  a 
centur}-  has  been  an  honored  resident  of 
Henry  county,  and  ^vho  is  now  practically 
living  a  retired  life,  was  born  in  Sweden 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  and  in  that 
country  grew  to  manhcxjd.  In  1849  he  em- 
igrated to  America,  and  on  landing  on  our 
shores  proceeded  at  once  to  Henry  county, 
Illinois.  AIjolU  18O0  he  sent  for  his  father, 
Xels  Samuelson,  his  mother  liaving  died 
when  he  was  quite  young.  One  sister.  Chris- 
tina, the  widow  of  Charles  A.  Rosell.  lives 
in  WoodhuU,  this  county.  His  brother, 
I'eter,  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in 
Henrv  countv. 


NELS   M.   NELSON. 


MRS.   NELS   M.   NELSON. 
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During  the  first  year  of  his  residence  here 
our  subject  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  John 
Jennings  for  six  dollars  per  month,  and  then 
went  to  the  northern  part  of  the  county  ■ 
where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  several  farm- 
ers at  different  times.  In  1854  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Anna  Johnson,  who  was  born 
in  Sweden  July  22,  1837,  and  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage  was  living  in  Andover  town- 
ship with  her  parents,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  The  others  of  her  family 
were  Mailta,  wife  of  August  Swanson,  of 
Woodhull,  Illinois;  John  V.,  a  resident  of 
Linn  township,  this  county;  and  Jacob,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Nebraska. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Airs.  Nel- 
son located  on  the  farm  on  section  31,  An- 
dover township,  which  is  still  occupied  by 
them.  In  partnership  with  another  gentle- 
man our  subject  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  which  was  still  in  its 
primitive  condition  and  at  once  began  its  im- 
provement and  cultivation.  At  first  he  car- 
ried on  general  farming  on  a  small  scale,  but 
as  time  advanced  he  steadily  prosixred  and 
was  able  to  add  to  his  landed  possessions 
until  he  now  owns  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres,  ail  acquired  through  industry,  dili- 
gence and  good  management.  When  a  boy 
Mr.  Nelson  received  only  a  common-school 
education,  but  was  early  inured  to  hard 
work,  and  is  a  self-educated  as  well  as  a  self- 
made  man.  Throughout  his  active  business 
career  he  always  followed  general  farming 
and  stock  raising,  feeding  both  hogs  and  cat- 
tle for  market,  and  in  both  branches  of  his 
business  he  was  quite  successful. 

Of  the  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  and  I\Irs. 
Nelson  four  died  between  the  ages  of  four 
and  fifteen  years.  Those  living  are  as  fol- 
lows :  John  A.,  who  works  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  and  makes  his  home  with  his  par- 


ents; Louisa,  wife  of  A.  A.  Nelson,  a  farm- 
er of  Lvnn  tov.nship,  by  whom  .^he  has 
three  children  livinp'.  Edwin,  Delia  and  El- 
uicr,  and  one  deceased ;  Edward,  who  as- 
sists in  the  oi^eration  of  the  home  farm ;  Ida, 
wife  of  Z.  C.  Johnson,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  on  a  part  of  her  father's  place,  and 
by  whom  she  has  two  children,  Roy  and 
Mabel ;  Otto,  also  at  home,  who  was  mar- 
ried in  Minneapolis  and  has  one  son,  Au- 
gust L. ;  and  Gust  Emil,  who  helps  his 
brothers  carry  on  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  one  of  the  very  early  set- 
tlers of  Henry  county  remaining  to  tell  to 
the  present  generation  the  story  of  pioneer 
life  in  this  region.  His  political  support  is 
always  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  most  efficiently 
served  his  fellow  citizens  as  county  commis- 
sioner for  twelve  j-ears  and  as  school  direc- 
tor for  fifteen  years.  He  has  always  been  in 
favor  of  maintaining  good  schools,  and  has 
given  a  liberal  support  to  all  worthy  enter- 
prises that  would  reflect  credit  on  the  people 
and  the  county  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  are  members  of 
the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  of  Andover, 
of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the  trustees,  and 
they  take  an  active  part  in  promoting  good 
work.  He  had  no  special  advantage  in  his 
youth,  and  without  the  assistance  of  influen- 
tial friends  in  his  early  business  career,  has 
steadily  advanced  step  by  step  until  he  now 
occupies  a  creditable  position  as  one  of  the 
prominent  and  well-to-do  men  of  his  town- 
ship. 


REV.  WILLIAM  M.  PURGE. 

As  the  rector  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church 
at  Osco,  Rev.  William  M.  Puree  has  become 
widely    and     favorably   known   throughout 
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Henry  county,  where  he  has  now  made  his 
Jiome  for  over  four  years.  He  was  born  in 
Davis  county,  Iowa,  on  the  ist  of  Xo\em- 
ber,  1S65,  and  is  a  son  of  Joim  A.  and  De- 
lilah Jane  (CoUins)  Puree,  natives  of  New 
York  and  Ohio,  respectively.  The  father, 
who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  at 
Chariton,  Iowa,  ^lay  24,  1886,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living  and  continues  to  make 
her  home  at  that  place. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  William  AI. 
Puree  spent  his  boyhood  removing  with  his 
parents  to  Chariton,  Iowa,  when  but  thirteen 
years  of  age.  He  there  attended  the  public 
and  high  school,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1885.  In  September  of  that  year  he 
became  a  student  at  Griswold  College,  Dav- 
enport, Iowa,  where  he  pursued  the  classical 
course  for  two  years  and  received  the  degree 
of  B.  S.  in  1891.  He  was  then  engaged  in 
editorial  work  as  city  editor  of  the  Daven- 
port Tribune  for  four  years,  and  for  two 
years  took  an  active  part  in  political  affairs 
as  political  editor  of  that  paper.  While  en- 
gaged in  newspaper  work  he  was  reading 
preparatory  to  entering  the  ministry  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  ^Ir.  Puree  took  the  ex- 
amination for  the  deaeonship,  and  was  or- 
dained a  deacon  by  Bishop  Perry  at  Daven- 
port, September  23,  1892.  He  began  pas- 
toral work  at  Christ  Church  Mission,  West 
Davenport,  in  November,  1893,  where  he 
remained  one  year,  and  from  November, 
1894,  until  accepting  his  present  charge  at 
Osco,  Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1896,  was  rector  of  St.  George's  Church 
at  Farley,  Iowa.  He  was  ordained  a  priest 
on  the  30th  of  December,  1895,  by  Bishop 
Perry.  As  rector  of  Grace  Episcopal 
Church  at  Osco,  he  succeeded  Rev.  Mr. 
P.rciwn,  who  was  only  there  for  ten  months, 
howeser.    The  church  at  this  place  was  built 


in  1873,  and  now  has  forty-iive  communi- 
cants. Under  the  pastorate  of  our  subject 
it  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

My.  Puree  has  always  been  an  active 
missionary  worker.  \\'hile  at  Farley,  he 
had  charge  of  the  mission  work  at  Dyers- 
\ille  and  Bellevue,  and  also  started  a  mission 
at  Monticello,  Iowa,  which  he  continued 
as  long  as  he  remained  at  Farley.  On  coming 
to  Osco,  he  took  charge  of  the  work  at  Cam- 
bridge, Geneseo  and  Galva,  at  which  places 
he  holds  regular  services.  He  is  particularly 
interested  in  the  Galva  mission,  from  the 
fact  that  when  he  first  commenced  holding 
services  there  the  attendance  was  but  from 
live  to  ten.  The  services  were  first  held  in 
a  hah,  but  they  now  meet  in  their  own  church 
building,  have  a  good  congregation,  a  lay 
reader,  Sunday  school,  and  are  well  equipped 
for  effective  work.  He  has  charge  of  all 
the  work  of  his  church  in  Henry  county, 
with  the  exception  of  tlie  churches  in  Ke- 
wanee  and  WoodhuU. 

J\Ir.  Puree  was  married  at  Davenport, 
June  28,  1892,  to  Miss  Jessie  J.  Cook,  a 
daughter  of  William  L.  and  Amanda  M. 
(Fletcher)  Cook.  The  father  died  in  that 
cit}'  in  1886,  but  the  mother  is  still  a  resi- 
dent of  Davenport.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Puree 
have  one  child,  Jessie  Grace  B. 

Mr.  Puree  is  quite  an  enthusiastic  chick- 
en raiser,  and  is  also  starting  a  rabbitry, 
owning  only  pedigreed  Belgian  hares,  but 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  is  devoted  to 
church  work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  missions,  and  publishes  at  the  rectory  a 
twelve-page  paper  called  the  Church  News, 
which  is  issued  each  month  in  the  interest  of 
diocesan  and  parochial  wurk.  There  is  a 
parochial  school  conducted  in  connection 
with  his  church  at  Osco.  Mr.  Puree  is  thor- 
oughly familiar  with    conditions    of    both 
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cliurch  and  state  in  Iowa  and  Illinois,  and 
still  takes  an  interest  in  politics,  supporting 
and  advocating  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  a  man  of  thoughtful, 
earnest  purpose,  of  strong  intellectual  en- 
dowments, of  broad  charity  and  kindly  na- 
ture, and  by  all  denominations,  as  well  as 
his  own  people,  is  held  in  high  regard. 


THEODORE  BOLTEXSTERX. 

Among  the  representative  business  m;n 
of  Cambridge  is  the  subject  of  this  review, 
who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  ice  trade  in 
that  city.  He  is  a  native  of  Henry  county, 
born  in  Lynn  township,  April  15,  1858,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Alary  (Anderson) 
Boltenstern,  natives  of  Germany  and 
Sweden,  respectively.  At  an  early  day  the 
mother  came  to  this  country  with  her  par- 
ents and  the  father  arrived  here  in  1852, 
their  marriage  being  celebrated  in  Lynn 
township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  fol- 
lowed farming  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
recognized  leader  in  the  Republican  party 
in  his  locality,  served  as  recruiting  officer 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  filled 
the  office  of  highway  commissioner  for  the 
long  period  of  thirty-six  years.  In  1893  he 
mo\ed  to  Cambridge,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred the  same  year,  but  his  widow  is  still 
a  resident  of  that  place.  They  were  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  county,  and  were  highly 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
them.  Their  children  were  Theodore,  of 
this  sketch;  Morris  A.,  who  resides  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Lynn  township;  Edward 
A.,  who  died  in  that  township  in  1867; 
Henry  E.  and  Victor  F.,  who  are  at  home 
with  their  mother. 


Theodore  Boltenstern  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  and  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Lynn  township.  On 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  com- 
menced farming  in  Andover  township, 
where,  in  1887,  he  purchased  a  partially 
improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres,  which  he  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  on  disposing  of  that  he 
bought  the  well-known  Davenport  farm  ad- 
joining the  city  of  Cambridge,  on  which  he 
lived  for  eight  years,  and  which  he  still 
owns.  While  carrying  on  farming  he  was 
also  largely  engaged  in  the  stock  business. 
In  1892  he  became  interested  in  the  ice 
business,  and  now  has  the  exclusive  trade 
i)f  Cambridge,  to  which  cit}'  he  moved  in 
1899.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  energetic  busi- 
ness man  of  known  reliability,  and  in  his 
undertakings  has  met  with  well-deserved 
success. 

In  Andover  township,  j\Ir.  Boltenstern 
was  married,  in  1891,  to  Miss  Ernestine 
Longshore,  a  native  of  that  township,  and 
a  daughter  of  S.  J.  Longshore,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Cambridge,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. By  this  union  have  been  born  two 
children,  namely:  Nellie  M.,  aged  seven 
years;  and  William  S.,  aged  four. 

Mr.  Boltenstern's  father  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Fair  Association,  and  our 
subject  has  been  connected  with  it  through- 
out life.  He  has  also  served  as  secretary  of 
the  Henry  county  agricultural  board  for 
nine  years,  and  is  still  filling  that  office.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  Cambridge,  and  takes 
an  active  and  commendable  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  for  years  has  been  secretary  of  the 
countv   central   committee.      While   a   resi- 


I90 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


dent  of  Andover  township  he  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  some  time  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents. 


LARS  BEXSOX. 

This  well-known  retired  farmer  of  Cam- 
bridge, Illinois,  is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens 
that  Sweden  has  furnished  to  the  new  world. 
He  was  born  on  the  13th  of  August,  1826, 
in  Brearede  Socken,  near  Halmstead,  Swe- 
den, in  which  country  his  parents,  B.  Mun- 
son  and  Engarg  Swanson,  spent  their  entire 
lives.  The  uKJther  died  at  the  age  of  forty 
years  when  our  subject  was  only  seven  years 
old.  She  was  twice  married  and  by  the  first 
union  had  one  daughter,  Charste.  Lars  is 
the  oldest  of  the  four  children  born  of  the 
second  marriage,  the  others  being  Botelle,  a 
widow,  who  resides  with  her  youngest 
daughter  in  Chicago;  and  Andrew,  a  resi- 
dent of  Cambridge.  The  father  died  in 
1S90  at  tlie  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-six 
years.  He  was  quite  an  extensive  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  was  a  devout  and  worthy 
Christian,  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  was  well  and  fa\'orably  known  through- 
out his  community. 

Lars  Benson  was  educated  in  his  native 
land,  and  when  his  school  days  were  over 
he  left  home  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  In 
1854  he  took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and 
after  a  stormy  voyage  of  seven  weeks  and 
four  days  landed  at  Boston.  The  ship  en- 
countered a  tornado,  during  which  the  iron 
stored  in  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  broke  loose, 
but  no  lives  were  lost,  though  one  person  died 
dm'ing  the  storm  and  two  others  during  the 
voyage.  Mr.  Benson  spent  about  twenty- 
four  hours  in  Boston,  and  then  proceeded  to 


jNIoline,  Illinois,  bv  way  of  Chicago.  He 
worked  in  a  sawmill,  blacksmith  shop  and 
foundry  at  !Moline,  and  one  year  in  a  hotel 
at  Aledo,  after  which  he  came  to  Henry 
county,  arriving  here  March  14,  1861.  For 
eleven  years  he  was  in  the  empluy  of  ]\Irs. 
Jennings,  of  Cambridge  township,  as  mana- 
ger of  her  large  farm,  having  from  four  to 
seven  hands  working  under  him.  His  first 
purchase  of  land  consisted  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  15,  Cambridge 
towmship,  to  which  he  later  added  eighty 
acres,  and  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-si.x  acres,  besides  five  lots  in 
the  city,  where  he  makes  his  home.  On 
coming  to  America  he  had  but  twenty  dol- 
lars, and  the  property  he  has  acquired  has 
been  gained  by  hard  work,  good  manage- 
ment and  strict  economy.  Because  of  these 
sterling  qualities  he  has  succeeded  where 
many  others  would  have  failed.  After  be- 
ing here  for  three  years  and  a  half,  ^Ir. 
Benson  had  saved  five  hundred  dollars  with 
which  to  return  to  Sweden,  but  was  taken 
ill,  and  being  unable  to  work  for  a  year,  it 
required  that  amount  and  fifty  dollars  more 
to  pay  his  expenses  during  that  time.  He 
has  never  returned  to  his  native  land. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  Mr.  Benson  has  al- 
ways affiliated  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  its  principles. 
He  remembers  how  in  the  '50s  the  money  in 
circulation,  especially  that  issued  by  state 
banks,  was  very  uncertain,  and  he  was  well 
schooled  in  the  disadvantages  of  carrying 
money  "which  is  good  now  as  far  as  we 
know,  but  whether  it  will  he  good  and  pas- 
sable in  an  hour  from  now  no  man  know- 
eth."  Mr.  Benson  lost  much  by  being  com- 
pelled to  take  money  for  which  he  had  no 
use  at  the  time,  taking  it  because  his  cred- 
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itors  did  not  wish  to  carry  it.  Having 
passed  through  that  crisis  lie  has  a  keen  ap- 
preciation of  what  it  is  to  iia\e  a  sound  mon- 
ey basis. 

Mr.  Benson  is  unmarried  and  liis  fam- 
ily consisted  of  an  adopted  son,  Edward  Le- 
ander  Benson,  who  was  born  in  St.  Louis, 
November  27,  1884,  and  has  hved  with 
our  subject  for  thirteen  years.  His  parents, 
Alartin  and  Hannah  (Olson)  Johnston, 
were  both  natives  of  Sweden,  and  the  latter 
died  March  6,  1899.  Edward  is  a  steatly, 
reliable  boy,  who  finds  a  pleasant  home  with 
Mr.  Benson,  and  gives  a  wonderful  amount 
of  happiness  to  his  benefactor. 

Mr.  Benson  has  been  a  life-long  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  holding  member- 
ship first  in  Moline,  and  later  in  Geneseo. 
He  is  a  consistent  Christian  man  and  carries 
his  religion  into  all  the  affairs  of  life. 


JOHN  M.  HUNT. 

This  thrifty  and  progressive  farmer,  re- 
siding on  section  20,  Colona  township, 
where  he  has  an  excellent  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  was  born  upon  that 
place  February  12,  1842,  and  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
respected  pioneer  families  of  Henry  county. 
His  father,  Anthony  Hunt,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  Germany  in  1802,  crossed  the 
ocean  in  1829  and  first  located  in  Louisiana, 
where  he  spent  six  years  on  a  plantation. 
He  then  came  to  Illinois  with  the  Glenn 
brothers  in  1835,  and  pre-empted  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Colona  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  where  our  subject  now 
resides.  Later  he  entered  the  tract  and 
built  thereon  a  little  cabin,  in  which  he  and 


Thomas  and  John  Glenn  lived  alone  for 
some  time,  doing  their  own  house  work. 
In  the  first  election  held  in  Henry  county, 
he  was  one  of  the  first  voters.  Mr.  Hunt 
was  subsequently  married  in  St.  Louis  to 
Miss  Catherine  Rider,  also  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, where  she  was  reared.  They  be^an 
their  domestic  life  in  the  log  house  which  he 
had  erected  upon  his  farm,  and  which  in 
1856  was  replaced  by  a  good  frame  resi- 
dence. Besides  his  home  farm  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  Mr. 
Hunt  owned  another  place  of  eighty  acres 
and  a  good  home  in  Geneseo,  where  he  re- 
sided for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  October  6,  1875, 
when  he  was  seventy-three  years  of  age. 
His  wife  survived  him,  passing  away  ten 
years  later. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple 
were  eight  children  who  reached  years  of 
maturity,  but  John  M.  is  the  only  son. 
Nothing  occurred  to  vary  the  routine  of 
farm  life  during  his  youth.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  and  worked  with  his  father 
on  the  farm  until  grown,  when  he  purchased 
the  place  and  has  since  successfully  carried 
it  on.  At  Geneseo  he  was  married  February 
9,  1867,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Caroline  Garland,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, October  25,  1844,  and  in  childhood 
came  to  Illinois  with  her  father,  Daniel  Gar- 
land, locating  in  Marshall  county,  where 
she  was  reared.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt 
was  born  one  son,  James  C,  who  grew  to 
manhood  upon  the  home  farm  and  received 
a  good  practical  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Colona.  He  died  March  29, 
1900.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  young 
men  of  the  neighborhood,  and  had  served 
on  the  school  board  and  as  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict for  about  seven  years. 
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Mr.  Hunt's  political  support  has  always 
been  given  the  Republican  party  since  he  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  1864.  His  fellow  citizens,  recog- 
nizing his  worth  and  ability,  have  called 
him  to  office,  and  he  has  most  capably  served 
as  road  commissioner  and  path  master  and 
as  school  director  for  about  twent}-  years. 
As  a  native  son  of  the  county  he  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  its  agricultural 
interests  throughout  life,  and  has  done 
much  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  He 
is  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  his 
commendable  life  has  won  for  him  the  con- 
fidence of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 


ERIC  HEDBLOOM. 

Prominent  among  the  successful  and  en- 
terprising agriculturists  of  Andover  town- 
ship is  Eric  Hedbloom,  who  owns  and  op- 
erates a  valuable  and  well-improved  farm 
on  section  25,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
since  1877.  He  was  born  in  northern 
Sweden,  on  the  12th  of  December,  1849, 
and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Breta  Peterson, 
also  natives  of  Sweden,  where  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  until  his 
death  about  i860.  The  mother  came  to 
America  in  1876,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  in  1881.  To  tiiis  worthy  couple 
were  born  eight  children,  namely :  Peter, 
who  came  to  Andover,  Illinois,  in  1857  and 
located  upon  the  farm  where  our  subject 
now  resides,  was  burned  to  death  ;  Jonas  was 
drowned  in  Sweden ;  Catherine  resided  for 
a  lime  in  Kewance,  Illinois,  but  now  makes 
her  home  in  Nebraska;  Lars  is  living  with 
our  subject;  Lena  died  in  infancy;  Betsy  is 
now     Mrs.     Nordstrum,     of    Bishop     Hill, 


this  county;  Lena  died  in  Sweden ;  and  Eric, 
our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

Reared  in  his  native  land,  Eric  Hedbloom 
ii  indebted  to  its  public  schools  for  his  edu- 
cational advantages.  In  1868  he  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Kewanee,  Henry  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  began  work  as  a  laborer  on  a  construc- 
tion train.  In  1876  he  \-isited  Sweden,  but 
returned  to  this  country  the  same  fall,  bring- 
ing his  mother  with  him.  He  then  located 
at  Bloomington,  Illinois,  where  he  worked 
in  the  coal  mines  for  a  short  time,  but  in 
1877  removed  to  his  present  farm,  ha\ing 
purchased  it  from  his  brother's  heirs.  It  is 
a  well  improved  place,  having  a  good  house 
and  barn,  and  is  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

In  1876,  at  Bloomington,  !Mr.  Hedbloom 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Betsy 
Peterson  Berg,  also  a  native  of  Sweden, 
where  her  parents,  Eric  and  Catherine 
(Larson)  Berg,  still  reside.  Nine  children 
were  born  of  this  luiion  and  with  one  ex- 
ception all  are  still  living,  namely:  Peter 
Emil;  Ida;  Hulda.  who  died  in  1880; 
George ;  Inez ;  Hulda ;  Oscar ;  \'ictor ;  and 
Alice. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hedbloom  is 
independent,  and  he  has  efficiently  served  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board  in  his  district. 
He  is  one  of  the  honored  and  representative 
citizens  of  Andover  township,  and  is  highly 
respected    and    esteemed  bv  all  who  know 


HENRY  JOHNSON. 

This  well-known  merchant  and  leading 
business  man  of  Orion,  Illinois,  has  shown 
in   his   successful   career  that    he    has    the 
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ability  to  plan  wisely  and  execute  with  en- 
ergy, a  combination  which,  when  possessed 
by  men  in  any  walk  of  life,  never  fails  to 
effect  notable  results. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  burn  on  the  Jjnd  of 
July,  1832,  in  Linkoping,  Kisa  Socken, 
Sweden,  of  which  country  his  parents,  Sam- 
uel and  Christina  (Lawson)  Johnson,  were 
also  natives.  In  1846  the  family  crossed  the 
ocean  to  America,  and  first  located  in  Buf- 
falo, New  York,  where  they  spent  about  two 
years,  coming  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  in 
1848.  The  father  purchased  a  Mexican 
war  land  warrant  which  he  located  on  sec- 
tion 3O,  Western  townshi]),  and  for  some 
years  successfully  engaged  in  the  operation 
of  his  land,  but  finally  sold  the  land  and  re- 
moved to  Orion,  where  he  spent  his  last  days, 
dying  there  in  1888,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  over  eighty  years.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  passed  away  many  years  previous, 
dying  of  cholera  in  1853.  In  her  loving 
nature,  she  took  into  her  home  several  emi- 
grants suffering  with  that  dread  disease, 
and  after  caring  for  them  she,  too,  was  taken 
sick  and  died.  After  her  death  he  again 
married.  By  his  first  union  he  had  three 
sons:  John  M.,  who  married  and  located 
in  Orion,  where  his  death  occurred ;  Henry, 
of  this  rex'iew ;  and  Andrew,  who  followed 
the  river  for  many  vears  as  clerk  and  steward 
on  different  steamers  and  died  in  St.  Louis. 

Henry  Johnson  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  the  new  world  and  since  1848  has 
been  a  resident  of  Illinois.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  began  his  business  career  as  an 
employe  in  a  hotel  at  Rock  Island,  where 
lie  remained  for  about  two  years,  and  for 
four  years  worked  in  a  brick  yard  there. 
Returning  to  Henry  county,  he  was  next 
employed  in  a  brick  yard  in  Andover  for 
two  years,  and  then  accepted  a  position  as 


clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Peterson  & 
.\nderson,  at  Andover,  remaining  with  them 
until  their  failure  during  the  coinmercial 
crash  of  1857-57.  After  assisting  in  set- 
tling up  the  business,  Mr.  Johnson  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  by  V.  M.  Ayers  for  about 
two  years,  and  then  was  for  one  year  farm- 
ing in  Western  township.  He  next  took 
charge  as  manager  for  V.  M.  Ayers  in  the 
milling  business,  taking  charge  of  the  grist 
and  custom  mill  belonging  to  him,  and  oper- 
ating it  successfully  for  five  years.  Itwas  then 
sold  to  Morrison  Francis,  and  Mr.  Johnson 
managed  for  him  two  years.  Purchasing  u 
tract  of  wild  prairie  land  in  Osco  township, 
Henry  county,  he  was  next  engaged  in  its 
improvement  and  cultivation  for  about  a 
year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  rented  the 
place  and  removed  to  Orion,  in  1870,  where 
he  built  a  good  residence.  Later  he  erected 
a  flouring  mill  in  partnership  with  Lloyd 
&  Peterson,  and  untler  the  firm  name  of 
Johnson,  Lloyd  &  Company  carried  on  the 
milling  business  most  successfully  for  sev- 
enteen and  a  half  years,  when  the  plant  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  In  1 882  he  had  purchased 
a  half  interest  in  the  established  mercantile 
business  of  John  Owen,  and  while  he  contin- 
ued to  engage  in  milling  he  employed  John  S. 
Smith  as  clerk  to  take  his  place  in  the  store. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Owen  he  purchased 
his  interest  from  the  administrators  of  the  se- 
tate,  and  then  sold  a  fourth  interest  in  the 
business  to  his  old  and  faithful  clerk.  John  S. 
Smith.  This  partnership  was  continued  un- 
til 1894.  when  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  county 
treasurer  and  Mr.  Johnson  bought  his  in- 
terest, and  has  since  been  alone  in  business. 
He  has  been  actively  connected  with  the 
store  since  1890,  and  by  fair  and  honorable 
dealing  and  courteous  treatment  of  his 
patrons    has    succeeded    in    building   up   an 
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excellent  trade.  In  years  of  continuous 
service  he  is  now  the  oldest  business  man 
ill  Orion,  and  his  success  has  been  most 
worthily  achieved,  being  due  to  his  own  dili- 
gence, enterprise  and  straightforward  busi- 
ness course,  for  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  with  no  capital  and  from  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  has  been  dependent  upon 
his  own  resources  for  a  livelihood. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1858,  in  Andover, 
Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Catherine  Olson,  who  is  also  a  native 
of  Sweden,  and  was  a  miss  of  about  ten  sum- 
mers when  she  came  to  the  United  States. 
Her  father  died  during  the  voyage.  On 
landing  she  antl  her  mother  proceeded  at 
once  to  Henry  cmnty,  Illinois,  and  she  grew 
to  womanhood  in  Andover  township.  Unto 
Mv.  and  I\Irs.  Johnson  were  born  two  chil- 
dren. Lineas  was  accidentally  killed  in  an 
elevator  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years;  and  Oliver  B.,  a  young  man  of  good 
business  ability  and  sterling  character,  now 
assists  his  father  in  the  store. 

]\Ir.  Johnson  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856,  but  is 
now  independent  in  politics,  voting  for  the 
men  whom  he  believes  best  qualified  to  fill 
the  offices,  regardless  of  party  lines.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Orion,  in  which  he 
has  filled  all  the  chairs  and  is  now  past 
grand,  and  is  also  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, wliich  he  has  represented  in  the  grand 
lodge  of  the  state.  His  life  has  been  an 
active  and  useful  one,  in  which  he  has  not 
only  won  success  but  has  also  gained  for 
him  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact 
cither  in  business  or  social  life. 


WILLIAM  N.  GLENN. 

If  one  desires  to  gain  a  vivid  realization 
of  the  rapid  advance  in  civilization  which 
the  last  few  decades  have  brought  about^  he 
can  listen  to  the  stories  of  men  w^ho  are  s^ill 
hving  among  us  and  by  no  means  overbur- 
aened  with  years,  and  who  can  tell  of  their 
boyhood.  As  a  native  of  Henry  county  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  can  relate  many  inter- 
esting incidents  of  pioneer^  days  when  this 
region  was  all  wild  and  unimproved,  when 
deer,  turkeys  and  other  wild  game  was 
plentiful,  before  the  days  of  railroads,  tele- 
egraphs  and  telephones. 

Mr.  Glenn  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Colona  township,  on  the  i8th  of  May, 
1838,  a  son  of  James  Glenn,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Kentucky,  and  in  1835  came 
to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  being  one  of  the 
first  to  locate  here.  He  pre-empted  a  claim 
ui  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  later 
entered  the  land,  wdiich  he  made  his  home 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Pros- 
pering in  his  farming  operations,  he  became 
the  owner  of  four  good  farms,  and  was 
numbered  among  the  well-to-do  and  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  community,  as  well,  as 
one  of  its  highly  respected  and  honored  citi- 
zens. In  this  county  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Nancy  Kincaid,  a  sister  of 
(i.  W.  Kincaid,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  She  died  May 
10,  1896,  and  his  death  occurred  August 
26,  1896. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm  amid  pioneer 
scenes,  William  N.  Glenn  obtained  his  liter- 
ary education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
gave  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  labors  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  About  1856  he 
bought   one   hundred   and    sixtv    acres    of 
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wild  land  on  section  31,  Colona  township, 
where  he  now  resides,  and  to  its  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  he  at  once  turned  his 
attention.  Acre  after  acre  was  placed  un- 
der the  plow  until  the  entire  amount  was 
highly  cultivated,  and  all  the  improvements 
found  thereon  are  of  a  substantial  character. 
As  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  he  has  met  with 
•excellent  success,  and  is  to-day  the  owner  of 
a  most  desirable  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  acres  pleasantly  located  within 
two  miles  of  Coal  Valley.  He  was  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  telephone  line  and  had 
one  of  the  first  'phones  in  his  vicinity.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  a  stockholder  in  the 
Mutual  Insurance  Company.  He  is  a  large 
stock  feeder  and  has  fine  cattle  upon  his 
farm. 

In  1866,  in  Henry  county,  was  celebrat- 
ed the  marriage  of  Mr.  Glenn  and  Miss 
Ellen  R.  Reynolds,  who  was  born  in  ]\Ioline, 
Illinois,  but  was  principally  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Henry  county,  attending  the  com- 
mon and  high  schools  of  Geneseo,  and  suc- 
cessfully engaging  in  teaching  prior  to  hef 
marriage.  By  this  union  was  born  a  son, 
James  N.,  who  married  Lina  Lease  and  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  December 
30,  1897.  He  left  a  wife  and  two  children, 
Lois  and  Jean  Neva,  all  of  whom  live  with 
our  subject. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Glenn  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  partv, 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  i860.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  county  central  committee,  and  has 
taken  quite  an  active  and  influential  part  in 
local  politics.  For  three  years  he  most  effi- 
cienth'  served  as  supervisor,  has  also  served 
as  township  trustee,  and  has  filled  other  po- 
sitions of  honor  and   trust  with   credit  to 


himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  Fraternally  he  is  an  honored 
member  of  Coal  Valley  Lodge,  No.  547, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter. 
They  are  people  of  prominence  in  their 
community  and  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  its 
best  homes.  Mrs.  Glenn  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Coal  Valley,  of 
which  Mr.  Glenn  is  an  attendant  and  sup- 
porter. 


DANIEL  S.  MASCALL. 

Prominent  among  the  business  men  of 
Cambridge  is  numbered  the  subject  of  this 
review,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  liverymen 
of  that  place.  No  one  in  the  vicinity  is  better 
known,  for  his  entire  life  has  been  spent 
here,  and  all  his  interests  from  boyhood  have 
been  closely  associated  with  those  of  this 
locality.  In  his  special  line  of  business  he 
has  met  with  success,  and  by  the  energy  and 
zeal  which  he  has  manifested  he  has  won 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  public. 

A  native  of  Henry  county,  Mr.  Mascall 
was  born  in  Cambridge  township  March 
10,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Mary 
A.  (Lilly)  Mascall,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  is  the  third  in 
order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children. 

In  early  life  Daniel  S.  Mascall  acquired 
a  fair  knowledge  of  the  common  English 
branches  of  learning  in  the  public  schools 
of  Cambridge,  in  which  city  he  grew  to 
manhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left 
home  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
He  married  IMiss  Julia  Perkins,  who  was 
born  in  A'irginia,  and  they  have  become  the 
parents  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.     Those  living  are:  Mary  J.  and 
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James  D.,  both  attending  the  Cambridge 
schools:  and  Eva  A.  and  Ralpli.  at  home. 
On  starting  out  in  hfe  for  himself  Mr. 
Mascall  embarked  in  the  horse  business,  buy- 
ing for  shipment  to  tiie  northern  markets. 
Some  years  ago  he  purchased  a  livery  stable 
in  Cambridge,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully, and  as  he  conducted  the  business  on 
strictly  business  principles  he  built  up  an 
excellent  trade  and  received  the  confidence 
of  the  entire  comunity.  Since  then  he  has 
bought  and  sold  the  business  several  times, 
but  for  the  past  thirteen  years  he  has  had 
charge  of  the  stable  uninterruptedly.  Be- 
sides his  city  property  he  now  owns  three 
hundred  acres  of  fine  farming  land  in  Cam- 
bridge township,  which  he  rents.  Since  at- 
taining his  majority  he  has  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  taken 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs  aside  from 
voting.  Socially  he  is  quite  popular  with 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge 
of  Cambridge. 


WILLIAM   DURMAXX. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  narrative  is 
one  of  the  niost  successful  anil  progressive 
farmers  and  stock  raisers  within  the  borders 
of  Colona  township,  his  place  of  residence 
being  the  old  Durmann  homestead  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  ^;i.  He 
lias  made  his  special  field  of  industry  an 
eminent  success.  He  is  a  native  of  Illinois, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Black  Hawk 
township,  Rock  Island  countv,  .March  15, 
1856. 

His  father,  Joseph  Durmann.  was  Ixirn 
and  reared  in  Germany,  where  lie  learned 
the  cooper's  trade,  and  as  a  young  man  he 


came  to  the  United  States,  first  locating  in 
St.  Louis,  where  he  pursued  that  vocation  for 
a  time.  In  1836.  he  removed  to  Rock  Island, 
Illinois  (then  called  Stephenson),  where  he 
and  John  Staubach  started  the  first  cooper 
shop.  In  partnership  with  August  Littig 
he  also  established  the  first  brewery  at  that 
place.  There  he  married  Miss  Amanda 
Killing,  a  German  lady,  and  they  continued 
to  make  their  home  in  Rock  Island  and  ]Milan 
for  some  years.  They  finally  located  on  a 
farm  one  mile  west  of  Coal  Valley,  where 
they  resided  for  four  years,  and  on  disposing 
of  that  place  Mr.  Durmann  bought  the  farm 
in  Colona  township  where  our  subject  now 
lives.  He  built  a  gnod  residence  on  the 
place,  and  made  many  other  improvements 
which  enhanced  its  value  and  attractive  ap- 
pearance. Upon  tliis  farm  he  passed  away 
JMarch  4.  1896.  and  his  wife  died  July  26, 
1898. 

William  Durmann  was  reared  in  much 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day, 
and  his  early  education,  acquired  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  was  supplemented  by  a  year's 
attendance  at  the  Davenport  Business  Col- 
lege. He  aided  his  father  in  the  operation 
of  the  farm  until  thirty-two  years  of  age, 
and  for  his  services  his  father  gave  him  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixt}'  acres  near 
Cordova,  in  Rock  Island  county. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's 
journey  Mr.  Durmann  c'hose  Miss  Lottie 
Washburn,  their  marriage  being  celebrated 
in  Henry  county,  on  the  i6th  of  ^larch, 
1892.  She  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
C.  E.  Washburn,  who.se  sketch  and  portrait 
appear  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Two 
children  bless  this  union.  Dorsey  and  Chaun- 
cey. 

For  a  vear  or  more  after  his  marriage. 
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Mr.  Durniaiin  continued  to  engage  in  farm- 
ing on  the  old  lioniestead.  and  then  removed 
to  his  own  farm  in  Rock  Island  county,  to 
the  further  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  devoted  five  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  period  he  purchased  the  interests  of 
the  other  heirs  in  the  old  homestead  in  Co- 
lona  township,  and  has  since  resided  thereon, 
while  he  rented  his  farm  in  Rock  Island 
county.  He  feeds  considerable  stock  for 
market,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  and  stock  raisers  in  Colona 
township.  Politically  Mr.  Durmann  is  a 
Jeffersonian  Democrat,  and  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  as 
township  collector  four  years;  asses.sor  one 
}-ear;  and  school  director  fifteen  years.  He 
is  still  a  member  of  the  school  Ixiard,  and 
has  clone  much  to  secure  better  schools  and 
more  competent  teachers  in  his  district.  He 
is  progressive  and  enterprising,  and  gives  his 
supiK)rt  to  all  measures  which  he  believes 
calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 


JA^IES   MASCALL. 

Among  the  honored  early  settlers  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Henry  county 
was  James  IMascall.  who  took  a  very  active 
and  prominent  part  in  the  development  of 
this  region.  He  was  born  in  East  Kent, 
England,  on  the  29th  of  January,  18 14.  and 
in  1830  accompanied  his  parents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Neeves)  Mascall,  on  their  emi- 
gration to  America.  The  family  first  lo- 
cated in  Litchfield.  Pennsylvania,  where  they 
spent  eight  years,  and  then  came  to  Illinois. 
After  a  short  time  passed  in  Stark  couny, 
they  located,  in  Henry  county  the  same  year 
— 1838.     At  that  time  there  were  but  few 


setlements  on  the  prairie,  and  most  of  the 
land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition, 
very  few  improvements  having  been  made 
throughout  the  country. 

Our  subject  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  15,  Cam- 
bridge township,  and  was  interested  in  farm- 
ing during  his  active  business  life.  Although 
he  met  with  many  misfortunes  he  steadily 
prospered,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
owned  about  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land. 
Eighteen  years  after  coming  to  Henry 
count}-  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  and  pro- 
\ision  business  in  Cambridge,  and  in  that 
enterprise  was  very  successful.  His  capital 
on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  was  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  but  by  judicious  invest- 
ments and  the  rise  in  value  of  land  as  the 
country  become  more  thickly  settled  he 
prospered,  and  in  all  his  undertakings  met 
with   success. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1848,  .Mr.  Mascall 
was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Mary  A. 
Lilly,  who  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  New 
York,  August  i,  1827,  a  daughter  of  Carlo 
H.  and  Wealthy  (Ladd)  Lilly,  also  natives 
of  the  Empire  state,  where  her  father  died. 
In  1846  Mrs.  Lilly  came  to  Henry  county, 
Illinois,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  her  life 
with  her  eight  children,  her  death  occurring 
in  Andover  township.  The  children  born 
to  ]Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Mascall  were  as  follows: 
lohn  R.,  who  grew  to  manhood  in  Henry 
county,  but  is  now  a  resident  of  What  Cheer, 
Iowa ;  Jennie,  wife  of  Peter  W^alline,  of  Cal- 
ifornia; Daniel  S.,  who  is  represented  on 
another  page  of  this  volume;  Annie,  wife  of 
Seth  Perkins  of  Chicago,  Illinois ;  and  Mary, 
wife  of  Robert  Melloy,  of  Cambridge.  The 
children  were  all  reared  and  educated  in  this 
countv.  The  mother  of  this  family,  who 
was  a  \erv  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
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I'^piscopal  Cliurch,  died  in  Cambridge,  in 
April,  1900,  loved  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

Mr.  Ma.scall  was  never  a  very  healthy 
man  and  unfortunately  niet  with  a  number 
of  accidents,  which  finally,  as  a  very  great 
affliction,  caused  him  to  lose  his  eye-sight 
about  1879.  His  was  a  varied  career  with 
many  ups  and  downs,  but  with  indomitable 
energy  he  conquered  fate,  and  he  became  one 
of  the  wealthiest  and  most  substantial  men 
of  Cambridge,  where  his  death  occurred. 
For  a  time  he  was  engaged  in  buying  grain 
tjuite  extensively,  and  was  prominently  iden- 
tified with  a  numlier  of  business  enterprises. 
As  a  citizen  he  was  always  true  and  faith- 
ful to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  an 
of  the  community,  he  was  well  worthy  of 
the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  uniforiuly 
held. 


JOHX  H.  LIPPIXCOTT. 

The  deserved  reward  of  a  well-spent  life 
is  an  honored  retirement  from  Ijusiness  in 
which  to  en.joy  the  fruits  of  former  toil. 
To-day,  after  a  useful  and  beneficial  career. 
John  H.  Lii)i)incott  is  (|uietly  li\ing  at  his 
pleasant  home  in  Orion,  Illinois,  surrounded 
by  the  comfort  that  earnest  labor  has  brought 
him. 

Mr.  Pijipincott  was  born  in  Springboro, 
Warren  county,  Ohio,  on  the  10th  of  Aug- 
ust, 1837,  and  is  a  son  of  I'cnnington  Eip- 
pincott,  wlu>  was  born  at  .Moorstown,  Xew 
Jersey,  in  iSu8.  The  ])aternal  grandfather, 
Thomas  Lii)pincott,  was  also  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  in  which  state  the  family  was 
founded  at  an  early  day  by  English  enfi- 
grants.  Reared  in  his  native  state,  Pen- 
nington Lippincutt  there  learned  the  black- 


smith's and  wagonmaker's  trades,  at  which 
lit  subsecjuently  worked  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
v>hen  a  young  man.  Later  he  located  in 
Warren  county,  Ohio,  and  opened  a  shop  at 
Springboro,  which  he  conducted  some 
\-ears.  There  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
I\Iiss  Susan  Haines,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Xew^  Jersey,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Haines,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ohio. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  during  the  child- 
hood of  our  subject,  about  1843,  'i'^*^  the  fa- 
ther afterward  married  Alary  J.  Haines, 
who,  thougii  of  the  same  name,  was  no  rela- 
tive of  his  first  wife.  In  1850  he  came  to 
Illinois,  and  purchased  a  farm  near  what  is 
now  Sherrard,  Mercer  county,  to  the  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  which  he  de- 
voted his  attention  for  some  years,  but  spent 
his  last  days  with  our  subject  in  Orion, 
where  he  died  December  20.  1896,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-eight  years,  lacking 
four  days. 

John  H.  Lippincott  was  a  lad  of  thirteen 
vears  of  age  wdieir  he  came  with  his  father 
to  Illinois,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  upon 
the  home  farm  in  Mercer  county.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  near  his  boy- 
hood home,  but  is  mostly  self-educated  by 
reading  and  study  in  subsequent  years. 
Feeling  that  his  country  needed  his  services 
during  the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted  in  Aug- 
ust, 1862,  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Second  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry,  which 
became  a  jiart  of  the  Arniv  of  the  Tennessee. 
He  ])articii)atcd  in  the  battles  of  Resaca  and 
I'each  Tree  Creek,  and  all  of  the  engage- 
ments of  the  Atlanta  canii)aign,  and  after 
the  surrnder  of  th.at  city  went  with  Sherman 
on  his  celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  He  also 
took  part  in  the  last  engagement  of  the  war 
— the  battle  of  Bentonville,  X'orth  Carolina 
— and  then  marched  through  Richmond  to 
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Wasliington,  D.  C,  where  he  participated  in 
the  grand  review.  The  war  liaving  ended 
and  his  services  being  no  longer  needed,  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Washington,  and  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Chicago,  in  June,  1865, 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  JNIer- 
cer  county. 

On  the  19th  of  Seplenil)er,  1865,  at 
Orion,  Henry  county,  Mr.  Lippincott  was 
imited  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  T. 
Blackfan,  of  Orion,  who  was  born  in  Green- 
ville, Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  Septem- 
ber 2,  1839.  Her  ancestors  were  from 
England  and  were  among  the  Quakers  who 
first  settled  in  the  Keystone  state,  where  the 
birth  of  her  grandfather,  Samuel  Blackfan, 
occurred.  Her  parents,  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Trego)  Blackfan,  were  also  natives  of 
Bucks  county,  where  they  were  married 
September  16,  1835,  and  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  their  removal  to  Illi- 
nois in  1841.  They  located  at  Orion,  Hen- 
ry county,  then  known  as  West  La  Grange, 
where  Mr.  Blackfan  died  in  the  fall  of  1843. 
His  wife  long  survived  him  and  in  the  man- 
agement of  her  affairs  and  in  rearing  and  ed- 
ucating her  children  she  proved  a  most  ca- 
pable and  successful  person,  adding  materi- 
ally to  the  small  farm  left  by  her  husband. 
Her  death  occurred  in  Orion  January  16, 
1871.  She  had  a  private  school  in  her  home 
for  three  winters.  During  her  girlhood  ]\Irs. 
Lippincott  attended  both  private  and  public 
schools  of  Orion,  and  the  Genesee  Sem- 
inary. The  first  school  in  the  school  house 
at  Orion  was  when  she  was  sixteen  years 
old  and  which  she  then  attended.  Prior 
to  her  marriage  she  successfully  engaged 
in  teaching  for  some  time.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  one  son,  Charles  H,,  who  is 
assistant  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  JNIo- 
line  Plow  Company,    of    Moline,    Illinois. 


He  married  Miss  Nellie  M.  Stevens,  young- 
est daughter  of  George  Stevens,  president 
of  the  Moline  Plow  Company,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Mary  Stevens  Lippincott. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock 
raising  in  Mercer  county  for  seven  years,  and 
became  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  Renting  his  place 
in  1873,  he  moved  to  Orion,  where  he  pur- 
chased residence  property  and  has  since  lived 
retired  life.  As  he  succeeded  he  added  to 
his  farm  until  he  now  ov.-ns  a  fine  farm  of 
five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  with  three 
sets  of  farm  buildings.  Political! v  he  has 
been  a  life-long  Republican,  having  cast  his 
first  presidential  ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  i860,  but  he  has  never  sought  nor  desired 
ofiicial  honors,  though  he  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  village  board  of  Orion  and 
commander  of  the  Grand  Army  post  at  that 
place.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lippincott  were 
reared  in  the  belief  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  still  adhere  to  that  faith,  though  they 
n.ow  attend  and  give  to  the  support  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Orion.  They 
are  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  are 
held  in  high  regard  on  account  of  their  ster- 
ling worth  and  true  nobilitv  of  character. 


GEORGE  W.  BUCK. 

Among  the  honored  i)ioneers  of  Henry 
county  and  the  brave  defenders  of  tiie  Union 
during  the  Civil  war  was  George  W.  Buck, 
\\hose  home  is  on  section  6,  Western  town- 
ship, where  he  owns  and  operates  an  excel- 
lent farm  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres.  He 
also  has  an  adjoining  tract  of  three  hundred 
and  ten  acres  in  Rock  Island  countv,  and  in 
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the  management  of  liis  property  is  meeting 
with  most  gratifying  success. 

Air.  Buck  was  born  in  Chautauijua  coun- 
ty. New  York.  April  9,  1834,  and  is  a  son 
of  Roswell  and  Harriet  (Meech)  Buck,  na- 
tives of  Massachusetts,  where  their  marriage 
was  celebrated.  They  were  early  settlers 
of  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  where 
Ixith  died,  the  mother  when  he  was  but  three 
weeks  old.  and  the  father  in  i<S6i.  On  the 
death  of  his  mother  he  was  taken  antl  reared 
by  Isaac  Stanbro.  with  wlmm  he  came  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  May,  1838,  locat- 
ing in  Hanna  township.  As  soon  as  old 
enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  he  com- 
menced to  help  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  and 
continued  to  aid  in  its  operation  until  1851, 
xvhen  he  stoiled  out  in  life  for  himself,  being 
engaged  in  lafting  on  the  Mississippi  river 
for  about  two  years.  For  a  few  years  fol- 
lowing this  he  worked  liy  the  month  on 
farms  in  Henry  county,  and  then  purchased 
eight  yoke  of  cattle  and  engaged  in  breaking 
prairie  for  three  seasons.  In  1859  he 
crossed  the  plains  to  California  with  oxen, 
the  journey  occupying  the  entire  summer, 
and  for  aliout  two  years  followed  mining 
and  other  occupations  on  the  Pacific  slope, 
returning  home  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  and 
New  York. 

In  the  meantime  the  count r\-  had  become 
involved  in  Civil  war.  and  on  the  15th  of 
August.  i86_'.  Mr.  Buck  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C.  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illi- 
nois \'oiuntccr  Infantry,  being  mustered 
into  service  as  sergeant.  He  was  on  de- 
tached duty  most  of  the  time  as  wagon  mas- 
ter, and  while  in  .Xortii  Carolina  was  made 
master  of  transportation  of  the  'Hiird  Divi- 
sion, Twenty-third  Army  Cori)s.  On  the 
cessation  of  ho.stilities  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Green.sboro.   North  Carolina,  in 


June.  1865,  and  after  being  paid  off  at 
Chicago,  July  7,  returned  to  his  home  in 
Henry    county. 

Air.  Buck  then  purchased  a  farm  of 
sixty-six  acres  on  section  6,  Western  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
\\'hen  he  located  thereon  it  was  but  slightly 
improved,  and  to  its  further  development 
and  cultivation  he  has  since  devoted  his  en- 
ergies. He  has  addetl  to  the  original  pur- 
chase from  time  to  time  and  now  owns  b\e 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  very  valuable 
and  producti\-e  land  in  Henry  and  Rock 
Island  counties,  which  he  has  placed  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  For  many  years 
he  has  rented  other  property,  and  for  some 
years  operated  about  one  thousand  acres, 
which  under  his  careful  management  is  made 
to  yield  a  golden  trilnite  in  return  for  the 
care  anil  laljor  bestowed  upon  it.  He  is  ac- 
counted one  of  the  most  skillful  and  thor- 
ough farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  his  com- 
munity, and  his  success  has  been  worthily 
achieved  as  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self empty-handed,  and  his  prosperity  is  but 
the  just  reward  of  continuous  labor,  hon- 
orable dealing  and  good  management. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1863,  while  home 
on  a  furlough,  Mr.  Buck  was  married  to 
Aliss  Alary  A.  Glenn,  a  nati\e  of  Henry 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  James  Glenn^ 
who  located  here  as  early  as  1835.  and  built 
the  first  house  in  the  county.  He  was 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  this 
section  of  the  state,  and  was  always  a  good 
friend  of  Air.  Buck.  Our  subject  has  l>een 
called  uix)n  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  estima- 
ble wife,  who  died  June  26.  1897.  '^i'"^  ^^'^^ 
laid  to  rest  in  Glenwood  cemetery.  By  that 
union  he  had  fc^ur  children:  George  B..  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Moline.  Illinois; 
Alary  Eliza,  now  the  wife  of  George  Aliller; 
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Cliarles  G..  at  liome;  and  James  Dana,  who 
was  married  and  died  in  this  county  June 
i6,    1895. 

On  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Buck 
supported  John  C.  Fremont  for  the  presi- 
dency in  1856,  and  has  since  been  unswerv- 
ing in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party 
and  its  principles.  His  fellow  citizens  rec- 
ognizing his  worth  and  ability  have  often 
called  him  to  positions  of  public  trust,  and 
he  has  most  capably  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  township  collector  and  trustee,  and 
supervisor  for  eight  years.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  numerous  committees,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  that  erected  the  sol- 
diers' monument  at  Cambridge.  For  the 
long  period  of  twenty-one  years  he  served 
as  school  director,  and  for  some  time  was 
president  and  clerk  of  the  district.  He  is 
past  command  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at 
Orion,  and  is  one  of  the  most  honored  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  his  community. 
As  a  pioneer  of  the  county  he  has  witnessed 
almost  its  entire  growth  and  development, 
and  in  the  work  of  improvement  he  has  ever 
borne  his  part. 


JOHN  A.  FORS. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Henr}-  county 
k  numbered  John  A.  Fors,  who  belongs  to 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Andover  town- 
ship, where  he  now  makes  his  home  on  sec-* 
tion  4,  though  he  was  born  in  Linn  township, 
December  22,  1866,  a  son  of  Andrew  M.  and 
Johanna  (Falk)  Fors,  both  natives  of  Swe- 
den. The  mother  died  in  Andover  April 
14,  1899,  at  about  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years,  and  since  her  death  the  father  has 
made  his  home  with  his  children  in  Moline 


and  Andover  township.  He  was  born  in 
1828.  and  in  early  life  learned  the  tailor's 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  Sweden,  but  in 
this  country  he  engaged  in  farming  through- 
out his  active  business  career.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  his  native  land  and  about  1859  came- 
to  the  United  States,  his  destination  being 
Henry  county.  Illinois.  He  purchased  cightv 
acres  of  land  in  Lynn  township,  a  part  of 
which  was  raw  prairie,  the  remainder  timber 
land,  and  soon  improved  the  same.  Subse- 
(luently  he  bought  the  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  4.  where  our  sub- 
ject now  resides,  and  located  thereon  about 
1875,  being  actively  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  here  for  several  years.  He  then 
lived  a  retired  life  in  the  village  of  .Andover, 
where  his  wife  died.  His  father.  Mr.  Fors- 
borg,  came  to  Henry  county  and  settled  near 
the  present  site  of  Andover,  being  one  of  its 
first  settlers,  at  which  time  there  was  not  a 
house  between  his  home  and  Geneseo.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  locate  on  the  prairie. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  his 
wife  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five,  and 
both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Andover  ceme- 
tery. They  had  three  daughters  who  are 
still  living,  namely :  Mrs.  Christina  Stein- 
holm,  of  Cambridge;  Clara,  wife  of  Otto 
Johnson,  of  Opheim ;  and  Anna.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  and  two  sisters  were  the  only 
ineml^ers  of  her  family  to  come  to  the  new 
world,  the  latter  being  Mrs.  Eva  Nelson,  a 
resident  of  Andover:  and  Mrs.  Clara  Lind- 
love.  of  W'oodhuU.  Illinois.  Both  her  par- 
ents lived  to  an  advanced  age.  one  of  them 
being  about  ninety-six  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  death. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  Andrew 
M.  and  Johanna  Fors  two  are  now  deceased. 
Those  living  are  Peter,  a  successful  farmer 
of  Iowa;  Frank  O.,  a  member  of  the  police 
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force  of  Pueblo,  Coloratlo;  Jolm  A.,  our  sub- 
ject; Julia,  wife  of  Frank  Palm,  of  Moline, 
where  he  is  employed  in  a  machine  shop; 
and  William  C.  a  farmer  on  section  20,  An- 
dover  township.  All  were  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  district  and  have  be- 
come useful  and  respected ,  members  of  so- 
ciety. The  father  is  a  valued  member  and 
supporter  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church 
of  Andover,  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican. 

On  the  home  farm  John  A.  Fors  grew  to 
manhood  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage,  December  19,  1894, 
j\liss  Ella  Florence  Burgman  becoming  his 
wife.  She  was  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa, 
December  7.  1873,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Fred  and  Tillie  (Johnson)  Burgman,  wh<.) 
were  born  in  Sweden  and  are  now  residents 
of  ]\Ioline,  Illinois.  ]\Irs.  h'ors  is  the  old- 
est of  their  three  children,  the  others  being 
Hattie  and  Emil,  both  at  home.  On  coming 
to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Burgman  first  set- 
tled in  Iowa.  This  was  in  1865,  when  he 
was  about  twenty  years  old.  He  made  his 
liome  in  various  places  until  after  his  mar- 
riage, January  19,  187J,  when  he  located  in 
Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  as 
a  plumber  of  the  gas  works.  Howe\-er,  he 
soon  moved  to  ^loline,  Illinois,  and  for  twen- 
ty years  was  a  salesman  in  the  Keator  lum- 
ber yards,  retaining  his  position  there  until 
the  yards  were  destroyed  by  fire.  He  then 
secured  a  position  with  the  Dimniock  (!t 
Gould  Lumber  Company,  with  whom  he 
yet  remains.  His  wife  came  to  ilic  I'nitcd 
States  with  her  parents.  John  V.  and  Johanna 
Johnson,  the  family  locating  in  Xew  Sweden, 
Iowa,  which  was  her  honic  until  her  m;n-- 
riage.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  h'ors  have  two  children  : 
l-'lorence  Olive,  aged  five  years;  and  Ruby 
^'iolet,  aged  one  vear. 


For  one  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Fors 
was  engaged  in  farming  upon  land  owned 
by  his  father  in  Knox  county,  this  state,  but 
since  then  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm 
on  section  4,  Andover  township,  Henry 
county.  His  father  was  the  first  to  improve 
the  place,  and  these  improvements  have  been 
added  to  and  kept  up  by  our  subject,  who  is 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  skillful  farmers  of  his  commun- 
ity. He  is  meeting  with  good  success,  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  by  friends  and  neigh- 
bors. Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church  and  politically  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party. 


MATS  ERSON. 


Prominent  among  the  honored  early  set- 
tlers of  Andover  township  is  Mats  Erson, 
whose  home  is  on  section  9,  where  he  owns 
a  well-improved  and  highly  cultivated  farm 
of  eighty  acres.  He  has  laid  many  rods  of 
tiling,  has  erected  good  and  substantial 
buildings  and  made  other  necessary  improve- 
ments to  make  it  a  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home. 

^Ir.  Erson  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the 
9th  of  August,  1 82 1,  and  is  the  eldest  child 
of  Eric  and  Breeta  (Hillen)  Matson,  who 
were  life-long  residents  of  that  country. 
They  were  educated  in  the  early  schools  of 
their  native  land,  and  were  honest,  hard- 
working and  highly  respected  people.  In 
their  family  were  five  children,  namely: 
Mats,  of  this  review;  Hillen,  the  eldest 
(laughter,  who  is  still  a  resident  of  Sweden; 
Catherine,  deceased;  Breeta,  a  resident  of 
Sweden ;  and  Christine,  deceased. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mats 
Erson  attended  the  schools  of  Sweden,  and 
worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm.     Hear- 
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ing  sucli  good  reports  of  the  progress  of  the 
new  world  and  the  chances  for  a  poor  man 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  he  resolved  to 
try  his  fortune  here.  Prior  to  his  emigra- 
tion, however,  he  was  married,  in  1846,  to 
Miss  Breeta  Olson,  who  was  born  in  181 1. 
On  the  28th  of  June,  1849,  they  sailed  for 
this  country,  and  on  landing  proceeded  at 
once  to  Andover,  Illinois,  where  they  ar- 
rived October  16,  1849. 

Here  Mr.  Erson  worked  by  the  month 
for  a  short  time.  He  then  had  but  little 
capital,  and  with  the  hope  of  making  money 
more  quickly  he  went  to  he  gold  tields  of 
California  in  the  spring  of  1850,  being  one 
of  a  party  of  five  who  made  the  trip  over- 
land with  horse  teams.  After  reaching  the 
Pacific  coast,  thej'  engaged  in  prospecting 
in  California  for  eleven  months,  and  in 
course  of  their  mining  operations,  each  made 
a  stake  for  himself  and  then  returned  to 
their  chosen  home — Illinois.  They  took  a 
steamer  August  2,  1851,  for  Panama,  and 
on  the  22d  of  September,  following,  were  in 
Andover,  coming  by  way  of  New  York. 
During  the  trip  both  ways  Mr.  Erson  met 
with  many  adventures  and  endured  many 
privations,  but  he  felt  repaid  for  them, 
however.  On  again  reaching  Henry  coun- 
ty, he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 16,  Andover  township,  and  built  there- 
on a  house,  in  which  the  family  lived  while 
he  began  the  improvement  and  cultivation 
of  his  land.  As  he  prospered  in  his  labors  he 
was  at  length  able  to  purchase  another  tract 
of  eighty  acres  upon  which  he  now  li\es. 

Mr.  Erson  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  passed 
away  April  5,  1897.  They  had  no  children. 
In  1 88 1  Olof  Hellblom,  a  son  of  his  sister 
Hellen,  came  to  America,  and  has  since 
rented  his  uncle's  farm,  making  his  home  in 


the  house  first  erected  by  our  subject.  Since 
his  wife's  death  Mr.  Erson  has  resided  with 
him,  having  given  him  the  forty-acre  tract 
on  section  16.  Mr.  Hellblom  is  married 
and  has  seven  children. 

Mr.  Erson  has  always  lived  a  quiet,  un- 
eventful life  and  has  been  a  supporter  of  all 
movements  that  have  tended  to  advance  the 
interests  or  aid  in  the  development  of  the 
county  and  ct)mmunity  in  which  he  makes 
his  home.  On  his  arrival  here  there  were  but 
few  houses  in  Andover  or  between  that 
place  and  Geneseo.  He  has  watched  with 
interest  the  many  changes  that  have  since 
taken  place  and  in  the  work  of  advancement 
has  ever  borne  his  part.  Since  voting  for 
John  C.  Fremont,  in  1856,  he  has  been  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
its  principles,  and  has  efficiently  filled  sev- 
eral minor  offices  of  his  township,  as  well 
as  that  of  school  director.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  members  of  the 
Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  An- 
dover, and  has  been  one  of  its  trustees  since 
1854,  and  has  also  been  a  steward  for  thir- 
ty-nine years.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers of  the  Old  Settlers'  Association  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs.  His 
has  been  an  active  and  useful  life,  and  al- 
though now  well  advanced  in  years  he  still 
enjoys  excellent  health,  though  he  has  re- 
tired from  active  labor,  and  in  ease  and  re- 
tirement is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  former 
toil.  No  man  in  the  community  is  held  in 
higher  regard  or  has  more  warm  friends 
than  Mr.  Erson,  of  this  review. 


ANDREW  P.  NORELL. 
Among  the  leading  farmers  and  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Andover  township  is 
numbered  A.   P.   Norell,  who  was  born  in 
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Sweden,  April  12.  1826.  His  parents,  Peter 
A.  and  Christine  Johnson,  were  also  natives 
of  Sweden  and  there  spent  their  entir  lives. 
Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  land,  and  prior  to  his  emigration  to 
America  was  married  in  1850  to  Miss  Brita 
Peterson,  who  was  also  horn  in  Sweden. 
He  was  thirty  years  <if  age  when  he  sailed 
from  Helsingland.  and  after  a  long  and 
■tedious  \-oyage  of  eight  weeks  landed  in  Xew 
York,  whence  he  proceeded  at  once  to  Ando- 
ver,  Henry  county,  Illinois.  In  that  village 
he  first  worked  at  day  labor.  Saving  what 
he  could  from  his  wages,  Mr.  Norell  was 
able  to  purchase  a  tract  of  ten  acres  in  Linn 
township  in  1861,  and  upon  that  place  he 
lived  for  four  years.  He  then  sold  and 
bought  one  luuulred  antl  se\'en  acres  nf  un- 
improved land  in  the  same  township,  upon 
which  he  erected  a  house  costing  two  thou- 
sand dollars  and  also  built  large  barns  and 
other  outbuildings.  On  disposing  of  that 
property  lie  came  to  Ando\-er  township  and 
purchased  his  present  highly  cultivated  and 
well  improved  farm  of  nne  hundreil  and  six- 
ty acres  on  sections  1 1  and  14.  and  has  since 
made  his  home  on  section  14. 

.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Xorell  are  the  i)arents  of 
three  children,  namel_\- :  Peter,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  li\-es  in  Nebraska;  Eric,  who  is 
married  and  makes  his  home  in  .Vndover 
township,  this  county;  and  John  .\l\in.  who 
resides  on  the  home  farm.  The  last  named 
was  married  in  .Xndoxer  townshi]),  Decem- 
ber I  I,  1897.  to  Miss  Olive  .\onl(|uist.  a  na- 
tive of  Andovcr  and  a  daughter  of  1^.  Xord- 
(|uist,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  township.  By  this  union  there  are  two 
chil.hen,  .\nna  l-.lizal.eth  and  |ohn  Eric  .\. 
Xorell. 

I'olitically  Mr.  Xorell  is  a  supi)orter  of 
the   i'iepublican  party,   and   religiously  is  a 


member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
county  where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home, 
and  is  held  in  high  regard  on  account  of  his 
sterling  worth  and  excellent  character.  He 
is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  com- 
munity and  his  success  has  been  worthily 
achie\ed. 


M.  MAURY  XASH. 

This  well  known  and  popular  resident  of 
Osco  township,  whose  home  is  on  section 
35,  was  born  in  Coalsmouth,  West  Virginia, 
September  21,  1847.  His  father.  Rev. 
Francis  Burdett  Xash.  was  born  in  Si)ring- 
tield,  ]\Iassachusetts,  X'ovember  16,  181 2, 
and  when  a  mere  boy  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Connecticut,  where  he  had  to  sustain 
himself  at  manual  labor.  For  a  time  he  was 
with  a  brother  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont, 
where  he  attended  the  Franklin  County 
(jrammar  School.  In  i'829  he  returned  to 
Connecticut  and  read  medicine  at  W'ooling- 
ton.  He  was  next  a  teacher  at  Swedesboro, 
Xew  Jersey,  and  from  there  moved  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  entered  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  Lexington  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1837.  For  some  years  he  was  a 
missionary  of  his  church  in  Kentucky,  and 
he  devoted  his  whole  life  to  his  sacred  call- 
ing, preaching  in  Kentucky,  West  Virginia, 
Illinois  and  Minnesota,  his  last  charge  being 
in  the  latter  state.  At  one  time  he  was  a  res- 
ident of  Tiskilwa.  Bureau  county,  Illinois, 
and  his  circuit  covered  several  parishes.  He 
built  the  Epi.scopal  Church  at  Princeton, 
and  held  services  at  Cambridge,  Geneseo 
and  Osco.  conducting  the  first  meeting  in 
Cambridge.  In  1873  he  went  west,  but 
later   returned   to   Henrv   countv,   and   was 
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rector  of  the  church  at  Camhridge,  and  also 
at  Osco  until  1881  when  he  went  to  Min- 
nesota. He  was  well  known  by  all  pioneers, 
and  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  good 
works.  He  was  an  ardent  and  untiring 
worker  in  building  up  the  different  churches 
with  which  he  was  connected,  and  at  his 
death  left  a  record  of  which  his  family  may 
be  justly  proud.  He  died  October  6,  1890, 
at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Nashua,  Minne- 
sota, which  town  was  named  in  honor  of 
the  family.  His  father,  Ebenezer  Nash, 
was  al-so  a  preacher  of  western  New  York, 
and  was  of  old  New  England  stock.  While 
in  Kentucky  Francis  Burdett  Nash  married 
Elizabeth  Maury,  a  native  of  that  state,  who 
was  of  southern  ancestry,  her  family  being- 
slave  holders  in  the  south  before  the  war. 
She  died  in  Tiskilwa,  Bureau  county.  Illi- 
nois, in  1866.  Ten  children  were  horn  to 
them,  two  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood. 
The  others  were  Susan  P.,  a  resident  of 
Nashua,  Minnesota;  Miranda  P.,  widow  of 
Edward  Morris  and  a  resident  of  Minneap- 
olis; Elizalseth,  deceased;  M.  ^laury,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  Francis  B.,  a  graduate 
of  Griswold  College,  of  Davenport,  and  an 
Episcopal  clergyman  now  of  Newark,  Ohio; 
Harry  S.,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University 
and  a  clergyman  of  Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts ;  Fontian,  a  farmer  of  Nashua,  Minne- 
sota; and  Mary  L.,  a  music  teacher,  who 
died  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  (For  a  full  record 
see  the  "Townsend  Family  Record,"  and  the 
'■?sash  Genealogy.") 

In  early  toyhood  M.  Maury  Nash  at- 
tended the  common  schools  near  his  home 
and  later  took  a  course  at  Griswold  College, 
Davenport,  Iowa.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  began  earning  his  own  living,  and  being 
one  of  the  oldest  of  the  family,  he  assisted 
his   father   until   he  attained   his   majority, 


when  he  went  to  Missouri,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming,  remaining  there  three 
years.  We  next  find  him  in  Nebraska, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  stock  business. 
I-ater  he  moved  to  Iowa  where  he  owned  and 
operated  a  farm.  In  1879  he  moved  to 
Nashua,  Minnesota,  where  he  purchased  two 
sections  of  wild  prairie  land  with  his  brother, 
which  they  broke  up  and  put  in  wheat,  mak- 
ing his  home  there  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  assisted  in  organizing  the 
townships  and  county,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  justices  of  peace.  After  leaving  there 
in  1882  he  spent  about  two  years  in  hospitals 
having  his  eyes  treated,  and  in  1883  joined 
his  family  in  Iowa,  where  they  had  located 
on  the  removal  of  the  family  from  Nashua. 
In  1889  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 35,  Osco  township,  Henry  county,  to 
the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which 
he  has  since  de\oted  his  energies  with  most 
gratifying  results.  All  of  the  buildings 
found  upon  the  place  ha\e  been  erected  by 
him,  and  its  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  in- 
dicates the  careful  supervision  of  a  progres- 
sive farmer  and  thorough  business  man. 
He  is  a  prominent  stock  feeder,  buying  most- 
ly in  Nebraska  and  feeding  here. 

In  1880  Mr.  Nash  married  Miss  Amelia 
M.  Smith,  a  daughter  of  J.  H.  Smith,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume. She  was  born  March  15.  1857,  on 
the  farm  in  Osco  township  where  her  father 
settled  half  a  century  ago,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Cambridge  high  school,  after 
which  she  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  district  schools  of  Osco  township  for 
a  time.  By  her  marriage  to  our  subject 
she  has  become  the  mother  of  six  children, 
one  of  whom,  Lawrence,  tlied  at  the  age 
of  four  vears.     Those  living  are  Mary  L., 
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known  as  Lutie,  born  in  188.2 ;  Jared  B.,  born 
in  1884;  Anson  M.,  Irorn  in  1886;  Bessie, 
born  in  i8qo;  and  Jane  A.,  born  in  1899. 
Those  who  have  attained  a  sufficient  ag'e  are 
now  pursuing  tlieir  studies  in  tlie  district 
school. 

In  connection  with  farming  Mr.  Na.^h 
has  always  followed  the  stock  business  with 
the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  Minnesota, 
where  he  was  engaged  exclusively  in  the 
raising  cl  wheat.  He  deserves  great  credit 
for  what  lie  has  accomplished  in  life,  for 
since  an  early  age  he  has  depended  entire'y 
upon  his  own  resources.  Diligence  has 
been  the  keynote  to  his  success,  and  his  ex- 
ample is  one  that  might  be  proiitably  fol- 
lowed by  all  who  have  to  deperd  upon  their 
own  exertions.  His  worth  is  recognized' 
and  he  enjoys  the  friendship  of  many  of  the 
best  people  of  the  county.  In  the  various  lo- 
calities where  he  has  resided  he  has  taken  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs, 
has  always  been  a  member  of  tlie  township 
committee  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is 
now  chairman  of  the  same  in  Osco  township. 
He  has  also  been  prominently  identified  with 
educational  affairs,  and  is  now  a  school  di- 
rector. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Farmers  Institute,  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  management,  and  is  now  vice- 
president  of  the  county  institute.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  and  influential  members 
of  the  Episcoi)al  Church  of  Osco,  and  has 
been  vestrvman  of  the  same  for  ten  vears. 


S.XAIUELBENNISOX. 

This  well  known  retiro.l  miller  aiul  hoii 
.1  citizen  of  Kewanee.  lilinMis,  was  hori 
r   Manchester,   Cheshire.    iMigland.    l-\"h 


ruar}'  13,  1830,  his  parents  being  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Turner)  Bennison,  wlio  were 
married  November  29,  181 9.  In  1845  they 
came  to  America  on  a  sailing  vessel,  which 
was  nearly  six  weeks  in  crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic. Landing  in  New  York,  they  proceeded 
at  once  to  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  where 
the  father  worked  in  the  coal  mines  for  six 
years,  having  followed  that  lousiness  in  Eng- 
land. In  May,  185 1,  he  crossed  the  Alle- 
gheny mountains,  and  by  canal  and  steam- 
boat down  the  Ohio  river  and  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  he  went  to  the  lead  mines  in 
Shullshurg,  Wisconsin,  where  he  engaged  in 
prospecting  for  five  or  six  years,  but  met 
with  failure  in  that  venture,  losing  all  that 
lit  had  accumulated  by  sinking  deep  shafts. 
The  mining  company  of  which  he  was  a 
member  was  composed  of  himself,  his  four 
sons  and  one  son-in-law.  They  would  work 
at  their  mine  until  their  money  and  credit 
were  exhausted,  and  then,  while  some  of  the 
company  continued  the  lalior,  the  others 
would  work  for  wages  to  meet  their  expenses 
in  the  operation  of  their  mine.  In  1851  our 
subject  came  to  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  and 
found  employment  in  a  coal  mine  five  miles 
from  that  city,  and  while  working  there  he 
managed  to  sa\'e  one  hundred  dollars.  At 
that  time  the  others  were  also  in  the  employ 
(li  different  mining  companies,  but  were  no- 
tified that  they  must  either  work  their  own 
claim  or  give  it  up.  They  had  previously 
sunk  a  shaft  seventy-five  feet  deep  near 
Shullshurg,  Wisconsin,  to  which  our  sub- 
ject returned  on  leaving  the  coal  mines  of 
this  state,  and  resumed  work  there.  After 
iligging  about  fort_\-  feet  the  company  struck 
a  cave,  which  wa^-  twenty  feet  in  all  its  di- 
mensions, :uk1  was  lined  with  mineral  and 
loose  rock.  Their  labors  were  at  length 
crowned  with  success,  and  the  mine  became 
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very  valuable.  They  found  another  cave 
iiHirc  valuable  than  the  tirst.  and  the  mine 
was  worked  with  protit  U'  the  company. 
iJaving-  pro.spered  in  thi.s  venture,  the  father 
was  aljle  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares  and 
spend  his  last  days  in  ea.se  and  quiet,  .\fter 
tliirteen  years  spent  at  Shullsburg.  Wiscon- 
sin, he  came  to  Kewanee.  where  he  lived  re- 
tired until  his  dearh.  lie  was  born  July  20. 
1797,  and  died  .\ugust  j^.  1883.  His  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Manciiester,  I-lngiand,  .May 
20,  1798,  departed  this  life  January  6.  189(1. 
During  their  long  married  life  of  nearly 
two-thirds  of  a  century  they  were  never  se;)- 
arated  longer  than  three  nK)nths.  The  fa- 
ther was  confirmed  in  the  established  chiux-h 
of  England,  and  was  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday 
school,  but  later  joined  the  Primitive  Meth- 
odists, and  was  a  member  of  that  church  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  cou])le  were 
nine  chiklren,  namelv:  John,  a  miner  and 
miller,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sevent}--two 
years;  Bettie,  who  died  in  England  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two;  Eliza,  who  married 
Richard  Hill,  and  died  October  24,  1891,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-si.K  years  ;  William,  deceased  ; 
Samuel,  our  subject;  Henry,  who  died  in 
Kewanee;  Alary,  wife  of  Samuel  Hill,  of 
Mexico;  Thomas,  a  retired  merchant  of  Ke- 
wanee; and  James,  who  married  Lydia  Hew- 
ilt  October  8,  1861.  and  died  in  1865.  Only 
three  of  the  family  survived  their  mother, 
ai'd  these  are  still  living. 

While  engaged  in  mining  at  Shullsliiu'g, 
W^isconsin,  our  subject  and  his  brother  Hen- 
ry decided  to  go  to  California  on  accaunt  of 
the  latter's  health,  leaving  the  father  and 
brothers  to  operate  the  mine.  They  started 
in  January,  1855,  and  by  way  of  New  York 
and  the  Isthmus  went  to  the  gold  fields  of 
California,  being  four  weeks  in  making  the 


trip.  In  their  mining  o|)er;itions  there  they 
met  with  good  success,  and  Henrv  IV'unisun 
sjjcnt  twenty  years  im  the  Pacific  slii])e.  He 
then  returned  to  Kewanee.  where  his  death 
occiU"red.  Samuel  Bennison.  of  this  review, 
remained  in  C.alifornia  only  four  vears. 
.\fter  more  than  a  year's  separation  he  was 
joineil  by  his  wife,  and  together  tliev  rc- 
Ir.rned  east  in  1859,  by  the  Isthmus  route. 
h"or  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  lead 
mining  in  Wisconsin,  antl  in  1864  removed 
to  Kewanee,  Illinois,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  I"or  some  years  he  and  his  broth- 
ers were  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  mill- 
irig  business  at  this  place,  but  he  is  now  liv- 
ing a  retired  life,  enjo\'ing  a  well-earned 
rest.  He  has  had  to  overcome  many  obsta- 
cles in  the  path  to  success,  but  with  ileter- 
mined  efi'ort  he  has  worked  his  way  steadily 
ujiward.  ;uid  is  ti>-(lay  one  of  the  ijrospenais 
;md  substantial  citizens  of  the  connniniitv. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Hank 
of  Kewanee,  and  in  all  business  transactions 
his  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond. 
On  the  Jjth  of  September,  1855,  at 
Shullsburg,  Wisciinsin.  Mr.  Bennison  was 
luiited  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eleanor  Wort- 
ley,  also  ;i  native  of  Englantl,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  (ieorge  and  Catherine  (Wilkinson) 
Wortley.  Pier  father  was  born  in  Lincoln- 
shire, Alay  30.  1802,  and  brought  his  family 
to  America  in  1850,  locating  at  Shullsburg, 
Wisconsin.  He  was  a  local  preacher  in  the 
Primitive  Methodist  Church,  and  died  in 
1884.  His  first  wife  passed  away  dining  the 
iiifancy  of  Mrs.  Bennison.  who  is  now  the 
only  sm-vivor  <if  their  four  children,  those 
deceased  being  Ann.  Ceorge  and  Tiliza.  He 
was  again  married  in  1843,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mary  Linager,  who  is  still  living 
in  Shullsburg,  ^^'isconsin,  and  by  whom  he 
had  three  children — Rebecca,  Mar)-  J.  and 
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Musson.  Mrs.  Bennison  was  l>orn  iNIarch 
21,  1835,  and  was  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  slie  came  to  tlie  United  States  with 
tiie  family. 

Of  the  ten  chiUh-en  hurn  to  our  suhject 
.ar.d  his  wife,  two  died  in  infancy.  Tlie  C)th- 
crs  are  as  follows:  Eliza  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Tall>ott,  a  farmer  li\ing-  near  Ster- 
ling, Illinois,  and  they  have  four  children. 
Fretl,  (jrace.  Walter  and  Floyd;  James  H.. 
born  Decemher  4,  1S58.  <lied  Juh-  20,  1873; 
Louise  G.  is  the  wife  of  William  ^^lelhourn, 
a  machinist  of  Kewanee.  and  they  have  three 
children,  Harry,  Edward  and  Eleanor  (i. ; 
Samuel,  a  fanner  of  Kansas,  married  Helen 
Acre,  and  they  have  two  children,  Laura 
and  Harold;  George  W'.,  a  memher  of  the 
mercantile  fimi  of  George  W.  Bennison  & 
Brothers,  of  Kewanee,  married  Elizabeth 
Corkill,  and  they  have  two  children,  Seward 
A.  and  George;  Edward,  a  member  of  the 
.same  firm,  married  Augusta  Schaefer,  and 
tliey  have  three  children,  (irace,  Clarence 
and  Raymond ;  Alvin  C,  also  one  of  the 
same  firm,  dealers  in  dry  goods  and  grocer- 
ies at  Kewanee,  married  Zella  Stone,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Helen;  Elizabeth;  and 
Raymond  died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Bennison  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and  religiously  both  he  and  his  wife 
.are  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
vCongregational  Church.  They  are  widely 
.and  favorably  known,  and  are  held  in  high 
regard  on  account  of  their  sterling  worth 
;tnd  many  excellencies  of  character. 


CHARLES  E.  CHASE. 

Among  the  self  made  men  and  thrifty 
farmers  of  Henry  county  is  Charles  E.  Chase 
who  is  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  of  one  hun- 


dred acres  on  section  29,  \\'estern  township, 
within  two  miles  of  Orion.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  county  since  the  12th  of 
March,  1869,  and  has  been  actively  identi- 
fied with  its  agricultural  and  stock  raising 
interests. 

]Merrick  Chase,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  [Massachusetts,  in  181 1,  a  son  of  Ben- 
jamin Chase,  and  grandson  of  David  Chase, 
also  natives  of  the  old  Bay  state.  The  fam- 
ily is  originally  of  English  ancestry,  and  was 
founded  in  America  by  three  brothers,  one 
of  whom  settled  m  Massachusetts,  another 
iri  ]\Iaine,  and  the  third  in  New  Hampshire. 
At  an  early  day  Benjamin  Chase  removed  to 
Vermont,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
\\'indham  county,  where  the  father  of  our 
subject  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss 
Sarah  Maria  Brigham,  a  native  of  that  coun- 
ty. There  they  continued  to  resitle  until 
after  the  birth  of  all  their  children.  ]\lr. 
Chase  followed  farming,  hotel  keeping  and 
various  occtipations.  He  also  served  as  dep- 
uty sheriff  of  the  county.  In  1858  he  re- 
moved to  \\"ashington  county.  New  York, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1873,  when 
he  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  in 
partnership  with  our  subject  purchased  a 
farm  in  Western  township.  There  he  spent 
his  remaining  days,  dying  January  3,  1889. 
His  wife  survived  him  a  few  years,  and 
passed  away  in  1897. 

Charles  E.  Chase,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  born  in  Jacksonville,  Wind- 
ham county,  \'ermont,  on  the  17th  of  Jan- 
uar\-.  1844,  and  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  \\"ashington  county,  New  York, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  be- 
coming thoroughly  familiar  with  agricult- 
ural pursuits  and  acquiring  his  literary 
knowledge  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
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locality.  Coming  west  in  1869  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
\\here  he  worked  by  the  month  at  farm  labor 
for  three  3'ears,  and  then  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  on  section  29,  Western  township, 
in  company  with  his  father. 

Returning  to  Vermont  Mr.  Chase  was 
there  married  February  26,  1874,  to  Miss 
Sophia  H.  Farnesworth,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Windham  county, 
that  state,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching.  For  about  twelve 
years  she  made  her  home  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chase  have  one 
smi,  Arthur  F.,  who  is  now  in  his  senior 
}ear  at  Knox  College,  Galesburg. 

For  several  years  after  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Chase  engaged  in  farming  on  rented 
land  in  this  county,  but  on  the  death  of  his 
lather  located  on  the  farm  which  they  had 
purchased,  and  here  he  has  continued  to 
make  his  home.  He  has  made  many  im- 
pro\ements  upon  the  place,  including  the 
erection  of  a  good  residence,  barns  and  out- 
buildings, has  tiled  the  land  and  set  out 
fruit  and  shade  trees,  which  add  to  the  at- 
tractive appearance  of  the  farm.  He  also 
owns  a  forty-acre  tract  of  land  south  of 
Orion,  which  he  uses  as  pasture,  as  he  raises 
■considerable  stock,  keeping  on  hand  a  good 
grade  of  cattle,  hogs  and  horses. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  ^Ir.  Chase 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  having  always  sup- 
ported that  party  since  casting  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  General  U.  S.  Grant 
in  1868,  but  he  has  never  sought  official 
lionors.  He  has,  however,  efficiently  served 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  some 
years,  and  also  as  township  trustee.  Fre- 
ternally  he  is  a  member  of  Sherman  Lodge, 
No.  535,  A.  F.  &.  M.,  of  Orion,  while  re- 
ligiously his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 


odist Episcopal  Church.  His  success  in  life 
is  due  entirely  to  his  own  well  directed 
eftorth  for  he  began  his  business  career  with- 
out capital,  and  to  his  diligence,  industry 
and  good  management  may  be  attributed 
his  success. 


SIVILIAN  LESTER. 

Sivilian  Lester,  deceased,  was  numbered 
among  the  honored  pioneers  of  Henry  coun- 
ty, where  he  located  in  1840,  when  this 
region  was  mostly  wild  and  unimproved. 
In  the  work  of  development  he  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  early  days  and  aided  in  opening 
u])  the  country  to  civilization.  As  the  years 
passed  he  faithfully  performed  his  duties 
of  citizenship  and  his  interest  in  the  wel- 
f;u'e  and  progress  of  the  community  never 
a1)ated. 

Mr.  Lester  was  born  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty. New  York,  Maixh  17,  1828,  his  parents 
being  Samuel  T.  and  Emily  (Ward)  Lester, 
both  natives  of  the  Empire  state,  and  rep- 
resentatives of  old  colonial  families.  The 
Ijaternal  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Lester,  was 
a  member  of  a  Connecticut  regiment  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  After  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  New  York,  his  widow  came 
to  Henry  county.  Illinois,  with  a  daughter, 
and  died  here  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
fiiur  years,  her  remains  being  interred  in 
Wethersfield  township.  The  father,  Sam- 
uel T.  Lester,  followed  farming  throughout 
his  active  business  life  and  continued  to 
make  his  home  in  New  York  until  1840, 
when  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  located  in 
wliat  is  now  Burns  township,  Henry  county. 
His  last  days,  however,  were  spent  in  \\'eth- 
ersfield.  In  his  family  were  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Sivilian  was  the  oldest, 
llie  three  now  living  are  Matilda,  widow  of 
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J.  H.  Hall  aiul  a  resident  of  :\Iinnesota ; 
Nancy,  widow  of  William  Craig  and  a  resi- 
dent i>f  Smith's  Center,  Kansas:  and  Charles 
X.,  a  resident  of  Unrean  connty,  Illinois. 
The  early  edncation  <if  our  snl)ject  was 
ohtained  in  Xew  ^'nrk.  and  for  a  time  he 
attended  scIim. j1  in  Illinois  after  the  remo\'al 
of  the  fannl_\  u>  this  connty.  Although, 
tjnly  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death  the  responsihility  of  car- 
ing for  the  family  largel_\-  devolved  upon 
liim.  and  from  that  time  on  he  took  a  man's 
part.  He  remained  at  home  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  when  he  was  married, 
December  7,  JS31.  to  Miss  3.1artha  W. 
Dudley,  who  was  h,  irn  in  Ahmson.  Maine, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Warren  and  Alvena 
(Barrett)  Dudley,  the  former  a  native  of 
JMassachnsetts.  the  latter  of  .Maine.  Mr. 
Dirdley's  ancestors  were  of  Juiglish  origin. 
At  an  early  age  he  removed  with  his  par- 
ents. Luther  and  .Martha  Dudley,  to  the 
Pine  Tree  state,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  F"or  a  time  he  followed  farming 
in  Somerset  county,  Maine,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Piscata(|nis  county,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  1S4O,  when  he  came  to  Henry 
county.  Illinois,  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Ando\"er  townshij),  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land,  paying  for 
the  same  three  dollars  an  acre.  In  1853  he 
removed  to  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois, 
where  the  following  three  years  were  passed, 
and  then  went  to  Cedar  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  lit'e.  He  died  in  1873 
of  nervous  prostration  brought  on  by  tiie 
death  of  his  \vife,  who  died  very  suddenly 
of  iieart  failure  only  eight  days  before. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
all  of  whom  reached  man  and  womanhood, 
but  Luther  and  Bethiah  are  now  deceased; 


'\Iartha  is  the  widow  of  our  subject;  Jo- 
seph B.  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  near 
l)en\er,  Colorado;  Levi  is  also  deceased; 
Xelson  S.  is  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Helen 
is  the  wife  of  William  Te\is,  who  lives 
near  Sioux  Cit}',  Iowa;  and  Josiah  W.  died 
in  Andersonville  prison  in  1864  while  a 
])risoner  of  war. 

Eig'ht  children  were  born  to  ]\lr.  and 
Mrs.  Lester,  as  follows:  (i)  Lucetta  is  now 
the  wife  of  George  W.  Rogers,  of  \'alley 
county,  Xehraska,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren :  Thomas,  Anthony,  Daisy  and  Esther. 
(  2)  Rufus  was  killed  in  a  snow  slide  in 
Idaho,  in  March,  1882,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-eight years.  (3)  Ellen  Grace  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Leaming.  of  Kansas,  and  they 
have  one  child.  Aharetta.  (4)  Julia  X. 
i>  the  wife  of  Thomas  R.  Stanton,  (.)f  Ke- 
wanee,  and  they  have  three  children,  Mat- 
tie  E.,  Letha  A.  and  Ethel  L,,  all  attending 
school  at  that  place.  (5)  Juliet,  twin  sister 
of  Julia  X.,  married  George  Reed,  of  Xe- 
ponset.  Illinois,  and  died  September  i. 
1900.  (0)  Edmund,  who  lives  on  the  old 
home  farm  in  P.nrns  township,  wedded 
Mary  Potter,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Bessie,  Rufus  and  ( iuthirie.  (7)  Susie  is 
at  home  with  her  mother.  (8)  Samuel  \\'., 
who  also  li\es  on  the  home  farm,  mair'ed 
Eva  Wells,  and  they  have  one  child,  Leo. 

Throughout  his  active  Inisiness  life  -Mr. 
Lester  followed  farming,  .\fter  his  mar- 
riage he  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres 
with  no  impro\-ements  in  Burns  township, 
he  building  first  a  one-room  frame  house, 
16x20  feet,  in  which  he  and  his  family  lived 
until  i860,  when  it  was  enlarged,  making 
a  comfortable  and  commodious  residence, 
and  in  1865  he  built  a  tine  residence  which 
is  still  standing.  From  time  to  time,  as  his 
financial    resources   increased     he    extended 
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the  Iioundaries  of  liis  farm  until  lie  had 
iouv  luiiKlred  and  fi>rty  acres  of  rich  and 
arahle  land,  which  he  placed  under  a  high 
state  of  culti\ation.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  gave  considerahle  atten- 
tion to  stock  raising.  In  November,  1894 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Kewanee, 
where  he  died  after  a  continued  and  pain- 
ful illness,  on  the  ist  of  August,  1895.  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  in  W'eth- 
ersfield  township.  He  was  a  meml)er  of 
the  Grange  and  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  in 
jMilitics  was  identified  with  the  Repulilican 
])arty.  Although  his  to\vnsliip  was  strong- 
ly Democratic,  Mr.  Lester  was  chosen  to 
>everal  official  positions  of  honor  and  trust, 
which  fact  indicated  his  ijer.sonal  popu- 
larit}'  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  l)y 
his  fellow  citizens.  He  .served  as  super- 
xisiir  a  number  of  terms,  was  also  col- 
lector anil  assessor  for  one  term  each;  was 
road  commissioner  a  number  of  years:  and 
school  director  for  some  time.  He  was 
true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  whether 
public  or  private,  and  in  his  death  the  com- 
munity realized  that  it  had  lost  a  valued 
and   useful   citizen. 


ELOX  BEACH  GILBERT,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Gilbert  is  a  skilled  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Geneseo,  Illinois,  wdiose  knowl- 
edge of  the  science  of  medicine  is  broad  and 
comprehensive,  and  whose  ability  in  apply- 
ing its  principles  to  the  needs  of  suffering" 
liumanity  has  gained  him  an  enviable 
prestige  in  professional  circles.  He  was 
born  in  Geneseo,  February  2^,  i860,  a  son 
of  E.  C.  and  F.  B.  (Beach)  Gilbert,  na- 
tives of  Allen's  Hill.  Ontario  countA'.   Xew 


York.  For  many  years  the  father  was  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  this 
count}-,  where  he  died  October  14.  1889, 
aged  fifty-two  years.  He  attended  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  i 
member.  She  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two,  and  is  a  resident  of  Geneseo. 
'J"o  this  worthy  couple  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  Doctor  is  the  oldest,  the 
others  being  Horace  S.,  who  operates  the 
old  home  farm  in  Geneseo  township;  Anna 
E.,  who  died  of  consumption  in  1888,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years;  Laura  C.  who  is 
now  acting  as  clerk  in  the  Doctor's  office; 
Morey  and  Mar_\-,  twins,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  months. 

The  early  life  of  Dr.  (jill)crt  was  spent 
u]Kin  the  home  farm  and  his  literary  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  the  common  and  high 
schools  of  Geneseo  and  Kno.x  College, 
(ialeslnirg.  lea\-ing  the  latter  institution  in 
his  junior  year.  He  then  t<.iok  up  the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  W.  C.  Brown,  of 
Geneseo,,  and  later  attended  a  course  of  lec- 
tures at  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chicago, 
He  subsequently  entered  Jefferson  Med- 
ical College,  Philadelphia,  where  lie 
was  graduated  in  1885.  During  his  col- 
lege course  he  did  some  interne  work  in 
hospitals.  After  his  graduation  he  entered 
irito  partnership  with  his  former  jireceptc.ir. 
Dr.  Brown,  and  that  connection  continued 
for  three  years,  since  which  time  our  sub- 
ject has  been  alone  in  practice,  while  Dr. 
Brown  has  gone  to  Los  Angeles,  California. 
He  is  now  the  oldest  physician  in  years  of 
continuous  practice  in  Geneseo.  and  re- 
cei\-es  a  liberal  share  of  the  public  patron- 
age. He  has  reported  cases  and  written 
several  able  articles  for  medical  journals,  and 
is  medical  examiner  for  several  of  the  old 
line  insurance  companies  and  for  some  fra- 
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served  as  local  surgeon  for  the  Rock  Island 
railroad,  and  was  county  physician  for  ten 
years. 

On  the  i_nh  of  April,  1885,  Dr.  Gilbert 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Cora  Thomas, 
also  a  nati\'e  of  Geneseo  and  a  daughter  of 
the  late  H.  Thomas,  of  that  place.  By  this 
union  has  been  born  one  child,  Alice  B. 
The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  both  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  is  also 
connected  with  the  Masonic  order.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  He  is  a 
general  practitioner,  who  is  well  read  in 
his  profession  and  stands  deservedly  high  in 
his  chosen  calling.  While  yet  a  young  man 
he  has  been  quite  successful,  and  is  a  thor- 
oughly enterprising  and  progressive  citizen, 
alive  to  the  best  interests  of  his  county  and 
state. 


CAPTAIN  ALEXANDER  ^lURCH- 
ISOX. 

Captain  Alexander  Murchison,  who  is 
now  living  a  retired  life  in  Wethersfield, 
served  with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the 
Civil  war  and  bears  an  honorable  record  for 
brave  service  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and 
union,  and  in  the  paths  of  peace  he  has  also 
won  an  enviable  reputation  through  the 
sterling  qualities  which  go  to  the  making  of 
a  good  citizen.  He  dates  his  residence  in 
Illinois  from  September  12,  1849,  when  he 
located  in  Stark  county,  where  he  li\e(l  un- 
til 1866,  and  for  many  years  he  was  actively 
identified  with  her  farming  interests. 

A  native  of  Scotland,  the  Captain  was 
born  in  Rosshire,  July  7,  1831,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood  upon  a  farm.  He  had  but 
limited  school  advantages  in  early  life,  and 
is  almost  wliollv  self-educated,  as    well    as 


self-made  man.  In  1849  he  emigrated  to  the 
new  world  with  liis  father  and  the  other 
members  of  the  family,  taking  passage  on  a 
sailing  vessel  at  Glasgow.  They  were  out 
of  sight  of  land  for  eight  weeks  and  one  day. 
and  it  was  nine  weeks  before  they  dropped 
anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Quebec.  They  ex- 
perienced one  very  severe  storm.  Front 
Quebec  the  family  proceeded  up  the  St.  Law- 
rence river  and  by  the  Great  Lakes  to  Chi- 
cago; by  cai:al  to  Peru;  and  by  team  to  EI- 
mira,  Stark  county,  Illinois,  where  they 
joined  some  friends  who  had  previously 
come  from  Scotland,  where  the  father  locat- 
ed permanently. 

Captain  Murchisim  first  worked  by  the 
month  at  herding  sheep,  which  he  followed 
for  two  years.  During  the  following  three 
years  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  at  Elmira, 
and  then  purchased  a  team  and  commenced 
breaking  prairie,  devoting  his  energies  to 
that  pursuit  for  nearly  four  years.  He  next 
purchased  and  operated  a  threshing  ma- 
chine and  reaper.  In  1852  he  bought  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Stark  and  Henry 
county,  the  di\'iding  line  crossing  his  farnu 
This  place  he  sold  at  a  profit  three  years 
later. 

On  the  4th  of  Alarcli.  i860,  he  had  helped 
to  organize  a  military  company,  which  he 
drilled,  and  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out  in 
1861,  at  the  first  call  for  troops,  he  entered 
the  service  in  Com|)an}-  B,  Xineteenth  Illi- 
nois \'olunteer  Infantry.  Our  subject  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant,  but  the  fol- 
lowing October  was  promoted  to  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  was  made  captain  of  his  com- 
pany, in  Jul}'.  iS(i~.  with  which  rank  he 
served  until  mustered  out  when  his  term  of 
enlistment  expired.  As  a  part  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  the  regiment  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Stone  River,    the    Tullahoma 
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campaign,  and  then  drove  General  Bragg's 
command  across  tlie  Tennessee  river  after 
some  hard  fighting.  On  September  15,  1863, 
they  took  part  in  an  all-day  engagement  at 
Dugs  Gap.  where  two  of  Captain  Murchi- 
son's  men  were  killed  and  one  wounded. 
They  were  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  on 
Sunday,  and  the  Captain  was  rendered  un- 
conscious by  being  hit  by  a  piece  of  shell, 
but  the  following  day  resumed  command 
of  his  company.  He  had  command  of  his 
regiment  in  an  engagement  in  front  of  Dal- 
ton,  in  February,  1864,  at  which  time  he  lost 
two  of  his  own  company.  I  le  was  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Resaca,  Georgia,  and  was  under  al- 
most constant  fire  for  nearly  a  month  during 
the  Atlanta  campaign.  His  command  was 
ordered  back  on  reaching  Marietta,  and  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  at  Chicago, 
July  9,  1864. 

Returning  to  his  home  he  resumed  farm- 
ing, having  previously  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Stark  county, 
and  later  bought  eighty  acres  adjoining  in 
Henry  county.  This  he  fenced,  broke  and  im- 
proved, and  erected  thereon  one  of  the  best 
country  residences  in  the  community,  to- 
gether with  good  and  substantial  outbuild- 
ings. Upon  his  place  was  a  beautiful  grove 
of  forest  trees  covering  ten  acres.  In  con- 
nection with  the  cultivation  of  bis  land  he 
engaged  in  the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs,  and 
in  his  business  affairs  met  with  excellent  suc- 
cess. Having  acquired  a  comfortable  com- 
petence he  retired  from  actixe  labor  in  1897, 
and  renting  his  farm  he  removed  to  Wethers- 
field,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

In  Stark  county.  Captain  Murchison  was 
married,  July  3,  1866.  to  Miss  Margaret  N. 
\\'eed,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  M.  C.  Weed,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  pio- 
neer preachers  of  Stark  county.     ]\Irs.  Mur- 


chison was  principally  reared  and  educated 
in  ^Marshall  county.  The  Captain  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  three  children.  A. 
Clarence,  who  is  married  and  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  dentistry  in  Toulon,  Illinois; 
Lorena  L.,  wife  of  William  C.  Palmer,  an 
undertaker  of  Kewanee;  and  Frances  C.  J., 
who  is  well  educated  and  is  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  Kewanee  schools. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856,  Captain  Mur- 
chison has  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  been  a  stanch  advocate  of  its 
principals.  He  has  served  as  a  delegate  to 
count)-,  congressional  and  state  con\-entions, 
and  for  thirty  years  was  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican central  committee  of  his  township, 
serving  as  its  chairman  most  of  the  time. 
For  some  years  he  wa§  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  and  has  also  filled  the  offices 
01  supervisor  and  township  trustee.  He  is 
a  prominent  member  and  past  commander 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Kewanee,  and 
stands  deservedly  high  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  Throughout  his  career  of 
continued  and  far-reaching  usefulness  his 
duties  have  been  jDerformed  with  the  greatest 
care,  and  his  business  interests  have  been 
so  managed  as  to  win  him  the  confidence  of 
the  public  and  the  prosperity  which  should 
always  attend  honorable  effort. 


NICHOLAS  BECKER. 

In  this  enlightened  age,  when  men  of 
energy,  industry  and  merit  are  rapidly  push- 
ing their  way  to  the  front,  those  who,  by 
their  own  individual  efforts,  have  won  favor 
and  fortune,  may  properly  claim  recogni- 
tion.   Years  ago,  when  Illinois  was  entering 
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upon  its  era  nf  i^Towth  and  development  and 
Henry  county  was  laying  its  foundation  for 
future  ])rospcrity,  there  came  thither  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  men  poor  hut  honest, 
and  with  stunly  independence  and  tletermina- 
tion  to  succeed  that  justl_\-  entitles  them  to 
representation  in  the  liistory  of  the  couniv. 
Among  this  class  was  nuniliered  Xicliolas 
Ijecker.  who  for  nian_\-  years  was  a  higlilv  es- 
teemed citizen  of  the  county. 

He  was  a  native  of  Hettersdorf,  Saar- 
louis,  Prussia,  and  ohtained  a  meagre  edu- 
cation in  the  lanfl  of  his  hirtlr  In  1853  he 
came  to  the  new  world  ami  liegan  life  as  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land,  entirely  unfa- 
miliar with  the  English  language  and  the 
custom>  of  the  country.  He  was,  however, 
willing  to  work,  and  ])ossessed  indomitahle 
cmn-age  and  ])erse\erance.  He  obtained 
employment  with  the  Illinois  Central  rail- 
road at  Chicago,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  coming  to  Henry  county  in  1856,  when 
lie  began  work  for  the  Iv  irk  Island  Railroad 
Company.  He  remained  in  their  employ, 
liis  home  being  in  Geneseo,  until  1870,  when 
he  secured  a  position  with  tlie  Haywood 
&  Smith  Company,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  ei.ght  years.  ( )wing  to  his  dili- 
gence, economy  and  industrv  during  these 
years,  he  managed  to  acumulate  a  comforta- 
ble competence,  and  throughout  the  remaind- 
er of  his  life  successfully  engaged  in  garden- 
ed' his  life  successfidly  engaged  in  garden- 
ing and  stock  raising  on  his  own  account. 

On  the  ()th  n\  March,  1858.  at  Cam- 
bridge, Illinois.  Mr.  llccker  was  united  in 
marriage  with  .Miss  .\ugn^ta  I'.ode.  a  native 
of  (irosfreden.  (lermany,  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  Henry  K.  mar- 
ried Jennie  Reams  an<l  resides  in  l-dden. 
Iowa.  .M.ary  owns  and  occuijies  the  old 
liomcstead  at  Xo.    108  .S,,uth  Oakwood  ave- 


nue, (jeneseo.  and  also  owns  other  citv  prop- 
erty and  some  farm  land.  .She  is  a  member 
of  the  Catholic  Church  and  is  a  most  esti- 
niable  lady.  Caroline  died  in  infancy.  John 
J.  married  Bessie  Kehoe  and  lives  in  Nor- 
man. Oklahoma.     Carrie  died  in  infancy. 

After  a  useful  and  well-spent  life  Mr. 
Becker  died  February  14.  1892.  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  Alarch  i(\  1898.  at  the  same  age,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Geneseo. 
He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and  was  one  of  the  first  trustees  of 
the  church  at  Cieneseo.  which  position  he  re- 
tained fiM-  a  number  of  years.  He  was  just- 
I\-  recognized  as  one  of  the  energetic  and 
representatixe  citizens  of  his  community, 
and  he  had  the  confidence  and  high  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  either 
in.  Inisiness  or  social  life.  His  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Cierman  Lutheran  Church, 
with  which  body  she  held  membershi])  dur- 
ir.g  her  life. 


A",  W.  CLOUGH. 

Sound  judgment  combined  with  fine  abil- 
ity in  mechanical  lines  has  enabled  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  a  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Geneseo,  to  attain  a  substantial  suc- 
cess in  life,  and  his  history  is  of  especial  in- 
terest. He  was  born  in  Windham  county, 
X'ermont,  January  _>o,  1856,  a  son  of  Har- 
vey \",  and  Sophia  L.  (  Heins)  Clough.  also 
natives  of  the  (irecn  Mountain  slate.  His 
maternal  grandfather  was  William  1  leins. 
The  father,  who  was  a  \ery  successful  farm- 
er, came  to  Henry  county.  Illinois,  in  1857,' 
and  ])urcl\ased  a  tract  of  woodland  in  Va\- 
ford  township.  He  converted  the  timber 
into  conlwootl.  and  that  undertaking  jiroved 
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<[uite  [)rofita1)Ie.  He  finally  sold  his  property 
ill  that  township  and  removed  to  (ieneseo 
township,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a 
large  farm,  bnt  spent  the  last  few  years  of 
his  life  in  retirement  from  active  labor  in 
Geneseo,  where  he  died  in  1899.  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years.  He  was  an  upright,  hon- 
orable man,  of  most  e.xemplary  habits  and 
liberal  views,  and  was  a  Re])ul)lican  in  poli- 
tics. His  estimable  wife  is  still  li\ing.  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  an  honored  resi- 
dent of  Geneseo.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children:  V.  W.,  of  this  review;  Henry  C. 
a  resident  of  Davenport,  Iowa;  Erank,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years;  Harry,  who 
died  in  boyhood;  Llewellyn,  who  died  when 
a  young  man;  Clyde  \I.,  a  resident  of  Dav- 
enport; and  two  who  died  young. 

Coming  to  this  county  during  his  in- 
fancy, \'.  ^\'.  Clough  was  educated  in  the 
piiblic  schcx)ls  of  Geneseo.  He  early  became 
familiar  with  every  detail  of  farm  work  in 
assisting  his  father,  and  grew  up  to  be  one 
of  the  most  ])rogressive  and  skillful  farmers 
of  his  community.  He  made  a  thorough 
study  of  the  business,  ever  seeking  for  the 
best  methods  of  carrying  on  his  work,  and 
was  what  is  properly  termed  a  scieiUifio 
farmer.  Eor  twenty  years  he  followed  that 
occupation  with  good  results.  Possessing 
much  mechanical  ingenuity  and  very  handy 
with  tools,  he  finally  turned  his  attention  to 
manufacturing  enterprises.  He  has  invented 
many  contrivances  and  some  very  important 
machinery,  including  the  first  successful 
traction  separator,  which  consists  of  a  trac- 
tion engine  coupled  to  a  threshing  separator 
in  such  a  way  that  it  makes  the  two  machines 
into  one.  It  can  be  moved  forward  or  back- 
ward without  removing  the  main  drive  belt ; 
i-i  always  set  and  always  in  line:  and  is  ab- 
solutely safe  from  fire.    He  built  his  first  ma- 


chine in  sixty  days  in  1898  after  having  de- 
\-oted  three  years  to  practical  observation  and 
to  the  study  of  old  machines  being  operated 
in  the  fields.  His  machine  was  first  tested  in 
Illinois,  and  then  shipped  to  Minnesota,  be- 
ing u.sed  in  the  large  wheat  fields  in  that 
state,  also  in  North  and  Scjuth  Dakota  and  in 
Oklahoma.  In  this  undertaking  Mr.  Clough 
has  been  unassisted.  The  practical  working 
ol  the  machine  in  the  fields  has  lieen  its  best 
recommendation  and  has  secured  the  most 
sales.  A  large  ex])ense  is  saved  in  help  and 
Iribor  as  it  moves  one-third  easier  than  other 
machines,  and  nearly  one-fourth  easier  when 
threshing.  It  is  consequently  also  a  fuel  and 
w  ater  saver.  The  first  machine  was  so  com- 
])lete  that  little  changes  have  since  been  made. 
Mr.  Clough  has  listened  to  thousands  of  gra- 
tuitous suggestions,  but  has  ni)t  found  it 
feasible  to  change  the  i);Utern.  In  furnishing 
the  engraving  on  another  page,  Mr.  Cloug'h 
writes : 

Illustration  Xo.  i  was  taken  while  in  op- 
eration, threshing  for  Clias.  O.  Monter  July 
jS,  1898.  I  threshed  about  sixty  acres  of 
lica\-y  oats,  stacking  the  straw  on  a  pole  shed 
U  >r  his  stock.  This  straw  stack  was  over  one 
Imndred  feet  long,  only  a  small  portion  fif  it 
being  shown  in  photo.  I  moved  the  machine 
four  times  in  threshing  this  job,  and  while 
moving  there  were  no  belts  removed  and  the 
separator  never  stopped  running.  It  was  such 
a  surprise  to  the  grain  man  watching  the 
oper.-ition  he  forgot  to  place  the  wagon  under 
the  grain  spout,  and  the  weigher  dumped 
sc\'eral  half-lnishels  on  the  ground.  The  only 
time  lost  in  setting  this  combination  is  wait- 
ing for  the  fanner  to  get  his  grain  wagon  in 
place.  Time  saved,  however,  is  about  one 
dav  in  a  week  o\-er  the  old  way  in  Illinois 
and  two  days  in  the  great  wheat  field  of 
the  Northwest. 
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Xo.  2  is  what  is  called  a  perfect  "set." 
This  photo  was  taken  while  threshing  for 
H.  Pritchard,  August  ist.  This  "set"  elim- 
inates all  fire  danger.  The  smoke  and  sparks 
from  the  engine  Avill  be  noticed  blowing- 
backward,  the  straw  stack  some  forty  feet 
to  one  side  and  a  little  to  the  front.  The 
Vs-ind  may  blow  a  gale  and  threshing  can  go 
on  with  perfect  safety.  This  "set"  will  leave 
grain  slide  clear  from  all  dirt  and  be  clean 
lor  engine.  This  is  a  "slight  catering  wind 
set." 

Xo.  3  shows  the  main  or  drive  belt  side 
of  the  traction  separator. 

Xo.  4  is  the  opposite  side  of  traction 
separator  with  the  in\entor  at  the  steering 
wheel  with  hand  on  throttle  ready  to  move 
the  machine  liackwartl  or  forward.  It  is 
giiitled  easier,  leveled  (|nicker  than  can  be 
done  with  two  machines  the  old  way. 

Mr.  Clough  lias  also  invented  a  self- 
feeder  for  threshing  machines,  which  is  very 
simple,  consisting  of  a  band  cutter  and  car- 
rier, having  none  of  the  comjjlicated  shake 
boards  found  in  other  machines.  This  in- 
vention is  all  his  own  and  the  secret  of  its 
.success  is  the  way  the  grain  is  fed  to  the 
cylinder  of  the  thresher,  ^\'ith  eight  men 
pitching  from  four  ricks  into  the  feeder  it 
seems  hungry  for  more  grain.  It  has  been 
estimated  by  competent  judges  that  this  feed- 
er is  capable  of  receiving  and  threshing  ten 
bushels  of  grain  pev  minute.  Another  of 
Mr.  Clough's  inventions  is  the  combination 
water,  coal  and  straw  tender  attached  to  trac- 
tion engines  which  carries  the  water  and  coal 
supply  in  the  coal  burning  districts  and  the 
straw  used  as  fuel  in  the  great  wheat  tields  of 
the  north.  These  inventions  will  all  be  man- 
ufactured at  the  factory  established  l)y  our 
subject  at  Gencseo.  In  business  afiairs  he 
is  energetic  prt)mpt  and  notably  reliable  aiid 


his  upright,  honorable  course  in  life  com- 
mends him  to  the  confidence  of  all.  Politi- 
cally he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  socially  af^liates  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Stewart  Lodge.  Xo.  92,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M. 

On  the  1 8th  of  ^lay,  18S0.  Mr.  Clough 
v.as  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Josie 
Tha}-er,  a  native  of  Xew  York  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Emily  Thayer.  After  the 
Ci\i\  war  her  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  at 
W'oodhull,  Henry  county.  He  was  a  most 
upright  and  worthy  citizen  of  that  place  for 
many  years,  and  died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  His  wife  is  now  a  resident  of 
-Vurora.  Illinois,  and  is  about  sixty  years  of 
age.  Their  children  \\ere  Josie,  \vife  of  our 
subject;  Carrie,  wife  of  Charlie  Hart;  and 
Robert,  a  resident  of  Alpha.  Illinois.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clough  have  two  children:  Leslie 
\'.  .and  Florence  S.  During  the  Spanish- 
American  war  Leslie  \'.  Cloug-h  enlisted  in 
Company  P>,  Sixth  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infan- 
try, and  with  his  regiment  went  from  Spring- 
field into  camp  at  Camp  .\lger,  and  later  to 
Porto  Rico.  He  was  finally  nuistered  out 
of  ser\ice,  and  on  his  return  home  completed 
a  business  course  at  iMoline.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  good  habits  and  much  promise.  He 
has  had  much  experience  as  an  engineer  and 
is  a  first  class  workman  in  that  line,  to  which 
he  has  devoted  considerable  attention  since 
the  earlv  age  of  nine  years. 


ity 


WILLIAM  .\.  REMIXCTOX. 

There  are   in  e\ery  comnuuiity   men  of 

It  force  of  character  and  exceptional  abil- 

w  ho   by   reason   of   their   capacity    for 
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leadership  become  recognized  as  foremost 
citizens,  and  bear  a  most  important  part  in 
the  development  and  progress  of  the  locality 
Avith  which  they  are  connected.  Snch  a  man 
is  William  A.  Remington,  mayor  of  Gene- 
seo,  Illinois,  and  manager  of  all  the  stock- 
3'ards  on  the  Rock  Island  railroad  system. 

He  was  born  in  Rehohoth,  Massachu- 
setts, on  the  29th  of  .\\)v\\.  1830,  and  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  \V.  and  Harriett  (Reed) 
Remington,  also  natives  of  the  old  Bay 
slate.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Enoch 
and  Ruth  (Kent)  Remington,  the  former  of 
whom  died  January  i,  1794.  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-five  years,  while  the  latter  sur- 
vi\ed  until  the  J4th  of  May,  1857.  Shortly 
after  the  birth  of  our  subject  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Warren,  Rhode  Island,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  mercantile  business  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1850.  His 
wife  survived  him  several  years  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in 
1877.  Both  were  active  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church, and  he  affiliated  with, 
the  old  Whig  party,  but  never  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  political  affairs,  although  he  was 
a  public-spirited  man  and  an  advocate  of  all 
that  tend  to  improve  or  adxance  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived.  In  his  family 
were  five  children,  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, namely:  Harriet,  who  married  Simeon 
Talbot,  a  contractor  of  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  and  died  leaving  three  children,  one 
of  whom  is  Ella,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Boyer, 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  Philadelphia;  William  A.,  our  subject, 
who  is  second  in  order  of  birth ;  Samuel  and 
John  N.,  both  retired  merchants  of  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island;  and  Samuel  A.,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Being  taken  by  his  parents  to  Warren, 
Rhode  Island,  during  his  infancy,  William 


A.  Remington  was  reared  in  that  city  and 
educated  in  its  common  schools.  In  1850 
he  embarked  in  business  at  that  place,  but 
four  years  later  removed  to  Providence, 
where  he  conducted  a  mercantile  establish- 
ment until  going  to  Davenport,  Liwa,  in 
1856.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
of  that  city  until  1861,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed route  agent  on  the  Rock  Island 
railroad  during  President  Lincoln's  admin- 
istration. During  his  residence  in  Davenport 
he  also  served  as  city  treasurer  for  eleven 
years.  In  1872  IMr.  Remington  came  to 
Geneseo,  Illinois,  and  was  made  manager  of 
stockyards  for  the  Rock  Island  Railroad 
Company,  being  associated  with  Celonel 
Galligan,  now  deceased,  for  ten  years.  He 
has  held  that  responsible  position  continuous- 
ly since,  and  now  has  charge  of  all  the  stock- 
yards of  the  system,  which  require  his  ser- 
vices in  Kansas,  Iowa  and  Illinois. 

In  1855  Mr.  Remington  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Maria  L.  Cole,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Eljenezer  and  Maria  (Thompson) 
Cole,  of  \\'arren.  Rhode  Island.  Through- 
out his  active  business  life  her  father  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Warren.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom' 
two  are  still  living.  Unto  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Remington  have  been  born  three  children, 
but  only  one  survives:  Henry  \\'.,  born  in 
Rhode  Island,  married  Annie  E.  Watson,  of 
Bristol,  that  state,  and  has  for  some  years 
been  connected  with  the  Merchant  Publish- 
ing Company  of  Chicago,  where  he  makes  his- 
home.  Minnie,  born  in  Davenport,  Iowa, 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  William 
Gibbs  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months. 

Mr.  Remington  has  been  a  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Geneseo  for  many 
years.     Socially  he  is  a  prominent  Mason. 
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lunin.o-  taken  the  degrees  of  the  Scottish 
Rite  and  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  pohtically 
lie  is  an  ardent  Kepnhlican.  (  )n  coming  to 
<ienesei)  he  at  once  l)ecanie  identified  with 
pnl)lic  affairs,  and  liis  fellow  citizens  recog- 
r.izing  his  wortli  and  ability,  have  called  npon 
him  to  fill  the  highest  ofiice  of  their  city.  He 
is  now  efficiently  serving  his  fourth  term 
as  mayor  of  the  city,  and  the  reins  of  city 
go\erninent  ha\-e  ne\er  lieen  in  more  cajjahle 
hands,  for  he  is  a  ])rogressi\e  man,  pre-emi- 
nently public-spirited,  and  all  that  pertains 
to  the  inililic  welfare  receixes  his  hearty  en- 
/lorsement. 


JOHX  .A I.  HATCH. 

After  an  acti\e  and  useful  life,  mainly 
<Ic\-oted  to  agricultural  i)ursuit>.  j.  AI.  Match 
is  now  lix'ing  retired  in  Kewauee.  Illinois. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Green  .Mountain  state, 
liis  birth  having  occurred  in  Caledonia  coun- 
ty. .March  lo.  1827.  and  is  a  son  of  Mo.ses 
and  Jane  (Gates)  Hatch,  natives  of  Maine 
and  X'ermont,  respectively.  The  father  be- 
ca.me  a  prosperous  farmer  i'\  the  latter  state, 
where  he  owned  and  operated  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  lan<l.  and  ;is  one  of  the 
kailin.g  men  of  his  comnnnni\-  be  was  hon- 
ored with  town  offices.  He  died  in  Ai)ril. 
i<^5N.  ,al  the  age  of  si.\t}'-fonr  \ears,  haxing- 
long  sur\i\'ed  his  wife,  who  was  only  thirty- 
four  at  the  time  of  her  death.  In  religious  be- 
lief they  were  Presbyterians.  In  their  family 
were  six  children,  nameh  :  jane,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  ,\.  1..  Clark  and  died  in 
January,  1848.  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years,  leaving  two  children,  lb, race  and  Wal- 
lace: .Martha,  who  became  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Page  and  ilied  in  1851.  ;n  the  age  of 
iwenty-si.x,  lea\ing  one  child,   .Martha,  who 


died  in  1852,  when  only  two  years  and  a 
half  old:  Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een months  J.  M..  our  subject:  Horace,  who 
ih&\  in  March,  1843,  '^t  the  age  of  fourteen 
_\ears  and  a  half:  and  Eliza,  the  second  of 
that  name,  who  is  the  wife  of  S.  D.  Lyle  of 
Xeponset,  Illinois,  and  has  three  children, 
Charles,  Herbert  and  ]Ma.xwell. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  J.  M. 
Match  became  familiar  with  agricultural 
])ursuits  ui.)on  the  home  farm,  where  he  was 
reared  and  accp.ured  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
common  English  branches  in  the  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  .After  completing  his  ed- 
ucation he  worked  in  a  sawnnill,  a  brick 
kiln,  and  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  a  time, 
and  operated  his  father's  farm  one  year.  On 
coming  west  in  1851  he  located  in  Stark 
countv,  the  nearest  town  of  any  importance 
at  that  time  Ijeing  Henr\'.  He  purchased 
land  in  Elmira  township,  and  meeting  with 
success  in  his  farming  operations  he  became 
the  owner  of  five  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land,  a  jxirtion  of  which  he  has  since  divided 
among  his  children.  Some  of  this  property 
was  in  Henry  county.  In  February,  1895. 
he  remo\'ed  to  Kewanee  where  he  built  a  fine 
home  Avith  all  modern  appliances  for  com- 
fort and  economy,  where  he  has  since  lived 
;i  retired  life,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  former 
toil.  He  was  one  of  the  original  stockhold- 
ers of  the  Union  Bank  of  Kewanee. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1853,  was  cele- 
brateil  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hatch  and  Miss 
l\oxana  Lyle,  also  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a 
daughter  of  W'illi.am  Lyle,  who  brought  his 
family  to  Illinois  in  1834  and  became  one  of 
the  ])ioneers  of  Stark  county,  where  he  spent 
tlie  remainder  of  bis  life,  dying  there  in  the 
f;dl  of  1838.  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
1  lis  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  At- 
hmta  Darling,  passed  away  in   1885,  at  the 
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age  of  se\enty-se\en  \'ears.  Slie  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  the 
mother  of  fifteen  cliiklren,  fourteen  of  whom 
reached  adult  ages  and  ten  are  still  living.  In 
order  of  birth  they  were  as  follows:  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  William  G.  Perkins,  of  Elmira, 
Illinois  Thomas,  deceased ;  Thomas,  the  sec- 
ond of  that  name,  who  died  at  Pikes  Peak 
in  1859;  Stq:)hen  D.,  a  resident  of  Xepoiiset, 
Illinois;  Roxana,  wife  of  our  subject;  Wal- 
ter and  Jennette,  twins,  the  former  a  resident 
of  Dakota  county.  Nebraska,  the  latter  the 
wife  of  John  L.  Price  of  Republic  county, 
Kansas;  Julia,  deceased  wife  of  Silas  Paten; 
Lydia  J., who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years ; 
George  W.,  who  enlisted  in  1X64  with  the 
one-hundrcd-day  men  called  out  by  (\n\- 
ernor  Yates,  and  died  in  the  service  at  the  age 
ot  twenty  years;  Franklin,  a  farmer  of  El- 
mira, Illinois;  Xorris,  a  farmer  of  Modena, 
Stark  county;  Emeline,  wife  of  William  Ber- 
r}-.  of  Reno.  Nevada;  Lucinda,  wife  of  Dav- 
id Moftit ;  and  Rufus  D.,  a  resident  of  .\epon- 
set,  Illinois. 

Of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hatch.  Horace  died  at  the  age  of  thincen 
months  and  Burton  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
months.  Clara  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  X. 
Good,  a  farmer  of  Elmira,  Stark  county, 
and  they  have  two  children.  Maxwell  C.  and 
Martha.  Cora  L.  married  first  John  Wilcox, 
by  whom  she  had  one  child.  Burton  P...  and 
iov  her  second  husband  she  married  Albert 
Early,  a  farmer  of  Kewanee  to\vnsliii>.  this 
county.  Martha  J.  died  at  about  the  age  of 
eleven  years.  Orin  L.,  a  farmer  of  Elmira, 
Stark  county,  married  ^Irs.  Minnie  (  Barry ) 
Higgins,  widow  of  James  Higgins,  by  whom 
she  had  one  child,  Nevada.  By  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Hatch  she  had  two  children : 
Bertha;  and  John,  who  died  at  the  age  (_if  one 
vear  and  two  weeks. 


By  his  ballot  our  subject  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democracy,  and  he 
has  filled  minor  township  offices.  Having 
always  taken  a  deep  intere.st  in  educational 
affairs,  he  efficiently  served  as  school  direc- 
tor for  .some  time.  While  a  resident  nt 
Stark  count}'  he  served  for  ten  years  as  di 
rector  and  treasurer  nf  the  b'armers  ^Mutual 
I'ire  Insurance  Company,  but  resigned  the 
office  on  his  removal  to  Kewanee.  He  is  a 
man  of  genial  disi)osition,  is  progressive  and 
public-spirited,  and  holds  a  high  i)lace  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


WILLI A.M  L 


kKPATKICK 


This  well-kniiwn  and  popular  pho- 
tographer of  (jeneseo  is  a  native  of  Illinois, 
born  in  X'crmilion  county,  February  5, 
1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  William  Kirk- 
pairick.  who  was  for  many  years  a  promi- 
nent and  successful  physician  of  Tiskilwa, 
Bureau  cnuniy,  this  state.  The  father  was 
burn  in  Xew  Athens,  Harrison  count)-, 
Ohio,  July  17,  1S17,  In  his  youth  his 
health  was  not  the  best,  and  for  that  reason 
b.is  attention  was  called  to  the  consideration 
of  medicine,  which  resulted  finally  in  his 
Ijecoming  a  practicing  physician.  In  Knu.x 
county,  Ohio,  he  was  married,  .Vpril  25. 
1840.  to  Mrs.  Cornelia  ( Benson j  (iunn, 
who  Ijy  her  former  marriage  had  two  chil- 
dren: Abel  died  in  Chicago,  agetl  fifty-two 
years,  and  Lewis,  who  died  when  one  year 
old,  while  on  the  way  acr(.)ss  the  country 
with  his  parents  cnming  west.  C)t  the 
children  born  to  the  Doctor,  William  L.. 
our  subject,  is  the  oldest;  Sarah  is  the  wife 
of  ^^'illiam  H.  Whalen,  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa;  ^lary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Has- 
kins,  of  Sioux  Citv,  Iowa;  Lvman  died  at 
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the  age  of  nineteen  years;  and  IMargaret 
A.  is  the  wife  of  George  Dexter,  of  Tiskil- 
wa,  IlHnois.  In  the  fall  of  185 1  Dr.  Kirk- 
patrick  moved  to  Tiskilwa.  where  he  was 
engaged  in  practice  until  1^63,  when  he 
opened  a  drug  store  at  that  place  and  con- 
ducted it  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Jul}-  20,  1888.  He  was  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  and  was  held  in  high  regard  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends.  In  his  political 
\iews  he  was  a  strong  Republican,  and  for 
a  score  of  years  was  an  efficient  member 
of  the  board  of  education  in  his  town.  His 
estimable  wife,  who  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  Februar}'  _'(}.  1816,  a 
daughter  of  Lyman  Benson,  is  still  one  of- 
the  honored  residents  of  Tiskilwa.  She  is 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section.  In  1836 
she  drove  an  ox  team  from  Knox  county, 
Ohio,  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  her  only  companion 
being  her  sick  husband,  who  died  while  on 
the  journey,  and  the  child  Lewis,  w-ho  also 
died  while  on  that  trip.  She  has  been  a 
life-long  and  acti\-e  men-iber  of  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  L.  Kirkpatrick,  of  this  review, 
gre-\v  to  manhood  in  Tiskilwa,  and  received 
a  good  common-school  education.  From 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  followed  tele- 
graphing at  various  places,  and  was  dis- 
patcher at  Geneseo  in  1857.  In  1856  he 
began  learning  the  old  daguerreotype  pro- 
cess of  making  pictures  and  in  1858  he 
learned  the  ambrotype  process  and  in  i860 
commenced  taking  photographs.  He  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  to  that  business, 
always  keeping  abreast  with  the  advance- 
ment and  progress  made  in  the  science.  In 
March,  1869,  he  opened  a  studio  in  Geneseo, 
;'.nd  now  has  one  of  the  best  equipped  gal- 
leries in  this  section  of  the  state,  it  being 
sui)plied  with  the  latest  improved  apparatus 


needed  in  the  business.  He  has  gained  an 
enviable  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  pho- 
tographers in  this  section,  and  his  patron- 
age comes  from  a  wide  extent  of  territory, 
b.aving  at  the  present  writing  work  from 
Cambridge  and  Atchison,  Illinois,  Grinell, 
Iowa,  and  other  cities.  He  is  very  progress- 
i\-e  and  lias  invented  a  device  for  taking 
stamp  pictures,  giving  fifteen  different  po- 
sitions or  expressions.  This  instritment 
makes  one,  two,  four,  eight  of  fifteen  pic- 
tures all  on  one  plate. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  i86j,  Air.  Kirk- 
patrick married  Aliss  R.  F.  Trask,  a  native 
of  J\Iaine,  and  a  daughter  of  \\'illiam 
Trask,  who  with  his  family  was  living  in 
Buda,  Illinois,  at  the  time  of  our  subject's 
marriage.  By  this  union  there  is  one  child, 
Hali  T.,  collector  in  a  store  in  Pueblo, 
Colorado.  The  son  was  married,  in  1895, 
to  Emma  Koster,  who  has  been  blind  for  the 
past  two  years,  supposedly  the  result  of 
an  attack  of  smallpox.  Owing  to  ill  health 
Airs.  Kirkpatrick  has  resided  with  her  son 
in  Colorado  for  the  past  two  years.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 

At  national  elections  Air.  Kirkpatrick 
supports  the  Republican  party,  but  in  local 
affairs  votes  independently  of  party  lines. 
He  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  board  of 
health  for  nearly  five  years,  and  was  alder- 
man from  the  First  ward  two  years.  He  is 
one  of  Geneseo's  leading  business  men  and 
honored  citizens,  and  well  deserves  the  suc- 
cess that  has  come  to  him. 


THOAIAS  AIcCLURE. 

.'Vmong  Kewanee's  leading  citizens  and 
l)rominent  business  men  is  numbered 
Thomas  McClure,  who  was  born  in  Knox 
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■county,  Illinois,  May  16,  1S48,  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Laura  Ann  (Little)  McClure. 
The  Little  family  is  of  Puritan  descent,  and 
was  founded  in  America  by  one  of  the  pas- 
sengers of  the  ^Mayflower.  Our  subject's 
father  was  born  in  Ireland  of  Scotch  par- 
entage, and  when  a  young  man  came  to  the 
L'nited  States.  He  first  located  in  Xew 
York,  where  he  was  connected  witli  A.  T. 
Stewart  for  some  time,  they  having  been 
schoolmates  in  the  old  country.  Coming 
to  Illinois,  in  1836,  he  visited  what  is  now 
Henry  county,  but  decided  to  locate  at 
Cairo,  where  he  spent  some  years.  He 
would  build  flatboats,  which  he  would  load 
with  produce  and  float  down  the  Mississippi 
to  Xew  Orleans,  where  he  would  dispose  of 
bis  stock,  sell  his  boat  for  wood  and  return 
to  Cairo  and  repeat  the  operation.  This 
business  he  followed  several  years  and  was 
very  successful  in  the  enterprise.  Later  he 
was  engaged  in  general  merchandising  in 
that  city  with  a  partner  for  some  time,  but 
finally  sold  out  in  1848  and  returned  to 
Henry  county.  He  erected  a  store  build- 
ing in  \\'ethersfield,  which  he  stocked  with 
everything  needed  by  the  early  settlers. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  the 
place,  as  only  one  man  was  engaged  in 
business  there  when  he  opened  his  general 
store.  Instead  of  money,  which  was  scarce 
among  the  early  settlers,  he  received  most- 
\y  produce  in  exchange  for  his  goods,  and 
this  he  would  sell  in  Lacon  and  Peoria,  or 
sometimes  Chicago,  driving  cattle  and  hogs 
to  those  cities,  where  he  received  for  dressed 
hogs  only  seventy-five  cents  or  a  dollar  per 
liundred.  He  continued  in  that  line  of  busi- 
ness for  about  twelve  years  and  later  dealt 
in  real  estate,  and  was  an  extensive  owner 
of  real  estate  in  the  county.  He  died  at 
Wethersfield  February  16,  1893,  at  the  age 


of  nearly  ninety-one  years,  in  the  house 
which  had  been  his  home  for  forty-tive 
years.  His  first  wife  had  passed  away  in 
1852,  leaving  two  children:  Thomas,  our 
subject;  and  William  B.,  also  a  resident 
of  Kewanee.  For  his  second  wife  the  fa- 
ther married  Matilda  Case,  a  native  of  In- 
diana, who  died  in  1895.  From  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  he  was 
a  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  always 
took  an  active  interest  in  public  afifairs, 
though  he  never  would  accept  office,  with 
the  exception  of  school  trustee,  which  he 
tilled  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  very 
successful  in  business,  was  a  good  financier 
and  an  excellent  judge  of  men.  His  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  was  extensive, 
and  he  was  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
Ijy  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  reared  in 
the  Presbyterian  faith,  and,  though  not  a 
member  of  any  church,  he  gave  liberally 
to  all,  and  was  very  charitable  and  benev- 
olent. 

Reared  in  Wetherstield,  Thomas  AIc- 
Clure  received  his  early  education  in  the 
inimitive  schools  of  pioneer  days,  which 
he  attended  until  fifteen  years  of  age.  In 
the  meantime  the  Civil  war  had  broken  out. 
;md,  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  he 
enlisted  in  February,  1863,  in  Company 
H,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  which  was  as- 
signed to  General  Wilson's  corps  and  sent 
to  Memphis,  Tennessee.  He  remained  in 
the  service  and  was  in  all  the  engagements 
of  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  mustered  out  at  Selma,  Alabama, 
October  30,  1865. 

Returning  to  Kewanee  he  attended 
school  two  winters  and  then  commenced 
farming  in  Wethersfield  township  on  ninety 
acres  of  land  belonging  to  his  father.  He 
followed  that  pursuit  successfully  for  twenty 
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years,  and  is  still  the  owner  of  two  liun- 
tired  and  tifty  acres  of  land  in  Kewanee 
township  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
acres  in  Annawan  township.  On  his  retire- 
ment from  farming-  he  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  stock  for  sotne  years,  but  dis- 
continued that  business  on  his  removal  to 
Kewanee  in  iii^j;^,  shortly  before  the  death 
uf  his  father.  He  has  since  been  interested 
in  the  real  estate  and  loan  Ijusiness,  and  ir. 
1899.  in  connection  with  Frank  A.  Cahow 
built  the  Kewanee  Oi>era  House,  at  a  cost  of 
twenty-live  thousand  dollars,  but  has  since 
purcliased  his  i)artner's  interest.  It  is  one 
of  the  finest  buildings  of  the  kind  in  any 
town  the  size  of  Kewanee  in  the  country, 
while  the  scenery  and  general  appointments 
would  do  credit  to  a  cit_\-  ten  times  as  large. 
The  stage  is  40.\6o  feet;  there  are  ten  dress- 
ing rooms,  supplied  with  hot  and  cold 
water:  and  in  fact  all  modern  appliances 
and  conveniences  of  a  Mrst-class  theater  are 
liere  found.  ]\Ir.  ^NlcClure  secures  only  the 
best  entertainments  of  high  moral  charac- 
ter and  does  all  in  his  power  to  satisfy  the 
wishes  and  desires  of  his  ])atrons.  He  is 
also  the  owner  of  ninety  acres  of  land  in 
W'ethersfield  township. 

"On  the  jjth  of  Alay.  1867.  .Mr.  .\lc- 
Clure  married  Miss  Jane  .\therton,  a  na- 
tive of  Henry  county,  rmd  a  daughter  of 
-Milton  Atherton.  now  deceased,  wiio  was 
one  of  the  early  .settlers  of  Stark  county, 
Illinois,  wliere  he  followed  farming  for 
many  years.  .Mrs.  .McClurc  is  the  si.xth  in 
order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  nine  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows:  I'liebe  .\.,  wife 
of  Cyrus  Pratt,  of  .Murray,  Iowa:  .\.  S..  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  who  is  now- 
engaged  in  farming  in  Nevada,  Missouri; 
Joseph  C.  a  resident  of  West  Jersey,  Stark 
county.    Illinois;    Eliza    Ellen,    widow    of 


.\le.\auder  Johnson  and  a  resident  of  Cali- 
fornia; Kate,  wife  of  J.  M.  Jone.s,  of  La- 
fayette. Stark  county;  Jasper,  a  farmer  of 
Xe\'ada,  ^Missouri;  Emma,  widow  of  John 
Coucins  of  the  same  place:  and  Carrie,  wife 
of  Dorington  ^I.  Good,  of  W'ethersfield 
township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  ^^Irs.  AIc- 
Clure  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  [i)  Fred  D.,  general  manager  of 
the  (jail  Borden  condensed  milk  factory  at 
Elgin,  Illinois,  married  Mattie  Mc\^icker, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Leland,  Sadie 
and  ALtxie.  (Jj  Emma  Edith  is  the  wife 
of  Ira  J.  Uunlap,  of  Johnson  county,  Illi- 
nois. (3)  Sadie  died  iMarch  15,  1888,  at 
the  age  of  Jifteen  years. 

Fraternally  ]Mr.  McClure  is  an  honored 
member  cf  Julius  .-\.  Pratt  Post,  Xo.  143, 
(j.  .\.  R..  in  which  he  has  held  nearly  all 
the  offices,  and  politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  served  one 
term  as  supervisor  of  Kewanee,  but  has 
never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments 
of  public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  un- 
divided attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  possesses  untiring  energy,  is  quick  of 
perception,  forms  his  plans  readily  and  is 
determinetl  in  their  execution;  and  his 
close  application  to  business  and  excellent 
management  have  brought  to  him  the  high 
degree  of  prosperity  which  is  to-day  his. 


101 IX  LEWIS 


I'or  half  a  centur}-.  John  Lewis,  now  de- 
ceased, was  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zens of  Henry  county,  and  in  early  life  was 
])rominentl)'  identilied  with  its  agricultural 
interests, though  he  was  living  a  retired  life  in 
Geneseo  at  the  time  of  his  death,  whicb  oc- 
curred ]\Iarch  5,  1900.  He  was  born  in  Penn- 
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sylvania.  April  17,  18 jo.  but  was  only  three 
years  old  when  he  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Jackson  county.  Ohio,  \\1iere  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  for  several  years.  During 
his  boyhood  and  youth  he  assisted  his  father 
in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm,  and  early  ac- 
quired an  excellent  knowledge  of  the  occupa- 
tion to  which  he  devoted  his  active  life. 

In  1847  ^^-  Lewis  wedded  Hiss  ]\Iary 
Cozad,  of  Ohio,  and  three  years  later  came 
to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  locating  in  Corn- 
wall township,  where  lie  purchased  land,  and 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising  for  several  years,  accumulating 
a  large  property.  In  1878  he  laid  aside  all 
business  cares  and  removed  to  Geneseo, 
where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death.  He 
\'vas  called  upon  to  fill  nearly  all  the  local  of- 
fices of  his  township,  and  in  all  the  relations 
of  life  was  found  true  and  faithful  to  every 
trust  reixised  in  him.  He  commanded  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  associates  and 
was  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

Mr.  Lewis'  first  wife  died  in  1897.  By 
that  union  he  had  fourteen  children,  namely: 
William,  deceased;  Abraham,  a  resident  of 
Cornwall  township;  Samuel,  who  lives  in 
Atkinson  township,  this  county ;  George  W., 
who  is  engaged  in  fanning  in  Jasper  county, 
Illinois;  John  and  Stephen,  both  residents  of 
Cornwall  township;  Francis  M..  of  Peoria 
county,  Illinois;  Charles  A.,  of  Kansas  City, 
Missouri;  Charity,  wife  of  James  Fell,  of 
Geneseo;  Alfred,  of  Munson  township,  this 
county;  Robert,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri; 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Hudson,  of  Indian 
Territory;  Albert,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Andrew,  of  Spring  Creek,  Illinois. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1899,  Mr. 
Lewis  married  Mrs.  Kate  Grain,  a  native  of 
McHenry  county,  Illinois.      Her    parents, 


Horace  and  Rebecca  (Warner)  ]\Iitchell, 
were  born  in  New  York  state,  and  on  commg 
to  Illinois  about  1850  settled  in  McHenry 
county.  Her  father  was  a  railroad  conduct- 
or, and  w^as  with  the  Rock  Island  road  for 
nearly  fifty  years,  during  which  time  he 
made  his  home  in  Geneseo.  He  was  killed 
while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  1877. 
Mrs.  Lewis'  mother  had  died  many  years  be- 
fore, and  for  his  second  wife  he  married 
Eva  iMitchell,  by  whom  he  had  two  children.. 
There  were  five  children  by  the  first  mar- 
riage and  four  of  the  number  are  still  livingv 
Mrs.  Lewis  being  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  Mr.  Mitchell  w^as  a  prominent  Masoru 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of 
that  order.  Mrs.  Lewis'  first  husband  was 
Bruce  Grain,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
state,  and  was  only  two  years  old  wheui 
brought  by  his  parents  to  this  county,  the- 
family  locating  in  Atkinson  township.  Mr. 
Grain  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  Avar  and  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter's  trade  for  many  years. 
By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Lewis  has  two 
sons :  Albert,  who  was  born  in  Kansas  in 
1877,  now  employed  in  the  boiler  shop  at 
Kewanee,  and  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Spanish-American  war  in  Porto  Rico;  and 
PYank,  who  was  born  in  1886  and  lives  with 
his  mother  in  Geneseo,  and  is  attending  the. 
high  school. 


JOHN  FISCHER. 

Prominent  among  the  energetic,  far- 
seeing  and  successful  business  men  of  Ke- 
wanee is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose 
life  history  most  happily  illustrates  what 
may  be  attained  by  faithful  and  continued 
efifort  in  carrying  out  an  honest  purpose. 
Integrity,  activity  and  energy  have  been  the 
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crowning  points  of  his  success,  and  his 
connection  with  the  various  business  enter- 
jjrises  and  industries  have  been  of  decided 
advantage  to  Kewanee,  promoting  its  ma- 
terial welfare  in  no  uncertain  manner. 

]Mr.  Fischer  was  born  in  Schaffhausen, 
Prussia,  Germany,  February  20,  1858,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
land  from  the  age  of  six  until  coming  to 
America  with  his  parents,  Peter  and  ]\Iar- 
guerite  Fischer,  in  1S70.  The  family  ar- 
ri\ed  vn  the  27th  of  June  at  Kewanee, 
where  our  subject's  oldest  brother,  Nicholas, 
had  located  in  1867.  Here  the  father 
\\orked  in  the  mines  for  some  years,  having 
been  a  mine  carpenter  and  boss  in  Germany. 
He  was  born  in  1820,  and  died  in  187S, 
while  his  wife  was  born  in  ]\Iarch,  1820. 
and  died  on  the  seventy-second  anniversary 
of  her  birth.  In  their  family  were  ten  chil- 
dren, namely:  Nicliolas,  who  died  in  1870, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years;  Michael, 
who  conducts  a  meat  market  at  Kewanee; 
j\lary,  wife  of  Joseph  Hoffrichter  of  the 
same  place;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  C.  G. 
Bauer;  Alargaret,  widow  of  John  Streicher; 
Peter,  who  died  in  infancy;  John,  our  sub- 
ject; Peter,  a  business  man  of  Kewanee; 
Carl,  wlio  died  in  infancy;  and  Mitchell, 
who  died  in  this  count}'  at  the  age  of  six 
years.  The  family  are  communicants  of 
the  Catholic  Churfch. 

After  coming  to  this  country  John 
Fischer  attended  a  country  school  in  Ke- 
wanee township  for  two  years  and  then  be- 
gan his  business  career  by  working  in  the 
m.ines  with  his  father  for  three  weeks,  which 
he  says  was  one  of  the  happiest  periods  of 
iiis  life.  He  then  worked  on  a  farm  for 
two  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  be- 
gan delivering  groceries  for  the  firm  of 
Wood  &  Lewis.     When    those    gentlemen 


dissolved  partnership  he  found  employment 
with  the  Haxtun  steam  heater  works  at  sev- 
enty-five cents  per  day.  but  three  months 
later  L.  W.  Lewis  again  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  and  persuaded  our  sub- 
ject to  again  enter  his  services.  He  re- 
mained with  him  tive  years,  and  then  clerked 
for  M.  C.  Ouinn  one  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  purchased  ^Nlr.  Lewis'  store 
and  continued  in  the  grocery  business  alone 
for  three  years.  He  was  a  memlier  of  the 
firm  of  Fischer  &  Mahew  from  1884  to 
1889,  and  then  sold  out  to  his  partner  and 
embarked  in  the  real  estate  and  loan  busi- 
ness, which  he  still  carries  on.  He  has  a 
government  broker's  license,  for  which  he 
pays  fifty  dollars  per  year,  and  does  the 
largest  business  in  his  line  in  the  city.  In 
1890  when  C.  C.  Blish  was  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  he  induced  Mr. 
Fischer  to  buy  some  stock,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing election  our  subject  was  made  a  di- 
rector, which  position  he  has  filled  ever 
since.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has  served 
as  vice-president.  He  is  also  a  stockholder, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Kewanee 
Coal  &  Mining  Company.  He  is  the  owner 
of  the  Fischer  building,  which  is  the  oldest 
brick  store  building  in  Kewanee.  This  he 
has  remodeled  and  converted  into  one  of 
the  nicest  store  and  office  buildings  in  the 
city.  He  also  owns  five  new  store  and  office 
buildings  in  Chicago.  He  does  an  extensive 
business  in  buying-  and  selling  mortgages 
for  friends  and  clients,  having  hantUed  over 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth,  but 
has  foreclosed  only  one  and  that  was  a 
friendly  foreclosure.  He  makes  loans  in 
Kewanee,  Chicago  and  elsewhere. 

On  the  2nd  of  October,  1883,  Mr. 
Fischer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Etta  R.  Lyle,  a  native  of  Kewanee  and  a 
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daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Snugs) 
Lyle.  Her  father  was  also  born  in  Henry 
•county,  but  her  mother's  birth  occurred  in 
London,  England.  They  were  married  in 
Kewanee,  and  here  both  died  at  an  early 
age,  leaving  four  children :  George,  now  a 
farmer  of  Monroe,  Jasper  county,  Iowa; 
William  H.,  who  married  Mollie  P.  Shrop- 
shire and  lives  in  Kewanee;  and  Etta  R., 
wife  of  our  subject.  One  son,  John,  died 
in  childhood.  These  children  were  reared 
by  the  paternal  grandfather,  John  Lyle, 
who  was  born  at  or  near  Paisley,  Scotland, 
July  29,  1806,  and  was  brought  to  Amer- 
ica by  his  mother  in  1816,  joining  his  fa- 
ther, William  Lyle,  in  Alexandria,  Vir- 
ginia. Two  years  later  the  family  removed 
to  Caledonia  county,  Vermont,  where  his 
father  died  in  1834.  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six.  In  1836  John  Lj-le  came  to  Illinois, 
and  entered  a  tract  of  land  in  Elmira  town- 
ship, Stark  county,  where  he  was  joined  by 
his  mother  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family  a  year  later.  The  mother  lived  to  the ' 
advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years.  ^Ir. 
Lyle  received  only  a  limited  education  in 
the  subscription  schools,  and  was  entirely 
a  self-made  man,  who  through  his  own  un- 
aided efforts  became  quite  wealthy.  Al- 
though almost  sixty  years  of  age  he  enlisted 
March  24,  1864,  in  Company  K,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  \'olunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  until  his  term  expired 
on  the  25th  of  the  following  October.  In 
\'ermont  he  was  married,  June  19,  1833, 
to  !Miss  Hester  D.  Craig,  who  was  to  him 
a  faithful  helpmate  throughout  a  long  mar- 
ried life.  Their  only  child,  George  Lyle, 
the  father  of  !Mrs.  Fischer,  was  born  in  Oc- 
tober, 1834,  and  died  May  19,  1862.  The 
o-randfather  died  in  July,  1889,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three,  and  his  wife  passed  away 


in  r^Iay,  1897,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 
From  Stark  county  they  came  to  Henry 
county  at  an  early  day,  and  were  numbered 
among  its  honored  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fischer  have  been  born 
five  children,  as  follows:  Haydn  L.,  who 
is  attending  the  high  school  of  Kewanee; 
J.  Emmons;  Marguerite,  who  died  July  2, 
1893,  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  a  half; 
Lawrence,  who  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  months;  and  George  Lyle.  The 
mother  and  children  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  while  Mr.  Fischer  is  a 
Catholic  in  religious  belief.  Since  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  James  A.  Gar- 
field he  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  has  never  cared  for  political 
honors.  He  had  no  capital  on  starting  out 
in  life  for  himself,  and  as  a  farm  hand 
worked  for  one  hundred  dollars  the  first 
)ear  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  the 
second,  which  amount  went  to  the  support 
of  his  widowed  mother.  His  record  is 
therefore  that  of  a  man  who  by  his  own  un- 
aided efforts  has  worked  his  way  upward 
to  a  position  of  affluence.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  industry  and  perseverance,  and  the 
systematic  and  honorable  business  methods 
he  has  followed  have  won  for  him  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  those  with  whom  he 
l;as  been  brought  in  contact.  He  is  a  man 
iif  fine  personal  appearance  and  excellent 
business  qualifications. 


E:\IERY  C.  GRAVES. 

Emery  C.  Graves,  of  Geneseo.  has  at- 
tained distinction  as  one  of  the  able  mem- 
l)ers  of  the  Henry  county  bar,  and  is  now 
most  capably  and   satisfactorily  serving  as 
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states  attorney.  In  this  profession  prob- 
ably more  than  in  any  other  success  depends 
upon  individual  merit,  upon  a  thorough  un- 
derstanding of  the  principles  of  jurispru- 
dence, a  power  of  keen  analysis,  and  the  abil- 
ity to  present  clearly,  concisely  and  forcibly 
the  strong  points  in  his  cause.  Possessing 
these  necessary  qualifications,  ^Ir.  Graves 
is  accorded  a  foremost  place  in  the  ranks 
of  the  profession  in  this  county. 

He  was  born  in  Cherry  Creek  township, 
Chautauqua  county.  New  York,  January  19, 
1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Calvin  S.  and  Martha 
K.  (Kingsley)  Graves,  also  natives  of  that 
state,  the  former  l^orn  in  Herkimer  county, 
the  latter  in  Chautau<|ua  ci.umty.  On  first 
coming  to  Illinois,  in  the  spring  of  1853,  the 
father  located  at  Earh'ille,  La  Salle  county, 
but  remained  there  only  one  season  before 
coming  to  Vorktown  township,  Henry  coun- 
ty, where  he  followed  farming  until  1865. 
He  then  embarked  in  the  furniture  business 
in  Geneseo  and  later  turned  his  attention 
to  the  drug  trade.  He  is  still  an  honored 
resident  of  this  place.  He  was  seventy-six 
years  of  age  on  the  20th  of  June,  1900.  and 
his  wife  was  seventy-three  on  the  25th  of 
February,  that  year.  She  holds  member- 
ship in  the  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  children  are  Mrs.  Grace  A.  Sweeney, 
of  Geneseo;  and  Emery  C,  of  this  review. 

The  first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  Emery 
C.  Graves  spent  upon  a  farm.  After  com- 
pleting his  education  in  the  schools  of  Gen- 
eseo, he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
offices  of  Buckles  &  Twells,  -with  which  firm 
lie  remained  until  the  former's  death,  when 
he  entered  the  office  of  George  E.  Waite. 
Subsequently  he  attended  law  school  at  Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin,  and  after  his  graduation  in 
1874  opened  an  office  in  Janesville,  that 
state,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 


the  law.  Returning  to  Geneseo  in  1876,  he 
has  since  followed  his  chosen  profession  at 
this  place,  and  has  built  up  quite  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice  in  the  state  and  federal 
courts.  He  has  had  many  notable  cases, 
and  has  served  as  city  attorney  ten  consecu- 
tive years,  while  prior  to  that  time  he  held 
the  same  office  for  about  two  3'ears.  In  the 
fall  of  1889  he  was  first  elected  states  at- 
tijrney,  and  so  acceptably  did  he  fill  that 
office  that  he  has  been  constantly  re-elected. 
He  has  proved  a  most  efficient  man  for  the 
place,  and  is  a  veritable  terror  to  evil  doers. 

Mr.  Graves  is  married  and  has  had  two 
children.  I\Iay,  the  older,  received  her  lit- 
eraty  education  in  the  Geneseo  common 
schools  and  the  Collegiate  Institute,  and  is 
now  attending  the  Chicago  Art  Institute 
She  possesses  remarkable  musical  and  artis- 
tic talent,  being  specially  proficient  in  draw- 
ing. Kathryn.  the  younger,  died  in  her 
infancy.  Mrs.  Graves  was  for  several 
years  a  successful  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Geneseo,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Socially  Mr.  Graves  is  a  prominent 
Mason,  belonging  to  Stewart  Lodge,  Xo. 
92,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Geneseo;  Barrett  Chap- 
ter, R.  A.  M.,  and  Evarts  Commandery, 
both  of  Rock  Island ;  and  Kaaba  Temple,  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Politically  he  has  alwa3's  been  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  besides  the  offices  con- 
nected with  his  profession  he  has  twice 
served  as  mayor  of  Geneseo.  Never  were 
the  reins  of  city  government  in  more  capa- 
ble hands  for  he  is  pre-eminently  public- 
spirited  and  progressive,  and  gives  his  sup- 
port to  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good. 
He  is  a  man  of  fine  appearance,  is  genial 
and  pleasant  in  manner,  and  very  popular, 
having  a   most  extensive  circle  of   friends 
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iind  acquaintances.  In  business  affairs  he 
has  steadily  prospered  and  is  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  of  Geneseo. 
Holding  marked  precedence  among  the 
members  of  the  bar  of  Henry  county,  and 
retaining  a  clientele  of  so  representative  a 
character  as  to  alone  stand  in  evidence  of 
his  professional  ability  and  personal  popu- 
larity, JMr.  Graves  must  assuredly  be  ac- 
<:orded  a  place  in  this  volume. 


CORNELIUS  HAYES. 

This  highly  respected  citizen  of  Geneseo 
is  the  possessor  of  a  handsome  property, 
^vhich  now  enables  him  to  spend  his  years 
in  the  pleasurable  enjoyment  of  his  accumu- 
lations. The  record  of  his  early  life  is  that 
of  an  active,  enterprising  methodical  and 
sagacious  business  man,- who  bent  his  ener- 
gies to  the  honorable  acquirement  of  a 
comfortable  competence  for  himself  and 
family. 

Air.  Hayes  was  born  in  Ballaugh, 
Clonouty  Parish,  County  Tipperary,  Ire- 
land, August  I,  1832,  a  son  of  Laurence 
-and  Alice  (Ryan  ) Hayes,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  that  country.  The  father  was 
a.  cooper  by  trade,  but  also  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  throughout  life.  He 
<lied  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  his 
wife  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  To  this 
worth}'  couple  were  born  ten  children,  four 
5ons  and  six  daughters,  but  our  subject, 
the  youngest  of  the  sons,  is  the  only  male 
representative  of  the  family  now  living, 
though  four  sisters  are  still  living.  ( i ) 
Laurence  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Ireland  and  died  there  about 
two  years  ago.  (2)  Ella  married  John 
0"Brien,  a  farmer  of  section  32.  Alba  town- 
ship,  this  county,   and  both  are    now    de- 


ceased. (3)  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Cornelius 
Dwyer,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Alba  town- 
ship. (4)  Alice  is  the  widow  of  Uriah 
Jennings,  who  was  a  farmer  of  Lyons,  New 
York.  (5)  Bridget  is  the  wife  of  Patrick 
McLaughlin,  a  retired  farmer  living  on 
Oak  wood  avenue,  Geneseo.  (6)  jMargaret 
is  the  wife  of  James  Dwyer,  a  retired  farmer 
of  Geneseo,  Illinois. 

The  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  Cor- 
nelius Hayes  spent  in  the  land  of  his  na- 
tivity, and  received  his  early  education  in 
the  private  schools  of  his  birthplace.  On 
laying  aside  his  text  books  he  learned  the 
cooper's  trade.  In  1852  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, landing  at  New  York,  and  in  that  city 
and  at  Seneca  Falls,  New  York,  he  followed 
that  occupation  for  a  time.  In  the  spring 
of  1853,  however,  he  commenced  farming 
at  Junius,  Seneca  county.  New  York,  where 
he  remained  five  years,  and  then  removed 
tu  Springfield,  Illinois,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  two  years. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  i860,  ^Nlr.  Hayes 
came  to  Henry  county,  having  purchased 
land  the  year  before  on  section  32,  Alba 
township.  It  was  a  wild  tract  on  which  not 
a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an  improve- 
ment made,  but  he  at  once  erected  a  good, 
substantial  house,  barns  and  other  buildings, 
and  finally  placed  the  eighty  acres  under 
excellent  cultivation.  After  residing  there 
four  years,  he  bought  an  additional  tract 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  sections 
20  and  21,  the  same  township,  but  two  years 
later  sold  the  homestead  of  eighty  acres, 
and  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
on  sections  29  and  20,  and  ten  acres  in  sec- 
tion 9,  Alba  township.  This  was  also  a 
wild,  uncultivated  tract,  which  he  converted 
into  a  fine  farm,  erecting  on  section  21  an 
elegant  residence  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand 
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dollars,  and  two  large  barns  on  section  20. 
Here  he  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising  until  March, 
1883,  when  he  rented  his  farm  of  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  in  Alba  township  and 
moved  to  Annawan,  where  he  had  built  a 
hotel  a  number  of  years  before.  He  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  farm- 
ing land  on  section  10,  of  Annawan  town- 
ship, just  eighty  rods  south  of  the  village, 
and  while  operating  that  farm  for  twelve 
years  he  used  the  hotel  as  his  private  dwell- 
ing. Subsequently  he  spent  about  a  year 
and  three  months  in  Blue  Island,  Illinois, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  his  hotel 
in  Annawan,  and  on  the  6th  of  jMay,  1897, 
took  up  his  residence  in  Geneseo,  where  he 
has  purchased  a  fine  home  on  College  avenue, 
and  is  now  living  retired,  surrounded  by 
all  the  comforts  that  make  life  worth  the 
living. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1872,  at  Gen- 
eseo, ;Mr.  Hayes  married  Miss  Margaret  J. 
Smith,  who  was  born  February  24,  1852, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  (Stewart) 
Smith.  Her  father,  who  was  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  died  at 
the  home  of  our  subject  in  Annawan,  and 
her  mother's  death  occurred  in  Gold  town- 
ship. Bureau  county.  J\Irs.  Hayes  is  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  their  family  of 
twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing, two  sons  being  deceased.  Our  sub- 
ject and  His  wife  have  one  child,  Alice  E.> 
who  was  born  in  Annawan,  April  22,  1883, 
and  has  attended  the  public  schools  of  that 
village,  St.  Benedict's  school  of  Blue  Island 
and  the  high  school  of  Geneseo. 

J\lr.  Hayes  gives  his  political  support 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  represented  Alba  township  on  the 
board   of   supervisors   six   years.      He   also 


served  as  township  treasurer  eight  and  a 
half  years,  commissioner  nine  years,  and 
assessor  fourteen  years  in  Alba  township; 
and  for  many  years  was  also  a  school  di- 
rector there  and  in  Annawan.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  church  work.  His  success 
in  life  has  been  marvelous.  As  a  young 
man  of  twenty  years  he  came  to  America, 
and  with  no  capital  started  out  in  a  strange 
land  to  overcome  the  difficulties  and  ob- 
stacles in  the  path  to  prosperity.  His 
youthful  dreams  have  been  realized,  and  in 
their  happy  fulfillment  he  sees  the  fitting  re- 
ward of  his  earnest  toil. 


THE      SWEDISH      EV.      LUTHERAN 
CHURCH  OF  KEWANEE. 

The  year  after  the  organization  of  the 
village  of  Kewanee,  in  1854,  the  Swedes 
began  to  move  in  but  only  a  few  remained 
permanently,  and  it  was  not  until  Septem- 
ber, 1869,  that  a  congregation  could  be  or- 
ganized with  sixteen  members.  It  belongs^ 
to  the  Ev.  Lutheran  Augustana  Synod. 

In  1870  a  church  was  built  for  three 
thousand  dollars.  The  congregation  con- 
tinued for  sixteen  years  to  be  served  by 
non-resident  pastors.  In  1886  Rev.  S.  A. 
Becklund  accepted  a  call  and  staid  four 
years,  increasing  the  membership  to  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two.  On  account  of 
scarcity  of  ministers  the  congregation  was 
now  left  vacant  for  two  years. 

In  1 89 1  a  theological  student  from. 
Augustana  College  and  Theological  Sem- 
inary, at  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  was  called 
to  have  charge  of  the  congregation  until  a 
permanent  pastor  could  be  secured.    Instead 
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of  renovating  the  old  church  a  new  church 
building  was  immediately  begun  and  com- 
pleted the  following  year,  1892,  costing 
eleven  thousand  dollars.  This  same  year 
Rev.  S.  G.  Youngert,  was  ortlained,  and, 
having  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  congregation  as  a  faithful  student,  he 
was  called  as  pastor.  He  accepted  and  took 
charge  of  the  congregation  in  June,  1892. 
Two  j-ears  later  a  commodious  parsonage 
was  erected.  Total  value  of  church  property 
fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

After  four  and  a  half  years  Rev.  Young- 
ert resigned,  the  membership  having  in- 
creased in  the  meantime  from  one  hundred 
and  ninety-two  to  three  hundred  and  four. 
The  present  pastor.  Rev.  J.  M.  Rydman, 
took  up  his  work  here  June  i,  1897.  The 
membership  is  now  (January  i,  1901) 
three  hundred  and  fifty-nine.  Total  income 
for  1900  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents. 
The  auxiliaries  are  the  Ladies'  Sewing  So- 
ciety, and,  among  the  young  ladies,  the 
Dorcas  Society,  and  a  Young  People's  So- 
ciety. 


REV.  J.  ^I.  RYDMAX. 

Rev.  J.  ^I.  Rydman.  pastor  of  the 
Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Kewanee,  was  born  in  Kronobergs  Lan, 
Sweden,  September  19.  1863,  and  received 
his  primary  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
country.  On  coming  to  America  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  he  joined  some  rela- 
ti\-es  in  Colorado,  where  he  attended  a 
grammar  school  for  one  year,  and  then  en- 
tered the  first  class  of  Bethany  College  at 
Lindsborg,  Kansas;   where  he  pursued  his 


studies  four  years.  In  1887  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  sophomore  class  at  Augustana  Col- 
lege, Rock  Island,  Illinois,  and  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  from  the  in- 
stitution in  1890.  He  next  attended  the 
theological  seminary  connected  with  that 
college,  where  he  was-  graduated  in  1892, 
an4  the  same  year  was  ordained  a  minister 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at 
Lindsborg,  Kansas,  by  the  president  of  the 
synod. 

Mr.  Rydman  was  first  called  to  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Swedish  church  at  Calumet, 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  five  years, 
and  during  that  time  built  an  eleven-thou- 
sand dollar  stone  church  and  a  jiarsonage 
costing  four  thousand  dollars.  He  then  ac- 
cepted a  call  from  the  church  at  Kewanee, 
coming  here  on  the  ist  of  June,  1897.  He 
is  a  man  of  good  address  and  winning  man- 
ners. He  is  a  zealous,  active  and  efficient 
worker  for  the  church,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  not  only  1)_\-  the  people  of  his  own 
congregation,  but  by  the  residents  of  Ke- 
wanee generall)'. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1892,  Mr.  Rydman 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helena 
:M.  Lund,  a  native  of  Henry  county  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Anna  S.  Lund.  Her 
lather  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county,  having  located  here  in  1854,  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  in  Andover  town- 
ship. He  died  some  years  ago,  but  his 
widow  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  children.  ^Irs.  Rydman  is  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth  in  this  family,  com- 
prising nine  children.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
hose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Egbert,  May  g,  1893;  Annette,  June 
30,  1895;  Philip,  July  25,  1898;  and  Ruth, 
September  20,  1900. 
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Since  coining  to  Kewanee  Mr.  Ivvdnian 
has  reduced  the  church  del)t  two  thousand 
dollars  and  has  added  titty  members  tn  the 
church. 


JOHX  McXEELEY. 

John  AlcXeeley,  one  of  Kewanee's  es- 
teemed citizens,  was  for  many  years  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Henry  county,  but  at  present  is  not 
acti\-ely  engaged  in  any  business.  He  has 
led  an  honorable  and  useful  life,  and  is  one 
of  the  men  who  make  old  age  seem  the  bet- 
ter portion  of  life. 

Mr.  McXeeley  Avas  lx)rn  in  Jefferson 
county,  Indiana,  March  i,  1826,  a  son  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Redinbaugh)  McXeel- 
ey, of  Irish  and  German  descent.  His  par- 
ents were  both  natives  (jf  Ohio,  where  their 
marriage  was  celelirated.  and  at  an  early  day 
removed  to  Indiana,  filiating  down  the  Ohio 
river  on  a  flatlioat.  In  the  latter  state  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Through- 
out his  active  business  life  the  father  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  the  family  were  twel\-e 
children,  nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  five  sons  are  still  living,  and  with  the 
exception  of  our  su'l)ject  all  are  residents  of 
Indiana.  All  have  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits except  William  H.,  who  is  a  carpenter 
of  Crawfordsville,  Indiana.  He  is  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  ha\ing  served  for  over  three 
years  in  an  Indiana  regiment. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  John  j\Ic- 
Neeley  received  but  a  limited  education  in 
the  subscription  schools  of  his  native  state. 
On  reaching  the  age  nf  tweiUy-one,  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  si.x  years  or  imtil  coming  to  Illi- 
jiois  in  1851.  On  his  arrival  here  he  en- 
tered  eighty  acres  of  government   land   in 


Henry  county,  and  at  once  commenced  to  im- 
prove and  cultix'ate  his  land.  At  that  time 
the  unbroken  i)rairies  stretched  for  nnles 
in  every  direction,  and  abounded  in  wolves, 
deer  and  feathered  game.  Few  towns  had 
been  established  and  !Mr.  McX'^eeley  hauled 
his  produce  to  Henry,  which  was  then  his 
nearest  market  place.  Prospering  in  his  new 
home  he  added  to  his  original  eighty-acre 
tract  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns 
four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  very  valua- 
lile  land  in  .Vnnawan  township,  which  has 
been  improved  by  him  and  placed  Itnder  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  engaged  in 
farming  quite  extensively,  and  also  carried 
on  stock  raising,  his  specialty  being  short 
horn  cattle.  He  also  fed  stock  for  ship- 
ment to  the  city  markets.  In  1890  he  pur- 
chased a  residence  in  Kewanee,  and  has  since 
lived  a  retired  life  in  that  city,  enjoying  a 
well-earned  rest. 

Returning  to  Indiana,  ]\Ir.  INIcXeeley  was 
married,  October  30,  185 1,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Slaughter,  who  was  also  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  that  state,  October  2,  1827.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Rebecca  (Lo- 
gan) Slaughter,  the  father  a  native  of  Xew 
York,  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  They  were 
early  settlers  of  Intliana,  where  their 
ileath  occurred.  His  (_)Ccupation  was  that 
of  a  farmer.  The  father  of  Jeremiah 
Slaugliter  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
while  his  grandfather,  Isaac  Slaughter, 
also  a  native  of  Orange  comity,  Xew  York, 
fought  for  seven  years  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  later  lived  and  died  on  his 
farm  in  New  York.  The  family  were  of 
German  descent.  Rebecca  Logan  was  a 
daughter  of  William  Logan,  who  removed 
with  his  wife,  I'llizabeth  Dement,  from  Xew 
Jersey  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Montgomery 
county,  where  they  were  pioneers. 


JOHN    McNEELEY. 
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The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McXeeley 
are  as  follows :  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  Seth 
Moon,  of  Annawan;  John  M.  ,a  farmer  of 
Storm  Lake,  Iowa;  Mary,  at  home;  Will- 
iam H.,  a  resident  of  Adair,  Iowa ;  George, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  Elizabeth,  now 
Mrs.  Elmer  J.  Troyer,  of  Lincoln,  Nebras- 
ka ;  Dora,  who  married  John  Moon,  and  died 
in  Iowa  in  1893;  Emma  and  Oliver.  All  the 
children  received  good  common  school  edu- 
cations, and  Oliver  was  graduated  from  the 
Annawan  high  school,  and  later  took  a  two- 
years'  preparatory  course  at  Knox  college, 
Galesburg. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  found 
in  Mr.  McNeeley  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles,  but  he  has  never  taken  an  active 
part  in  ix)litics.  He  was  officially  connected 
with  the  public  schools  of  Annawan  township 
for  many  years,  and  has  always  done  all  in 
his  power  to  maintain  gcxxl  schools.  He  was 
an  active  member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  on  account  of 
his  strict  integrity  and  sterling  worth  is  rec- 
ognized as  a  valued  citizen  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  resides. 


THOMAS  J.  HUGHES. 

Thomas  J.  Hughes,  engineer  of  the  Ke- 
■vvanee  water  works,  was  born  in  Liverpool, 
England,  in  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Ellen  (Jones)  Hughes,  ■\vho  are  still  living 
at  Burkin  Head,  just  across  from  Li\erpool. 
The  father  was  born  in  that  country  in  1835. 
hut  the  mother's  birth  occurred  in  Wales  in 
1837.  They  are  members  of  the  established 
church  of  England,  and  the  father  served 
as  organist  for  about  twenty  years.  By  oc- 
cupation he,  too,  is  an  engineer,  and  for 
years  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Lon- 


don &  Northwestern  Railway  Company. 
His  brother,  William  D.,  who  once  visited 
America,  has  also  followed  the  life  of  an 
engineer  during  his  entire  business  career. 
Our  subject  is  the  oldest  of  a  family  of 
eight  children,  the  others  being  Catherine, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Evans  and 
died  ih  1895,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  }-ears ; 
William,  who  died  in  Cardiganshire,  South 
Wales;  Anna,  Ellen,  and  Ellen  (second), 
who  all  died  at  about  the  age  of  two  years ; 
John,  who  united  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years;  and  David  B.,  a  resident  of  We- 
gan,  England.  Only  our  subject  and  his 
youngest  brother  are  now  living. 

Having  very  limited  school  privileges 
during  his  youth,  Thomas  J.  Hughes  is  al- 
most wholly  self-educated.  He  began  life 
for  himself  as  coal  trimmer  for  firemen,  and 
later  was  promoted  to  the  latter  position, 
and  subsequently  was  made  engineer.  He 
served  a  two  years'  apprenticeship  in  a  ma- 
chine shop ;  Avent  from  there  to  the  boiler 
.shop,  and  later  to  the  blacksmith  shop,  be- 
coming very  proficient  in  all  of  these 
branches  of  mechanics. 

Before  leaving  England  Mr.  Hughes  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Rob- 
erts, who  was  born  in  North  Wales,  Sep- 
tember 29.  1853.  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Catherine  (Jones)  Roberts,  of  Anglesey, 
Whales,  where  the  father  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  was  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  in  stone  masonry,  and 
for  many  years  served  as  sexton  of  an  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  he  holds  member- 
ship. He  is  well  known  and  highly  respect- 
ed in  the  community  where  he  has  so  long 
n^ade  his  home.  His  j^arents  were  James 
and  Elizabeth  Roberts.  In  1843  he  married 
Catherine  Jones,  who  died  April  2^,  1878, 
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at  tlie  age  of  fifty  years.  She  was  a  loving 
wife,  an  affectionate  motlier,  an  excellent 
neighbor  and  a  thorough  Christian.  In  the 
Roberts  family  were  eight  children,  namely  : 
Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Professor 
Richard  Roberts  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six  years;  Thomas,  a  resident  of  Xew  York, 
who  first  married  Ellen  Owens  and  second 
Mary  Evans;  John,  a  resident  of  Anglesey, 
Wales,  who  married  for  liis  second  wife 
Jane  Jones;  Grace,  wife  of  John  E.  Jones, 
of  Caernarvonshire,  Wales;  Catherine,  wife 
of  our  subject ;  ]Mary,  who  died  unmarried  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two  years;  Margaret,  who 
died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  tweh'e ;  and  James, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  \\'ales. 

In  1 88 1  -Mr.  Hughes,  with  his  wife  and 
one  cliild,  came  to  the  United  States,  arriv- 
ing here  a  few  weeks  before  the  assassination 
of  President  Garfield.  On  reaching  Castle 
Garden  he  had  but  a  half  penny  remaining, 
and  this  was  spent  for  an  apple  to  api)ease 
the  appetite  of  the  child.  After  spending  the 
night  there  in  sleep  upon  the  floor  they 
boarded  a  slow-going  emigrant  train,  and 
for  three  days,  from  Thursday  to  Saturday, 
were  without  food.  Two  years  were  spent 
in  Wyoming  county.  Xew  Yurk,  where  Mr. 
Hughes  soon  found  employment  and  was 
able  to  provide  for  his  family.  He  then 
came  to  Kewanee,  Illinois,  and  found  a  sit- 
uation with  John  and  Thomas  Pierce  in 
the  Haxton  Steam  Heater  Company's  works, 
where  his  ability  as  a  skilled  workman  was 
soon  recognized,  and  in  every  way  he  proved 
an  excellent  and  trustworthy  employe.  He 
remained  with  that  company  nine  \-ears,  his 
work  being  core  making.  At  the  end  of  that 
lime  lie  became  engineer  at  the  Kewanee 
water  works,  and  his  long  retention  in  that 
position  plainly  indicates  his  faithfulness  to 


duty  and  his  excellent  knowledge  of  the 
business  undertaken. 

Of  the  eight  children  torn  to  ^Mr.  and 
]Mrs.  Hughes  two,  IMaggie  and  James,  died 
in  infancy.  IMary  C,  who  was  a  type-set- 
ter before  her  marriage,  is  now  the  Avife  of 
Malcolm  Dicks  and  lives  at  home  with  her 
parents;  Darius  R.  is  learning  engineering, 
and  being  a  bright  boy  and  willing  to  work 
has  become  quite  proficient  for  one  of  his. 
years;  Ellen  J.  is  attending  school;  Grace 
Anna,  John  T.  and  }ilargaret  B.  are  all  at 
home, 

]\Ir.  Hughes  now  owns  a  pleasant  home 
in  Kewanee.  The  success  that  he  has  at- 
tained is  due  entirely  to  his  own  well-direct- 
ed efforts  and  the  assistance  of  his  estimable 
wife,  who  has  indeed  proved  a  true  help- 
meet to  him.,  Bright  and  cheerful  in  dispo- 
sition she  Itis  made  for  her  family  a  happy 
home,  and  has  displayed  excellent  business 
ability  in  l/er  management  of  affairs.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Kewanee,  having  brought  her  letter  from 
England,  while  her  husband  is  a  Primitive 
^lethodist  in  religious  belief.  In  politics 
he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  in  his  social 
relations  is  a  member  of  the  Improved  Or- 
der of  Red  Men.  He  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
liable men  of  Kewanee,  and  his  many  ad- 
mirable qualities  have  tended  to  make  him 
popular  Avith  those  Avith  Avhom  he  has  come 
in  contact  either  in  business  or  social  life. 


XELS  J.  SVEXSSOX. 

Since  1871  X'els  J.  SA-ensson  has  been 
identified  Avith  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Henry  coimty,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a 
well-improved  and  Aaluahle  farm  on  section 
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5;  Andover  township.  A  native  of  Sweden, 
he  was  born  December  2,  1844,  and  is  a  son 
of  Swan  and  Inga  Christina  Nelson,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  1819.  The  mother  died 
at  the  old  home  in  Sweden  in  1892,  but  the 
father  is  still  living  and  continues  to  reside 
in  that  country.  By  trade  he  is  a  carpenter 
and  blacksmith,  but  has  also  followed  farm- 
ing in  his  native  land.  Of  his  five  children 
Xels  J.  is  the  oldest,  the  others  being  Caro- 
lina, who  is  married  and  lives  in  Sweden, 
but  her  daughter,  Ellen  Peterson,  now  makes 
her  home  with  our  subject;  Carl  August,  a 
resident  of  Saline  county,  Kansas;  Louisa, 
wife  of  Knute  Larson,  also  of  Kansas;  and 
Mrs.  Victoria  Swanson,  a  school  teacher  of 
Sweden. 

Xels  J.  Svensson  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land  and 
on  the  home  farm  became  thoroughly  famil- 
iar with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot 
of  the  agriculturist.!'  He  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  in  Sweden  ifor  a  time,  but  believing  that 
he  could  better  his  financial  condition  in  the 
new  world,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1871, 
and  came  direct  to  Henty  county,  Illinois. 
Here  he  was  similarly  anployed  until  he  had 
saved  enough  to  rent  a  farm  and  embark  in 
farming  on  his  own  account.  Prospering  in 
business  he  was  at  length  able  to  purchase 
seventy  acres  of  land  on  section  5,  Andover 
township,  to  the  improvenient  and  cultivation 
of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies 
with  most  gratifying  results.  He  has  re- 
modeled the  buildings,  built  fences  and  other- 
wise added  to  the  value  and  attractive  appear- 
ance of  the  place.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  carries  on  stock  raising. 

In  1 88 1  Air.  Svensson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Mary  Ogren,  who  by 
her  first  union  has  one  son,  Eddie,  living  at 
home.     Mr.   and   Mrs.    Svensson    have    a 


daughter,  INIary,  horn  in  1882.  In  his  po- 
litical views  our  subject  is  independent  and 
supports  the  men  whom  he  belie\"es  best  qual- 
ified to  fill  the  offices  regardless  of  party 
lines.  In  1892  he  returned  to  Sweden  on  a 
visit  to  relatives  and  friends.  He  gives  lib- 
erally to  all  church  work,  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  valued  and  useful  citizens  of 
his  communitv. 


ANDREW  HALLIN. 

The  subject  of  this  review,  who  is  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  Kewanee. 
w-as  born  in  Soderbarke  Soken,  central  Swe- 
den, on  the  1st  of  August,  1850,  and  in  his 
successful  business  career  has  displayed  the 
characteristic  thrift  and  enterprise  of  his 
race.  Beginning  with  no  capital  except  that 
acquired  by  his  own  industry  he  has  built 
up  a  large  trade  as  a  tailor  and  dealer  in 
hats,  caps,  trunks  and  valises,  and  is  to-day 
one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  Kewanee; 

His  parents,  ■  Peter  and  Christina  Pers- 
son  were  life-long  residents  of  Sweden, 
where  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five,  the  mother  when  about  sixty-seven 
years  of  age.  Andrew  is  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  in  their  family  of  five  children.  The 
oldest,  Christina,  is  the  wife  of  D.  Gran- 
lund,  of  Minnesota,  while  the  others  are 
still  residents  of  Sweden. 

Mr.  Hallin  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  land  of  his  birth,  and  there  learned  the 
tailor's  trade.  In  1869  he  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic, landing  at  Quebec,  Canada,  whence  he 
came  at  once  to  Kewanee,  Illinois.  At  first 
he  worked  at  anything  which  he  could  find 
to  do,  and  finding  employment  w^ith  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Ouincy  Railroad  Com- 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


pany.  he  stuck  the  tirst  sjiade  into  the  Bucia 
iS.;  Rnshville  liranch  of  that  road.  For  a  few- 
months  he  worked  upon  a  farm,  but  when 
cold  weather  came  he  found  more  congenial 
employment  in,  a  tailor  sliop  in  Kewanee. 
He  worked  by  the  piece  until  he  embarked 
in  business  for  himself  in  1S78.  From  the 
start  his  trade  has  steadily  increased,  his 
work  having  always  gi\'en  the  utmost  satis- 
faction, and  he  furnished  employment  to 
from  eight  to  twelve  men,  ha\'ing  eleven  at 
the  present  writing.  He  carries  as  complete 
a  line  of  goods  as  any  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  re- 
cei^'es  a  liberal  share  of  the  public  patron- 
age. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Kewanee  National  Bank,  and  has  served  as 
director  from  its   inception. 

In  1873  Mr.  Hallin  married  ^liss  Anna 
Hallquist,  also  a  native  of  Sweden,  where  her 
parents  died  during  her  early  childhood. 
She  passed  away  July  14.  1896,  on  the  for- 
ty-fifth anniversary  of  her  birth.  She  was  a 
devout  and  earnest  Christian,  a  member  of 
the  Swedish  LiTtheran  church,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  liy  all  who  knew  her.  By 
this  union  one  child  was  born.  Forrest  L., 
who  iiad  charge  (if  the  store  during  his  fa- 
ther's absence  in  1900.  and  is  a  cutter  in  the 
manufacturing  department  of  the  establish- 
ment. He  is  now  serving"  as  master  of 
exchequer  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  of 
Kewanee;  has  been  organist  in  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  for  the  past  eight  years; 
and  is  also  secretary  of  the  Sunday  school. 

As  a  Republican  .Mr.  Hallin  takes  an 
active  and  commendable  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  has  served  as  aldreman  of  Ke- 
wanee. He  also  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church,  and  of  the  Ockl  Fellows 
lodge.  In  1900  lie  went  to  Europe  and  vis- 
ited the  Paris  Exposition  and  his  old  home 


in  Sweden,  thus  pasing  four  very  enjoyable 
months.  From  his  stopping  place  in  Swe- 
den he  traveled  seven  hundred  miles  north 
to  Lapland  to  see  the  midnight  sun,  the  sun 
being  visible  there  at  twele  o'clock  at  night 
from  the  5th  of  June  to  the  nth  of  July. 
He  and  his  party  spent  five  weeks  in  north- 
ern Sweden,  viewing  the  beautiful  and  ro- 
mantic scenery  of  that  region,  and  they 
climbed  the  Dundret  mountain,  on  the  top 
of  which  no  vegetation  of  any  kind  will 
grow.  They  were  tw<i  hours  in  making  the 
ascent. 

In  addition  to  his  mercantile  and  banking 
interests  in  Kewanee,  Mr.  Hallin  has  also 
become  one  of  the  prominent  real  estate  own- 
ers in  the  city,  having  built,  in  1887,  on  Sec- 
ond street,  a  fine  brick  business  building,  25 
X70,  two  stories  in  height,  whidi  he  occu- 
pied from  1887  to  1899.  In  tlie  latter  year 
he  erected  an  elegant  three-story  stone  front 
building,  also  on  Second  street,  25x63,  the 
first  floor  and  part  of  the  third  floor  being 
occupied  by  himself,  while  the  remainder  is 
leased.  While  not  the  largest,  it  is  the  finest 
store  room  in  the  city.  He  has  also  erected 
some  buildings  for  residence  purposes,  and 
deals  successfully  in  real  estate. 


JACOB  FRANK. 

No  better  illustration  of  the  characteristic 
energy  and  enterprise  of  the  typical  German- 
American  citizen  can  be  found  than  that  af- 
forded by  the  career  of  this  well-known  har- 
ness dealer  of  Geneseo,  Illinois,  who  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  that  place  for  forty-five  years. 
Coming  to  this  country  with  no  capital  ex- 
cept his  abilities  he  has  made  his  way  to  sue- 


JACOB    FRANK. 
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cess  through  wisely-directed  effort  and  he 
can  now  look  back  with  satisfaction  upon 
past  struggles. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Frank  was  passed 
near  the  Ri\-er  Rhine,  for  he  was  born  near 
the  city  of  Worms,  Germany,  May  8,  1829, 
a  son  of  Leonard  and  Margaret  (Boas) 
Frank,  who  were  born  in  France  and  from 
that  country  removed  to  Germany,  where 
the  father  owned  a  large  vineyard  and  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
v.ine,  following  that  business  in  connection 
with  farming  throughout  his  active  life.  He 
died  in  Germany  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years,  having  long  survived  his  wife,  whose 
death  occurred  when  our  subject  was  al)out 
fifteen  years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  but  Jacob  is  now  the  only 
survivor.  Besides  himself  there  was  only  one 
other  member  of  the  family  who  came  to  the 
Lnited  States,  this  being  Charles  Frank, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Mexican. war,  and  was 
drowned  in  the  Ohio  river  by  the  explosion 
of  the  steamer  on  which  he  had  taken  pas- 
sage for  Mexico.  His  death  left  our  sub- 
ject without  a  relative  in  this  coutnry. 

The  greater  part  of  the  education  of  Ja- 
cob Frank  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  land.  In  1849,  ^t  the  age  of  twen- 
ty, he  came  to  America,  and  immediately 
after  landing  joined  his  brother  at  Ashland, 
Ohio.  Together  the}'  went  to  Cleveland 
where  they  worked  on  a  railroad  then  being 
constructed,  but  subsequently  returned  to 
Ashland,  where  our  subject  learned  the  har- 
ness and  saddlery  trade,  serving  an  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years  and  a  half,  in  the 
meantime  attending  school  for  three  months. 
He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  John  Mc- 
Culley  which  existed  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  they  engaged  in  the  harness  busi- 
ness at  Lucas,  Ohio,    and    established    his 


present  business,  which  he  has  carried  on 
continuouly  since,  and  has  met  with  marked 
success. 

During  his  residence  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Frank 
was  married,  September  5,  1854,  to  Miss 
Delilah  Bowman,  a  native  of  that  state  and 
a  daughter  of  David  Bowman,  a  prosperous 
fanner  of  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  who,  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  came  to  Illinois,  to 
make  his  home  with  ]Mr.  Frank,  but  died 
while  on  a  visit  to  a  daughter  in  Iowa  and 
was  buried  there.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  born  five  children,  namely :  ( i )  Leon- 
ard D.,  a  harness  maker,  born  in  Ohio,  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Daly  and  died  in  Oregon,  in  July, 
1884,  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  leaving  two 
sons,  Sharmey  and  William,  who  are  still  res- 
idents of  that  state.  (2)  Qiarles,  born  in 
Geneseo,  died  in  that  city  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years.  (3)  William,  a  farmer  of  Ala- 
bama, married  Kate  Celner,  now  deceased, 
by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Leonard.  (4) 
Alice  is  the  widow  of  David  McLaughlin, 
who  was  overseer  of  a  large  packing  house 
at  San  Francisco,  California,  and  was  form- 
erly with  the  Armoiu'  Company  of  Chicago. 
Her  son.  Earl,  is  now  a  stenographer  and 
expert  penman.  (5)  ^Minnie  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  Brown,  a  barber  of  Elgin,  Illi- 
nois, and  they  have  several  children.  Mrs. 
Frank,  who  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  a  devoted  wife  and 
loving  mother,  died  at  Geneseo  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oakwood  cem- 
etery. For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Frank  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Mary  Orr  Hall,  widow  of  William 
Hall,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Henry  county, 
now  deceased.  By  this  union  was  born  a 
son,  Ira.  and  by  her  first  marriage,  Mrs. 
Frank  also  has  a  son,  Frank  Hall,  a  cattle 
raiser  of  Idaho. 
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As  a  business  man  Mr.  Frank  lias  steadily 
prospered,  and  his  success  is  due  entirely  to 
liis  industry,  perseverance  and  good  manage- 
ment, for  he  started  out  in  life  empty-handed 
and  has  had  to  make  his  own  way  unaided. 
That  he  is  a  man  of  good  business  ability  is 
shown  by  the  wonderful  success  that  he  has 
achie\-ed.  In  addition  to  his  handsome  resi- 
dence on  Xorth  College  avenue,  he  is  the 
■owner  of  two  business  blocks  on  West  Ex- 
change street,  in  one  of  which  he  carries  on 
liis  business,  and  rents  the  other,  and  also  has 
five  vacant  business  lots  adjoining  and  a  val- 
uable fami  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Cornwall  township,  which  he  leases.  Mrs. 
Frank  also  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  tlie  same  township.  These  are  well-im- 
proved places,  each  having  a  good  residence 
and  other  buildings  found  upon  the  model 
farm  of  the  twentieth  century.  He  also 
<Avned  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  near  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  one-half  of 
\\hich  he  gave  to  his  son  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. The  other  one  hundred  and  sixty 
he  has  since  sold.  ]\Ir.  Frank  has  been 
quite  an  extensive  traveler  making,  among 
others,  four  trips  to  the  Pacific  coast.  Mr. 
Frank  is  president  of  the  Oak  wood  Ceme- 
tery Association  of  Geneseo,  which  embraces 
sixty-six  acres  of  land  and  is  beautifully  sit- 
uated just  outside  of  the  corporation,  south 
of  the  city.  Many  improvements  are  con- 
stantly being  made  to  the  grounds.  Mr. 
Frank  is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  and 
advocates  all  measures  that  tend  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  city  and  county.  He 
was  formerly  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  now 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  Relig- 
iously he  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lu^ 
theran  Church,  and  socially  is  connected  with 
the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Geneseo,  in 
which  he  has  held  office. 


DANIEL  D.  SHELLHAMMER. 

Among  the  representative  farmers  of 
Henry  county  is  the  subject  of  this  review, 
whose  home  is  on  section  15,  Geneseo  town- 
ship. He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  Luzerne  county,  October  11,  1834,  and 
is  a  son  of  David  and  Catherine  (Gottschall) 
Shellhammer,  who  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  the  Keystone  state.  The  father,  who 
was  a  millwright  by  trade,  died  at  his  home 
in  Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  two'  years 
later  at  about  the  same  age.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still 
living,  namely:  Joseph,  a  carpenter  of 
Hazelton,  Pennsylvania;  George  \\'.,  a  car- 
penter of  Indianola,  Iowa;  Daniel  D.,  our 
subject;  Rebecca,  wife  of  John  Wagner, 
foreman  of  a  coal  mine  of  Drifton,  Penn- 
sylvania; and  Hannah,  wife  of  Alexander 
Shiner,  a  farmer  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity,  Daniel  D. 
Shellhammer  grew  to  manhood,  while  his 
education  was  obtained  in  its  common 
schools.  On  leaving  home,  in  1857,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years,  he  came  to  Illi- 
riois,  and  first  located  in  Whiteside  county, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter 
for  a  few  years.  Subsequently  he  spent  a 
year  in  Phenix  township,  this  county,  work- 
ing at  his  trade  and  at  farm  labor.  After 
the  inauguration  of  the  Civil  war,  he  en- 
listed at  Geneseo,  in  August,  1862,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  Company  K,  One  Hundred 
and  Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
with  which  he  served  until  hostilities  ceased, 
being  mustered  out  at  Chicago,  in  July, 
1865,  and  discharged  at  the  same  place.  He 
was  engaged  in  some  of  the  principal  bat- 
tles of  the  war,  including  the  siege  at  Knox- 
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ville,  Tennessee.  He  did  considerable 
scouting  and  was  wounded  while  in  Georgia, 
in  1864. 

When  discharged,  Mr.  Shellhainnier  re- 
turned to  this  county  an<l  located  in  Plienix 
township,  where  he  worked  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  for  three  or  four  years,  after 
which  he  rented  a  farm  in  Cornwall  town- 
ship, which  he  operated  two  years.  He 
then  removed  to  his  present  farm  of  forty 
acres  on  section  15,  Geneseo  township,  which 
has  now  been  his  home  for  twenty-eight 
years.  He  has  erected  thereon  a  fine  res- 
idence, a  good  barn  and  other  outbuildings, 
and  now  has  a  well-improved  place,  whose 
neat  and  thrifty  appearance  stands  as  a  mon- 
ument to  his  industry  and  diligence.  In 
connection  with  farming  he  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade  up  to  within  the  past  six 
years,  when  he  retired  from  that  occupa- 
tion. Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  fraternally  he  holds 
membership  in  the  Grantl  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

On  the  30th  of  Xovemljer,  i86y.  ^Ir. 
Shellhammer  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Wilhelmina  Barnhart,  only  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Rinck)  Barnhart, 
mentioned  below.  By  this  union  were  born 
five  children,  namely:  Frank,  born  October 
25,  1872,  died  March  30,  1881;  Ada,  born 
June  21,  1878,  is  at  home;  Bessie,  born  Jan- 
uary 30,  1882;  Grant,  born  November  11, 
1884;  and  Lucy,  born  October  27,  1887,  are 
all  at  home. 


JACOB   BARNHART. 

Prominent  among  the  pioneers  of  this 
section  of  Illinois  was  Jacob  Barnhart,  who 
■was  for  several  years  actively  identified  with 


the  early  development  and  upbuilding  of 
Henry  county.  He  was  a  native  of  Nassau, 
Germany,  and  was  about  twenty  years  of 
age  on  his  emigration  to  the  United  States. 
He  first  located  near  Galveston,  Texas, 
where  he  followed  farming  for  some  years, 
and  about  1847  came  north.  For  about  two 
years  he  worked  at  the  stone  mason's  trade 
in  Rock  Island,  Illinois. 

In  Whiteside  county,  this  state,  Mr. 
Barnhart  was  married  in  December,  1849, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Rinck,  and  later  they  came 
to  Henry  county,  locating-  in  Phenix  town- 
ship, where  he  followed  farming  until  the 
Civil  war  broke  out.  He  manifested  his 
love  for  his  adopted  country  by  enlisting,  in 
1862,  in  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and 
Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  re- 
mained in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased, 
being  honorably  discharged  in  Tennessee, 
in  1865.  He  served  as  scout  much  of  the 
time  and  was  disabled  in  the  service.  Re- 
turning to  Illinois,  Mr.  Barnhart  resumed 
farming  in  tiiis  county,  where  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  until  his  death.  He  died 
in  the  city  of  Geneseo,  in  1871,  from  the 
effects  of  injuries  received  in  the  war.  He 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  was  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  him.  As  a  pioneer 
of  this  section  of  the  state  he  endured  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  such  a 
life.  His  upright  and  honal-able  career 
commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all, 
and  as  one  of  the  honored  early  settlers  and 
leading  citizens  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
he  is  certainly  entitled  to  prominent  men- 
tion in  its  history. 

Mr.  Barnhart  left  a  widow  and  one 
daughter  to  mourn  his  loss,  the  latter  being 
^^'ilhelmina,  wife  of  Daniel  D.  Shellhammer, 
mentioned  above.     Mrs.  Barnhart,  who  now 


264 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


lives  with  her  daugliter,  was  born  in  Alsace, 
France,  now  a  province  of  Germany,  and 
was  three  years  old  when  brought  to  this 
country  by  her  parents,  Louis  and  Veronica 
(Schatta)  Rinck,  natives  of  the  same  place. 
It  was  about  i8j8  that  they  crossed  the  At- 
lantic and  took  up  their  residence  in  Wiw- 
ren,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1837  came  to 
AVhiteside  county,  where  Mr.  Rinck  took 
up  a  tract  of  government  land,  on  which  he 
built  a  log  house.  To  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  that  farm  of  eighty  acres  he 
devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there 
in  December  J5,  1857,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  His  wife  passed  away  October  20, 
1857,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Association  and  he 
was  a  Jackson  Democrat  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  five  children,  but  only  I^Irs.  Barn- 
hart,  and  her  brother,  Frank  J.  Rinck,  a 
marble  cutter  of  Geneseo,  are  now  living. 


MRS.  CAROLINE  W.  HURD. 

The  state  of  Illinois  owes  its  high  stand- 
ing among  the  sovereign  commonwealths 
that  make  up  the  L^nited  States  to  the  high 
character  and  dauntless  spirit  of  the  settlers 
v;ho  made  their  home  within  her  borders  in 
the  early  days.  To  their  inspiration  and 
work  is  due  her  wonderful  progress  in  ag- 
riculture, manufacturing  and  the  arts. 
.Vmong  the  honored  pioneers  of  Henry  coun- 
ty the  Little  family  occupy  a  prominent  posi- 
tion. Mrs.  Hurd,  who  is  a  worthy  represen- 
tative of  this  family  and  a  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Wethersfield,  came  to  Illinois  in 
1836,  and  therefore  has  witnessed  almost  its 
entire  development. 


She  was  born  in  Hollis,  Xew  Hampshire, 
September  15,  182 1,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Abner  B.  and  Nancy  (Tenny)  Little,  also 
natives  of  the  old  Granite  state,  the  former 
born  in  Salem,  the  latter  in  Hollis.  Their 
marriage  was  cele1>rated  January  20,  1802. 
Coming  west  in  1836.  ]\Ir.  Little  located 
in  \\'etherstield  township.  Henry  county. 
Illinois,  where  with  the  assistance  of  his 
sons  he  opened  up  and  improved  a  farm, 
making  his  home  here  until  called  to  his 
final  rest,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
In  his  family  were  eleven  children,  all  of 
whom  reached  years  of  maturity  and  became 
heads  of  families,  but  only  Mrs.  Hurd  and 
her  sister,  ]Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Stewart,  of  Du- 
hith,  are  now  living.  Five  of  the  family, 
however,  lived  to  celebrate  their  golden 
weddings.  One  son,  Hon.  H.  G.  Little,  was 
the  last  of  the  survivors  of  those  who  assisted 
in  organizing  this  county.  In  early  days  he 
was  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  influen- 
tial citizens,  and  was  called  upon  to  repre- 
sent his  district  in  the  state  legislature  and 
serve  as  sherift"  of  the  county.  He  voted  at 
the  first  election  held  in  Wethersfield.  He 
was  born  in  Gosstown,  New  Hampshire,  in 
1813,  and  died  in  Grinnell,  Iowa,  November 
3,  1900,  having  removed  to  that  place  in 
1S67.  There  he  also  became  prominently 
identified  with  public  afifairs,  did  much  to 
advance  the  interests  of  its  schools,  colleges 
rnd  churches,  and  efficiently  served  as  mayor 
of  the  city.  He  was  very  public  spirited  and 
enterprising,  and  with  two  others  bought  the 
land  on  which  Kewanee  is  now  located  and 
laid  out  the  town.  His  first  home  in  Weth- 
ersfield was  a  little  one-room  house,  sixteen 
by  eighteen  feet. 

]\Irs.  Hurd  w  as  about  fifteen  years  of  age 
\\hen  she  came  with  the  family  to  this  coun- 
ty, and  can  well  remember  when  this  re- 
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gion  was  very  sparsely  settletl  and  almost 
entirely  unimproved.  On  tlie  22nd  of  Au- 
gust, 1837,  at  tile  age  of  sixteen,  slie  gave 
her  liand  in  marriage  to  Dr.  Lewis  Hurd, 
theirs  heing  the  first  recorded  wedtUng  in 
Henry  county.  Tiie  Doctor  was  horn  in 
Hamihon,  Maihson  county.  Xcw  "N'ork,  Au- 
gust 19,  181 1,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  state.  In  early  life  he  deter- 
mined to  become  a  physician,  and  attended 
n:edical  lectures.  On  first  coming  to  Illinois, 
in  1836,  he  located  in  Lafayette,  Stark  coun- 
ty, where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  for  a  time,  and  while  there  board- 
ed with  Mrs.  Wheeler,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Hurd. 
In  this  way  he  became  accjuainted  with  his 
future  wife.  After  their  marriage  they  lo- 
cated in  Wethersfield,  where  the  Doctor  en- 
gaged in  practice  for  a  few  years,  and  then 
removed  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  later  to 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  a  number  of  years,  his  time  be- 
ing devoted  to  his  profession.  Later  he 
owned  and  conducted  an  electric  institute  at 
Talmage,  Ohio,  and  in  that  enterprise  met 
with  excellent  success.  He  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan,  for  a  few  years,  but  in  the 
fall  of  1865  returned  to  Wethersfield,  and 
practically  lived  retired  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  died  here  in  1892, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a 
■  very  prominent  physician  and  was  remarka- 
bly successful,  his  specialty  being  chronic 
diseases. 

For  over  half  a  century  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Hurd  traveled  life's  journey  together,  and  in 
1887  celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  To 
them  were  born  seven  children,  but  only  one 
reached  years  of  maturity,  Lewis  Gardner, 
who  was  educated  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  at  the 


opening  of  the  Civil  war  enli.sted  at  the  first 
call  for  three  year  men.  He  went  with  his 
regiment  to  Washington,  D.  C,  but  was  soon 
afterward  taken  ill  with  typhoid  pneumonia, 
and  died  there  March  15,  1862.  His  remains 
were  brought  back  to  Wethersfield  for  in- 
terment. The  other  children  were  Ann  Car- 
oline, who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years ; 
Julius  A.,  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Ann  C, 
at  the  age  of  seven  months;  Eliza  A.,  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  William  L.,  at  the  age  of 
one  year;  and  Edwin  H.  N.,  also  at  the  age 
cf  one  year.  Mrs.  Hurd  is  widely  known 
th.roughout  Henry  county,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends,  who  appreciate  her  sterling  worth. 
As  a  pioneer  of  the  county  she  is  certainly 
worthy  of  prominent  mention  in  its  history. 


ALBERT  W.  BLAIR. 

Among  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Geneseo  is  Albert  W.  Blair,  one  of  Henry 
county's  native  sons  and  a  representati\-e  of 
one  of  her  honored  old  families,  whose  iden- 
tification with  her  history  dates  from  an 
early  period  in  the  development  of  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Phenix  township, 
on  the  23d  of  September,  1844,  and  is  a  son 
of  Asa  Blair,  whose  birth  occurred  June  6, 
18 10,  in  Ontario  county.  New  York,  where 
he  lived  until  twelve  years  of  age.  Going  to 
Ohio,  he  worked  for  three  years  in  a  distil- 
lery at  ten  dollars  per  month,  and  being  very 
economical  he  saved  a  part  of  his  small  earn- 
ings. Afterward  he  engaged  in  farming  near 
Detroit,  ^Michigan,  for  about  six  years,  and 
froin  that  state  came  to  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  1838,  locating  in  Phenix  township, 
W"here  he  purchased  land  and  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  short  time.     Selling  his  claim 
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he  removed  to  Geneseo  townsliip,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  eiglity  acres,  but  after 
residing  there  for  a  time,  lie  was  taken  ill 
and  moved  about  three  miles  northeast  of 
that  place,  where  he  took  up  government  land 
in  Phenix  township,  making  it  his  home  for 
fifteen  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Loraine  township  where  his 
last  days  were  spent,  dying  there  January 
15-  1873.  The.se  several  farms  were  all  wild 
land  when  they  came  into  his  p<issessi(in, 
and  by  his  labors  were  placecl  under  cultiva- 
tion and  improved  with  good  buildings.  He 
v\as  actively  identified  with  tlie  early  develop- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  county,  and  in 
its  transformation  from  a  wild  uncultivated 
tract  into  one  of  the  best  farming  districts  of 
the  state  he  ever  bore  his  part.  In  his  polit- 
ical A'iews  he  was  a  Republican,  but  ne\er 
took  an  active  part  in  pi.ilitics,  though  as  a 
public-spirited  man  he  ad\(jcated  all  measures 
tended  to  advance  or  improve  the  community 
in  which  he  lived.  For  some  years  he  served 
as  school  director  in  Loraine  township.  Re- 
ligiously he  was  a  member  of  the  Cnited 
Brethren  Church. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1835,  i" 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  Asa  Elair  married 
^liss  Abigail  Sinnott,  who  was  born  in  St. 
John's,  New  Brunswick,  September  18,  i8i_\ 
and  whose  parents  continued  to  make  their 
l;ome  in  St.  John's  throughout  life.  She 
died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Loraine 
township,  this  county,  March  17,  1888.  By 
this  union  were  born  eight  children,  namely  : 
(  I )  Marilla  first  married  Uaniel  Beers,  by 
\\hom  siie  has  three  children,  Frank,  Byron 
and  Dora,  but  she  is  now  the  widow  of  Lor- 
enzo Norton,  a  farmer  of  Loraine  township, 
and  resides  in  tieneseo.  By  her  second  mar- 
riage she  has  two  children,  Hugh  and  Mrs. 
Lima  Carson.  (2)  Nancv  is  the  wife  of  Will- 


iam Kemmis,  a  retired  farmer  of  Geneseo. 
(3)  Hiram  was  a  member  of  Company  I, 
Forty-fifth  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  wounded  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Sliiloh.  He  was  then  brought  home 
and  died  from  the  effects  of  his  injuries  two 
weeks  later  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  (4) 
Albert  ^\'.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of 
birth.  (  5  )  Sinclair  married  Emma  E.  Mim- 
ger  antl  follows  farming  in  Loraine  town- 
ship. (6)  John,  also  a  farmer  of  Loraine 
township,  married  .\da  Haskins  and  has  two 
children.  Malcolm  and  June.  (7)  Anna  died 
in  1896  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  (8) 
Abigail  died  in  infancy. 

During  his  boyhood  Albert  \\'.  Blair 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  common  schools 
(_)f  Phenix  township,  and  assisted  his  father 
on  the  home  farm.  After  the  latter's  re- 
nK)val  to  Loraine  township,  he  continued  to 
operate  the  farm  in  Pheni.x  township  until 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Geneseo  in  1892. 
He  added  to  the  place  until  he  had  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one  acres  of  valuable  land 
on  section  25,  and  made  a  number  of  im- 
provements thereon,  while  he  succesfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  raising 
throughout  his  active  business  life. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1861,  at  Geneseo. 
Mr.  Blair  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Forty- 
fifth  Illinois  X'olunteer  Infantry,  with  which 
he  served  two  years  and  two  months,  being 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Henry,  Fort 
Donelson,  Shiloh,  Meeding  Station,  Tennes- 
see, and  Raymond,  Port  Gibson,  and  Cham- 
Ijion  Hills,  Mississippi.  During  the  engage- 
ment at  the  last  named  place,  May  16,  1863, 
he  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg.  which  has 
left  him  a  cripple  for  life,  after  undergoing  a 
very  painful  operation.  The  bullet  taken 
from  the  wound  he  still  has  in  his  possession. 
He  was  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  be- 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


271 


ing  one  of  twelve  from  liis  company  detailed 
to  watch  that  the  army  was  not  flanked. 
The  sergeant  in  command  ordered  a  charge 
on  the  enemy  entrenched  in  a  ditch,  and  they 
•captured  a  cannon,  Init  in  this  encounter  Mr. 
Blair  was  wounded  after  having  his  gunstock 
knocked  from  his  hand  hy  a  hall.  He  was 
wounded  while  in  the  act  of  capturing  a  rehel 
who  had  hidden  hehind  a  tree.  He  was 
first  taken  to  the  plantation  belonging  to  Jef- 
ferson and  Joseph  Davis,  where  he  was  cap- 
tured about  a  week  later  by  a  squail  of  Con- 
federate soldiers,  but  was  paroled  after  tak- 
ing the  oath  not  to  take  up  arms  until  his 
■exchange.  He  was  sent  to  the  barracks  at 
St.  Louis,  and  honcirably  discharged  in  Xo- 
vember,  1863.  He  now  draws  a  pension  of 
thirty  dollars  per  month  as  a  sort  of  compen- 
sation for  his  injuries. 

Mr.  Blair  was  married,  March  5,  1872, 
to  ]Miss  Mary  E.  McClellan,  who  was  born 
in  Geneseo  township,  this  county.  Decemljer 
10,  1850,  a  daughter  of  John  Wesley  and 
Julina  (Murray)  McClellan,  natives  of  In- 
diana. \Mien  he  was  about  t\\ent\--fi\-e  }'ears 
of  age  her  father  came  tc)  Illinois,  and  for 
many  years  engaged  in  farming  in  (ieneseo 
township,  where  he  died  in  1896  at  the  age 
■of  seventy-two  years.  His  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  seventy  and  now  makes  her 
h.ome  with  our  subject.  They  had  a  family 
of  four  children,  namely :  Mary  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Blair;  Mrs.  Evaline  Roberts,  of  Oklahoma 
territory,  who  has  one  child,  Nora,  wife  of 
Wilbur  Green;  Thomas,  clerk  in  a  hardware 
store  in  Latham,  Kansas,  who  married  Laura 
Fisk,  and  has  two  children,  Hugh  and  Elsie : 
and  Sarah  Jane,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Blair  have  one  child,  Cora  E.,  born 
January  12,  1873.  She  is  now  the  wife  of 
Edgar  McHenry,  who  occupies  the  old 
Elair  homestead  in  Phenix  township. 


Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  pleasant 
home  on  West  Cemetery  street,  Geneseo, 
where  they  delight  to  entertain  their  many 
friends.  Both  are  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  are  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  all  who  know  them.  The  Repub- 
lican party  finds  in  Mr.  Blair  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  principles,  and  he  efficiently 
served  as  school  director  in  Phcenix  town- 
ship for  many  years.  Fraternally  he  is  an 
h.onored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  the  Home  Forum,  while  his  wife  holds 
membersliip  in  the  Circle  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
the  Home  Forum,  and  the  Woman's  Chris- 
tian Temperance  Cnion  of  Geneseo,  of  which 
she  is  at  present  secretary. 


ANDREW   WEIDLEIN. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  a  prominent  and 
succssful  farmer  of  Geneseo,  Illinois,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Bedford  county,  that  state,  on  the 
1 6th  of  April,  1840.  His  father,  John 
Weidlein.  was  born  in  Germany,  January  17, 
1812,  and  emigrated  to  America  with  his 
parents  during  the  '20s.  The  grandfather 
died'  many  years  ago.  In  early  life  John 
Weidlein  married  Miss  Elnora  Emmert, 
also  a  native  of  Germany,  who  died  Febru- 
ary 20.  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
having  celebrated  her  birthday  on  the  2nd 
of  that  month.  He  is  still  living,  however, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  In 
1 85 1  he  came  west  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
first  located  in  Osco  township,  this  county, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Ed  ford  town- 
ship, and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in 
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Geneseo  on  the  30th  of  December,  1900, 
He  was  widely  and  favorably  known  and 
\vas  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged. 
Andrew  was  the  oldest  of  their  twelve  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  as  follows:  Philip,  a 
grain  inspector  of  Kansas  City;  Lavina,  who 
died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
)-ears;  Lewis,  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Jake,  a 
resident  of  ^Missouri;  George,  a  farmer  of 
Iowa;  Edward,  a  resident  of  Augusta,  Kan- 
sas; Carrie,  wife  of  George  Drehmer,  of  this 
county;  ^^'allie,  a  resident  of  jMuscatine, 
Iowa;  and  three  others  deceased. 

Andrew  \\'eidlein  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removal  to  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, and  his  early  life  was  spent  in  plowing, 
planting  and  reaping  on  the  home  farm.  At 
the  age  of  twenty- four  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  and  has  always  followed  farm- 
ing, in  which  he  has  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess. He  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable  and  well 
improved  farm  of  four  hundred  and  si.xty- 
five  acres  in  Osco  township,  which  he  him- 
self operates,  and  also  has  a  couple  of  other 
farms  now  occupied  by  his  sons. 

Mr.  W'eidlein  was  married  April  3.  1864, 
to  Aliss  Sarah  E.  Conrad,  also  a  nati\'e  of  the 
Keystone  state,  and  a  daughter  of  Almon 
and  Elizabeth  (Pierce)  Conrad,  who  came 
to  Illinois  in  1856,  and  after  spending  a  short 
time  in  Rock  Island  county,  located  in  Henry 
county,  where  both  died.  The  father  was 
fifty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death 
and  was  long  survived  by  his  wife,  who 
died  August  2,  1898,  when  lacking  only  a 
month  and  five  days  of  being  ninety  years 
of  age.  Both  were  earnest  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Of  their  children,  Fre- 
derick, John,  ]\Iary  J.,  James,  Thomas  and 
Elvira  are  all  deceased.     Those  living  are 


J.  H.,  a  resident  of  Dodge  City,  Kansas;. 
Margaret,  wife  of  George  Enderton,  of  fier- 
cer county,  Illinois;  and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of 
our  subject.  Her  maternal  grandparents 
were  John  and  iMary  (Rice)  Pierce,  farm- 
ing people  of  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,^ 
and  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Both  li\ed  to  an  advanced  age, 
^Ir.  Pierce  being  o\er  ninety-six  years  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  his  wife  over  ninety- 
three. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  ^h.  and 
]\Irs.  W'eidlein,  namely :  ( i )  W.  Elmer,  a 
resident  of  Galesburg,  Illinois,  married 
Kittie  Alarlatt,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Grace,  Cleone  and  Lysle.  (2)  Joseph 
C,  a  farmer  of  Ed  ford  township,  this  coun- 
ty, married  Anna  Glenn  and  they  ha\e  two 
children,  Buyd  and  ]\liklred.  (^3)  \'ina  is 
the  wife  of  Harry  King,  of  Champaign,  Illi- 
nois, and  they  have  five  children,  Jessie  'M., 
Nellie  H.,  Laura  I.,  Florence  jNL  and  Henry 
W.  {4)  Xora  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Schroe- 
der,  and  they  have  one  child,  Lucile.  (5) 
L.  Arthur,  of  Edford  township,  married 
Gertie  Rogers  and  they  have  one  child, 
]\Iarie,  (6)  Carrie  A.  is  the  wife  of  Lewis 
Schroeder,  of  Osco.  {y)  Laura  Edith  is  at- 
tending the  Geneseo  high  school,  where  she 
will  graduate  in  1903.  (8)  Margaret  J.  died 
September  28,  1885,  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years. 

^Ir.  W'eidlein  takes  little  interest  in  pol- 
itics but  generally  supports  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  has  served  his  fellow  citizens 
in  a  most  creditable  manner  as  road  master, 
supervisor  of  his  township  two  years,  and 
a  member  of  the  school  board  many  years. 
I^eligiously  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  enjoy 
the  hospitality  of  many  of  the  best  homes  of 
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Geneseo.  They  receive  and  merit  the  high 
regard  of  the  entire  community,  and  those 
wlio  know  them  best  are  numbered  among 
tlieir  warmest   friends. 


GEORGE  W.  WEST. 

This  well-known  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Geneseo  is  a  worthy  representa- 
Uve  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Henry 
county.  He  was  born  near  Ithaca,  New 
York,  Alarch  25,  1835,  ^"d  on  the  paternal 
side  belongs  to  an  old  Colonial  family,  his 
ancestors  having  come  to  this  country  on 
the  Mayflower  or  soon  afterward.  They 
took  quite  an  active  part  in  public  affairs 
and  are  supposed  to  have  fought  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
They  were  of  English  descent  and  had  much 
to  do  in  organizing  lx)th  the  Maryland  and 
A'irginia  colonies. 

Garder  West,  our  subject's  father,  was 
a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a  son  of 
Johnnie  West,  who  at  an  early  day  removed 
with  his  family  to  New  York.  There  Gar- 
der engaged  in  farming  and  dairying  quite 
extensively,  and  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
his  community  he  served  in  se\eral  local 
offices.  He  and  his  wife  visited  here  but 
never  came  west  to  live.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lavina  Pease  and  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  where  she  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years.  The  father  was 
eighty-six  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Both 
Avere  devout  members  and  zealous  work- 
ers in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  which  he  was  officially  connected,  and 
their  home  was  always  the  stopping  place 
•of  the  itinerant  ministers.  Mrs.  West's 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Eng- 


land, and  she  was  also  of  Scotch  extraction, 
her  ancestors  being  sturdy  and  reliable  peo- 
ple. Her  father,  Thaddeus  Pease,  was  a 
life-long  resident  of  New  York,  where  he 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-nine 
years.  Owing  to  an  accident  his  days  were 
shortened.  He  was  a  man  of  powerful  build 
and  was  very  active  for  one  of  his  years.  In 
early  life  he  was  an  athlete,  and  had  the  name 
of  being  the  most  powerful  man  in  Tomp- 
kins county. 

George  W.  West,  of  this  review,  is  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  ten 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows :  jMary 
A.  wedded  R.  Marsh  and  died  at  about  the 
age  of  fifty  years;  Lydia  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Space,  of  Tompkins  county.  New 
York;  John  T.,  a  successful  farmer  of  Osco 
township,  this  county,  died  at  the  age  of 
forty  years,  and  his  widow  subsequently 
married  Robert  Fleming,  of  Cambridge; 
Harriet,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Frank 
Tuttle,  of  Beloit,  Wisconsin;  Caroline  died 
unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years; 
Nancy  J.  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-four; Delphine  married  Henry  Lormore, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  forty-one;  Adaline 
married  George  Lormore,  a  brother  of 
Henry,  and  died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-seven;  and  Emily,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years. 

Mr.  West  was  reared  on  ;;  farm  at  Dry- 
den,  New  York,  and  after  completing  lii» 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  local- 
ity, he  followed  farming  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  At  Cortland,  New  York,  he 
boarded  a  train — the  first  on  which  he  ever 
rode — and  went  to  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  and 
from  that  city  came  to  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, riding  across  the  country  on  an  un- 
broken colt  and  arriving  here  in  the  spring 
of  1855,  at  which  time  there  was  only  one 
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house  between  Geneseo  and  Cambridge,  a 
distance  of  tweh-e  miles,  it  l)eing  the  prop- 
erty of  Job  Price.  W'itii  his  colt  and  ox 
teams,  ^h.  West  assisted  liis  lirother,  John 
T.,  in  breaking  prairie  and  improving  the 
latter's  farm,  being  thus  employed  for  a 
3-ear.  He  then  went  to  Iowa,  where  he 
spent  the  cold  winter  of  1856,  when  the  ther- 
mometer for  forty  degrees  below  zero  much 
of  the  time,  and  the  crust  on  the  snow  was  so 
thick  that  he  could  ride  over  fences  indis- 
criminately. He  was  engaged  in  buying 
furs  and  deer  skin,  which  he  sold  for  a  good 
profit  in  Galesburg  the  following  spring. 
Mr.  West  was  next  employed  as  collector 
for  G.  W.  Brown,  and  later  engaged  in  the 
fruit  tree  business  until  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  buying 
horses  and  delivering  them  to  the  United 
States  authorities  at  Galesburg.  In  the 
meantime  he  purchased  and  improved  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Munson  township,  this  coun- 
ty, though  he  made  his  home  in  Cialesburg 
during  the  war,  and  for  nearly  two  years  was 
engaged  in  the  crockery  and  stoneware  busi- 
ness in  Chicago,  under  the  firm  name  of 
West  &  Tomlinson,  being  burned  out  at  the 
end  of  that  time.  Since  then  he  has  carried 
on  farming  and  stock  raising  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  has  owned  some  fine  blooded  cattle 
and  also  a  good  grade  of  horses  and  hogs. 
Success  has  attended  his  well-directed  efforts 
and  he  and  his  wife  now  ha\e  a  \\e\\  im- 
proved and  valuable  farm  of  o\-er  four  hun- 
dred acres.  The  Hennepin  canal  crosses 
this  property  and  cuts  off  about  eighteen 
acres.  ;\Ir.  West  still  operates  his  farm 
with  the  aid  of  a  tenant.  In  1890  he  pur- 
chased and  brought  to  this  county  six  thou- 
sand sheep  from  Montana,  and  in  1897 
three  hundred  head  of  cattle  from  Colorado. 
He  has   found   stock    raising    and     feeding 


quite  profitable,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the 
most  substantial  men  of  his  community. 

In  politics  Mr.  ^^'est  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, and  takes  a  commendable  interest  iu 
public  matters,  especially  educational  affairs, 
which  he  has  done  much  to  promote.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  that  had 
in  charg^e  the  erection  of  the  second  brick 
public  school  building  in  Henry  county  ( ?j. 
Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  ^la- 
sonic  order,  and  religiously  both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  active  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
which  she  has  been  a  meml:)er  of  the  choir 
for  over  forty-two  }-ears. 

It  was  on  the  C)th  of  June,  1865,  in  Henry 
county,  that  j\lr.  West  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  JNIiss  Mary  Amelia  Allan,  and  by  this 
union  were  born  thiree  children,  namely ; 
( I  )  James  Allan,  a  resident  of  Rock  Island 
and  postal  clerk  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  Railroad  between  that  city  and 
Chicago,  marrietl  Fa_\-  Cinnamon,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1 89 1,  and  they  have  two  children,  Allan 
C.  and  Harold  T.  {2)  (jeorge  G.  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Northwestern  Normal  School, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  near  Gene- 
seo. (J)  John  Edward  is  a  graduate  of  the 
same  institution  and  also  of  the  dental  de- 
partment of  the  Northnestern  University,, 
and  is  now  engaged  m  the  practice  of  dental 
surgery  at  Cieneset).  He  married  INIinerva 
E.  Benedict,  in  January,  1897,  and  they  ha\e 
one  child.  Stewart  Benedict. 

James  M.  Allan,  Mrs.  West's  father, 
was  born  in  Sumner  county,  Tennessee,  No- 
vember 23,  1814,  a  .son  of  John  and  Nancv 
(Hodge)  Allan,  and  grandson  of  Joseph 
and  Euphemia  (Agnew)  Hodge.  During 
the  Revolutionary  war  Joseph  Hodge,  a  na- 
tive of  North  Carolina,  captured  a  Tory, 
who  had   wounded   him  mo-^l   severelv  witli 
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a  raiiinHl.  In  1836  James  ^l.  Allan  came 
to  Henry  county.  Illinois,  and  became  prom^ 
inently  identified  with  public  affairs  here. 
He  spent  the  winter  of  1836-7  at  Vandalia, 
where  the  legislature  was  then  in  session, 
and  succeeded  in  getting  Henry  county  set 
apart  from  Knox.  He  ser\ed  as  the  first 
county  and  circuit  clerk,,  and  also  filled  ihe 
office  of  county  judge.  !n  1850  he  was 
elected  to  the  state  legislature  and  succeeded 
in  getting  a  charter  for  what  is  now  the  Chi- 
cago, Rock  Island  and  Pacific  railroad. 
Strange  as  it  may  seem  it  was  a  difficult  mat- 
ter to  obtain  the  support  of  the  governor  and 
many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  state,  wno 
were  much  afraid  that  a  railroad  constructed 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  can;d  woulil  prove  det- 
rimental to  the  best  interests  of  the  state. 
Mr.  Allan  also  held  the  office  of  provost 
n:arshal  during  a  part  of  the  Civil  war.  In 
his  journal  he  wrote:  "One  of  the  hardest 
jobs  I  have  undertaken  with  others  is  the 
construction  of  the  Hennepin  canal.  I  have 
now  been  twenty  years  actively  working 
to  secure  this  important  improvement.  I 
think  the  Hennepin  canal  will  come  soon. 
I  have  spent  much  time  and  money  in  its 
behalf.  I  spent  winters  in  Springfield  en- 
deavoring to  get  tlie  legislature  to  pass  laws 
for  its  construction.  The  result  of  such 
effort  was  the  beginning  of  the  improvement 
of  the  Illinois  river  and  the  passage  of  the 
law  to  cede  to  the  general  government  the 
Illiniiis  &  Michigan  canal.  Its  enlarge- 
ment and  the  improvement  of  the  Illinois 
river,  with  the  Hennepin  canal  completed, 
would  give  the  northwest  excellent  facilities 
for  cheap  transportation,  both  for  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  the  Great  Lakes."  Mr. 
Allan  was  in  early  life  a  member  of  and  was 
ever  in  deep  sympathy  with  the  church  and 
its  work,  and  was  highly  respected  and  es- 


teemed by  all  who  knew  him.  After  a  long 
and  useful  life  he  passed  away  December  20, 
1885.  His  father,  John  Allan,  was  a  native 
of  Hereford,  England,  was  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  who  for  the  long  period  of  thirty 
years  had  charge  of  one  church  in  Hunts- 
ville,  Alabama.  He  sent  his  sons,  James  M. 
and  William  T.,  to  college  in  the  north, 
where  they  imbibed  the  northern  spirit  of 
enterprise,  and  soon  began  to  see  the  wrong 
of  slavery.  This  was  more  than  their  rev- 
erend father  liad  bargained  for  in  sending 
them  to  school.  William  T.  Allan  was 
licensed  to  preach,  and  for  many  years  lec- 
tured on  the  wrongs  of  shwery,  being  a  con- 
temporary worker  and  in  sympath}-  with  the 
anti-slavery  \-iews  as  promulgated  Ijy  Owen 
Lovejoy. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1839,  James  M. 
.-Mian  married  Miss  Susannah  D,  Stewart, 
who  was  Ixjrn  in  New  York,  January  28, 
1820.  Their  wedding,  was  the  first  per- 
formed in  Henry  county,  ar.fl  she  had  the 
iionor  of  teaching  the  first  school  within  its 
borders.  She  was  a  life-long  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  and  one  of  its 
most  zealous  workers.  Her  death  occurred 
June  8,  1889.  Five  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allan,  as  follows:  Sarah  A. 
resides  in  Geneseo.  She  taught  under  the 
A.  M.  A.  in  the  south  for  several  years. 
Mary  Amelia,  wife  of  our  subject:  Clara  F., 
wife  of  William  Harrington;  Emily  I.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and  Anna  L., 
wife  of  Frank  Williams,  of  Geneseo. 

:Mrs.  Allan  was  a  daughter  of  Roderick 
R.  Stewart,  who,  in  1836,  was  one  of  the 
first  three  to  locate  in  what  is  now  Geneseo, 
the  others  being  Messrs.  Bartlett  and  Cone. 
His  grandfather,  Elisha  Stewart,  aided  the 
colonies  in  their  struggle  for  independence, 
which  makes  Mrs.  West  and  her  descendants 
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sons  and  daughters  of  the  RevoUitioii.  In 
1812,  Roderick  R.  Stewart  married  Clar- 
issa Dresser,  a  native  of  ^Massachusetts,  who 
served  lier  country  during  the  war  of  181 2 
by  devoting  her  spare  time  to  molding  bul- 
lets for  the  army.  She  furnished  a  full 
choir  fur  the  church  from  her  own  family, 
and  was  called  the  mother  of  "the  Geneseo 
colony."  She  died  in  1867,  at  a  ripe  old 
age.  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
her.  Roderick  R.  Stewart  organized  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Geneseo,  which  bears  his 
name. 


ja:\ies  ra:\isey. 

James  Ramsey,  deceased,  was  fi  ir  many 
years  prominently  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Geneseo,  and  was  one  of  its 
most  highly  esteemed  citizens.  A  native  of 
Is'ew  Hampshire,  he  was  born  in  Marlow  on 
the  29th  of  June,  1812.  and  remained  at  the 
place  of  his  birth  until  seventeen  j-ears  of 
age.  His  parents,  James  and  Xancy  (Tin- 
neyj  Ramsey,  were  life-long  residents  of 
Marlow,  where  both  died  at  an  advanced  age. 

On  leaving  home  Air.  Ramsey  went  to 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  some  years,  and  first  embarked  in 
business  on  his  own  accnunt  at  Xewton,  Alas- 
sachusetts,  where  he  conducted  a  grocery 
store  for  several  years.  On  disposing  of  his 
business  there  he  returned  to  New  Hamp- 
shire and  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile 
business  at  Alstead,  where  he  remained  until 
1866.  He  then  went  to  Nashua,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  until 
coming  west  in  1870.  Locating  in  Geneseo, 
Illinois,  he  purchased  a  grocery  store,  which 
he  and  his  eldest  son,  Allen,  conducted  until 
a  few  vears  before  his  death,  when  he  re- 


tired from  active  business  and  spent  his  re- 
maining days  in  ease  and  quiet  at  his  pleas- 
ant home  on  Oakwooil  avenue,  which  he 
built  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Geneseo. 
Here  he  was  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
which  usually  attend  a  well  spent  life  of  in- 
dustry. His  son  continued  the  business  until 
1896,  when  he  sold  out. 

JNIr.  Ramsey  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Aliss  Sarah  Jane  Hopkins,  of 
Nashua.  New  Hampshire,  who  died  in  Al- 
stead. that  state,  leaving  three  children, 
namely :  ( i )  Allen,  who  was  his  father's 
partner  in  the  grocery  business,  married 
Ellen  Brady,  who  died  leaving  one  child, 
Erank.  Allen  died  in  Chestervillle,  Texas, 
October  24,  1900.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  the  Eighteenth  New  Hampshire 
\'olunteer  Infantry,  and  after  serving  some 
time  was  taken  ill  and  sent  home.  In  the 
spring  of  the  following  year,  however,  he 
re-enlisted,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  (2)  Emily  J.  is  the 
wife  of  Nathan  Smith,  now  probate  judge  at 
Sabetha,  Kansas,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Daisy,  Edith  and  Blanche.  (3)  John 
E.,  who  died  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  about 
twelve  years  ago,  ser\-ed  for  some  years  in 
the  United  States  nav}-,  and  was  cpiarter- 
master  on  the  L'.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  for  a  time. 

On  the  8th  of  September.  1863,  at  Heb- 
ron, New  York.  Mr.  Ramsey  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Laura 
J.  ^^'ilson,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Phoebe 
(Temple)  \\'ilson.  Isaac  Wilson  was  a  son 
of  James  \\'ilson.  of  Hebron,  New  York, 
who  served  as  a  major  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  father  was  a  native  of  that  place, 
and  about  1868  came  to  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, purchasing  a  farm  in  Iidford  town- 
ship, where  he  contiiuied  to  make  his  lumie 
until  a  short  time  before  his  <leath.   which 
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occurred  at  the  residence  of  his  daugliter. 
Mrs.  Ramsey,  March  10,  1875,  when  he  was 
eighty-one  years  of  age.  His  wife  passed 
away  a  week  previous,  at  the  age  of  eiglity 
years.  By  iiis  second  marriage  Mr.  Ramsey 
had  two  children:  (l)  Eugene  \\'.,  1)orn  in 
Alstead,  New  Hampshire,  April  16,  1865 — 
the  day  President  Lincohi  was  assassinated 
— and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Geneseo  and  Wood  Business  College  at 
Davenport,  Iowa.  He  is  a  painter  by  trade. 
On  the  13th  of  September,  1899,  at  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana,  he  married  Annie  Kile,  a 
daughter  of  John  W.  Kile,  a  farmer  of  La- 
pel, Indiana,  and  they  have  one  child,  Har- 
old, born  in  Geneseo  June  5,  1900.  (2) 
Gertrude  P.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Harry  Brown- 
ing, of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  they  have  one 
•child,  Floy  L. 

While  a  resident  of  Alstead,  New  Hamp- 
shire, before  his  removal  to  Nashua,  Mr. 
Ramsey  served  as  representative  to  the  state 
legislature  on  two  different  occasions,  and 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years  at  that  place.  Religiously  he 
was  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  a  regular  attendant 
upon  its  services.  He  was  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  his  fellow  citizens  on  account  of  his 
upright  dealings  and  Christian  charity,  and 
in  his  death,  which  occurred  April  17,  1894, 
the  city  lost  a  prominent  and  valued  citizen ; 
his  family  a  devoted  husband  and  father. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  Oakwood  cem- 
etery. 


LOWRY  BROTHERS. 

This  enterprising  firm  of  liverymen  of 
•Geneseo,  Illinois,  is. composed  of  Andrew 
P.  and  Thomas  M.  Lowry,  both  natives  of 
Indiana  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  sons  of 


William  C.  and  ^lary  J.  (Duncan)  Lowry, 
who  were  also  born  in  that  state  and  are  still 
living  on  the  farm  in  Indiana  county  where 
the  birth  of  our  subject  occurred.  The  fa- 
ther is  now  about  seventy-five  years  of  age, 
while  his  wife  is  sixty-five.  Throughotit 
his  active  business  life  he  has  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  old  home- 
stead upon  which  he  lives  is  composed  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  rich  and  val- 
uable land.  For  several  terms  he  has  effi- 
ciently served  as  supervisor  of  his  township, 
and  has  held  other  minor  otfices.  During 
tlie  Civil  war  he  joined  a  Pennsylvania  reg- 
iment and  served  for  about  a  year,  being 
honorably  discharged  when  hostilities 
ceased.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  faith- 
ful and  consistent  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Her  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Jane  (Machesney)  Duncan.  Her  fa- 
ther was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state 
and  a  tanner  by  trade,  which  occupation  he 
followed  until  his  death.  He  died  about 
thirty-five  years  ago,  but  his  widow  is  still 
living  and  makes  her  home  in  Marion,  Indi- 
ana county,  Pennsylvania. 

William  C.  and  Mary  J.  (^ Duncan) 
Lowry  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  all 
born  in  Indiana  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
all  still  living,  namely:  Sadie  J.,  at  home; 
Andrew  P.  and  Thomas  M.,  of  this  review; 
Olive  B.  resides  with  parents  in  Pennsyl- 
\ania;  Harry  L.  resides  in  Indiana  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Settie  resides  at  home. 

Andrew  P.  Lowry  was  born  September 
30,  1858,  and  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  receiving  his 
literary  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  township  in  which  he  lived.  In  1879 
he  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Annawan 
township,  Henry  county,  where  he  engaged 
in   f;irming  for   seven  years,   and  then  re- 
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moved  to  tlie  city  of  Geneseo.  and  emlxirked 
in  his  present  business  with  his  brother 
Thomas  M.  They  conduct  a  general  liver}' 
and  feed  stable,  and  enjoy  a  liberal  patron- 
age. They  are  energetic  and  progressive 
business  men.  and  have  met  with  well-mer- 
ited success  in  their  undertakings.  On  the 
24th  of  May,  1892,  Andrew  P.  Lowry  was 
united  in  marriage  in  Geneseo  with  Mrs. 
Elsie  AIcFadden,  a  native  of  Canada,  and 
a  daughter  of  Colon  and  Catherine  (Bowenj 
Fick.  Her  mother  is  now  deceased,  but 
her  father  is  still  living  at  Annawan,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons 
and  also  operates  a  feed  mill. 

Thomas  M.  Lowry  was  Ixirn  on  tiie  nth 
of  August,  i860,  and  was  a  young  man  of 
twenty  years  when  he  left  the  parental  roof 
and  came  to  this  state,  being  engaged  in 
farming  in  Annawan  township,  Henry  coun- 
ty, for  about  three  years.  He  then  came  to 
Geneseo  and  established  himself  in  the 
livery  business  with  his  brother  as  previous- 
ly stated.  He  is  a  member  of  Geneseo  Lodge, 
Xo.  172.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  also  connected 
with  tlie  Mystic  Workers  of  the  World, 
while  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  was  married  in  Rock 
Island,  Illinois,  September  8,  1887,  to  Miss 
Celia  Fick,  a  sister  of  his  brother's  wife,  and 
by  this  union  were  born  three  children : 
Charles  William,  who  was  born  in  Geneseo 
and  is  now  twehe  years  of  age;  Oral  ]\Iary, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  place  and  is  now 
four  years  did;  and  Bessie,  who  was  a  twin 
of  Oral  M.  and  died  in  infancv. 


AAROX  PALMER. 

For  about  forty-five  years  the  sul^ject  of 
this  sketch  has  ]^en  a  resident  of  Kewanee, 
his  home  at  present  being  at  Xo.  210  West 


Sixth  street,  and  during  all  this  time  he  has 
been  actively  identified  with  its  business  in- 
ests.  He  is  now  engaged  in  draying  and  gen- 
eral teaming  and  controls  the  greater  part  of 
that  business  done  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  born  in  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  X'ovember  20,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of 
Xorris  and  Lucy  (Emerson)  Palmer,  natives 
of  New  York  and  Ohio,  respectively.  The 
father  became  a  well  known  farmer  of  the 
Buckeye  state,  where  he  died  at  about  the  age 
of  forty  years.  The  Palmer  family  is  quite 
prominent  in  Concord  and  ^lentor,  Ohio,  and 
each  year  its  members  hold  a  reunion  either 
at  Concord  or  Painesville.  For  her  second 
husband  the  UKjther  of  our  subject  married 
Alexander  Livingston,  and  by  that  union 
had  four  children,  while  by  the  former  mar- 
riage she  hatl  five.  She  was  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  died  in 
that  faith  when  less  than  forty  years  of  age. 
Of  the  children  born  of  the  first  union  only 
our  subject  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Stone, 
of  Omaha,  now  survive.  Those  deceased  are 
Gro\e  X.,  Isaac  Gideon  and  George,  tlie  last 
named  having  died  young,  while  the  others 
grew  to  manhood. 

Aaron  Palmer  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ohio  and  Illinois,  having  come  to 
this  state  with  his  step- father  in  1849.  ^•'"J- 
located  on  a  farm  in  Wethersfield  township, 
Henry  county.  For  a  time  he  and  his  broth- 
er. Grove  Xorris,  conducted  a  general  store 
in  the  village  of  Wethersfield,  and  later  were 
engaged  in  running  a  threshing  machine  and 
separator  for  eight  seasons  threshing  much 
of  the  wheat  raised  in  their  section  of  the 
county.  They  at  first  used  an  old  l'']gin 
thresher,  and  later  a  J.  I.  Case  sei)arator, 
manufactured  at  Racine,  Wisconsin.  On  ilis- 
continuing  that  business  Mr.  Palmer  en- 
gaged  in   raising  and   selling    hedges    and 
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fruit  trees.  Since  tiien  he  has  (le\i>ted  liis 
time  and  energies  to  his  present  business, 
and  in  connection  with  general  teaming  and 
draying  has  also  run  a  hack,  and  engaged  in 
funeral  work,  keeping  four  teams  constantly 
busy. 

On  Christmas  day,  1856,  at  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  parsonage  on  West  Fifth 
street — then  considered  the  finest  residence 
in  Kewanee — was  celebrated  tlie  marriage  of 
Mr.  Palmer  and  Miss  Prudence  Tunnicliff, 
a  native  of  Defbyshire,  England,  wht)  came 
to  America  with  her  parents,  Edward  and 
Sarah  Tunnicliff,  and  first  located  in  Zanes- 
ville.  Ohio.  In  1855  the  family  came  to  Ke- 
wanee. where  the  father  is  now  living  re- 
tired at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  He  was  a 
manufacturer  of  brown  and  yellow  i>ottery 
ware,  his  family  in  England  being  potters. 
Mrs.  Palmer  is  the  eldest  of  his  thirteen 
children,  the  others  being  George,  now  dep- 
uty poor  master  in  Kewanee,  who  took  his 
brother  William's  place  in  the  Civil  war  and 
served  three  years;  William  C,  who  enlisted 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  and  died  at  Tip- 
ton. Missouri,  after  having  served  five 
months;  Joseph  S.,  who  was  also  one  of  the 
boys  in  blue  and  is  now  living  in  Bingham, 
Iowa;  John,  a  resident  of  Moline,  Illinois; 
Edward  M.,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  a 
ranchman  of  Burwell,  Nebraska;  Mary, 
widow  of  Danel  Holt,  and  a  resident  of  Ke- 
wanee; Anna,  wife  of  J.  S.  Minor,  who  is 
connected  with  the  shoe  department  of  Lay 
&  Lyman's  store  in  Kewanee;  and  five  chil- 
dren, deceased. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  have  been 
born  ten  children,  as  follows :  Lucy  E..  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months;  Sarah, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  months  and  six- 


teen days:  Addie  M.,  wife  of  Bert  Roul- 
ston,  of  Bingham.  Iowa;  William  C.  who 
is  mentioned  below;  Ernest  E..  at  hi)me; 
Xora  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
months:  \\alter  .\.,  a  physician  of  Redwood, 
Minnesota,  wlm  married  Alice  Bonny,  of 
Chicago,  and  has  two  sons,  Walter  L.  and 
Donald;  Bessie  M..  wife  of  G.  C.  Stratton, 
head  clerk  in  Hoffman's  store  of  Kewanee,. 
by  wliom  she  has  three  children,  Frank  P., 
and  and  Prudence  F.,  twins,  and  Geneveive; 
Grove  (j..  wIki  is  his  father's  assistant  in 
business:  and  I'rank  X.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years. 

Mr.  Palmer,  his  wife  and  family  hold 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  where  he  sang  in  the  choir  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  has  also  served  as  class 
leader  and  leader  in  the  young  people's  meet- 
ing. Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor  and  served  as  its  secretary 
and  treasurer  for  many  years.  Since  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont he  has  been  an  ardent  Republican,  and. 
for  one  year  he  filled  the  ofifice  of  tax  col- 
lector of  Kewanee.  He  is  one  of  the  worthy 
citizens  of  that  place  and  is  a  man  highly 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him. 

William  C.  Palmer,  son  of  our  subject,, 
was  born  on  the  29th  of  October,  1863,  in 
Kewanee,  and  was  etlucated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city  and  at  a  business  college 
in  Quincy,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1892. 
Prior  to  taking  the  commercial  course,  he 
had  clerked  in  a  grocery  store  for  five  years, 
and  for  ten  years  was  similarly  employed  by 
the  firm  of  Lay  &  Ljiiian,  of  Kewanee.  He 
then  embarked  in  the  furniture  and  under- 
taking business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Roadstrand  &  Palmer, 
but  fifteen  months  later  Mr.  Roadstrand  sold 
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his  interest  to  Mr.  Good,  and  the  name  was 
changed  to  Palmer  &  Gootl.  In  February. 
1900,  Mr.  Good  took  the  furniture  depart- 
ment, while  Mr.  Pahiier  kept  the  undertak- 
ing business,  which  lie  has  since  carried  on 
witli  marked  success,  doing  the  largest  busi- 
ness in  that  line  in  the  city.  Politically  he  is 
a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  socially 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
while  religiously  he  is  officially  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
was  married,  June  25.  1890,  to  Miss  Rena 
2\Iurchison,  by  whom  he  has  two  children, 
\\'illie  M.  and  Merwyn.  ^Irs.  Palmer  was 
born  in  Illinois,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Alexander  and  Maggie  ]\Iurcliison,  who 
were  natix'es  of  Scotland  and  Pennsyh-ania. 
respectively,  and  are  now  residents  of  ^^'eth- 
ersheld   townshii'),   this  countv. 


.MARTI  X  ROOS. 

]\Iartin  Roos  comes  from  the  Fatherland, 
and  the  strongest  and  most  creditable  char- 
acteristics of  the  Teutonic  race  have  been 
marked  elements  in  his  life  and  have  enabled 
him  to  win  success  in  the  face  of  opposing  cir- 
cumstances. He  possesses  the  energy  and 
determination  which  mark  the  people  of 
Germany,  and  by  the  exercise  of  his  powers 
he  has  steadily  progressed,  and  has  not  only 
v.'on  a  handsome  competence,  but  has  com- 
manded universal  respect  by  his  straight- 
forward business  methods.  He  is  now  liv- 
ing a  retiretl  life  in  (k'neseo. 

Mr.  Roos  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt. 
Germany,  September  jj.  iSt6.  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Margarettc  (  llinkel  )  Roos,  w  ho 
5i)cnt  their  entire  lives  in  that  country.     The 


father,  who  was  a  prosperous  and  progress- 
ive man,  as  well  as  an  honorable  and  upright 
citizen  of  his  community,  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-two  years,  when  our  subject  was  only 
two  years  old.  The  mother  survived  him, 
and  was  sixty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  death. 

In  their  family  of  six  children  our  sub- 
ject is  the  youngest  and  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. Of  the  others,  Henry,  horn  in  1800, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1852,  arrd  lo- 
cated in  Loraine  township,  Henry  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  until 
his  death,  in  1872.  He  left  a  widow  and 
six  children.  Jacob,  born  April  10,  1803, 
spent  his  life  as  a'farmer  in  Germany,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  mar- 
ried and  had  one  child.  Philip,  born  De- 
cember 5,  1805,  came  to  America  in  1853, 
and  died  about  twenty  years  ago,  leaving  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
Loraine  township,  this  count}',  wdiich  is  now 
operated  by  his  son  Jacob.  Edward  P.  died 
i.i  Germany  in  the  fall  of  1839,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years. 

Martin  Roos  grew  to  manhood  upon  a 
farm  in  his  native  land,  and  received  a  good 
common  school  education.  In  1840  he  sailed 
for  the  new  world,  and  after  a  voyage  of  thir- 
t)-two  days  the  vessel  cast  anchor  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  York,  on  the  3d  of  June.  On 
landing  onv  subject  found  that  he  had  only 
five  dollars  with  which  to  begin  life  in  a 
strange  land,  but  he  was  willing  to  work 
and  possessed  the  determination  to  succeed, 
which  have  been  important  elements  in  his 
career.  I"or  a  year  he  was  emjiloyed  as  a 
farm  hand  in  Penns}-l\-ania  for  six  dollars 
per  month,  and  then  went  to  Delaware,  where 
he  obtained  work  at  double  the  salary.  A 
\-car    later    he    returned    to    Pennsvhania, 
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A\here  lie  made  liis  Iioine  until  going  to  Chi- 
cago in  1843.  Failing  to  find  a  situation  in 
that  city,  he  went  into  the  country,  where  he 
worked  two  years  in  a  grist  and  saw  mill, 
and  also  hauled  flour  into  the  city,  a  distance 
of  forty  miles. 

In  the  spring  of  1845  Mr.  Roos  came  to 
Henry  county,  and  took  up  eighty  acres  of 
government  land  on  sections  8  and  17,  Lo- 
raine  township,  on  which  he  erected  a  log 
house.  He  at  once  commenced  to  break  and 
improve  his  land,  and  added  to  his  original 
purchase  until  he  had  over  four  hundred 
acres  of  land,  on  which  he  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  raising 
for  forty  years,  but  since  1885  has  lived  a 
retired  life  in  Geneseo,  having  a  comforta- 
ble home  on  Russell  avenue.  He  still  owns 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  his  farm,  and 
from  it  derives  a  good  income. 

In  1845,  i"  Loraine  township,  Mr.  Roos 
was  married  to  Miss  Magdalena  Lehmann, 
a  native  of  Alsace,  Germany,  who  died  De- 
cember 7,  1855,  and  was  buried  in  Loraine 
township.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  a 
kmd  and  loving  mother.  By  that  union 
there  were  five  children,  all  born  in  Loraine 
township,  namely  :  ( i )  Martin  J.  enlisted  at 
the  last  call  for  troops  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  served  until  hostilities  ceased.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  merchandising  and  farming 
in  Bon  Homme  county.  South  Dakota.  He 
married  Tillie  Voigt,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Mary,  Eddie,  Rebecca  and  Blanche. 
(2)  Philip,  a  farmer  of  Whiteside  county, 
Illinois,  married  Eveline  Sand,  and  they  have 
four  children,  Lydia,  Leonard,  Wesley  and 
Howard.  (3)  Ann  Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Arnett,  a  farmer  of  Portland  town- 
ship, Whiteside  county,  and  they  have  eight 
children,  Clara,  Stacey,  Roy,  Ida,  Aggie, 
Winnie,  Maude  and  Harley.      (4)   Rebecca 


is  the  wife  of  Lavinus  Heller,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Atkinson  township  for 
many  years,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  Geneseo,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Albert,  Frank.  Clara  and  Inez.  (5)  Sa- 
Icjuie  is  the  wife  of  Julius  Lemuel,  who  is 
employed  in  a  factory  in  Kewanee,  and  they 
liave  four  children,  Frank,  Grace,  Edward 
and  Alary. 

On  the  6th  of  ]March,  1856,  Mr.  Roos 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eva  Bar- 
bara Knapper,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: (i)  ^^■illiam,  a  resident  of  Buffalo 
county,  Nebraska,  married  Sarah  E.  Lodge, 
and  they  have  four  children,  Edward  ^L, 
Blanche,  Jennie  and  Frank.  He  owns  zn<\ 
operates  a  farm  of  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres.  (2)  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Solonion  J. 
Heller,  a  farmer  of  Loraine  township,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  th;s  \'ol- 
ume,  and  they  have  four  children,  Daniel, 
Nettie,  Ralph  and  Harold.  (3)  Christm.i 
is  the  wife  of  John  Butzer,  a  merchant  anti 
grain  dealer  of  Hillsdale,  Rock  Island  coui;- 
tv,  Illinois,  and  their  children  are  Ada,  Clar- 
ence, Glenn,  Frank,  Birdie,  Vernie,  Goldie 
and  Martin  J.  (4)  David  was  shot  and 
killed  by  a  tramp  while  in  the  exercise  of 
his  duty  as  city  marshal  of  Tindall,  Bun 
Homme  county.  South  Dakota,  and  left  a 
widow  and  three  children,  Harry,  Clara  ^.i. 
and  David.  (^5)  George  F.,  a  farmer  of 
Marshall,  Minnesota,  is  married  and  has  one 
child,  Cecil.  (6)  Wesley  died  in  infancy,  {j ) 
Samuel  W.,  a  resident  of  Luverne,  Minne- 
sota, married  Rachael  Cripp.  (8)  Henri- 
etta J*I.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Grant  Hum- 
phreys, a  farmer  of  Annawan  township,  this 
county,  and  they  have  four  children,  Cecil, 
Fay,  Ada  Verne  and  Eva  M.  (9)  Lydia 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Otis  Hannah,  a  painter 
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and  paper  Iianger  of  Geneseo,  and  tliey  have 
three  children,  Lester  O.,  Gladys  and  Jessie 
M.  (lo)  Benjamin  H.,  a  barlier  of  Gene- 
seo, married  Lillie  Drain,  and  has  one  chdd, 
Cassie  J.  (Ii)  Marcella  E.  B.  is  the  wife 
of  W.  M.  Baker,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and 
they  liave  one  child,  Wilbur. 

Mr.  Roos  is  a  prominent  and  influential 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
of  Geneseo.  to  which  he  is  a  liberal  contrib- 
utor, and  in  which  he  has  served  both  as 
treasurer  and  deacon,  filling  the  latter  oflice 
for  over  thirty  years.  He  also  officiated  as 
steward  and  e.xhorter  for  many  years,  and 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  all  church  work. 
His  fellow  citizens  recognizing  his  worth  and 
ability,  have  called  upon  him  to  fill  public 
■offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and  he  has  most 
capably  served  as  school  trustee  and  road 
commissioner,  serving  three  terms  in  the  lat- 
ter office.  j-Ie  has  voted  the  Republican 
ticket  ever  since  the  party  was  organized. 


LEONARD  SIEBEX. 

Through  many  years  of  acti\-e  labor, 
mainlv  devoted  to  stock  raising  and  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  Leonard  Sieben  acquireil  a 
comfortable  competence  which  now  enables 
him  to  lav  aside  all  business  cares  in  ease 
and  retirement  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Gen- 
eseo. .\.  native  of  Germany,  he  was  lx)rn  on 
the  T5th  of  February,  1844,  in  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt, of  which  province  his  parents.  Joseph 
and  Aboline  Sieben,  were  also  natives.  In 
1852  the  family  emigrated  to  the  new 
world,  thirty-five  days  being  s])ent  on  the 
\\atcr.  The  mother  was  taken  ill  during  the 
long  voyage,  and  died  in  Chicago  at  the  age 
of  forty-five  years,  the  family  having  re- 
mained in  tliat    citv  during    the  winter  of 


1852-53.  The  following  spring  they  moved 
to  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  where  the 
father  worked  at  anything  which  he  could 
find  to  do  in  order  to  support  his  large  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two 
slaughters.  In  1857  he  married  again,  his 
second  wife  being  a  Miss  Fisk,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child.  He  died  in  \Miiteside  county, 
January  i,  1859,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years.  In  religimis  belief  hte  parents  of  our 
subect  were  Catholics.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  John,  a  resident  of  Lorain 
township,  this  county;  Teresa,  wife  of 
Henry  H.  Hammann,  of  Osco  township; 
Valentine,  who  was  instantly  killed  by  a 
horse  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  forty-four 
years;  Margaret,  wife  of  George  Arnett,  of 
Geneseo;  Leonard,  of  this  review;  and 
Henry  and  Jacob,  both  of  Montana. 

By  the  death  of  his  father,  Leonard  Sie- 
ben was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at 
the  tender  age  of  thirteen.years,  and  has  since 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world  unaided.  For 
a  short  time  he  was  employed  by  neighbor- 
ing farmers,  but  in  1864  went  west  to  that 
part  of  Idaho  which  has  since  become  ]Mon- 
lana.  In  company  with  three  others  he 
crcised  the  plains,  and  after  traveling  three 
n^onths  and  seven  days  landed  in  \'irginia 
City,  where  he  was  first  employed  as  team- 
ster and  continued  to  follow  that  occupation 
until  the  spring  of  1866,  when  he  Ixiught  a 
team  and  engaged  in  freighting  between 
Fort  Benton  and  Virginia  City  to  Helena 
and  other  towns  in  the  interior,  which  were 
then  the  sites  of  mining  camps.  To  that 
business  he  devoted  his  attention  until  the 
spring  of  1870,  when  he  went  to  Utah  and 
bought  a  herd  of  young  cattle  which  he  drove 
to  Montana  to  sell,  being  engaged  in  that  en- 
terprise for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  located  on  a  stock  ranch  in  Meagher, 
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now  Cascade  county,  Montana,  and  made 
his  home  there  until  the  fall  of  1879.  Sell- 
ing his  interests  in  the  west,  he  returned  to 
Illinois,  in  January,  1880,  and  purchased  a 
farm  on  section  28,  Phenix  township,  Henry 
county,  where  he  successfully  followed  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  for  several  years,  but  is 
now  living  a  retired  life  in  Geneseo.  He 
still  owns  a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty-one  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land  in 
Cornwall  township,  this  county,  which  he 
rents,  and  also  has  twenty  and  a  half  acres  of 
timber  land  in  Phenix  township.  In  addition 
he  also  has  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
improved  land  in  the  same  townsliip  which 
v.as  the  old  homestead. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1878,  Mr.  Sieben 
married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hines.  a  native  of  Illi- 
nois. Her  father,  Henry  Hines,  was  born 
in  Germany,  February  19,  18 19,  but  was  only 
three  years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents 
to  America,  the  voyage  being  made  in  a  sail- 
ing vessel  and  lasting  many  weeks.  The 
family  landed  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and 
proceeded  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where 
Mr.  Hines  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
Miss  Susan  Henney,  a  native  of  that  county, 
and  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Christina 
(Strayer)  Henney,  who  were  both  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Henney  died  in  1873,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three  and  a  half  years,  his 
wife  in  1870  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  In 
1850  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hines  removed  from  the 
Buckeye  state  to  Illinois,  and  took  up  their 
residence  in  Phenix  township,  this  county, 
Avhere  he  followed  farming  throughout  his 
life,  his  death  occurring  March  18,  1870. 
Religiously  he  was  connected  with  the  Evan- 
gelical Association.  His  wife,  who  still 
survives  him,  is  an  honored  resident  of  Gene- 
seo, and  an  active  member  of  the  United 
Evangelical   Church  of  that  place.     She  is 


now  seventy-five  years  of  age.  To  this 
worthy  couple  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren:  John  H.,  a  farmer  of  Kansas;  Lucy 
A.,  wife  of  George  'W.  Rowe,  a  retired 
farmer  of  Geneseo;  Christina  S.,  wife  of 
Aaron  Rapp,  of  Geneseo:  Mary  E.,  wife  of 
Abner  Offerley,  of  Edwards  county.  Kan- 
sas; Sarah,  wife  of  our  subject;  Hattie  A., 
wife  of  John  Goembel,  of  Geneseo;  Peter 
H.,  a  resident  of  Geneva,  Nebraska;  and 
Frederick  A.,  a  farmer  of  Phenix  township. 
Besides  their  own  children  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hines  reared  Emma  Weeks,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  W.  Young,  of  Geneseo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sieben  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  namely :  Olive  S.  has  success- 
fully taught  school  for  se\-eral  terms  in  this 
county,  and  is  now  a  student  at  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  she  will  graduate 
in  1903;  Sylvia  B.  is  also  a  student  at  Ober- 
lin College  and  is  giving  special  attention  to 
music,  in  which  she  takes  great  delight  and  in 
which  she  is  quite  proficient:  Ira  L.  is  at- 
tending the  Geneseo  high  school ;  Ward  H. 
is  a  pupil  in  the  eighth  grade  of  the  public 
schools  of  Geneseo;  and  Ruth  E.  is  also  at- 
tending the  public  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sieben  are  prominent  members  of  the  Evan- 
gehcal  Church  of  Geneseo,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  steward  and  trustee  for  some 
'years.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  gi\es  a  liberal  sup- 
port to  all  enterprises  which  he  believes  cal- 
culated to  advance  the  nn.iral  and  material 
welfare  of  town  and  cuuntv. 


OLIVER  W.  BROWN. 

Since  1839  this  gentleman  has  been  an 
honored  resident  of  Henry  county,  and  has 
therefore  witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth 


1 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


and  development.  As  an  agricultnrist  he 
materially  aided  in  transforming  the  \vild 
land  into  highly  cultivated  fields,  and  in 
other  ways  has  advanced  the  interests  of 
the  comity.  After  a  long  and  useful  career 
he  has  now  laid  aside  all  business  cares,  and 
IS  living  a  retired  life  in  Wethersfield. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  the  town  of 
North  Coventry.  Tolland  county,  Connecti- 
cut, <jn  the  JOth  of  June.  1820,  and  is  a  son 
of  Selah  Brown,  whose  birth  occurred  at 
the  same  place  December  11,  1783.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Josiah  Brown,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Connecticut.  There 
Selah  Brown  grew  to  manhood,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Betsy  Dunham,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  state  in  1786,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Stephen  Dunham,  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, who  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  nine- 
ty-nine years,  and  died  in  North  Coventry. 
There  the  parents  of  our  subject  spent  their 
entire  lives  as  farming  people. 

During  his  boyhood  Oliver  \\'.  Brown 
attended  the  common  schools  near  his  home 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  un- 
til eighteen  years  of  age.  On  leaving  home 
in  1838  he  came  west  with  four  families 
from  Connecticut,  and  after  eight  weeks 
silent  upon  the  road  landed  in  McDonough 
county,  Illinois.  In  the  fall  of  1839  he  came 
to  Henry  county,  where  he  worked  by  the 
day  and  month  for  a  year,  receiving  ten  dol- 
lars per  month,  in  1841  he  purchased  one 
hundred  acres  of  unbroken  prairie  land  in 
Kewanee  township,  and  at  once  commenced 
to  improve  the  same  and  place  it  under  cul- 
tivation. Subsequently  he  purchased  more 
land  and  had  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred- 
acres,  which  he  improved  in  an  excellent 
manner,  receiving  one  year  the  second  pre- 
mium offered  for  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.     He  continued   to   actively  engage 


in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1875,  when  he 
sold  his  place  and  bought  a  home  in  Wethers- 
field, where  he  still  resides.  Being  a  natural 
mechanic  he  has  worked  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  t(_i  some  extent  during  his  residence 
here,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life,  having 
laid  aside  all  business  cares.  At  one  time 
he  owned  a  well  improved  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  in  Otter  county,  Ne- 
braska, but  has  since  disposed  of  that. 

In  Henry  county,  September  6,  1846, 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Brown 
and  Miss  Elizabeth  Maria  Kent,  a  native  of 
Wyoming  county.  New  York,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Ebenezer  Kent,  who  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  the 
Empire  state.  The  Kent  famil}-  is  of  Eng- 
lish origin  and  the  first  to  come  to  America 
was  Richard  Kent,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  1634,  and  settled  in  Newbury,  Massa- 
chusetts. Ebenezer  Kent  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  Polly  Bolt,  the 
mother  of  IMrs.  Brown.  In  1844  he  came 
to  Illinois,  and  after  two  years  spent  in 
Bureau  county,  took  up  his  residence  in 
Henry  county.  He  liveil  to  be  over  ninety- 
one  years  of  age.  Of  the  ten  children  bora 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  seven  are  still  living, 
namely:  Clark  K.,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Nebraska;  George  Oliver,  who  is  also 
married  and  resides  in  that  state;  Frank  G., 
who  is  married  and  makes  his  home  in  Cali- 
fornia; Eben  S.,  also  a  resident  of  Califor- 
nia; Milton  H.,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Nebraska;  Cyrus  A.,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Kewanee;  and  ]\Iary  O.,  wife  of 
James  Van  Eman  of  Dwight,  Illinois. 
Those  of  the  family  now  deceased  were 
Charles  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months;  Laura  P.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  months;  and  Emily  M.,  the  first 
born,  who  married  Stephen  Hurd  and  died 
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in  Kewanee,  leaving  two  children  :  Elizabeth 
A.,  now  the  wife  of  Alfred  Watkinson,  of 
California,  and  Harry  yi.  of  Kewanee. 

Originally  Mr.  Brown  was  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  but  in  1856  supix^rted  John  C. 
Fremont  for  the  presidency,  and  has  since 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  though 
at  local  elections  he  often  votes  independent 
of  party  lines.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to 
the  county  conventions  of  his  part}-,  and  has 
served  as  constable,  assessor,  road  commis- 
sioner and  school  director,  discharging  his 
various  official  duties  in  a  commendable  and 
satisfactory  manner.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
remaining  old  settlers  of  the  county,  and  is 
to-day  the  oldest  voter  in  Wethersfield  town- 
ship. He  was  a  pall-bearer  at  the  first  fu- 
neral held  there.  He  well  renicnibers  when 
this  section  of  the  state  was  all  wild  and  un- 
improved, when  wolves,  deer  and  feathered 
game  were  abundant,  furnishing  many  a 
meal  for  the  early  settlers,  whose  larder 
would  otherwise  have  been  scant,  as  those 
who  had  money  were  often  unable  to  procure 
even  the  necessities  of  life  in  the  sparsely 
settled  country.  As  years  have  passed  all 
this  has  been  changed  and  although  the  wild 
game  has  disappeared  the  residents  of  Henry 
county  are  now  able  to  secure  all  the  deli- 
cacies which  the  markets  of  the  world 
afford. 


J.  E.  STACY. 


J.  E.  Stacy,  the  present  alderman  of  the 
Second  wartl  of  Kewanee,  and  a  manu- 
facturer, wholesale  and  retail  dealer  of  ci- 
gars and  tobacco,  his  place  of  business  be- 
ing at  No.  222  Second  street,  was  born  in 
Havana,  Illinois,  July  17,  1865,  a  son  of 
John  and  Ellen  (Murphy)   Stacy,  both  na- 


tives of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  The  father  died  in 
1866,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  leav- 
ing two  children,  J.  E.,  our  subject;  and 
\\'illiam  E.,  a  manufacturer  of  cigars  at 
Farmington,  Illinois.  For  her  second  hus- 
band the  mother  married  James  Ennis,  by 
whom  she  also  had  two  children:  Philip, 
deceased:  and  Christopher,  who  is  working 
for  our  subject.  Mrs.  Ennis  is  still  li\-ing 
at  the  age  of  fifty-se\-en  years,  and  is  an 
honored  resident  of  Kewanee. 

During  his  minority  J.  E.  Stacy  lived 
on  a  farm,  and  as  he  was  compelled  to  earn 
his  own  livelihood  his  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited,  though  he  attended 
the  country  schools  for  a  time.  On  start- 
ing out  in  life  for  himself  he  engaged  in 
teamir.g  in  Canton,  Illinois,  and  then  learned 
the  cigar  maker's  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
for  others  until  the  23d  of  May,  1897, 
when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  James 
Finin,  and  embarked  in  the  same  line  of 
trade  under  the  firm  name  of  Stacy  & 
Finin.  One  year  later  this  connection  was 
dissolved  by  Mr.  Stacy  purchasing  his  part- 
ner's interest  in  the  business,  which  he 
has  since  carried  on  under  the  name  of 
James  E.  Stacy.  He  manufactures  on  an 
average  about  two  hundred  thousand  ci- 
gars per  year,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  business  only  until  November  i, 
1900,  when  he  opened  a  retail  department. 
He  has  built  up  a  good  trade  in  both 
branches,  and  the  products  of  his  factory 
being  oi  a  superior  grade  find  a  ready  sale 
on    the   market. 

Mr.  Stacy  was  married,  May  27,  1896, 
to  Aliss  Alaggie  Killeen,  a  resident  of  Wy- 
oming, who  was  l->orn  in  Illinois,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  Killeen, 
natives  of  Ireland.     Both  our  subject  and 
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his  wife  are  members  of  the  CathoHc 
Church,  and  he  is  also  connected  with  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  L.  D.  of  A.  of  Kewanee,  and 
holds  a  retiring  card  of  the  Cigarmakers 
International  Union  of  America.  He  was 
president  of  the  cigar  union  of  Canton 
during  the  strike  of  March,  1897,  which 
lasted  two  years,  but  resigned  that  posi- 
tion on  his  removal  to  Kewanee.  He  has 
ben  a  member  of  the  trades  council  of 
this  city  nearly  two  years  and  secretary  of 
the  local  cigar  union  about  a  year;  antl 
in  connection  with  his  special  trad|e  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  union  circles 
lor  the  past  four  years.  As  a  Democrat 
he  also  takes  an  active  part  in  politics,  and 
on  that  ticket  was  elected  alderman  in  April, 
1900,  for  a  term  of  two  years.  For  his 
success  in  life  Mr.  Stacy  deserves  great 
credit,  as  it  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  un- 
aided efforts.  His  first  business  transac- 
tion was  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when 
he  trade  an  old  carbine  rifle,  which  was  a 
present  to  him,  for  some  tin-type  pictures 
and  seventy-five  cents  in  money.  He  has 
worked  his  way  steadily  upward  until  he 
is  now  at  the  head  of  a  good  and  constantly 
increasing  business.  In  his  career  he  has 
displayed  that  energy,  enterprise  and  de- 
termination which  marks  the  successful 
business  man. 


WILLIAM  OLIVER. 

Since  pioneer  days  William  Oliver  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
l-.aving  located  in  Stark  county  in  1838,  and 
since  1854  he  has  made  his  home  in  ilcnrv 
county.  During  his  active  business  life  he 
followed    the   occupation   of    farming    with 


marked  success,  but  is  now  living  retired 
in  ^^'ethersfield.  enjoying  a  handsome  com- 
petence which  he  has  truly  earned  and  richly 
ileser\-es. 

Mr.  01i\'er  was  liorn  in  Rossshire.  Scot- 
land, February  7.  1827.  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  ^largaret  (Fife)  Oliver,  both 
natives  of  Roxburghshire,  where  their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated.  In  1837  the  family 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  took  up  his  residence  in  Stark 
county,  Illinois,  being  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  what  is  now  Elmira  township. 
There  the  father  of  our  subject  opened  up 
and  improved  a  farm,  which  he  made  his 
home  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  having 
sur\-ived  his  wife  for  some  years. 

There  our  subject  grew  to  manhood, 
and  the  education  which  he  acquired  in  the 
pioneer  schools  was  supplemented  by  a 
course  at  Knox  College,  Galesburg.  He 
remained  at  home  until  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  April  3,  1854,  in  Stark 
county,  Miss  Elizabeth  Trumbull  becoming 
his  wife.  She  was  born  and  reared  in 
Scotland,  and  was  a  daughter  of  William 
Trumbull,  also  a  pioneer  of  Stark  couiuy. 
By  this  union  were  born  ten  children.  The 
sons  of  the  family  were  Thomas,  who  is 
married  and  now  operates  the  home  farm; 
William  P.,  a  resident  of  Adams  county, 
Iowa;  Adam  E.,  who  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at 
Kewanee  until  his  death  in  1894;  George 
and  Andrew,  who  both  died  in  1891,  after 
reaching  years  of  maturity;  and  John,  a 
graduate  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College, 
;ind  now  a  physician  of  Kewanee.  The 
daughters  were  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Archie 
Turner,  of  Adams  county,  Iowa;  Anna, 
who  died  in  1898;  Nellie  and  Jane,  both  at 
home. 
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After  his  marriage  Mr.  Oliver  located 
■on  a  farm  in  Wethersfield  township,  Henry 
county,  wliere  he  purchased  two  hundred 
acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  broke  and 
placed  under  cultivation.  He  added  to  his 
landed  possessions  from  time  to  time  until 
he  had  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  on  which 
he  built  a  good  residence  and  substantial 
barns  and  outbuildings.  He  continued  to 
successfuly  engage  in  farming  until  i89<S, 
when  he  rented  his  place  and  erected  a 
pleasant  residence  in  Wethersfield,  where 
he  has  since  lived  retired.  .''\s  a  boy  he 
•commenced  work  for  ten  cents  ])er  day; 
his  wages  were  subsequently  increased  to 
twenty-five  cents  per  day ;  and  lie  was  finally 
given  ten  dollars  permonth ;  but  being  in- 
dustrious, ambitious  and  enterprising,  he 
steadily  prospered  as  time  advanced  until 
he  is  now  one  uf  the  most  substantial  men 
of  the  communit}',  and  his  success  has  been 
worthily  achieved.  By  his  ballot  he  sup- 
ports the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  has  never  sought  official 
honors  for  himself.  For  some  years  he 
efficiently  served  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  as  school  director  in  his  district, 
having  always  taken  a  commendable  inter- 
est in  educational  affairs.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily are  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Elniira.  and 
.are  people  of  prominence  in  the  coniniunity 
where  they  reside. 


JOHX   H.   MURPHY. 

John  H.  Murphy,  one  of  Kewanee's 
■well-to-do  and  highly  respected  citizens  who 
is  now  living  a  retired  life,  was    born    in 


county  We.xford,  Ireland,  March  7,  1832, 
and  is  the  only  survivor  in  a  family  of  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
whose  parents  were  Gregory  and  Mary 
(O'Farrel)  Murphy,  lifelong  residents  of 
the  Emeralcf  Isle,  where  the  father  died  at 
about  the  age  of  eighty  years,  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  The  first  of  th(? 
family  to  come  to  America  was  our  sub- 
ject's brother,  James,  who  crossed  the  At- 
lantic in  1846  and  took  up  his  residence 
(in  a  farm  in  Will  county,  Illinois,  where  he 
lived  for  many  years,  dying  when  quite  an 
old  man.  ]\Iichael  came  to  this  country  in 
1877  and  settled  in  Chicago,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty.  The  first  of  the 
members  of  this  family  were  Margaret, 
who  married  Nicholas  Holden  and  died  in 
Ireland;  James;  Patrick  and  Ellen,  who 
also  died  in  Ireland ;  John  H. ;  and  Michael. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  land  of  his  birth.  It  was  in  1850,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  that  he  emigrated 
to  the  new  world  and  located  in  Chicago, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits for  a  number  of  years.  In  1882  he 
came  to  Henry  county  and  has  since  made 
his  home  in  Kewanee,  where  he  worked 
in  the  shops  for  a  time,  but  for  the  past 
ten  years  has  lived  a  retired  life.  He  owns 
a  pleasant  home  at  No.  707  East  Third 
street,  where  he  and  his  estimable  wife  ex- 
pect to  spend  their  declining  years.  They 
are  worthy  members  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  are  highly  esteemed  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

On  the  22nd  of  October,  1864,  Mr. 
Murphy  married  Miss  Kate  Smith,  a  native 
of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Burns)  Smith,  who  were  born  in 
Ireland  and  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely :  Margaret,  John,  Mary,  Kate,  Will- 
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iam  and  Ann.  Besides  Mrs.  Murphy  only 
Mary  is  now  living.  The  children  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife  are  James,  a  resi- 
dent of  Kewanee.  wlio  wedded  Mar}-  Coch- 
ran and  has  one  child,  John;  John,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  mining  business  in  Scjuth 
Dakota;  Ellen,  at  home;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Frank  Reynolds,  of  Wetherstield ;  Frank, 
v;ho  is  clerking  in  Kewanee;  Kate,  wife  of 
Gould  Hulburt,  a  railroad  man  of  \\'yom- 
ing;  and  William  A.,  at  home. 


HEXRY  EKLUXD. 

Sweden  has  furnished  to  the  United 
States  many  bright,  enterprising  young 
men  who  have  left  the  old  world  to  enter 
the  business  circles  of  this  omntry  with  its 
more  progressive  methods,  livelier  cumpe- 
tition  and  advancement  more  quickly  se- 
cured. Among  this  numl)er  is  Henry  Ek- 
lund,  a  prominent  architect  of  Kewanee, 
Illinois.  He  was  born  in  Boros,  province 
of  \\'estergotland,  Sweden,  ]\Iay  2,  1868, 
a  son  of  Andrew  and  Sophia  (Sund)  Ek- 
lund,  natives  of  the  same  province.  The 
father  is  a  well  educated  man,  wlm  served 
for  over  twenty  years  as  a  ni)n-c<immis- 
sioned  ofBcer  in  the  Swedish  army,  and  after 
retiring  from  military  service  emjjarked  in 
the  lumber  and  real  estate  business  in  Boros, 
which  he  still  carries  on.  He  has  ten  chil- 
dren, all  living,  namely:  Alma,  wife  of 
John  Josephson,  of  Boros;  Henry,  oiu-  sub- 
ject; Mary,  wife  of  Jacob  John.son,  of  Ke- 
wanee, Ilhnois;  Hilda,  wife  of  Rev,  John 
Miller,  a  minister  of  the  Swedish  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Bloomington,  Illinois; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Nordine,  of  Boros, 
Sweden;  Carl,  who  is  married  and  is  now 


pastor  of  the  Swedish  ]\Iethodist  Church  at 
Des  ]\Ioines,  Iowa;  Hilma,  also  of  Des 
^loines,  Iowa ;  Judith,  Cijrnelia  and  Fritz, 
who  are  living  with  their  parents  in  Boros, 
Sweden. 

Henry  Eklund  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  later 
attended  a  private  school,  where  he  studied 
for  a  professorship.  In  1887  he  came  to 
the  new  world,  sailing  from  Gottenborg  to 
Hull,  England,  and  from  Liverpool  to  Xew 
York.  He  remained  in  the  latter  city  for 
a  short  time  and  then  came  to  Kewanee, 
Illinois,  where  he  took  private  lessons  i\\ 
drafting.  Later  he  took  a  special  course  in 
architecture  at  the  L'niversity  of  Illinois, 
and  by  studying  hard  completed  the  same 
in  one  }'ear,  after  which  he  returned  to  Ke- 
\\anee,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  his  profession,  in  which  he  has 
met  with  marked  success.  In  1898  he  de- 
signetl  and  supervised  the  construction  of 
the  Washington  school  buikling,  which  is 
one  of  the  truest  in  the  state,  and  in  1900 
he  received  the  commission  to  plan  and  su- 
pervise the  construction  of  a  large  addition 
to  the  Irving  school,  the  Hallin  Block  of 
Kewanee,  a  modern  three-story  building 
with  all  the  latest  improvements;  Thomas 
]\lcClure's  residence  on  Prospect  street  in 
1895;  one  for  John  \\'ilsey  on  Tremont 
street ;  one  for  Asa  Barney  on  Chestnut 
street;  and  one  for  X,  Caverno  on  South 
Tremont  street,  beside  many  other  resi- 
dences and  buildings.  Mr.  Eklund  also  has 
had  considerable  work  throughout  this, 
Stark  and  Knox  counties.  He  conscien- 
tiously fulfills  his  part  of  every  contract, 
and,  being  a  skilled  architect,  the  buildings 
erected  by  him  are  among  the  finest  and  best 
in  this  section  of  the  state. 

On  the  25th  of  Oct(iber,  1899,  was  cele- 
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■brated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Eklund  and  JNIiss 
Esther  Nelson,  of  Chicago,  a  daughter  of 
Swan  Nelson  of  tliat  city.  She  has  a 
brother  Arthur,  who  is  still  at  home  with 
his  parents.  Mr.  Eklund  is  an  active  and 
consistent  •member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church;  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Young  ]\Ien's 
Christian  Association  at  Kewanee  for  eight 
years,  and  is  now  vice-president  of  the 
same.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  tiie 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  and  is  trustee  of  the  former 
lodge.  Since  coming  to  this  country  he  has 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
taken  an  active  and  commendable  interest 
in  public  affairs,  as  every  true  American 
citizen  should.  For  three  years  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  public  library  board,  and 
he  gives  a  cheerful  support  to  all  enterprises 
which  have  for  their  object  the  betterment 
of  mankind. 


THOMAS  PORTER  LIKEX. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  and  prominent 
■citizens  of  Henry  county.  ^Ir.  Liken  is  now 
li\-ing  a  retired  life  in  the  city  of  Geneseo, 
his  home  being  on  South  Mechanic  street. 
He  was  born  near  Pittsburg,  Allegheny 
county,  Pennsylvania,  November  20,  1846, 
and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Sands) 
Liken.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
\vho  came  to  Pennsylvania  when  nine  }-ears 
•old,  living  there  until  1865.  when  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  settled  in  Munsun  township, 
Henry  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm, 
making  it  his  home  until  called  from  this 
life,  in  1895,  at  the  age  af  seventy-three 
years.  Throughout  his  active  business  ca- 
reer he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 


His  wife  survived  him  about  two  years,  dy- 
ing on  the  old  homestead  in  Munson  town- 
ship, at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Of  their 
nine  children  four  are  still  living,  Thomas 
P.  being  the  oldest  of  the  family. 

During  his  minority  our  subject  assisted 
his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  re- 
mained under  the  |)arental  roof  until  his  mar- 
riage. He  began  his  education  at  his  birth- 
place, and  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Geneseo  after  coming  to  this  state.  On  the 
28th  of  December,  1870,  in  Munson  town- 
ship, he  married  Miss  Rachel  V.  Hill,  who 
was  born  in  Augusta  county,  Virginia,  April 
27,  185 1,  a  daughter  of  \\'illiam  T.  and 
Elizabeth  (Lockhart)  Hill.  The  birth  of 
h.er  father  occurred  in  Rappahannock  county, 
the  same  state,  April  10,  1821,  and  about 
1855  he  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  lo- 
cating in  ]Munson  township,  being  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock  raising  on  section  24 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1890, 
when  he  was  well  advanced  in  years.  Hi» 
wife  had  passed  away  a  numlser  of  years  pre- 
viously. They  had  a  family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, eleven  of  whom  are  still  living,  Mrs. 
Liken  being  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  Mr. 
Hill  was  a  large  land  owner  and  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  men  of  his  community,  as 
well  as  one  of  its  most  highly  respected 
citizens. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liken  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  all  (if  whom  were  born  in  Mun- 
son township.  In  order  of  birth  they  are  as 
follows:  William  E.,  born  February  24, 
1872,  was  educated  at  the  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute of  Geneseo,  and  now  follows  farming, 
while  he  makes  his  home  with  his  parents; 
Maude  E.,  born  March  16,  1875,  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  F.  Combs,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  23,  Osco  township,  this  county,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Herbert  P. ;  Clyde  T., 
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born  May  7,  1878.  is  now  editor  of  the  Gen- 
eseo  Daily  and  Weekly  Arena,  and  is  repre- 
sented on  another  page  of  this  volume ;  I\Iyr- 
tle  M.,  born  June  14,  1880,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Geneseo  and  a  young  ladies' 
seminary  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  is 
now  at  home  with  her  parents :  and  Grace 
M.,  born  January  27,  1884,  is  attending  the 
Geneseo  high  school. 

After  his  marriage  'Slv.  Liken  embarked 
in  farming  for  himself  on  a  place  adjoining 
that  owned  by  his  father  in  ]\Iunson  town- 
ship. He  purchased  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  7,  and  to  it  he  sub- 
sequently added  until  he  had  a  fine  farm 
comprising  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in 
Munson  township,  besides  a  tract  of  two 
hundred  acres  in  Iowa.  In  this  county  lie 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing quite  extensively  mitil  1895,  when  he 
gave  up  active  business  and  removed  to  Gen- 
eseo, where  he  has  since  lived  a  retired  life 
at  his  pleasant  home  on  South  ]\Iechanic 
street,  surrounded  by  the  comforts  Avhich 
usually  attend  a  well  spent  life  of  industry. 
His  beautiful  residence  is  surrounded  by  a 
large  and  well-kept  lawn,  and  is  situated  on 
one  of  the  principal  residence  streets  of  the 
city. 

While  living  in  Munson  township  ]\Ir. 
Liken  ser\-ed  as  school  director  for  some 
years,  but  has  never  cared  for  political  hon- 
ors. He  is,  however,  a  public  spirited  man, 
and  advocates  all  measures  tending  to  ad- 
vance or  improve  the  community  in  which 
he  lives.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  .fraternally  affiliates 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. For  many  years  he  was  an  elder  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Munson;  has  al- 
ways been  an  active  Christian  worker,  and 
a  liberal  donator  to  the  support  of  his  church. 


At  present  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Geneseo  Collegiate  Institute, 
and  has  for  some  years  served  as  treasurer 
of  that  organization.  In  his  farming  opera- 
tions he  has  met  with  that  success  which 
usually  follows  the  industrious  and  enter- 
prising man,  and  is  now  enabled  to  live  in 
ease  and  comfort  upon  the  proceeds  of  his 
former  toil.  He  still  retains  his  farms  in 
Munson  township,  which  are  now  occupied 
by  tenants.  He  has  witnessed  almost  the 
entire  development  of  the  county,  and  in  its 
upbuilding  he  has  ever  borne  his  part.  His 
life  has  been  manly,  his  actions  sincere,  and 
his  example  is  well  worthy  of  emulation. 


CLYDE  THOMAS  LIKEN. 

Clyde  T.  Liken,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Geneseo  Daily  and  Weekly  Arena,  is  the- 
third  child  in  order  of  birth  in  the  family  of 
Thomas  P.  and  Rachel  \'.  (Hill)  Liken,  of 
Geneseo,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  He  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  ^lunson  township.  May  7,  187S. 
and  at  the  age  of  fi\-e  years  commenced  at- 
tending the  district  school  of  that  locality,, 
wiiere  he  pursued  his  studie;  until  sixteen. 
In  the  fall  of  1894  he  entered  the  Geneseo 
Collegiate  Institute,  where  he  was  gradu- 
ated after  taking  a  three  years'  course.  He 
was  a  close  and  careful  student,  who  did 
good  and  conscientious  work,  and  always 
stood  well  in  his  classes.  He  was  president 
of  his  class  during  his  senior  year,  and  was 
chosen,  as  a  representative  of  the  institute, 
to  take  part  in  several  oratorical  contests. 
At  present  he  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  of  that  school.  In  the  fall  of 
1897  he  entered  the  Northwestern  Univer- 
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sity  at  Evanston,  where  he  continued  his 
studies  until  January  i,  1S9S,  when  he  en- 
tered tile  freshman  class  at  Knox  College, 
Galesburg.  He  was  a  student  there  two 
years,  taking  the  scientific  course,  and  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  different  phases  of 
college  life,  taking  part  in  the  literary 
societies  and  the  athletic  sports. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  the  fall  of  1899, 
Mr.  Liken  became  a  reporter  on  the  Gencseo 
Daily  Arena,  and  a  few  months  later  pur- 
chased a  half  interest  in  the  paper,  being  a 
partner  of  H.  W.  Buckle  in  the  publication 
of  the  same.  In  March,  1900,  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  j\Ir.  Buckle,  and  has  since 
been  sole  proprietor.  The  Daily  Arena  is  a 
four-page,  seven-column  paper,  independ- 
ent in  politics;  while  the  Weekly,  which  is 
published  every  Thursday,  supports  the 
Democratic  party.  The  paper  was  estab- 
lished in  1895  by  the  Henry  County  Pub- 
lishing Company,  and  under  the  able  and 
efficient  management  of  our  subject  has  be- 
come one  of  the  leading  journals  of  the 
county. 

]\Ir.  Liken  is  a  member  of  Stewart  Lodge, 
No.  92,  F.  &  A.  AL,  and  also  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Geneseo.  He  stands  de- 
servedly high  in  both  church  and  social  cir- 
cles, and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  young 
men  of  the  citv. 


J.  WILLIAAI  JOHNSON. 

This  well-known  citizen  and  successful 
agriculturist  of  W'ethersfield,  was  born  in 
Kansas  City,  Kansas,  January  4,  1858,  and 
is  a  son  of  J.  W.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1816,  and  was  educated  at 
Williams  College,  of  which  he  was  a  grad- 


uate. The  paternal  grandfather  was  Dr. 
J.  V.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  New  York,  in  1786,  and  became  a 
prominent  physician.  The  father  of  our 
subject  fitted  himself  for  the  legal  profes- 
sion, and  at  an  early  day  located  in  Prince- 
ton, Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  for  a  time.  While  there  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Eliza  Win- 
ship,  a  daughter  of  Horace  and  Sarah  \\  in- 
ship,  who  settled  in  Princeton  in  1833. 
Later  Mr.  Johnson  removed  to  Wyandotte, 
Kansas,  now  Kansas  City,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until 
his  death  in  1859.  His  widow  returned  to 
her  people  in  Princeton,  Illinois,  but  later 
married  John  Jacobs  and  resided  at  ]\Iorris, 
Illinois,  where  she  departed  tlris  life  in  1865. 

Being  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seven 
years,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  early 
tlirown  upon  his  own  resources  to  battle  with 
the  world.  In  i8r)9  he  came  to  W'ethersfield 
to  make  his  home  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hurd, 
by  whom  he  was  reared  as  their  own  son. 
A  sketch  of  this  worthy  couple  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
provided  with  good  school  privileges,  and 
completed  his  education  at  the  high  school 
of  Kewanee.  He  remained  with  the  Doctor 
and  his  wife  until  nineteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  commenced  earning  his  own  live- 
lihood by  working  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
hand  in  different  parts  of  the  state.  In  1885 
he  located  permanently  in  Wethersfield 
township,  this  county,  upon  a  farm  of  ninety 
acres,  which  he  has  operated  in  connection 
v.-ith  other  land.  He  is  a  thorough  and 
skillful  agriculturist,  and  in  his  laliors  is 
meeting  with  excellent  success. 

At  Princeton,  Illinois,  in  1891,  was  cel- 
ebrated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnson  and 
Miss  Daisy   ]\I.   Garman,   a  native  of  that 
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place  and  a  tlaugliter  (.>f  Samuel  Carman. 
By  this  union  were  born  two  children.  Caro- 
line and  Mary  E.  The  latter  died  May  1  1 , 
1899.  at  the  age  of  one  year.  In  his  pnliti- 
cal  views  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot 
for  James  A.  Garfield.  He  is  public  spir- 
ited and  progressive,  and  takes  a  deep  and 
commendable  interest  in  pulilic  affairs. 


UlA".  M.  r.  FOLEY. 

There  is  no  positiim  held  by  man  more 
important  than  pastor  of  a  church,  nor  is 
there  a  position  that  has  attached  to  it 
greater  importance  or  responsibility  when 
properly  concei\ed  and  consciously  dis- 
charged. This  is  more  essentially  the  case 
with  the  clergymen  of  the  Catholic  faith, 
for  he  is  held  more  as  an  instructor  and 
guide,  not  only  in  religious  matters,  but  in 
moral  and  social  conduct,  by  his  congrega- 
tion. Tliere  are  few  men  by  character  and 
education  better  fitted  to  preside  over  a  ])eo- 
l)le  in  all  these  relations  than  the  revereml 
gentleman  whose  name  .stands  at  the  beail 
of  this  biography. 

A  native  of  London,  England,  Father 
Foley  was  born  in  Horse  Ferrv  Road,  West- 
minster, Xo\cmbcr  1,  ^<<('J.  and  is  a  son  of 
Martin  and  Catherine  (O'Brien)  Foley,  the 
former  a  native  of  County  W'aterford,  Ire- 
land, the  latter  of  County  Cork.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfiuhcr  w;is  taken  from  his  becl 
one  night  and  ]>ressed  into  the  English  na- 
\'y.  lie  jumped  o\-erl>oard,  but  was  recap- 
tured and  .sentenced  to  forty-eight  lashes. 
He  was  p.ardoned  from  this,  however,  b_\- 
his  landlord,    but  w;is  not  releaseil  from  the 


navy.  The  press  .gang  also  captured  his  eld- 
est son.  Father  Foley's  parents  crossed  the 
( icean  about  the  same  time  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  located  in  Canatla.  Two  years  later 
thev  removed  ti.i  Spring  \'alley.  Illinois, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  the  shoe  busi- 
ness until  his  death.  Subsecjuently  the 
n.iother  remmed  with  her  family  to  Peoria, 
where  she  is  now  living.  Of  their  ten  chil- 
dren, five  died  in  Ireland,  the  others  being 
AI.  F.,  our  suliject:  Thomas,  of  Peoria; 
Michael  P..  who  lives  with  his  mother;  and 
Katie,  who  tlietl  in  Peoria. 

In  Xoveml)er,  1875.  Father  Foley  went 
to  County  Cork,  Ireland,  and  entered  the 
Brothers  .school  at  Fermoy,  a  great  military 
town,  where  he  remained  ten  years,  half 
of  this  time  being  spent  at  St.  Colman's 
College.  Those  were  the  days  of  the  martial 
and  coercion  laws,  when  citizens  had  to  be 
in  at  eight  o'clock  at  night.  Father  Foley 
belonged  to  a  reading  club,  which  the  police 
would  raid  to  see  if  the  members  had  any 
firearms  about  them,  and  this  proved  very 
tr_\-ing  to  the  independent  spirit  of  the  young 
Irish  boy.  While  there  he  received  a  great 
many  prizes.  When  onlv  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  carried  off  an  exhibition  prize  of 
sixty  pounds  sterling,  which  amounts  to 
about  three  hundred  dollars  in  our  money. 
This  made  him  an  eligible  candidate  for 
subsequent  examinations  for  any  government 
position,  and  he  was  offered  a  position  as 
military  engineer.  Coming  to  America  the 
10th  of  April.  18S5.  Father  Foley  entered 
St.  Alichael's  (.■ollege  at  Chatham,  New 
P.runswick,  where  he  remained  until  Septem- 
l)er  15,  1888.  He  was  next  a  .student  at  Le 
Grande  Seminary  in  Montreal,  Canada,  un- 
til June  26.  1890,  when  be  went  to  Balti- 
more,  ^ilaryland.   and    took   up   higher   the- 
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ology  at  St.  Mary's  College,  which  i.s  one 
of  the  oldest  institutions  in  America. 

On  the  2Qth  of  January,  1892,  Father 
Foley  left  Baltimore  for  Milwaukee,  and 
there  was  ordained  a  priest  on  the  26th  of 
]May.  hy  Bishop  Messmer,  of  Green  Bay, 
\\'isconsin,  he  heing  the  only  priest  ordained 
at  that  time.  He  was  first  appointed  assist- 
ant pastor  at  Chebanse,  Iroquois  county,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  remained  eleven  months;  was 
then  at  Odell  two  months;  Keithsburg  six 
months ;  and  Peoria  three  >'ears.  (^n  the 
27th  of  June,  1896,  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment as  pastor  of  the  Catholic  Church  at 
Carthage,  where  he  remained  until  Xovem- 
ber,  1898,  when  he  was  appointed  pastor  of 
St.  ]\Ialachy's  Church  at  Geneseo.  He  has 
already  done  a  good  work  here,  and  has 
made  many  friends  among  all  denominations 
as  well  as  his  own  parishioners. 

Father  J.  G.  Alleman,  a  celelirated  (jer- 
nian  missionary,  was  the  first  priest  to  say 
mass  in  this  part  of  the  state,  his  district 
lying-  along  the  Mississippi  river  from  St. 
Louis  to  Rock  Island  and  across  the  state 
to  Peoria,  and  he  built  the  first  Catholic 
church  at  Rock  Island,  taking  the  material 
from  the  Nauvoo  Mormon  temple  which  he 
had  purchased.  He  traveled  all  over  the 
country  on  horseback,  and  organized  the  first 
parish  in  Geneseo,  saying  the  first  mass  in 
James  Warren's  house.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Father  Mueller,  of  Chicago,  who  said 
mass  in  the  seminary  building,  and  he  in 
turn  was  followed  by  Rev.  John  Dolan,  who 
succeeded  Father  Alleman  at  Rock  Island. 
He  also  said  mass  in  James  Warren's  house, 
as  did  Father  IMurphy,  who  next  had  charge 
of  the  parish.  Later  Father  McElherne  said 
m.ass  in  Perry's  hall.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Father  Corbinian.  a  famous  missionary  from 
'Chicago,  who  said  mass  in  Sniff's  hall.     A 


church  was  built  in  1866,  and  was  under  the 
charge  of  Fathers  ^leinnul,  Shuitbert,  ]\Ia- 
thias  and  Dionisius.  all  of  Chicago.  At  that 
time  the  congregation  numbered  ninety-nine 
families.  The  first  resident  priest  was  Rev. 
Thomas  J.  Ackley,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  F.  W.  Smythe,  an  Englishman,  who 
had  been  converted  to  the  Catholic  faith. 
He  also  had  charge  of  the  out  missions  at 
Hooppole,  Atkinson,  Annawan,  Sheffield, 
Bradford  and  Kewanee,  and  during  his  pas- 
torate here  l)aptized  six  hundred  and  forty 
people.  This  English  priest  on  his  coal- 
black  horse  was  a  familiar  sight  in  and 
around  (ieneseo.  After  seven  j-ears  of  faith- 
ful service  he  returned  to  England,  where 
his  death  occurred.  He  was  followed  by 
Rev.  Hugh  O'Gara  McShane,  who  remained 
until  1877,  when  the  Chicago  diocese  was 
divided,  and  the  Geneseo  parish  became  a 
part  of  the  Peoria  diocese.  Father  ]\IcShane 
is  now  the  pastor  of  the  Enunciation  Church 
at  Paulina  street  and  Wabansia  avenue, 
Chicago.  The  next  pastor  was  Father  L. 
J.  Dunne,  who  remained  seven  years,  and 
was  then  succeeded  by  Father  Fallihee,  now 
of  Arlington,  Illinois.  In  1889  Rev.  Will- 
iam O'Hara  became  pastor,  and  nine  years 
later  was  succeeded  by  Father  Foley.  When 
our  subject  took  charge  here  the  church  wai 
three  thousand  dollars  in  (lel)t,  Ijut  this  has 
all  been  paid  off,  and  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements in  the  church  property,  includ- 
ing steam  heat  and  electric  lights.  The  fur- 
nace and  heating  apparatus  was  the  gift 
of  J.  H.  O'Brien,  a  prominent  grocer  of 
Cieneseo,  and  an  elegant  bath  room  has  been 
put  in  the  pastor's  residence,  it  being  the 
gift  of  Cornelius  Hayes.  The  Geneseo  con- 
gregation consists  of  about  four  hundred 
adults.  Father  Foley  also  has  charge  of  Co- 
loiia,   where  there  is  also  a  church ;   Cam- 
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bridge. where  he  says  mass  in  private  houses: 
Orion,  Briar  Bluff,  Carbon  CHft'  and  Cleve- 
land. 


GEORGE  A.  MORTON. 

George  A.  ]\Iorton,  an  energetic  and  en- 
terprising farmer  residing  at  No.  517  East 
Prospect  street,  Kewanee,  is  a  native  of 
Henry  county,  liis  birth  having  occurred  in 
Anawan  township,  August  9,  1866.  His  pa- 
rents, Daniel  and  Catherine  (Potter)  Mor- 
ton, were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Connecticut, 
respectively,  and  early  settlers  of  this  coun- 
ty, where  the  father  took  up  a  tract  of  gov- 
ernment land  and  impro\'e(l  a  farm.  This 
tract  remained  in  his  possession  until  his 
death,  but  at  that  time  he  was  living  a  retired 
life  in  Kewanee.  Prior  to  coming  to  Illi- 
nois he  owned  and  operated  a  farm  in  Mich- 
igan, which  he  sold  on  his  removal.  He 
and  his  wife  made  the  journey  to  Henry 
county  in  a  wagon,  and  first  settled  in  Ana- 
wan  township,  where  she  died.  There  he 
owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
and  also  had  two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres 
in  Kewanee  township,  seventy  acres  in  the 
corporation  of  Kewanee,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Wethersfield  township,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Bureau 
county.  He  was  ]ir(iniiiiently  identified  with 
the  early  de\elopnient  and  upbuilding  of 
Henry  cnunt}-.  and  exiierienced  many  of  the 
hardships  and  difficulties  of  pi(.)neer  life. 
On  first  locating  here  he  sold  all  his  grain 
in  sacks  and  his  hogs  dressed.  In  1875  he 
removed  to  Kewanee,  whicli  at  that  time  was 
a  mere  village.  He  owned  considerable 
}iroi)crty  in  the  city  and  was  quite  well-to 
do.  lie  was  a  man  of  affairs,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  all  enterprises  for  the  bene- 


fit of  his  community,  and  served  as  consta- 
ble at  an  early  day.  While  living  in  the  east 
he  held  membership  in  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  He  was  born  May  15,  1815,  and 
died  August  19,  1899.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Mrs.  Catherine  (Potter)  Buck- 
ley, of  Princeton,  who  had  been  a  resident  of 
Bureau  county  for  many  years,  and  is  now 
living  with  her  son-in-law  in  Galva.  She 
was  se\enty  years  of  age  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1900.  Mr.  Morton  was  the  father 
of  five  children  by  the  first  marriage.  The 
three  by  the  second  marriage  were  Helen, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ;  Mrs. 
Edna  Taylor,  who  has  two  children,  Addie 
and  Lloyd;  and  George  A.,  our  subject. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  George 
A.  Morton  pursued  his  studies  in  the  public 
schools  of  Kewanee,  and  early  became  fa- 
miliar with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well 
improved  lanil  in  Neponset  township,  Bu- 
reau county,  Illinois.  He  has  made  farming 
and  stock  raising  his  life  occupation,  and  is 
meeting  with  excellent  success.  On  the  8th 
of  August,  1888,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  Duff',  a  nati\'e  of  tliis  city, 
whose  parents,  James  and  Eliza  Duff',  came 
to  this  country  from  Ireland.  She  was  only 
two  years  old  when  she  lost  her  mother,  but 
her  father  survived  for  many  years,  dying 
November  i,  1897,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four.  Their  other  children  were  Ada,  wife 
of  \\'esley  Kimball,  of  Kansas;  James,  a  resi- 
dent of  Lonetree,  Iowa;  ^^'illiam,  of  Stock- 
ton, California;  and  Lida,  wife  of  Wright 
Smith,  of  St.  Joseph,  jMichigan.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Morton  have  one  child,  Ethel,  who  is 
the  pride  and  joy  of  their  home.  They  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr. 
jNIorton  is  also  connected  with  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men.     In  his  political  views 
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he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  He  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  promi- 
nent families  of  the  county,  and  is  a  man 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  wiio 
know  him. 


LIBERTY  STIMSOX. 

Liberty  Stimson,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  honored  pioneers  of  Henry  county  and 
a  leading  representative  of  its  farming  and 
stock  raising  interests.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Dedham,  Massaclnisetts,  in  1804, 
and  came  to  Illinois  in  1836,  locating  first 
in  Bureau  county.  In  1838  he  entered  three 
eighty-acre  tracts  of  land  in  Henry  county, 
and  at  the  land  office  in  Galena  he  received 
the  government  patents,  which  are  now  in 
possession  of  his  widow.  He  located  upon 
his  property  in  1840,  and  later  added  to  it, 
but  subsequently  sold  a  portion  of  the  estate, 
though  his  widow  still  owns  one  hundred 
and  eighty-two  and  a  half  acres  in  Geneseo 
township.  The  Geneseo  colony  was  organ- 
ized in  Bergen,  Geneseo  county,  New  York, 
in  1835,  but  did  not  locate  here  until  a  year 
or  two  after  his  arrival.  He  was  therefore 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  part  of  the 
county,  and  for  many  years  was  known  to 
almost  every  resident  within  its  borders. 
He  bought  stock  in  all  parts  of  the  county, 
became  quite  an  extensive  farmer,  and 
bought  and  sold  much  land,  though  he  al- 
ways retained  the  tract  on  which  he  origin- 
ally located  and  which  is  still  in  possession 
of  the  family.  His  brother,  Moses,  also 
owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Geneseo 
township,  their  homes  being  near  each  other. 
The  latter  never  married,  and  died  before 
our  subject's  death. 

\Mth  the  early  development  and  improve- 


ment of  this  section  of  the  state  INIr.  Stim- 
son was  prominently  identified  for  many 
years,  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  useful  and  valued  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. He  was  an  earnest  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
died  in  that  faith,  July  26,  1878,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years  and  five  months.  Be- 
coming widely  and  favorably  known,  he 
made  many  friends,  antl  his  death  was  a  loss 
to  the  entire  communit}-. 

On  Christmas  day,  1837,  Mr.  Stimson 
married  Miss  Leah  Clark,  of  Tiskilwa,  Bu- 
reau county,  Illinois,  who  died  December  17, 
1863,  and  the  two  children  born  of  this  union 
are  also  deceased.  In  1844  Mr.  Stimson 
was  again  married,  in  Geneseo,  his  second 
wife  being  Mrs.  Remembrance  Ogden,  nee 
Evans,  who  by  her  former  marriage  had 
five  children,  namely:  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
John  Taylor  and  a  resident  of  Burns  town- 
ship, this  county;  i\Irs.  Emeline  Dawson: 
Samuel,  who  married  Amanda  Tibbs ;  Thom- 
as, who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
and  John,  who  married  a  Miss  Graff. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1867,  at  the 
residence  of  the  bride's  brothers  in  Rock 
Island,  Mr.  Stimson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Hannah  E.  Reynolds,  a  native  of 
Montpelier,  Vermont,  and  a  daughter  of  E. 
P.  and  Betsey  (Stuart)  Reynolds.  Her  fa- 
tlier  was  born  in  Kinderhook,  New  York, 
and  was  a  descendant  in  direct  line  from  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  the  famous  painter  of  Eng- 
land, while  the  mother  was  a  native  of  Jef- 
fries, New  Hampshire,  and  traced  her  an- 
cestry back  to  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots.  They 
were  married  in  Albany,  New  York,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century.  ]\Ir. 
Reynolds  followed  contracting  and  building 
for  some  years,  and  served  as  captain  of  a 
company  in  the  war  of  181 2.    He  was  a  fine 
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looking"  man.  l)eing  ovev  six  feet  tall  and  of 
commanding  appearance.  He  took  quite  a 
prominent  part  in  public  afYair.s,  and  was 
thus  identified  witii  several  counties  of  Ver- 
mont. In  early  life  he  was  a  minister  of  the 
Free  \\'ill  Baptist  Church,  but  after  his  re- 
moval to  the  ( Ireen  Aluuntain  state  he  united 
with  the  ^[ethndist  Kiiiscnpal  Church,  there 
lieing-  no  church  of  the  former  denomination 
in  his  community.  He  Avas  ever  actiN'e  and 
influential  in  religious  work,  and  was  a  per- 
sonal and  valued  friend  of  Bishop  Elisha 
Scott.  He  was  accidentally  killed  at  Shore- 
ham,  A'ermont,  by  a  wagon  load  of  boxes 
tipping  over  on  him,  when  fifty-five  years  of 
ag'e.  His  wife  survived  him  fi\'e  years  and 
died  at  the  .same  age.  She  was  a  Congrega- 
tionalist  in  religious  belief,  and  was  an  earn- 
est Christian  worker. 

Mrs.  Stimson  is  the  eighth  in  order  of 
birth  i)f  the  ten  children  born  to  this  worthy 
coujjle.  the  others  being  as  follows:  Harmon 
(j.,  an  attorney,  married  Louisa  Thompson, 
now  deceased,  and  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  Xazro  B.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine,  first  married  Sarah 
Bennett  and  second  Sarah  Dillon.  ]\lary  A., 
a  g(H)d  Alethodisl,  married  1 'aimer  Stearns, 
now  deceased,  and  she  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty.  Elisha  1'.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight,  married  first  Eliza  Young 
and  second  Mrs.  Amanda  Ogden,  who  is 
still  living.  Betsey  S.  is  the  wife  of  B.  H. 
Kimball,  of  Rock  Island,  Illinois.  Martha 
W.  is  the  widow  of  Thomas  B.  Woods  and 
a  resident  of  Woodstock.  \'ermont.  Lucy 
H.  married  ilosea  \'.  I'rench.  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  .  Both  she  and 
Iicr  husband  were  consistent  members  of  the 
I'nivcrsalist  Church.  John  R.,  an  Episco- 
])alian  in  religious  belief,  married  Elizabeth 
I'ennett  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one, 


in  Los  Angeles,  California,  where  his  widow 
still  resides.  Record  S.,  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  was  married  in  San 
Francisco,  California,  and  died  at  Gold  Hill, 
Nevada,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years. 

]\Irs.  Stimson,  who  is  familiarly  known 
bv  her  many  friends  as  Aunt  Hannah,  was 
educated  at  Alontpelier  and  Woodstock,  A'er- 
mont, and  Lebanon,  Xew  Hampshire.  She 
then  taught  .school  for  one  year  in  the  latter 
slate ;  two  years  in  gradea  schools  in  Massa- 
chusetts; three  years  in  graded  schools  in 
New  York ;  six  months  in  a  parish  school  in 
Louisiana;  and  two  years  and  a  half  in  a 
select  school  at  Marshall,  Harrison  county, 
Texas,  on  the  Red  ri\-er,  near  Shreveport. 
She  was  at  the  last  named  place  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  and  had  much  difficulty 
in  reaching  her  friends  in  the  north.  She 
obtained  a  passport  signed  by  the  governors 
of  Texas  and  Louisiana,  with  which  she 
was  able  to  travel  as  far  as  \'icksburg, 
where  their  jurisdiction  ended.  Here  thir- 
teen lady  teachers  were  recommended  to  the 
lender  mercies  of  General  Kirby  Smith,  of 
the  Confederate  army,  who  was  a  native  of 
Xew  York,  liut  had  married  a  southern  lady. 
Thev  spent  ten  days  at  \'icksburg  during 
the  siege  in  the  fall  of  1862,  stopping  at  the 
American  House,  and  saw  General  Grant's 
forces  kept  at  bay  by  shot  and  shell.  The 
leading  Confederate  generals  at  that  place 
were  Bragg,  Stonewall  Jackson,  \'an  Doren, 
l'>eauregard,  Todd  and  Slaughter.  Major 
Watts  was  there  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners. Thev  were  all  \ery  gentlemanly  and 
nice  to  the  lady  teachers,  who  were  finally 
taken  to  the  gunboat  Monarch  in  closed  car- 
riages, as  the  people  of  the  city  were  very 
hostile  to  northerners.  On  this  boat  were 
several  hundred  exchanged  prisoners  under 
Captain  La  Salle,  a  Union  officer.      They 
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stopped  at  Lake  Providence,  on  tlie  Arkansas 
side  of  tile  river,  and  four  more  teacliers 
came  on  board,  under  Captain  Dubb,  also  a 
L'nion  officer.  Between  that  place  and  Hele- 
na a  battle  was  fought  between  the  contend- 
ing forces,  which  lasted  four  hours.  Xo 
one  on  the  Monarch  was  injured,  though  one 
man  who  was  ill  died  from  fright  and  dis- 
turbance. The  battle  was  precipitated  by  a 
man  on  Lieutenant  Pritchard's  boat  being 
shot  by  a  Confederate  from  the  -Mississippi 
side.  They  finally  reached  Memphis  in  safe- 
ty. At  Helena  some  gentlemen  came  on 
board  for  the  purpose  of  buying  their  Con- 
federate money,  but  they  were  not  allowed 
to  sell.  At  ]\Iemphis,  however,  Mrs.  Stim- 
son  disposed  of  what  Confederate  money  she 
had,  receiving  only  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  on  the  dollar.  At  Cairo,  Illinois,  the 
company  separated  and  Mrs.  Stimson  came 
back  to  Rock  Island,  where  she  had  been 
mourned  for  lost  many  days,  and  was  looked 
upon  as  one  risen  from  the  dead.  She  then 
taught  in  the  graded  schools  of  that  city  and 
the  schools  of  Hampton,  Illinois,  until  her 
marriage,  in  1867.  That  she  was  consideretl 
an  excellent  instructor  is  evinced  by  the  num- 
ber of  3-ears  she  was  retained  in  the  same 
school.  She  was  progressive  in  her  meth- 
ods, was  a  great  student,  and  had  that  love 
for  her  profession  without  which  there  can 
be  no  success.  She  is  an  active  and  promi- 
nent member  of  Grace  Evangelical  Church 
of  Geneseo,  being  converted  at  the  early  age 
of  ten  years  under  the  ministry  of  Bishop 
Scott,  and  she  is  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  know  her  on  account  of 
her  sterling  w^orth.  Previous  to  uniting  with 
the  Grace  Evangelical  Church  she  was  con- 
nected for  many  years  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  being  confirmed  by  Bishop  Hopkins. 
of  Vermont.     The  mother  of  Mr.  Stimson 


was  a  first  cousin  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
the  family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in 
and  around  Boston. 


JAMES  STEELE  HAMILTON. 

Among  the  early  settlers  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Henry  county  was  Mr. 
Hamilton,  of  Geneseo,  who  was  affection- 
ately known  by  many  as  Uncle  Steele.  He 
was  born  in  \\'estmoreland  county,  Penn- 
syh'ania,  on  the  12th  of  June,  18  u,  and 
lived  at  the  place  of  his  birth  until  coming 
to  Illinois.  His  father,  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, was  a  nati^■e  of  Ireland,  and  when  a 
young  man  came  to  this  country,  settling  in 
Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Steele.  There 
he  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his  life, 
and  died  November  18,  1845.  M's  wife 
had  passed  away  November  to.  1834.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children. 

For  a  number  of  years  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  the  county  of  his  na- 
tivity, and  when  but  a  young  man  came  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois.  He  puchased  a  farm 
in  Cornwall  township,  which  he  operated 
for  several  years,  and  then  removed  to  Ben- 
ton county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  for  nine  }'ears. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  returned  to  this 
county  and  took  up  his  abode  in  the  city  of 
Geneseo,  where  he  lived  a  retired  life  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  March  15.  1889.  at 
the  present  home  of  his  widow. 

On  the  5th  of  ?^Iarch,  1840,  in  Cornwall 
township.  Henry  county,  Mr.  Hamilton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Tay- 
lor, a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Polly 
(Brown)    Taylor.      Her    father  was    l)orn 
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January  17.  1789,  in  Xew  Hampshire,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  After  his  marriage 
he  removed  to  Xew  York,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  some  years,  and  then  went  to 
Indiana,  where  he  continued  to  foUow  that 
jjursuit  until  coming  to  Henry  county,  Ilh- 
nois.  Locating-  in  Cornwall  township,  he 
bought  a  farm,  which  he  operated  until 
called  from  this  life  at  an  advanced  age. 
Mrs.  Hamilton's  mother  had  died  in  Xew 
York  some  years  previous. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Hamilton,  namely  :  ( i )  Priscilla  died 
at  the  age  of  about  live  years.  (2)  John 
T.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  married  Annie 
Jones,  and  they  have  two  children,  James  E. 
and  Faun.  (3)  Alexander  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year.  (4)  William  \\'.,  who  is  in 
partnership  with  his  brother  John  T.,  in  the 
hardware  business  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
married  Josephine  Allsop,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Louise,  Jane  S.  and  Joseph- 
ine. (5)  Porter  H.,  who  is  also  connected 
with  his  brothers  in  business  at  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, but  is  now  in  California,  married  Car- 
lota  Sargent,  and  they  have  six  children, 
Alfred,  Richard,  Guy,  ClitYord,  Porter  aiid 
Carlota.  (6)  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  William 
Orr,  a  retired  farmer  of  Geneseo,  and  they 
have  three  children.  Mary  E.,  \'iella  and 
Roy. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Hamilton  always  sup- 
ported the  men  and  measures  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  never  cared  for  the  honors 
or  emoluments  of  political  office,  though  he 
was  a  public  spirited  citizen  and  was  an  ad- 
vocate of  all  that  tciuled  to  improve  or  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  community  in 
wliich  he  lived.  He  was  a  man  of  many 
friends  and  no  enemies,  was  a  devoted  hus- 
band, a  kind  and  indulgent  father,  and  true 


friend.  He  won  the  confidence  of  all  by 
whom  he  was  surrounded.  A  man  of  pow- 
erful physique,  he  was  also  a  man  of  firm 
mind  and  strong  will  power,  and  was  un- 
swerving in  what  he  believed  to  be  right. 
He  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and 
was  honored  for  his  strict  integrity  and  up- 
right character. 


THEROX  H.  CHESLEY. 

Theron  H.  Chesley,  a  prominent  attor- 
ney of  Kewanee  and  president  of  the  Star- 
Courier  Printing  Company,  was  Ijorn  in 
Caledonia  county,  Vermont,  October  22, 
1857,  a  son  of  Albert  and  Lucretia  (Smith) 
Chesley.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to 
two  brothers  who  came  to  this  country  from 
England  in  the  early  part  of  theseventeenth 
century  and  settled  in  Xew  Hampshire, 
where  they  were  given  land  grants.  Erom 
that  state  the  paternal  grandfather  re- 
moved to  Vermont,  and  it  was  there  that  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1828. 
Completing  his  education  in  the  local  schools 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  finally  embarked 
in  business  as  a  boot  and  shoe  dealer  at 
Sheftield,  Vermont,  and  continued  the  same 
until  after  the  Ci\il  war  broke  out.  In  the 
spring  of  1862  he  entered  the  army  and  re- 
mained in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased. 
He  died  in  June,  1867.  His  widow  made 
her  home  with  our  subject  in  Illinois  from 
the  spring  of  1878  until  her  death  in  1888. 
Their  children  were  Theron  H.,  of  this  re- 
view; and  Ella,  wife  of  Dr.  T.  B.  Keene, 
of  Montezuma,  Iowa.  By  a  former  mar- 
riage the  father  had  two  sons,  M.  A.,  pub- 
lisher of  the  Democrat  at  Chetopa,  Kansas; 
and  Albert  S.,  a  grocer  of  Kewanee. 
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The  early  education  of  our  subject  was 
acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
Green  Mountain  state,  and  there  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  printer's  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  in  different  places  in  Ver- 
mont, first  at  Lyndon.  In  1877  he  came  to 
this  state  and  at  once  found  employment 
with  the  Kewanee  Courier.  He  spent  a 
few  months  in  Cambridge,  and  in  1878  be- 
came local  editor  of  the  Kewanee  Courier. 
In  the  fall  of  1879  he  leased  the  paper  in 
connection  with  his  brother,  and  they  car- 
ried it  on  together  for  six  years.  In  18S2 
Mr.  Chesley  purchased  the  whole  stock  and 
continued  its  publication  until  1892,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  L.  \\'.  Chand- 
ler, now  of  Independence,  Iowa.  In  the 
spring  of  1896  our  subject  started  a  daily, 
but  in  October  of  the  same  year  sold  out 
to  Delano  &  Henderson,  who  continued  its 
publication  for  about  eighteen  months.  j\Ir. 
Chesley  then  bought  back  the  Courier  plant 
and  organized  a  company.  In  1898  he  con- 
solidated the  Star  and  Courier,  and  became 
president  of  what  is  known  as  the  Kewanee 
Printing  and  Publishing  Company,  which 
issues  both  a  daily  and  weekly  journal  and 
also  does  job  printing  of  all  kinds.  He 
started  in  business  here  on  a  small  scale, 
but  his  office  is  now  equipped  with  the  most 
modern  improvements,  including  folding 
and  type-setting  machines.  He  owns  the 
building  occupied  by  him,  it  being  a  good 
brick  structure,  which,  with  adjoining- 
buildings,  occupy  64x100  feet  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Third  streets,  and  also 
has  a  pleasant  residence  in  Kewanee  be- 
sides farm  land  in  Nebraska.  Mr.  Ches- 
ley took  up  the  study  of  law  in  1891,  and 
four  years  later  entered  the  Kent  College 
of  Law  at  Chicago,  where  he  completetl  his 


studies  and  was  graduated  in  1896.  In  the 
spring  of  the  following  year  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Kewanee, 
and  has  already  met  with  fair  success  in  that 
enterprise. 

In  October,  1881,  Mr.  Chesley  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Minnie  Whit- 
ney, who  was  born  in  Hastings,  Minnesota, 
October  28,  1861,  but  was  living  with  her 
parents  in  Kewanee  at  that  time.  Her  fa- 
ther. Dr.  C.  N.  Whitney,  founded  the  Ke- 
wanee Courier  in  1876,  and  at  different 
tune  has  edited  the  Ouincy  \Miig  and  vari- 
ous papers  in  the  state.  He  is  a  well-edu- 
cated man,  who  has  been  a  Methodist 
preacher  and  temperance  lecturer,  but  is 
now  living  retired  at  Kingston,  Jamaica. 
]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Chesley  have  four  children, 
namely:  Merton  W.,  born  in  1882;  Willis 
F.,  in  1884;  Ella,  in  1887;  and  Theron  H., 
Jr.,  in  1893.  -'^ll  ^^'e  "ow  attending  school, 
and  the  oldest  son  also  aids  his  father  in  the 
printing  office. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  'Sir.  Ches- 
ley has  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  ad- 
vance its  interests  and  insure  its  success. 
He  served  as  postmaster  of  Kewanee  under 
President  Harrison's  administration,  from 
1 89 1  to  1895.  He  is  a  typical  business  man 
of  the  west — wide-awake  and  energetic^ 
and  in  his  undertakings  has  been  eminently 
successful.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member 
of  the  blue  lodge,  chapter  and  council  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Kewanee,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica, the  Royal  Circle  and  the  Mystic  Workers 
of  the  World.  Socially  he  is  quite  popular, 
being  genial  and  pleasant  in  manner,  and 
has  the  happy  faculty  of  making  friends 
readily,  and  as  easily  retaining  them.     He 
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gives  his  support  to  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  an  earnest 
member. 


GEORGE  ALLEN  VAWTER,  D.  D.  S. 

Among  the  representative  professional 
and  business  men  of  Henry  county,  none 
stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  general 
pubhc  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  business, 
professional  and  political  circles  of  the 
county  for  more  than  twenty-one  years.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  state,  born  in  Macomb, 
the  county  seat  of  jMcDonough  county, 
January  4,  1858.  His  father,  Allen  T. 
A'awter,  was  born  in  Cumberland  county, 
Kentucky,  December  14,  1830  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  AIcDonough  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  1833.  On  a  farm  near  Alacomb,  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  then  moved  to  the 
city  of  ]^lacomb,  in  1851,  when  he  engaged 
in  the  nursery  business,  being  one  of  the 
earliest  nurserymen  in  central  Illinois,  in 
which  line  of  business  he  is  still  engaged, 
having  a  record  of  forty-nine  years  of  con- 
tinual service  in  one  line  of  business. 

The  first  ancestor  of  the  family  settled 
in  \'irginia,  where  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Russell  Vawter,  was  born.  He 
always  lived  in  his  native  county,  Culpepper. 
His  son,  Be\-erly  Vawter,  was  born  in  Cul- 
pepper county,  Virginia,  September  22,  1782, 
and  when  twenty-one  years  old  he  moved  to 
Xorlh  Carolina  where,  on  the  13th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1807,  he  married  Elizabeth  Hutchins, 
In  1813  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  from  thence  to  McDonough 
county,  Illinois,  in  1833,  becoming  a  pioneer 
farmer  in  that  county,  where  he  died,  April 
21,  1845.     He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 


1812.  On  the  14th  of  March,  1854,  Allen 
T.  \'awter  was  united  in  marriage  with 
]SIiss  Florida  Elizabeth  Kellogg,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  born  June  9,  1836.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  in  the  Civil 
war  gave  his  life  for  his  country.  Of  the 
se\-en  children  born  to  Allen  T.  Vawter  and 
wife  but  three  survive — Lemuel  E.,  now  of 
Macomb,  Illinois;  Harry  ]M.,  a  dentist  of 
Knoxville,  Iowa,  and  a  director  in  one  of 
the  leading  banks  of  that  city ;  and  our  sub- 
ject. The  parents  are  both  members  of  the 
^Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Macomb, 
the  father  having  been  for  many  years  one 
of  its  trustees. 

In  the  public  schools  of  ^^lacomb,  Illi- 
nois, our  subject  received  his  education,  be- 
ing a  graduate  of  the  high  school  of  that 
city  in  the  class  of  1876.  Soon  after  hi& 
graduation  he  commenced  the  study  of 
dentistry  with  Dr.  H.  H.  Whissen,  of 
Macomb.  At  that  time  there  were  but  few 
dental  schools  in  existence,  and  the  differ- 
ent states  had  no  definite  requirements  for 
the  practice  of  dentistry.  In  after  years 
the  Doctor,  for  his  own  gratification,  took 
a  full  coiu'se  in  dentistry  in  the  dental  de- 
partment of  the  State  University  of  Iowa, 
graduating  from  that  institution  in  ?\Iarch, 
1894.  He  located,  however,  in  Cambridge, 
in  1879,  and  there  he  has  since  continued  to 
reside  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Few 
dentists,  even  in  the  larger  cities  have  had  a 
larger  or  more  lucratice  practice.  In  1892 
he  built  a  model  dental  office  of  the  cottage 
type,  surrounded  by  a  nice  lawn,  and  com- 
plete in  every  detail.  It  is  ecjuipped  with  a 
mantle  and  lircplace,  and  is  supplied  with 
hot  and  cold  water,  with  fountain  cuspidor. 
Telephones  and  electric  lights  show  evidence 
of  twentietii  century  progress.  It  lias  a 
large  plate  glass  window  in  the   front  and 
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aiK)thcr  one  in  the  north  wliicli  fnniishes 
the  light  with  which  to  operate  by.  and  witli 
the  aid  of  a  lady  assistant  his  office  is  always 
kept  neat  and  tidy. 

Dr.  Vawter  is  a  stalwart  Republican, 
and  he  has  always  been  a  hard  worker  for 
his  party.  At  present  he  is  chairman  of  the 
Republican  central  committee  of  Cambridge, 
in  which  position  he  has  shown  good  ex- 
ecutive ability,  doing  much  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  party.  He  has  served  on 
the  town  board  as  trustee,  and  also  as  presi- 
dent of  the  board.  \\'hile  on  the  board  he 
was  one  of  the  committee  that  put  in  the 
splendid  water  works  plant  of  Cambridge. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Eastej-n  Star,  and 
Si  Psi  Phi,  the  latter  being  a  dental  so- 
ciety. In  each  of  these  organizations  he  has 
taken  an  active  part. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  18S3,  Dr. 
Vawter  was  united  in  marriage  w'ith  Miss 
Nellie  I.  Gould,  daughter  of  L.  Y.  and 
Orlano  Paddock  (^lead)  Gould,  and  they 
reside  in  a  good  home  in  the  south  part  of 
the  city,  where  their  many  friends  always 
receive  a  cordial  welcome.  Thej-  attend  and 
support  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
wdiich  they  have  taken  much  interest,  though 
not  members.  For  a  number  of  years  the 
Doctor  has  been  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees. 

Dr.  \'awter  has  been  a  successful  busi- 
ness man,  and  he  is  essentially  a  self-made 
man.  Inheriting  no  property,  all  that  he 
has  gained  has  been  acquired  by  his  own 
exertions  and  good  management.  He  as- 
sisted in  organizing  one  of  the  banks  in 
Cambridge,  and  has  also  been  interested  in 
the  organization  of  others.  He  is  now  con- 
nected with  some  large  business  enterprises, 
among  which  is  the  Philippine  Lumber  and 


Development  Company,  of  which  he  is  a 
director.  The  company  is  composed  of  some 
of  the  wealthiest  and  best  business  men  in 
the  country.  The  Philippine  islands  con- 
tain vast  quantities  of  timber,  of  which  there 
are  more  than  four  hundred  varieties  ni 
hardwood,  at  least  fifty  having  a  high  com- 
mercial value.  The  company,  with  its  ample 
capital,  propose  acquiring  and  developing 
the  vast  resources  of  the  country,  and,  be- 
ing the  first  to  enter  the  field,  will  doubtless 
reap  bountifully.  The  Doctor  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Coliseum  Company  of 
Chicago,  the  directors  of  which  are  nearly 
identical  with  those  of  the  Philippine  Com- 
pany. Few  men,  with  the  limited  means  at 
their  disposal  in  commencing  life  have  ac- 
complished more  than  Dr.  Vaw'ter,  and  while 
he  has  been  prosperous,  he  is  unaffected  by 
his  gains,  is  easily  ajjproached,  and  enjoys 
in  a  high  degree  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  the  people  with  whom  he  has  so  long  been 
associated. 


ADAM  DUNLAP. 

Among  the  honored  citizens  and  retired 
farmers  of  Geneseo  none  is  more  worthy  of 
notice  in  this  volume  than  Adam  Dunlap, 
who  is  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest  at  his 
pleasant  home  on  North  State  street.  A  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Wayne  county 
on  the  i8th  of  December,  1833,  and  is  a  son 
of  W^illiam  and  Nancy  (Finley)  Dunlap, 
whose  birthplace  was  the  north  of  Ireland. 
Coming  to  America  in  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  father  located  in 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where  he  became 
owner  of  a  good  farm  of  three  hundred 
acres,  on  which  he  made  his  home  through- 
out the  remainder  of  his  life.     He  was  born 


3o8 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


in  1798,  and  died  February  23,  1852,  hav- 
ing only  survived  his  wife  nine  days,  her 
death  occurring  on  the  14th  of  the  same 
month.  Both  were  earnest  and  faitliful  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch,  and  were 
most  estimal)le  people.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Alargaret  is  now  the  wiilow 
of  A.  J.  Burns,  and  a  resident  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, California;  Thomas,  born  in  1832. 
died  September  15,  1885;  Adam,  our 
subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Elizabeth, 
born  November  23,  1836,  died  in  1838; 
Mary  E.,  born  in  1838,  married  John 
Schnebly,  died  in  Lucas  county,  Iowa,  in 
1869;  Alexander,  torn  January  13,  1841,  is 
engaged  in  farming  near  \\'interset,  Iowa; 
Xancy  J.  was  married  and  died  in  Califor- 
nia, August  15,  1866,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three;  James  P.,  born  April  18,  1845, 
is  a  druggist  and  express  agent  in  Califor- 
nia; William,  born  October  9,  1847,  died  in 
1857;  Archiliald  F.  is  editor  of  the  "Repor- 
ter," a  newspaper  in  West  Salem,  Ohio; 
and  Andrew  J.  is  section  boss  on  the  Erie 
railroad  at  that  place. 

The  early  life  of  Adam  Dunlap  was 
passed  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  his  ed- 
ucation was  obtained  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  In  1852  he  started 
out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
two  years  later  came  to  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  Phenix  township,  where 
he  worked  on  a  farm  until  after  the  Civil 
war  broke  out.  In  1862  he  responded  to  his 
country's  call  for  aid  by  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany K.  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illinois 
\'o]unteer  Infantry.  His  first  engagement 
was  the  battle  of  Richmond,  Kentucky,  and 
the  winter  of  1862-3  was  spent  in  that  state. 
The  following  spring  the  regiment  went  in 
pursuit  of  Morgan,  and  was  later  at  Camp 
Nelson  on  the  Cumberland  river.     Being  ill 


and  unable  to  engage  in  active  army  service 
Mr.  Dunlap  was  transferred  to  the  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  and  sent  to  Jeffersonville, 
Indiana,  and  later  to  Madison.  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  luitil  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment exjiired.  being  mustered  out  in  1865. 

Returning  to  Illinois,  he  was  married  on 
the  lotli  of  August,  that  year,  to  Mrs.  'Ma.- 
linda  Merriman,  who  was  born  on  the  26th 
of  May,  181 3,  in  New  York  state,  and  died 
March  24,  1891.  She  was  a  consistent  mem- 
lier  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  highly  i-espected  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  her.  There  were  no  children  by  this 
union  but  by  her  former  marriage  ilrs.  Dun- 
lap had  six  children,  of  whom  mention  is 
made  in  the  sketch  of  William  [Merriman  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  Our  subject 
was  again  married  December  5.  1895,  his 
second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Caroline 
Sieben,  widow  of  \'alentine  Seiben,  of  this 
county.  She  was  born  November  19,  1839, 
and  died  November  29,  1898.  She  held 
membership  with  the  United  Evangelical 
Church.  On  the  23d  of  October,  1900,  Mr. 
Dunlap  married  ]\Irs.  Lavilla  Schnaufer, 
widow  of  Jacob  Schnaufer,  and  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  ]\Iary  Fatzinger,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  Mrs.  Dunlap  was  also 
born.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  two 
children,  George  D.,  who  is  living  with 
our  subject,  and  Frank  J.,  now  attending 
Northwestern  College,  Napierville,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Dunlap  is  a  Methodist  in  religious 
belief,  and  officially  connected  with  the 
church  of  that  denomination  at  Geneseo. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Jenkins  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  politically  is  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party.  For  many  years  he 
was  one  of  the  active  and  progressive  far- 
mers of  Henry  county,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
most  reliable  and  honored  citizens,  ami  now 
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in  his  declining  years  he  is  enjoying  a  well- 
■earned  rest,  free  from  the  cares  and  respon- 
sibilities of  business  life.  Throughout  the 
•county  he  is  widely  and  fa\-orably  known. 


JOHN  M.  DAMS. 

John  M.  Davis,  the  well-known  alderman 
of  the  first  ward  of  Kewanee,  Illinois,  was 
Lorn  in  Wales,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1865, 
and  the  following  year  was  brought  to  Amer- 
ica by  his  parents,  Morgan  and  Joanna 
Davis,  who  first  settled  in  Utah,  but  two 
years  later  removed  to  Joliet,  Illinois. 
Troughout  his  active  business  life  the  father 
was  employed  as  a  roller  in  a  rolling  mill. 
He  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life 
in  1882,  at  the  age  of  si.xty-three.  They 
were  formerly  connected  with  the  Latter  Day 
Saints,  but  later  held  membership  in  the 
^Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  To  this  wor- 
thy couple  were  born  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest.  His 
brothers  and  sisters  who  are  still  li\-ing  are 
William,  who  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Wales;  David,  a  resident  of  Idaho;  Morgan, 
of  Illinois;  Jane,  wife  of  William  Pickerel, 
of  South  Chicago,  Illinois;  May  A.,  widow 
of  James  Mathews;  and  Miriam,  wife  of 
John  Fellen,  a  coal  miner  of  Kewanee,  all 
of  whom  are  living. 

John  M.  Davis  was  reared  in  Joliet,  Illi- 
nois, and  received  his  education  in  its  pub- 
lic schools.  He  began  his  business  career 
as  a  nail  packer ;  then  for  over  a  year  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  nails  in  Chi- 
cago as  an  employe;  later  was  employed  iii 
the  steel  department  of  a  rail  mill  and  subse- 
■quently  learned  the  puddler's  trade,  to  wnich 


he  has  since  devoted  his  energies.  In  1884 
he  came  to  Kewanee,  and  has  since  been  em- 
ployed in  the  rolling  mill  at  this  place,  as  a 
puddler. 

Here  Mr.  Davis  was  married,  in  1886,  to 
Emily  Jones,  who  was  born  in  Kewanee 
township,  this  county,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Margaret  Jones.  She  is  one  of  a  fam- 
ily of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing are  living :  William,  a  resident  of  Ke- 
wanee, who  married  Martha  Jenkins  and  has 
five  children,  John,  Lizzie,  Cassie,  George 
and  James;  Jennie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Carr 
Mittin,  of  Kewanee,  and  has  two  children, 
George  and  Audrey;  and  Cassie,  wife  of 
James  Mercer,  of  Kewanee,  by  whom  she  has 
three  children,  Jessie,  Lola  and  Claude.  Mary 
J.,  another  sister  of  Mrs.  Davis,  wedded 
Thomas  Palmer,  and  died  in  1893,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-nine  years,  leaving  four  children, 
;\Iargaret,  Abram,  Emma  and  May.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  born  five  children, 
of  whom  the  eldest,  David,  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  months.  Those  living  are 
Raymond,  Opal,  Harry  and  Mary  A. 
George  Jones  was  born  in  Wales,  January 
I,  1830,  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Birch,  was 
also  born  in  Wales  June  20,  1832,  and  was 
there  married  and  came  to  Pennsylvania 
where  they  located  about  1865.  About 
1867  they  moved  to  Kewanee  township 
where  he  bought  a  farm  and  lived  until  re- 
tiring to  Kewanee  in  1887.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Latter  Day  Saints.  He  was  tax 
colector  of  the  city  one  term. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Davis  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  with 
which  his  father  and  the  other  members  of 
the  family  also  aftiliated.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  in  April,  1900 
was  elected  alderman  of  the  first  ward  of  Ke- 
wanee, which  office  he  is  now  most  creditably 
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and  satisfactorily  liiling-.  He  is  now  serving 
as  chairman  of  the  hail  committee,  and  is 
also  chairman  of  the  committee  on  sewers 
and  nuisances.  He  belongs  to  the  Royal 
Circle  and  Kewanee  Lodge,  Xo.  3,  of  the 
Amalgamated  Association  of  the  lri)n.  Steel 
&  Tin  Workers  of  which  he  is  now  treas- 
urer. Mrs.  Davis  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist  Church. 


JOSEPH   H.   RINK. 

The  motto  "merit  always  commands  its 
reward"  is  well  exemplified  with  the  career 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  after  many 
years  of  active  labor  is  now  li\-ing  a  retired 
life  in  Geneseo,  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life  which 
have  been  gained  through  former  toil.  He 
■was  born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  October  24, 
1833,  and  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  par- 
ents, Joseph  Herman  and  Magdeline 
(Smith)  Rink.  After  spending  a  short  time 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  they  came  west  and 
settled  on  the  Rock  River  bottom.  It  was 
not  long  after  this,  however,  that  the  family 
took  up  government  land  in  Loraine  town- 
ship, this  county,  and  transformed  the  wild 
tract  into  a  good  farm.  There  the  parents 
both  died  at  an  advanced  age,  and  were 
buried  in  Eight  Mile  (iro\e  cemetery,  Lo- 
raine t(jwnshii).  In  their  family  were  si.x 
children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  jMr. 
Rink  being  the  only  surviving  son. 

Joseph  Rink  continued  to  reside  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Loraine  township  until 
1899,  when  he  removed  to  Geneseo,  and  has 
since  lived  a  retired  life.  On  first  coming  to 
this  county  he  took  up  forty  acres  of  land, 
to  wliich  he  added  from  time  to  time  as  his 


financial  resources  permitted  until  he  owned 
seven  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
improved  with  good  buildings.  Since  his  re- 
mu\-al  to  Geneseo  he  has  erected  a  large  and 
motlern  city  residence  on  Palace  street,  where 
he  is  now  li\-ing  in  ease  and  quiet. 

At  Hooppole,  Illinois,  he  was  married, 
March  11,  1857,  to  Aliss  Helen  Egert,  also  a 
nati\'e  of  Alsace,  Germany,  and  one  of  a 
family  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living.  She  was  fifteen  years  of  age 
on  her  emigration  to  the  new  world  in  com- 
pany with  her  parents,  George  and  Anastasia 
(Yagley)  Egert,  who  located  at  Hooppole. 
There  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  si.xty- 
three,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 

Of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rink  six  are  living,  namely  :  ( i )  Frank 
is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Loraine  township, 
this  county,  though  a  part  of  his  farm  is  in 
^\'hiteside  county.  He  married  Kate  Kirsh- 
ner  and  they  ha\e  four  children,  Ida,  Law- 
rence, Cletus  and  Etta.  (2)  Lewis  lives 
on  the  okl  homestead  in  Loraine  township. 
(3)  Joseph,  a  farmer  of  the  same  townshii). 
married  Nellie  Collins,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Ruth  and  an  infant.  (4)  Sarah 
and  (5)  \\"illiam  are  lioth  with  their  par- 
ents.    (_())  Mathias  lives  on  the  home  farm. 

yir.  Rink  and  his  family  are  communi- 
cants of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
are  people  of  prominence  in  the  community 
where  they  reside.  Their  new  home,  erected 
in  1900,  is  one  of  the  finest  of  Geneseo.  Mr. 
]\ink  was  very  poor  when  he  started  out  in 
life  for  himself.  As  his  father  was  paralyzed 
and  unable  to  care  for  himself  and  family 
thus  the  burden  fell  upon  the  shoulders  of 
the  young  man  who,  however,  was  equal  to 
the  emergency,  and  well  did  he  perform  its 
arduous  duties.     By  industry,  energy  and 
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good  management  he  worked  his  way  stead- 
ily upward  until  he  became  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  citizens  of  Loraine  township, 
having  accumulated  a  handsome  property. 
Recently  he  has  been  afflicted  with  deafness, 
now  being  unable  to  carry  on  a  conversation 
except  in  writing,  but  he  bears  patiently 
liis  great  affliction,  and  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  all  that  is  going  on  about  him,  especially 
in  that  pertaining  to  the  welfare  and  happi- 
ness of  his  family. 


ERICK  HANSON. 

Erick  Hanson,  whose  home  is  at  711 
South  Tremont  street,  Kewanee,  Illinois, 
was  born  near  Stockholm,  Sweden,  on  the 
24th  of  January,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Hans 
and  Anna  Anderson,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  that  country.  The  father  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  in  early  life  and  ever 
afterward  followed  contracting  and  building. 
He  died  at  the  ripe, old  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  and  his  wife's  death  occurred  when 
she  was  seventy-four  years  of  age.  In  their 
family  were  twelve  children  who  reached' 
years  of  maturity,  namely:  Mary,  John, 
Anna,  Peter,  Erick,  Carrie,  Sophia,  Emma, 
Letta,  Axel,  Hattie  and  August.  Peter  is 
now  deceased;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  j\lr. 
Bergren  of  Michigan ;  and  the  others  are  all 
residents  of  Sweden  with  the  exception  of 
our  subject. 

Erick  Hanson  -was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  nati\-e  land.  When  his 
school  days  were  over  he  learnetl  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  which  he  followed  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  and  then  gave  his  at- 
tention to  carpenter  work,  being  a  natural 
mechanic  and  skillful  in  the  use  of  all  kinds 


of  tools.  In  1870  he  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Aloline,  Illinois,  where  he  spent  two  years 
and  a  half.  He  then  removed  to  Geneseo, 
where  he  built  a  fine  home  and  he  followed 
shoemaking  until  1892,  since  which  time  he 
has  engaged  in  carpentering  in  connection 
with  otherwork.  Since  the  fall  of  1900  he 
has  made  his  home  in  Kewanee,  and  al- 
though his  residence  here  is  of  short  duration 
he  has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  either 
in  business  or  social  life.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  nice  home  in  this  city,  having  sold  his 
Geneseo  residence. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  187-',  at 
Geneseo,  Mr.  Hanson  married  ^liss  Chris- 
tina L.  M.  Ericson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  born 
December  i,  1849,  who  came  to  America  in 
1 87 1.  Six  years  later  her  parents,  Alex- 
ander and  Stinagreta  (Swanson)  Erickson, 
also  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  first 
at  Geneseo.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of 
eight}--two  years,  but  the  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  an  honored 
and  highly  respected  resident  of  Kewanee. 
-Mrs.  Hanson  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of 
four  children,  the  others  being  Caroline, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  _ Peterson 
and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years; 
Peter,  who  died  February  i,  1898,  at  the 
age  (id  forty-two  years;  and  A.  G.,  a  farmer 
of  Kewanee  township. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  are  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  namely:  Almina  M.,  a 
successful  dressmaker  of  Kewanee,  takes  a 
great  interest  in  church  work  and  has  been 
a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  for  the  past 
ten  years.  Nellie  D.  was  educated  at  the 
Geneseo  high  school,  and  for  seven  years 
has  taught  in  the  schouls  in  Henry  county, 
in  the    meantime    attending    the    teachers' 
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training  scliool,  known  at  tlie  X.  I.  T.  I., 
for  five  summers.  Ellen  E.  is  a  photog- 
rapher of  Genesee.  ]Martin  E.  was  graduated 
from  the  Geneseo  Collegiate  Institute  in 
1900,  and  is  now  taking  a  post-gaduate 
course.  He  took  first  prize  in  a  declamatory 
contest  held  at  Geneseo  May  25,  1900,  re- 
ceiving ten  dollars  in  gold,  and  was  president 
of  his  class  which  numbered  eighteen.  Su- 
san yi.  is  clerking  in  Kewanee.  Florence  C. 
and  Paulus  F.  are  both  attending  the  public 
schools.  Otelius  L.  died  January  5,  1896, 
at  the  age  of  two  years,  three  months  and 
nineteen  days.  The  family  hold  membership 
in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  while 
a  resident  of  Geneseo  Mr.  Hanson  served  as 
janitor  of  his  church  for  four  years,  and 
and  also  acted  as  librarian,  having  charge  of 
three  hundred  volumes  published  in  both 
English  and  Swedish.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  also  members  of  the  Fraternal  Tribune 
of  which  he  is  now  trustee  and  are  held  in 
high  regard  bv  all  who  know  them. 


LEVI  FRONK. 


Among  the  honored  pioneers  and  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  Henry  county  was  num- 
bered Levi  Fronk,  now  deceased.  He  was 
born  in  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  4th  of  December,  181 5,  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Sarah  Fronk.  Dauphin  county  was 
also  the  birth  ])lace  of  his  father,  who 
throughout  his  active  business  life  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming.  About  1841  he 
came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  settled 
in  Cornwall  township,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  about 
thirty  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
His  wife  died  two  years  previous  at  the  age 


of  sixty.  They  were  the  parents  of  five- 
children  of  whom  one  is  still  living. 

Levi  Fronk  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  there  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  coming  to  this  county 
in  1838.  He  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  rich  land  in 
Cornwall  tijwnship.  which  was  all  wild  whea 
it  came  into  his  possession.  He  erected 
thereon  a  log  house  in  which  tlie  family 
lived  while  he  broke  the  virgin  soil  and  im- 
proved the  place.  He  was  a  hard  working, 
industrious  man,  and  through  his  well  di- 
rected efforts  accumulated  a  comfortable 
competence.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  engaged  in  stock  raising  to  some 
extent.  About  1885  he  laid  aside  business 
cares  and  removed  to  Geneseo,  where  he- 
spent  his  remaining  days  in  ease  and  quiet 
at  his  pleasant  home  on  East  Pearl  street. 
There  he  died  after  two  3-ears'  illness  No- 
vember 14.  1900,  and  was  laid  to  rest  ii' 
Liberty  churchyard. 

Before  leaving  Pennsylvania  'Sir.  Fronk 
married.  January  i.  1838,  to  Miss  Xancy 
Shields,  a  native  of  Juniata  county,  that 
state,  where  she  resided  until  her  marriage. 
Her  parents,  Frank  and  -Mary  (Baricke- 
man)  Shields,  were  life-long  residents  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  She  is  the  only  one  of  their 
ten  children  now  living.  Unto  ?klr.  and 
IMrs.  Fronk  were  b<irn  twelve  children,  as 
follows:  Henrietta,  wife  of  John  Murphy, 
a  retired  farmer  of  Geneseo,  by  whom, 
she  has  three  children.  Flora,  X'ancy  and 
Emma;  Sarah,  wife  of  Sheldon  H.  Ayres., 
a  farmer  of  Olathe,  Kansas;  Rebecca,  wife 
of  Wiliam  Bellairs,  of  \'alley  Junction, 
Iowa;  Cyrus,  who  died  Xovember  29,  18S3,. 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years;  Matilda,, 
widow  of  George  Armstrong,  of  Cornwall 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


township,  this  county,  who  died  August  9, 
1900,  aged  forty-seven  years;  Joseph  L.,  a 
resident  of  Grant  City,  Missouri;  Clemen- 
tine, wife  of  Bryan  Runiler,  of  Cambridge, 
Ilhnois;  Henry  B.,  a  resident  of  Kansas 
City;  Margaret,  wife  of  a  ]\Ir.  Rowe,  of 
Grass  Valle}',  CaHfornia;  Tamson,  wife  of 
Andrew  Rush,  of  Chicago,  by  whom  siie  has 
one  son,  Edward;  EUen.  wlio  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  John,  a  resident  of  Haniiltmi, 
]\Iissouri. 

On  coming  to  Henry  county  ^Ir.  Fronk 
found  this  region  nearly  all  wild  with  very 
few  settlements;  the  houses  were  widely 
scattered  and  deer  and  wolves  were  often 
seen  on  the  prairies,  but  during  his  residence 
here  this  was  all  changed,  the  county  became 
thickly  settled,  and  highly  cultivated  farms 
and  thriving  cities  and  towns  were  to  be 
seen  in  every  direction.  In  the  work  of 
development  and  progress  he  ever  bore  his 
part  and  was  accounted  one  of  the  most  use- 
ful and  valued  citizens  of  his  community. 
By  his  ballot  he  supported  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen  he  adx'ocated  all 
measures  tending  to  improve  or  advance  the 
interests  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived.  He  was  an  active  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  a 
m.an  who  made  many  friends  and  no 
enemies,  being  generous,  honest,  and  upright 
in  all  his  dealings. 


WILLIA^I  WILSOX   STE\'ENS. 

William  Wilson  Stevens,  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  honored  and  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Kewanee.  He  was  born  in  Pem- 
broke, New  York,  August    13,     1822,    his 


parents  being  Ira  and  Elizabeth  (Webb) 
Stevens,  who  came  to  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  1850  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Weth- 
ersfield  township,  which  the  father  operated 
until  his  death.  His  wife  had 'died  several 
years  previously,  passing  away  in  1853. 
They  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard  by 
all  who  knew  them.  Of  their  five  children 
\\'illiam  W.  was  the  oldest;  Charlotte  first 
married  a  Mr.  Harding , and  second  a  Mr. 
Wood,  and  is  now  deceased ;  Adelaide  is  the 
wife  of  Rev.  John  Thompson,  district  super- 
intendent of  the  Bible  Society  in  Califor- 
nia; Isabel  married  Andrew  Ziegler  and 
died  in  California;  and  Ira  is  a  farmer  of 
Iowa. 

In  his  native  state  \\"illiam  W.  Stevens 
was  reared  and  educated.  In  early  life  he 
traveled  extensively  through  the  southern 
states  as  salesman  for  a  Xew  \  ork  con- 
cern, and  made  his  home  in  St.  Louis,  [Mis- 
souri, for  many  years.  From  there  he  came 
to  \\'ethersfield,  where  he  owned  a  large 
farm  and  other  property.  He  was  married 
November  2,  1854,  to  Miss  Nancy  M. 
Loomis,  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Celah  and  Easther  (Howard)  Loomis 
of  that  state,  but  who  located  in  Wethers- 
field  township  in  1850,  where  he  lived  a  re- 
tired life.  The  father  was  born  April  25, 
1785,  and  died  February  8,  1872,  while  the 
mother  was  born  November  2,  1784,  and 
died  December  14,  1870.  Both  were  earnest 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  in  which  the  father  served  as 
deacon  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
To  them  were  born  nine  children,  of  whom 
two  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were  ^lary 
S.,  who  wedded  Joseph  A.  Talcott  and  both 
are  now  deceased;  Harriet  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Albert  Kellogg  and  died  in  Wethers- 
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field,  tliis  oiuulv;  William  C.  who  married 
Emelinc  Ishel  and  died  in  Henry  county, 
his  widow  heing  still  a  resident  of  Kewanee: 
Lyman,  who  died  in  Michigan;  Cynthia, 
deceased  wife  of  A.  Chapin;  Orin  H.,  who 
is  represented  on  another  page  of  this  vul- 
nme:  and  Xancy  ^I.,  now  Airs.  Stevens. 
The  five  children  horn  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife  were  as  follows:  Elizabeth  \\'.. 
v.ile  of  William  H.  Lyman,  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  well-known  firm  of  Lay  &  Ly- 
man, merchants  of  Kewanee,  and  by  whom 
she  has  one  son,  W.  H.,  Jr. ;  Clark  L.,  \\ho 
is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  in  Kewanee;  Hilary  C,  wife  of  C. 
B.  riatt,  (jf  \'an  ]\Ieter,  Iowa,  by  whom  she 
has  one  child,  Allen  S. ;  Helen  L.,  and 
William  1  Inward,  who  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  and  died  in  1859,  at  the  age  of 
three  years. 

It  was  in  1.S54  that  Air.  Stevens  came  to 
Henry  ciunty.  and  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  made  his  home  in  \\'ethers- 
field  and  Kewanee.  He  was  here  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  for  a  few  A'ears. 
but  practically  lived  retired,  although 
serving  as  due  >>\  the  early  directors  of  the 
Union  Xali.Mial  I'.ank.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  schiHil  board  for  nine  vears.  and 
also  served  on  the  town  board  fir  a  time. 
By  his  ballot  he  supported  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Re]jublican  ])arty.  and 
was  an  acli\e  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  I'hurcli.  to  which  his  widow- 
also  belongs.  He  died  .March  2T,.  1900.  at 
the  age  of  .seventy-.seven  years,  and  his  death 
occasioneil  the  deepest  regret  throughout 
the  community.  1  le  was  a  man  of  the  high- 
est respectability,  and  those  who  were  most 
intimately  associated  with  him  speak  in  un- 
qualified terms  of  his  sterling  integrity,  his 
honor  in  business    and  his    fidelity  to    the 


duties  of  public  and  private  life.  He  was 
faithful  to  his  church,  to  his  country  and  to 
his  friends,  and  in  his  home  was  a  most  ex- 
emplary husband  and  father.  Mrs.  Stevens 
is  an  estimable  lady  of  many  sterling  quali- 
ties, and  has  a  large  circle  of  friends  in  the 
communitv. 


L^AIES  BLAIR. 


James  Blair,  deceased,  was  for  thirty 
years  a  prominent  farmer  of  Kewanee  town- 
ship, owning"  and  operating  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  18,  where  his 
widow  now  resides.  He  was  born  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1829,  a 
.son  of  James  and  Alargaret  (Hall  Blair. 
The  father  was  born  in  Cadiz,  Ohio,  and 
removed  early  to  Peoria  county,  Illinois, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1850.  The 
mother  was  a  natixe  of  County  Armagh, 
Irelanil,  and  was  se\"enteen  years  of  age  wdien 
she  came  with  her  parents  to  the  L^nited 
States.  She  ilietl  in  this  county  about  1866. 
Of  her  seven  children  only  one  is  now  liv- 
ing, David,  a  resident  of  Silver  Creek,  Xe- 
braska. 

On  reaching  manhood  James  Blair  was 
married  in  La  Salle  county,  Illinois,  Decem- 
lier  _'6,  1S54.  to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Emerson, 
who  was  born  in  Crecnbriar  county.  West 
X'irginia,  Alay  iS.  1  S30.  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Beniamin  .'uid  Mary  (Hinkley)  Emerson, 
born  in  -Massachusetts  and  Ohio,  respect- 
i\ely.  He  came  to  Ohio,  w  here  he  was  mar- 
ried, ami  soon  after  moved  to  West  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  died  December  _>8,  1859, 
and  his  wife  December  20.  1893.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church. 
The  children  born  to  our  subject  .-ind  his 
wife  were  as  follows:  {\)  .\nu>s,  born   |une 


JAMES   BLAIR. 


MRS.   LYDIA   E.   BLAIR. 
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6,  1856,  married  Evelyn  Lorey,  and  lives  on 
the  adjoining  farm.  (2)  Augusta,  born 
January  16,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  William 
D.  Oliver,  a  farmer  of  Burns  township,  and 
they  have  three  children,  James  C,  Perry  A. 
and  Harold  C.  (3)  John  L.,  born  in  Ke- 
wanee  township  August  31,  1859,  married 
Fannie  Scott,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Florence  F.  and  Ellis  S.  (4)  Benjamin  W, 
born  February  12,  1862,  is  a  farmer  of  El- 
mira  township,  Stark  county,  Illinois.  He 
wedded  Mary  H.  Avery,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Orlando  V.,  Alice  A.,  Elsie  I.  and 
Virgil.  ( 5 )  ]\Iary  Elma  born  December  30, 
1863,  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Milburn,  of 
Burns  township,  Henry  county,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  three  children,  Lee,  Edith 
May  and  Cecil.  (6)  Sarah  Ella,  twin  sis- 
ter of  Mary  Elma,  died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
four  3'ears  and  four  months,  having  been  ac- 
cidentally burned,  from  the  effects  of  which 
she  never  recovered.  (7)  Lucy  Ida,  born 
August  3,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  H. 
Ensminger,  a  farmer  of  Wethersfield  town- 
ship, and  they  have  two  children,  Alta  May 
and  Hazel  Fern. 

In  1856,  soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Blair  came  to  Henry  county,  and  rented  the 
John  Rathbon  farm  in  Burns  township  for 
three  years.  His  first  purchase  of  land  con- 
sisted of  ten  acres  in  Kewanee  township,  for 
■which  he  paid  fifty  dollars,  and  from  which 
he  cut  the  timber.  Later  he  liought  twenty 
acres  for  twenty  dollars  per  acre,  and  sub- 
sequently sold  the  tract  to  F.  Gunther  for 
five  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.  He 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  the  home- 
stead.to  which  he  later  added  another  eighty- 
acre  tract.  He  placed  the  land  under  culti- 
vation and  made  many  permanent  improve- 
ments thereon.  Here  he  made  his  home  until 
■called  to  his  final  rest,  on  the  i  sth  <>i  |ulv. 


1883.  He  was  widely  and  faxorably  known 
throughout  the  county  where  the  best  years 
of  his  life  were  passed,  and  he  always  com- 
manded the  confidence  and  respect  of  those 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact  either  in 
business  or  .social  life.  Mrs.  Blair  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Ebenezer,  Burns  township,  and,  like  her  hus- 
l)and,  she  is  hekl  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
know  her. 


SAML 


GOEAIBEL. 


The  subect  of  this  sketch  is  a  leading 
representative  of  the  business  interests  of 
Geneseo,  Illinois,  where  he  is  extensively 
engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  grain,  and 
also  deals  in  hard  and  soft  coal.  A  native 
of  this  state,  he  was  born  in  Tazewell 
county,  March  12,  1850,  his  parents  being 
Jacob  and  Louisa  (Luther)  Goembel.  The 
father  was  born  in  Xiederaula.  Kreis 
Herschfeld,  Kurfeustenthun,  Hessen.  Ger- 
many, on  the  17th  of  May,  1824,  and  in 
1834  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  Se- 
bastian and  Anna  (Schaeffer)  Goembel. 
After  sixty-three  days  upon  the  water,  the 
family  landed  at  New  Orleans,  June  9, 
1834,  whence  they  proceeded  uj)  the  Miss- 
issippi and  Illinois  rivers  to  Peoria,  and 
across  the  country  to  Tazewell  county.  Illi- 
nois, where  Seljastian  Goembel  bought  a 
farm  and  also  secured  a  quarter  section  of 
government  land.  His  last  days  were  spent 
in  Washington,  that  county,  where  he  died 
at  about  the  age  of  seventy-six  rears.  His 
vife  was  over  eighty-three  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  her  death.  For  many  years  they 
held  membership  in  the  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion, and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.     Of  their  nine  children  onlv  the 
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eldest  daughter.  Catlierine.  wife  of  John 
Minch,  of  W'asliington,  and  Jac<^ib,  fatlier  of 
our  subject,  are  now  Hving. 

Jacob  Goembel  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  educated  in  the  German  language, 
having  never  attended  English  schools. 
The  family  came  directly  to  Peoria.  Illinois. 
They  located  fi\e  miles  from  that  city,  in 
Tazewell  county,  where  he  assisted  his 
father  and  older  brother  in  opening  up  a 
farm.  They  marketed  their  grain  in  Chi- 
cago, conveying  it  thither  with  a  fnur- 
horse  team,  such  as  is  now  seldom  seen  in 
this  part  of  the  west.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  he  left  the  farm  and  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  worked  as  a  teamster  for  ten  dol- 
lars per  month.  In  1846  he  was  married  in 
Lake  county,  Illinois,  to  Miss  Louisa  Lu- 
ther, a  nati\-e  of  New  York,  born  January 
28.  1826.  and  a  daughter  of  John  Jacob  Lu- 
ther, wild  came  to  this  country  from  Ger- 
many about  182 r.  .She  is  one  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. After  his  marriage  Mr.  Goembel 
worked  in  a  sLnughter  house  in  IViria  for  a 
year,  and  liien  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  Farm  creek,  Tazewell  CDuntv,  which 
he  sold  in  1851  on  coming  to  Henry  county. 
Here  he  entered  a  tract  of  government  land 
on  section  30,  Yorktown  township,  and  en- 
gaged in  its  cultivation  until  1863,  when  he 
bought  annther  farm  in  the  same  locality, 
and  made  his  home  tliere  until  his  removal 
to  Geneseo  in  1876.  He  is  still  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  tract  of  ninety-one  acres  in 
Yorktown  township,  but  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  in  Geneseo.  Ills  political  sui)- 
port  is  given  the  Republican  ])arty.  and  he 
lilled  the  office  of  school  trustee  for  many 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  he 
is  now  a  trustee  of  the  church. 


This  worthy  couple  are  the  iiarents  of 
nine  children,  namely :  W.  Sydney,  a  resi- 
dent of  Geneseo,  married  Laura  Early  and 
l:ad  three  children,  Lowell  (deceased,  Ethel 
and  Leanora;  Samuel,  our  subject,  is  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Edward,  a  farmer  of  York- 
town  township,  married  Emma  Rapp  and 
has  three  children,  Ada,  Harvey  and  Bessie ; 
Peter,  a  farmer  of  Minnesota,  married 
Christina  Rapp  and  has  six  children,  Olive, 
Arthur,  Jesse,  Perry,  Edith  and  Vernon; 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Glabe,  a  contrac- 
tor of  Tazewell  county;  Lydia  is  the  wife  of 
Isaac  Krimbill,  of  Alinnesota,  and  has  five 
children,  Blanche,  \'era,  ^^'innie,  Clarence 
and  Archie;  John  E.,  an  attorney  of  Rock- 
ford,  Illinois,  married  ^Minnie  Grosskopp; 
\\'ilhelmina  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years; 
and  Catherine  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months. 

Samuel  Goembel  attended  the  district 
school  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
assisted  his  father  in  the  wtirk  of  the  home 
farm  until  he  attained  his  majority.  After 
leaving  the  parental  roof  he  continued  to 
engage  in  agricultural  iiursuits  until  July 
31,  1S97,  when  he  came  to  Gene.seo  and  em- 
barked in  the  grain  and  coal  business,  which 
he  is  now  so  successfully  carrying  on.  He 
owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
Avel  improved  and  highly  culti\-ated  land  in 
Yorktown  and  Loraine  townships,  this 
townships,  this  county,  besides  his  pleasant 
residence  and  two  lots  in  Geneseo,  where  he 
resides.  He  also  has  a  half  interest  in  the 
-Arnold  &  Goembel  ele\-ator  at  this  place. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1872,  Mr.  Goem- 
bel was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Re- 
becca Zinser,  of  Washington,  Tazewell 
county,  who  was  born  in  Clark  county,  this 
state,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Catherine 
(Tobias)    Zinser.     Her    father,    who    was- 
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born  in  1818,  died  in  1884.  while  Iier  niother 
died  in  October,  1899,  at  the  age  of  nearly 
seventy-six  years.  In  their  family  were 
eleven  children  as  follows :  Frank,  married 
Agnes  Casebeer,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is 
now-  engaged  in.  dairy  farming  in  Colorado ; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Adam  Coker,  a  farmer 
of  Tazewell  county,  Illinois;  Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  John  Ott,  of  Clear  Lake,  Iowa; 
Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Amos  Smith,  of 
Plainfield,  Illinois;  Rebecca,  wife  of  our 
subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  George 
married  Priscilla  Boyer,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  of  Manhattan,  Illi- 
nois; Solomon  married  Lizzie  Bloomershine 
and  follows  farming  in  Tazewell  county; 
Amelia  is  the  wife  of  George  Ferner.  of 
Washington,  Illinois;  Daniel  married  Sarah 
Goesle  and  lives  in  Chicago;  Sophia  is  the 
widow  of  Edward  Kale  and  a  resident  of 
Washington,  Illinois;  and  two  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Goembel  are  the  parents 
of  nine  children:  Harry  S.,  who  married 
Ida  Apples  and  has  two  children,  Russell 
and  Harold;  Franklin  J.,  who  married 
Sarah  Weiterholt  and  lives  an  a  farm  in 
this  county;  Sylva  Etta,  wife  of  William 
Countryman,  living  on  section  20,  Yorktown 
township;  Lottie  Viola,  wife  of  Edwin 
Countryman,  a  carpenter  and  contractor  of 
Hooppole,,  by  whom  she  has  one  child 
Ruth';  and  Mabel  B.,  Emory  W.,  Estella, 
Roscoe  G.  and  Cassie  L.,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Goembel  and  wife  hold  membership 
in  Grace  United  Evangelical  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a  trustee,  and  he  also  belongs  to 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Globe.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  is  independent.  For  twelve  _\ears 
he  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
and  was  township  clerk  eight  years.    Of  ex- 


cellent business  abilit}-  and  broad  re- 
sources, he  has  attained  a  prominent  place- 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  part 
of  the  county,  and  has  won  success  by  his 
well-directed,  energetic  efforts,  his  pros- 
perity being  well  deserved. 


A.  C.  TAYLOR. 

Among  Henry  county's  nati\-e  sons  is- 
this  well-known  business  man  of  Kewanee, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Wethedsfield  town- 
ship on  the  2^(1  of  ^lay,  1855.  His' father, 
John  Taylor,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  which  state  the  grandfather,  David  Tay- 
lor, was  a  life-long  resident,  his  occupation 
being  that  of  farming.  In  the  latter's  family 
were  five  children,  namely:  David;  Enoch, 
a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania; 
John,  father  of  our  subject;  Ellen,  wife  o£ 
Garrett  Brown,  of  Kewanee,  Illinois ;  and 
Mary,  widow  nf  E.  T.  Bevan,  who  was  a 
farmer  of  \\'ethersfield  township,  this- 
count}'.  John  Taylor  recei\-ed  his  education, 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  state, 
and  in  early  life  learned  the  trade  of  broom 
making.  In  1850  he  came  to  Henry  county,. 
Illinois,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Weth- 
ersfield  township,  where  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  the  only 
improvement  thereon  being  a  small  house. 
He  broke  his  land  with  oxen  and  placed  it 
under  cultivation.  As  his  iinancial  re- 
sources increased  he  added  to  his  landed 
possessions  from  time  to  time  until  he  had 
six  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  of  which  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  were  in  Henry 
county,  while  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
this  amount  were  in  Galva  townshii)  and  the 
remainder   in   ^^'ethersfield    township.      He 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


inarried  I)el)orali  J  Barrett,  whose  parents 
died  during-  her  childhood,  and  by  this  union 
four  cliildren  were  born,  namely:  Alary 
Ellen,  wife  of  Benjamin  Clyde,  of  !MilI)urn, 
Dallas  countv.  Iowa,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child.  Raymond;  A.  C,  our  subject;  Frank; 
and  James  G.,  who  married  Cora  Potter  and 
lives  on  the  old  home  place.  The  father 
died  June  4.  189S,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living,  and  continues 
to  reside  on  the  old  homestead  with  her 
son,  James  G.  She  is  a  native  of  Xew  York. 

During  his  boyhood  A.  C.  Taylor  ac- 
quired a  fair  knowledge  of  the  common 
English  branches  of  learning  in  the  schools 
of  \\'ethersfield  township,  and  when  old 
enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  commenced 
work  <.>n  the  Imnie  farm,  remaining  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. He  then  rented  land  of  his  father  in 
the  same  township,  and  while  operating  it 
he  boarded  at  home  for  two  years. 

Air.  Taylor  was  married,  February  iS, 
1879.  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Aliss 
Alary  A.  Clyde,  who  was  l)orn  in  Henry 
county,  but  was  living  in  Aurora,  Kane 
county,  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  Her 
l)arents,  I'rederick  and  Sarah  ( Barlier ) 
Clyde,  were  natives  of  England  and  Ohio, 
respectively.  For  many  years  the  father 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsyh-ania,  and  on  leaving  that 
place  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  where 
lie  followed  farming  for  a  number  of  years, 
but  his  last  days  were  spent  in  Aurora. 
Yvdiere  his  death  occurred.  His  widow  still 
Jiiakes  her  home  in  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Taylor  have  two  children :  Earl,  born 
April  24,  1888,  and  Irene,  born  February 
21,  1890.  Both  are  attending  school  in 
Kewanee. 

For  alx)ut  four  years  Mr.  Taylor  con- 


tinued to  rent  his  father's  land,  and  then 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  Jerry  Bickford, 
and  later  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  his 
father,  making  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  on  sections  8  and  17,  \\'ethersfield 
township,  which  he  still  owns.  Besides  this 
property  he  also  has  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Murray  county,  Alinnesota.  He  continued 
to  actively  engage  in  farming  until  1897, 
when  he  removed  to  Kewanee,  and  is  now 
erecting  a  beautiful  residence  with  all 
modern  conveniences  on  Chestnut  street. 
Since  1893  Air.  Taylor  has  been  connected 
with  the  Alinneapolis  Thresher  Company  as 
a  traveling  salesman,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
business  in  Kewanee  as  a  dealer  in  threshers, 
shellers  and  iron  bridges.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake, energetic  business  man,  whose  sound 
judgment  and  capable  management  have 
brought  to  him  a  well  merited  success.  In 
lus  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican, 
but  he  has  never  cared  for  office,  preferring 
to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness interests.  His  wife  holds  membership 
in  the  Congregational  Church. 


WASHINGTON  DUNBAR. 

There  is  probably  no  man  in  Wethers- 
field  township  wider  or  more  fa\orably 
known  than  ^^'ashington  Dunbar,  who  has 
been  identified  witli  its  agricultural  inter- 
ests for  almost  half  a  century  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  important  factors  in  its 
l)rogress  and  development.  He  was  born 
in  Breckinridge  county.  Kentucky.  Septem- 
ber 21,  1822.  his  parents  being  \Mlliam 
and  Mary  (Prayter)  Dunbar,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  respectively. 
In  1833  they  came  to  La  Fayette.  Stark 
county,    Illinois,    and    settled    at   Fraker"s 
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Grove,  when  there  were  only  tliree  families 
in  that  locality.  The  family  endured  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  pioneer 
life.  As  it  was  a  long  distance  to  mill  they 
often  ground  their  meal  in  an  cjld  hand 
mill.  In  those  early  days  the  father,  who 
was  a  hatter  hy  trade,  would  catch  the 
beavers  and  manufacture  the  fur  into  hats, 
which  he  would  then  strap  on  his  back  and 
start  out  to  sell  to  the  settlers.  He  also 
cleared  and  improved  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  in  Stark  county,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  some  years,  though  his  last 
days  were  spent  in  California.  In  his  fam- 
ily were  thirteen  children,  and  those  still 
living  besides  our  subject  are  Robert  l\.,  a 
lawyer  of  Argentine,  Kansas;  Mrs.  Jane 
Driscoll,  of  Eagle  Grove,  Iowa;  and  Mrs. 
Missouri  Lee,  of  Twin   Springs,   Kansas. 

Washington  Dunbar's  early  educational 
advantages  were  meager  as  there  were  but 
few  schools  in  this  section  of  the  state  when 
the  family  located  here.  In  1852  he  came  to 
Henry  county,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  on  section  3i,'\\'ethersfield  township, 
to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time  as  his 
financial  resources  merited  until  he  now  has 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  In  past  years  he  has  prob- 
ably cleared  and  improved  more  land  in 
Henry  county  than  any  other  of  its  citizens, 
but  is  now  living  a  retired  life  while  his 
sons  operate  the  farm.  He  has  been  emi- 
nently successful,  having  by  hard  work  and 
tireless  energy  accumulated  a  handsome 
property. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1846,  Mr. 
Dunbar  was  united  in  marriage  with  }klis3 
Anna  Lee,  who  was  born  in  ^Varren  county, 
New  York,  June  10,  1825,  and  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  twelve 


children,  whose  parents  were  Josephus  and 
Elizabeth  (Bennett)  Lee,  also  natives  of 
New  York  state.  This  family  removed  to 
Stark  county,  Illinois,  about  1844.  ]^Irs. 
Dunbar  died  on  the  ist  of  .\pril.  1897.  at 
De  Funiak  Springs,  near  Pensacola,  Flor- 
ida, whither  she  had  gone  in  company  with 
her  husband  with  the  hope  of  recovering 
her  health,  which  had  been  bad  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Her  remains  were  interred  in 
La  Fayette  cemetery.  Stark  county,  Illinois. 
Religiously  she  was  a  member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church.  By  tlris  union  Mr.  Dun- 
bar had  nine  children,  namely:  Oscar;  Or- 
ville,  deceased;  Orson;  Alburtus,  who  mar- 
ried Nellie,  daughter  of  Louis  Clark,  of 
Sheflield;  Adelia,  wife  of  De  Witt  \\"inney. 
of  Kno.x  county,  Illinois;  Burwell,  deceased; 
Charles,  who  married  Viola  White,  of  La 
Fayette;  Effie  L.,  wife  of  Bradford  Eynder 
of  Sark  county,  Illinois;  and  Harry,  who 
married  Bessie  Newell,  of  Galva. 

i\Ir.  Dunbar  was  again  married,  June  7, 
1900,  his  second  union  being  with  ]\Iiss 
Anna  Cardiff,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
a  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Catherine 
(Sipes)  Cardiff,  both  of  whom  died  and 
were  buried  in  Galva,  this  county.  She  is  one 
of  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Mr.  Dunbar  is  a 
man  of  sterling  character,  whose  word  is 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  is  high- 
ly respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him.  In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Republican 
and  for  many  years  he  efficiently  serx'ed  as 
school  director. 


WILLIAM!  DONALDSON. 

Among  the  honored  and  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Wethersfield  is  numbered  William 
Donaldson,  who  was  born  in  county  Lon- 
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donderry.  Ireland,  February  2,  1827,  and 
tliere  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  but  lim- 
ited educational  advantages.  He  is  there- 
fore a  self-educated  as  well  as  a  self-made 
man.  With  the  hope  of  bettering  his  condi- 
tion in  the  new  world,  he  took  ship  at  Bel- 
fast, in  1848,  and  on  the  Charles  of  Balti- 
more, a  sailing  vessel,  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic,  being  six  weeks  and  three  days 
upon  the  water.  In  a  fog  on  the  banks  of 
Xew  Foundland  the  ship  on  which  he  sailed 
ran  into  another  vessel,  but  was  only  slightly 
damaged  and  reached  Xew  York  in  safety 
in  'May  of  that  year.  Mr.  Donaldson  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  Philadelphia,  and  there 
^^■ent  to  Pottstown,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
joined  a  cousin  who  was  foreman  on  rail- 
road construction.  After  working  there 
for  a  little  while  he  went  to  Cincinanti, 
■Ohio,  where  other  cousins  were  living,  and 
where  he  engaged  in  draying  for  some 
time.  On  coming  west  in  1855,  he  first  lo- 
cated near  Elmira,  Stark  county,  Illinois, 
Vi'here  he  rented  lanil  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  six  years. 

While  a  resident  of  Cincinnati,  ]\lr.  Don- 
aldson w-as  married,  December  6,  1852,  to 
Miss  Eliza  Blackwood,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  where 
lier  father,  Robert  Blackwood,  spent  his 
entire  life.  They  have  seven  children  liv- 
ir,g,  namely:  Robert,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Kewanee;  George,  who  is  married 
and  is  employed  as  boss  in  the  Kewanee 
tube  works;  Tillie,  one  of  the  teachers  of 
Wethersfield;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Norman 
Oliver,  of  Kewanee;  Emma,  a  teacher  in  the 
Kewanee  schools;  William,  a  carriage  trim- 
mer in  Chicago;  and  Clara,  wife  of  Fred 
Shei)herd,  of  Peoria.  They  also  lost  two 
•children :     Thomas,  who  died  at  the  age  of 


four  years;  and  Maggie,  who  married 
Robert  N.  Martin  and  removed  to  Ne- 
braska, but  died  at  the  home  of  her  father 
in  1888,  leaving  five  children,  two  of  whom. 
William  and  Alfred  N.,  reside  with  their 
grandparents.  The  others  are  Harry,  Ella 
and  Elsie. 

Mr.  Donaldson's  first  purchase  of  land 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  timber  in  Kewanee  township,  Henry 
county,  which  he  bought  on  coming  to  this 
county  in  1861.  This  he  cleared,  fenced 
and  placed  under  cultivation,  but  after  re- 
siding thereon  for  about  six  years  he  sold 
the  place  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
prairie  land  in  Burns  township,  to  which 
he  subsequently  added  until  he  has  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  made 
many  excellent  improvements  upon  the 
place,  and  continued  its  cultivation  until  his 
removal  to  Wethersfield  in  1886.  Here  ha 
purchased  a  residence  wdiich  he  has  since 
remodeled,  and  now  has  a  very  pleasant  and 
attractive  home.  To  his  diligence,  persever- 
ance and  industry  may  be  attributed  his  suc- 
cess in  life  for  he  came  to  the  new  world 
empty  handed,  and  has  had  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world  unaided. 

Originally  Mr.  Donaldson  was  an  old 
line  Whig  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Zachary  Taylor,  but  since  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  in  1856,  he  has  been 
a  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  has  sup- 
ported all  of  its  presidential  nominees.  He 
was  once  elected  justice  of  the  peace  but  re- 
fused to  qualify,  preferring  to  give  his  un- 
divided attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  has,  however,  served  as  school  director 
and  given  his  children  good  educations,  fully 
realizing  tlie  advantages  of  such  a  training. 
He  and  his  wife  were  reared  in  the  I'resbv- 
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tcrian  Church  and  still  adhere  to  that  faith, 
while  his  daughters  hold  membership  in  the 
Congregational  Church.  The  family  is 
widely  known  and  highly  respected. 


E.  N.  PETERSON. 

Xunihered  among  the  prominent  and 
successful  young  famers  of  Andovcr  town- 
ship is  E.  N.  Peterson,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion 34,  where  he  was  born  February  3, 
1875.  His  father,  C.  P.  Peterson,  was  a 
native  of  Sweden  and  was  single  on  his 
emigration  to  America.  Coming  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  he  located  in  Andover 
township,  and  was  one  of  its  honored  early 
settlers.  It  was  in  1849  that  he  bought  the 
land  on  which  our  subject  now  resides,  it 
being  at  that  time  all  wild  prairie,  which  he 
at  once  began  to  break  and  improve.  He 
was  married  in  Andover  township,  in  1854. 
to  Miss  Wilhelmina  Bloomberg,  who  was 
also  born  in  Sweden,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  youngest,  the  others  being  Mrs. 
Clara  Almeda  Lofgren,  a  resident  of  Knox 
■county,  Illinois;  C.  A.,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Clover  township,  Henry  county; 
and  Frank  William,  of  Knox  county.  The 
mother  died  in  1875,  during  the  infancy  of 
our  subject,  but  the  father  long  survived 
her,  passing  away  in  Andover  township 
July  4,  1897,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent Republicans  of  his  community  and 
took  quite  an  active  part  in  political  affairs. 
E.  N.  Peterson  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Andover  township  and  reared 
upon  the  old  homestead  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.    It  is  a  good  farm  of  one  hun- 


dred and  sixty  acres,  being  well  improved 
and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1900 
he  built  a  fine  barn,  fifty-two  by  fifty-six  feet, 
with  a  capacity  of  forty  tons  of  hay,  and 
has  made  an  addition  to  his  house,  so  that 
it  is  now  one  of  the  best  residences  in  the 
locality.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  and  in  his  labors  is  meeting 
with  excellent  success. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1897,  in  Andover 
township,  Mr.  Peterson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Matilda  V.  Hultgreen,  a  na- 
tive of  that  township  and  a  daughter  of  An- 
drew V.  and  Christina  Hultgreen,  pioneers 
of  Andover.  Mr.  Peterson  gives  his  polit- 
ical support  to  the  Republican  party  and  its 
principles,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Andover. 


GEORGE  WESTOX. 

George  Weston,  deceased,  was  for  thirty 
years  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  honor- 
ed citizens  of  Kevvanee  township,  his  home 
being  on  section  16.  He  was  born  on  the 
28th  of  January,  1827,  in  Morgan  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Ma- 
tilda (Anderson)  Weston,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire,  the  latter  of  Mary- 
land. In  the  Buckeye  state  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  was  educated  in  its  public 
schools.  Coming  west  in  1850  he  first  lo- 
cated in  Iowa,  but  after  spending  a  short 
time  in  that  state  he  removed  to  this  county, 
and  took  up  his  residence  on  section  16,  Ke- 
wanee  township,  where  he  followed  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Here 
he  steadily  prospered,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  owned  about  three  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  farming  land. 
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On  the  23d  of  Octolier.  1863,  Mr.  Wes- 
ton was  united  in  marriage  witii  ^Irs.  Helen 
(Stark)  Stephenson,  widow  ni  Henrj- 
Stephenson,  wiio'was  born  in  Xew  York  and 
died  in  ^Michigan  in  1856,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren:  lona,  wife  of  J.  W.  Adams,  of  Kan- 
sas City.  Kansas,  and  Isett,  wife  of  Henry 
Spurlock.  of  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  JNIrs. 
A\'eston  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a 
daughter  of  Stutely  and  Eliza  Ann  (Steven- 
son) Stark,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and 
Xew  York,  respectively.  Her  paternal  grand- 
father was  born  in  Vermont  and  his  wife  in 
Xew  Hampshire.  In  1832  her  family  re- 
moved to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
made  their  home  until  coming  to  Illinois 
in  1S64,  when  they  took  up  their  residence 
in  Bureau  county.  Three  years  later  they 
removed  to  Caleshurg.  where  Mr.  Stark 
lived  retired  until  his  death  in  1869.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer.  Subsequently 
his  widow  went  to  Kansas,  and  died  in 
Perry,  that  state,  in  1889.  They  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children.  Unto  Air.  and 
]\Irs.  Weston  were  born  five  children,  name- 
ly Ina,  wile  of  Warren  Lester,  who  uow 
lives  on  .Mrs.  Weston's  farm:  Alay,  a  den- 
tist of  Kansas  City,  .\lis>ouri:  Stutely.  a 
farmer  of  Kewanee  township;  Tillie,  wife 
of  U.  G.  P}le.  of  the  same  township ;  and 
Lee,  at  home  with  his  mother.  Mrs.  \\eston 
has  a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  and  from  it  derives  a  .good  income. 
She  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Kewanee,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  b_\-  all  who  know  her. 
I'Yaternally  Mr.  Weston  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Grange.  He  always  took  a 
dee])  and  commendable  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs,  and  efficiently  served  as  school 
director  in  his  district  from  the  time  of  its 
organization  until  his  death,  which  occurred 


August  II,  1S86.  He  was  recognized  as 
one  of  the  valued  and  useful  citizens  of  his 
community,  and  his  death  was  mourned  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
who  esteemed  him  highly  for  his  sterling 
worth. 


SIMEOX  HELLER. 

Simeon  Heller,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Loraine 
township,  owning  and  operating  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  on  section  5.  He  was 
born  March  21,  1821,  in  Luzerne  countv, 
Pennsyh'ania,  of  whicli  state  his  parents, 
David  and  Catherine  Heller,  were  life-long 
residents.  By  occupation  the  father  was  a 
farmer. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  sub- 
ject attended  school  only  three  months,  the 
remainder  of  the  time  being  devoted  to  the 
work  of  the  home  farm.  On  leaving  the 
parental  roof  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he 
came  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  to  Illinois,  where  his  br(_ither  David 
was  living,  and  worked  for  him  for  a  time. 
At  the  age  of  twentythree  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  ]Maud  Arnett,  a  natixe 
of  Alsace-Loraine,  France,  who  came  with 
her  parents  to  this  county  and  settled  in 
Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  in  the  early  '30s. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Heller  pre- 
empted a  tract  of  government  land  in  Lo- 
raine townshij),  to  the  improvement  and  cul- 
ti\ation  of  which  he  devoted  his  energies 
imtil  the  tliscovery  of  gold  in  California, 
when  he  crossed  the  plains  with  his  wife's 
brothers,  George,  Jacob  and  William  Ar- 
nett. The  trip  was  made  with  an  ox  team 
and  consumed  six  months.  While  engaged 
in  mining  he  received    news    of  his    wife's 
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deatli,  Ijut  being-  penniless  he  was  unable  to 
return  home  at  that  time.  The  news  was 
such  a  shock  to  him  that  for  several  months 
he  was  hardly  conscious  of  where  he  was. 
He  remained  on  the  Pacific  coast  for  twelve 
years,  and  met  with  good  success  before  re- 
turning home.  On  again  reaching  this  state 
he  located  upon  the  land  which  he  had  i)re- 
empted  in  Henry  county,  and  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  died  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1887,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
Loraine  cemetery.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  a  Rciiublican,  and  rcligiiuisly  he  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longed. 

^Ir.  Heller's  tirst  wife  died  in  the  early 
'fifties,  lea\ing  one  child,  Susan,  now  the 
wife  of  Peter  Lininger,  of  Boone,  Iowa.  He 
was  again  married  February  15,  1864,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  ]\Iary  Pobanz, 
a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  where  her 
parents,  David  and  Alary  Pobanz,  were  also 
born.  In  1863  the  family  came  to  America 
and  located  in  Osco  township,  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming  for  five  3'ears,  but  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  in  Dodge  county,  Nebraska. 
He  had  three  children:  John,  deceased; 
Alary,  now  Airs.  Heller ;  and  a  daughter, 
who  died  in  infancy.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage Air.  Heller  had  twelve  children,  name- 
ly :  Lewis  D.,  who  first  married  Josephine 
Egert  and  second  Annie  W'ahlheim  and 
lives  in  Loraine  township;  Emma  E.,  a 
trained  nurse  now  in  St.  Paul's  hospital, 
Butte,  Alontana,  and  a  member  of  the  East- 
ern Star  at  Prophetstown,  Illinois;  Jo.seph 
S.,  who  is  mentioned  lielow;  William  D., 
a  barber    of    Twin    Bridge,  Alontana,  who 


married  Clara  Polinger,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  blue  lodge  and  Eastern  Star  chapter 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Erie,  Illinois; 
Levi  A.,  a  farmer  of  Dodge  county,  Ne- 
braska, who  married  Rose  Kopisky  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Alodern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica; Annie  AL,  wife  of  Clarence  Bollen,  of 
Taylor  county,  Iowa;  Phebe  and  Alice  R., 
both  at  home;  Louisa  Alatilda,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years;  Elsie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  months;  Perry  O.,  at  home;  and 
Leonard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year 
and  nine  months. 

Joseph  S.  Heller,  son  of  our  subject, 
was  born  December  i,  1867,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  home  school  and  the  North- 
v>'estern  Normal  at  Geneseo.  He  assisted 
in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  1893,  when  he 
went  to  Twin  Bridge,  Alontana,  where  he 
was  on  a  ranch  for  a  time,  and  from  there 
went  to  Alinnesota  and  Iowa.  On  his  re- 
turn to  this  county  in  the  spring  of  1894,  he 
took  charge  of  the  home  place  and  has  since 
successfully  managed  the  same,  being  a 
man  of  good  business  ability  and  sound 
judgment.  Politically  he  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  fraternally  is  a 
member  of  Bollen  Lodge,  No.  412,  F.  &  A. 
AL,  of  Spring  Hill,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  junior  warden. 


SAAIUEL  RUSSELL. 

Samuel  Russell,  who  is  practically  living 
a  retired  life  in  the  city  of  Kewanee,  Illinois, 
was  born  in  Wilmington,  Clinton  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  6th  of  October,  1834,  but  was 
only  seven  years  old  when  he  removed  to 
Delaware  county,  Indiana,  with  his  parents, 
John  and  Susanna   (Wickersham)    Russell, 
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the  former  also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
state,  and  tlie  latter  of  \'irginia,  although 
she  was  only  three  years  old  when  she  be- 
came a  resident  of  Ohio.  Our  subject's  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  James  Russell,  was  bi)rn 
in  Ireland,  and  was  a  lad  i>f  thirteen  years 
^\■hen  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United 
States,  the  family  being  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Ohio,  where  he  .grew  to  manhood 
and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  His 
death  occurred  in  Delaware  county,  Indiana. 
In  his  family  were  eleven  children,  nf  wliDm 
nine  reached  years  of  maturity. 

John  Russell,  the  eldest  of  this  family 
and  the  father  of  our  subject,  received  but  a 
limited  education,  learning  to  read,  write 
and  cipher  after  he  attained  his  majority. 
He  was  only  able  to  attend  school  a  short 
time  during  the  winter  and  then  had  to  wade 
through  the  snow  three  miles  to  the  school 
house.  His  early  life  was  devoted  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  learned  the  plasterer's  and  brick 
mason's  trades,  at  which  he  worked  f(jr 
about  twenty  years.  In  i>>4i  he  removed  to 
Delaware  county,  Indiana,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Politically  he  was  first  a  Whig 
and  an  abolitionist  and  later  a  Republican, 
and  religiously  was  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Chm\-h,  in  which  he  served  as 
class  leader  and  steward  for  a  niunber  of 
years.  He  died  in  1837  'd  almut  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years,  and  his  wife,  who  long  sur- 
vived him,  passed  away  in  i88r.  She  had 
made  her  home  in  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
from  1859.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  James,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years:  Samuel,  our  subject: 
Miriam,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Bickford,  a  re- 
tired citizen  of  Kewanec;  and  Caroline,  wife 


(.>f  James  Staffiird,  a  retired  citizen  of  Al- 
bany, Delaware  county,  Indiana. 

Wdien  the  family  located  in  Delaware 
count}',  Indiana,  that  region  was  \ery  wild, 
and  iin  starting  his  children  to  school  the 
father  blazed  the  trees  through  the  hea\'y 
forest  that  they  might  find  their"  way  home. 
There  was  scarcely  a  frame  house  in  the 
county,  outside  of  ]\Iuncie.  the  county  seat, 
wdiere  there  were  a  few.  The  dwellings  were 
nearly  all  built  of  logs,  with  one  door  and 
one  window,  with  large  fire  place  built  of 
rough  stone  and  mud,  the  chimnies  being  of 
split  sticks  and  mud.  Xails  were  not  kinnvn. 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  made  by  the 
blacksmith.  Wooden  [lins  were  used  in- 
stead of  nails,  an  auger  or  a  gimlet  being 
used  to  make  the  hole,  in  which  the  wooden 
pin  was  inserted  and  drixen  in  soliilly.  The 
school  houses  were  also  built  of  logs,  with 
seats  made  of  small  logs  split  in  two  parts, 
wooden  pins  being  inserted  on  the  round  side 
for  legs,  thus  giving  a  flat  surface  on  which 
to  sit.  There  was  neither  back  or  cushion 
to  the  seats.  The  roofs  of  the  houses  were 
made  of  split  boards  about  two  and  a  half 
01  three  feet  lonp-  called  clapboards,  which 
were  laid  on  timbers  called  ribs,  and  hekl 
there  l)y  poles  laid  on  them,  one  pole  being 
used  to  a  tier  of  clapboards.  The  floors 
were  made  of  puncheons,  that  is  slabs  split 
t)Ut  of  large  timber  from  three  to  four  inches 
thick,  while  a  board  ])laced  on  pins  formed 
a  desk  on  which  the  scholars  practiced 
writing  al)ont  ten  or  fifteen  mimites  a  day, 
that  being  all  the  teacher  thought  necessary 
to  tlevote  to  that  accomplishment.  Amid 
such  primitive  surroundings,  young  Russell 
acquired  his  education,  walking  a  mile  and 
a  (juarter  to  school  each  morning  and  re- 
turning home  at  night.  He  was  onlv  per- 
nfitted  to  attend  in  the  winter,  and   ne\er 
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longer  than  thirty-five  days  in  one  }-ear.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  his  eckication  was  com- 
pleted, so  far  as  his  school  life  was  con- 
cerned, and  he  tlien  devoted  liis  entire  time 
to  work.  He  remained  at  home  nntil  his  re- 
moval to  Illinois  in  1859.  witli  the  exception. 
of  a  few  months  spent  in  Minnesota  and 
Illinois. 

On  the  31st  of  Marcii.  1S5,,.  M,-.  Rns- 
sell  married  Miss  Matilda  Zelnier,  wIid  was 
born  in  Wayne  connty,  Indiana,  and  is  the 
third  in  order  of  l)irth  in  a  family  of  nine 
children,  whose  parents  were  Benjamin  and 
Hester  Zehner,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
early  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  Indiana, 
from  which  they  later  removed  to  Delaware 
county,  the  same  slate.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell,  Francis  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years,  Cora  at  the  age  of 
three,  and  Mary  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  John 
B.,  a  graduate  of  Wheatcjn  College  and  now 
superintendent  of  the  puhhc  sciiools  of 
Wheaton,  Illinois,  married  Isal)el  (iunn,  and 
they  have  two  children.  Edna  L.,  and  Ever- 
ett C.  Erank  H.  is  a  physician,  now  con-, 
nected  with  the  Presbyterian  hosjiital  of 
Chicago.  He  is  also  a  graduate  of  Wheaton 
College,  Rush  Medical  College  and  the 
Theological  Seminary  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Chicago.  Eva  M.  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Kewanee  high  school,  and  is  now 
taking  the  literary  course  at  the  Chicago 
University. 

In  1859  Mr.  Russell  and  his  family  came 
to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  located  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which 
he  iiad  purchased  in  1856  in  Clover  town- 
ship, at  that  time  all  wild  and  unimproved. 
He  erected  thereon  a  house,  fourteen  bv 
twenty  feet,  in  wliich  he  livetl  while  break- 
ing his  land  and  placing  it  under  cuhivation. 
On  disix)sing  of  that  property  in    1865  he 


bought  a  partially  improved  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Wethersfield 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
removal  to  Kewanee  on  the  first  of  January, 
1891.  During  his  youth  he  learned  the  brick 
mason's  and  plasterer's  trades  with  his 
father,  but  has  not  followed  that  occupation 
for  forty  years.  Wliile  engaged  in  farming 
he  gave  considerable  attention  to  the  raising 
and  feeding  of  stock,  generally  keeping 
about  one  hundred  hogs  and  twenty  head  of 
cattle.  He  still  oversees  the  management  of 
his  farm,  though  he  has  retired  from  active 
labor.  He  is  an  active  member  and  steward 
of  the  Eree  Methodist  Church.  Politically 
he  is  a  Prohibitionist. 


LEWIS   CRICK. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  worthy, 
representative  of  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Loraine  township,  his  home  lieing  on  sec- 
tion 9,  and  is  also  prominently  identified 
w  ith  public  affairs.  He  was  born  November 
5,  i860,  on  the  farm  wdiere  he  still  resides, 
his  parents  being  Rudolph  and  Mary 
(Shafer)  Urick,  the  former  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  the  latter  of  Germany.  In  his 
native  land  the  father  learned  the  mason's 
trade  which  he  followed  for  many  years.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  crossed  the  board 
Atlantic  and  located  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
lie  was  thus  employed  for  five  years.  On 
coming  west  he  settled  at  what  is  known  as 
Dutch  Butt(.im.  Portland  township,  White- 
side county.  Illinois,  in  1844.  and  took  up 
government  land,  which  he  operated  for  a 
few  years.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  in 
Loraine  township.  Henry  county,  on  which 
he  located,  and  became  quite  a  large  land 
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owner,  though  lie  divided  his  property  among 
his  children  prior  to  his  death.  He  died 
April  lo,  1899,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years 
and  nine  months,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Loraine  cemetery.  He  retained  his 
mental  faculties  until  the  last,  but  for  fif- 
teen years  was  blind,  owing  to  some  mortar 
getting  in  his  eyes  while  working  at  his 
trade.  He  continued  to  follow  that  occu- 
pation in  connection  with  farming  for  many 
j-ears,  and  in  all  his  undertakings  was  em- 
inently successful.  He  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party  from  its  organization,  and 
was  an  earnest  memJjer  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 

Rudolph  Urick  was  twice  married,  his 
first  union  being  Avith  Catherine  Rapp,  by 
whom  he  had  si.x  children,  four  still  living, 
namely:  Catherine,  wife  of  Samuel  Arnett, 
of  Geneseo;  Isaac,  a  resident  of  Portland 
township,  Whiteside  county;  Jacob,  a  ranch- 
man of  Colorado;  and  Louisa,  wife  of  Jo- 
seph Kopp,  a  farmer  of  Andubon,  Iowa. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1856, 
and  the  father  subsequently  wedded  Mary 
Shafer.  To  them  were  born  two  sons: 
David,  who  married  Matilda  R.  Huntington 
and  is  engaged  in  farming-  in  Portland 
township,  Whiteside  county;  and  Lewis, 
cur  subject.  The  mother  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years  and  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  with  her  son  Lewis. 

In  early  life  our  subject  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  near  his  home  and  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof.  Prior  to  his  marriage 
he  took  charge  of  the  farm,  and  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock  raising.  He  also  feeds  cattle  and 
hogs  for  market.  He  has  some  fine  stock 
upon  his  farm,  his  specialty  being  Aberdeen 
Angus  cattle.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  one 


body,  two  hundred  acres  of  wdiich  he  re- 
ceived from  his  father,  and  since  then  has 
added  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1889,  yir.  Urick 
married  ]^Iiss  Hattie  'M.  Sieben,  a  native 
of  this  county,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Sieben,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  The  children  born  of  this  union 
were  Clarence,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Perry  and  Ira.  Religiously  the  par- 
ents are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  Lrick  is  a  trustee.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliations  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  various  county  con- 
\-entions.  He  is  now  serving  his  tenth  year 
as  township  clerk,  and  has  filled  the  office 
of  school  director  a  number  of  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1900  he  was  census  enumer- 
ator for  Loraine  and  Phenix  townships,  and 
devoted  eighteen  days  to  the  work  of  that 
office.  He  is  C]uite  prominent  in  local  pol- 
itics and  in  church  work,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. 


A2\IBR0SE  MATHEWS. 

Among  the  honored  veterans  of  the 
Civil  war  and  representative  citizens  of  this 
county,  who  are  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  Wethersfield  is  Ambrose  Mathews,  who 
smce  1845  has  been  a  resident  of  Henry 
county.  He  was  born  in  Seneca  Falls. 
Seneca  county.  Xew  York,  on  the  20th  of 
December,  1830,  and  on  the  paternal  side 
is  of  Scotch  ancestry,  his  grandfather,  Henry 
Mathews,  being  a  native  of  Scotland  and  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  Seneca  count}^  New  York. 
There  the  father,  A.  \V.  Alathews,  was  born 
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and  reared,  and  on  reaching  manliood  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Conner,  a  native  of  the 
same  state  and  of  Irish  extraction.  From 
liis  native  county  he  removed  to  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  wliere  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  about  sixteen  years  and  also  owned 
and  operated  a  saw  and  grist  mill.  He 
traded  his  farm  in  that  county  for  a  share 
in  the  property  of  the  \\'ethersfield  colony  in 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  receiving  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  prairie  land,  twenty 
acres  of  timber  land,  and  a  village  lot  of 
two  and  a  half  acres.  By  team  he  removed 
to  this  county,  arriving  here  July  31,  1845. 
He  purchased  a  house  and  lot  in  ^^'ethers- 
field,  where  he  made  his  home  while  his  older 
sons  impro\ed  the  farm.  Here  he  died  in 
1884,  at  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  ninety- 
three  years.  His  first  wife,  who  was  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  had  passed  away 
some  years  previously,  and  he  married  again, 
his  second  wife  surviving  him.  He  served 
as  a  drummer  in  the  war  of  181 2. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Ambrose 
Mathews  attended  the  common  schools,  com- 
pleting his  education  in  this  county.  He 
was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  came 
to  Illinois  with  his  father,  but  after  spend- 
ing two  years  here  he  returned  to  Chardon, 
Geauge  county,  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade  with  a  brother,  remain- 
ing there  two  years.  On  his  return  to  this 
county  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  \\'ethers- 
field  with  his  brother,  who  carried  on  a  shop 
there  for  some  years. 

Our  subject  was  thus  employed  until 
after  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  when  he  en- 
listed July  17,  1862,  in  Company  A,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  under  ci'immand  of 
■Generals  Grant  and  Sherman.     He  was  first 


under  fire  at  Thompson  Hill,  Mississippi, 
and  later  participated  in  the  battles  of  Port 
Gibson  and  Bakers  Creek.  He  was  in  a  hun- 
ning  fight  at  Jackson  Crossroads,  and  in 
the  battle  of  Champion  Hills,  which  was 
one  of  the  most  important  engagements  of 
the  war.  He  was  also  in  the  battle  of  Black 
River  Bridge  and  for  forty-seven  days  par- 
ticipated in  the  siege  of  \Tcksburg,  being 
a  member  of  General  Logan's  brigade,  which 
was  the  first  to  enter  the  city  after  its  sur- 
render. He  has  a  picture  of  Generals  Grant 
and  Pemberton  taken  after  the  surrender  and 
mounted  in  a  case  made  from  the  famous 
Pemberton  Oak.  under  whicli  the  surrender 
was  made.  Later  Mr.  Mathews  was  on 
guard  and  provost  duty  in  that  city  for  some 
time,  and  then  marched  with  his  command 
through  Louisiana  to  2iIonroe,  which  place 
they  captured,  after  which  the}'  returned  to 
Vicksburg,  remaining  there  on  provost  duty 
until  the  following  spring,  in  the  meantime 
going  on  several  scouting  expeditions  to 
Jackson.  They  then  went  to  ]\Iobile,  and 
took  part  in  the  siege  of  Spanish  Fort, 
which  lasted  three  weeks.  They  dug  under 
the  walls,  and  entered  the  fort  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning  much  to  the  surprise  of  the 
rebels.  Mr.  Mathews'  command  then 
marched  to  Montgomery,  Alabama,  which 
the  rebels  evacuated  after  rolling  cotton  in 
the  streets  and  setting  fire  to  it.  In  August 
thev  were  ordered  north  to  Chicago,  where 
Mr.  Mathews  was  honorably  discharged 
August  9,  1865,  and  then  returned  to  his 
home  in  Wethersfield.  He  entered  the  serv- 
ice as  corporal,  and  was  serving  as  com- 
missary sergeant  when  mustered  out.  He 
was  never  seriously  wounded,  but  at  Bakers 
Creek  a  ball  passed  through  his  clothing 
and  cut  his  shoulder,  and  at  Vicksburg  an- 
other ball  pierced  his  clothing  and  grazed 
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the  llesh.  finally  lodging  in  his  cartridge 
belt.  He  kept  the  latter  ball  for  several 
)'ears  as  a  sort  of  memento  of  his  arm}' 
life. 

For  two  years  after  the  war  Mr. 
Mathews  worked  at  his  trade  in  Kewanee, 
and  then  followed  farming  in  Kewanee, 
Burns  and  \\'ethersfield  tnwnships  for  sev- 
eral years.  Subsequently  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  and  at  various  occupa- 
tions in  the  village  of  \\'ethersfield,  but  for 
some  years  has  lived  a  retired  life,  enjoy- 
ing a  well  earned  rest. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1852,  in  Henry 
county,  Air.  [Mathews  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  ]\Iaria  Cline.  who  was  born  in 
Dutchess  county,  Xew  York,  but  came  here 
in  1845  during  her  girlhood  with  Iter 
brother.  Her  father,  Abraham  Cline,  had 
died  in  the  Empire  state.  Mrs.  2\lathevvs 
passed  away  August  4,  1890,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  ^\'ethersfield  cemetery.  By 
that  union  were  born  hve  children  who  are 
still  living,  namely:  Cordelia,  wife  of 
James  Wiley,  of  \\'ethersfield,  by  whom  she 
has  four  children,  3ilay,  Lillian,  Laura  and 
Frank  G. ;  Edward,  a  mechanical  engineer 
in  tlie  tul)e  works  at  Kewanee;  Rosa,  wife  of 
George  E.  Dustin,  of  Wethersfield,  by  whom 
she  has  four  children,  Emory,  Clara,  George 
and  Blanche;  :\lelva,  who  is  now  her  fa- 
ther's iiousekeeper;  and  John  L..  who  is 
married  and  works  in  the  shops  of  Kewanee. 
Jane  Ann.  the  oldest  of  the  familv,  died  in 
early  childhood. 

Politically  .Mr.  INlathews  is  a  stalwart 
Republican,  and  has  supported  every  presi- 
dential candidate  of  that  party  since  casting 
liis  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856. 
He  has  been  honored  with  several  local  of- 
fices; was  elected  constable  and  township 
collector  on  the  organization  of  Wethersfield 


township,  and  served  in  that  capacity  three 
years ;  has  also  filled  the  office  of  road  com- 
missioner; was  assessor  of  W'ethersfield 
township  for  the  long  period  of  twenty 
years ;  and  has  frec|uently  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  county  con\'entions  of  his  party. 
He  and  his  daughter  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  he  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Grand  Army  post,  of  Ke- 
wanee, in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs 
and  is  now  past  commander.  He  has  al- 
ways been  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed 
ir.  him,  whether  public  or  private,  and  has 
been  found  a  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen  in 
days  of  peace  as  well  as  in  time  of  war. 


X.  C.  GILBERT. 

N.  C.  Gilbert  is  one  of  Geneseo's  highly 
respected  citizens,  whose  useful  and  well- 
spent  life  has  not  only  gained  for  him  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow  men,  but  has  also 
secured  for  him  a  comfortable  competence 
which  enables  him  to  lay  aside  all  business 
cares  and  spend  his  declining  days  in  ease 
and  retirement.  He  was  born  in  Ontario 
county,  Xew  York,  February  10,  1834,  and 
is  a  son  of  Horace  and  Ann  E.  (Carpenter) 
Gilbert,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
the  latter  of  Herkimer  county,  Xew  York. 
His  maternal  grandparents  were  Xathaniel 
and  Betsey  (Green)  Cariienter.  Through- 
out his  acti\'e  business  life  the  father  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  in  Ontario 
county,  Xew  Y^ork,  where  he  owned  about 
three  hundred  acres  of  land.  For  man} 
years  he  served  as  deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  to  which  he  belonged,  while 
his  wife  was  a  devout  and  active  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.     He  died  in   1862, 
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at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  She  long  sur- 
vived him,  dying  in  1S97,  when  within  seven 
days  of  the  eighty-seventh  anniversary  of 
her  birth.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
ivlary,  deceased  wife  of  J.  R.  Hopkins;  N. 
C,  the  subject  of  this  review;  E.  Curtis,  a 
farmer  of  tliis  county,  who  was  Iwrn  in 
1836  anil  died  in  1889;  H.  C,  formerly  a 
farmer  and  now  a  banker  of  Lima.  New 
York;  Elon  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twehe  3'ears;  and  Elizabeth  G.,  wife  of  Gil- 
bert \\'.  Peck,  of  Canandaigua,  Xevv  York. 
N.  C.  Gilbert  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  When  his  school  days 
were  over  he  took  up  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, which  he  has  made  his  life  work.  Com- 
ing to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  1856,  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  Geneseo  township  where 
he  resided  ft)ur  years  and  then  removed  to 
jNIunson  township,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  to  which  he  has  added 
and  now  owns  four  hundred  acres  in  that 
township,  and  successfully  operated  it  until 
1893,  since  which  time  he  has  rented  his 
land  and  lived  a  retired  life.  His  farm  has 
been  occupied  by  bis  son,  H.  Mark,  or  his 
son-in-law,  D.  S.  Brown,  since  1893.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  both  the  Farmers 
National  Bank  and  the  First  National  Bank, 
of  Geneseo,  and  was  a  stockholder  and  di- 
rector of  the  former  up  to  January  i,  1901. 
He  is  also  a  charter  member  and  president 
of  the  Geneseo,  Ed  ford  &  ]Vlunson  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  has  ever  been 
identified  with  those  enterprises  calculated 
to  advance  the  interests  of  his  town  and 
county. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  i860,  Mr.  Gilbert 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Francelia 
Amsden,  a  native  of  Rochester,  Vermont, 
and    a    daughter  of  R.  P.  and  Lora  Ann 


( Buck)  Amsden,  who  were  also  born  in  the 
Green  Mountain  state.  The  father  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  but  the  mother 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  In 
religious  belief  they  were  Baptists.  They 
came  west  in  1854,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  (ieneseo  township,  this  county,  where  they 
reared  their  family  of  children,  namely: 
Lucien  C,  now  a  farmer  of  Missouri;  Fran- 
celia, wife  of  our  subject;  Viola,  wife  of 
Aaron  Wilson,  of  IMenlo,  Iowa;  Darwin  R., 
a  farmer  of  Scranton,  Iowa;  John  L.,  also 
a  resident  of  that  state;  Lorenzo  S.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Los  Angeles,  California;  Myra,  who 
married  W.  E.  Tipton,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-four  years;  and  Minnie,  wife  of 
J.  A.  Phillips,  an  attorney  of  Dunlap,  Iowa. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife:  'Sla.y,  at  home;  H.  Mark, 
a  farmer  of  North  Yakima,  Washington, 
who  is  married  and  has  four  children, 
Curtiss,  Lois,  Elon  and  jNIargaret:  and  Lora, 
v.ife  of  D.  S.  Brown,  a  farmer  nf  Munson 
township,  this  county,  by  whom  she  has  one 
child,  Ethel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years. 

In  early  life  ^Mr.  Gilbert  was  a  stanch 
Republican,  but  since  1892  has  been  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Populist  party.  While  li\'ing 
on  his  farm  he  served  as  treasurer  of  :Mun- 
son  township  for  thirteen  years,  resigning 
that  position  on  his  removal  to  (ieneseo  in 
1893.  He  was  also  supervisor  of  the  town- 
ship for  over  ten  consecutive  years,  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs,  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  the  general  welfare.  He 
was  president  of  the  Henry  County  Fair  As- 
sociation for  nine  consecutive  years.  He 
possesses  great  energy,  good  judgment  and 
indefatigaljle  industry  and  these  elements 
have  brought  to  him  a  well-deserved  pros- 
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perity,  whicli  nmv  enables  him  to  put  aside 
active  lahnr  ami  enjoy  the  competence  whicli 
former  t<iil  c'ained  for  him. 


WILLIAAI  R.  GOODRICH. 

Xo  state  in  the  Union  can  boast  of  a 
more  heroic  band  of  pioneers  than  Illinois. 
Their  privations,  hardships  and  earnest  la- 
bors have  resulted  in  establishing  one  of 
the  foremost  commonwealths  of  America, 
and  its  wonderful  advancement  has  been 
largely  secured  through  the  sturdy  and  in- 
telligent manhood  of  descendants  of  Puri- 
tans with  their  moral,  intellectual  and  phys- 
ical stamina;  but  their  work  is  nearly  com- 
plete, and  all  U^n  s^on  the  last  of  those  sturdy 
pioneers  will  have  passed  away;  but  their 
memor}'  will  ever  remain  green  among  those 
who  loved  them  and  appreciated  their  ef- 
forts. 

The  oldest  settler  of  Henry  county  now 
residing  within  its  limits  is  William  R. 
G(KKlrich,  of  Kewanee,  whij  was  born  in 
the  town  of  iiilo.  on  the  island  of  Hawaii, 
February  _'0,  1S3J.  His  parents.  Joseph 
and  Martha  (i'.arnes)  Goodrich,  were  both 
natives  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  and 
of  English  descent.  The  father  was  reared 
in  the  Congregational  faith  and  educated 
at  Yale  University.  After  his  gradua- 
tion he  learned  the  trade  of  ship  car- 
penter, which  he  followed  for  a  time,  and 
then  studied  for  the  ministry.  After  Ijciui^ 
ordained  he  was  sent  as  a  missionary  to 
Hawaii  in  1822,  Ijeing  the  second  to  locate 
there,  and  the  first  sent  there  by  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  lie  did  an  excellent  work- 
in  preaching  to  the  natives  all  over  the  isl- 
and  and   made  many  converts,   his  church 


afterward  becoming  the  largest  in  the 
world,  with  a  membership  of  five  thousand. 
After  spending  fourteen  years  there,  he  re- 
turned to  America  in  the  spring  of  1836, 
and  joined  his  family  in  ^^'etbersfield,  Con- 
necticut, where  he  had  left  them.  In  the  fall 
of  that  year,  in  company  with  Norman  Btit- 
ler  and  John  F.  ^^■illard,  he  came  to  Henry 
countv.  Illinois,  by  wagon,  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  Kewanee  township,  where  he 
took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
prairie  land  and  one  huntlred  and  twenty 
acres  of  timber  land,  purchasing  the  same 
when  it  came  into  market.  He  erected  a  log 
cabin,  twenty-two  by  thirty  feet,  upon  his 
place,  but  it  was  only  partially  roofed  that 
winter,  though  it  was  the  home  of  the  three 
men  until  spring.  Thev  endured  many  hard- 
ships, and  their  food  consisted  of  only  a  quar- 
ter of  a  beef,  two  pounds  of  butter  and  some 
cracked  corn.  In  the  spring  of  1837  ]\Ir. 
Goodrich  returned  to  Connecticut  for  his 
family,  and  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  and 
Great  Lakes,  proceeded  at  once  to  Chicago, 
which  was  then  a  small  village,  one  of  its 
principal  features  being  the  lilock  house. 
There  he  purchased  a  team  of  Indian  ponies 
and  drove  across  the  countrx'  to  Henry  coun- 
ty. Immediately  after  his  arri\al  he  com- 
ntenced  to  improve  and  cultix'ate  his  land, 
making  it  his  home  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  died  in  1852.  in  his  fifty- 
eighth  year,  and  his  first  wife  died  in  1840,  at 
the  age  of  forty  years,  being  the  first  person 
interred  in  the  bur\-ing  ground  at  Wethers- 
field. For  his  second  wife  he  married  Rachel 
Curtis.  His  children  were  all  by  the  first 
union  and  were  as  follows:' Lelah,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  months:  Xancy,  wife  of 
Or.  \\'illiam  H.  Day.  of  Kewanee;  Jane  L.. 
widow  of  F.  v..  Slocum  and  a  resident  of 
Lodi.    Illinois:   Joseph,   a    retired   citizen  of 
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Ravenswood,  Illinois;  William  R.,  our  sub- 
ject; Charles  B.,  who  died  at  the  ag-e  of  for- 
ty-six years;  and  Martha,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  forty. 

William  R.  Goodrich  began  his  educa- 
tion in  Wethersfield,  in  a  log  building  which 
was  used  as  a  school  house  and  church,  and 
the  knowledge  he  acquired  in  the  school  room 
has  been  greatly  supplemented  by  reading 
and  observation  in  subsec[uent  years.  As 
soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  be  of  any  as- 
sistance he  commenced  aiding  in  the  work 
of  the  farm  and  give  his  father  the  benefit 
of  his  labors  until  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
when  he  began  work  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  had  learned  with  his  father.  In 
1855,  he  built  for  H.  G.  Little  and  Nelson 
Lay  the  first  school  house  erected  in  Ke- 
•\vanee,  it  being  a  one-story  structure,  four- 
teen by  twenty-four  feet,  and  considered 
very  fine  at  that  time.  He  followed  that 
trade  for  four  years,  and  in  1857,  erected  a 
building  and  started  the  first  bakery  in  Ke- 
wanee.  After  conducting  it  as  sucli  for  three 
years,  he  turned  it  into  an  eating  house, 
which  he  carried  on  in  connection  with  work 
at  the  gunsmith's  trade.  In  1886  he  sold  out 
and  has  since  lived  retired. 

On  the  226.  of  November,  1857,  'Slv. 
Goodrich  married  Miss  Harriet  AI.  Slocum, 
a  native  of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  L. 
O.  Slocum,  who  was  also  born  in  that  state. 
and  removed  to  Kewanee  in  1856,  making 
his  home  here  until  1880,  when  he  went  to 
Adair  county,  Iowa.  By  trade  he  was  a 
shoemaker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodrich  are  the 
parents  of  five  children :  William  B.,  a  paint- 
er, of  Chicago,  who  married  Ella  Rinebeck, 
and  has  one  child,  Lena  May;  Roland  S..  a 
resident  of  southern  Oregon,  who  married 
Idella  Berry;  Frederick  G.,  a  f<iundrynian,  of 
Kock  Island,  who  married  Jennie  Henrv.  and 


has  three  daughters,  Hattie.  ^linnie  and 
Grace;  Charles  E.,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  who 
is  now  working  in  the  rolling  mills  of  Ke- 
wanee; and  L.  J.,  who  married  Nellie  Will- 
iams and  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  oste- 
opathy at  Flint,  Michigan. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  Mr.  Goodrich  has  been  one  of  its 
stanch  supporters.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Mutual  Aid,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
was  trustee  for  six  years.  In  1 893  they  went 
to  Oregon  and  spent  seventeen  months  on  the 
Pacific  coast  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 
Mr.  Goodrich  can  relate  many  interesting 
incidents  of  pioneer  life,  when  this  country 
was  all  wild  and  unimproved.  On  one  occa- 
sion he  was  within  ten  rods  of  a  herd  of  deer 
that  must  have  numbered  at  least  six  hun- 
dred. 


GEORGE  T.  FREES. 

This  well-known  and  prominent  citizen  of 
Edford  township,  who  owns  and  operates  a 
good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  on 
sections  21  and  16,  was  born  in  the  neighbor- 
ing county  of  Rock  Island  on  the  22d  of 
■March,  1859,  and  is  a  son  oi  Henry  and 
Catherine  (Mantler)  Frels.  The  father  was 
a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  nineteen  years 
of  age  when  he  came  to  the  United  States. 
For  five  years  he  followed  the  life  of  a  sailor 
on  the  ocean,  and  the  same  length  of  time 
was  spent  on  the  Mississippi  and  ^lissouri 
rivers.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  came  to 
Illinois,  and  tocik  up  his  residence  in  Rock 
bland  county,  where  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  of  government  land  at 
ihe  regular  price  of  one  dollar  and  a  ([uarter 
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per  acre.  He  also  Ijecame  owner  of  two  luin- 
clred  acres  of  land  in  Edford  townsliip.  Hen- 
ry county,  but  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
the  former  county  tliroughout  Hfe.  dying 
tliere  in  1880,  at  tiie  age  of  sixty-one  years. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  1861.  Of  the  eight 
ciiildren  born  to  them,  two  died  in  infancy, 
tiie  iithers  lieing  ^Margaret,  wife  of  ?\Iark 
Hauberg,  a  farmer  of  Rock  Iskmd  county: 
]^Iary,  deceased  wife  nf  Adam  Garnent,  a 
farmer  of  Henry  county:  Henry  and  W'iH- 
iam,  both  farmers  of  Rock  Island  county; 
George  T..  our  subject;  and  Henrietta,  wife 
of  Fred  Schmoll,  a  farmer  of  Osco  ti  >wnship, 
Henry  county. 

During  his  minority,  George  T.  Frcls 
remained  at  home  and  gave  his  father  the, 
benefit  of  his  labors.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  and  completed  his  education  at 
the  business  college  of  Clinton,  Iowa.  On 
leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  set- 
tled on  his  present  far'm  in  Edford  township, 
and  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  has 
since  dexcited  his  energies.  As  a  general 
farmer  antl  stock  raiser  he  has  met  with  good 
success,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  well-to-do 
citizens  of  his  community. 

At  Barstow,  Rock  Island  county.  ^|,r. 
Frels  was  married  November  16,  1882,  to 
!Miss  Xettie  Clolden,  who  was  born  June  29, 
1865,  .-I  (laughter  of  Benjamin  and  Addie 
(iM-ankhnl  Gulden,  agriculturists  of  that 
county,  'idle  father  was  born  in  Peekskill, 
^\"estchester  county.  Xew  N'ork,  March  26, 
]8.J4.  and  came  to  lllinoi.s  in  1853.  He  was 
f<nu-  years  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war.  enlisting  first  in  May,  1861,  in  the 
Xineteenih  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry,  and 
in  December.  i8(>i.  in  the  I'ifty-firsl  Illinois 
\  olunteer  infantry,  in  which  regiment  he 
.•served  until  Octoiier.  1865,  when  he  wa<  ilis- 
ch.arged.     His  regiment  formed  part  of  the 


Fourth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cuml)erland.  He 
was  wounded  on  the  27th  of  June,  1864,  at 
the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  in  Georgia. 
He  was  married  September  14.  1864,  to  ^liss 
Addie  Franklin.  He  now  resides  in  Mc- 
Cune.  Crawford  county,  Kansas,  engaged 
in  farming.  His  wife  was  born  in  Hampton 
township.  Ruck  Island  county,  Illinois, 
?\Iarch  3,  1843,  her  parents  beng  Joel  (Jnnit 
and  Betsy  F.  (  Eilwards)  Franklin.  Her 
mother  died  about  ten  years  ago  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years,  and  her  father  contin- 
uetl  to  reside  on  the  farm  in  Hampton  town- 
slii]).  Rock  Island  county,  where  he  located 
on  coming  west  in  pioneer  days,  until  his 
tleath,  December  Ri,i900,at  the  age  of  ninetj- 
years.  He  was  a  nati\e  of  A'ermont.  and  was 
ninet\-  years  of  age  on  the  24th  of  October. 
3900.  ]Mrs.  Frels  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of 
seven  children,  the  others  being  May,  de- 
ceased wife  uf  Warren  Sykes,  a  farmer  of 
Hampton  township.  Rock  Island  county; 
Luther,  a  farmer  of  Kansas:  .\rthur;  Flora, 
wife  of  Sherman  Scott,  a  farmer  of  Mc- 
Cune,  Kansas;  Nellie,  wife  of  Claude  \\'illis. 
a  liarlier,  of  McCune;  and  Freilerick,  who 
died  at  the  age  i>f  one  year. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frels  were  born  the 
following  named  children:  Genevra  I'earl, 
bonr  in  Rock  Island  county,  September  19, 
18S3,  and  Addie  May.  born  in  Edford  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  .May  12,  1885,  are  botli 
at  home;  George  Royal,  born  December  21. 
1886,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years  and  i'nc 
days;  Rilla  lilanche,  born  June  10,  1892,  died 
at  the  age  of  s'.Kteer.  mouths;  Benjamin  .\r- 
thur,  born  October  2,  1895,  Goldie  Irene, 
born  .\ugust  13,  1897,  and  Mildred,  burn 
April   16,  1899,  complete  the  faiuil\-. 

.\lr.  i'"rels  is  one  of  the  leading  and  inllu- 
ential  men  cif  his  conuuunitv  and  has  held 
iniblic    ofiice    almost    continuously    during 
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his  residence  in  this  county,  at  present  serv- 
ing as  commissioner  and  scliool  director.  At 
different  times  he  has  filled  the  position  of 
assessor,  collector  and  road  commissioner, 
discharging  his  duties  in  a  rommendahle  and 
satisfactory  manner.  He  attends  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church,  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed hv  all  who  know  him. 


DANIEL  AIcC.VRTHV. 

Daniel  McCarthy,  deceased,  was  for  for- 
ty-five years  one  of  the  trusted  and  faithful 
employes  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century 
v,as  an  honored  resident  of  Geneseo.  Illinois. 
He  was  born  in  1835,  in  county  Kerr\-.  Ire- 
land, where  his  parents,  Timothy  and  Mary 
(O'Brien)  McCarthy,  spent  their  entire  lives. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  were  Mary, 
who  wedded  William  O'Neal,  and  lived  for  a 
time  in  Bureau  and  Rock  Island  counties, Illi- 
nois, and  died  in  Rock  Island  Januar}- 
31,  1900;  Nora,  who  married  Edward  Swee- 
ney, and  both  died  in  Montreal,  Canada ;  Jo- 
hannah,  who  married  a  Mr.  Hogan,  and  died 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  February,  1898. 
Her  husband  died  in  Boston,  also.  Cather- 
ine, who  died  in  Ireland  unmarried,  and 
ilichael,  who  went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
and  has  not  been  heard  of  in  thirty  years. 

On  his  emigration  to  America,  in  1846, 
Daniel  McCarthy  located  at  Ottawa,  Illinois, 
and  soon  afterward  entered  the  service  of  the 
Rock  Island  Railroad  Compan}-.  On  the 
18th  of  November,  1855,  he  led  to  the  mar- 
riage altar  Aliss  Hilary  ^laher,  who  was  also 
born  in  county  Kerr_\',  Ireland,  August  15, 
1831,  and  is  a  daughter  oi  Jeremiah  and 
Catherine  (Ford)  ]Maher,  life-long  residents 


of  that  country.  Mrs.  [McCarthy  is  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  Patrick,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Errit.  and  lived  in  Ottawa.  Illinois,  but 
after  her  death  and  his  second  marriage,  he 
removed  to  Tiskilwa,  Bureau  county,  this 
state;  Daniel  H.,  who  died  in  Texas:  Bar- 
tliolomew,  who  married  Margaret  Wolf,  and 
resides  in  LaSalle  county,  Illinois,  and  John, 
who  wedded  ]\Iarv  Bartell,  and  died  in  Min- 
nesota, in  June.  1897. 

Unt(_i  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCarthy  were  born 
seven  children,  name!}- ;  ]\lar_\-.  now  the  wife 
of  Edward  Shields,of  Hancock  county, Iowa; 
Catherine,  wife  of  John  O'Brien,  a  grocer  of 
Geneseo,  by  whom  she  has  two  children,  Ger- 
trude and  Florence;  Daniel,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Nannie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years;  Nellie,  who  married  John  Carney, 
of  Rock  Island,  and  died  Alarch  13.  1897, 
lea\'ing  two  children,  Aviary,  who  now  lives 
with  Mrs.  [McCarthy,  and  Maud,  who  lives 
with  her  attnt,  Mrs.  Shields;  Lizzie,  wife  of 
James  Kidney,  superintendent  of  the  water 
works  of  the  Rock  Island  railroad  at  Daven- 
jjort.  by  whom  she  had  four  children,  Ed- 
ward, deceased,  Mary,  Daniel  and  Catherine; 
and  Agnes,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Henry  county. 

From  Ottawa  ]Mr.  McCarthy  removed 
to  Bureau  county,  and  in  1867  came  to  Gen- 
eseo. where  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  2-. 
1894.  As  previously  stated,  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  forty-five  years,  and  had  the  entire 
C(jnfidence  of  the  railroad  ollicials,  as  well 
as  the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  read 
a  great  deal  and  was  well  posted  on  the  af- 
fairs of  the  country.  By  his  ballot  he  sup- 
ported the  men  and  measures  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.     He  was  a  devout  member  of 
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tlie  Catliolic  Cluirch.  ti>  which  liis  wife  ;nul 
family  also  l>elong.  and  for  nine  years  during 
liis  residence  in  Tiskilwa.  Bureau  county,  the 
priest  made  his  home  with  liim.  He  contrib- 
uted most  liberally  to  the  support  of  his 
church  and  gave  generously  to  all  charities. 
As  a  man  he  was  public  spirited  and  progres- 
sive and  his  word  was  considered  as  good  as 
his  bond. 


^\■ILL^AM  A. 


A'lLI 


Thi.s  well-known  real-estate  dealer,  cnn- 
tractor  and  builder  of  Kewanee.  with  office 
over  ihe  First  National  Bank,  is  a  true  type 
of  western  progress  and  enterprise,  and  the 
city  owes  not  a  little  of  its  property  to  his  en- 
ergetic efforts.  His  diligence,  prudent  bus- 
iness methods  and  reliable  sagacity  ha\-e  all 
combined  to  make  him  one  of  tlie  ablest  busi- 
ness men  of  the  community,  and  he  has 
?,chieved  an  enviable  success. 

A  native  of  Heriry  county.  Mr.  Xeville 
was  born  February  3,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of 
Patrick  Xeville,  who  was  l)orn  in  Ireland, 
and  died  in  early  life.  The  father  came  to 
America  when  quite  young,  and  beliex'ing 
this  county  to  be  a  desinible  locality,  he  en- 
tered a  tract  of  government  l.unl.  the  so'.tth- 
west  quarter  of  section  -'4.  I'.urns  township, 
which  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family. 
His  house,  built  of  lumber  hauled  from  Chi- 
cago with  ox  teams,  is  still  standing,  and 
\vas  occupied  until  1SS3.  At  the  time  of  its 
erection,  it  was  surrounded  by  sai)lings  which 
have  grown  into  large  and  beautiful  trees. 
Thoughout  life  the  father  followed  agricul- 
ttu-al  pursuits.  He  was  m.arried  in  Henry 
county,  about  1S40.  to  .Miss  jane  Pounds, 
wlio  was  Ixirn  in  IV'un.sylvania.  Alarch  u. 
1 81 2,  and  later  lived  in  Canton,  Stark  coun- 


t}-,  Ohio,  and  being  left  an  orphan  at  an  early 
a.ge  was  bound  out  according  to  the  custom 
of  that  time.  She  long  survived  her  husband, 
dying  on  the  14th  of  February,  1896,  when 
nearly  eighty-four  years  of  age.  During  her 
girlhood  in  Ohio  she  united  with  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  of  which  she  was  a  devout  and 
active  member  throughout  life.  Her  chil- 
dren, were  Thomas  P.,  now  a  resident  of  Stu- 
art, Iowa;  ]\Iary  A.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
James  L.,  a  resident  of  Belleville,  Kansas, 
who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Harper's  Ferry,  enduring 
all  the  hardships  of  southern  prison  life; 
P.  H.,  who  lives  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  old 
homestead:  and  ^^'illiam  A.,  our  subject. 
Mrs.  Neville  came  to  Illinios  in  1840.  first 
stopping  in  Fulton,  but  soon  after  coming  to 
Henry  county,  and  at  the  time  of  her  death 
she  was  one  of  the  earhest  pioneers  left. 

The  bo3diood  and  youth  of  William  A. 
Neville  were  passed  in  much  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  attending  the 
district  schools,  wdiere  he  conned  his  lessons 
on  slab  seats.  Having  become  thoroughly 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  several  years  in  Iowa 
after  his  school  days  were  o\er,  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  carjjenter's  trade. 
He  h^s  since  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building.  It  has  been  his  plan  to  erect 
houses,  which  he  would  then  sell,  thus  deal- 
ing e.xteusixely  in  real  estate,  as  he  has  built 
hundreds  of  houses  in  Kewanee.  In  this 
way  he  has  done  much  to  impove  the  city. 
Indeed,  few-  persons  have  done  more  to  ad- 
vance its  interests  than  ]\Ir.  Neville.  He  has 
also  erected  several  large  brick  buildings, 
his  first  being  Hotel  jNIain.  In  design  and 
structure  his  own  residence  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  in  the  city.  In  1895  he  laid 
out  a  tract  of  six  acres,  known  as  Nexille's 
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addition  to  tlie  city  of  Kewanee,  on  wliich 
he  has  built  and  sold  many  houses.  He  has 
paid  out  large  sums  for  help  in  his  work. 
On  the  14th  of  February,  1878,  Mr. 
Neville  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Cynthia  \\'est,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  in 
1863,  when  a  child  of  six  years  came  to  Illi- 
nois with  her  parents,  Michael  and  Pliebe 
(Mettler)  West,  also  natives  of  the  Buck- 
eye state.  By  this  union  have  been  born  four 
children,  namely:  Russell  T.,  who  is  now  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a  firm  engaged  in 
photographic  work;  Frank  R.,  Ralph  L.  and 
Edna  H.,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Neville  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  social!}'  she  and  her  husband  are  very 
popular  with  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
c^uaintances.  In  politics  he  is  a  Prohi- 
bitionist. 


GEORGE  R.  W.  ARNOLD. 

George  Richard  W.  Arnold,  a  member  of 
the  well-known  firm  of  Arnold  &  Goembel, 
dealers  in  grain  and  coal,  is  one  of  the  im- 
portant factors  in  the  business  circles  of 
Geneseo.  He  was  born  on  the  21st  of  May, 
1S57,  in  Cook  county,  Illinois,  and  is  a  son 
of  J.  George  and  Salome  (Windling)  Ar- 
nold, both  natives  of  Alsace,  now  a  province 
of  Germany.  In  early  life  the  mother  came 
to  America  with  her  parents,  Philip  and 
Mary  Windling,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  the  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  com- 
pany with  his  mother  and  five  children,  his 
lather  having  died  in  Germany  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five  years.  It  was  in  1844  that  the 
Arnold  family  reached  this  country  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Cook  county,  Illinois. 
They  improved  a  farm  in  Northfield  town- 
ship, where  the  grandmother  of  our  subject 


spent  her  remaining  days,  dying  there  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five  years.  She  was  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  and 
her  husband  held  membership  in  the  Luther- 
an Church  in  Germany. 

Our  subject  is  tlie  oldest  in  a  family  of 
five  children,  the  others  being  Lavina  Sarah, 
Vv-ife  of  Samuel  Rapp,  a  farmer  of  \\'hite- 
side  county,  Illinois ;  Ashton  and  Henrietta, 
who  both  died  in  infancy ;  and  Flora,  at  home 
with  her  mother,  who  is  an  honored  resident 
of  Geneseo,  and  is  now  in  her  seventieth  year. 
It  was  in  1883  that  the  family  came  to  Henry 
county,  and  took  up  their  residence  on  a 
farm  on  section  17,  Geneseo  township,  just 
outside  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  of 
that  name. 

During  his  boyhood  George  R.  W.  Ar- 
nold acquired  a  good  practical  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  also  gained  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  came  with  the 
family  to  this  county  in  1883,  and  success- 
fully operated  the  home  farm  in  Geneseo 
township,  which  consists  of  ninety-five  acres 
of  very  valuable  and  well  improved  land. 
He  continued  his  farming  operations  until 
1895,  when  he  embarked  in  his  present 
business  at  Geneseo,  as  a  partner  of  Aaron 
Rapp,  under  the  firm  name  of  Rapp  &  Ar- 
nold. That  connection  continued  two  years, 
and  he  has  since  engaged  in  business  with 
Samuel  Goembel  under  the  style  of  Arnold 
&  Goembel.  There  are  only  two  elevators 
in  Geneseo,  and  this  firm  receives  a  liberal 
share  of  the  patronage. 

Mr.  Arnold  was  married,  April  29,  1897. 
to  Miss  Lorena  L.  Offerle,  and  to  them  has 
been  born  a  daughter,  Onida  Lois,  the  joy 
and  pride  of  the  home.  She  was  named 
after  the  ship  "Onida,"  in  which  IMr.  Ar- 
nold's father  came  to  America.    Mrs.  Arnold 
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was  lx)rn  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  OfFerle.  tlie  former 
a  native  of  Alsace,  Germany,  the  latter  of 
the  Keystone  state.  They  are  still  living  at 
th.e  ages  of  seventy-one  and  sixty-five  years, 
respectively,  and  are  highly  respected  citizens 
of  Genesee.  Religiously  they  are  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Association.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Josie,  wife  of  John  ]\Iinch,  of  Hoop- 
pole:  Henry,  who  married  McKinley 

and  follows  farming  in  Kansas:  Anna,  wife 
of  Philip  Somers,  a  farmer  of  Hooppole; 
Cora,  deceased;  Lorena  L.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Alfred,  who  married  Lou  W'ildermuth 
and  is  a  farmer  of  this  county ;  and  Aaron, 
a  resident  of  Enid,  Oklahoma. 

I'olitically  Mr.  Arnold  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  socially  affiliates 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
the  Knights  of  the  Globe.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation, and  he  has  served  as  steward  of  the 
church  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  several  years.  By  untiring  in- 
dustry and  sound  business  judgment  he  has 
won  merited  success  in  all  his  undertakings, 
and  is  in  all  respects  worthy  the  high  regard 
in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  men. 


NELS  M.  ROXSTRCM. 

For  a  quarter  of  a  century  this  gentleman 
has  been  identified  with  the  business  interests 
of  Kewanee  as  a  painter  and  contractor,  and 
having  become  one  of  its  leading  citizens  he 
is  now  serving  as  alderman  of  the  fifth  w-ard. 
He  comes  from  across  the  sea,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  April  14.  1851.  in  the  southern 
part  of  Sweden,  where  his  parents,  Muns 
and  Hannah  (Paulson)  Gunnason,  spent 
their  entire  lives.  His  father,  wdio  was  a 
manufacturer  of  ale,  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 


enty-three years,  but  the  mother  is  still  living 
and  is  about  eighty  years  of  age.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
one  daughter  died  in  infancy,  the  others 
being  Johanna,  now-  a  widow  and  a  resident 
of  Sweden;  Nels  M.,  our  subject;  Mary, 
Augusta  and  Annie,  also  residents  of  Swe- 
den; Elsie,  wife  of  Joseph  Schronover,  of 
Kewanee;  and  Xellie,  wife  of  Xels  Ander- 
son of  the  same  city. 

On  completing  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Sweden  Mr.  Ronstrum  en- 
gaged in  clerking  in  a  general  store  there 
for  three  years.  In  1869,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years,  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune 
in  America,  where  he  believed  better  oppor- 
tunities were  afforded  ambitious  young  men 
than  in  the  countries  of  the  old  world.  He 
sailed  from  Guttenberg  to  Hull.  England, 
and  at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  took  passage  on  a 
vessel  bound  for  Xew  York.  On  arriving 
in  that  city  he  proceeded  at  once  to  Knox- 
ville,  Knox  county,  Illinois,  where  he  had 
relatives  living.  For  about  six  months  he 
clerked  in  a  dry-goods  store  at  that  place, 
and  then  spent  two  years  in  Iowa  and  Xe- 
braska,  following  painting  and  railroading 
most  of  the  time. 

On  his  return  to  Illinois  Mr.  Ronstrum 
spent  a  short  time  in  Galesburg,  and  then 
came  to  Kewanee,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  .After  working  on  a  farm  for  a 
few\  months  he  obtained  a  situation  in  the 
grocery  store  of  L.  \V.  Lewis,  with  whom 
he  remained  about  a  year,  and  for  the  same 
length  of  time  was  in  the  employ  of  C.  A. 
Shulton,  a  dry-goods  merchant  of  Kewanee. 
Since  his  marriage,  in  1876,  he  has  engaged 
in  the  painting  business,  and  as  a  contractor 
receives  a  liberal  patronage. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1876,  Mr. 
Ronstrum  married  Miss  Julia  Kleiner,  who 
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Mas  born  in  Poughkeepsie,  Xew  York,  but 
Avas  only  two  years  old  when  brought  to 
tliis  county  I)y  her  parents,  George  and 
]\Ionroe  Kleiner,  the  family  locating  in  Ker 
wanee  when  it  was  a  small  village.  Through- 
out life  her  father  followed  the  mason's 
trade.  Mrs.  Ronstrum  is  the  oldest  of  his 
children,  the  others  being  Clara,  now  the 
widow  of  M.  L.  Frank  and  a  resident  of 
Chicago;  Ella,  wife  of  Dr.  S.  J.  Sharp,  of 
Kewanee;  and  Johanna,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years.  Unto  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  also  been  born  four  children, 
namely:  Carrie,  now  the  wife  of  C.  W.  I'age. 
of  Kewanee;  George,  who  is  with  his  father 
in  the  painting  business  and  resides  at  home; 
Llayme,  who  is  also  at  home  and  a  com- 
positor in  the  office  of  the  Star-Courier ;  and 
Emmet,  attending  the  Kewanee  schools. 

Formerly  I\Ir.  Ronstrum  was  an  Odd 
Fellow,  but  at  present  is  not  connected  with 
that  order.  He  is,  however,  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Circle  and  Cyprus  Camp,  Xo.  84, 
J\I.  W.  A.  Since  casting  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  James  A.  Garfield,  he  has  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  the  spring 
of  igoo  was  the  first  Republican  alderman 
ever  elected  in  the  fifth  ward,  receiving  a 
majority  of  thirty-six.  This  fact  plainly 
indicates  his  personal  popularity  and  the  con- 
fidence and  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  fel- 
low citizens.  He  is  now  serving  as  chair- 
man of  the  park  and  cemetery  committees, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  committees  on 
finance  and  streets. 


ROBERT  F.  STEELE. 

Robert  F.  Steele,  deceased,  was  for  tliirty 
years  identified  with  the  business  and  po- 
litical affairs  of  Geneseo,  and  during  all  that 


time  enjoyed  the  respect  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men by  reason  of  his  strict  integrity  and 
true  manliness.  His  de\otion  to  the  city's 
welfare  made  him  a  valued  factor  in  public 
life,  and  in  his  death  Geneseo  was  deprived 
of  one  of  her  best  citizens. 

Mr.  Steele  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
January  10,  183 1,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry, 
his  parents  being  Robert  and  Betsey  Steele, 
also  natives  of  the  old  Granite  state,  where 
the  father  followed  farming  for  many  years. 
He  came  west  in  1856  and  spent  his  last 
days  in  Geneseo,  Illinois,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1887.  In  Xew  Hampshire  he  had 
served  as  deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
for  many  years,  and  during  his  residence 
here  held  the  same  office  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  His  wife,  who  was  also  an 
active  member  of  the  same  church,  died  in 
1 876,  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years.  In 
their  family  were  four  children :  Robert  F., 
of  this  review;  Mary,  who  wedded  Elihu 
Bryant,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Eliza- 
beth, a  resident  of  Arizona,  who  first  mar- 
ried John  Milton  Taylor,  and  after  his  death 
John  Van  Suyl;  and  Samuel,  who  died  in 
Geneseo  many  years  ago. 

Amid  New  England  scenes  Robert  F. 
Steele  grew  to  manhood,  and  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Methuen,  Massachusetts,  April  21, 
1857,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Hardy,  who  Avas 
born  in  Antrim,  X^ew  Hampshire,  of  which 
town  her  husband  was  also  a  native.  Her 
parents  were  Silas  and  Abigail  (Farley) 
Hardy,  both  of  English  extraction,  and  the 
former  a  son  of  Sarah  Spofford,  who  be- 
longed to  a  very  noted  family  in  American 
history  and  a  relative  of  Spofford.  the 
librarian  at  Washington.  D.  C.  His  father, 
David  Hardy,  fought  for  American  inde- 
pendence, and  thus  Mrs.  Steele  is  a  daugh- 
ter  of   the   Revolution.      Her    father,    who 
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was  by  occupation  a  farmer,  died  in 
Antrim,  Xew  Hampshire,  in  1855.  Her 
mother,  Mrs.  Abigail  Hardy,  was  born 
June  I.  1800,  and  died  in  February,  1887. 
;Mrs.  ."Steele  is  the  younger  in  a  family  of 
two  children.  Her  sister,  Sarah  Abigail, 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  J.  French,  of  Lawrence, 
Massachusetts.  They  have  no  children  liv- 
ing. To  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  born 
a  daughter,  Abbie,  now  the  wife  of  Colonel 
H.  V.  Fisher,  who  is  represented  on  another 
page  of  this  volume. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  in  1857,  !Mr. 
Steele  came  to  Geneseo,  Illinois,  and  em- 
barked in  the  shoe  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bryant  &  Steele,  which  connection 
was  continued  until  i86o,  when  he  sold  out. 
In  August,  i86_',  he  entered  the  Unicni  army 
as  a  private  of  Company  I,  One  Hunihed 
and  Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  but 
was  later  made  commissary  sergeant.  He 
went  with  his  regiment  to  Kentucky  and  re- 
mained in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased. 
The  exposure  of  his  army  life  brought  on 
disease,  the  effects  of  which  probably  caused 
his  early  death.  After  his  return  home  he 
was  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hosford  &  Steele  until 
about  two  years  ])rior  to  his  death,  when  he 
commenced  handling  real  estate. 

Mr.  Steele  died  September  6,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years,  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  tlie  Congregational  Church  and 
was  serving  as  deacon  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  political  support  was  given  first  to 
the  Whig  and  later  the  Republican  parties, 
and  in  his  social  relations  was  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  was 
quite  prominent  and  influential  in  public 
affairs,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  board  of 


supervisors  for  some  years,  and  also  effi- 
ciently filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peaco 
for  many  years.  In  1867  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Geneseo,  and  while  filling  that 
office  he  also  served  as  city  clerk.  He  was 
mayor  three  terms,  and  such  was  his  popu- 
larity as  chief  executive  that  he  might  have 
held  the  office  indefinitely  had  he  not  re- 
fused to  accept  the  honor  longer.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
several  terms,  and  director  in  the  Farmers 
National  Bank,  and  his  various  official  duties 
were  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity 
worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.  No 
man  in  the  community  stood  higher  socially 
and  those  who  knew  him  best  speak  in  un- 
qualified terms  of  his  sterling  integrity,  his 
honor  in  Inisiness,  and  his  fidelity  to  all  the 
duties  of  public  and  private  life.  At  his 
death  of  Mayor  J.  H.  Mitchell,  of  Geneseo. 
issued  the  following  iirdinance :  "As  an  evi- 
dence of  our  eateem  for  ^Ir.  Steele  and  our 
deep  regret  at  his  weath,  and  as  a  mark  of 
respect,  I  hereby  request  merchants,  bankers 
and  other  places  of  business  to  close  from 
ten  o'clock  a.  m.  until  noon  on  Thursday. 
September  8,  1887." 


JOHN  P.  BRADY. 

Anunig  the  prominent  young  business 
men  of  Kewanee  is  John  P.  Brady,  a  whole- 
sale and  retail  liquor  dealer,  who  was  born 
in  that  city  on  the  J7th  of  February,  1868. 
and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Rosanna 
(Trainer)  Brady,  who  are  represented  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  For  many 
\ears  the  father  carried  on  the  business  now 
conducted  by  his  son,  and  was  also  inter- 
ested in  the  ice  business. 
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John  P.  Brady  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Kewanee  and  since  attaining  to  man's 
estate  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
business  interests.  His  place  is  one  of  the 
nest  of  the  kind  in  the  city,  everything  about 
it  being  lirst-class,  while  the  goods  handled 
are  the  best  that  money  can  buy.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  fine  bottled  goods  and  high 
grade  cigars,  in  whicli  department  he  has 
the  largest  and  finest  line  in  Kewanee.  A 
finely-  equipped  billiard  hall  occupies  the 
second  floor  of  the  building,  where  all  lovers 
of  the  game  can  while  away  an  hour  in  a 
most  pleasant  n  nnner.  ^Ir.  Brady  also  con- 
ducts a  regular  bottling  works,  manufactur- 
ing soda  wa^er  and  all  kinds  of  soft  drinks, 
which  he  supplies  to  the  trade.  Buying  his 
goods  directly  from  the  manufacturers,  he 
receives  the  benefit  of  cash  discounts,  and 
is  thus  able  to  give  a  better  article  for  the 
same  amount  of  mone}-  than  those  who  buy 
on  credit.  His  house  is  conducted  in  a  quiet 
and  orderly  manner,  and  as  a  consequence 
his  trade  is  both  large  and  far-reaching. 
]\Ir.  Brady  is  a  genial,  accommodating  gen- 
tleman, and  treats  his  patrons  in  a  manner 
which  makes  them  feel  like  calling  again. 
He  manages  liis  business  uixm  strictly  busi- 
ness principles  and  has  sabred  a  signal  suc- 
cess in  the  prosecution  of  the  same.  Mr. 
Brady  has  also  leased  what  is  known  as 
Crystal  Lake,  which  he  has  converted  into  an 
ideal  resort,  with  boating,  bathing  and 
shooting  the  chutes.  This  he  now  rents  for 
picnic  purposes.  There  is  also  a  base-ball 
ground  attached.  He  has  been  manager  of 
the  base-ball  team  of  Kewanee,  which  is  one 
of  the  best  amateur  organizations  of  the 
kind  in  the  state,  and  which  has  at  times  de- 
feated the  professionals. 

In  September,     1894,    Air.   Brady    was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Martin, 

16 


a  daughter  of  P.  K.  Martin,  who  was  born 
in  Ireland.  For  two  terms  Mr.  Brady  was 
secretary  of  the  township  Republican  central 
committee,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
campaign  of  1900  for  INIcKinley,  Roose- 
velt and  Yates.  He  is  well  liked  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  ac(iuaintances,  and  en- 
joys the  respect  of  the  entire  coiumunity. 


GEORGE  \\'.   RO\\E. 

George  W.  Rowe,  of  Geneseo,  is  now  li\- 
ing  a  retired  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  rest 
which  he  has  truly  earned  and  richly  de- 
serves by  reason  of  his  industrious  efforts 
of  former  years.  Accomplishment  and  prog- 
ress ever  imply  labor,  energy  and  diligence, 
and  it  was  those  equalities  that  enabled  our 
subject  to  rise  from  the  ranks  of  the  many 
and  stand  among  the  successful  few. 

A  native  of  New  York,  Mr.  Rowe  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Bath,  Steuben  county, 
May  20,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Smith 
and  Rachel  (Sherrer)  Rowe,  who  were  also 
born  in  the  Empire  state,  and  made  their 
hotne  there  until  their  removal  to  Illinois 
in  1835,  when  they  took  up  their  residence 
in  Whiteside  county.  The  father  secured  a 
tract  of  government  land  and  built  a  log 
house,  into  which  the  family  moved  the  next 
fall.  There  he  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock  raising"  until  his  death  when  fifty- 
two  years  of  age.  In  political  sentiment  he 
was  a  Republican.  His  wife  died  a  few 
years  after  locating  in  Whiteside  county. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely :  Delanson,  who  was  killed  in  a  tor- 
nado at  the  home  place  in  Whiteside  county 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age;  George  W., 
our  subject;  Lovina,  widow  of  La  Fayette 
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Crandal],  of  Erie  townsliip,  Whiteside 
county;  Elvira,  who  married  Jackson  War- 
ner and  died  at  tlie  age  of  forty  years;  Eliza 
Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Kempster.  a 
farmer  of  Portland,  Whiteside  county; 
Mary  Jane,  wife  of  James  Calkens,  a  farmer 
of  Hillsdale,  Rock  Island  county;  \\'illiam. 
who  was  killed  at  the  same  time  as  his 
hrotlier  Delanson.  when  about  twelve  years 
old;  and  Robert  E.,  who  entered  the  Civil 
war  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 

George  W.  Rowe  attended  school  at  the 
place  of  his  birth  and  also  in  Whiteside 
county,  Illinois,  and  supplemented  the 
knowledge  there  acquired  l)y  home  study. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he 
married  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  3-ears  to 
Miss  Julianna  Kempster,  of  Portland, 
Whiteside  county,  and  then  moved  to  a  farm 
on  section  i8,  Phenix  township,  Henry 
county,  where  he  had  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land.  He  soon 
placed  the  farm  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  erected  thereon  a  good  set  of 
buildings.  There  his  wife  died  in  August. 
1889,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in  the 
Sharon  churchyard  of  Portland  township, 
\\'liiteside  county.  There  were  four  chil- 
dren by  this  union,  all  born  in  Henry  county 
with  exception  of  Ann  Eliza,  the  eldest,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  nine 
months.  (2)  Viola  M.  married  John  j. 
Guild,  a  farmer  of  Portland  township, 
Whiteside  county,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
forty  years,  leaving  three  sons,  Edward, 
Prank  and  Elias.  (3)  Edith  is  the  wife  of 
J.  B.  Walker,  a  farmer  of  the  same  town- 
slii]i,  and  they  have  two  children,  Edna  and 


Charles.     (4)    Arthur  H.  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years  and  nine  months. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife.  Mr.  Rowe 
rented  his  fami  and  lived  with  his  children 
for  a  time.  Later  he  married  Mrs.  Lucy 
Crick,  uf  Portland,  Whiteside  county,  a 
ilaughter  of  Henry  and  Susanna  (  Henney) 
Hines.  The  father  was  born  in  Germany, 
but  was  only  six  months  old  when  brought 
to  this  country  by  his  parents.  His  mother 
died  shortly  after  landing  in  America.  The 
family  located  on  a  farm  in  ^^'ayne  county, 
Ohio,  where  Mr.  Hines  grew  to  manhood. 
On  coming  west  he  took  up  his  residence  at 
Pink  Prairie,  Phenix  township,  Henry 
county,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1869,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  His  widow  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
and  now  makes  her  home  in  Geneseo.  In 
their  family  were  eight  children,  as  follows : 
( I )  John,  a  farmer  of  Brown  county,  Kan- 
sas, married  Amanda  Hershman  and  has 
four  children;  (2)  Lucy,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (3)  Chris- 
tina is  the  wife  of  Aaron  Rapp,  a  prosper- 
ous citizen  and  retired  farmer  of  Geneseo, 
and  they  have  five  children:  Alice,  wife  ot 
John  Bollen,  of  Geneseo;  Elora  and  Cora, 
twins;  Emma;  Roy,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years;  and  Stella.  (4)  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Abner  Offerle,  a  farmer  oi  Of- 
ferle,  Kansas,  which  place  was  namctl  in 
honor  of  his  father,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. (5)  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Leonard 
Seiben,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  volume.  (6)  Hattie  is  the  wife 
of  John  Goembel,  a  retired  farmer  of  Gen- 
eseo. (7)  Peter,  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  Kearney,  \ebraska.  (8) 
-\dam.  a   farmer  of  Phenix  townshij).  this 
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county,  married  Sadie  Bollen,  daughter  of 
John  Bollen,  of  Geneseo,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Floyd  and  Gertrude.  Mrs.  Rowe 
was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  first 
married  Andrew  Urick,  a  life-long  residenS 
of  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  and  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  He  became  quite  well-to-dci 
and  died  April  4,  1895,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
one  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served 
nine  months  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-six  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.'  Urick  were  lx)rn  six  chil- 
dren:  (i  )Mary  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
.Smith,  of  Searstown,  Rock  Island  county, 
who  is  employed  in  the  plow  factory  at  that 
place,  and  they  have  three  children,  Elifie, 
Lester  and  Harold.  (2)  Henry,  a  farmer  of 
Portland  township,  Whiteside  county,  mar- 
ried Myrtle  Kempster  antl  they  ha\e  tine 
child,  Jessie.  (3)  Albert  resides  on  the  home 
farm  in  Portland  township,  ^^'hiteside 
county.  (4)  Julia  and  (5)  Earl  live  with 
their  mother  in  Geneseo.  (6)  I'rank  died  in 
infancy. 

In  his  farming  operations  Mr.  Rowe  met 
with  most  excellent  success  and  acquired 
over  seven  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land 
in  Phenix  township,  this  county,  most  of 
which  he  has  divided  among  his  children, 
though  he  still  retains  the  homestead  farm. 
He  always  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
the  raising  of  stock,  and  found  that  branch 
of  his  business  quite  profitable.  He  is  now 
living  retired  at  a  pleasant  home  on  Xorth 
Aldrich  street,  Geneseo.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
seen  almost  the  entire  development  of  this 
section  of  the  state,  having  located  in  White- 
side county  when  the  timber  was  inhabited 
by  Indians,  while  wolves,  deer  and  wild  game 
was  plentiful.  When  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Henry  county  most  of  the  land  was 


wild  and  unimproved,  and  he  built  the  first 
house  on  what  is  called  the  Rock  river  bot- 
tom in  Phenix  township.  In  the  work  of 
advancement  and  progress  he  has  ever  born 
his  part.  He  is  now  one  of  the  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Geneseo,  and  his  long 
residence  in  this  section  of  the  state  and  the 
active  part  he  has  taken  in  its  development 
well  entitle  him  to  representation  in  the 
liistory  of  his  adopted  county. 


CARL  KIRCHXER. 

Carl  Kirchner,  a  well-known  retired  far- 
mer of  Geneseo,  is  a  man  whose  successful 
struggle  with  adverse  circumstances  shows 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  industry  and 
economy,  especially  if  a  sensible  wife  sec- 
onds his  efforts  to  secure  a  home  and  com- 
petence. Coming  to  the  new  world  empty-- 
handed  they  were  obliged  to  make  their  way 
without  any  of  the  aids  which  are  usually 
considered  essential  to  success. 

IMr.  Kirchner  was  born  in  Prussia,  Ger- 
many, Januar}^  28.  1830,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Foughrodt)  Kirchner, 
also  natives  of  that  country.  At  the  death 
of  his  parents  he  was  the  only  representa- 
tive of  the  family  living.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and 
there  he  was  married,  January  14,  1852,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Moak,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, December  31,  1831.  In  1855  they 
bade  good-bye  to  the  fatherland  and  came 
to  America  as  passengers  on  the  "Bremen," 
which  sailed  from  Bremen,  Germany,  and 
at  length  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of 
New  Orleans.  From  the  Crescent  City  they 
came  up  the  ]\Iississippi  river  to  Davenport, 
Iowa,  where  ]\Ir.  Kirchner  had  an  uncle 
living. 
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The  young  couple  both  found  work  on 
the  bluff  near  Rock  Island,  he  receiving- 
eight  dollars  per  month  and  l)oard  for  his 
services.  Mrs.  Kirchner  often  did  a  man'a 
work  in  the  fields,  stacking  hay,  planting 
corn  or  hauling  grain.  In  this  way  she 
earned  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  day. 
Her  uncle  paid  two  hundred  dollars  for  ten 
acres  of  land,  which  he  gave  the  young 
couple,  and  by  their  combined  efforts  they 
were  able  to  add  to  it  from  time  to  time 
until  they  now  own  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  well  improved  and  valuable 
land  in  Hanna  township,  this  county.  They 
continued  to  reside  upon  the  farm  until 
1896,  when  they  removed  to  Geneseo,  where 
they  bought  a  lot  and  built  a  large  and 
handsome  home.  Here  they  are  now  living 
retired  from  active  lalx)r  and  are  enjoying 
a  well-earned  rest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirchner  are  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely:  (i)  Lizzie  is  now 
the  wife  of  William  Oberly,  of  Hooppole, 
this  county,  and  they  have  nine  children, 
Francis,  Charles,  Henry,  Lawrence,  Anna, 
William,  May,  Clarence  and  Josie.  (2) 
Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Rink,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  near  Geneseo,  and  they 
have  four  childen,  Ida,  Lawrence,  Henrietta 
and  Clayton.  (3)  Henry,  residing  at  Scran- 
ton,  near  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  married  Edith 
Russar  and  they  have  one  child,  Flossie.  (4) 
George,  a  farmer  living  near  Geneseo,  Illi- 
nois, wedded  ]\Iary  Steiger,  and  they  have 
one  child.  Hazel.  5)  Lena  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Friend,  of  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Religiously  Mr.  Kirchner  and  his  family 
hold  membership  in  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  politically  lie  is  identified  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  For  the  success  they  have 
achieved  in  life  he  and  his  wife  deserve 
great  credit,  it  being  due  entirely  to  their 


untiring  industry,  good  management  and 
indomitable  perseverance.  They  are  widely 
and  favorably  known  and  ha\e  many  friend* 
throughout  the  countv. 


CHARLES  A.  KELLOGG. 

Among  the  thrifty  and  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists of  Henry  county  is  Charles  A. 
Kellogg,  who  owns  and  operates  a  good 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 9,  Wethersfield  township,  two  miles 
south  of  Kewanee.  A  native  of  Michigan, 
he  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  county,  April  14, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  A.  B.  Kellogg  and 
grandson  of  Hosmer  Kellogg.  The  birth 
of  the  father  occurred  October  22,  1799,  in 
Massachusetts,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  married.  Ilis  first  wife  died  in  that 
state  in  1843.  The  following  year  he  re- 
moved to  White  Pigeon,  St.  Joseph  county, 
[Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising with  his  brothers  for  sexeral  years. 
During  his  residence  there  he  wedded  Mrs. 
Harriet  Stanley,  iicc  Lnoniis,  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  In  1850  they  came  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  and  took  up  their  residence 
in  Wethersfield.  where  Mr.  Kellogg  worked 
at  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade,  and  al.^o 
conducted  a  cooper  shop  and  dealt  in  agri- 
cultural implements.  During  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  he  lived  with  our  subject 
upon  the  farm,  where  he  died  July  23,  1887, 
at  the  age  of  eight\'-eight  years.  His  sec- 
ond wife  survived  him,  and  passed  away 
March  5,  1891,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  Wethersfield  cemetery.  By  their 
union  were  born  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, namely :  Henry  L.,  who  died  in  March, 
1894;  Charles  A.,  of  this  review;  George 
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G.,  a  business  man  of  Tiskihva,  Bureau 
■county,  Illinois;  and  Cynthia  M.,  wife  of 
E.  J.  Ray,  a  farmer  of  Wethersfiekl  town- 
ship. 

Being  only  two  years  old  wiien  brought 
by  his  parents  to  this  county,  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  in  ^^'ethersfield,  and 
he  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  place 
and  Kewanee.  On  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
hand,  and  then  engaged  in  farming  upon 
rented  land.  In  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  he 
was  married  February  20,  1868,  to  Miss 
Kate  S.  Weeks,  who  was  born  on  the  Hud- 
son river,  near  Newburg,  Orange  county. 
New  York,  of  which  county  her  parents, 
George  C.  and  Susan  A.  (Brewster)  W'eeks, 
were  also  natives.  In  the  spring  of  1856  her 
father  brought  the  family  to  Illinois,  and 
after  .spending  four  years  in  Galesburg. 
took  up  his  residence  upon  a  farm  in  Bureau 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  some  years.  His  last  da}-s, 
liowever,  were  spent  in  retirement  from  ac- 
tive labor  in  Tiskihva,  where  he  departed 
this  life  in  the  spring  of  1874.  Since  his 
death  Mrs.  Weeks  has  resided  with  her  chil- 
dren, and  now  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject  and  his  wife.  Mrs.  Kellogg  was 
reared  in  Galesburg  and  Bureau  count)',  and 
by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of 
ten  children:  George  A.,  who  is  married 
and  holds  a  responsible  business  position  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  he  has  three  children, 
Albert  Frederick,  Florence  C,  and  George 
A.;  Frederick  B. ;  Susan  E.,  wife  of  J.  G. 
Hoffman,  a  merchant  of  Kewanee,  by  whom 
she  has  one  son,  J.  Brewster;  Edwin  L., 
who  holds  a  responsible  position  in  the  Ke- 
wanee bank;  and  Harry  C,  Ellen  K.,  Charles 
F.,  iMatilda  W.  and  C.  Herbert,  all  at  home. 
JNIatilda  is  now  attending  the  high  school  of 


Kewanee,  and  Herbert  is  pursuing  his 
studies   in   the   Wethersfield   school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kellogg  began  their  do- 
mestic life  on  a  farm  in  Bureau  county, 
where  they  made  their  home  for  a  few 
years,  and  in  addition  to  his  farming  opera- 
tions he  was  engaged  in  business  there  for 
two  or  three  years,  and  also  operated  a  corn 
sheller  for  some  time.  In  January,  1875,  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  on  section  g,  W'ethersfield  township, 
Henry  county,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  made  many  permanent  im- 
provements upon  the  place,  and  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  his  specialty  being  short  horn 
cattle. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Kel- 
logg has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republi- 
can party  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  General  U.  S.  Grant,  in  1872.  He  has 
been  a  delegate  to  a  number  of  county  con- 
\entions  of  his  party,  and  has  taken  Cjuite  an 
active  part  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  some  years;  as 
assessor  about  eight  3'ears;  and  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Wethersfield  for  four  years.  In 
whatever  position  he  has  been  called  upon 
to  fill  he  has  proved  a  faithful  and  efficient 
officer.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Kewanee,  and  are 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  them. 


THOMAS  BRADY. 

Thomas  Brady,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  a  well-known  business  man  of  Ke- 
wanee as  a  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in 
liquor  and  cigars.  He  was  born  in  county 
Cavan,  Ireland,  May    3,    1845,  ^"d    ^'^'^s  a 
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son  of  Patrick  and  Catherine  Brady,  who 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  cnnntry.  In 
tlieir  family  were  eiglit  children  Init  Patrick 
is  now  the  only  survivor. 

It  was  in  1862  that  our  suliject  emigrated 
to  America  and  took  np  his  residence  in  Chi- 
cago, where  he  commenced  work  for  the 
Chicago,  Bindington  &  Ouincy  Railroad 
Company.  In  their  employ  he  came  to  Ke- 
wanee,  and  remained  with  them  for  seven 
3'ears,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  shops 
were  removed  to  Alendota.  He  then  em- 
barked in  the  saloon  l)usiness  and  later  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  all  sorts  of 
carbonated  beverages  and  soft  drinks,  and 
conducted  one  of  the  most  popular  saloons 
of  the  city.  He  has  paid  as  high  as  thirteen 
hundred  dollars  for  freight  at  one  time  on 
a  shipment  of  ice  and  he  did  a  very  large 
and  profitable  business  for  some  years. 

Mr.  Brady  was  married  in  Kewanee, 
February  3,  1866,  to  Miss  Rosanna  Trainer, 
a  native  of  county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Trainer.  The 
father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
was  born  in  the  same  county,  Octolier  18, 
1818,  and  died  in  that  country  in  1866, 
while  the  nidther  was  born  in  i8i().  and 
died  in  1870.  They  were  married  in  1840 
and  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Owen,  John,  Kate,  .Mary,  James.  Mary, 
Patrick,  Katie  and  Rosanna.  Mrs.  Brady 
is  the  youngest  and  only  one  of  the  family 
now  living.  She  was  eighteen  years  of  age 
when  in  1866  she  and  her  sister,  Mary,  came 
to  America,  landing  in  Xew  York,  They 
came  direct  to  Kewanee,  where  tlieir  brother 
John  was  living,  and  where  Mrs.  Brady  has 
since  made  her  home. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
eleven  children  as  follows:  Katie  A.,  a  noted 
singer  and  a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Cen- 


tral Musical  College,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Oliver  P.  Hamilton,  of  Nashville,  North 
Carolina,  and  they  have  one  child,  Mary: 
John  P.,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Ke- 
wanee, is  represented  on  another  page  ot 
this  volume ;  Thomas  is  a  resident  of  Butte. 
Montana;  James  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
months;  Frank  married  Bertha  Connell  and 
resides  in  Kewanee ;  Mamie,  living  at  home, 
is  also  an  excellent  singer  and  a  pupil  of  her 
older  sister;  Rosa  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
months;  Martha  is  now  in  .Vsheville.  North 
Carolina;  Willie  plays  on  the  piccolo,  flute 
and  piano,  and  is  now  pursuing  his  musical 
studies  at  St.  Bede  College,  Peru,  Illinois; 
Joe  is  atending  school  in  Kankakee,  Illinois; 
and  Alorris  is  a  student  in  the  Kewanee 
schools.  The  family  are  all  communicants 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  ]\Irs.  Brady  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

Mr.  Brady  died  [May  13.  1895.  He  was 
a  man  of  aiTairs  and  was  represented  in  all 
enterprises  which  he  believed  would  prove 
of  benefit  to  the  city  and  community  in 
which  he  lived.  He  was  a  stockholder  in 
the  Henry  County  Fair  Association,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  this  section  of  the  city. 
In  his  death  the  community  therefore  lost  a 
n'.ost  useful  and  \alued  member  of  socieiw 


TH()M.\S  TAYLOR. 

Among  the  braxc  men  who  went  to  the 
defense  of  their  country  during  the  dark 
days  of  tlie  Rebellion  was  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  now  re- 
siding on  West  Main  street,  Geneseo,  Illi- 
nois. He  was  born  in  .\lbany.  New  York, 
iMav  18,   184^),  and   from  that  city  came  to 
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Illinois  at  the  age  of  eight  years  witli  hir. 
parents,  Thomas  and  Jane  ( Westliury )  Tay- 
lor, locating  in  Chicago.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Bambryshire  England,  and  was 
twenty  years  of  age  on  his  emigration  to  the 
United  States.  For  some  years  lie  was  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a  carriage  manufac- 
turer at  Albany,  and  in  1853  moved  to  Chi- 
cago, where  he  followed  the  same  occupa- 
tion- for  about  five  years.  In  1858  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  overseer  and  master 
mechanic  of  the  convict  prison  in  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas,  where  he  died  of  yellmv 
fever  the  following  year,  leaving  a  widow 
and  five  children.  Two  children  died  pre- 
vious to  his  death.  The  mother  long  sur- 
vived her  husband,  dying  at  her  home  in 
Chicago,  April  2,  1894.  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years.  She  was  l)orn  in  Greenbush, 
New  York,  of  English  parentage. 

Thomas  Taylor,  our  subject,  is  the 
oldest  of  the  family  of  seven  children,  the 
others  being:  Sarah,  born  in  Albany,  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Pfangle,  of  Aurora,  Illinois ; 
Elisha,  born  in  Albany,  is  engaged  in  the 
tinsmith  business  in  Geneseo,  Illinois:  Har- 
riet died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  George, 
born  in  Chicago,  is  a  carpenter  and  con- 
tractor of  that  city:  ^lary  J.,  born  in 
Aurora,  died  in  infancy;  and  INIrs.  Harriet 
Smith,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
leaving  one  child,  Xellie,  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  principally  educated 
at  Aurora,  Illinois,  where  he  attended  Clark 
Seminary,  and  after  the  Civil  war  he  was 
also  a  student  at  the  Soldiers'  State  College, 
in  Fulton,  Illinois.  On  the  ist  of  January, 
1863,  he  enlisted  at  Aurora,  in  Company  B, 
Fifty-eighth  Illinois  A'olunteer  Infantry  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  ser\ice  at 
Springfield,    Illinois,    as    a  private,    under 


command  of  Captain  David  J.  Lynch  and 
Colonel  William  F.  Lynch.  The  regiment 
was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Thiril 
Division,  Sixteenth  Corps,  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  was  in  the  folowing  engage- 
ments :  Xashville,  Pleasant  Hill,  Fort  De 
Russey,  Meridian,  luka,  Jackson,  Canton 
and' Yellow  Bayou.  At  luka  Mr.  Taylor 
was  wounded  by  a  minie  ball  splitting  his 
chin;  at  Mayfield,  Kentucky,  he  was  also 
slightly  wounded  in  the  right  foot;  while  at 
Yellow  Bayou  he  was  \erv  seriously  wound- 
ed. May  18,  1864,  by  the  explosion  of  a 
shell,  breaking  his  collar  bone  and  fractur- 
ing his  shoulder  blade.  This  necessitated 
the  amputation  of  his  left  arm  at  the 
shoulder.  For  eight  months  Mr.  Taylor 
was  confined  at  Jefferson  Barracks  hospital, 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  was  transferred  to  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  until  August  25,  1864, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged.  He 
was  in  the  service  one  year  before  his  en- 
listment, acting  independently,  as  he  was 
under  age. 

After  his  discharge  our  gallant  }()ung 
soldier  returned  to  .Vurora  for  a  short  time 
and  entered  the  Soldiers'  College  at  Fulton, 
where  he  pursued  a  four  years'  course  and 
was  graduated.  For  the  following  five  years 
he  was  employed  as  clerk  for  the  Diamond 
Jo  Steamer  Company,  and  then  came  to 
Geneseo,  in  1874,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  attended  a  course  of  lectures 
at  the  Chicago  School  of  Psychology,  and 
was  graduated  at  that  institution  ]\Iay  i, 
1900.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the 
L'uitarian  Church  of  Geneseo,  and  frater- 
nally is  connected  with  the  Modern  Wood- 
men Camp,  No.  40,  and  the  Home  Forum. 
As  one  of  the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  a  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Henry 
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county,  he  is  certainly  deserving  of  promi- 
nent mention  in  this  \(ihniie. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married  in  Geneseo,  in 
1885,  to  Miss  Augusta  Prie1)e,  who  was  liorn 
in  Germany,  and  was  eight  years  old  when 
she  came  to  the  new  world  with  her  parents, 
William  and  Rosine  (Welke)  Priebe,  locat- 
ing in  Geneseo.  Both  in  his  native  land  and 
for  some  years  after  cuming  to  .\merica,  Mr. 
Priebe  followed  the  carjjenter's  trade,  Ijut 
later  purchased  a  farm  in  Geneseo  township, 
this  county,  just  outside  the  corporation, 
and  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. There  he  and  his  wife  still  reside. 
They  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of 
■whom  the  following  are  still  Hving:  William 
F.,  l)orn  in  Germany,  married  Matilda  Sim- 
ater.  and  resides  in  ^Minonk,  Woodford 
county,  Illinois.  He  is  extensively  engaged 
in  the  poultry  business,  having  about  two 
dozen  branch  houses  throughout  the  United 
States  and  also  an  office  in  England,  to 
whicli  he  ships  large  quantities  of  poultry. 
Mrs.  Taylor  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
in  this  family.  Herman  married  Lizzie 
\\'arren  and  is  engaged  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness in  Bradftird,  .Stark  cnunty,  Illinois. 
Pauline,  born  in  ( iermany,  is  the  wife  of 
Frederick  Glawe,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
same  business  in  Guthrie  Center,  L)wa.  [Min- 
nie, born  in  Genesen,  is  now  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  i)lace.  Louis  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  the  home  place  in 
Geneseo  township.  ALitilda  is  also  at  home. 
Henry  has  charge  of  his  brother's  branch 
house  at  Peoria,  Illinois.  Those  of  the  chil- 
dren n(jw  deceased  are  Emil,  who  died  in 
Chicago  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years; 
Plannah,  who  died  in  Geneseo,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine;  and  Otilla,  who  died  in  Ger- 
many, in  infancy.  y\v.  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
have  two  children :     Mav,  liorn  in  Geneseo, 


May  21,  1886,  and  Thomas,  Jr.,  born  in  the 
same  place  August  5,  1889.  Both  are  now 
attending  the  local  schools.  Mrs.  Taylor  is 
also  a  Unitarian  in  religious  belief  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter  of  the 
[Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Woman's  Re- 
lief Corps  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. The  family  is  one  of  prominence 
in  Geneseo. 


HARRY  A.  RBHERD. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  Henry  county  bar, 
but  his  prominence  is  by  no  means  measured 
l)y  his  years ;  on  the  contrary  he  has  already 
won  a  rei)utation  which  many  an  older 
practitioner  might  well  envy.  One  nuist 
work  to  attain  greatness  in  any  walk  of  life, 
but  in  this  profession,  probably  more  than  in 
any  other,  success  depends  upon  inilividual 
efforts. 

Mr.  Reherd  is  a  native  of  Henry  county, 
born  on  his  father's  farm  southeast  of  Gene- 
seo, July  18,  1 87 1,  his  parents  being  Jacob 
Keller  Reherd  and  Lucy  Louise  (Ware) 
Reherd,  who  are  presented  on  another  page 
i)f  this  volume.  The  boyhood  of  our  subject 
was  passed  amid  rural  scenes.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  country  .schools 
where  he  was  given  the  credit  of  being  a 
diligent  and  faithful  student.  Later  lie  at- 
tended the  Geneseo  Collegiate  Listitute, 
graduating  therefrom  in  the  year  of  1890, 
being  president  of  his  class.  1  le  has  twice 
held  the  position  of  president  of  the  .\lumni 
iVssociation  of  that  institution  and  was  one 
of  the  speakers  at  the  corner-stone-laying 
at  Atkinson  hall,  one  of  its  school  buildings. 

He  was  for  several  years  an  efficient  and 
popular  teacher  in  the  public  schools  in  the 
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county,  reading  law  during  vacation,  in  the 
office  of  Judge  George  E.  Waite,  of 
Geneseo. 

In  September,  1895,  he  became  a  student 
in  the  law  department  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  Iowa,  at  Iowa  City,  where,  during 
his  year's  work,  he  was  recognized  as  an 
able  student  and  forcible  debater.  A  year 
later  he  entered  the  office  of  the  prominent 
law  firm  of  Benjamin  &  Morrissey,  of 
Bloomington,  Illinois,  and  attended  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Bloomington  Law  School.  On 
February  24,  1897,  he  was  admitted,  with 
high  honors,  to  practice  law  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Illinois,  and  soon  after  entered 
the  law  office  in  Geneseo,  of  Judge  George 
E.  Waite,  master  in  chancery  of  Henry 
county,  where  he  practiced  for  nearly  two 
years,  when  he  opened  an  office  for  himself 
in  Geneseo. 

Personally  Mr.  Reherd  is  a  very  pleasant 
man  to  meet  and  impresses  those  who  come 
in  contact  with  him  with  his  energy  and 
sincerity. 

Always  diligent  and  painstaking  in  his 
legal  work,  he  has  built  up  a  strong  law 
practice  which  is  rapidly  increasing.  He  is 
possessed  of  a  strong  personality,  and  ease 
of  manner,  a  good  personal  appearance,  and 
splendid  self  control — qualities  so  desirable 
in  a  successful  trial  lawyer. 

Mr.  Reherd  has  taken  a  somewhat  ac- 
tive part  in  campaign  work,  and  has  more 
than  a  local  reputation  as  a  public  speaker. 
In  the  fall  of  1900  he  was  the  Democratic 
nominee  for  state's  attorney  for  Henry 
county.  During  the  campaign  he  proved 
himself  to  be  the  possessor  of  a  powerful, 
well-modulated  voice,  a  good  command  of 
language,  and  to  have  the  ability  and  energy 
to  deliver  an  eloquent,  argumentative 
speech.     Although  he  failed  of  election,  yet 


his  campaign  was  a  remarkable  one.  His 
\ote  was  the  largest  ever  received  by  a  Dem- 
ocrat for  that  county  office.  The  majority 
of  the  opposition,  was  reduced  liy  over  a 
thousand  votes. 

Mr.  Reherd  is  especially  interested  in  the 
educational  affairs  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
man  of  even  temperament  and  intensity  of 
purpose  and  has  been  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Geneseo  since  November,  1889.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  supports  all  enterprises  which  he 
believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  is 
one  of  the  energetic  capable  young  men  of 
the  county  who  lives  not  for  himself  alone 
but  to  also  use  his  ability  and  his  influence 
for  the  benefit  of  the  community  in  which 
he  resides,  and  the  county  and  state  of  which 
he  is  a  citizen. 


JACOB  KELLER  REHERD. 

Among  the  practical,  progressive  and 
highly  esteemed  farmers  of  Geneseo  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  is  numbered  Jacob 
Keller  Reherd,  who  was  born  in  Harrison- 
burg, Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1834,  and  is  of  the  good  old 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock. 

His  father,  William  Reherd,  was  born  in 
York  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1792.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  energy,  industry  and 
thrift  and  highly  esteemed  by  those  who  best 
knew  him.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
ninety-two  years  old.  ^\'illiam  Reherd  in 
l.is  young  manhood  went  to  Harrisonburg, 
Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  and  en- 
gaged in  business  and  in  farming.  He  mar- 
ried Anna  Keller,  who  was  born  in  Harri- 
sonburg in   1802  and  died  in   1867.     Hers 
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was  a  life  of  great  usefulness  and  unselfish 
devotion  to  their  large  family  of  children, 
se\-en  of  whom  are  still  living,  one  having 
died  in  infancy  and  one  at  middle  age. 

The  boyhood  of  Jacob  Keller  Reherd 
was  spent  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  in  Vir- 
ginia, he  receiving  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic and  private  schools  of  Harrisonburg. 
In  1856  he  came  tn  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
locating  on  the  farm  on  sections  26  and  3j, 
Geneseo  township,  where  he  now  resides. 
At  that  time  the  land  was  all  wild  and  un- 
improved, but  he  soon  broke  the  land, 
fenced  it,  and  erected  good  and  substantial 
buildings  thereon,  making  a  pleasant  home 
for  himself  and  family. 

On  January  10,  1S65,  at  Geneseo,  ]\Ir. 
l-teherd  married  Lucy  Louise  \\'are,  one  of 
the  four  children  of  Joel  and  Lucy  (Cros- 
sett)   Ware. 

Jiiel  Ware  was  Ixirn  in  Swanzey,  Che- 
shire county.  New  Hampshire,  June  23, 
1809,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  being  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Robert  Bruce,  of  Scotland.  In 
i860,  he  came  to  Illinois  where  he  taught  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  county  for  many 
years,  also  engaging  in  farming.  He  died 
at  Geneseo  in  April,  1897,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  Up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  very  acti\e  both  in  body  and 
mind  and  was  a  constant  student  of  public 
events,  being  for  his  age  an  «.\ceptionai 
man  in  this  respect. 

Lucy  (Crossett)  Ware  was  born  at 
Prescott.  Massachusetts.  Decvmljcr  16. 
1813.  and  is  .still  living  in  Geneseo.  at  tiie 
age  of  eighty-seven,  while  her  mother  lived 
at  Amherst,  Massachusetts,  to  the  ripe  old 
age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years.  On  lier 
centennial  birthday  her  photograph  was 
taken,  showing  Iter  to  l^e  well  preserved  and 
her  hair  to  be  still  black  as  a  raven's  wing. 


Lucy  Louise  (^Ware)  Reherd  was  bora 
at  Wells\-ille,  Allegany  county,  New  York, 
March  2,  1844.  She  is  a  woman  of  in- 
telligence and  editcation;  the  ix)ssessor  of 
quiet,  friendly,  helpful  ways ;  a  woman 
whose  "children  rise  up  and  call  her 
blessed." 

Both  I\Ir.  and  ^Irs.  Reherd  are  members 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Gene- 
seo, and  were  among  the  ones  who  founded 
the  church  in  1868.  They  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  all  grown  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  :  ^^'illiam  Robert,  who  was,  un- 
til recently,  connected  with  the  Geneseo 
Arena  as  editor;  Herbert  Ware,  who  mar- 
ried Loui.se  M.  McClure,  of  Mediajwlis, 
Iowa.  He  was  pastor  at  ]\Iilan,  Illinois,  for 
four  years,  and  is  now  pastor  of  Bethany 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Detroit,  Michigan; 
Harry  Arthur,  a  prominent  attorney  of 
Geneseo,  who  is  re])resented  on  another 
page  of  this  volume;  Alary  Louise,  a  student 
at  the  State  University  of  Iowa;  and  Fanny 
I'crn,  a  student  of  music  at  Rock  Island, 
Illinois;  all  of  whom  are  capable,  indus- 
trious young  people. 

Mr.  Reherd  is  a  conservati\-e  man  of 
good  judgment  and  of  broad  intelligence. 
A  man  unselfishly  devoted  to  his  family  and 
who  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  especially  educational  and 
political.  Since  attaining  his  majority  he 
has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democ- 
racy and  is  one  of  tlie  most  influential  rep- 
resentatives of  the  parly  in  his  community. 
For  eight  years  he  represented  his  town- 
ship, which  is  strongly  Republican,  as  as- 
sistant supervisor,  being  for  that  length  of 
time  an  invincible  op]X)nent  to  the  Republi- 
can nominees  for  that  office. 

Mr.  Reherd  represented  his  school  ilis- 
trict  as  director  for  eighteen  years,  was  a 
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member  of  the  Geneseo  township  library 
board  for  several  terms,  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Geneseo  Collegiate  Institute, 
and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
that  institution  for  over  ten  years.  He  is 
one  of  the  men  who  has  helped  to  make  the 
county  what  it  is  to-day.  one  of  the  richest 
agricultural  districts  in  the  state,  and  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  that  tends  to 
its  improvement  and  the  advancement  of  its 
people. 


JEFFERSON  W.  TAYLOR. 

This  well-known  retired  agriculturist  of 
Geneseo,  is  an  honored  representative  of  one 
of  the  earliest  families  of  this  .state,  and  is 
a  true  type  of  the  energetic,  hardy  men  wiio 
have  actively  assisted  in  developing  and  im- 
proving this  beautiful  and  fertile  agricul- 
tural country.  In  fact  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois,  his  birth  occurring  near 
New  Haven,  White  county,  on  the  22nd  of 
February,  181 8,  before  the  state  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Union.  His  parents  were  Eph- 
raim  Alerritt  and  Ebbie  (Hayes)  Taylor. 
The  father  was  born  on  the  Roanoke  river  in 
Rollin  county,  Virginia,  and  when  about 
sixteen  years  of  age  moved  with  his  parents 
to  North  Carolina,  and  later  to  the  Blue 
Ridge  mountains  in  Tennessee,  where  our 
subject's  grandfather,  Richard  Taylor,  died. 
The  father,  Ephraim  Taylor,  then  took  care 
of  his  mother,  and  together  they  came  to 
Illinois  in  1812.  locating  in  White  county, 
where  he  died  in  1845,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
se\'en  years.  He  followed  the  accupation 
of  farming  throughout  life,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  earnest  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  also 
died  in  White  county  about  a  year  before  his 


death  occurred.  Their  family  numliered 
seven  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
eldest.  (2)  Hudson  R.,  a  retired  farmer 
and  carpenter,  of  Geneseo,  wedded  Mary  A. 
Porter,  and  has  six  children,  William  H., 
George  H.,  Frederick  L.,  Mary  Ida,  John  J., 
and  Daniel  A.  (3)  Sarah  is  the  widow  of 
Rodney  Linnell.  a  farmer,  and  resides  in 
Geneseo  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Cann.  She 
has  two  children:  Lucy,  wife  of  Thomas 
Cann,  a  meat  merchant  of  (leneseo;  and 
r^Iary.  wife  of  James  Searls,  a  farmer  of 
Hanna  township,  this  county.  (4)  Alsadie 
married  Irson  Olinger  and  both  are  now 
deceased:  (5)  Eliza  married  Ephraim  Mer- 
ritt  Stokes  and  they  are  also  deceased.  (6) 
Bradley  H.  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 
(7)  William  died  in  childhood. 

Being  the  oldest  son,  JetYcrson  W.  Tay- 
lor was  obliged  to  work  on  the  farm  during 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  was  unable  to  at- 
tend school  until  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  in  White 
county  until  twenty-five,  when  he  and  his 
cousin  came  up  the  Mississippi  river  on  a 
steamboat  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  after 
passing  the  winter  with  his  cousin  at  that 
place,  he  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
and  bought  a  farm  in  what  is  now  Hanna 
township.  He  also  purchased  the  ferry, 
which  crossed  the  river  at  Cleveland,  known 
as  the  Cleveland  ferry,  which  he  operated 
about  seven  years.  He  then  sold  the  ferry 
and  gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming  for 
a  time,  but  later  embarked  in  the  dry  goods 
business  at  Colona  Station,  where  he  Iniilt 
a  store  and  dwelling  house.  Not  meeting 
with  success  in  that  enterprise,  he  soon  re- 
turned to  farming  in  Hanna  township? 
where  he  had  previously  purchased  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  wild  land,  though  he  after- 
ward sold  two  hundred  acres  of  that  amount. 
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After  operating  liis  farm  for  about  eleven 
years  lie  sold  the  place,  taking-  a  note  and 
mortgage  on  a  firm  in  Whiteside  county. 
After  living  upon  the  latter  place  for  five 
or  six  years,  he  disposed  of  it  and  came 
to  Geneseo,  where  he  has  since  led  a  retired 
life,  enjoying-  a  well-earned  rest.  He  has  a 
comfortable  home  on  South  State  street. 
v^•hich  is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and  good 
cheer. 

In  1845  ^^1"-  Taylor  married  Miss  Alfred 
Linnell,  a  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Lucy 
(Melvin)  Linnell.  Her  father  was  born  on 
an  island  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  known  as  Linnell's  Island,  which 
was  settled  l>y  his  father,  a  native  of  France. 
Unto  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Taylor  were  born  si.x 
children,  as  follows:  (i)  Ephriam  ]\Ier- 
ritt,  named  for  his  grandfather,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business  at  Charit(in, 
Lucas  county,  Iowa.  He  was  in  the  regular 
army  for  fi\e  years,  taking  part  in  Indian 
warfare,  and  lost  his  health  in  the  service. 
For  his  sccontl  wife  he  married  Eva  Lewis, 
of  \\'ayne  county.  Iowa,  and  they  have 
seven  children.  Jefferson  \\'.,  I<"lorence,  Jen- 
nie, Elmer,  Maude,  Lewis  and  Claine.  (j) 
Mary  married  first  Elijah  (lOve.  a  farmer, 
and  carpenter  of  Hanna  township,  l)y  whom 
she  had  two  children,  Clinton  D.  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  for  her  second 
husband  she  married  Wilbur  Hobson,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Lucas  county,  Iowa, 
by  whom  she  had  one  child.  Ernest.  (3) 
George  W.,  station  agent  on  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Ouincy  railroad  at  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  wedded  ]\Iary  Deem  and  had  two 
sons,  Frank  and  Edwin.  (4)  Rilla  is  tiie 
ivife  of  George  Bills,  a  farmer  of  Ed  ford 
township,  this  county,  and  they  have  two 
children.  Archer  and  Roy.  (5)  Lisse  is  the 
wife  of  George  Detrick,  a  laundryman  of 


Dixon,    Lee    county,     Illinois,       (6)     The 
youngest  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 

Mr.  Taylor  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  \\'illiam  Henry  Harrison,  in  1840, 
and  continued  a  supporter  of  the  ^^'hig  party 
imtil  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  when  joined  its  ranks  and  has  con- 
tinued to  fight  under  its  banner.  He  has 
held  several  township  offices  of  honor  and 
trust,  and  has  always  faithfully  performed 
any  duty  devolving  upon  him  whether  pub- 
lic or  private.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in 
early  life  was  connected  with  the  jMethodist 
Church,  but  is  now  a  Presbyterian.  During 
the  long  3-ears  of  his  residence  in  Henry 
county,  Mr,  Taylor  has  become  widely 
known,  and  his  many  excellent  traits  of 
character  have  gained  for  him  the  high  re- 
gard of  many  friends. 


HORACE  J.   COMBS. 

Horace  J.  Combs,  an  active  and  enter- 
prising farmer  whose  farm  of  ninety-five 
acres  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  10, 
W'ethersfield  township,  within  two  miles  of 
Kewanee,  was  born  in  ^vlarshall  county,  Illi- 
nois, November  29,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of 
Warner  Combs,  who  was  born  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, in  January,  1825.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Jacob  Combs,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  West  Mrginia,  and  later 
became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio.  There  the  father  grew  to 
manhood  and  married  Miss  Elizabetli 
\\'ood,  a  native  of  \\'yandot  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Francis  Wood,  also  one  of  its 
pioneer  settlers.  In  1852,  Warner  Combs 
came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Marshall 
county,  where    he  transformed    a  tract  of 
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wild  land  into  a  good  farm.  His  last  days 
were  spent  in  retirement  from  active  labor 
at  Sparland,  where  he  died  in  1896.  His 
first  wife,  who  was  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, passed  away  in  1870,  and  he  was  again 
married. 

By  the  first  union  there  were  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Sarepta,  who  is  now  her 
brother's  housekeeper;  Horace  J.,  of  this 
review;  Mrs.  Emma  Duncan,  a  widow,  who 
also  resides  with  her  brother;  Electa,  wife 
of  George  Joseph,  of  Peoria;  and  Sherman 
who  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school 
for  five  years,  and  is  now  with  his  brother 
on  the  farm.  By  his  second  marriage  the 
father  had  two  children :  Harry,  a  resident 
of  Kewanee,  and  Viola,  wife  of  James  Stin- 
son,  of  Hamlin,  Indiana. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Marshall 
county  Horace  J.  Combs  passed  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  early  became 
familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturalist.  On  leaving  the 
parental  roof  he  engaged  in  farming  upon 
rented  land  in  that  county  for  four  years, 
and  then  purchased  a  farm  there,  consist- 
ing of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
he  cultivated  for  several  years.  Selling  that 
place  in  1892  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
on  section  10,  Wethersfield  township,  Henry 
county,  upon  which  he  located  the  following 
year  and  which  he  has  since  successfully 
operated.  He  has  remo'deled  the  buildings 
and  made  other  improvements  upon  the 
place.  In  connection  with  his  general  farm 
ing  he  carries  on  stock  raising,  and  in  that 
branch  of  his  business  he  has  also  prospered. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Combs  is  inde- 
pendent and  supports  the  men  whom  he  be- 
lieves best  qualified  for  office  regardless  of 
party  lines.  He  has  never  aspii'ed  to  office 
but  takes  a  deep  and  commendable  interest 


in  public  affairs.  He  and  his  sister  Serepta 
hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Kewanee,  while  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are  either  Baptists  or 
Presbyterians  in  religious  belief.  j\Iiss 
Combs  is  an  active  church  worker  and  is 
now  president  of  the  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety  of  Kewanee.  The  family  is  one  of 
prominence  in  the  community  where  they  re- 
side and  its  members  are  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  know  them. 


JOHN  WEXKE. 

Among  the  old  and  honored  residents  of 
Geneseo  is  John  Wenke,  who  was  for  many 
years  actively  engaged  in  farming,  but  is 
now  living  a  retired  life  in  Geneseo.  A  na- 
tive of  Germany,  he  was  born  in  Oldenburg 
on  the  14th  of  December,  1820,  and  is  a  son 
of  Frederick  and  Anna  (Myer)  Wenke, 
who  passed  their  entire  lives  in  that  coun- 
try. There  our  subject  grew  to  manhood, 
and  was  married  in  Germany  IMarch  19, 
1852,  to  Aliss  Helena  Oltmanns,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Anna  (Koelke)  Oltmanns, 
who  also  made  their  home  in  Germany 
throughout  life. 

In  1850  Mr.  Wenke  crossed  the  briny 
deep,  and  on  landing  in  Xew  Orleans  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Mississippi  river  to  St.  Louis, 
whence  he  came  to  Hampton,  Illinois.  The 
folowing  year  he  returned  to  his  native  land 
and  was  married  and  in  April.  1852,  came 
back  to  America  with  his  wife.  When  he 
returned  to  Hampton  he  purchased  a  farm 
and  for  tliirty-nine  years  he  was  success.- 
fully  engaged  in  farming  in  Rock  Island 
county.  He  purchased  two  hundred  acres 
of  unbroken  prairie  and  timber  land,   for 
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which  he  paitl  seven  dollars  per  acre,  and 
after  clearing-  the  same  he  placed  it  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  converting  the 
•wild  tract  into  a  most  desirable  farm.  This 
place  he  sold  in  1890  for  fifty-six  dollars 
per  acre,  and  then  removed  to  Geneseo. 
where  he  has  since  lived  a  retired  life,  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  former  toil. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wenke  have  a  family  of 
five  children  living,  namely :  Johannah,  wife 
of  Rev.  C.  Seuel.  living  near  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin:  Eliza,  wife  of  Frederick  Ras- 
tede,  a  merchant  of  Geneseo ;  John,  who 
married  Lena  Oltmanns  and  lives  on  a  farni 
near  Geneseo;  Fred,  who  married  Tillie 
Herges,  and  resides  on  the  okl  homestead  in 
Hampton,  Illinois;  and  Henry,  a  merchant, 
who  married  Emma  Salto  and  makes  his 
liome  in  Geneseo.  Two  children  died  in  in- 
fancy; Helen  and  one  unnamed. 

jNIr.  Wenke  and  his  family  hold  mem 
bership  in  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
and  in  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Dem^ 
ocratic  party.  Wherever  known  he  is  held 
in  high  regard,  and  well  merits  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  which  he  receives,  for  his 
life  has  been  an  upright,  honorable  and  use- 
ful one. 


WILLIAM  ]).  HOILM.VXX,  M.  1). 

Dr.  Ht)hmann  is  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  and  surger}-  in  Kewanee,  Illi- 
nois, and  has  that  love  for  and  devotion  to 
his  profession  which  has  brought  to  him 
success  and  won  him  a  place  among  the 
ablest  representatives  of  the  medical  frater- 
nity in  Henry  county.  He  was  born  in  Cas- 
sel,  Germany,  September  18,  1867,  a  son  of 
William  M.  and  Sophia  (Volkmar)  Hoh- 
mann,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that 


country.  They  were  representatives  of  very 
old  and  highly  respected  families,  the  Doc- 
tor's maternal  ancestors  being  manufac- 
turing and  mercantile  people.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Hohmann,  served  in  the. 
German  army  during  the  Napoleonic  wars, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  military 
career  was  superintendent  of  the  military 
prison  at  Cassel,  Germany.  He  died  in  that 
country  in  1868.  William  ]\I.  Hohmann, 
the  doctor's  father,  was  a  machinist  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  vocation  through- 
out life,  mostly  in  the  employ  of  the  govern- 
tnent.  During  the  Franco-Prussian  war  he 
had  charge  of  the  round  house  of  the  gov- 
ernment at  Fulda,  Germany,  where  he  died 
in  1872,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years. 
His  wife  long  survived  him,  dying  at  Cas- 
sel, August  9,  1894.  Tliey  were  parents  of 
six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living, 
namely:  J.  H..  a  traveling  man  living  in 
Xew  York  city ;  Louis,  who  is  connected 
with  the  Whitlock  Printing  Press  Manu- 
facturing Compau}',  with  headquarters  at 
Derby,  Connecticut;  William  D.,  our  sub- 
ject; and  ^larie,  a  resident  of  Kansas  City. 
Dr.  Hohmann  received  a  good  education 
at  Hersfeld,  Germany,  and  had  an  excel- 
lent knowledge  of  the  English  language 
prior  to  liis  emigration  to  America  which 
materially  assisted  him  in  making  his  way 
rapidly  in  his  adopted  home.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  alone  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, where  he  secured  a  position  in  a  drug 
store,  working  there  uninterruptedly  from 
1883  until  1887.  In  September,  1885,  he 
entered  the  ^Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy, 
at  the  same  time  continuing  his  connection 
with  the  drug  store.  After  graduating 
from  that  institution  in  1887  he  matricu- 
lated at  the  Baltimore  Medical  College  in 
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the  fall  of  that  year,  and  received  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  on  the  15th  of  April,  1890, 
having  spent  the  last  eight  months  in  the 
Maryland  General  Hospital  as  resident 
student.  He  then  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Baltimore  until  the  fall  of 
1 89 1,  when  he  came  to  Kewanee  and  opened 
an  office.  As  a  general  practitioner  he  has 
secured  a  liberal  patronage,  but  he  also 
makes  a  specialty  of  skin  diseases,  in  which 
lie  took  a  post  graduate  course  in  Berlin  at- 
tending the  clinics  of  the  Imperial  Charities 
and  other  noted  hospitals,  his  time  mostly 
being  spent  in  hard  work.  He  is  a  member 
of  Kewanee's  Physician's  Club,  of  which  he 
has  held  office  of  secretary. 

On  the  7t1i  of  June,  1899,  Dr.  Hohmann 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  .Vnna 
Frederickson,  of  Kewanee.  In  his  social 
relations  the  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  blue 
lodge,  chapter  and  commandery  of  the  Ma 
sonic  fraternity,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  In  1895 
he  returned  to  his  native  land,  and  spent  five 
months  delightfully  in  visiting  Germany, 
France  and  many  places  of  note  in  Europe. 
He  possesses  the  broad  culture  which  only 
travel  can  bring,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular and  prominent  citizens  of  Kewanee. 


ISAAC  M.  FLEET. 

As  an  agriculturist  this  gentleman  was 
for  many  years  actively  identified  with  the 
development  and  improvement  of  Henry 
county,  and  now  after  a  useful  and  well- 
spent  life  is  living  retired  in  Geneseo.  A 
native  of  Xew  York,  he  was  born  in  Suft'olk 
county  on  the  28th  of  October,  181 5,  and 
is  a  son  of  Gilbert  and  Keziah  (Jarvis) 
Fleet.  Tlie  father  was  born  in  Huntington. 
Long  Island,   and   engaged   in   farming  at 


his  birthplace  throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness life,  dying  there  at  the  age  of  fifty-six 
years.  His  widow  long  survived  him  and 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years. 
In  their  family  were  four  children,  all  born 
on  Long  Island,  our  subject  being  the  oldest 
of  the  number  and  now  the  onI\-  survivoi. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject 
were  passed  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
lie  engaged  in  farming  upon  the  old  home- 
stead for  some  years.  At  the  age  of  about 
twenty-eight  he  became  interested  in  the 
coasting  trade  from  New  York  harbor,  and 
followed  that  business  for  seven  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  tune  he  sold  his  vessel 
and  resumed  farming  upon  the  home  place, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  for  several 
years. 

In  1843  Mr.  Fleet  was  married  at  Hunt- 
ington, Long  Island,  to  Mrs.  Susan  Stratton, 
widow  of  Ustick  V.  Stratton  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Eliphalet  and  Phoebe  (Ketchem)  Oak- 
ley. Her  father,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812,  spent  his  entire  fife  in  Suffolk 
county,  Long  Island,  New  York.  For  a 
few  years  he  followed  farming,  then  operat- 
ed both  a  flouring  and  woolen  mill  on  Long 
Island,  and  for  a  great  many  years  led  the 
life  of  a  sailor,  running  a  coasting  vessel 
from  New  York  harbor.  He  finally  built 
another  flouring  mill  at  Islip,  Long  Island, 
which  he  operated  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Babylon, 
about  1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1858,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven.  Of  their  seven  chil- 
dren Mrs.  Fleet  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth 
and  the  only  one  now  living. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  ]Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fleet,  but  Isaac  M.  and  one  unnamed 
died  in  infancy.  The  following  still  sur- 
vive:  Gilbert,   traveling  salesman    for    the 
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Wilson  Buggy  Company  of  Moline,  Illinois, 
and  a  resident  of  that  place,  married  Eliza 
Barton  and  has  one  son,  Fred  E.  Eliphale? 
C,  superintendent  of  a  fruit  farm  in  Ari- 
zona, married  Ada  Sneider,  and  has  four 
children,  James  S.,  Ray  B.,  Helen  Josephine 
and  Lawrence.  Frances  Elizabeth  and  Clara 
Augusta  are  both  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents, ^lortimer,  superintendent  of  the  farm 
at  the  state  insane  asylum  at  Hampton,  Rock 
Island  county,  Illinois,  married  Miss  Helen 
Richmond.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  ^Nlrs. 
Fleet  were  all  born  in  Xew  York  state  ex- 
cept ^lortimer,  the  youngest,  who  was  born 
in  Henry  county,  Illinois. 

Selling  his  interests  in  the  east  in  1S57, 
Mr.  Fleet  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinuis, 
and  purchased  a  quarter-section  of  wild 
land  in  Munson  township,  which  he  at  once 
began  to  improve.  He  erected  thereon  a 
large  and  substantial  farm  house,  barns  and 
other  buildings,  and  placed  the  entire  farm 
under  a  higli  state  of  cultivation.  Jle  con- 
tinued to  operate  his  land  until  1897,  when 
he  rcmoxed  to  the  city  of  Geneseo  and  i^nr- 
chased  his  present  comfortable  home  on 
West  ]\Iain  street,  where  he  is  now  living 
a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early 
industry  and  surrounded  by  the  comforts 
wliich  he  has  so  truly  earned  and  richly  de- 
serves. The  Republican  party  finds  in  him 
a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  al- 
though he  has  never  sought  or  held  office, 
he  is  public  spirited  anil  an  advocate  of  all 
measures  that  tend  to  improve  or  benefit  the 
communitv  in  which  he  resides. 


JOHN   II.   RULE. 

Xumliered  among  the  well-to-do  farm- 
ers and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Weth- 
ersfield    township    is    John   H.   Rule,   who 


owns  and  operates  a  well-impro\ed  and 
valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty acres  on  section  23.  A  native  of  Illi- 
nois, he  was  born  in  Elmira  township. 
Stark  County.  June  4,  1S56.  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Jone  (Hume)  Rule,  who 
were  born,  reared  antl  married  in  Scot 
land  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1852. 
They  sailed  from  Liverpool,  England,  and 
landed  in  New  York.  After  spending  about 
six  months  in  the  Empire  state  they  came 
to  Illinois,  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Stark  county,  where  at  first  the  father  op- 
erated a  rented  farm.  Subsequently  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Bureau  county,  which  lie  broke  and  placed 
urder  cultivation,  and  later  added  to  it  an 
adjoining  tract  of  eighty  acres.  About  1879 
he  bought  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  W^ethersfield  township,  Henry  coun- 
ty, where  our  subject  now  resides,  it  being 
all  under  cultivation  at  that  time.  There  he 
continued  to  successfully  engage  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party  and  its  prin- 
ciples, and  was  highly  respected  and  es 
teemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in 
1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  3^ears,  and 
his  wife  passed  away,  in  1892,  at  the  age  of 
sevent)'-two,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred at  Almira,  Illinois.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  namely:  Alex- 
ander, Jane,  Mary,  Charlotte,  James.  \\'ilb 
iam,  Robert,  John,  Catherine.  \\'alter  and 
Thomas. 

John  H.  Rule  was  reared  upon  his  fa- 
ther's farm,  which  he  aided  in  operating 
as  soon  as  old  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance, 
and  thus  acquired  a  good  practical  knowl- 
edge of  agricultural  pursuits.  His  literary 
education  was  obtained  in  the  country  schools 
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of  the  nei.e^hborhood.  February  6.  1879.  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna 
Lougmate,  a  daugliter  oi  Tiuuiard  and 
Susan  (^ Brown)  Longniate.  15y  this  union 
he  has  had  five  children,  namely:  Elsie  J.. 
Bertha  L.,  Robert  F..  John  E.  and  Frank 
A.,  all  living.  ]Mrs.  Rule  died  March  30, 
1890,  and  for  liis  second  wife  Air.  Rule 
married  Emma  Richardson,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Natress)  Richardson,  and 
to  them  has  been  born  one  child,  Mary  E. 
Lillian,  whose  birth  occurred  January  30, 
1896. 

Mr.  Rule  owned  and  operated  the  okl 
homestead  until  a  short  time  ago,  wdiich 
is  a  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  23,  Wethersfield 
township,  and  in  connection  with  its  culti-. 
vation  he  successfully  engaged  in  stock 
raising.  For  eighteen  years  he  owned  and 
operated  a  steam  thresher,  doing  a  profitable 
business  with  it.  He  had  on  his  farm  a  new 
and  handsome  residence,  built  in  modern 
style  of  architecture,  and  supplied  with  all 
the  conveniences  and  accessories  of  a  city 
home.  He  owns  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  in  South  Dakota.  In  his  political 
affiliations  Mr.  Rule  is  a  Republican,  and 
he  takes  a  deep  and  commendable  interest 
in  all  enterprises  which  he  believes  will  prove 
of  public  benefit. 


ERICK  ERICKSOX. 

This  well-known  expressman  <if  Ke- 
W'anee,  Illinois,  was  born  on  the  28th  of  Sep- 
temljer,  1845,  i"  Bolnas,  Sweden,  of  which 
place  his  parents,  Erick  and  Betsy  (Johnson) 
Erickson,  were  also  natives.  There  the  fa- 
ther followed  farming  throughout  his  active 


business  life,  dying  there  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years.  His  wife  also  died  in 
Bolnas  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  Their 
children  were  Erick,  of  this  review;  Jonas, 
who  (lied  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years; 
Olaf,  who  is  engaged  in  the  shoe  business 
in  Sweden;  Betsy,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years ;  and  Peter,  who  died  in  Kewanee 
at  the  age  of  thirty-tw'O. 

Mr.  Erickson  is  indebted  to  the  i)ublic 
schools  of  his  native  land  for  his  educa- 
tional privileges.  He  assisted  his  father  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm  until  four- 
teen years  of  age  and  then  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  in  Sweden  until  his  emigration 
to  this  country  in  1868.  He  sailed  from 
(uittenberg,  and  after  fourteen  days  spent 
upon  the  water  landed  in  New  York  City, 
whence  he  proceeded  at  once  to  Altoona, 
Knox  county,  Illinois.  ^Vfter  four  days 
spent  at  that  place  he  went  to  I'eoria,  and 
was  engaged  in  railroad  work  between  that 
city  and  Bushnell  for  about  a  month.  He 
then  returned  to  Altoona,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  four  months, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  came  to  Ke- 
wanee. Here  he  found  employment  in  the 
coal  mine  of  G.  L.  Piatt,  about  a  mile  east 
of  town,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and 
then  worked  on  the  farm  of  C.  C.  Blish,  in 
Wethersfield  township,for  the  same  length  of 
time.  During  the  following  year  and  a  half 
he  was  with  Crawford  &  Gerhart,  of  Kewa- 
nee, and  remained  with  his  successor,  A.  F. 
Bigelow,  for  twenty-three  years.  Mr.  Erick- 
son was  with  Mayhew^  Brothers  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  in  1900  bought  the  express  line 
of  J.  R.  Keggly,  which  he  is  now  carrying 
on  with  good  success,  doing  a  general  ex- 
press business. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1876,  Mr. 
Erickton  married  Aliss  Carrie  Johnson,  who 
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was  also  liorn  in  Bolnas,  Sweden,  a  daugli- 
ter  of  John  and  Kngburo-  (  Petersdn )  John- 
son. n;itivcs  of  the  same  ])lace.  Tlie  mother 
(hed  in  Sweden  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine 
years,  init  the  father  is  still  living  in  that 
country  at  the  age  of  se^•ent^•-f^\•e.  Kv  oc- 
cu])ation  he  is  a  laborer.  The  children  born 
to  Air.  and  INIrs.  Erickson  are  Adolphie.  wIk.) 
lives  at  liome  and  is  engaged  in  the  millin- 
ery business;  Ernest,  who  is  assisting  his  fa- 
ther in  business:  and  Morris,  who  is  attend- 
ing school.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  highly 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
them.  In  politics  Mr.  Erickson  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  faithfully  served  his  fellow  citi- 
zens as  tax  collector  in  igoo. 


JAMES  WARREX 

James  Warren,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  ot 
Geneseo,  Illinois.  His  early  home  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  for  he  was 
born  in  county  Clare,  Ireland,  in  1814,  and 
was  one  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
v.hose  parents  never  left  the  Emerald  Isle 
and  have  long  since  been  dead.  His  brother, 
Andrew.  r;nne  to  America  and  .settled  in 
Lima,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  thirteen  years 
to  his  life  in  his  native  land,  and  then  re- 
solved to  try  his  fortune  in  .America.  After 
his  emigration  to  the  new  world  he  lived 
for  seven  years  in  the  east,  and  then  came 
to  Henry  comity,  Illinois,  locating  here  long 
before  the  ]\ock  Island  railroad  was  built. 
His  was  the  first  house  built  in  Geneseo. 
and  he  witnes.sed  almost  the  entire  develop- 
m.ent  of  thi';  region,  in  the  work  of  which  he 
bore  an  important  part.     In  early  manhood 


he  engaged  in  farming,  but  spent  the  last 
forty  years  of  his  life  in  Geneseo. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1887,  Mr.  War- 
ren was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Bridget  Murray,  also  a  native  of  county 
Clare,  Ireland,  and  a  daughter  of  .\ndrew 
and  Mary  (  Sullix'an )  .Murray,  who  were 
lifelong  residents  of  that  country.  The 
mother  died  on  Christmas  day.  1898.  but 
the  father  is  still  living.  Their  children  were 
Kate,  a  resident  of  Ireland;  Bridget,  widow 
of  our  subject;  ^Maggie,  who  is  employed 
at  the  Geneseo  House  in  Geneseo,  Illinois; 
.\.nna,  wife  of  Burford  Howell,  a  barber  of 
Geneseo;  and  two  daughters,  now  deceased. 
-\Ir.  and  I\Irs.  \\'arren  had  two  children, 
namely :  James,  who  was  born  September  3, 
1887.  and  is  now  living  with  his  mother 
while  attending  school  in  Geneseo;  and 
Mary,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Warren  was  a 
Catholic,  and  in  politics  was  a  Democrat. 
He  died  ]Marcli  17,  1899,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  As  one  of 
the  pioneer  and  representative  citizens  of 
Geneseo.  he  is  certainly  deserving  of  prom- 
inent mention  in  this  volume. 


DAA'ID   L.   PCR\'IAXC-E. 

This  well-known  and  highly  resjjected 
citizen  of  (leneseo.  was  born  near  Paris, 
Preble  count}-,  Ohio,  on  the  4th  of  October,' 
1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Levi  and  Sophia 
(Woods)  Pur\iance.  His  ])aternal  grandfa- 
ther was  l)a\id  Purviance,  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Christian  Church  in  Kentucky, 
being  engaged  in  preaching  in  that  state  and 
Ohio  for  many  years.  His  death  occurreil 
in  ( )hio.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Tennes- 
see and  was  a  young  man  when  he  moved  to 
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the  Buckeye  state.  He,  too,  became  a  minister 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  followed  that 
sacred  calling  in  Ohio  for  almost  half  a 
century.  In  1856  he  came  to  Henry  county. 
Illinois,  and  for  a  time  engaged  in  farming; 
in  Osco  township,  but  returned  to  Ohio. 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
His  \\ife  passed  away  in  the  same  state. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest  and  only 
survivor;  one  died  in  infancy;  Andrew  made 
his  home  in  Henry  county  for  fifteen  years, 
but  spent  his  last  days  in  Nebraska;  Mary 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years:  Sophia 
died  at  the  age  of  six. 

David  L.  Purviance  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  and  after  reach-- 
ing  man's  estate  he  was  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  at  New  Paris  iov  some  years. 
Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in  the  dr\- 
goods  business  with  his  brother  Andrew  at 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for  a  short  time,  and 
then  returned  to  Ohio.  Disposing  of  his 
interests  there  the  same  year,  he  came  to 
Illinois,  in  1855,  a"<^l  located  near  what  is 
now  Morristown,  Osco  township,  Henry 
county,  where  he  followed  farming  for  aliout 
seven  years.  He  was  next  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Morristown  and  in  the 
fall  of  1871  removed  to  Osco,  where  he  also 
conducted  a  grocery  store,  and  served  as 
postmaster  of  the  village  for  eighteen  years 
under  the  administrations  of  Presidents 
Grant,  Hayes,  Gartield  and  Arthur.  Closing 
out  his  store  in  1890,  he  came  to  Geneseo, 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  He  has  not 
engaged  in  any  acti\-e  business  for  himself, 
and  is  at  present  employed  in  the  wall  pa- 
per store  of  Mr.  Johnson  on  South  ]\lain 
street. 

On  the  2nd  of  June.  1853.  IMr.  Purvi- 
ance married  Miss  Hannah  M.   Alorton.  a 


daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eleanor  (Schenck) 
Morton,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Pur- 
viance died  November  2,  1875,  leaving  nine 
children,  namely :  Charles  \\'.,  a  merchant 
of  Wyoming,  Illinois;  Thomas  L.,  who  is 
employed  in  the  freight  office  of  the  Monon 
railroad  at  Chicago;  Frank  M.,  general 
agent  for  the  American  Stock  Food  Com- 
pany at  Jacksonville,  Illinois;  Annie  M.. 
wife  of  .\l])ert  Ankney,  of  Peoria;  William 
(i.,  station  agent  at  Abingdon,  Illinois; 
Nellie  E.,  wife  of  Henry  Bestor,  a  farmer 
of  Osco  township,  this  county;  Kate,  wife 
of  D.  O.  Hinman,  a  farmer  of  Osco  town- 
ship; Walter,  an  employe  of  Swift  &  Com- 
pany, packers,  of  Chicago;  and  Hannah  L., 
a  resident  of  Geneseo.  Those  of  the  family 
now  deceased  were  Ella  J.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  months;  George  J.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  months;  and  Winfield  S., 
uho  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  ]\Ir.  Pur- 
viance was  again  married,  July  31,  1890, 
his  .second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Harriet 
Edwards,  widow  of  Herbert  R.  Edwards, 
whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of 
this  volume  together  with  a  more  extended 
mention  of  herself  and  family.  Air.  and 
Mrs.  Purviance  have  a  pleasant  home  on 
South  Oakwood  avenue,  Geneseo,  where 
they  are  surroundetl  b\'  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  who  esteem  them 
highly  for  their  sterling  worth.  During  his 
residence  in  Osco  township  Mr.  Pur\iance 
v,-as  a  member  and  constant  attendant  of  tlio 
Christian  Church. 


JAMES  CAVANAGH. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  the  owner 
of  a  well-improved  and  highly-culti\-ated 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  pleas- 
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antly  located  on  section  23,  Wethersfield 
township,  within  six  miles  of  Kewanee.  He 
was  born  on  an  adjoining  place,  August  3'i. 
1844,  and  throughout  life  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  this  county,  and 
has  done  much  to  advance  its  welfare,  es- 
pecially along  agricultural  lines. 

Patrick  Cavanagh,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  county  West  Meath, 
Ireland,  where  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
and  when  a  young  man  came  ti)  the  United 
States,  locating  first  in  Xew  York,  where 
he  learned  the  stone  mason's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  some  years.  There  he  mar- 
ried Bridget  Hunt,  also  of  Irish  birth,  and  in 
1840  they  came  to  Illinois.  After  spending 
two  years  at  ^-Vlmira,  Stark  county,  they 
removed  to  Plenry  county,  Mr.  Cavanagh 
having  previously  purchased  a  small  tract 
of  land  in  Wethersfield  township.  It  was 
a  piece  of  unbroken  prairie,  on  which  he 
erected  a  log  cabin,  in  which  the  family  lived 
for  a  few  years  while  he  fenced  the  land  and 
placed  it  under  cultivation.  He  added  to 
his  original  purchase  until  he  had  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the  home  place, 
and  also  owned  property  elsewhere,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  his 
community.  Here  he  died  August  .^7,  1S84, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  August  17.  uSHO, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  St.  Mary"s  cem- 
etery on  the  Cavanagh  farm.  They  were 
tile  parents  of  six  children,  twu  sons  and 
four  daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  years 
of  maturity. 

On  the  home  farm  James  Cavanagh 
grew  to  manhood,  and  was  educated  in  the 
Saxon  school.  On  the  20th  of  February, 
1872,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Bridget  Joyce,  who  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Kewanee,  of  which  place  her  father, 
Matthew  Joyce,  was  an  early  settler.     For 


two  years  after  his  marriage  he  lived  upon 
a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  and  then  Kj- 
cated  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 
He  has  erected  thereon  a  commodious  and 
pleasant  residence,  good  barns  and  other 
outbuildings,  and  now  has  one  of  the  most 
desirable  farms  of  its  size  in  the  community. 
As  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  he  has  gained 
a  well-merited  success,  and  is  to-day  one 
of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Wethersfield 
township. 

]\Ir.  and  ^Nlrs.  Cavanagh  are  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely:  John  P.  and  Albert 
M.,  both  of  whom  now  hold  business  posi- 
tions in  Kewanee,  although  the  latter  was 
formerly  a  school  teacher;  and  James  ^1.. 
Leroy  D.  and  Lottie  Ann,  all  at  home.  The 
family  are  communicants  of  the  Catholic 
Church  of  Kewanee,  and  are  people  of  the 
highest  respectaljility.  In  early  life  ilr. 
Ca\anagh  supix)rted  the  Democratic  party, 
but  is  now  a  Republican  in  politics,  but 
at  local  elections  votes  for  man  and  not  for 
party.  He  is  public  spirited  and  progressive 
and  gives  his  aiil  to  all  enterprises  for  the 
public  good. 


WILLI.\^[  OURS. 

Among  the  honored  resi<leiits  and  reiire- 
sentative  citizens  of  Wethersfield  township 
none  are  more  deserving  of  mention  in  thi.s 
volume  than  William  Ours,  who  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising  on  section  29  for  many  years.  He 
was  born  near  Clarksburg,  Virginia,  on  the 
26th  of  April,  1822,  and  is  one  of  a  family 
of  three  children,  whose  parents  were  Jacoli 
and  Xancy  (Kushlipp)  Ours. 

Our  subject  remained  in  his  native  state 
until  he  attained  his  majority  and  then  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  where  he  spent  the  fol- 
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lowing  eighteen  years.  There  he  was  united 
in  marriage  December  2,  1849,  with  Miss 
Eliza  Goodale,  born  October  15,  1826,  a 
daughter  of  Joel  D.  and  Eliza  Goodale.  By 
this  union  were  born  six  children,  namely: 
Emma;  Wilham,  who  married  Tilhe  Berge; 
Samantha,  wife  of  John  Lindstrom;  Charles, 
who  married  Ida  Metier;  Eliza,  wife  of 
Dudley  Craig;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Frederick 
Paswalk. 

On  leaving  Indiana  Mr.  Ours  came  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  after  renting  a 
farm  in  Wethersfield  township  for  one  year 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  partially  broken  land  on  section  29,  the 
same  township,  which  he  has  since  placed  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  good  buildings.  In  connection  with  his 
farming  operations  he  is  engaged  in  stock 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  sheep  and 
hogs.  Although  he  is  now  nearly  eighty 
years  of  age  he  is  still  remarkably  active  and 
retains  his  mental  faculties  unimpaired.  He 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  General 
Harrison,  a  Whig  candidate,  and  is  now  a 
-Stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
its  principles.  His  has  been  an  upright, 
honorable  and  useful  life,  and  he  has  gained 
the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact  either  in 
business  or  social  circles. 


JOHN.  CROXAU. 

For  many  years  this  gentleman  has  been 
actively  identified  with  the  business  and  ag- 
ricultural interests  of  Henry  county,  but 
is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Kewanee,  hav- 
ing acquired  a  comfortable  competence, 
v.diich  enables  him  to  lay  aside  all  business 


cares.  His  early  home  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  for  he  was  born  in 
Hessen,  Germany,  February  4,  1830,  and  is 
a  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  ( Tripp )Cronau, 
lifelong  residents  of  that  country,  where  the 
father  followed  farming  as  a  means  of  live- 
lihood. He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  forty-four.  In  their  family  were  five 
children,  namely:  John,  still  a  resident  of 
Germany;  John,  our  subject  (there  being  two 
by  the  name  of  John)  ;  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  both  died  in  Germany ;  and  Annie, 
who  continues  to  make  her  home  there. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  in 
early  life  he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade, 
which  he  continued  to  follow  until  coming 
to  this  country  in  1854.  He  sailed  from 
Bremen  and  landed  in  New  York  after  a 
good  voyage  of  six  weeks,  during  which 
time  he  was  never  seasick  and  thoroughly  en- 
joyed the  trip.  For  about  four  months  ha 
worked  at  his  trade  for  a  Mr.  Coleman  in 
Xew  York  City,  and  then  proceeded  to  Chi- 
cago, which  at  that  time  was  quite  small. 
He  remained  there  for  eight  months  and  then 
came  to  Kewanee,  arriving  there  on  the  first 
of  May,  1855,  just  one  year  after  landing 
on  the  shores  of  this  country.  After  work- 
ing for  Enoch  Mathews  for  a  time,  he  start- 
ed a  shoe  shop  of  his  own,  which  he  car- 
ried on  successfully  until  1863,  giving  em- 
ployment to  several  men.  He  then  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  having 
purchased  sixty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land 
in  Kewanee  township,  which  he  placed  un- 
der cultivation,  and  to  which  he  added  until 
he  had  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres.  In 
1888  he  returned  to  Kewanee  and  has  since 
lived  a  retired  life,  though  he  still  owns 
eighty    acres,    including  his  first  purchase. 


366 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


He  was  engaged  in  general  farming,  and  met 
witli  well-deserved  success  in  his  labors. 

Septeml)er  29,  1857,  Mr.  Cronau  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizalieth 
\\'agner,  also  a  native  of  Hessen,  (ier- 
many.  Her  father.  John  \\'agner.  came  to 
this  country  in  1869.  and  made  his  home 
in  Sheffield,  Illinois,  until  his  death.  P\mr 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cronau, 
namely;  Henry,  a  teamster  ijf  Kewanee. 
who  married  Minnie  ]\links  and  has  live 
children:  Elizaljeth,  wife  of  Robert  Pyle,  of 
Kewanee  township,  by  whom  she  has  six 
children;  Caroline,  wife  of  Henry  Minks, 
of  Kewanee,  by  whom  she  has  two  children, 
Bert  and  Harry;  and  Emma,  wife  of  Will- 
iam ]Siinks,  of  Kewanee,  by  whom  she  has 
three  children.  ^Irs.  Cronau  died  January 
25.  1888,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Ger- 
man church  cemetery  in  Kewanee  township. 
Our  subject  now  makes  his  home  with  his 
daughter  Caroline.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  having 
voted  for  all  its  presidential  candidates  since 
Fremont.  He  has  served  as  school  director 
si.x  years,  and  has  also  filleil  the  office  of  road 
commissioner  in  a  most  creditalile  and  satis - 
factorv  manner. 


JOIIX  H.  FULPER. 

.\mong  the  rci)rescntati\c  farmers  of 
W'ethersfield  township  is  John  M.  l-"ulpcr. 
residing  on  section  25.  He  was  born  in 
Hunterdon  county,  Xew  Jersey,  January  9, 
1848,  and  on  the  paternal  side  is  of  (icr- 
man  descent,  his  ancestors  lieing  numbered 
among  the  early  Quakers  who  settled  in 
Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather,  John  Ful- 
per,  was  a  native  of  that  state,  and  his  fa- 


ther, Charles  T.  Fulper,  was  born  there  in 
1820,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  New 
Jersey,  locating  in  Hunterdon  county,  wdiere 
he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  wheelwright. 
There  he  married  ]iliss  Sarah  Hoppock,  a 
native  of  Xew  Jersey,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  Hoppock,  who  owned  and  operated  the 
old  Hoppock  homestead  in  Hunterdon  coun- 
ty. The  great-grandfather  was  John  Hop- 
pock, \vho  came  from  Germany  before  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  had  (Mie  son.  Peter, 
in  that  war,  who  was  wounded  in  the  hand. 
The  great-grandfather  was  a  l;u-ge  lanil 
owner  in  New  Jersey.  In  185 1  Mr.  Fulper 
and  his  father-in-law  came  to  Illinois  aiKi 
took  up  their  residence  in  Henry  county. 
The  same  fall  the  latter  purchased  a  large 
amount  of  land  in  \\'ethersfield  township, 
and  at  length  liecame  owner  of  thirteen  hun- 
dren  acres  all  in  one  liody.  around  which  he 
built  a  fence.  He  broke  and  improved  thi.-i 
place.  Charles  T.  Fulper  also  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  which  he  improved,  and  later 
bought  more  land,  making  a  good  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixt}-  acres.  There  he  died 
in  1884.  His  widow  still  survives  him,  a 
bale  and  hearty  old  lady  of  seventy-three 
years,  and  makes  lier  home  with  a  daughter. 
The_\-  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  twa 
sons  and  seven  daughters.  The  brother  of 
our  .subject  is  W.  T.  S.  I'ulper.  of  I'lvan.ston, 
Illinois. 

During  hi.-^  boyhood  and  youth  John  II. 
I'ulper  assisted  his  father  in  the  operation  of 
the  liome  farm,  where  he  remained  until 
grown,  and  then  couimenced  farming  lor 
himself  upon  rented  land.  While  thus  em- 
ployed he  saved  nine  hundred  dollars  and 
invested  his  capital  in  forty  acres  of  land 
on  wdiich  he  now  resides.  Sui)se(|uently  he 
added  to  it  an  adjoining  forty-acre  tract, 
making  a  good    farm   of  eighty   acres,   on 
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which  lie  iias  l^uilt  a  neat  and  substantial 
residence  and  good  barns  and  outbuildings, 
surrounding  these  with  fruit  and  shade  trees, 
which  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  place. 

In  Wethersfield  township.  February  24, 
1878,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Fulper  and  Miss  Minta  Claybaugh.  Her 
father,  X.  H.  Claybaugh.  was  born  in  Ohio, 
December  3.  t8j2,  and  in  1830  came  to  Illi- 
nois witli  his  father.  Nicholas  Claybaugh, 
who  was  a  native  either  of  Pennsylvania 
or  Ohio,  and  a  son  of  Frederick  Claybaugh, 
v.ho  was  born  in  the  former  state  in  1763. 
The  Claybaugh  family  is  of  German  extrac- 
tion and  Mrs.  Fulper"s  ancestors  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Pennsylvania.  On  com- 
ing to  this  state  the  family  located  in  Schuy- 
ler county,  where  they  improved  a  farm. 
There  X.  H.  Claybaugh  grew  to  manhood 
and  married  Rhoda  Marr,  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Marr. 
who  was  born  in  South  Carolina.  His  fa- 
ther was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Rev.  J.  B.  I\Iarr  came  to  this  state  in  pio-i 
neer  days  and  was  one  of  the  first  school 
teachers  of  Schuyler  county,  where  he  also 
engaged  in  farming.  About  1873  Mrs. 
Fulper's  father  removed  to  Wethersfield 
township,  Henry  county,  but  spent  his  last 
years  with  his  son,  C.  B.  Claybaugh,  in  Stark 
county,  where  his  death  occurred.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
I^Iabel,  Lena,  \'irgil,  Edna,  Dean  and  John 
H.,  Jr.  They  also  ha\-e  an  adopted  son, 
Charles  Fulper,  whom  they  took  when  a 
small  child,  and  who  has  been  reared  and 
educated  by  them.  He  is  now  working  at 
his  trade  as  an  interior  decorator  and  paper 
hanger. 

Originall}'  ]\Ir.  Fulper  was  a  Republi- 
can in  politics  and  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  General  U.  S.  Grant  in  1872.     He 


continued  to  support  that  party  until  alter 
the  election  of  James  .\.  Garfield,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Prohi- 
bitionists, being  a  strong  temperance  man. 
He  served  three  years  as  road  commissioner, 
but  has  never  cared  for  political  honors. 
He  is  one  of  the  ofticial  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Sa.xon.  with 
which  his  wife  is  also  connected,  and  she  has 
served  as  organist  for  over  twelve  years. 
They  take  an  active  part  in  all  church  work 
and  their  lives  ha\e  ever  been  in  harnmny 
with  their  professions. 


PETER  HVER. 


Among  the  iirominent  foreign-born  citi- 
zens who  have  aided  so  materially  in  the  de- 
\elopment  and  upbuilding  of  Henry  county 
is  Peter  Hyer,  a  well-known  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  residing  on  section  24,  Weth- 
ersfield tiiwnship.  A  nati\-e  of  Sweden,  he 
was  born  in  Skone.  on  the  27th  of  April, 
1852.  and  is  a  son  of  Pers  and  Bengta 
(Trulson)  Hyer,  who  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  that  country.  In  their  family  were  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  all 
of  whom  are  still  living,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  son. 

With  the  hope  <>{  [lettering  his  financial 
condition  in  the  new  world,  ]Mr.  Hyer  sailed 
from  Guttenberg.  in  April,  188O.  on  the 
steamer  \'ictoria  of  the  Allen  line,  and,  the 
weather  being  pleasant  and  fa\-orable  for 
such  a  voyage,  he  landed  in  Quebec,  Canada, 
fifteen  days  later.  He  came  immediately  to 
the  United  States,  and  a  week  after  reach- 
ing America  he  arrived  in  Galesburg,  Illi- 
nois. He  si)ent  about  two  years  at  work 
in  various  parts  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
and  then  located  in  Kewanee,  where  for  a 
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time  lie  worked  at  tlie  jiaiiiter's  trade,  wliicli 
lie  Iiad  learned  in  Sweden.  Sub,se(|uently 
he  ens^aged  in  farniino-  upon  rented  land  fur 
about  five  years,  and  then  bought  one  hun- 
dred acre.s  of  improved  land,  to  which  he 
added  in  1889  a  tract  of  seventy  acr«s,  mak- 
ing a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres,  which  he  has  since  successfully  op- 
erated. Aljout  eight  years  ago  he  erected 
a  good  residence,  and  has  also  built  good 
barns,  while  everything  about  the  place  be- 
tokens the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 
In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land 
he  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising,  his  s])ecialties  being  Durham 
cattle,  Shropshire  sheep  and  Norman  horses, 
and  to  this  branch  of  his  lousiness  he  give^i 
considerable   attention. 

On  the  24th  of  October.  1877.  Mr.  Hyer 
was  united  in  marriage  with  ^liss  Eliza  J. 
Rule,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Beatrice 
(Oliver )  Rule,  both  natives  of  Scotland  and 
early  settlers  of  \^'ethersfield  township,  this 
county,  where  they  located  in  1848.  The 
mother  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  (ireen- 
nock  to  Illinois  in  about  three  months,  while 
the  father  sailed  from  LiverjOTol  to  Boston, 
On  reaching  Henry  county,  Illinois,  he  took 
up  a  government  claim  in  Wethersfield  town- 
ship, which  he  improved  and  jilaced  under 
cultivation.  J  lis  first  house  was  12.KI4 
feet.  In  later  years  a  m<ire  commodious 
and  substanti;d  residence  was  erected,  but 
it  was  subsequently  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr. 
Rule  was  one  of  tlie  honored  pioneers  and 
one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
his  community.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-nine years,  liis  wife  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty, and  both  were  laid  to  rest  at  Elmira. 
Illinois.  They  were  faithful  memliers  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics 
Mr.  Rule  was  a  ]\cpublican. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyer  have  a  family  of  five 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth 
are  as  follows:  Anna  Beatrice.  August  3. 
1878;  George  Alexander,  February  28, 
1880;  Nellie  Jean,  April  10,  1883;  John 
Walter,  June  26,  1886;  and  Robert  Leslie, 
December  7,  1891.  The  parents  are  both 
earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  enjoy  the 
■good  will  and  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  they  live.  By  his  ballot 
Mr.  Hyer  sup])orts  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Repu])lican  party.  He  owes  his  pres- 
ent prosperity  to  hard  labor  and  close  at- 
tention to  business.  In  1882  he  made  a  visit 
to  his  parents  in  Sweden,  crossing  the  ocean 
on  the  steamer  Algeria,  in  November.  After 
three  delightful  months  spent  in  his  native 
land,  he  took  passage  on  the  steamer  Bothnia 
for  the  return  voyage.  On  the  North  Sea  the 
\essel  encountered  one  of  the  worst  storms 
known  for  years,  and  it  required  six  days 
to  cross  that  body  of  water,  which  is  usually 
accomplished  in  twenty-four  hours,  from 
Copenhagen  to  Hull. 


OTIS  W.  HO  IT. 

The  subject  of  this  review,  who  now 
owns  and  occupies  a  valuable  farm  of  four 
luuidred  acres  on  section  24.  Ed  ford  town- 
ship, has  throughout  life  l^een  actively  iden- 
tified with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Hen- 
ry county,  and  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  highly  respect- 
ed families.  On  the  paternal  side  his  great- 
grandfather, John  Hoit,  was  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  and  just  after  his  return  from 
the  war  moved  from  his  early  home  in  1  loi)- 
kinton  to  Canaan,  that  state. 

Le\i   \V.   Hoit.  the   father  of  our  sub- 
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ject,  was  born  in  Canaan,  November  15, 
1827,  a  son  of  Bartlett  and  Prudence  (Wil- 
son) licit.  Bartlett  Hoit  was  a  native  of 
the  same  place  and  there  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  In  1854  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois and  located  on  the  farm  in  Ed  ford 
township,  Henry  county,  where  our  subject 
now  resides,  making  it  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  November  3,  1864. 
In  his  family  were  only  two  children  and 
one  died  in  infancy. 

Reared  in  his  native  state,  Levi  W. 
Hoit  was  educated  at  Canaan  and  Meriden, 
New  Hampshire,  taking  an  academic  course, 
and  with  his  father  lie  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's and  millwright's  trades.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  went  to  Louisiana  with  his 
father,  working  there  for  two  or  three 
years.  He  came  to  this  county  with  his 
parents  in  1854,  and  assisted  in  breaking 
and  improving  the  home  farm,  consisting 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  on  which 
not  a  furrow  had  lieen  turned  or  an  im- 
provement made  when  the  family  located 
thereon.  Throughout  life  he  successfully 
followed  general  farming  and  stock  raising, 
and  converted  his  place  into  one  of  the  most 
highly  cultivated  tracts  and  desirable  farm^ 
in  the  county.  In  1881  he  removed  to 
Geneseo  and  purchased  a  city  home  on  the 
corner  of  West  Main  and  Henry  streets, 
but  continued  to  look  after  his  farming  and 
stock  raising  interests.  For  some  years  he 
was  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  that  city.  He  was  killed  in  a  cyclone  on 
the  1st  of  JNIay,  1892,  while  returning  home 
from  the  bank.  Mr.  Hoit  was  an  exceeding- 
ly active  man,  was  pre-eminently  public- 
spirited  and  progressive,  and  took  a  deep 
interest  in  all  that  tended  to  the  develop- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived.      In  his  political   views 


ht  was  a  Republican,  and  for  many  years 
served  as  supervisor  of  Edford  township, 
besides  filling  several  minor  offices.  In 
early  life  he  was  a  Baptist,  but  later  attend- 
ed the  Congregational  Church,  and  gave 
liberally  to  all  denominations.  He  was  a 
man  of  sterling  worth  and  strict  integrity, 
and  wherever  known  was  held  in  high  re- 
gard. On  the  22nd  of  May,  1856,  at  Gen- 
eseo, he  was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss 
Sarah  E.  French,  a  native  of  Coventry, 
Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  Oliver  B. 
and  Jane  K.  (French)  Frencii.  Her  father 
was  also  born  in  that  state,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  until  1846,  when 
he  removed  to  Branch  county,  Michigan, 
and  was  engaged  in  farming  there  until  com- 
ing to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  1853.  For 
some  years  he  followed  the  same  occupa- 
tion in  Geneseo  township,  but  was  living 
a  retired  life  in  the  city  of  Geneseo  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  October 
25,  1890,  when  he  was  about  seventy-nine 
years  of  age.  His  wife  had  passed  away 
January  18,  1879,  at  the  age  of  si.xty-three. 
Of  their  four  children  two  died  in  infancy, 
the  others  being  IMrs.  Hoit  and  Ella  J.,  wife 
of  Allen  B.  Cady,  of  Geneseo. 

Otis  W.  Hoit,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  is  the  only  child  of  Levi  \\^ 
and  Sarah  E.  (French)  Hoit.  He  was  born 
on  the  home  farm  in  Edford  township.  May 
24,  1857,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Geneseo  and  the  State  Universi- 
ty at  Champaign,  where  he  pursued  the 
agricultural  course  and  was  graduated  in 
J  879.  Returning  to  his  home  he  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  making  a  specialty  of  polled 
-Angus  cattle — a  breed  from  southern  Sdit- 
land. 

At  Champaign,  IMr.  Hoit  was  married, 
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in.  1879.  lo  ^liss  Maggie  E.  Stewart,  a 
dangliter  of  John  P.  Stewart,  a  retired  far- 
mer of  Cliainpaign  county.  The  only  cliild 
I>orn  of  this  union  cUed  in  infancy  unnamed, 
and  -Mrs.  1  loit  departed  this  life  May  19, 
1885.  being  laid  to  rest  in  Oakwoud  cem- 
etery, Geneseo.  Our  subject  was  again 
married,  in  Ed  ford  township,  October  11, 
1888,  liis  second  union  lieing  with  ^Miss 
Henrietta  P.  M.  Schroeder,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Wilhelmina  (W'eigand)  Schroe- 
der. Eor  many  years  her  father  has  been 
one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Edford 
township.  .Mr.  and  Airs.  Hoit  have  one 
child,  Maurice  E.,  born  June  J3,  1893. 

Religiously  Mr.  Hoit  is  a  Congregation- 
alist,  and  iwlitically  is  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  held  a 
number  of  minor  ofifices  in  his  township, 
and  for  the  past  seven  years  has  served  as 
supervisor,  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  his  county,  aiding  all  enterprises 
tending  to  beneht  the  public,  and  enjoys  in 
a  high  degree  the  ctjntidence  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow  men. 


P.VTRRK  O'DAY. 

Among  the  u\d  and  honored  residents  of 
Geneseo  we  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the 
name  of  Patrick  0"])ay,  who  was  for  many 
years  prominently  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  this  locality,  but  is  now  liv- 
ing a  retired  life.  He  was  born  eight  miles 
from  the  city  of  Limerick,  county  Clare, 
Ireland,  and  is  a  .son  of  I'atrick  and  Hiddie 
(  O'Connor)  O'Day.  who  spent  tlieir  entire 
lives  in  that  country.       He    had    si.K    half 


brothers  and  sisters.  John.  Donald.  Thomas. 
Bridget,  Catherine  and  Xora,  all  oi  whoni 
came  to  America  and  died  in  this  country. 

During  his  boyhood  and  j'outh  our  sub- 
ject had  no  educational  advantages,  but  In 
has  always  made  the  best  use  of  his  oppor- 
tunities and  is  a  well  informed  man.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-three  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic on  a  sailing  vessel  named  the 
"Breeze."  which  dropped  anchor  in  the  har- 
bor of  Ouebec,  Canada,  after  seven  weeks 
and  three  ilays  upon  the  water.  He  spent 
two  days  in  Montreal  and  then  went  tif 
\\'aterloo.  where  he  worked  on  the  farm  ot 
a  Mr.  l-'oster  until  fall  when  he  returned,  to 
Montreal.  Bn'  boat  he  proceeded  to  St. 
John's,  and  then  went  to  \'ermont.  and  on 
to  Boston,  where  he  met  Michael  Crosby, 
wiio  had  driven  into  the  city  with  a  load  of 
wood.  He  returned  home  with  liim  and 
worked  on  his  farm  for  a  time.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  he  retiuMied  to  his  nati\'e  land 
with  a  man  taking  a  load  of  horses  to  Enj; 
land,  and  remained  in  Ireland  four  years. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  .Mr.  O'Day 
again  came  to  the  new  world,  bringing  with 
him  his  brother.  Donald  O'Day.  On  land- 
ing in  Xew  \uvk  they  proceeded  at  once  to 
I'^tlock  EaJis,  and  from  there  went  to 
Goshen,  Connecticut,  where  b(Hh  found  em- 
ployment at  farm  lalxjr.  Our  subject's 
duties  were  principally  in  connection  with 
the  manufacture  of  chee.se.  .\bout  1855  he 
came  to  Hem-y  county,  Illinois,  and  i)ur- 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land  from  John  Mc- 
Coy, for  which  he  paid  one  tiiousand  dol- 
lars, and  upon  which  he  lived  for  fifteen 
years.  On  disposing  of  this  farm  he  l)ought 
seventeen  acres  of  land  now  within  the 
city  limits  of  (ieneseo,  and  there  he  has  since 
maile  his  home. 

Being  a  man  of  sound  judgment,   keen 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


375 


discernment  and  g-ood  Inisiness  aliility.  Mr. 
O'Day  made  considerable  money  during  the 
Civil  war  by  taking  advantage  of  the  rise 
in  prices.  He  bought  three  thousand  bushels 
of  corn  for  six  cents  per  bushel,  and  after- 
ward sold  it  for  one  dollar  and  ten  cents 
per  bushel,  investing  the  proceeds  in  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Cam- 
bridge. Half  of  this  he  subsequently  sold 
at  a  great  profit.  He  put  up  two  large  ricks 
of  hay  when  it  was  practically  worth  noth- 
ing, and  before  the  close  of  the  war  he 
shipped  the  same  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  re- 
ceived fifty-five  dollars  per  ton.  He  also 
got  a  good  price  for  his  straw,  .fifty  dollars 
l)er  ton.  Hogs  were  then  worth  twelve  dol- 
lars per  hundred,  live  weight,  and  he  dis- 
posed of  a  herd  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
for  which  he  received  twenty-six  hundred 
dollars,  selling  the  same  to  two  men  from 
Chicago,  who  were  packing  pork  to  ship  to 
the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  0"I)ay  has  been  twice  married. 
His  first  wife  having  died,  he  married,  in 
February,  187J,  Miss  Isal>ella  McXally,  who 
was  born  in  Port  Lanone,  county  Derry, 
Ireland,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Isabella 
(Carney)  McXally,  the  former  a  native  of 
county  Antrim,  the  latter  of  county  London- 
derry. Of  their  eight  children  only  Mrs. 
O'Day  and  Catherine  came  to  the  United 
States,  the  latter  being  Mrs.  Peter  Heninan, 
of  Dwight,  Illinois.  The  others  died  in  Ire- 
land. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  found 
in  Mr.  O'Day  a  stanch  supporter  oi  its  prin- 
ciples, and  he  cast  his  last  presidential  vote 
for  William  McKinley.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  devout  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  are  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  know  them.  Although 
nearly  ninety-five  years  of  age,  Mr.  0"Day 


stnl  possesses  an  excellent  memory  and  is 
able  to  sing  a  number  of  old  Irish  ballads 
with  a  voice  that  denotes  the  fact  that  in  his 
prime  he  must  have  been  a  splendid  singer. 
His  life  is  a  living  illustration  of  what  ability,, 
energ)'  and  force  of  character  can  accom- 
plish, and  to  such  men  the  west  owes  its 
prosperity,  its  rapid  progress  ami  its  ad- 
vancement. 


TOliX   RKDCS. 


After  many  years  of  active  lalwr  as  an 
agriculturist  this  gentleman  is  now  living 
a  retired  life  in  Geneseo.  He  was  born  in 
Holstein,  Germany,  on  the  i/th  of  Xovem- 
ber,  1837,  and  was  .seventeen  years  of  age 
v.hen  he  came  to  the  United  States.  His 
parents,  John  and  Johanna  (Luren)  Redus, 
si)ent  their  entire  lives  in  Germany,  where 
the  father  followed  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
and  also  conducted  a  country  inn  near  Olden- 
burg. He  dietl  at  the  age  of  .seventy-two 
years,  ha\ing  sur\-i\ed  the  mother  of  our 
subject  .some  years.  John  is  the  oldest  of 
their  three  children.  Henry  entered  the 
cavahy  service  of  his  native  land,  and  al- 
though he  took  part  in  no  war  he  died  whila 
on  garri-son  duty  in  the  city  of  Schleswig, 
when  about  twenty-three  years  of  age.  Eliza 
is  now  the  wife  of  a  .Mr.  Wolff  and  has 
charge  of  the  inn  which  her  father  con- 
ducted during  his  life  time.  She  was  born 
after  our  subject  came  to  the  United  States 
and  he  has  never  seen  her. 

It  was  in  1854  that  ^Ir.  Redus  crossed 
the  ocean  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Da\'- 
enport,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  for  nearly 
a  year.  In  April.  1855.  he  came  to  Geneseo, 
Illinois,  and  was  employed  in  the  city  and 
surrounding    country    until    the    Civil    war 
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broke  out.  Feeling"  tliat  his  adopted  country 
needed  liis  services  he  enhsted  in  Septem- 
ber. 1861,  for  tliree  years,  or  during  the 
war.  as  a  member  of  Company  E.  Forty- 
third  Illinois  \'o]unteer  Infantry.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Fort  Henry,  Fort 
Doneison,  Shiloh,  Corinth  and  Vicksburg, 
and  also  many  skirmishes.  He  was  dis- 
charged from  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  in 
tlie  city  of  \\'ashington,  September  23, 
1864.  and  returned  to  his  liome  in  Geneseo. 
He  resided  there  until  the  spring  of  1867, 
when  he  rented  a  farm  antl  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  its  operation.  Later  he  purchased 
land  on  section  2,  Munsojn  township,  and  to 
this  eighty-acre  tract  he  subsequently  added 
until  he  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres,  a  part  of  which  is  on  section  3. 
He  continued  to  actively  engage  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising  until  1895,  when 
he  returned  to  Geneseo  and  has  since  lived 
Z\  retired  life  at  his  present  home  on  South 
State  street. 

On  the  22nd  of  January,  1868,  in  Mun- 
son  township,  Mr.  Redus  marrietl  Miss 
JMaranda  C.  Goleanor,  a  native  of  Lebanon, 
Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  David  and  Jane 
(Smith)  Goleanor,  who  died  in  Boone  coun- 
ty, that  state,  of  which  locality  the  father 
was  a  prominent  farmer.  Of  their  eight 
children  four  are  still  living.  Seven  chil- 
dren blessed  the  union  of  .Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Redus,  all  born  in  Munson  township,  with 
the  exception  of  the  two  eldest,  whose  births 
occurred  in  Geneseo  township.  They  aro 
as  follows:  Hattie,  born  .\oveniber  13, 
1868,  is  the  wife  of  b'.dward  Klavohn.  who 
\\ons  and  operates  one  hundred  and  si.Kty 
acres  of  land  in  Cornwall  township,  this 
county,  and  they  have  four  children,  Elmer, 
Ilenry,  Lewis  and  Re  Roy.  Annie  L.,  born 
January  19,  1870.  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Peter- 


son, a  farmer  living  on  section  36.  Geneseo 
township,  and  they  have  one  child,  Florence 
R.  Malvina  F.,  born  October  11,  1871,  died 
in  Munson  township,  March  i,  1890.  Henry 
W.,  born  April  28,  1873,  married  IMinnie 
Saupe  and  lives  on  the  home  farm  in  I\Iun- 
son  township.  Ernest  D.,  born  June  21, 
1875,  aids  in  the  work  of  the  farm  during 
the  summer  season,  and  lives  with  his  par- 
ents in  Geneseo  during  the  winter  months. 
Cora,  born  January  5,  1879,  died  January 
21,  1 88 1.  Elva  L.,  born  August  24,  1883, 
is  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Redus  is  independent^ 
and  has  never  taken  a  very  active  part  in 
])ublic  affairs,  although  he  served  as  school 
trustee  and  director  for  nianj^  years.  He 
i.-  a  supporter  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  a  member,  and  he  holds 
membership  in  E.  V.  Jenkins  Post,  No.  452, 
G.  A.  R.  During  his  long  residence  in  this 
county  he  has  made  a  host  of  warm  friends, 
and  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him. 


THOMAS   W.XLKER. 

Among  the  leading  farmers  and  higlily 
respected  citizens  of  Kewanee  township  is 
Thomas  Walker,  whose  home  is  on  section 
19.  He  was  born  near  Hull,  Yorkshire. 
England,  on  the  loth  of  December,  1833, 
and  is  a  son  of  Harison  and  Sarah  (Moore) 
Walker,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that 
country,  the  father  being  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  was  born  July  2^.  1810, 
and  died  July  16,  1883,  while  his  wife  was 
born  May  8,  1808,  and  died  June  10,  1898. 
In  their  family  were  .seven  children,  all  of 
whom  remained  in  England  with  exception 
of    our    subject.     Two  are    now    deceased 
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John,  who  was  born  Xovember  ii,  1842, 
and  died  unmarried;  and  Edward,  who  was 
born  April  13,  1847,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  The  others  are  Frank,  who 
was  born  August  26,  1837,  and  is  unmar- 
ried; Phoebe,  who  was  born  September  7, 
1840,  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Foster,  of 
Yorksiiire,  England;  ^\'illiam,  who  was  born 
April  2,  1845,  a"d  is  married;  and  Harriet, 
who  was  born  June  26,  1835,  is  now  ilrs. 
McBride,  of  Hull,  England. 

Thomas  A\'alker  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  land,  but  had  no  educational  advan- 
tages. With  the  hope  of  bettering  his  con- 
dition in  the  new  world,  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic, landing  in  New  York  on  the  nth 
of  January,  1854.  It  had  taken  him  seven 
years  to  save  enough  money  to  pay  his  pas- 
sage. When  he  set  foot  on  American  soil 
he  had  but  two  dollars  in  his  pocket,  and  by 
tlie  next  morning  only  forty-seven  cents  re- 
mained. Realizing  the  need  of  finding  em- 
ployment immediately,  he  set  out  on  foot 
for  New  Jersey.  Meeting  an  old  farmer  on 
the  road,  he  told  him  his  circumstances,  and 
was  given  two  weeks  board  by  that  gentle- 
man, who  then  hired  him  for  ten  dollars 
per  month.  There  he  cradled  grain,  mowed 
grass  for  the  stock,  and  plowed  corn  wuth 
a  one-horse  shovel  plow.  After  eight  months 
devoted  to  such  labor  in  New  Jersey,  Mr. 
Walker  came  to  Kewanee,  Illinois,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1854,  at  which  time  the  village  con- 
tained only  two  general  stores,  these  being 
owned  by  the  firms  of  ilorse  &  Willard 
and  Tenney  &  Brother.  Most  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  was  unbroken  prairie, 
and  the  Pratt  form  extended  to  the  site  of 
the  present  Congregational  church  of  Ke- 
wanee. As  there  was  no  warehouse  in  the 
place  the  grain  for  shipment  was  piled  along 
the  side  of  the  railroad  track.     Mr.  \^'alker 


at  once  became  identified  with  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  county,  and  in  a  few 
years  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 19,  Kewanee  township,  paying  fur  the 
same  seventeen  hundred  dollars.  His  wife 
also  owned  eighty  acres,  making  a  good 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  upon 
which  he  still  lives.  He  also  has  another 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  acres, 
on  which  his  son  \\'illiam  now  resides.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  stock  raising  and  feeds 
most  of  the  grain  raised  upon  his  place  to 
his  stock. 

January  20,  1856,  Mr.  Walker  was  mar- 
ried on  his  present  farm  to  Mrs.  Delia  A. 
Folsom,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  came 
tc  Henry  county  in  1840  with  her  parents, 
Samuel  and  Emma  Lester  Folsom.  She  was 
one  of  a  family  of  si.x  children,  of  whom  one 
died  in  infancy.  The  others,  Sylvester,  Syl- 
villian,  William,  Champley  and  Charles,  are 
al  now  decea.sed  except  Charles,  who  lives 
in  Mineral,  Bureau  county,  Illinois.  ^Irs. 
Walker,  who  was  an  earnest  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  died  at 
Kewanee,  on  the  31st  of  December.  1895, 
leaving  seven  children,  namely  :  ( i )  A\'ill- 
iam,  born  November  13,  1856,  a  farmer, 
living  six  miles  north  of  Kewanee.  married 
Alice  Bates  and  they  have  one  child,  Ray- 
mond. (2)  Henry,  born  October  24,  1858, 
an  engineer  of  New  Mexico,  married  Emma 
Hill,  and  they  had  two  children,  Carl,  de- 
ceased, and  Jessie.  (3)  IMatilda,  born  Jan- 
uary 20,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  A.  P.  Engles, 
a  resident  of  Rock  Island,  who  is  a  fireman 
on  the  Rock  Island  railroad  running  from 
that  city  to  Valley  Junction,  and  the_\-  have 
one  child,  I\Iabel.  (4)  Sarah,  born  May 
18,  1863,  is  the  wiie  of  John  Archer,  a 
farmer  of  Burns  township,  this  county,  and 
they  have  one  child,   Grace.      (5)    George, 
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l)orn  ])ecenil)er  15,  1865.  who  is  engaged 
ill  tlie  transfer  business  in  Kewanee,  mar- 
ried Celia  Carrins.  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Orville  and  lia/.el.  (<.)  Myrlie.  hnrn 
January  5.  iSOS.  is  the  wife  of  William 
Leiinard,  a  lireman  on  tlie  ivick  island 
railroad  and  resident  of  Ruck  Island;  they 
liave  one  child.  Paul.  (7)  Richard,  born 
October  15.  1870,  who  o])erates  the  home 
farm,  was  maried  in  Burns  tmvnship,  Jan- 
uary 18.  iS(j4.  to  Lizzie  Carwin.  Mr. 
Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  autl  is  hit^hly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  win.)  knuw  him.  Looking 
Iiackward  through  the  vi^ta  df  the  past 
we  see  a  friendless  _\-otnig  man  who  canie 
to  the  new  world  in  .search  of  home  and  for- 
tune, and  at  present  we  see  Ins  ambitious 
dreams  reahzed,  for  he  is  in  possession  of  a 
Iiandsome  i)roperty.  For  tlie  success  that  he 
has  achieved  in  life  lie  deserves  great  credit 
for  it  is  due  to  his  untiring  labors,  i)erse- 
\erance  ami  good  management. 


THOM.VS  T.   IIAXXO.V. 

l-'or  many  years  Thumas  T.  Ilannon  > 
actively  identified   with  the  agricultural 


terests  of  this  coun 


a\ing  ac(|UM-ed 


a  handsome  competence  he  is  now  able  to 
lay  aside  all  business  cares  and  spend  the 
sunset  of  his  life  in  ease  and  retirement  from 
active  labor  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Cene- 
seo.  Like  many  of  our  best  citizens,  he 
comes  from  across  the  .sea,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  county  Kerry,  Ireland,  Decem- 
ber _'4.  i,S_'3.  His  parents,  Thomas  and 
Hannah  ( Ouilter)  Ilannon.  were  also  na- 
tive.s  .,f  the  ICmerald  Isle.  In  the  family 
Mere   four  s.ins  and    four  daughters,   all   of 


whom  are  now  deceased  with  exception  of 
our  subject.  His  brothers  and  sisters  who 
came  to  America  were  Mathew.  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Callahan,  and  made  his  home  in 
( ieneseo,  Illinois,  and  is  now  dead.  Han- 
nah, wife  of  Thomas  Callahan,  of  Terre 
1  laute,  Indiana:  and  Catherine,  wife  of 
Timothy  Carroll,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Hannon  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  in  1850  came  to  the  United 
.States  on  a  sailing  ves.sel,  which  was  five 
weeks  anil  three  days  in  making  the  pas- 
sage from  Cork  to  .\ew  York.  He  first 
located  at  Elizaliethtown,  Xew  Jersey,  where 
he  worked  on  a  farm  f(jr  four  weeks, 
and  then  went  to  Buffalo.  Xew  York,  where 
he  remained  a  short  time  while  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Xew  \'ork  &  Erie  Railroad 
Company.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  went  to 
Stra.sburg,  Ohio,  near  Cleveland,  where  he 
worked  for  the  railroad  three  years,  and 
subseciuently  made  his  home  at  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana.   f<M-  four  years. 

Later  .Mr.  Ilannon  conducted  a  store  at 
St.  -Marys.  Indiana,  and  while  there  he  was 
married,  July  j.  1853.  to  Miss  Hannah  Cro- 
nin.  also  a  native  of  county  Kerr\\  Ireland, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1850.  sailing 
from  Cork  and  landing  at  Boston.  Her 
father.  John  Cronin,  died  in  Ireland,  but  her 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ella 
Scanlin.  came  to  .\merica  and  .settled  in  In- 
diana. She  was  accomi)anied  by  her  chil- 
dren, consisting  of  five  .sons  anil  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased 
with  the  e\cei)tion  of  Mrs.  Hannon  and 
John,  who  married  Mary  McCarthy  and 
lives    in    ln<liana])olis,    Indiana. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Han- 
non are  as  follows:  (i)  Thomas  P.,  born 
in  Lacon,  Illinois,  December  19.  1856.  mar- 
ried .Anna  Collins  and  resides  in  Rock  Isl- 
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and.  They  have  two  daughters.  Regina  and 
Blanche.  (2)  Mary,  born  in  Peru.  lUinois. 
September  26.  1858.  hves  with  lier  parents. 
(3)  Ellen,  born  September  2~,  1860.  is  the 
wife  oi  John  Hughes,  of  North  English, 
Iowa.  (4)  Kate,  born  October  27,  1862,  is 
the  wife  of  Robert  Summit,  of  North  Eng- 
lish, Iowa,  and  tliey  liave  four  children. 
Frank,  Grace,  Thomas  and  Mary.  (  3  ) 
Mathew,  born  October  23.  1864.  married 
Catherine  Boyle  and  resides  on  a  farm  in 
Genesee  township,  this  county.  They  ha\e 
one  child,  Evaline.  (6)  ]"'atrick.  born  July 
16,  1870,  married  .Vnna  W'eimer.  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  the  same  township. 
They  have  one  child,  Adley.  (7)  William, 
born  .April  2t^.  1872,  married  Delia  Weimcr 
and  is  a  resident  of  Geneseo.  They  have 
one  child,  Raymond.  (8)  Lucy,  born 
March  i.  1874,  is  the  wife  of  James  Law- 
er)',  a  farmer  of  Geneseo  township.  (9) 
Edward,  born  December  24.  1875,  married 
Susie  Oil  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Gen- 
eseo township. 

On  coming  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Hannon 
spent  two  years  in  Peru,  and  then  removed 
to  Bureau  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  for  a  time.  Having 
saved  some  money  he  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Geneseo  township,  Henry  county, 
to  which  he  subsequently  added  tracts  of  one 
hundred,  twenty  and  eighty  acres.  This 
was  either  raw  prairie  or  swamp  land  when 
it  came  into  his  possession,  and  he  kept  a 
skiff,  in  which  he  rowed  over  parts  of  his 
farm  shooting  wild  ducks.  After  tiling  and 
draining  his  place,  he  put  it  under  excellent 
cultivation,  and  had  one  uf  the  best  im- 
proved farms  in  the  locality.  He  continued 
to  actively  engage  in  farming  until  1896. 
when  he  sold  the  place  to  his  sons  and  re- 
moved to  Geneseo,  where  he  l)Ought  a  lot 


and  built  a  good  residence.  Here  he  is  now 
enjoying  a  well-earned  rest.  He  is  a  man 
of  affluence  and  has  provided  for  each  mem- 
ber of  his  family  in  a  substantial  manner. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hannon  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  but  has  cared  nothing 
for  public  office,  having  served  only  as 
school  director.  He  and  his  family  are  de- 
vout Catholics.  \\'hile  he  has  not  sought 
n.or  desired  prominence  in  public  life,  he  is 
a  man  the  weight  of  whose  counsels  has  been 
felt  throughout  his  community,  and  he  is 
pre-eminently  public-spirited,  taking  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  all  that  tends  toward  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  town  and  county.  Hi^ 
faithful  labors  have  won  for  him  the  ease 
and  comfort  which  should  always  follow 
a  well-spent  and  useful  life.  He  is  exceed- 
ingly generous  and  is  ever  ready  to  relieve 
the  poor  or  distressed. 


PHILIP  SHANER. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  honored  citizens  of  Henry 
county,  his  home  being  on  section  2-/,  Weth- 
ersfield  township.  Years  of  c^uiet  useful-, 
ness  and  a  life  in  which  the  old  fashioned 
virtues  of  sobriet}',  industry  and  integrity 
are  exemplified  have  a  simple  beauty  that 
no  words  can  portray.  Youth  has  its 
charms,  but  an  honorable  and  honored  old 
age,  to  which  the  lenghtening  years  have 
added  dignity  and  sweetness,  has  a  brighter 
radiance,  as  if  some  ray  from  the  life  beyond 
already  rested  upon  it. 

Mr.  Shaner  was  born  in  Lycoming  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  April  14,  1814,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  Shaner,  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
when  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years  and 
settled   in   Pennsylvania,     where    he    spent 
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tlie  reniaiiuler  of  his  life.  He  was  married 
near  Pliiladelphia.  and  reared  his  family 
upon  a  farm. 

On  leaving-  tlie  olil  homestead  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years,  Piiilip  Shaner  went  to 
Cattaraugus  county,  Xcw  "^'ork,  where  he 
worked  upon  a  farm  f^r  a  few  years,  and 
while  there  lie  was  married  January  t8, 
1835,  the  lady  of  his  clioice  being  .Miss  Me- 
linda  Jackson,  wiio  was  born  near  \\'ilked 
Barre,  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  Jan- 
uary 2,  1818.  a  daughter  of  Cyrus  and 
Zeraviah  (Winters)  Jackson,  but  was  reared 
iu  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  whither 
her  parents  removed  when  she  was  quite 
young. 

For  a  year  or  so  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Shaner  engaged  in  farming  upon  reiued 
land  in  that  county,  and  in  1838  came  west  by 
team,  the  journey  occup}ing  about  a  month. 
He  located  in  what  is  now  Stark  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
about  eight  years,  and  in  1846  came  to  Henry 
county  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Wethersfield  township,  on  wiiich  was 
erected  a  small  frame  house  and  stable.  To 
the  further  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
his  place  he  at  once  turned  his  attention,  and 
in  his  pioneer  home  experienced  all  the 
hardshii)s  and  pri\ations  of  frontier  Hie. 
Prosperity  at  length  crowned  his  well-di- 
rected efforts  and  he  added  to  his  tiriginal 
purchase  until  he  now  has  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  one  body.  He 
has  erected  thereon  two  sets  of  .good  build- 
ings, has  planted  shade  and  fruit  trees,  and 
to-day  has  a  very  valuable  and  wel-im- 
proved  farni.  In  his  labors  he  has  always 
been  aided  and  encom-aged  by  his  estimable 
wife,  and  to  their  ctnnbincd  efforts  is  due  his 
success,  for  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self without  capital. 


]^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Shaner  have  lived  to- 
gether as  man  and  wife  for  the  long  period 
of  sixty-six  years,  being  the  oldest  married 
cx)uple  in  the  county.  They  are  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  reached  adult 
age,  namely  :  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Alex- 
ander Johnson  and  died,  leaving  five  chil- 
^Iren;  Sarah  Jane  married  Draper  Hitch- 
cock and  died,  leaving  one  son :  John  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Charles  is  mar- 
ried and  carries  on  a  part  of  tlie  home  farm ; 
William  is  a  resident  of  Kewanee;  Eliza  is 
the  wife  of  John  Peterson,  of  W'ethersfield 
township;  Oliver  is  a  farmer  of  the  same 
township;  ^Vashington  is  also  a  farmer  of 
this  county;  Electa  is  the  wife  of  George 
Paterson,  of  \Vyoniing,  Stark  county,  Illi- 
nois: and  Albert  is  a  farmer  of  Henry 
county. 

In  1840  yiv.  Shaner  voted  for  "Tippe- 
canoe and  Tyler,  too,"  and  continued  to  suj)- 
port  the  Whig  party  until  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  joined  its 
ranks  and  has  since  been  an  earnest  advocate 
of  its  principles.  He  and  his  wife  are  con- 
sistent and  faithful  members  of  the  ]Metho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church  and  receive  ami 
merit  the  high  regard  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity in  which  they  live.  Although  both  have 
passed  the  eightieth  milestone  on  life's  jour- 
ney, they  are  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  now 
in  the  evening  of  life  are  surrounded  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
who  have  for  ihem  unbounded  respect. 


ISAAC  THORP. 

The  well-known  farmer,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 7,  Kewanee  township,  Henry  county, 
Illinois,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  having 
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occurred  in  Belpre  township,  A\'ashington 
county,  February  i6,  1S36.  His  fatiier, 
Moses  ThiM-p,  was  born  in  Dedtonl.  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1817,  and  came  west  in  1848 
by  steamboat  to  Peoria,  his  destination  being 
Burns,  Illinois.  By  trade  he  was  a  cooper 
but  de\'oted  the  greater  part  of  his  life  to 
farming,  and  on  his  arrival  in  this  county 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Burns  township.  The 
country  at  that  time  was  nearly  all  wild 
prairie  ;uid  wild  game  was  very  plentiful, 
prairie  chickens  even  roosting  upon  trees 
near  the  hou.se.  They  endured  all  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life, 
and  in  the  development  of  the  county  they 
bore  an  important  part.  The  father  died  in 
1880,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1870. 
She  bore  the  maiilen  name  of  Sarah  Clark, 
and  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1815. 

In  the  family  of  this  worth)-  couple  were 
eleven  children,  namely:  (i)  Hannah,  now 
a  resident  of  Altoona,  Illinois,  has  been  three 
times  married,  her  first  husband  being  Elias 
Thrasker,  the  second  Thomas  Weeks  and 
the  third  a  Mr.  Foster.  Her  children  are 
Jane,  Mira,  Julia,  Emma,  Evelyn,  Ada, 
Rose  and  Elias.  (2)  Jonas,  deceased, 
served  through  the  Civil  war  as  a  member 
of  the  Sixty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infan- 
try. He  married  first  Sarah  W'ybrough,  by 
whom  she  had  three  children,  Emma,  \Vill- 
iam,  and  Elsie,  and  for  his  second  wife  mar- 
ried Elliza  IMort,  now  a  resident  of  Kewa- 
nee,  by  whom  she  had  the  following  chil- 
dren, John,  Edward,  Cora,  Sarah,  Ger- 
trude, Charles,  Lewis,  Maggie  and  Maud. 
(3)  Samuel,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Sixty-fifth  Illinois  regiment,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Burns  township,  this  county, 
married  Jane  Mooney,  arid  has  one  child, 
Lillie.  (4)  Isaac,  our  subject,  is  ne.xt  in  or- 
der of  birth.     (5)  Sarah  Ann  is  the  widow 


of  Edwin  \^incent  and  resides  at  Stromburg, 
Nebraska,  with  her  family,  consisting  of  five 
children,  .\lbcrt.  Jolm,  Frank,  Hettie  and 
Lottie.  (6)  Jacob  a  resident  of  liurns 
township,  this  county,  married  Sarah  Clark 
and  they  have  two  children,  Eugene  and 
Flora.  (7)  Mary  died  at  the  home  of  her 
father,  in  Burns  township.  (8)  Arthur, 
deceased,  married  Loretta  Folsom,  now  a 
resident  of  Colorado,  and  they  had  three 
children,  Ernest,  Ira  and  Asa.  {g)  Lydia 
married  Joseph  Mooney,  and  they  died, 
leaving  four  children,  Sarah,  Alice,  Pearl 
and  Alva,  now  residents  of  Munson  town- 
ship, Henry  county.  (10)  Frank,  a  resi- 
dent of  Decatur  county,  Iowa,  married 
Sarah  Whitehouse  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, William,  Cynthia  and  Thomas.  (11) 
Hettie  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Garland,  of 
Decaltn-  county,  Iowa,  and  they  have  six 
children,   P.ertha,     Elizabeth,    Ethel,    Pearl, 

Harrison  and  . 

Isaac  Thorp  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years, 
on  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Henry 
county,  and  amidst  pioneer  scenes  he  grew' 
to  manhood.  He  remembers  when  the  town, 
of  W'ethersfield  had  but  one  store,  that  of. 
McClure  &  Penny,  and  the  early  settlers  did 
most  of  their  trading  at  Peoria,  while  most 
of  the  lumber  was  hauled  by  ox  teams  from 
Chicago,  it  recjuiring  one  week  to  make  the 
trip.  His  father  first  rented  a  farm  of  Pat- 
rick Neville,  in  Burns  township,  on  which 
a  log  house  had  been  built,  but  later  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  at  the  govern- 
ment price  of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per 
acre,  but  so  rapidly  did  land  rise  in  value 
that  the  second  year  it  was  worth  eight  dol- 
lars per  acre,  and  is  today  worth  eighty  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Thorp  entered  the  service  of  his 
country  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  served    for  seven    months  in  the 
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Illinois  Infantry.  In  1879  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Kewanee  township, 
for  which  he  paid  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
and  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  he 
has  since  devoted  his  energies.  As  time 
has  passed  he  has  prospered  in  his  labors, 
and  has  added  to  his  landed  possessions 
from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has  one  hun- 
dred acres.  He  is  a  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  has  never  cared  for  po- 
litical honors,  preferring  to  give  his  entire 
attention  to  his  business  interests. 

On  the  27tli  of  February,  1861,  in  Burns 
township,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
:Mr.  Thorp  and  Miss  Eliza  Adams,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Mary  Ann  (Sims) 
Adams.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey  and  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
came  to  Kewanee  with  his  family  in  185J. 
Of  his  twelve  children,  Rhoda,  Jano.  Maiy 
A.,  John,  Martin,  Caroline,  Samuel  and 
Harriet,  are  all  now  deceased.  John  desert- 
ed the  Rebel  army  and  joined  the  Union 
forces  during  the  Civil  war;  ^lartin  was  a 
member  of  the  Missouri  \'olunteer  Cavalry; 
and  Samuel  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twen- 
ty-fourth Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  Those 
of  the  family  now  living  are  as  follows :  ( i ) 
James,  a  resident  of  Weiser,  Idaho,  mar- 
ried Ellen  Clark,  and  they  have  six  children, 
Elias,  Charles,  James,  ^ladison,  Ida  and 
Xora.  (2)  Eliza,  wife  of  our  subject,  is  the 
next  of  the  family.  (3)  Lucy  is  the  wife  of 
.\lonzo  Collins,  of  Geneseo,  Illinois,  and 
their  children  are  Alfreta,  Carrie,  Lee, 
Wealthy,  Annctta,  Edith,  Clyde,  Addie, 
^lary,  Kate,  Harry,  Grover  and  John.  (4) 
Louisa  married  first  William  Kiser,  of  Ke 
wanee,  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  Sam- 
uel and  Clara,  and  for  her  second  husband 
married  John  Wolf,  by  whom  she  had  four 
children,  Robert,  Bertha,  Nellie  and  Minnie. 


(5)  Joseph,  a  resident  of  Bureau  county, 
Illinois,  was  also  a  member  of  the  One  Hun 
dred  and  Twenty-fourth  Illinois  regiment 
during  the  Civil  war.  He  marrietl  Wait- 
still  Wilsey  (known  as  Dot),  and  they  have 
si.x  children,  Roxey,  William,  Frank,  Hat- 
tie,  ^\gnes  and  Grover. 

L'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorp  have  been 
born  nine  children:  (i)  Mary,  born  June 
24,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  Oran  De  Witt,  who 
lives  near  Arispee,  Iowa,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Myrle  and  Oma.  Samuel,  born 
January  11,  1864,  is  a  carpenter  of  Kewa- 
nee. He  married  Lena  Whetzig,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Mabel  and  Lloyd.  (3) 
John,  born  December  4,  1865,  is  represented 
on  another  page  of  this'  volume.  (4) 
Stella,  born  April  6,  1868,  has  been  three 
times  married,  her  first  husband  being  (irant 
W'illiamson,  the  second  Charles  Kern,  and 
the  third  Robert  Wolf,  a  resident  of  Burns 
township.  Her  son  Cliflford  resides  with 
our  subject.  (5)  Carrie,  born  June  14.  1871, 
is  the  wife  of  William  Carter,  of  Lahonta, 
Colorado,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Etha,  Emmet  and  Helen.  (6)  Nellie,  born 
July  13,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Buffat, 
of  Kewanee,  and  they  have  one  child.  Hazel. 
(7)  Norman,  born  July  9,  1877.  married 
Emma  Whetzig  and  lives  in  Kewanee.  {S) 
Nora,  born  February  16,  1880,  died  May 
10,  1880,  and  was  buried  in  Burns  township. 
(9)  Jessie,  born  July  9,  188 1,  resides  in 
Kewanee. 


JOHN  THORP. 

John  Thorp  is  one  of  the  energetic  and 
progressive  farmers  of  Kewanee  township, 
where  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  the 
operation  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
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land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  higli  state 
•of  cultivation.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent 
in  Henry  county  and  he  is  indebted  to  its 
district  schools  for  his  educational  privi- 
leges. He  was  born  in  Burns  township,  De- 
cember 4,  1865,  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Eliza 
(Adams)  Thorp.  wJiose  sketch  appears 
■elsewhere  in  this  work. 

May  II,  1890,  Mr.  Thorp  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Hattie  Williamson,  of 
Kcwanee.  Her  father,  Chester  William 
son,  was  born  and  reared  in  Xew  York  state 
and  there  married  Miss  Electa  Jane  Rogers. 
They  came  to  Illinois  at  an  early  date  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  a  log  cabin  on  a 
farm  in  Bureau  county.  Mrs.  Williamson 
is  still  a  resident  of  that  county,  but  her  hus- 
band died  there  in  April,  1899.  Their  fam- 
ily numbered  ten  children,  namely:  Lafay- 
ette, w'ho  died  leaving  a  family  living  in 
Oregon;  Seymour,  a  resident  of  Iowa,  who 
married  ^leli-ssa  Hackett,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren. Gertrude,  Roy,  Blanch  and  an  infant; 
Sarah,  a  resident  of  Iowa  and  widow  of 
Samuel  Keppler,  by  whom  she  four  chil- 
dren, Josie,  Maud,  Tillie  and  Cecil;  Par- 
don, deceased,  who  resided  in  Oregon,  but 
was  buried  in  Kewanee;  Lousetta,  wife  of 
Frank  Lewis,  of  Kickapoo,  Peoria  county, 
Illinois,  by  whom  she  has  five  children,  Mav, 
Ira,  Elmer,  Fred  and  Eddie ;  Gilbert,  a  resi- 
dent of  Bureau  county,  Illincjis.  who  mar 
ried  Augusta  Knight  and  has  fi\e  children. 
Nellie,  Myrtle,  Knight,  May  and  Ray; 
Grant,  deceased,  who  married  Stella  Thorp, 
-i!Ow  a  resident  of  Burns  township,  by  whom 
he  had  one  child,  Clifford;  Chester,  who 
died  unmarried  in  Bureau  county,  in  July. 
1900;  Hattie,  wife  of  our  subject,  and  Effie, 
who  died  unmarried  in  Bureau  county  in 
JMay,  1900. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorp  were  born  four 


children,  Blanch,  Ruby,  Roy  and  Nora,  but 
Roy  and  Nora  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  Thorp 
casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party 
and  has  efficiently  served  as  school  director 
in  his  district.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
i'lis  community. 


GEORGE  W.  FERGUSON. 

Success  is  determined  by  one's  ability 
to  recognize  opportunity,  and  to  pursue  this 
with  a  resolute  and  unflagging  energy.  It 
results  from  continued  labor,  and  the  man 
who  thus  accomplishes  his  purpose  usually 
becomes  an  important  factor  in  the  business 
circles  of  the  community  with  which  he 
is  connected.  Through  such  means  Mr. 
I'erguson  has  attained  a  leading  place 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Western 
township,  his  home  being  on  section  11.  He 
was  born  near  Quincy,  Adams  county,  Illi- 
nois, June  18,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of  Rob- 
ert G.  and  Nancy  (Wilson)  Ferguson,  the 
former  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  near  Steuben- 
\ille,  Jefferson  county,  the  latter  part  of 
December,  181 5,  and  the  latter  at  Chelsea, 
five  miles  from  Boston,  ISlassachusetts,  De- 
cember 13,  1825. 

When  a  young  man  Robert  G.  Ferguson 
left  his  native  state  and  came  to  Illinois, 
becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Adams 
county.  He  there  married  Nancy  Wilson, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Webster) 
Wilson,  pioneers  of  Adams  county,  locating 
there  in  1836,  when  their  daughter  was  but 
eleven  years  of  age.  For  some  years  after 
their  marriage,  Mr.  Ferguson  engaged  in 
farming  in  Adams  county,  but  in  1850  he 
made  an  overland   trip  to   California,   antl 
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after  working  in  the  mines  of  that  state 
for  about  ten  months  he  returned  to  Illi- 
nois by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and 
Kew  Orleans.  After  his  return  he  followed 
farming-  in  Adams  county  until  1863,  when 
he  removed  to  Henry  county  and  purchased 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on 
section  11,  Western  township,  where  our 
subject  now  resides.  This  place  he  improved 
and  operated  until  called  to  his  final  rest, 
October  10,  1869,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years.  His  widow  survives  him  and  makes 
her  iiome  with  our  subject.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Free  W'ill  Baptist  Church.  In 
Ijolitics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Re- 
publican. As  road  commissioner  he  as- 
sisted in  laying  out  the  roads  in  an  early 
day. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Adams  county, 
and  in  Prairie  j\.cademy,  at  Orion,  George 
W.  Ferguson  was  educated,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the 
farm  and  business,  and  has  since  added  to 
the  original  farm  until  he  now  has  four 
hundred  acres,  which  he  has  converted  into 
one  of  the  best  improved  places  of  the  town- 
ship. He  has  erected  a  large  and  pleasant 
residence,  two  barns  and  other  outbuildings, 
has  set  out  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  has 
a  most  attractive  country  home.  Besides 
his  valuable  property  he  owns  another  well- 
improved  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  acres  on  section  4,  Western  township. 
He  has  always  given  considerable  attention 
to  the  raising  and  feeding  of  stock  for  mar- 
ket, and  annually  ships  from  si.x  to  eight 
carloads  of  cattle  and  hogs.  As  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  he  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful, but  has  not  confined  his  attention 
alone  to  these  industries.  On  the  re-or- 
ganization of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Orion 
he  became  a  stockholder    and    was    elected 


president  of  what  is  now  one  of  the  most 
substantial  financial  institutions  in  the  coun- 
ty and  not  a  little  of  its  success  is  due  to- 
his  business  ability  and  sound  judgment,  as 
he  is  one  of  the  ablest  financiers  of  his  com- 
munity. He  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Osco,  Western  and  Rural 
^slutual  Insiu'ance  Company,  and  at  its  or- 
ganization was  elected  one  of  its  directors 
and  treasurer  of  the  same.  He  has  not 
missed  a  meeting  of  the  board  since  its 
organization,  and  it  is  not  too  much  tcj  say 
that  much  of  its  success  is  due  to  him.  In 
1897  he  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Western  Telephone  Company,  which  has 
an  instrument  in  nearly  e\ery  home  in 
Western  township. 

In  Osco  township,  Henry  county,  Mr. 
Ferguson  was  married,  January  jo,  187J, 
to  Miss  Inez  E.  Hitchcock,  a  native  of 
Fulton  county,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of 
Walker  L.  Hitchcock,  who  came  to  this 
state  at  an  early  day  and  finally  located  in 
Henry  county.  By  this  union  were  born  si.x 
children  as  follows:  Grace,  wife  of  M.  L. 
Love,  a  farmer  living  near  Orion:  Roy  T., 
who  assists  in  the  operation  of  one  of  his 
father's  farms;  Helen  M.,  now  a  student  at 
Knox  College,  Galesburg:  Harry,  who  is 
attending  the  high  school  in  that  city :  and 
Harriet  and  Alice,  Iwth  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Fergtison  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party  since  cast- 
ing his  first  presidential  vote  for  General 
C.  S.  Grant,  and  has  e\er  taken  an  active 
interest  in  political  aft'airs,  though  he  has 
never  sought  office.  For  some  years, 
however,  he  efiiciently  served  on  the  school 
board,  and  has  always  been  a  fj-iend  of 
education.  With  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Orion  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership, and  in  social  circles  of  the  com- 
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munity  they  occupy  an  enviable  position. 
His  strict  integrity  and  honoralile  dealing 
in  business  commend  him  to  the  confidence 
of  all;  his  pleasant  manner  wins  him 
friends  and  he  is  one  of  the  popular  and 
honored  citizens  of  the  section  of  the 
countv. 


P.   H.   NEVILLE. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
of  Burns  township,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
most  popular  and  influential  citizens.  He 
was  born  near  his  present  home,  Novem- 
ber II.  184S.  his  parents  being  Patrick  and 
Jane  (Pounds)  Neville,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  1833,  when  about  twenty-two  years  of 
.age.  the  father  emigrated  to  the  new  world 
and  spent  some  time  in  PJaltimore,  Mary- 
land, and  from  that  state  remo\ed  to  Illinois 
pri(ir  ti)  1835.  In  early  life  he  was  vari- 
ously empk)_\-ed,  but  afterwartls  he  turned 
liis  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
purchased  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  of 
government  land  on  the  southwest  quarter 
of  section  24,  Burns  township.  Henry  coun- 
ty, and  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  owned 
one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
April.  1849.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  this  county,  and  was  a  man  hon- 
ored and  esteemed  by  all  wlm  knew  him. 
His  wife  long  survi\ed  hiiu  and  died  at  the 
home  of  our  sulsject,  February  14,  1897. 
Their  children  were  T.  P.,  a  resident  of 
Stewart  Iowa;  J.  L.,  of  Republic  county, 
Kansas:  P.  H.,  of  this  review:  and  W.  A., 
of  Kewauee.  Illinois. 


Our  subject  attended  the  public  .schools 
if  this  county  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
home  farm.  On  reaching  maturity  he 
took  charge  of  the  family  affairs  and  cared 
for  his  mother  until  her  death.  Through- 
out his  active  business  life  he  has  followed 
farming  and  stock  raising  extensively, 
and  ntnv  feeds  about  one  huntlred  and  fifty 
head  of  cattle  and  alxnit  five  hundred  hogs 
per  year.  He  ships  his  own  stock  tg  the 
city  markets.  In  business  affairs  he  is 
energetic  and  progressive,  and  has  met  with 
most  excellent  success.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  seven  hundred  ami  ten  acres  of 
valuable  farming  land,  whicii  is  under  a 
high  .state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  good  buildings.  He  has  been  one  of 
the  directors  and  stockholders  of  the  Ke- 
wanee  National  Bank  since  its  organiza- 
tion. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1886,  Mr.  Ne- 
\ille  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Frances  Ann  Tossell,  a  native  of  Devon- 
shire, England,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Grace  (Berry)  Tos.sell.  Her  father  is 
still  a  resident  of  that  country,  but  her 
mother  is  now  deceased.  Of  the  four  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neville,  the  eld- 
est, George  Henry,  is  deceased.  Those 
living  are  Nora  Edna,  born  November  26. 
1889:  Florence  E.,  May  16,  1891  ;  and 
Olive  Myrtle,  March  8,  1896. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Neville  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  politically  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
For  over  twenty  years  he  has  ser\-ed  as 
school  director  in  his  district :  filled  the  oi- 
fice  of  assessor  two  years:  and  is  at  present 
supervisor  of  his  township,  to  which  re- 
sponsible position  he  was  elected  in  1899. 
He  is  connected  with  the  Kewanee  District 
Agricultural   Fair  Association,    and    takes 
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considerable  interest  in  tlie  agriciiltnral  ex- 
liibits  of  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  tlie  fair  and  lias  for  the  past 
two  years  been  director  and  lias  every  year 
had  some  official  position.  He  is  public- 
spirited  and  progressive,  and  gives  a  cheer- 
ful support  to  all  enterprises  calculated  to 
advance  the  interests  of  his  community  along 
any  line. 


DAVID  yi.  ^lARTIX. 

Throughout  his  Inisiness  career  this 
gentleman  has  been  identified  with  the  ag- 
ricultural interests  of  Henry  county,  and 
is  now  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising  on  section  5,  Ke- 
wanee  township.  He  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania,  on  the  i8th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  and  was  only  a  few  weeks  old 
when  brought  to  this  country  by  his  par- 
ents. Joseph  and  Mary  Ann  Martin,  natives 
of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to  America  in 
1856,  landing  in  Philadelphia.  On  the 
Emerald  Isle  the  father  had  foll(;wed  carpet 
weaving  and  continued  to  carry  on  that 
business  during  his  residence  in  Phila- 
delphia, but  in  this  county  he  engaged  in 
farming.  His  death  occurred  in  Cornwall 
township  on  the  7th  of  July,  1892,  but  his 
wife  is  still  living  and  continues  to  reside 
there.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  (i)  Robert  died  in  Annawan 
township,  in  January,  1869.  (2)  Eliza  is 
the  wife  of  A.  S.  Cosner,  a  farmer  of  Corn- 
wall township,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  Mart  Farnum. 
(3)  Joli'i,  a  resident  of  Burns  township, 
married  Luella  Potter  and  they  have  two 
children,  Marion  and  Elsie.  (4)  Joseph, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  stock  business  in  Ke- 


wanee,  married  Hulda  Dunmyer,  and  they 
liad  two  children,  Clair  and  Carl,  deceased. 
(5)  David  M.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order 
of  birth.  (6)  Samuel,  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  of  Annawan  township,  married  Alice 
Wright,  and  they  have  five  children,  Leah, 
Wilbur,  Elmer  and  Roy.  and  an  infant  son. 
(7)  George,  who  is  engaged  in  the  cream- 
ery business  in  this  county,  married  Ella 
Girkin.  and  they  have  two  children,  Arthur 
and  Earl.  (8)  'Miiry  Jane  died  in  Burns 
township  in  1862. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  a 
family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being 
as  follows:  (2)  John  was  married  in  Ireland 
to  Elizal)eth  McKrell  and  on  coming  t^ 
this  country  settled  <in  a  farm  in  Burns 
township,  Heiu-y  county.  Illinois.  He  died- 
in  October,  1899.  lea\ing  five  children, 
Hugh,  Robert,  John.  William  J.  and  Sarah 
J.  (3)  Hugh,  a  retired  farmer  of  Kewanee, 
married  Jane  Graham  and  has  five  children, 
Henry,  Anna.  Roliert,  David  and  Mary. 
(4)  Robert,  a  retired  farmer  of  Charles 
City,  Floyd  county,  Iowa,  married  Belle 
Ander.son,  and  they  have  eight  children, 
George,  .\nna.  llugh.  Albert.  Jennie.  David, 
William  and  S;unuel.  (5)  Samuel,  a 
farmer,  who  died  in  1898,  married  Kate 
Walker,  now  a  resident  of  Eldora,  Iowa, 
and  they  had  five  children,  Wallace,  Harry. 
William,  Charles  and  Eft^e.  (6)  William, 
unmarried,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war 
and  died  in  the  .service  at  Cairo,  Illinois. 
(7)  Mary  Aim  wedded  Hugh  Hawthorn,, 
of  Wethersfield,  and  died  in  Galesburg,  Illi- 
nois, in  1877,  leaving  six  children,  Eliza- 
beth, Robert,  Martin  H.,  I^avid.  Anna  and 
James. 

Mr.  Martin,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  reared  ujion  a  farm  and  ac- 
quired   his   early   education    in   the   district 
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schools,  but  in  1876  went  to  Iowa,  where  he 
completed  his  studies,  returning  home  in 
1 88-'.  He  then  commenced  farming  in 
liurns  township,  but  a  year  later  removed 
to  Cornwall  township.  He  subsequently 
spent  another  year  in  Burns  township,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  returned  to  Corn- 
wall township,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
thirteen  years.  Since  then  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  Kewanee  township.  In  1894  he 
purchased  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Cornwall  township,  which 
Ik  still  owns.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  is  still  engaged  in  raising  stock 
for  market,  and  as  he  thoroughly  under- 
stands his  chosen  calling  he  is  meeting  with 
marked  success  in  his  undertakings. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1888,  in  Burns 
township,  Mr.  Martin  married  Miss  Sarah 
C.  Anderson.  Her  father,  David  Anderson, 
was  born  in  Ireland,  in  1818,  and  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  locating  on  a  farm 
in  Ohio.  There  he  married  Sarah  Hen- 
derson, and  shortly  afterward  "removed  to 
^^"isconsin,  but  after  a  year  spent  in  that 
state  he  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and 
made  his  home  on  a  farm  in  Burns  town- 
ship throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  there  'Slay  18,  1895.  His  widow  is 
still  residing  upon  that  place.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  seven  children,  namely  :  ( i )  ^Maggie 
is  the  wife  of  Samuel  ^\'arner,  of  Burns 
township,  and  they  have  four  children,  Burt, 
Lartie,  Margaret  and  Lowell.  (2)  George, 
a  farmer  of  Burns  township,  married  Esther 
Corkrell,  of  Kewanee.  and  they  have  two 
children.  David  and  Lolla.  (3)  Mamie 
died  in  1867.  (4)  Sarah  C.  wife  of  our 
subject,  is  ne.xt  in  order  of  birth.  ( 5 ) 
Ollie  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Couve.  a 
farmer  of  Burns  township.  (6)  Alary  is  the 
wife  of  William  Robson,  a  farmer  and  stock 


raiser  of  Burns  township,  and  ihey  have  one 
child,  Wilbur.  (7)  Albert  lives  on  the  home 
fann  with  his  mother. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Grover  Cleveland,  ^^Ir.  Martin  has  affil- 
iated with  the  Democratic  party,  but  has 
never  sought  nor  desired  public  office, 
though  as  a  public-spirited  and  progressive 
citizen  he  takes  a  deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs  and  gives  his  sup- 
port to  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the 
community.  Mrs.  Martin  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 


DAXIEL     SELXER. 

Among  the  practical  and  progressive  ag- 
riculturists of  Edford  township  is  this  gen- 
tleman, who  resides  on  section  36.  He  was 
ijorn  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
2 1  St  of  May,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Yothers)  Seiner,  both  of  whom 
were  Dunkards.  The  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  came  to  the  United 
States  at  an  early  date  and  settled  in  Bucks 
county,  Pennsyh-ania,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two  years,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  of  German  parentage,  sur- 
vived him  for  some -years,  dying  in  Bucks 
county  in  1882,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
enty-eight.  This  worthy  couple  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Alary 
Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Richard  Corson,  a 
carpenter  of  Bucks  county;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Isaac  Wolfe,  a  farmer  of  the  same  coun- 
ty ;  Hiram,  a  farmer  of  Bucks  count}-,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  about  fifty  years;   Bar- 
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i>ara.  wife  of  James  Flack,  a  cari)enter  and 
contractor  of  Bucks  county;  Willielniina, 
wife  of  Henderson  \'an  I'elt.  a  farmer  of 
Maryland:  Daniel,  our  subject:  and  Cath- 
erine, widow  of  Alfred  Boileau,  a  merchant 
of  Southampton.  Pennsylvania. 

During'  his  boyhood  and  youth  Daniel 
Seiner  attended  the  jniblic  schools  of  Bucks 
county.  Pennsyhania.  and  remained  at  the 
l)lace  of  hi.s  birth  until  1865.  In  the  mean- 
time the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted 
in  July.  1864.  in  Company  D,  Thirty-first 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  State  ^^lilitia,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  at  Philadelphia, 
in  July  of  that  year.  Returning  home,  he 
remained  on  the  farm  until  the  following 
spring,  and  then  came  west,  locating  in 
Geneseo  townshii).  Ilcnry  county.  Illinois. 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  upon  rented 
land  for  eleven  years.  His  lirst  purchase 
consisted  of  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
31,  that  township,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  nine  years,  and  then  operated  a  rented 
farm  of  eighty  acres  for  the  same  length 
of  time.  In  1894  he  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  36,  Edford  township,  and 
to  its  development  and  cultivation  has  since 
devoted  liis  energies  with  marked  success. 
He  lias  made  all  the  improvements  on  the 
])Iace,  and  its  neat  ;uul  thrifty  api)earance 
I)lainly  indicates  his  careful  supervision. 

At  Doylcstown,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Seiner 
was  married  September  19,  1864,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Annie  M.  Brown, 
al.sf)  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Maria  (Closson) 
Brown.  The  father,  who  was  a  retired 
farmer,  died  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania. 
'J"o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seiner  were  born  three 
children,  namely:  Jennie,  born  in  Osco 
t'pwnship,  this  county,  is  now  the  wife  of 
l-"rank    J..    Butler,    who    is   engaged    in    the 


creamer}-  and  poultry  business  in  Geneseo. 
Kate  married  William  I'rank,  of  Geneseo, 
a  son  of  Jacob  Frank,  and  is  no\\-  a  farmer 
of  Alabama,  and  she  died  leaving  one  child, 
Leonard  Ray,  who  resides'witli  our  subject. 
.\rthur  Bertram,  born  in  Geneseo  township, 
i,;  now  twenty-four  years  of  age  and  assists 
bis  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 


JAMES  S.  H  ADS  ALL. 

Burns  township  has  no  more  honored 
or  highly  esteemed  citizen  than  James  S. 
Hadsall,  whose  home  is  on  section  34.  He 
was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania. 
September  26.  1822.  His  ancestry  were 
(if  English  descent  and  among  the  very 
earliest  settlers  of  the  W'yoming  valley, 
owning  a  large  tract  of  land  at  the  mouth 
of  Sutton's  creek,  four  miles  up  the  Susque- 
hanna river  from  the  bead  of  the  ^\'yoming 
\alley.  There  his  great-grandfather,  to- 
gether with  his  negro  servant,  was  killed  by 
the  Indians  while  hoeing  corn,  in  1776,  the 
day  before  the  Wyoming  massacre.  His 
brothers.  Stephen  and  John  Hadsall.  were 
.serving  in  the  Colonial  army  and  were  then 
located  at  Wyoming,  where  they  were  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians,  but  their  lives  were 
sa\ed  by  reprieve.  To  Stephen  was  al- 
lotted the  ta.sk  of  carrying  a  keg  of  paint 
t(^  Connecticut,  it  being  used  to  paint  the 
reprieved  i)risoners  every  morning. 

Edward  Hadsall,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  removed  from  Connecticut  to  the 
Wyoming  valley  prior  to  the  massacre,  but 
fortunately  was  away  when  that  terrible 
crime  was  committed,  having  gone  to  New 
England  for  some  cattle.  Subseciuently  he 
rtturncd  and  made  his  home  on  the  original 
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lladsall  farm  at  the  nioutli  of  Sutton's 
creek  until  1805.  wlicn  he  sold  his  property 
tlicre  and  with  other  members  of  the  family 
removed  to  Martinsville,  Ohio,  just  across 
tlie  river  from  Wheeling,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  twice 
married  and  reared  a  large  family.  By  his 
lirst  union  he  had  three  sons :  James,  Ed- 
ward and  Benjamin.  The  latter  came  west 
a!  an  early  day  and  built  the  first  tavern  in 
Rock  Island,  Illinois,  at  which  place  he  later 
erected  a  large  hotel.  By  profession  he  was 
a  physician.  After  his  wife's  death  he  went 
to   California  and   there  died. 

James  Hadsall,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  E.KCter  township,  Pennsylvania, 
March  20,  1787,  and  .spent  his  early  life  in 
the  Wyoming  valley.  When  his  father  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  he  remained  in  Pennsyl- 
\ania,  being  engaged  in  farming  in  Luzerne 
county.  On  the  4th  of  February,  1810,  he 
n'.arried  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  December  29,  1795, 
and  died  m  1885.  His  death  occurred  the 
same  year.  All  of  their  fourteen  children 
were  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania. 
The  two  eldest  died  in  infancy.  Edward, 
born  January  26,  18 13,  married  Jane  Dia- 
mond, of  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  1856  removed  to  ^lichigan,  where 
he  now  resides. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  James  S. 
Hadsall  grew  to  manhood,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  education  in  the  local  schools  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  1896.  In  1852  he  first  came 
to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  entered  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  34,  Burns 
township,  but  spent  the  following  f(jur 
years  in  Pennsylvania,  locating  permanently 
here  in  1856.  In  connection  with  farming 
he  has  engaged  in  contracting  and  building. 


and  has  also  operated  a  coal  bank  located  on 
the  southern  part  of  his  farm.  He  first  dis- 
covered coal  and  o])encd  up  bis  lirst  bank  in 
1857,  since  which  time  he  has  worked  tlie 
mines,  and  at  times  has  employed  as  many 
as  twenty  men.  He  has  done  a  large  amount 
of  building  in  Burns  and  adjoining  town- 
ships, as  well  as  in  Nebraska  and  Iowa,  and 
has  built  many  bridges  in  this  and  other 
localities.  This  was  his  principal  occupation 
during  the  summer  months,  during  which 
time  he  employed  from  four  to  eight  men. 
He  has  thoroughly  improved  the  home  farm, 
and  also  owned  a  farm  in  Saunders  county, 
.Nebraska,  that  he  later  gave  to  his  daughter. 

Mr.  Hadsall  was  married  January  13, 
1848.  in  Xew  Troy,  now  Wyoming,  Penn- 
sylvania, to  Miss  Malinda  Brace,  whose 
parents,  William  and  Anna  (Munson) 
Brace,  were  natives  of  Xcw  York  state, 
b'ive  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Me- 
dora,  who  died  in  infancy;  Anna  E.,  wife  of 
l^.dgar  Kimerling,  of  Nebraska;  Henry, 
who  was  born  September  23,  1855.  and  was 
killed  by  falling  from  a  building  December 
3,  1882;  one  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Smith,  a  farmer  of  Burns  township,  who 
was  born  September  12,  i860,  and  marrieil 
Julia  Zeigler,  of  Kewanee. 

During  the  Civil  war  'Slv.  Hadsall  en- 
listed in  the  spring  of  1864,  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  being  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  at  Chicago.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  ]\Iasonic  fraternity.  He  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay  and 
supported  the  ^\'hig■  party  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  jjarty,  with  which 
he  has  since  been  identified.     Since  coming 
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to  Heniy  county  lie  Las  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  has 
been  honored  with  several  local  offices,  hav- 
ing served  as  school  trustee  and  director 
and  commissioner  of  highways.  In  i860 
he  was  first  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
which  position  he  creditably  filled  for  six- 
teen years  and  then  declined  to  longer 
serve.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Hawley,  June  16,  1879,  ^''''J  filled  the  office 
for  the  long  period  of  twenty-two  years  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 


AUGUST  ^^"ALTERS. 

Residing  on  section  2,  Burns  township, 
is  one  of  the  representative  German-Ameri- 
can citizens  of  Henry  county.  He  was  born 
in  Prussia,  Germany,  on  the  _'d  of  October, 
1824,  his  parents  being  Martin  and  Hannah 
(Witliaus)  \\'alters,  also  natives  of  Prussia,^ 
where  they  spent  their  entire  lives.  In  their 
family  were  five  children.  Our  subject  had 
one  brother  who  came  to  America  but  after- 
ward returned  to  the  fatherland,  and  a  sister 
who  became  a  resident  of  Michigan,  where 
her  death  occurred. 

During  his  boyhood  yir.  Walters  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  his  native  land, 
and  continued  to  live  in  the  land  of  his  birth 
until  after  reaching  man's  estate.  There 
he  was  married  March  31,  1850,  to  Miss  Au- 
gusta Wolgost,  who  was  also  born  in  Prus- 
sia, July  16,  1825.  In  1857  they  came  to  the 
United  States,  taking  passage  at  Bremen  on 
the  Aiigusta,  which  after  a  pleasant  voyage 
of  si.x  weeks  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of 
New  \'ork.  By  way  of  Chicago  Mr.  Wal- 
ters came  direct  to  Kewanee,  Illinois,  where 
lie  was   employed   at   general    labor   lor    a 


time.  Ill  1 86 1  he  made  his  first  purchase  of 
land,  but  the  tract  was  unbroken  and  covered 
with  brush;  four  year  later  he  added  to  it 
forty  acres  of  timber  land.  He  cleared  and 
jilaced  under  cultivation  the  entire  tract  with 
exception  of  fi\e  acres,  and  in  1869  traded 
it  for  eighty  acres  of  improved  land  on  sec- 
tion 3,  Burns  township,  to  which  he  subse- 
quently added  another  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 2.  He  still  owns  the  latter  tract  and  to 
its  cultivation  and  further  improvement  is 
now  devoting  his  time  and  attention.  He  is 
also  engaged  in  stock  raising. 

]Mr.  and  -Mrs.  \\"alters  became  the  par- 
ents of  six  children  :  August  F.,  born  in 
Germany,  February  20,  1851,  married  Hel- 
ena Spengel  and  is  engaged  in  farming;  two 
others,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ger- 
many, died  in  infancy;  Amelia,  born  in  Ke- 
wanee, Illinois,  November  18,  1858,  is  the 
wife  of  W.  F.  Berg,  a  native  of  German}-, 
and  a  fanner  of  Burns  township,  living 
with  our  subject;  they  ha\e  three  children, 
Carl,  Hulda  and  \\'illiam;  Carl,  born  Oc- 
tober 2,  i860,  died  from  the  effects  of  a 
sunstroke  and  was  buried  in  Cosner  ceme- 
tery ;  and  Lizzie  died  in  Kewanee  and  was 
buried  at  \\'ethersfield. 

Politically  ^Ir.  Walters  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  for  two  years  he 
capably  filled  the  office  of  pathmaster  in  his 
township.  Religioush'  he  and  his  wife  are 
Ixith  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  and  are  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed bv  all  who  know  them. 


MRS.  JULI.\  E.   DUXIIAM. 

One  of  the  well-known  and  highly  es- 
teemed ladies  of  Geneseo.  Illinois,  is  Mrs. 
Julia  E.  Dunham,  who  was  born  in  Char- 
don.    Ohio,    December   8,    18^^,   and    is   a 
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daughter  of  Erastus  and  Xaiicv  (  Dimiiiock) 
Foot,  both  natives  of  Stafford.  Connecti- 
cut, the  former  born  July  25,  1794.  the  lat- 
ter August  15.  1801.  Her  maternal  grand- 
father, .\mzi  Dimmock.  was  cha])lain  of  a 
regiment  in  Washington's  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  returned  to  his  home 
bare-footed  and  penniless  when  hostilities 
ceased.  Mrs.  Dunham's  parents  were  mar- 
ried at  their  birth  place,  June  10.  iS_>i.  and 
eight  children  blessed  their  union,  namely: 
Eliza  N.  married  James  Current,  and  died 
on  Christmas  day,  1870,  in  Painesville, 
Ohio.  Her  husband  died  in  Clevelantl,  that 
state.  His  son  Warren  is  now  chief  clerk 
in  the  United  States  railway  postal  service. 
Sophronia  M.  married  Daniel  Warner,  and 
died  in  Osco  township,  while  here  on  a  visit, 
October  20,  1888,  having  survived  her  hus- 
band some  years.  Francis  E.  married  Har- 
riet Eldridge  and  lives  in  Munson,  Ohio. 
Martha  J.  married  Harding  Stoughton  and 
died  in  Osco,  this  county,  in  1892,  while 
her  husband  died  in  1890.  Wealthy  C.  is 
the  wife  of  John  Folder,  of  Rock  Creek, 
Ohio.  Cyrus  S.  married  Catlierine  Potter, 
now  a  resident  of  Menlow,  Iowa,  and  he 
was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball  at  the  battle  of 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  November  18,  1863. 
Julia  E.  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Julia  E.   (second)  completes  the  family. 

Reared  in  Chardon,  Ohio,  ]\Irs.  Dun- 
ham acquired  her  education  in  its  public 
schools.  On  the  i8th  of  August,  1863,  she 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Addison  A. 
Dunham,  who  was  a  native  of  Union  City, 
Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  who  was  born 
February  5,  1844,  a  son  of  George  and  Cath- 
erine (Wilson)  Dunham,  natives  of  the 
Buckeye  state.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of 
eight  children,  the  others  being  Sidney,  a 
resident     of     Union     Citv,    Pennsylvania; 


Adolphus.  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  Charles,  an  oil  merchant  of  Sisters- 
ville,  Ohio;  Samuel,  a  resident  of  the  same 
place;  Henry,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania; 
William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years : 
and  Lilly,  wife  of  Frank  Zinn,  Sistersville, 
Ohio. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Dunham  en- 
listed at  Union  City,  Erie  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  Company  L,  Twelfth  Pennsylvanitt 
Cavalry,  and  was  discharged  at  Philadel- 
phia, June  20,  1862,  on  account  of  disabil- 
ity. He  ne\'er  recovered  from  the  effects  of 
his  military  service,  and  died  February  24, 
1 87 1,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  from 
illness  contracted  shortly  after  his  enlist- 
ment. He  was  engaged  in  the  flour  and 
feed  business  in  Union  City.  He  was  five 
feet,  seven  and  a  half  inches  in  height,  and 
of  dark  complexion,  gray  eyes  and  dark  hair, 
and  as  a  man  was  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  w  ho  knew  him. 

In  1871,  after  her  husband's  death,  INIrs. 
Dunham  same  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and 
located  on  a  farm  in  Osco  township,  whore 
she  made  her  home  until  1890.  Since  then 
she  has  resided  in  Geneseo.  In  the  man- 
agement of  her  affairs  she  has  disployed 
excellent  business  and  executive  ability,  and 
those  womanly  qualities  which  have  en- 
deared her  to  all.  She  is  a  member  of  Col- 
onel Galligan  Circle  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  is  an  active  and  faithful 
member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  Aid  Society. 

Unto  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Dunham  were  bom 
three  children,  namely  :  ( i )  AVilliam,  born 
November  11,  1864,  died  January  22,  1896. 
(2)  Warren,  born  September  26,  1866,  is 
a  farmer  of  Geneseo  township,  and  a  mem- 
■  ber  of  Eutopia  Lodge,  No  312,  K.  P.,  of 
Geneseo.    He  was  married  January  2,  1894, 
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to  Miss  Lotta  Lewis,  ulio  was  Ijorn  Feb- 
ruary 12.  1873,  and  is  the  onl\-  cliikl  of 
Al)rani  and  ^fary  (Reese)  Lewis,  natives  of 
Ohii)  and  Illinois,  rcspcctix-cly.  P>y  this 
iniion  there  are  two  children:  lllanch.  horn 
Eehrnary  i.  1X95.  and  William.  Ix.rn  Oc- 
tober <>.  iS(;g.  (3)  Xettie.  the  youn<^est 
child  of  i>ur  subject,  was  burn  .Xovember  7. 
1870.  and  died  May  15.  1871. 


ELIJAH  .STOREY. 

The  stock  raising'  interests  of  TIenr\- 
county  find  in  Mr.  Storey  a  worthv  reprc- 
.sentative.  He  has  owned  some  of  the  most 
noted  animals  in  this  section  of  the  state, 
and  in  his  chosen  line  of  occu])ation  has  been 
eminently  successful,  lie  was  born  in  Ke- 
wanee  im  the  _><;th  i)f  October.  1851.  and 
belongs  to  one  of  the  honored  ])ioneer  fam- 
ilies ot  the  county.  His  father,  jaruis  Sto- 
rey, was  l)orn  in  Oneida  county,  Xew  \'ork. 
March  18,  1828.  and  attended  the  cummon 
schools  of  that  locality.  .\t  the  a^e  ni  twelve 
years  he  reiuoved  tn  Canada  with  his  ])ar- 
ents.  Elijah  and  Louise  (Wheeler)  .Sti.rey. 
also  natives  of  Oneida  county,  .Xew  York. 
\\'hile  in  Canada  the  father  of  our  sul)ject 
worked  for  a  man  who  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Ene^lisli  government  as  Indian  agent  aiul 
trader,  and  remained  with  him  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  Two  years  later  he  came 
with  iiis  parents  to  Illinois,  reaching  Ke- 
v.anee  on  the  -'3d  of  July.  1847.  Here  his 
father  died  in  1850,  and  his  mother  passed 
away  soon  afterwards.  1  ier  parents  were 
natives  of  Dutchess  county,  .Xew  ^■ork,  and 
spent  their  lives  in  that  slate.  The  i)aternal 
.grcatgrandijarents  of  our  subject  were  also 
born  in  this  country. 

On  coming  to  Henry  county,  Jarius 
Siurey  entered   fi.rtv  acres  of  land  on  sec- 


tion 4,  Kewanee  townshii),  and  later  entered 
two  other  forty-acre  tracts.  At  that  time 
there  was  not  a  single  building  on  the  present 
site  of  Kewanee.  it  being  covered  with  tall 
prairie  grass.  .\  few  Indians  were  still  en- 
camped here,  and  deer  and  other  wild  game 
was  plentiful.  About  four  times  a  year  Mr. 
Storey  wotdd  go  either  to  Peru  or  La  Salle, 
on  the  Illinois  river,  to  obtain  provisions, 
these  being  the  nearest  market  places  at  that 
time.  In  those  early  days  he  cut  all  his  grain 
with  a  cradle  and  threshed  it  with  a  flail. 
Throughout  life  he  has  successfully  engaged 
in  fanning  and  is  still  living  on  the  land 
which  he  entered  from  the  go\-ernment.  He 
was  married  in  Kewanee.  in  1850,  to  Miss 
.Xancy  Dingman,  who  was  horn  in  Canada, 
and  came  to  this  county  with  her  ])arents  in 
1849.  They  were  also  natives  of  that  coun- 
try and  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Storey  W'as  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  The 
others  were  as  follows:  (i)  Mary,  wedded 
James  Bradford,  a  blacksmith  of  Annawan, 
who  diuMug  the  Civil  war  enlisted  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Illinois 
Regiment,  but  was  confined  in  the  hospit:d 
at  Indianajiolis  during  the  most  of  his  ser- 
\  ice.  lie  and  his  wife  died,  Iea\ing  three 
children,  Lucy,  Lovina  and  Josephus.  (j) 
I^avid,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  married 
Mary  Showers,  of  Kewanee,  and  moved  to 
Kansas,  where  both  died,  leaving  a  famiiy. 
(3)  William  married  a  Miss  Hodge,  and 
they  died,  leaving  four  children  who  arc 
residents  of  Dayton,  Iowa.  (4)  Joseph 
married  Jane  Rockey  and  lived  in  Kewanee 
when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  In  1864  he 
enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  w'as  wounded 
during  Morgan's  raid.  After  the  war  he 
removed  to  Kan.sas,  where  he  followed 
farming  until  his  death.    He  left  three  ciiil- 
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dreii.  (5J  Jennette  married  George  Min- 
onl  and  they  died,  leaving  nine  children, 
who  reside  in  Iowa.  (6)  Margaret  wedded 
George  Mesker,  and  at  their  deaths  they  left 
four  children,  Merritt,  Hattie,  Elizabeth 
and  George,  residents  of  Kewanee.  (7) 
Nancy  was  the  mother  of  our  subject.  (8) 
Eliza  married  James  McNeal  and  they  died, 
leaving  two  children,  William  and  John,  of 
Alba  township.  (9)  James  and  his  wife 
died  in  Iowa  leaving  no  family.  (10)  Law- 
rence was  married  in  Abingdon,  lllino's, 
and  at  his  death  left  a  family.  He  was  a 
contractor  and  was  killed  in  the  erection  of 
a  building,  (nj  Frank  enlisted  in  1861 
in  Company  I,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois  In- 
fantry, was  wounded  in  the  battles  of  Look- 
out ^lountain  and  Chattanooga,  and  was 
mustered  out  in  1865.  He  first  married  Hat- 
tie  Aikens  and,  second,  Ella  Kelsey,  and  with 
his  family  now  resides  in  Iowa.  Mrs.  Nancy 
Storey,  who  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  died  December  30,  1865, 
and  w^as  buried  on  the  ist  of  January,  i86b. 
Elijah,  our  subject,  was  the  oldest  of  her 
seven  children.  David  L.,  born  in  1853, 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  Josephus 
died  at  the  age  of  four  months;  and  three 
died  in  infancy.  Jane,  born  in  1861,  is  the 
wife  of  Geoge  Ditto,  of  Keithsburg,  Iowa, 
and  they  have  three  children  living,  Dora, 
Jarius  and  Laura  Pearl,  and  one  deceased, 
Ray.  The  father  was  again  married  April 
25,  1867,  his  second  union  being  with  Eliz- 
abeth Swyhart,  whose  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Ohio.  By  this  union  two  children 
were  born,  but  the  older  died  at  the  age  of 
two  months.  Tessa,  born  October  4,  1872, 
is  with  her  parents.  Since  casting  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  he 
has  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  served  as  overseer  of  high- 


ways and  school  director  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  has  never  sought  ofifice.  He  is 
one  of  the  honored  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  his  community. 

Since  attaining  man's  estate  Elijah 
Storey,  of  this  review,  has  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  and  now  successfully 
operates  eighty-five  acres  of  land,  but  he 
gives  especial  attention  to  the  other  branch 
of  his  business  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  must 
extensive  stock  raisers  of  Illinois.  The  first 
colt  he  raised  won  first  premium  at  Cam- 
bridge in  1876  and  afterward  wmi  pre- 
miums wlierexer  shown  for  the  four  years. 
He  owned  the  I'rench  draft  horse.  -Sultan, 
v.lio  was  alsi)  shown  at  four  count}'  fairs 
and  won  tirst  and  sweepstakes  at  each  exhi- 
bition, and  won  first  prize  for  two  succes- 
sive years  at  the  Illinois  state  fair.  He  was 
then  sold  to  a  party  in  Iowa.  His  next 
horse,  Arimus,  a  Percheron,  won  t\\eni_\-- 
four  first  prizes  in  Henry  county,  and  also 
won  prizes  at  the  stale  fairs.  He  now  owns 
a  French  coach  stallion,  Urbin,  which  won 
first  premium  and  a  gold  medal  in  his  class 
at  the  World's  fair  m  i8()3.  Mr.  ."^torey 
owned  the  celebrated  horse,  Voltaire,  also  a 
prize  winner,  being  considered  the  best 
horse  in  his  class  in  the  state.  He  is  now- 
engaged  in  breeding  Percheron,  Clydesdale 
and  French  coach  horses,  and  also  registered 
cattle  and  hogs.  He  thoroughly  under- 
stands his  business,  and  the  success  that 
has  crowned  his  well-directed  eff<>rts  i>  cer- 
tainly justly  merited. 

On  the  27th  of  February.  1872.  Mr. 
Storey  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lavina  McClennan,  who  was  born  in  Ken- 
dall county,  Illinois,  September  23,  1N32.  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Resinda  (Call  1  Mc- 
Clennan. Her  father  was  born  in  Niagara 
county.  New  York,  September  5,  1820.  and 
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•came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  1855,  lo- 
cating first  in  Annawan,  and  later  removing 
to  Alba  township.  He  died  December  9, 
1898.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Canada, 
Xo\ember  22,  182O,  died  December  29, 
1S60.  They  were  married  August  29,  1844, 
.and  became  the  parents  of  four  cliildren, 
namelv:  (jeorge.  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy. 
John  married  Retta  IJlake  and  lived  for  a 
time  in  All)a  townshi]).  and  then  removed 
to  Iowa,  where  she  died.  Of  their  four 
children,  two  are  now  deceased.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  -Mrs.  Sabina  Ben- 
son, and  they  now  live  in  Ruthven,  Palo 
Alto  county,  Iowa.  Lavina  is  the  wife  of 
■our  subject.  Ella  married  George  .Andrews, 
who  died  November  9,  1899,  and  she  has 
.since  married  Chris  Jorgensen,  of  Pipestone, 
Z^Iinnesota.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Storey  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  Nellie,  born 
September  19,  1874,  died  October  5,  1875; 
Jarius  L.,  born  July  12,  1876,  Clarence  L., 
born  October  7,  1882,  are  all  at  home,  with 
exception  of  Ida,  who  stays  with  her  grand- 
parents much  of  the  time,  being  a  great  fa- 
\orite  with  them.  Politically  Mr.  Storey  is 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
.and  religiously  is  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
is  now  serving  as  trustee  and  steward  of 
xUq  parsonage  and  church. 


JONAS  WESTl'RLLWD. 

.V  brilliant  example  of  a  self-made 
American  citizen  and  a  grand  exemplifica- 
ti(jn  of  the  progress  that  an  ambitious  for- 
<;igner  can  make  in  this  country  of  unbound- 
ed ripportunities,  is    shown    in  the    case  of 


Jonas  Westerlund,  who  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  Orion.  Success  in  any  walk  of 
life  is  an  indication  of  earnest  endeavor  and 
persevering  effort — characteristics  that  he 
possesses  in  an  eminent  degree. 

Mr.  Westerlund  was  born  in  Hasela, 
North  Hilsingland,  Gafleburgsland,  Swe- 
den, March  31,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Eric 
Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Wester- 
lund, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Swe- 
tlen,  the  father  born  in  1801.  In  1850,  the 
family  sailed  for  the  new  world,  and  after 
spending  a  year  or  two  in  Andover.  the 
father  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Lynn  township,  which  he  improved  and 
vdiere  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  1867.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church 
in  Andover,  uniting  with  it  on  his  arrival  in 
the  county. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm 
in  his  native  land,  and  there  attended  school 
but  his  educational  advantages  were  very 
limited,  and  his  knowledge  of  English  has 
been  acquired  through  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts since  coming  to  this  country.  In  1850, 
with  the  other  members  of  his  father's  fam- 
ily, he  took  passage  on  the  Oden,  a  sailinqi 
vessel,  which  was  eleven  weeks  and  three 
days  in  crossing  the  ocean.  They  exper- 
ienced some  very  severe  storms,  during 
which  the  masts,  railings  and  nearly  every- 
thing on  deck  was  washed  overboard.  The 
captain,  who  was  an  old  sailor,  said  that  he 
had  never  seen  as  rough  a  sea  or  as  bad 
a  storm,  and  Mr.  \\'esterlund  says  that  he 
would  not  have  returned  to  his  native  land 
in  such  a  storm  for  all  Sweden.  His  mother 
and  one  sister  died  during  the  voyage  and 
were  buried  at  sea.  On  reaching  New  ^'ork 
the  remainder  of  the  family  proceeded  at 
once  to  Illinois  by  way  of  the  Hudson  river 
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to  Albany;  by  railroad  to  Buffalo;  by  the 
Great  Lakes  to  Chicago;  by  canal  to  Peru, 
Illinois;  and  by  team  to  Andover.  Our 
subject,  however,  walked  from  Peru  to  his 
new  home  in  this  county,  arriving  here  the 
middle  of  November,  1850.  On  the  way 
his  father's  brother,  Andrew  W'esterlund, 
was  killed  while  crossing  the  bridge  at 
Princeton,  Illinois. 

For  a  year  Jonas  W'esterlund  worked 
as  a  farm  hand  in  this  county,  and  in  the  fall 
of  185 1,  went  to  Minensota,  where  he  was 
employed  in  the  pineries,  sawmills  and  on 
the  river  for  five  years,  during  which  period 
he  visited  the  family  in  Henry  county  three 
or  four  time.  He  ran  numerous  rafts  of 
logs  and  lumber  down  the  river  to  St.  Louis 
during  which  time  he  w^ould  call  at  home. 
In  1854  he  made  his  first  purchase  of  hunl, 
consisting  of  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie 
on  section  2,  Lynn  township,  which  he  hireil 
broken  and  which  he  leased  until  his  return 
to  the  county  in  1856,  when  he  took  up  his 
residence  thereon  and  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  Prospering  in  this  undertak- 
ing he  was  able  to  add  to  his  property  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land, 
upon  which  he  has  erected  a  large  frame 
house,  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings, 
set  out  one  of  the  early  orchards,  and  made 
many  other  improvements  which  add  great- 
ly to  the  value  and  attractive  appearance  of 
the  place.  Since  1895,  however,  he  has 
rented  his  farm  and  has  lived  a  retired  life 
in  Orion,  where  he  owns  a  good  residence 
and  where,  surrounded  bv  all  the  comforts 
of  life,  he  is  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest. 

While  in  Minnesota,  Mir.  Westerlund 
was  married,  in  1856,  to  Miss  Ellen  Nelson, 
who  was  born  in  Skona,  Snoarp  BrobysLV 
ken,     Gynehard,     Christiansladt,     Sweden, 


December  23,  1835,  and  daughter  of  Nels 
Olsen  and  his  wife,  Mannel  E.  Peterson, 
who  died  in  Sweden.  With  two  brothers 
she  came  to  Minnesota  in  1853,  locating  in 
Stillwater,  which  was  her  home  until  her 
marriage.  By  this  union  were  born  five 
children,  who  are  still  living:  Lizzie,  wife 
of  John  W.  Anderson,  of  Dayton,  Iowa; 
Neils  Hennings,  a  farmer;  John  Edward,  a 
farmer  of  Lynn  township;  Joseph  E.,  a 
practicing  physician  of  Cambridge;  and 
Luther,  wdio  operates  his  father's  farm.  Two 
sons  died;  Charles  died  shortly  after  his 
marriage;  and  Nathan  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years. 

When  the  family  first  located  in  Henry 
county,  labor  was  cheap,  and  a  man  could 
earn  but  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  day, 
and  that  usually  had  to  be  taken  in  "store 
pay,"  the  party  receiving  an  order  on  a 
store  for  the  amount.  On  one  occasion,  the 
family  needing  some  groceries,  ]\Ir.  Wes- 
terlund started  for  Rock  Island,  the  near- 
est trading  point,  with  twenty  bushels  of  corn 
on  the  ear,  which  he  sold  for  nine  cents  a 
bushel.  He  had  to  pay  twenty  cents  toll 
across  Rock  river,  and  a  storm  coming  up 
he  had  to  remain  all  night  in  Rock  Island. 
When  he  paid  for  his  meals  and  lodgings  he 
had  but  twenty-five  cents  left,  and  that  he 
s^jent  for  tobacco.  Returning  home,  he 
again  loaded  his  wagon  with  corn,  and  this 
time  met  with  better  success,  as  he  sold  it 
promptly  and  was  enabled  to  return  home 
the  same  night  W'ith  the  much  needetl 
groceries. 

Politically  Mr.  Westerlund  was  origi- 
nally a  Whig  and  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Millard  Fillmore  in  1856,  in  Min- 
nesota, but  four  years  later  he  supported 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  presidency,  and 
has   since   been   a    stanch    Republican,  but 
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never  an  office  seeker.  However,  he  lias 
taken  an  active  interest  in  educational  af- 
fairs and  was  a  member  of  the  school  board 
for  several  years,  during  which  time  he  did 
much  to  secure  better  schools  and  compe- 
tent teachers.  He  has  also  served  as  com- 
missioner of  highways,  and  in  the  discharge 
of  his  public  duties  has  displayed  the  same 
fidelity  that  has  ever  marked  his  private  life. 
He  and  his  wife  are  active  and  earnest 
members  of  the  E\angelical  Swedish  Lu- 
theran Church,  ha\ing  been  reared  in  that 
faith,  and  are  among  the  most  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  citizens  of  their  com- 
munity. His  remarkable  success  in  life,  is 
due  to  his  own  energy  and  capable  man- 
agement, and  his  career  has  ever  been  such 
as  to  win  fur  him  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact. 


JCLICS   CHAKLET. 

This  prominent  and  intluential  agricul- 
turist residing  on  section  Jo,  Burns  town- 
shij),  llenr}- county,  lllin<_iis,  was  born  on  the 
25th  of  July,  i^,V).  in  Klein  Zietheu,  a 
small  \illage  of  (ierm;iny.  not  far  from  lier- 
lin,  and  is  a  son  of  .\braham  and  Dorothy 
Chariet,  also  natives  of  that  country,  where 
the  father  died  in  1848.  In  1856  the  mother 
came  to  America,  bringing  the  family  with 
her.  She  had  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  namel\- :  John,  now  de- 
ceased; August,  who  is  represented  on  an- 
other page  of  this  volume;  Dorothy,  de- 
ceased; Julius,  our  subject;  William,  de- 
ceased; and  Louisa,  widow  of  Oscar  Fischer 
and  a  resident  of  Burns  township,  whose 
sketch  also  appears  in  this  work. 


Julius  Chariet  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  lie  came  with  the  family  to  this  coun- 
try and  became  a  resident  of  Henry  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  employed  at  general 
labor  until  after  the  Civil  war  In'oke  out. 
Feeling  that  his  adopted  country  needed  his 
services  he  enlisted  at  Kewanee  in  1862,  in 
Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fourth  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry,  tmdcr 
Captain  ^i.  B.  I'otter.  The  regiment  was 
organized  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  saw 
consideraljle  active  service.  Mr.  Chariet 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Port  Gib- 
son, Raymond,  Jackson,  Champion  Hills, 
Brownsville,  Chunkey  Station,  Benton, 
Jackson  Cross  Roads  and  the  siege  of  Span- 
ish Fort.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Vicksburg,  and  after  three  years  of  faithful 
service  on  southern  battlefields  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  and  returned  to  Kewanee. 

In  1 866  Mr.  Chariet  married  Miss  Au- 
gusta Couve,  a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany, 
and  a  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Ouart ) 
Couve,  who  were  also  born  in  that  country 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1855.  lo- 
cating in  Wethersfield,  this  county.  She 
was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children.  Of  tlie 
eight  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Char- 
iet, li\e  are  still  li\ing,  namely:  William; 
lid  ward,  who  married  Louisa  Lehman; 
Lena,  wife  of  Gustaff  Gutchlag;  liernard; 
and  Leonora. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Chariet  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  near  Kewanee  until  1871, 
and  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  his 
jiresent  farm  on  section  10,  Burns  township, 
the  boundaries  of  w^hich  he  has  since  ex- 
tended until  they  now  enclose  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  acres  of  well  improved  land. 
Having  ma.stere(l  the  carpenter's  trade  he 
has  done  considerable  work  along  that  line 
in  connection  with  farming. 
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Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charlet  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Science  Church; 
socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of  Kewa- 
nee  Post  G.  A.  R.  His  political  support  is 
given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  he  has  taken  quite  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  local  politics.  For 
four  years  he  acceptably  served  as  supervisor 
of  his  township,  and  has  filled  the  office  of 
school  director  for  fifteen  years  in  a  capable 
and  satisfactorv  manner. 


WILLIS  F.  EVANS. 

Among  Henry  county's  native  sons  none 
have  been  more  prominently  identified  with 
her  agricultural  interests  than  Willis  F. 
Evans,  who  was  born  ]\Iay  Jo,  1865,  on  the 
old  homestead  on  section  20,  Phenix  town- 
ship, where  he  now  resides,  his  parents  be- 
ing Thomas  and  Christnia  (Horshman} 
Evans.  His  father  was  also  a  native  of  this 
county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Phenix 
township  on  the  14th  of  October,  1S42. 
During  his  minority  he  remained  upon  the 
farm  where  he  was  born,  and  then  purchased 
the  place  now  occupied  by  our  subject.  His 
first  purchase  consisted  of  ninety-six  acres, 
on  which  he  built  a  large  and  substantial 
farm  house  and  other  buildings.  He  placed 
his  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
continued  to  successfully  engage  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  home  farm  November  22,  1891,  after 
a  long  illness.  He  always  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock  raising  and  took 
great  pride  in  making  his  place  one  of  the 
model  farms  of  the  county.  In  his  political 
views  he  was  a  Republican,  and  for  three 
years  he  capably  filled  the  office  of  highway 


commissioner,  but  never  cared  for  political 
preferment.  In  early  life  he  was  a  supporter 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  but  afterward  at- 
tended the  United  Evangelical  Church,  and 
always  led  an  upright,  honorable  Christian 
life.  His  wife  died  on  the  27th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1886.  They  were  married  in  Genesee 
and  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
of  whom  Willis  F.,  is  the  oldest,  the  others 
being  Alta  M.,  now  a  resident  of  Kansas; 
Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years;  and  Thomas  M.,  who  is  employed  in 
a  cannery  at  Washington. 

Willis  F.  Evans  spent  the  days  of  his 
bojhood  and  youth  uixin  the  home  farm  and 
under  his  father's  able  direction  acquired  an 
excellent  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  now  numbers  him  among  the  most 
thorough  and  skilled  farmers  of  his  commu- 
nity. In  the  winter  of  1890,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Phenix  township  to  Miss  Cora  E. 
Sieben,  a  daughter  of  Valentine  and  Caro- 
line (Butzer)  Sieben.  The  father  was  born 
in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  October 
14,  1839,  a  son  6i  Joseph  and  Aboline  Sie- 
ben, and  came  with  his  family  to  the  United 
States  in  1852.  The  parents  located  in 
Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  but  he  came  to 
Henry  county,  where  he  obtained  work  as 
a  farm  hand,  being  thus  employed  until  his 
marriage  July  10.  i860.  Later  he  engaged 
in  breaking  prairie  and  threshing,  he  and 
his  brother-in-law,  Jacob  Butzer,  buying  a 
threshing  machine  together  in  1862.  The 
following  year  he  purchased  two  hunch-ed 
acres  of  land  on  section  3,  Phenix  township, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
called  from  this  life  in  1886.  His  wife 
survived  him  for  a  number  of  years  and  at 
the  time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  in 
1898,  was  living  in  Genesee.  She  was  a 
native  of  this  county,    and    a  daughter    of 
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George  Frederick  Butzer,  one  of  its  pioneer 
settlers.  The  cliiklren  born  to  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Siehen  were  George,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eiglit  years;  Fred;  Annie;  Ella;  Cora  E. ; 
Frank;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  i'Aans  have  one  child.  Glenn  L.. 
born  on  the  old  homestead.  Septemlier   15. 

1894. 

.\s  a  RepnbHcan  Mr.  Evans  takes  (jnite 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  poli- 
tics, and  has  held  the  office  of  collector  two 
years;  assessor  of  Phenix  township  for  five 
years;  and  at  present  is  a  school  trnstee. 
which  position  he  has  filled  most  creditably 
for  six  years.  Religiously  he  is  a  member 
of  Ebenezer  United  Evangelical  Church, 


AUGUST  F.  SPIEGEL. 

Germany  has  furnished  to  America 
many  of  her  most  enterprising  and  thrifty 
citizens,  who  in  this  land  of  the  free  have 
gained  for  themselves  and  family  a  com- 
fortable competence.  Among  those  who 
have  settled  in  Henry  county,  and  are  to-day 
inmibered  among  her  l)est  citizens  is  Au- 
gust I"".  Spiegel,  who  is  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  on  section  21,  Burns  township. 

He  was  born  in  Germany,  July  19,  1837. 
a  son  of  Frederick  and  Foeder  Spiegel,  who 
remained  in  Prussia  until  1861,  when  they 
emigrated  to  the  new  world  and  took  up 
their  residence  in  Kewanee  township,  Henry 
county,  Illinois.  Here  the  father  followed 
farming,  though  in  his  native  land  he  had 
worked  at  the  miller's  trade.  He  died  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1889.  and  his  wife  departed  this 
life  in  1880,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  the  Kewanee  cemetery.  In  their 
family  were  eight  children  who  came  to  this 


country,  our  subject  and  his  brother.  Fred- 
erick, being  the  first  to  cross  the  Atlantic. 

August  Spiegel  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  land,  and  received  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  German  language.  In 
1857,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  and  his 
brother  took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  at 
Hamburg,  and  after  a  stormy  voyage  of 
five  weeks  and  three  days  landed  in  New 
York.  He  came  at  once  to  Kewanee.  Illi- 
nois, where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  a 
time.  In  1865  he  bought  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Xeponset  township.  Bureau  county,  Illi- 
nois, to  which  he  subsequently  added  sixty 
acres.  Oil  disposing  of  that  property  in 
1883  he  purchased  a  half  section  of  land  ir. 
Burns  township,  Henry  county,  but  has 
since  sold  eighty  acres  of  this.  The  remain- 
der he  has  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  supplied  with  all  the  conven- 
iences and  accessories  of  the  model  farm  of 
the  present  day. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1862,  Mr.  Spiegel 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie 
Custer,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  -America  in  1856  with  her  parents, 
William  antl  Caroline  (Xuebert)  Custer, 
landing  in  New  York.  The  family  located 
ii;  Kewanee.  Illinois,  where  the  father 
vorked  at  the  mason's  trade  for  about  i\\e 
years,  and  then  purchased  property  in  Ke- 
wanee township  and  turned  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  prospered  in 
his  labors  and  accumulated  a  valuable  prop- 
erty. He  died  in  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1876. 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  their  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  Kewanee  township.  Of 
their  eight  children  four  are  still  living. 
Mrs.  Spiegel  began  her  education  in  the. 
schools  of  Prussia,  and  after  the  emigra- 
tion of  the  family  to  America  she  attended 
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school  here  to  some  extent.  By  lier  mar- 
riage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  twelve 
•children,  but  only  five  are  now  living. 
Louisa  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
and  was  buried  in  Kewanee.  The  surviv- 
ing members  of  the  family  are  as  follows: 
Edward,  born  in  1863,  married  luiima 
Lehman,  and  is  engaged  in  fruit  farming 
near  ]\Iilan,  Illinois;  Mary  is  tiie  wife  of 
Henry  Kempin,  of  Kewanee;  Clara  is  the 
wife  of  Peter  Verstrette,  who  is  employed 
in  the  shops  at  Kewanee;  and  Carl  and 
Theodore  assist  their  father  in  tiie  opera- 
tion of  the  home  farm. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Spiegel  sup])i)rts  tiic 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  for  two  years  he  eflicientiy  rtiled  the 
oftice  of  school  director.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  a  man 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  l)y  all  who 
know  him  on  account  of  his  sterling  worth. 
His  wife  is  also  a  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Spiegel  has  a  fine 
home,  furnace  heated,  and  a  barn  40x60 
ftet.  with  large  cribs  and  (uubuildings. 
In  addition  to  general  farming  lie  raises 
considerable  stock. 


H.  J.  STEWART.  M.  D. 

Although  but  a  recent  ac(|uisition  to 
the  goodly  array  of  enterprising  professional 
men  of  Kewanee  this  well-known  physician 
and  surgeon  is  already  building  up  an  ex- 
cellent practice,  his  specialties  being  the  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  He 
was  born  in  Warren  county,  Illinois,  March 
21,  1868,  a  son  of  David  B.  and  Sarah  E. 
(Pilkington)  Stewart,  natives  of  Pennsvl- 
Tania  and  early  settlers  of  this  state.     The 


father,  who  is  a  farmer  by  occupation,  is 
still  living  in  Warren  county,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  while  his  wife  is  sixty- 
three  years  of  age.  For  many  years  lie 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Spring 
Grove,  that  township.  On  account  of  a 
cancer  the  Doctor  recently  assisted  in  re- 
moving his  father's  left  ear  with  the  ho|)e 
t)f  stopping  that  terrible  disease.  In  the 
family  were  nine  children,  of  whom  the 
sons  and  three  daughters  are  still  living. 

Dr.  Stewart  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
began  his  education  in  the  country  schools. 
Later  he  attended  the  high  school  at  Alexis, 
Illinois,  and  the  Northwestern  University 
at  Chicago,  graduating  from  the  medical 
department  of  that  institution  in  1893.  He 
devoted  several  months  to  hospital  work, 
and  in  1899  took  a  post-graduate  course  on 
the  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat, 
thus  becoming  well  fitted  for  the  profession 
which  he  has  chosen  as  a  life  work.  On  the 
1st  of  June,  1893,  soon  after  his  graduation, 
he  opened  an  office  in  Viola,  Mercer  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  engaged  in  practice 
until  coming  to  Kewanee,  March  i,  1900. 
With  seven  years'  experience  he  comes  to 
this  place  well  qualified,  and  his  skill  and 
ability  have  already  won  for  him  a  good 
patronage.  He  is  very  progressive  and 
keeps  well  posted  on  the  latest  discoveries 
made  in  the  science  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery. As  a  citizen  he  is  enterprising  and 
public  spirited  and  is  such  a  man  as  gives 
character  to   a  community. 

In  1894  Dr.  Stewart  married  Miss  Ade- 
laide H.  Frazier,  a  native  of  Viola.  Her 
father  H.  B.  Frazier,  was  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  that  place,  where  he  died  July 
II,  1898,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years, 
and  was  succeeded  in  business  by  his  sons. 
John,  Fred  and   Edwin.      There    are    also 
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three  daughters  in  the  family.  Adelaide 
H.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Nannie,  wife  of 
M.  R.  McKinnon;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  Dr. 
^IcClannahan,  of  A'ioia.  The  mother  of 
these  children  is  still  an  honored  resident 
of  tliat  place. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  have  two  chil- 
dren, Florence  \'erl  and  Eouise  Ruth.  The 
parents  both  hold  membership  in  the  Presby- 
terian Ciiurch,  and  the  Doctor  is  also  a 
member  of  the  ■Masonic  fraternity,  the  Galva 
District  iledical  Association,  the  State 
Medical  Association,  and  the  Kewanee 
JMedical  Society,  being  secretary  of  the  last 
named.  In  Warren  county  he  served  as 
school  trustee  for  a  time ;  was  also  president 
of  the  village  board  of  Viola  for  six  years; 
trustee  and  chairman  of  the  village  council ; 
and  township  school  trustee  three  years. 
He  was  elected  to  these  ixisitions  on  t!ie 
Democratic  ticket,  but  at  present  is  not  an 
advocate  of  the  issues  of  modern  Democ- 
rac\'. 


JOSEPH  JOHXSTOX. 

There  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Galva 
township,  February  ii,  1899,  Joseph 
Johnston,  who  was  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  men  of  that  locality.  He  was  born 
in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  November  14,  1831, 
a  son  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (2\IcGill) 
Johnston,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
that  country,  the  father  being  engaged  in 
farming.  Our  subject  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters are  still  living.  The  daughters  and  one 
son  still  reside  in  Scotland,  while  two  sons 
make  their  home  in  this  country,  these  be- 
ing John,  who  lives  in  Iowa;  and  William, 
who  lives  north  of  Oneida,  Illinois. 


During  his  boyhood  Joseph  Johnston  re- 
ceived only  a  limited  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  land,  but  by  reading  and  ob- 
servation in  subsequent  years  became  a  well 
informed  man.  He  always  transacted  his 
own  business  affairs  and  by  the  successful 
management  of  the  same  became  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  citizens  of  his  community. 
On  coming  to  America  in  1856  he  first  lo- 
cated near  \'ictoria,  Illinois,  where  he 
worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  Air.  Sansberry 
until  going  to  the  gold  fields  of  Colorado, 
in  1862.  There  he  engaged  in  prospecting 
and  teaming,  three  times  crossing  the  plains 
with  merchandise  to  Denver.  He  met  with 
success  while  in  the  west,  and  on  his  return 
to  Illinois  was  able  to  purchase  eighty  acres 
of  land  south  of  Nekonia,  in  Henry  county, 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  at  once  turned  his  attention. 
Later  he  purchased  an  improved  farm  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  part  in 
Ontario  and  part  in  Walnut  Grove  town- 
ships, where  he  made  his  home  until  1881, 
when  he  removed  to  a  farm  of  one  hundreil 
se\enty-two  and  a  half  acres  west  of  Galva, 
though  he  still  retained  his  former  place. 
He  also  purchased  one  hundred  and  seven- 
teen acres  of  land  adjoining  Galva,  a  part 
of  which  has  since  been  subdivided  into 
town  lots.  In  his  farming  operations  he 
met  with  most  excellent  success,  becoming 
the  owner  of  about  six  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  valuable  land,  two  hundred  and 
ninety  acres  of  which  was  in  this  county, 
the  remaining  half  section  being  in  Knox 
county.  He  gave  special  attention  to  the 
raising  of  stock,  both  horses  and  cattle,  and 
found  this  branch  of  his  business  (piite  profit- 
able. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Janet  Anderson,  by  whom 
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lie  had  five  children,  all  living,  namely : 
Mary,  John,  Isaac,  Henry  and  Maggie,  and 
all,  with  the  exception  of  John  who  resides 
in  Knox  county,  living  in  Henry  county. 
After  the  death  of  the  mother,  Mr.  Johnston 
was  again  married,  in  March,  1877,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Margaret 
JMeikle,  who  was  born  in  Ayrshire.  Scotland, 
in  1845,  'i"<^l  came  to  the  new  world  in 
1873,  locating  in  Henry  county,  Illinois. 
Her  parents  both  died  in  the  old  country, 
never  coming  to  the  United  States.  To 
them  were  born  three  children :  Elizabeth, 
now  the  wife  of  Lloyd  Jones,  of  Galva 
township,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Ber- 
nice;  William,  who  lives  with  his  brother  on 
the  farm;  and  Janet,  at  home  with  her 
mother. 

The  Republican  party  always  found  in 
]\Ir.  Johnston  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  prin- 
ciples, but  he  would  never  accept  or  hold 
public  office,  preferring  to  give  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  always  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  within 
a  few  months  of  his  death  and  continued  to 
actively  engage  in  the  work  of  the  farm 
until  the  last.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
was  connected  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  was  an  earnest  and 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  No  man  in  his  community  was 
more  respected  of  more  fully  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  none 
ever  better  deserved  such  respect  and  con- 
fidence, for  his  was  an  honoraI)le  and  up- 
right life,  consistent  with  his  professions  in 
every  respect.     

ORIN  H.  LOOAIIS. 
For  many  years  this  gentleman  was  one 
of  the  leading  business   men  of  Kewanee, 
but  in  January,   1900,  he  sold  out,  and  is 


now  practically  living  a  retired  life  in  that 
city,  where  he  is  so  well  and  favorably 
known.  He  was  born  in  Coventry,  Connec- 
ticut, June  17,  1822,  and  is  one  of  a  family 
of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, whose  parents  were  Selah  and  Esther 
(Howard)  Loomis,  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts,  respectively.  In  1833 
the  family  removed  to  Michigan,  and  after 
seventeen  years  spent  in  that  state  came  to 
W^ethersfield  township,  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois. The  father  died  in  Kewanee  in  1871, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  in  1876,  at  the  age  of 
eighty- four. 

Orin  H.  Loomis  began  his  educatinn  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  slate,  and  com- 
pleted his  literary  training  at  the  White 
Pigeon  branch  of  the  Michigan  University. 
For  one  year  he  was  professor  of  metlie- 
matics  at  that  institution,  and  for  the.  suc- 
ceeding five  years  taught  in  the  district 
schools  of  Michigan.  In  1847  'le  li^d 
charge  of  a  school  at  Freeport.  Illinois, 
V  here  was  educated  Charles  Giteau  and  sis- 
ter. Even  at  school  they  were  notably  bad, 
so  much  so  that  the  teacher  sent  them  home 
with  their  books,  and  with  the  understand- 
ing that  they  were  not  to  return  until  better 
behavior  on  their  part  could  be  assured. 
Several  days  later  the  father  returned  the 
children  to  school  and  vouched  for  their 
good  behavior.  They  were  accordingly 
given  another  trial  and  there  was  a  marked 
improvement  in  their  deportment.  Their 
father  stood  high  in  the  community,  but 
the  children  were  taught  disobedience  to 
his  rule  by  their  mother.  This  fact  un- 
doubtedly led  to  the  terrible  event  which 
occurred  at  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  depot 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  July  2,  1881,  when 
the  son  took  the  life  of  one  of  the  nation's 
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able  and  worthy  statesmen — James  A.  (iar- 
field — and  caused  sorrow  througliout  the 
civiHzed  world.  For  tliis  act  Charles  Giteaii 
was  hanged  at  W'ashington,  June  30,  1882. 

In  1849  Mr.  Looniis  came  to  Henry 
county  and  was  engaged  in  farming  with  his 
father  in  Wethersfield  township  for  a  time. 
On  the  1st  of  September,  1854,  he  embarked 
in  the  grain  business  in  Kewanee,  and 
shipped  the  second  carload  of  grain  that 
ever  left  this  station.  In  1855  he  and  his 
associates  built  the  first  steam  elevator 
erected  in  Kewanee,  and  he  continued  to 
deal  in  grain  until  1862,  when  he  became 
interested  in  the  agricultural  implement 
business,  which  he  carried  on  until  1870. 
For  the  following  three  years  he  engaged 
in  fanning,  and  on  his  return  to  Kewanee 
at  the  end  of  that  time  resumed  business 
at  his  old  stand,  where  he  remained  until 
he  retired  from  active  life  in  January,  1900. 

At  Edwardsburg,  Michigan,  Mr.  Loomis 
was  married,  in  1846,  to  Miss  Rosetta 
Rogers,  who  died  there  in  the  spring  of 
1849.  On  the  27th  of  August,  1850,  at 
East  Hamburg,  New  York,  Mr.  Loomis 
Avas  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cornelia 
A.  Starkweather.  By  this  union  were  born 
eight  children,  namely  :  ( i  )  Frances,  w  ho 
passed  away  in  1857,  when  only  six  years 
and  a  half  old.  (2)  Niles  Howard,  a  resi- 
dent of  Nora,  Oklahoma,  married  Carrie 
Minnick,  and  they  have  nine  children :  Orin 
Howard,  who  first  married  Louise  Feurst, 
who  is  deceased ;  Bertha,  wife  of  Fred 
Steele,  by  whom  she  has  one  son.  George, 
deceased;  William  H.;  Guy;  Fred;  Eugene; 
George;  Clark;  Alma;  and  Carrie,  who  died 
in  childhood.  (3)  Henry  L.,  a  resident  of 
Bloomington,  Illinois,  married  Jennie 
Regan,  and  they  have  seven  chiUlren :  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  John  Borst,  by  whom  she  has 


twd  children;  Mark;  Raymond;  William: 
Henry;  and  Louise.  (4)  Lucy  C.  is  the  wife 
of  Willis  E.  Terry,  of  Galesburg,  and  they 
h.ave  five  children :  Grace  L. ;  Julia  T. ; 
Willis;  Lucy;  and  Ruth.  (5)  Rosetta  M. 
is  the  wife  of  Edward  A.  Hubbard,  of  Chi- 
cago, and  they  have  one  child,  Loren.  (6) 
Grace  E.  is  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Pratt,  an  im- 
porter of  goods  at  Buenos  Ayres,  South 
America,  and  they  have  one  child.  Norman. 
(7)  Emma  F.,  now  a  resident  of  Galesburg, 
is  the  widow  of  Rev.  Charles  Leeper,  a 
Congregational  minister,  who  died  at  Pe- 
tosky,  Michigan.  (8)  Hattie  M.  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Hall,  of  Kewanee.  The 
mother  of  these  children,  who  was  an  earnest 
and  consistent  meml^er  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  died  January  18,  1890. 

In  his  political  views  ^Ir.  Loomis  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  that  organized  the  party  in  Henry 
county  in  1854.  Of  that  number  only  our 
subject  now  survives.  Henry  G.  Little,  aged 
eighty-eight  years,  died  in  Grinnell,  Iowa, 
iv  November,  1900.  ]\Ir.  Loomis  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  some  time  during 
the  '60s,  and  was  a  school  trustee  for  years. 
He  has  been  an  important  factor  in  edu- 
cational affairs,  and  was  one  of  the  pro- 
jectors of  the  Wethersfield  Academy,  with 
the  establishment  of  which  he  was  promi- 
nently identified,  and  which  was  finally  con- 
verted into  a  common  school.  Both  edu- 
cation and  religion  have  had  Air.  Loomis' 
best  endeavors  through  life.  He  is  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  since  coming  to  Henry  county  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  \\'ethers- 
field  Sunday-school  eleven  years,  and  tiic 
Kewanee  Sundaj'-school  thirty-se\en  years 
— a  record  which  probably  has  no  parallel 
in  the  state.     For  si.xteen  vears  he  had  a 
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Sunday-school  in  the  country  and  attended 
every  Sunday.  His  life  lias  been  an  hon- 
orable and  useful  one,  and  he  justly  merits 
the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly 
held  by  his  fellow  citizens,  who  appreciate 
his  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of 
character. 


ELBERT    P.    KEMERLIXG. 

This  progressive  and  enterprising  agri- 
culturist, whose  home  is  on  section  35, 
Burns  township,  has  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  his  present  farm,  for  there  he  was 
born  Fcliruary  i,  1851,  and  is  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  pmrninent  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  Henry  county.  His  father,  Jacob 
Kemerling,  was  born  in  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  May  18,  1807,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  that  lo- 
cality. He  chose  farming  as  a  life  work. 
On  the  23d  of  ^March,  1837,  he  became  a 
resident  of  Henry  county,  Illinois,  where, 
in  connection  with  his  lirnthers  he  entered 
a  large  amount  of  lantl.  He  was  one  of  a 
family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being 
John,  Joseph,  Henry,  George,  Katherine 
and  Anna.  His  share  of  the  property  was 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Kewanee 
township,  a  similar  amount  in  Galva  town- 
ship, and  tiu'ee  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  Burns  township.  On  the  last  men- 
tioned tract  he  erected  a  log  house  20x16 
feet,  in  which  he  and  his  family  lived  while 
he  broke  the  virgin  soil  and  made  other  im- 
provements upon  the  place.  The  lumber 
for  his  first  frame  house  had  to  be  hauled 
from  Rock  Island,  and  in  those  early  days 
he  marketed  his  grain  in  Chicago  and  Pe- 
oria. ^^'ild  game  of  all  kinds  was  found 
in  abundance,  wolves  often  came  prowling 


about  the  house  at  night,  and  on  one  oc- 
casion the  father  of  our  subject  was  attacked 
by  a  catamount,  which  he  shot  at  but  failed 
to  kill.  It  was  captured,  however,  the  fol- 
lowing morning  by  others.  On  the  loth 
of  February,  183 1,  Jacob  Kemerling  mar- 
ried Sarah  Albright,  who  died  September 
20,  1863.  By  that  union  he  had  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 
The  others  that  are  still  living  are  Henry 
H.,  who  married  Anna  I^Iiller,  of  Burns 
township,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming 
at  Rockport,  Missouri;  Sophrona,  wife  of 
George  Carbaugh,  of  Crawford  county, 
Iowa;  Prudence  H.,  wife  of  \V.  J.  .\nsconib, 
a  farmer  of  Bums  township :  and  Charlolte. 
wife  of  G.  W.  Caldwell,  of  Iowa.  Levi, 
the  oldest,  died  in  Arkansas  in  1894.  In 
1868  the  father  was  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Elizabeth  Ewing. 
He  filled  the  offices  of  assessor  and  school 
director,  serving  in  the  former  jx^sition  for 
the  long  period  of  twent)'  years.  1  Ic  died 
in  1 88 1. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  a 
primitive  log  cabin,  then  so  common  on 
the  frontier,  and  was  reared  amid  pioneer 
scenes,  while  his  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  an  improvised  school  room  in  the 
cellar  of  his  present  home.  He  early  became 
familiar  with  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and 
since  reaching  manhood  has  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
old  homestead,  owning  a  fine  farm  ui  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on  which  he  has 
made  many  improvements. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1878,  near  Har- 
lansburg,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Kemerling 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elvira 
Dean,  a  native  of  that  county,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  E.  and  Eliza  (Hanna)  Dean, 
who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania.    She  is  the 
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oldest  of  tlieir  four  children,  the  others 
being  Judson,  who  married  Hattie  Hetten- 
baugh  and  lives  in  Lawrence  county,  Penn- 
sylvania; Mary,  wife  of  jNIisner  Kemerling. 
a  farmer  and  carpenter  of  the  same  county : 
and  Edward,  who  married  Florence  Stude- 
baker,  of  Bntler  county,  and  follows  farm- 
ing in  Lawrence  county,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  i\Irs.  Kemerling  have  two  children : 
William  J.,  born  September  15,  1880,  at- 
tended Brown's  Business  College  at  Gales- 
burg,  from  which  he  received  a  diploma  for 
bookkeeping  in  1899,  and  is  now  at  home; 
and  Mones  Albert,  born  Octoljer  8,  1888, 
still  attending  school. 

Politically  Mr.  Kemerling  has  been  a 
lifelong  Democrat,  and  has  taken  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  local  affairs,  having 
served  as  tax  collector  one  term,  road  com- 
missioner three  years  and  school  director 
about  twenty  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  Xo.  128,  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  Camp.  Xo.  84,  both  of 
Kewanee:  while  his  wife  holds  member- 
ship in  tlie  liaptist  Church.  Both  are  wide- 
ly known  and  have  a  host  of  warm  friends 
in  the  community  where  thcv  reside.  He 
now  lives   retired   on   the   farm. 


OLOF  L.  PFTFR50X. 

While  "the  race  is  nut  always  to  the 
swift  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong,"  the  in- 
variable law  of  destiny  accords  to  tireless 
energy  and  ability  a  successful  career.  The 
truth  of  this  assertion  is  abundantly  verified 
in  the  life  of  Mr.  Peterson,  a  leading  furni- 
ture dealer  of  Galva,  Illinois. 

He  was  born  on  the  30th  of  August, 
1840,  in  Sweden,  wliere  his  parents.  Per 
Persson  and  Christine  Olson,  sj^ent  their  en- 


tire lives  as  farming  i)eople.  Twelve  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  and  live  of  the  num- 
ber are  still  living,  namely:  Per,  still  a  resi- 
dent of  Sweden;  Olof  L.,  our  subject; 
Jacob,  of  Sweden;  John,  a  railroad  em- 
])loye  of  Galva:  and  Eric,  who  is  employed 
on  a  ranch  in  Colorado. 

Reared  in  the  land  of  bis  birth,  O.  L. 
Peterson  is  indebted  to  its  common  schools 
for  his  educational  advantages.  He  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  learning 
the  trade  of  a  cabinet  and  furniture  maker, 
receiving  no  wages  during  two  years  of  his 
apprenticeship.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
had  become  a  skilled  workman.  Before 
leaving  Sweden  he  was  married,  in  1865  to 
Miss  Brita  Harison,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  neighborhood  as  her  husband,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1840,  and  is  the  only  member  of 
her  family  now  living.  Her  parents  both 
died  in  Galva,  Illinois. 

In  1865,  soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Peterson  brought  his  bride  to  the  United 
States,  it  requiring  foin-teen  davs  to  make 
the  voyage  from  Liverpool  to  Xew  York, 
and  another  week  to  reach  Chicago.  Com- 
ing at  once  to  Galva,  he  secured  work  with 
a  ^Ir.  Bates,  a  furniture  dealer  of  this  place, 
with  whom  he  remained  only  a  short  time, 
and  for  two  years  was  in  the  employ  of  a 
Tvlr.  Curtis,  who  kept  one  man  constantly 
busy  manufacturing  furniture,  nearly  all  of 
which  was  made  by  hand  at  th;it  time,  with 
the  exception  of  beds  and  chairs. 

When  he  landed  in  Galva  Mr.  Peterson 
had  only  twenty  dollars,  but  being  econom- 
ical and  industrious  he  was  soon  able  to 
purchase  a  home.  After  working  lor  others 
for  a  few  years,  he  also  bought  an  interest 
ill  a  furniture  store,  in  partnership  witli  Mr. 
Headstrom.   ami    together   thev   carried   on 
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business  for  a  year.  In  1870  P.  Herdien 
purchased  Mr.  Headstrom's  interest,  and 
the  firm  of  Peterson  &  Herdien  conducted 
the  business  for  eighteen  years  witli  marked 
success.  They  started  on  a  small  scale,  but 
kept  adding  to  their  stock  until  they  car- 
ried a  complete  line  of  furniture,  much  of 
which  was  manufactured  by  them,  also  con- 
ducting branch  stores  at  Cambridge  and 
Kearney,  Nebraska.  In  1887  Peterson  & 
Herdien  dissolved  partnership  after  their 
store  was  destroyed  by  fire,  at  a  loss  of  about 
two  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Peterson  at 
once  rebuilt,  erecting  his  present  building, 
and  put  in  a  new  and  better  stock  of  goods. 
Besides  furniture  he  carries  carpets,  win- 
dow shades  and  bicycles,  his  stock  being 
valued  at  seven  thousand  dollars,  and  he 
occupies  both  floors  of  his  building.  He 
does  some  repair  work,  and  also  does  under- 
taking and  embalming  in  partnership  with 
Andrew  Becklean. 

In  connection  with  his  home  and  busi- 
ness property  in  Galva,  Mr.  Peterson  owns 
a  farm  of  sixty  acres  adjoining  the  town. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  stockholders  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  incorporated  Farmers' 
and  Merchants'  Bank,  but  in  1887  sold  the 
stock  and  invested  in  the  Galva  State  Bank, 
of  which  he  is  now  a  stockholder.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  and  is  a  stock- 
holder of  the  Wistrand  Manufacturing 
Company,  which  he  assisted  in  organizing; 
is  also  a  stockholder  of  the  Hayes  Pump  & 
Planter  Company,  the  Galva  Gas  &  Coke 
Company,  the  Galva  Telephone  Company 
and  the  Farmers'  Elevator  Company.  From 
1877  to  1891  he  held  shares  in  the  Herdien 
Coal  Company,  whose  mine  was  operated 
quite  profitably.  From  1891  to  1896  he  held 
the  largest  share  in  the  Grav  Eagle  Coal 
Company,  of  Galva. 


"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  namely:  A.  Olivia,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  public  schools  of  Galva  and 
the  Northwestern  University  of  Evanston, 
and  is  now  teaching  in  the  schools  of  Galva ; 
Alfred  L.  received  a  business  education  in 
Galesburg,  married  Althea  Anderson  and 
is  a  head  bookkeeper  for  the  Hayes  Pump 
&  Planter  Company;  Oscar  Manual,  who 
took  a  business  course  in  Chicago,  and  is 
with  his  father  in  the  store;  Emma  Z..  at 
home;  and  Victor  V.,  who  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Swift  &  Company  for  a  year,  and 
is  now  bookkeeper  for  a  hardware  ci-mipany 
of  Chicago. 

Politically  Mr.  Peterson  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  fraternally 
affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  No.  408,  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  No.  241.  He  is  a 
prominent  and  influential  member  of  the 
Swedish  Methodist  Church  of  Galva,  which 
lie  assisted  in  building,  and  with  which  he 
has  always  been  officially  connected,  having 
served  as  trustee  for  twenty-six  years.  He 
is  a  very  liberal  supporter  of  the  church  and 
lor  a  time  the  whole  burden  rested  upon  him, 
the  congregation  being  weak.  Without  the 
aid  of  influence  or  wealth  he  has  risen  to 
a  position  of  prominence  in  his  community 
and  his  native  genius  and  acquired  ability 
are  stepping-stones  on  which  he  has 
mounted. 


NELS   RUXOUIST. 

When  after  years  of  long  and  earnest 
labor  in  some  honorable  field  of  business  a 
man  puts  aside  all  cares  to  spend  his  re- 
maining years  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  his  former  toil,   it  is  certainly  a 
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•well  deserved  reward  of  his  former  industry. 
Mr.  Runquist  is  now  living  retired  at  his 
pleasant  home  in  Galva.  Illinois,  and  his 
history  is  one  that  shows  the  accomplisli- 
ment  of  well-directed  labor. 

A  native  of  Sweden,  he  was  born  in 
Helsingland,  .\ngust  31,  1837,  and  in  1846 
came  to  America  with  his  parents,  John  and 
Christine  Runquist,  who  formed  a  part  of 
the  colony  that  settled  at  Bi.shop  Hill,  this 
county,  during  that  year.  Tliere  the  mother 
died  in  1856.  and  the  father  passed  away 
in  1865.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and 
followed  that  occupation,  both  in  Sweden 
and  in  Illinois.  Of  their  five  children  two 
are  also  deceased,  the  living  being  Mrs. 
Christine  Ottestrum,  Mrs.  Hannah  Lind- 
gren  and  Xels,  all  residents  of  Galva. 

Xels  Runcpiist  began  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  continued 
his  studies  for  a  time  after  the  family  lo- 
cated at  Bishop  Hill.  During  his  youth  he 
learned  the  harness  maker's  trade,  which  he 
followed  until  1863,  and  then  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business  at  Galva  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Johnson,  Erickson  &  Com- 
pany. This  partnership  was  dissolved  two 
years  later,  and  Mr.  Runquist  carried  on  the 
business  alone  until  1883.  He  began  work 
with  a  small  stock,  which  lie  gradually  in- 
creased to  meet  the  gnnving  demands  of  his 
trade  as  the  poi)ulation  of  the  town  in- 
creased, and  was  soon  at  the  head  of  a  large 
and  profitable  business.  In  1883  he  sold 
out,  but  started  in  the  same  business  again 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1890,  with  a  stock 
of  goods  valued  at  three  thousand  dollars, 
which  was  destroyed  by  tire  the  following 
March.  He  at  once  rebuilt,  erecting  a  good 
brick  building,  wliich  has  been  divided  into 
two  large  store  rooms,  and  from  the  rent  of 
these  he  receives  a  good  income.     In   1892 


Mr.  Runquist  purchased  the  Galva  House, 
which  is  a  fire-proof,  brick  structure,  and 
besides  this  property  he  owns  his  residence 
and  two  other  houses  and  lots  in  Galva. 
He  has  a  nice  home,  sujiplied  with  all 
modern  conveniences  and  conveniently  lo- 
cated within  two  blocks  of  the  business  por- 
tion of  the  town. 

In  1865  I\Ir.  Run<|uist  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Nelson,  who 
was  born  in  Sweden,  June  24,  1840,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Bishop  Hill  colony  start- 
ed for  America  in  1846  with  her  parents, 
who  died  on  the  journey,  together  with  her 
two  brothers.  She  was  thus  left  alone  in 
the  world  at  the  tender  age  of  six  years, 
and  grew  to  womanhood  in  the  colony.  The 
\oyage  across  the  Atlantic  was  made  in  a 
sailing  vessel  and  consumed  seven  weeks. 
From  New  ^'ork  the  colony  made  their  way 
by  the  canal  and  the  Great  Lakes  to  Chi- 
cago, and  then  walked  to  Bishop  Hill.  Both 
'Sir.  and  ]\Irs.  Runquist  were  t|uite  young 
at  this  time.  They  found  the  country  very 
wild  and  entirely  unimproved.  It  was  most- 
ly prairie  land  with  very  little  timber,  but 
settlements  were  always  made  in  the  forests. 
Wolves,  deer  and  feathered  game  abountled. 
Four  children  were  born  to  our  sul>ject  and 
his  wife,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy,  and 
Lillie  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  Olive,  born  in  1876,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Professor  B.  J.  Dean,  of  Mendota  Col- 
lege, and  they  have  one  son,  Harold  F. 
Fred  E.,  born  in  1879,  lives  at  home,  and 
is  now  pursuing  a  collegiate  course  at  Men- 
dota, Illinois,  where  he  graduated  after  tak- 
ing a  business  course. 

Mr.  Runquist  gives  his  political  sup|)iirt 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  liie  Republican 
party,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  his  party.     He  li.is  twice  efficiently 
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served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board  and 
has  capably  filled  the  office  of  township  as- 
sessor since  1894,  having  been  constantly 
re-elected  to  that  position.  He  and  his  wife 
are  faithful  members  of  the  Second  Ad- 
ventist  Church,  of  Mendota,  and  merit  and 
receive  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them. 


JOHX   H.    SCHROKDKR. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  now 
successfully  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  on  section 
23,  Edford  township,  is  one  of  tlie  natix'e 
sons  of  Henry  county,  his  birth  ha\ing  oc- 
curred February  11,  1868,  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  section  15,  Edford  township,  where 
his  father,  G.  H.  Schroeder,  now  resides. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  tjer- 
many,  October  19,  1834,  a  son  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Wicker)  Schroeder.  also  na- 
tives of  that  part  of  Germany.  According 
to  the  laws  of  his  native  land  he  attended 
school  there  from  the  age  of  six  to  fourteen 
years.  He  was  about  seventeen  years  of 
age  when  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune 
in  America  and  took  passage  on  a  sailing 
Aessel,  which,  after  a  voyage  of  forty-two 
days,  landed  him  safely  in  New  Orleans, 
on  the  1st  of  June,  1852.  Coming  up  the 
Mississippi  river,  he  first  located  in  Rock 
Island  county,  Illinois,  and  began  life  in 
Hampton  township  with  a  capital  of  twelve 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  During  the  first 
summer  he  received  only  seven  dollars  per 
month  for  his  labor.  The  succeeding  win- 
ter he  attended  school  while  doing  chores 
for  his  board,  and  continued  to  work  as  a 
farm  hand  until  1859,  when  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  that  township,   residing 


thereon  for  four  years.  In  1863  he  came 
to  Edford  township.  Henry  county,  where 
he  operated  rented  land  one  year,  and  then 
purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  15,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has  pros- 
pered in  his  new  home,  and  is  to-day  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  and  well  improved  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  where  he 
resides,  besides  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres  on  section  23.  Edford  town- 
ship, and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Osco  township.  In  1859  he  married  Miss 
Wilhelmina  Weigand,  a  native  of  Prussia, 
Germany,  and  they  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Henrietta  P.. 
OctoI>er  13,  1863;  Martha  F.,  February 
25,  1866;  John  H.,  February  li,  1S6S.; 
Charles  F.,  June  21,  1870;  Minnie  L.,  Oc- 
tober 5,  1874;  Louie  A.,  April  25,  1876; 
and  Elmer  A..  February  12,  1881. 

The  early  education  of  John  H.  Schroe- 
der was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  near 
his  boyhood  home,  and  for  two  years  he 
pursued  his  studies  at  the  Northwestern 
Normal  School  of  Geneseo.  His  knowledge 
of  farm  work  was  obtained  under  the  able 
direction  of  his  father,  and  he  remained 
under  the  parental  roof,  assisting  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  fields,  until  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  when  he  removed  to  the  farm  which 
he  now  occupies.  In  its  operation  he  is  now 
meeting  with  good  success,  being  a  thor- 
ough and  systematic  farmer  and  a  man  of 
good  business  abilitv.  In  connection  with 
general  farming  he  is  quite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  raising  of  cattle,  his  specialty 
being  Aberdeen  Angus. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1895,  at  Mor- 
ristown,  Osco  township,  ]\Ir.  Schroeder 
married  Miss  Nora  E.  Weidlein,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Sarah  (Conrad)   Weid- 
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lein.  She  was  born  in  Osco  township,  and 
\\as  educated  in  tlie  public  schools  of  Gene- 
seo,  where  her  parents  moved  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  their  children  the  advantages 
of  the  city  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schroeder 
liave  one  child,  J.ucile  Kathleen,  born  on 
the  home  farm  June  i,  ]Sy8.  Our  subject 
is  uiiw"  efficiently  ser\ing  as  town  clerk  of 
Ed  ford  township,  having  been  elected  to 
that  office  in  the  spring  of  1900  on  the 
People's  ticket.  He  is  a  meml)er  <jf  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Geneseo,  and  is 
a  man  highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all 
^\h>  know  him. 


^I.  B.  BUSH. 


M.  B.  Blish.  a  ]3rominent  citizen  of  Ke- 
wanee,  now  retired  from  active  business 
cares,  belongs  to  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
neer families  of  Henry  county,  where  he 
was  born  December  5,  1848,  his  parents 
being  Charles  C.  and  Elizabeth  P.  (Bonar) 
Blish,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Ohio,  re- 
spectively. The  father  was  (|uite  young 
when  he  came  with  hi:  parents  to  Illinois 
in  1837,  and  in  this  state  was  married.  l'^)r 
a  short  time  he  resided  in  Knox  county, 
but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  passed 
ir  Henry  county,  and  he  owned  a  part  of 
the  tract  secured  by  the  Wethersfield  col- 
ony. Of  this  our  subject  now  has  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  which  has  been 
placed  under  cultivation  and  is  well  im- 
proved, it  being  the  old  homestead  of  the 
Blish  family.  For  many  years  the  father 
followed  agricultural  jjursuits  and  served 
as  president  of  the  I-'irst  National  Bank  of 
Kewanee  for  seventeen  years,  being  a  stock- 
holder of  the  same  until  liis  death.  In  his 
]<olitical  views  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  he 


was  a  man  of  influence  in  his  community. 
He  died  in  December,  1890,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
j\Iay,  1900,  at  the  age  of  sevent3'-nine. 
Both  were  earnest  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  were  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  family  num- 
bered six  children,  namely :  James  K.,  now 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank,  of 
Kewanee;  William  and  Sylvester,  who  both 
died  in  infancy;  M.  B.,  our  subject;  and 
Carrie  and  Kittie,  who  also  died  in  infancy. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  M.  B. 
Blish  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ke- 
wanee, and  for  one  year  was  a  student  at 
the  University  of  Michigan.  When  his 
school  days  were  over  he  took  up  farm 
work  and  followed  that  occupation  through- 
out his  active  business  life,  but  for  the  past 
six  years  has  lived  retired  in  Kewanee. 

In  December,  1868,  Mr.  Blish  married 
]\Iiss  Martha  F.  Morrill,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  a  daughter  of  D.  W.  and  E.  A. 
Morrill,  who  came  to  this  state  from  the 
Old  Dominion  about  1854  and  settled  in 
Wethersfield  township,  Henry  county.  Her 
father  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
in  W'ethersfield  for  some  time,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  served  as  postmaster  at  Adrian, 
Missouri.  He  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  in  1887,  at  about  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  Mrs.  Morrill,  who  now  makes 
her  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blish,  was  born 
in  Washington  county,  Ohio,  July  9,  1830, 
a  daughter  of  Abijah  and  Lucinda  (Hollo- 
way)  Wedge.  Her  maternal  grandfather 
was  a  native  of  Germany  and  was  residing 
ii-  a  seaport  town  in  tiiat  country  when  the 
American  Revolution  broke  out.  He  and 
his  brother  were  taken  from  their  beds  and 
forced  to  enlist  in  General  Burgoyne's  army, 
but  on  reaching  -America  they  deserted  and 
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joined  the  Colonial  army  under  General 
Washington.  Two  brothers  of  Mrs.  Mor- 
rill's paternal  grandfather  also  served  in 
the  same  army.  Her  father,  Abijah  Wedge, 
a  native  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  served 
with  distinction  as  a  colonel  in  the  war  of 
1812.  His  wife  later  received  a  pension. 
For  many  years  he  followed  farming,  but 
late  engaged  in  preaching  as  an  itinerant 
minister  of  the  Aletholist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  died  in  1872,  when  over  eighty  years 
of  age,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  same  church  for  many  years, 
departed  this  life  in  1883,  at  the  extreme 
old  age  of  ninety-eight.  Of  their  ten  chil- 
dren five  died  in  early  life.  The  others 
were  Homer  L.,  Chester  O.  and  Lucy  L., 
all  now  deceased ;  Orange  I'. ;  and  Mrs. 
Morrill. 

;Mrs.  Blish  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of 
four  children,  and  is  followed  by  Henry 
W.,  a  resident  of  Hilliard,  Wasiiington; 
Ida  A.,  wife  of  S.  W.  Dustin,  of  St.  Jo- 
seph, Missouri;  and  Fred  D.,  who  died  in 
the  fall  of  1899,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight 
years.  The  children  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  Katie  E.,  wife  of  C.  D. 
Handley,  of  Kevvanee,  by  whom  she  has 
two  children,  Lillian  B.  and  Charles  M. ; 
Charles  B.,  of  Kewanee,  who  married  Sarah 
A.  Jones  and  has  one  child,  Florence  E. ; 
and  Dwight  M.,  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  BHsh  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and  socially  is  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  Kewanee  Lodge,  No.  159,  F.  &  A. 
M. ;  Kewanee  Chapter,  Xo.  47,  R.  A.  M., 
in  which  he  has  served  as  high  priest;  the 
Ciuncil,  No.  81,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  and  Temple 
Commandery.  No.  20,  K.  T.  He  has  served 
as  a  delegate  to  the  grand  lodge  of  tiie 
state,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  connect- 
ed with  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter.     They 


receive  and  merit  the  high  regard  of  the 
entire  community  and  are  deser\ing  of 
prominent  mention  among  the  honored  pio- 
ners  antl  representative  citizens  of  the 
countv. 


CHARLES  E.  LITTLE. 

Among  the  leading  citizens  and  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Geneseo  township  is 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  ,tiiis 
sketch,  his  home  being  on  section  29.  He 
is  a  native  of  Henry  county,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  the  city  of  Geneseo,  No- 
vember 14,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  (Jones)  Little.  On  the  paternal 
side  he  is  of  the  ninth  generation  in  direct 
descent  from  George  Little,  the  progenitor 
of  the  family  in  America,  who  came  to 
America  from  England  in  1640  and  settled 
in  Newbury,  Massachusetts.  He  marrried 
Alice  Poor,  who  sailed  for  New  England 
from  Southampton,  England,  on  the  Bevis 
in  ^lay,  1638.  Our  subject's  grandfather, 
James  Little,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was 
born  June  21,  1791,  and  died  at  Bailey's 
Point,  Illinois,  in  1840.  In  181 6  he  mar- 
ried Polly  Cook,  who  died  January  17, 
1841. 

Daniel  Little,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
v;as  born  in  CamiJton,  New  Hampshire, 
March  25,  i8i8,  and  resided  in  his  native 
place  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Seneca  county.  New  York,  where  they 
engaged  in  farming  until  their  emigration 
to  Illinois  in  1839.  They  settled  in  La 
Salle  county,  where  the  grandparents  of  our 
subject  both  died.  In  1855  the  father  came 
to  Henry  county  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Geneseo.     Having  the  year  previous  pur- 
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•cliased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  29,  Geneseo  township,  lie 
turned  his  attention  to  its  cultivation,  and 
made  the  first  improv-enients  upon  the  place. 
He  broke  the  entire  tract  and  throughout 
liis  active  business  life  successfully  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  In 
1864  he  located  upon  his  farm,  making  it 
his  home  until  his  death,  wiiich  occurreil 
^lay  25,  1883.  He  was  pul)lic  spirited  and 
an  advocate  of  all  that  tended  to  improve 
or  advance  the  interests  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived,  but  he  never  cared  for 
the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office. 
He  was  chosen  deacon  of  tiie  Congrega- 
tional Church  the  year  he  came  to  Geneseo; 
iind  held  that  office  until  his  death,  always 
taking  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  all 
church  work.  His  widow  continued  to  re- 
side on  the  old  homestead  with  her  .son 
Charles,  until  she,  too,  was  called  to  her  final 
rest,  in  1890. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple 
were  six  children,  of  whom  Charles  E.  is 
the  youngest,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
(i)  Amanda,  born  in  La  Salle  county,  Illi- 
nois, September  27,  1842,  died  July  4,  1884, 
unmarried,  and  was  laid  to  rest  with  her 
father  and  mother  in   Oakwood   cemetery. 

(2)  James  A.,  born  in  the  same  county, 
January  14,  1844,  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  Northfield,  Minnesota.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  One 
Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illinois  \'olunteer  In- 
fantry, and  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Yuta  Creek,  after  serving  for  about 
two  years,  and  has  never  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  his  injuries.  He  married 
Laura  A.  Fitch,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, James  E.,  Jessie  A.  and  Amanda  L. 

(3)  Eliza  R.,  born  in  La  Salle  county, 
March   17,   1846,  is  cottage  matron  in  the 


State  Or[)hans  Home  at  Davenport.  Iowa, 
with  which  she  has  been  connected  for  the 
past  eighteen  years.  (4)  Susan  L.,  born 
in  La  Salle  county,  February  i,  1849,  "^^''i* 
married,  December  20,  1869,  to  Rollin  J. 
Wells,  now  a  lawyer  of  Sioux  Falls,  South 
Dakota,  and  they  have  five  children,  Robert 
L.,  Bertha  S.,  Helen  A.,  Ruth  and  Mary. 
(5)  Edwin  L.,  born  in  La  Salle  county, 
in  September,  1852,  died  July  6,  1854. 

Charles  E.  Little,  of  this  review,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Geneseo, 
and  with  his  parents  removed  to  the  farm 
in  Geneseo  township,  in  1864.  Forty  acres 
of  the  farm  has  since  been  sold,  but  he  still 
owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  the 
original  tract,  and  is  successfully  engaged 
iri  agricultural  pursuits.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  held  the  otifice  of  school  director 
and  is  still  filling  tiiat  position  in  a  most 
creditable  manner.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  which  his 
family  also  attend,  and  is  one  of  the  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  his  community. 

On  the  J  4th  of  March,  1886,  Mr.  Little 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte 
E.  Huntington,  of  Sharon,  Whiteside  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  and  they  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  No- 
vember 3,  1888;  Esther  H.,  December  15, 
1891;  George  E.,  September  17,  1893; 
Clarence  R.,  August  28,  1895;  and  Ruth  E., 
.Vugust  2^,  1899. 

Mrs.  Little  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  still  li\ing,  her 
parents  being  John  and  Harriet  (Schmiedt) 
Huntington,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
Pennsylvania,  respectively,  and  now  resi- 
dents of  Geneseo,  The  father  came  to  Illi- 
nois with  his  family  about  1854  and  first 
settled   in   Whiteside  county.     Throughout 
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liis  active  business  life  he  followed  farming, 
but  is  now  living  a  retired  life. 

Nathan  B.  Huntington,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  ]\Irs.  Little,  was  born  in 
Ashford,  Connecticut,  February  22,  1810, 
and  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Andrew  Huntington, 
a  practicing  physician  of  that  place.  Tlie 
family  were  among  the  early  Puritans  of 
Xew  England.  The  first  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica was  William  Huntington,  who  settled 
ill  Salisbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1640.  Com- 
ing to  Illinois  in  1838,  Nathan  B.  Hunting- 
ton located  in  Tazewell  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  removal  to 
Henry  county  in  1854.  He  became  the 
owner  of  a  large  amount  of  real  estate  in 
Geneseo  and  the  surrounding  country,  and 
platter  of  what  is  known  as  the  Huntington 
addition  to  that  city.  In  1857  he  went  to 
Elbridge,  New  York,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  furniture  and  also  owned 
and  operated  a  sawmill.  On  his  return  to 
Illinois  in  1862  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Galesburg,  and  spent  the  following  ten 
years  in  farming  in  Knox  county,  after 
which  he  was  engagel  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness in  Geneseo.  where  he  died  August  10, 
1885.  He  was  one  of  tlie  leading  and  in- 
iiuential  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  that  place,  and  served  as  deacon 
for  many  years.  On  the  i6th  of  May,  1833. 
he  married  Matilda  Whiton,  who  died  Oc- 
tober I,  1840,  leaving  three  children:  John, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Little;  Maria,  wife  of 
Cornelius  H.  Van  Vechten,  of  Elbridge. 
New  York;  and  Andrew,  living  at  Rantoul, 
Illinois.  He  was  again  married,  December 
9,  1841,  his  second  union  being  with  Re- 
becca Willard,  whose  death  occurretl  :\Iay 
3,  1849,  and  there  were  two  children-  by 
this  marriage:  Matilda,  who  married 
IMitchel  E.  Overstreet,  and  lives  at  Wood- 


hull,  Illinois;  and  Elisha,  who  married  Ag- 
nes M.  Getty  and  lives  at  Rock  Rapids, 
Iowa.  On  the  6th  of  October.  1849,  he 
married  Jane  Charevoy,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 2,  1805,  and  died  in  .\\)vi\.  1870.  Two 
years  later  he  wedded  Mrs.  Dr.  R.  J.  Stough, 
a  native  of  Harwich,  ^lassachusetts,  and  a 
daughter  of  Josiah  and   Deborah   Smalley. 


JOHN   THOMAS   FIXCH. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  1898,  there  passed 
away  at  his  home  in  Burns  township  John 
T.  Finch,  who  for  forty-six  years  had  been 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality, 
and  whose  name  was  inseparably  connected 
with  its  agricultural  interests.  A  native  of 
Indian  Hill,  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  he  was 
Ix^rn  near  Cincinnati,  July  23,  1828,  and  was 
a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Ferris) 
Finch,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. He  was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased, 
the  others  being  Catherine,  who  died  un- 
married in  Harveysburg,  Ohio;  Joseph, 
who  married  Christina  Kiger,  of  Ohio,  and 
followed  farming  near  Harveysburg ;  Adelia, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Black,-a  lumberman,  and 
died  at  Dubuque.  Iowa;  Priscilla,  who  first 
married  Asa  Schoonover,  a  school  teacher, 
and,  second,  J.  J.  Hollister,  a  farmer  and 
politician  of  Dunham,  Ohio;  Eliza,  wife  of 
Rev.  Isaac  Morrison,  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
minister,  who  died  near  Cincinnati.  Ohio: 
Ann,  wife  of  Samuel  Smalley,  a  farmer 
near  Milford,  Ohio;  Mary,  -»yife  of  a  Mr. 
Stupes,  of  Ohio;  Hannah,  wife  of  S.  Leg- 
gett,  a  farmer  of  Ohio;  Louisa,  wife  of  J. 
Scott,  a  farmer  of  the  same  state ;  and  ]Mrs. 
Sarah  Neadry. 
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Reared  on  the  home  frinii  in  Ohio,  John 
T.  Fincli  was  eclncated  in  the  schools  ot 
Indian  Hill,  Asa  Schoonover  being  liis  first 
teacher,  and  on  laying-  aside  his  text  books 
he  aided  his  lather  in  the  operation  of  the 
farm  nntil  he  attained  his  majority.  On 
the  1st  of  January,  1852,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Emeline  Schoonover, 
of  Marietta,  Ohio.  Her  parents,  Henry 
and  Eunice  (Hopkins)  Schoonover,  were 
nati\es  of  \\'ashington  county,  Ohio,  while 
her  paternal  grandparents,  Nicholas  and 
Saraii  (^Blue)  Schotjuover,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  jjioneers  of  the  Buckeye 
state.  The  grandfather  was  of  Holland 
descent,  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812.  Mrs.  Finch's  great- 
great-uncle,  Stephen  Hopkins,  was  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Her  father  was  killed  liy  being 
thrown  from'  a  horse  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven  years,  but  her  mother  lived  to  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-two.  She  was  the  oldest 
of  their  six  children,  the  others  being  l\os- 
siter  E.,  Adolphus.  Mary,  Caroline  and  Asa. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  three 
children,  namely:  Hattie,  torn  October  i, 
1852,  married  Henry  F.  King,  a  farmer, 
who  died  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  she 
died  at  tiie  age  of  twenty-three  years,  l-'eb- 
ruary  6,  1876.  leaving  two  sons,  Walter  and 
Ralpii;  Henry  C,  born  October  16,  1859, 
married  Armina  Metier  and  followed  farm- 
ing in  tliis  county ;  they  have  three  children, 
Ernest  T.,  Bessie  I.  and  Winona  Belle;  and 
Adoli)luis,  born  Eeljruary  2,  1862,  married 
Marian  Ensminger,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
business  at  Pueblo,  Colorado.  He  owns 
land  near  Goff's,  Kansas,  and  has  three 
children,  \'ernon,  liva  and  Glenn. 

In  March,   1852,  shortly  after  his  mar- 
riage,  Mr.    Finch   came   to   Henry   county, 


Illinois,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild 
prairie  land  on  section  34.  Burns  township. 
No  railroad  had  yet  been  bviilt  through  the 
country,  and  the  town  of  Kewanee  was  not 
started.  Tu  his  original  purchase  ^Ir.  Finch 
added  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  having  prospered  during  his  resi- 
dence here  he  owned  at  the  time  of  his 
death  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Henry  county  (having  also  sold  two 
liundred  forty  acres)  and  eighty  acres  in 
Colorado,  and  at  one  time  one  of  the  largest 
land  owners  here.  Fie  was  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity  noted  for  his  fairness  in  all  busi- 
ness transactions,  and  he  commanded  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  He  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  General  Winfield  Scott,  the 
Whig  candidate,  and  became  a  stanch  Re- 
publican on  the  organization  of  that  party. 
He  served  as  school  director,  and  in  1896 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Altgeld  as  as.so- 
ciate  delegate  to  the  Farmers  National  Con- 
gress held  at  Indianapolis,  and  at  St.  Paul, 
by  Governor  Tanner,  in  1897.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  com- 
munity, and  was  an  earnest  and  consistent 
member  of  the  -Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  country,  of  which  his  estimable  wife 
was  also  a  member.  Of  late  years  they 
have  held  membership  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Kewanee. 


AAROX  RAPP. 

The  subject  of  this  biography,  one  of 
Illinois'  native  sons  and  a  distinguished  res- 
ident of  Geneseo,  is  to-day  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  men  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives.  Genuine  success  is  not  likely  to 
be  the  result  of  mere  chance  or  fortune,  but 
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i;.  SDmetliing  to  be  labored  for  and  sought 
out  witli  consecutive  effort.  Mr.  Rapp  has 
a  wide  reputation  as  a  capable  financier,  and 
his  life  demonstrates  what  can  be  accom- 
plished through  industry,  persexerance  and 
good  management. 

Among  the  honored  pioneers  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state  was  Philip  Rapp,  the  father 
of  our  subject.  He  was  tern  in  Alsace, 
Germany,  in  181 1,  a  son  of  John  Rapp,  and 
was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family 
of  six  children,  the  others  being  John,  who 
married  (Catherine  Howard  and  lived  for 
some  years  in  Loraine  township,  this  county, 
and  died  in  Geneseo;  Jacob,  who  married 
Elizal)eth  Schuler  and  also  died  in  Geneseo, 
after  living  some  time  in  Eoraine  township ; 
George,  who  was  drowned  in  Rock  river, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ;  Christ,  who 
married  Margaret  Esther  and  died  in  Lo- 
raine township ;  and  Catherine,  who  married 
Rudolph  Urick  and  also  died  in  that  town- 
ship. 

.\l  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Philip 
Rap])  came  to  the  United  States,  crossing 
the  (icean  in  an  old  time  sailing  vessel,  which 
re(|uired  six  weeks  to  make  the  A-o)-age. 
On  landing  in  Xew  York  he  went  direct 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  engaged  in  farniing 
in  Warren  county.  That  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  then  covered  with  a  dense  growth 
of  timber,  which  had  to  be  cut  down  and 
burned  to  make  way  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  land  and  the  raising  of  cereals.  After 
two  years  spent  in  that  state  !Mr.  Rapp 
came  on  foot  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  from 
there  went  to  Portland  township,  \Miite- 
side  county,  where  he  entered  a  tract  of 
government  land  in  1835.  and  began  the  im- 
provement of  a  farm.  He  continued  to  op- 
erate that  land  until  1878,  when,  having 
prospered  in  his  undertakings,  he  concluded 


to  retire  from  active  later,  and  that  year 
removed  to  Geneseo,  where  he  lived  in  ease 
and  quiet  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  there  in  January,  1890. 

In  1841  Philip  Rapp  married  Miss 
Christina  Ort,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Geneseo.  She  is  a  nati\-e  of  W'urtcmburg, 
(iermany.  '  She  came  with  her  parents  to 
America,  the  father  dying  in  Aurora,  Illi- 
u-ois,  aged  seventy-two,  and  the  mother  in 
Rock  Island,  Illinois,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  In  her  family  were  seven  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  five  daughters,  namely : 
John  and  Philip,  both  deceased;  Vena,  who 
died  in  Chicago;  Fredericka,  who  died  in 
Whiteside  county;  Harriet,  widow  of  Philip 
Zahn  and  a  resident  of  Milan,  Illinois; 
Christina,  mother  of  our  subject ;  and  Mar- 
garetta,  a  resident  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Of  the  fourteen  children  born  to  Philip 
and  Christina  (Ort)  Rapp,  three  died  in 
infancy,  while  the  others  are  Christina,  wife 
of  J.  J.  Weitline,  of  Geneseo;  Harriet, 
widow  of  Jacob  Wesling,  and  a  resident  of 
Chicago;  Aaron,  our  subject;  Al)raham  L., 
Avho  married  Clara  Arnett  and  lives  in 
Loraine  township,  this  county ;  William, 
who  married  Susan  Lauderbaugh  and  re- 
sides in  Hastings,  Nebraska;  Louisa,  twin 
sister  of  W'illiam,  residing  with  her  mother 
in  Geneseo;  Emily,  wife  of  E.  O.  Goemble, 
of  Hooppole;  John  H.,  who  married  Clara 
Libby  and  lives  in  Rockford,  Illinois;  Sam- 
uel, who  married  Malvina  Arnold  and  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Whiteside  county; 
Fred  E..  a  resident  of  Geneseo;  and  Jennie, 
wife  of  Grant  Henney,  of  Fairl)ur\-,  Ne- 
braska. 

Mr.  Rapp,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Portland  township,  Whiteside  county,  Illi- 
nois, November  25,  1848,  and  received  his 
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education  in  tlie  public  schools  near  his  boy- 
liood  iK^ne.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof, 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  started  out 
to  make  his  own  way  in  tlie  world.  The  in- 
domitable will,  energy  and  i)luck  character- 
iitic  of  the  father  were  inherited  by  the  son. 
and  he  has  made  his  way  to  the  front  rank 
among  the  substantial  business  men  of  his 
locality.  His  success  is  but  the  logical  re- 
sult of  well-directed  efforts.  His  broad 
common  sense,  vigorous,  able  management 
of  his  business  afifairs,  and  upright  and  hon- 
orable dealing  have  been  important  factors 
in  leading  him  to  wealth.  That  success  is 
the  result  of  merit  can  truthfully  be  said 
of  Mr.  Rapp.  From  time  to  time  he  has 
added  to  his  possessions  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  over  eleven  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Henry  count)',  besides  city  property  in 
Geneseo. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  1870,  :\Ir.  Rapp 
married  Miss  Christina  Hines,  who  was 
l)orn  November  10,  185 1,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Susan  Hines,  the  farmer  a 
native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  She  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birtii  in  their  family  of  eight  children,  the 
others  being  John  H.,  who  married  .\manda 
Hirshman  and  makes  his  home  in  Kansas: 
Lucy,  wife  of  George  W.  Rowe,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume; Mary,  wife  of  .\bner  OfTerle,  and 
Sarah,  wife  of  L.  Sieben,  both  of  whom  are 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Harriet, 
wife  of  John  H.  Goemble,  of  Geneseo;  Peter 
H.,  vvlio  married  E\a  Grimes  and  is  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business  in  (leneva, 
Nebraska;  and  Frederick  H.,  who  married 
Sarah  I'xilen  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Phenix  township,  this  county. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rapp  have  been 
born  tile   following  named  children:   .Mice, 


Ixmi  June  21,  1871,  is  the  wife  of  John  \V. 
Bolen,  a  farmer  of  Geneseo  townsiiip.  Flora 
and  Cora,  twins,  born  October  13,  1873,  are 
at  home.  Stella,  born  September  4,  1877. 
died  March  26.  1881.  Emma,  born  July 
27,  1880,  is  the  wife  of  William  Berge,  of 
Geneseo.  Howard  Roy  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  \'esta,  born  October  4,  1887, 
is  at  home. 

Howard  R.  Rapp  was  born  October  24, 
1882.  and  died  September  21,  1899,  while  in 
the  bloom  of  youth  with  a  most  brilliant  ca- 
reer before  him.  Although  a  mere  boy  he 
had  already  won  the  admiration  and  friend- 
siiip  of  men  of  influence  and  learning,  being 
e.xceptionally  bright.  He  was  a  graduate 
of  the  Collegiate  Institute  of  (ieneseo,  was 
president  of  his  class  and  treasurer  of  the 
.Munini  Association.  During  his  school  days 
he  was  a  most  faithful  student  and  contin- 
ually won  the  honors  of  his  class.  He  was 
loved  by  his  teachers  and  schoolmates  alike 
and  filled  no  ordinary  space  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  of  his  native  city.  His 
personal  friendship  extended  far  beyond  the 
confines  of  Geneseo  and  was  made  brighter 
and  stronger  by  the  goodness  and  greatness 
of  his  character.  He  approached  the  hukler 
of  fame  as  a  scholar  and  placed  his  foot  on 
every  round  on  which  he  stood  as  the  result 
of  his  own  labor  and  merit.  If  he  had  oji- 
portunity  he  created  it:  if  he  had  success  he 
achieved  it;  if  he  had  victory  he  won  it:  and 
his  sudden  death  was  felt  not  alone  by  bis 
immediate  family  but  by  the  entire  coni- 
nninilv  in  which  he  li\-ed. 


MRS.    I-.L1Z.\BETH   MARTIX. 

.Among  the  ladies  of  Burns  township 
none  are  more  widely  known  or  more  highly 
respected  than   Mrs.   b^lizabeth  Martin,  who 
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iias  resided  liere  fur  almost  half  a  century. 
A  nati\e  of  Ireland,  she  was  born  in  county 
Londonderry,  August  9,  1827,  and  is  one 
of  a  family  of  five  children,  all  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Her  parents,  Robert  and 
Catherine  (^(jibljons)  McRell.  were  also 
born  on  the  Emerald  Isle  and  came  to  the 
new  world  in  1848,  locating  first  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania.  Four  years  later 
they  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Burns  township, 
Vihere  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
throughout  life.  They  were  consistent  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  were  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three 
years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  Septem- 
ber 4,  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine,  the 
remains  of  1)oth  being  interred  in  Cosners 
cemetery.  The  family  is  noted  for  lon- 
ge\ity. 

Miss  Elizabeth  McReil  was  a  young  lady 
when  she  came  to  this  country  with  her  sis- 
ter in  1847.  o"e  year  before  her  parents 
came,  and  in  1850  she  was  married  in  Phila- 
tlelphia  to  John  Martin.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  lived  for  about  two  years  in  Phil- 
adelphia and  then  moved  to  Bellefontaine, 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  the  spring 
of  1855,  and  then  came  to  Henry  county, 
Illinois.  Subsecpently  they  spent  a  short 
time  in  Iowa,  but  on  disposing  of  their  prop- 
erty there  they  returned  to  this  county  and 
^\Ir.  Martin  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Burns  township,  to  which  he  added  from 
time  to  time  until  he  had  accumulated  four 
hundred  acres,  but  having  given  a  farm  to 
his  son,  he  had  but  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  farm 
he  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
.and  in  connection  with  its  operation  he  also 


engaged  in  raising  and  feeding  stock  for 
market,  and  was  quite  an  extensive  shipper. 
He  served  as  county  commissioner  and 
school  director  and  also  filled  other  local 
offices  of  honor  and  trust.  He  was  one  of 
the  leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  his 
community.  After  a  useful  and  well-spent 
life  he  passed  away  October  28,  1899,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Cosners  cemetery.  He 
lield  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
to  which  Mrs.  Martin  also  belongs. 

Cnto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  six 
children,  as  follows:  Hugh  A.,  who  is  rep- 
resented on  another  page  of  this  volume; 
Robert,  a  resident  of  Kewanee;  John  C, 
deceased ;  William  James,  a  resident  of  Chi- 
cago; Sarah  Jane,  now  Mrs.  J.  W.  Barber, 
who  has  charge  of  Mrs.  Martin's  farm, 
having  rented  it  for  the  past  eleven  years; 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  members 
of  this  family  are  quite  prominent  in  the 
communities  where  thev  reside. 


ARTHUR  C.  BUTLER. 

Among  the  prominent  educators  of  west- 
ern Illinois  is  numbered  Professor  A.  C. 
Butler,  who  is  now  serving  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  public  schools  of  Kewanee.  He 
is  a  native  of  this  state,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Morgan  county,  in  1848.  His 
father.  James  L.  Butler,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  181 5,  and  about  1840  came  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  near  Jacksonville,  Morgan 
county,  where  he  was  married,  in  1844,  to 
Miss  Oletha  Sargent,  who  was  born  in 
Brown  county,  Ohio,  in  February,  1825,  and 
was  brought  to  this  state  in  1828,  by  her  par- 
ents. William  L.  and  Malinda  Sargent.  Her 
father  took  a  very  prominent  part  in  local 
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politics,  aiui,  being  \ery  outspoken  in  his 
support  of  abolition  principles,  he  got  into  se- 
rious trouble  several  times.  He  was  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  Owen  Lovcjoy  and  strongly 
denounced  his  murderers.  His  home  was 
the  stopping  place  for  the  itinerate  minis- 
ters, for  he  was  a  devout  Christian,  and  in 
early  ilays  with  h.is  wife  and  children  in  an 
ox  cart  would  go  to  the  two-days'  meet 
ings  in  their  locality.  Later  the  }iIount  Zion 
Methodist  1-lpiscopal  church  was  Inuli  uixm 
his  farm  in  Morgan  county,  and  his  home 
became  a  station  on  the  "underground  rail- 
road." 

James  L.  Lluller.  the  professor's  father, 
engaged  in  farming  in  .Morgan  couiU}-  until 
1862,  when  he  removed  to  ]\lacou  county, 
Illinois,  and  eight  years  later  went  to  Xeosha 
county,  Kansas,  where  he  improxed  a  farm 
and  continued  to  make  his  home  until  li!s 
death,  which  occurred  in  J 891,  when  he 
was  seventy-six  years  of  age.  He  was  also 
acti\'el\-  identified  with  religious  work,  and 
was  an  officer  in  the  Methodist  Episcoiial 
Church  for  more  than  a  generation.  He  was 
a  radical  temjjerance  man,  and  often  talked 
on  that  and  other  subjects  along  moral  lines. 
Lie  also  took  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
affairs,  was  a  prominent  factor  in  all  school 
work,  and  was  a  member  of  the  school  board 
for  years.  He  was  instrumental  in  building 
the  lirst  brick  school  house  in  his  locality, 
and  took  great  interest  in  i)uilding  and  sus- 
taining the  church  at  .^oulli  Mound.  Kan.sas. 
He  was  a  lover  of  nature,  especially  the 
forest,  and  planted  more  than  one  thousand 
trees  upon  his  farm.  L'jxm  that  place  his 
son  and  daughter  still  reside.  His  wife 
l)asse(l  away  May  J(j,  1900.  At  the  age  of 
eight  years  she  united  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  throughout  life  was 
a  consistent  and  faithful  Christian. 


To  this  worthy  couple  were  lx«rn  twelve 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  Charles  \\'esle\-, 
enlisted  in  1862  in  Battery  B,  Second  Illi- 
nois Light  Artillery,  and  was  with  Sher- 
man on  the  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  cap- 
tm^ed  at  Cioldsboro,  Xorth  Carolina,  and  as 
a.  prisoner  of  war  was  confined  at  Danville, 
N'irginia,  for  a  short  time,  and  was  then 
transferred  to  Libby  prison,  remaining 
there  until  (jrant  captureil  Richmond. 
While  waitingto  be  nuistered  out  at  Camp 
Butler,  Springfield,  Illinois,  he  died  in  June. 
i8()3.  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  .\r- 
thur  C..  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth.  William  K.  is  a  resident  of  Kansas 
City.  John  T.  makes  his  home  in  Tuscola, 
Illinois.  I'detcher  A.  is  a  practicing  physi- 
cial  of  Ilar\ard.  Nebraska.  Thomas  P. 
is  a  physician  of  San  Diego,  California. 
2\Iilton  S.  and  IMelinda  reside  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Kansas.  Julia  Belle  is  the 
wife  of  George  Duree,  of  IMna,  Kansas. 
Harriet  M.  is  the  wife  of  John  Hinson,  a 
farmer  of  Oxford,  .\rkansas. 

Professor  Butler  was  reared  on  the 
h.ome  farm  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  un- 
til fomieen  years  of  age,  when  he  accom- 
panied the  family  on  their  removal  to  Macon 
county.  His  early  education  was  accpiired 
in  the  district  schools,  and  he  later  attended 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Normal,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  was  graduated  in  1878.  Prior 
to  his  graduation  he  taught  school  for  twi_> 
terms,  and  then  look  charge  of  the  public 
.schools  at  Normal,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  h'or  the  same  length  of  time  he  was 
lirincijial  of  the  public  schools  of  Virginia, 
Cass  county,  wliere  he  had  seven  assistants. 
.\t  the  enil  of  that  time  he  was  cho.sen  .super- 
i'.itendent  of  the  schools  at  Beardstown,  the 
same  countv,  where  he  remained  nine  vears. 
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ai:(l  liad  frrini  fifteen  to  twenty-two  teacliers 
tnider  Iiini.  Durini^  tliat  time  three  scliool 
liuildings  were  erected  at  that  place  and  a 
great  improvement  matle  in  educational 
work.  He  estahlished  a  manual  training 
department  of  the  puhlic  scliool — one  of  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  state — which  was 
^•er_\■  successful  during  his  stay  there.  In 
1891  Professor  Butler  was  elected  as  princi- 
pal of  the  Taylorville  (Illinois)  township 
high  school,  where  he  remained  three  years, 
xtnd  in  1894  was  chosen  superintendent  of 
the  schools  of  Kewanec,  which  responsible 
position  he  has  since  filled  in  a  most  credit- 
iible  and  satisfactory  manner.  He  now  has 
forty-five  assistants,  and  exerything  is  in  first 
class  order.  Kewanee  has  fi\-e  modern 
school  buildings,  which  in  regard  to  sanitary 
conditions  and  conveniences  rank  among  the 
best  in  the  state. 

On  the  15th  iif  June,  1S71,  Professor 
Cutler  was  united  in  marriage  with  r\liss 
Eliza  Eaton,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  a 
ilaug'hter  of  William  K.  and  Elizabeth  Ea- 
ton, who  were  natives  of  Sulli\an  county, 
Indiana.  By  this  union  were  l)()rn  three 
children:  Wilbur  F.  Gazelle  J.  is  \ery  pro- 
ficient in  music  and  is  now  pursuing  her 
studies  along  that  line  at  Kno.K  College, 
Galesburg;  she  has  successfully  taught  both 
vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  her  ser- 
vices as  a  musician  are  in  great  tlemand  in 
both  chnrcli  and  social  circles.  Ruliy  Al- 
Lerta  died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 
She  was  a  sweet  little  girl  of  much  prom- 
ise, and  possessed  remarkable  elocutionary 
talent. 

William  K.  Eaton,  Airs.  Butler's  father, 
■was  one  of  the  active  and  enterprising  far- 
mers of  Christian  county,  and  served  as 
>upervisor  of  his  township  from  its  organi- 
;^ation   until   his  death,   which    occurred    in 


1867,  wlien  he  was  about  fifty-two  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  memljer  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  did  all  within  his 
power  for  the  betterment  of  his  fellow  men. 
His  wife  was  a  remarkable  woman,  who 
after  his  death  kept  her  family  togethef 
and  carefully  reared  them.  She  was  also  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  in  that  faith  in  June.  1900, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Emma  R.,  wife  of  M.  R.  Wetzel, 
a  farmer  of  Christian  county;  Eliz.'i.  wife  ot 
(Hir  subject;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  W.  A. 
Clawson,  of  Assumption,  Illinois:  William, 
a  farmer  hving  near  the  same  jjlace :  Jordan 
S.,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  near 
Stonington,  Christian  county:  and  Dora, 
wife  of  Bentley  Kearns,  who  lives  near 
Owaneco,  Illinois. 

Professor  Butler  is  prominent  in  educa- 
tional circles,  and  has  served  as  president  of 
the  Central  Illinois  Teachers'  Association 
and  vice-president  of  the  State  .\s.sociation. 
He  has  achieved  a  high  reputation  in  insti- 
tute work,  in  wliich  he  has  taken  a  very  ac- 
tive and  prominent  part  since  the  law  was 
enacted  for  that  purpose.  As  an  educator 
he  ranks  deservedly  high,  and  has  contrib- 
uted many  able  articles  to  educational  -jour- 
nals and  other  magazines.  He  is  the  author 
of  a  work  entitled  "Persimmons,"  a  twelve 
mil.  volume,  and  has  written  many  liright 
and  interesting  stories  for  Imys  and  girls, 
which  ha\-e  been  iiublished  in  the  School 
Xews  and  have  been  most  highly  appre- 
ciated. Among  these  are  a  vacation  story, 
Christmas  story.  Thanksgiving  story,  tem- 
perance story  and  Memorial  Day  story,  the 
last  being-  an  allegory.  The  Professor  has 
also  delivered  a  number  of  lectures  before 
institutes  and  teachers'  associations.  Pie  is 
a  Master  Mason,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
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are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis 
cojial  Clunx-h  of  Kewanee.  of  whicli  he  i 
one  of  the  trustees. 


RICHARD  PAYXE. 

.\moiig  the  representative  business  men 
of  (lalva  is  this  well-known  manufacturer  of 
brick,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Henry 
count\-  since  1865.  and  during  the  greater 
])art  of  this  time  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  its  industrial  interests.  He  was 
born  in  Oswestry.  Shropshire,  England, 
r\la\-  1 2.  1824,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and 
Catherine  (Richards)  Payne,  natives  of  the 
same  place.  The  father  and  grandfather 
were  also  brick-makers,  the  latter  being  en- 
gaged in  that  business  in  England  through- 
out life.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  awa\'  at  the  ex- 
treme old  age  of  one  liundred  and  one  years. 
In  his  native  land  the  father  followed  his 
cho.sen  occupation  until  1850.  when  he 
brought  his  family  to  .\merica  and  settled 
at  Henry,  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  where 
lie  worked  at  his  trade  until  he  L'lid  aside 
ail  business  cares.  There  his  death  occurred 
when  lie  was  ninety-si.\  years  of  age.  and  his 
wife,  who  was  a  consistent  memlier  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  passed  away 
at  tlie  age  of  sevent\'-nine. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
whom  one  daughter,  Mary,  tlied  in  England 
at  the  age  of  twehe  years,  prior  to  the  emi- 
gration of  the  family  to  .America.  Thomas. 
the  eldest,  was  for  thirty  years  engaged  in 
market  gardening  at  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  died  in  1899,  when  over  eighty 
years  of  age.  John  was  formerly  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  brick  at  Chariton,  Iowa, 


but  is  now  farming  in  Kansas.  .\nna  is 
the  wife  of  (George  Jarvis  of  England.  Ed- 
ward, who  died  in  Henry.  Illinois  in  1894. 
manufactured  nearly  all  the  brick  made  in 
that  section  of  the  state  for  many  years. 
Richard,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of 
birth.  William  is  a  brick  manufacturer  of 
Chariton.  Lucas  county.  Iowa.  .\nn.  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Henry  Rommel, 
who  engaged  in  farming  near  \\'ataga.  Illi- 
nois, (ieorge  has  for  thirty-five  years  lived 
a  retired  life  in  Ceneseo.  The  cbddren  were 
all  eilucated  in  the  common  schools  of 
England. 

Durng  his  minority  Richard  Payne  re- 
mained at  home  with  bis  parents,  and  with 
his  father  yearned  the  art  of  brick  making. 
tc  which  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  atten- 
tion since  ten  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of 
t\vent_\-one  he  commenced  working  in  a  brick 
yard  ne;n-  liome.  and  after  the  emigration  of 
the  family  to  the  new  world,  he  and  his 
brothers  started  a  yard  at  Henry,  Illinois, 
which  was  conducted  by  one  of  the  brothers 
until  his  death  in  i8()4.  On  withdrawing 
from  the  firm  our  subject  and  brother  Will- 
iam went  to  ( iaiesburg.  w  nere  they  estab- 
li.--hed  a  plant  and  were  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick  for  ten  years,  meeting  with 
remarkable  success  fmanciallv.  Then  sell- 
ing to  his  brother  he  came  to  Henry  county 
in  1865,  purchased  land  and  erected  tem- 
porar\-  kilns  near  the  "grove,"  where  lie  was 
located  for  twd  years.  l)ul  when  coal  was 
discmered  in  the  eastern  ]iart  of  (ialv.a,  he 
rtmo\ed  to  his  ])resent  location.  He  liegai> 
business  here  on  a  small  scale,  but  has  en- 
larged his  plant  to  meet  the  growing  de- 
mantis  of  his  liade.  and  has  manufactured 
as  high  as  two  million,  three  hundred  thou 
sand  brick  annually,  having  tlu'ee  large  kilns 
witli  a  capacity    of  two  hundred    tliousaml 
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brick  each.  In  foriner  years  Peoria  was  Iiis 
principal  market,  ami  he  furnished  nianv 
thousand  bricks  for  the  post  office  at  thai 
place.  He  also  shipped  to  many  other  [joints 
throughout  the  surmunding-  cnunt}-.  He 
has  employed  as  many  as  thirty  men  during 
the  busy  season,  and  now  gives  employment 
to  about  ten.  At  present  he  does  little  out- 
side soliciting,  taking  only  those  orders 
which  come  to  him.  In  his  brick  making 
he  uses  modern  machinery,  the  daily  capac 
ity  of  which  is  about  thirty-fi\e  thousand, 
and  he  makes  it  a  point  to  manufacture  alx)ut 
twenty  thousand  brick.  The  capacity  of  his 
drying  sheds  and  racks  is  about  one  hun- 
dred thousand.  Mr.  Payne  now  ships  liis 
brick  mainly  to  Kewance.  lie  owns  a  whole 
block  of  ground  in  Cialva.  and  has  erected 
thereon  his  present  comfortable  residence. 

In  1876  Mr.  Payne  married  Miss  Ame- 
lia Rowe,  a  native  of  Cornwall,  England,  by 
w  hom  he  had  two  children,  namely :  Xellie, 
now  the  wife  of  l^irest  Barlow,  a  farmer 
of  Knox  county,  by  whom  she  has  three  cliil- 
dren.  Ani)-,  Richard  and  Howard ;  and 
Thomas,  who  li\es  at  home  and  aids  his 
father  in  l)usiness.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  February,  1882,  and  in  1884  Mr. 
Payne  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
l>eing  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Truscott,  also 
a  native  of  Cornwall,  England.  All  her 
people  reside  in  Englantl.  Her  father  and 
mother,  however,  are  lioth  dead.  Mrs.  Payno 
came  to  America  at  age  of  twenty-fi\-e  pears, 
coming  direct  to  Gah-a.  and  in  the  fall  of 
1 87 1  \vas  married  to  William  Truscott,  als(.i 
a  native  of  Cornwall,  England.  He  followed 
mining  until  his  death  in  1881. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Payne  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  politi- 
cal afifairs,  though  he  has  capably  ser\ed  as 


a  member  of  the  town  board.  Starting  out 
in  life  for  himself  empty-handed,  he  de- 
serves great  credit  for  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life,  and  his  career  demonstrates 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  industry,  dili- 
gence and  good  management. 


D.wiD  n.  i!AU(;i':. 

One  of  the  honored  early  settlers  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Henry  county 
is  David  B.  Barge,  who  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  on  section  jy,  Pheui.v  township. 
lie  was  born  in  Armstrong  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  3d  of  May,  1827,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Jane  (Elliott)  Barge,  also 
natives  of  the  same  state.  By  trade  the 
father  was  a  carpenter  but  devoted  many 
years  of  his  life  to  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ir.g.  When  our  subject  was  seven  years  old 
the  family  removed  to  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  and  after  lix'ing  there  for  tw(.j  years 
took  up  their  residence  in  Wayne  county, 
that  state,  where  the  father  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  called  from  this  life 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  The  mother 
survi\ed  him  many  years  and  came  to  Illi- 
nois, making  her  home  with  our  subject,  un- 
til she  died  at  about  the  same  age.  They 
were  the  parents  of  si.xteen  children,  of 
whom  Da\'id  B.  is  the  fourteenth  in  order  of 
liirth.  The  others  who  are  still  living  are 
Robert,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska;  William, 
a  lawyer  of  Dixon,  Illinois;  and  Isabella, 
a  resident  of  Grand  Island,  Nebraska. 

During  his  boyhood  David  B.  Barge  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  Ohio,  and  aid- 
ed his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  On 
leaving  home  in  1847,  'le  started  for  Wis- 
consin bv  way  of  the  Great  Lakes,  but  on 
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account  of  a  fierce  storm  which  was  raging 
the  vessel  on  whicli  he  took  passage  was  un- 
able to  land  its  passengers  at  Milwaukee 
and  i)roceeded  to  Chicago,  whence  Mr.  Page 
went  by  canal  to  La  Salle,  Illinois,  ami  In- 
stage  to  Princeton,  from  which  ]jlace  he 
later  walked  to  Henry  ccuniy.  Here  he  ca- 
gaged  in  threshing  until  fall,  when  he  went 
to  (iranl  count\'.  Wisconsin,  for  the  ])ur- 
])ose  of  mining,  hut  heing  unable  to  obtain 
em])loyment  along  that  line,  he  engaged  in 
cho])ping  cordwood  through  the' winter.  On 
iNIarch  4,  1848.  he  again  came  to  Illi- 
nois, going  by  stage  to  (jalena  antl  on  fnot 
to  Albany,  where  he  again  took  a  stage  for 
Gene.seo,  but  on  accnunt  of  the  muddy  roads 
was  forced  to  walk  much  ni  the  distance.  On 
arriving  here  he  ])urchase(l  a  land  warrant, 
and  in  May  went  to  Dixun  on  fool  to  enter 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  government 
land  on  section  28.  I'henix  township,  to  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he 
devoted  his  energies  until  i8()4.  when  he 
rented  his  farm  and  went  to  live  on  the  jilace 
owned  by  his  son.  on  section  29.  I'iienix 
townshi]). 

On  the  Cnh  of  A])ril.  1851,  Mr.  I'.arge 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  l^liza  M. 
Aldrich.  a  native  of  Pickaway  county.  Ohio, 
and  a  daughter  of  Columbus  C.  and  Sophia 
(Overmeyer)  Aldrich.  The  father  was 
born  in  Providence  county,  Kliocie  Island, 
an.d  at  an  early  <lay  removed  to  Pickaway 
comity,  Ohio,  and  afterward  to  Henry 
county.  Illinois,  making  his  home  in  I  launa 
township  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  about  sixty-seven  years  of  age. 
'J'hroughout  life  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming.  His  wife  died  in  the  .same 
townshi])  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  Of  their  six  children,  only  two  arc 
now  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Hanna 


township.  ^Ir.  and  !Mrs.  Barge  have  two 
children:  Alvin  W.,  a  prosperous  farmer, 
Avho  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  .section  29, 
Phenix  township,  and  has  filled  the  office  of 
road  commissioner,  married  Lulu  Spade, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Clyde,  Milly  and  Glenn,  all 
born  in  I'henix  township.  Alice  C.  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Laudcrbaugh,  also  a 
farmer  of  Phenix  township. 

\\'hen  }ilr.  Barge  recorded  the  deed  for 
his  first  piece  of  land  in  Henry  county  there 
was  not  a  house  between  Geneseo  and  Cam- 
bridge, and  hardly  a  foot  of  cultivated  land. 
Deer  and  prairie  wolves  were  often  seen, 
and  wild  game  was  found  in  abundance.  In 
the  work  of  de\-elopment  and  progress  he  has 
ever  borne  his  part,  and  by  breaking  and 
improving  about  six  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  he  has  materially  advanced  the 
interests  of  the  county  .  His  career  well  in- 
dicates what  can  be  accomplished  by  deter- 
mined effort  for  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  empty-handed,  and  his  success  is 
due  entirely  to  his  own  industry,  good  busi- 
ness ability  and  excellent  management.  Hav- 
ing acquired  a  comfortable  competence,  he  is 
now  able  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares  anil 
is  living  a  retired  life.  Politically  Mr.  Barge 
has  been  a  life-long  Democrat. 


ICClil'XlO  K.  ILVVl-S. 

In  the  great  competitive  struggle  of  life, 
when  each  must  enter  the  field  antl  fight 
his  way  to  the  front,  or  else  be  overtaken 
by  disaster  of  circumstance  or  place,  there 
is  e\er  particular  interest  attaching  to  the 
life  of  one  who  has  turned  the  title  of  sue- 
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cess,  has  surmounted  tlie  olistacles  and  lias 
shown  his  al)iHty  to  cope  witli  otliers  in 
their  rush  for  the  coveted  goal.  Occupying 
a  prominent  place  among  th.e  successful 
business  men  of  Henry  county  is  E.  K. 
Hayes,  vice-president  and  manager  of  the 
Hayes  Pump  &  Planter  Company,  of  Calva. 

A  native  of  Illinois,  he  was  horn  in  La 
Fayette,  Stark  county,  on  the  21st  of  May, 
1848,  a  son  of  Harry  and  Harriet  (Wright) 
Hayes,  both  natives  of  New  York,  where 
their  marriage  was  celebrated.  He  is  of 
English  and  Scotch  descent,  but  for  many 
generations  his  ancestors  have  been  resi- 
dents'of  this  country.  His  father  was  liorn 
in  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  in  1806, 
and  about  18^9  came  to  Illinois,  being  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Stark  county. 
From  a  wild,  unbroken  tract  of  land  he 
developed  a  fine  farm,  and  continueil  to 
follow  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  life. 
He  was  quite  an  extensive  stock  raiser  and 
met  with  excellent  success  in  his  undertak- 
irigs.  He  was  a  stanch  Abolitionist  and  one 
of  the  earliest  advocates  of  that  doctrine. 
After  a  long,  busy  and  useful  life,  he  ])asseil 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1807,  died  April 
30,  1875,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  Of  their 
four  children  the  oldest  was  born  in  Xew 
York  before  the  family  came  to  this  state. 
In  order  of  I)irth  they  were  as  follows : 
Julia  A.,  who  married  John  Peterson  and 
died  in  Kewanee;  Alary  E.,  deceased  wife 
of  A.  AI.  Snyder,  of  Stark  county;  ■Mar- 
garet, who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; 
and  Eugenio  K.,  the  only  survivor. 

i\Ir.  Hayes,  of  this  review,  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Stark  and 
Plenry  counties.  He  remained  upon  the 
home  farm,  which  he  later  ownetl,  until 
1S75,    when     he    purchased    a    farm    near 


Kewanee,  where  he  remained  six  years.  In 
1 88 1  he  entered  into  partnership  with  H. 
H.  Perkins  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Boss 
sh.oveling  board.  His  first  invention  was  a 
two-row  stalk  cutter,  known  as  the  Hayes 
two-row  cutter,  which  he  sold  to  the  Decre- 
INIansur  Company  at  a  fair  price.  This  he 
invented  while  on  the  home  farm,  intm- 
(hiced  to  the  trade  by  wagon,  and  created 
a  demand  for  the  same.  He  was  first  en- 
gaged in  business  at  Kewanee.  where  he 
.soon  doubled  the  manufacturing  capacity 
of  his  place,  and  a<lded  tf)  it  the  retail  busi- 
ness. At  the  end  of  a  }'ear  he  purchased 
j\lr.  Perkins'  interest,  and  ci>ntmued  in 
business  alone  at  Kewanee  until  i88f).  when 
he  removed  to  Cialva.  (Jn  the  5th  of  j;m- 
uar_\-,  1891,  he  organized  a  stock  company 
w  ith  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  a  few  years  later  was  increased 
to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mr. 
Hayes,  is  one  of  the  largest'  stockholders  of 
the  company,  served  as  its  president  t\)r 
si;me  time,  and  is  now  \-ice-president  and 
manager.  They  now  manufacture  corn 
planters,  pumps,  riding  and  walking  cultiva- 
tors, harrows,  shoveling  boards,  but  make  a 
specialt}'  of  cultivators  and  planters,  their 
capacity  being  one  hundred  complete  ma- 
chines per  day.  The  plans  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  all  these  machines  have  been  dictated 
by  our  subject,  with  the  exception  of  the 
riding  cultivator,  which  was  invented  by 
his  son,  Ralph  \\'.  I\Ir.  Ha}-es  has  pat- 
ented an  automatic  reel  for  winding  check 
row  wire;  a  two  cylinder  force  pump:  and 
the  Hayes  and  Eclipse  planters,  of  which 
tliere  are  between  thirty-five  and  fi  irt>'  tin  m- 
sand  now  on  the  market.  He  has  numer- 
ous patents  on  sho\-eling  boards,  of  which 
ht  manufactures  from  t\venty-h\-e  to  thirty 
tliousand  annuallv,  and  about   four  hundred 
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thousand  liavc  been  placed  upon  the  mar- 
ket. Mr.  Hayes  also  has  two  patents  on  a 
sleel  lawn  s\\  int;-  manufactured  by  the  com- 
pany, and  has  perfected  one  of  the  most  com- 
plet  lines  of  walking  and  riding  cultivators 
on  the  market.  Under  his  management  the 
company  has  steadily  prospered  and  is  one 
of  the  most  im])ortant  industrial  concern.s 
ir,  the  county.  Tlie\-  now  have  eight  sales- 
men upon  the  roatl.  traveling  through  Illi- 
nois, Iowa.  Kansas.  Missouri.  Indiana. 
Wisconsin.    Minnesota   and    South    l^akota. 

On  the  iQth  of  January.  1871.  in  Stark 
countv.  Mr.  llayes  was  united  in  marriage 
vith  Miss  .Matilda  J.  Dack,  who  was  born 
in  Henry  county.  October  8,  1848.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joiui  and  Jane  Dack,  pioneers  of 
this  section.  By  trade  the  father  was  a 
shoemaker,  but  for  man)-  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  died  upon  his  farm 
.south  of  Kewanee.  The  death  of  his  wife 
occurred  in  that  city.  They  were  of  Scotch 
and  Irish  descent.  Their  children  who,  are 
now  living  are  John,  a  resilient  of  Nebraska, 
who  owns  about  one  thousand,  two  hundred 
acres:  Thomas,  who  is  also  living  in  that 
state,  where  lie  owns  sixteen  hundred  and 
t\\ent\-  acres  of  land;  b'rederick.  superinten- 
dent iif  the  Hayes  Pumi)  &  Planter  Com- 
liany:  Mrs.  .Sarah  .\.  (jillan,  a  resident  of 
Omaha:  and  .Matilda  J.,  wife  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayes  have  five  children, 
namely:  Raljih  W..  a  graduate  of  the  me- 
chanical engineering  dejiartment  nf  Ann 
.Arlxir  L'niversity.  is  of  an  inventive  turn 
of  mind  and  is  now  assistant  superintend- 
ent in  his  father's  shop.  He  married  Stella 
Mink  and  they  have  one  daughter.  Lucile. 
Albert  L.  attended  the  University  of  Cham- 
])aign  one  year,  and  .\nn  .\rbor  two  years, 
and  is  now  salesman  and  general  agent  for 
the  Hayes  Pump  &  Planter  Company,  with 


head(|uarters  at  Council  BlufYs,  Iowa.  For- 
rest S.  is  fitting  himself  for  a  lawyer  at 
Ann  .\rlx)r.  Fred  D.  possesses  consider- 
able talent  as  an  artist,  and  is  now  a  student 
at  the  Chicago  .\rt  Institute.  Percy  C.  is 
now  employed  as  time  keeper  in  his  father's 
oftice.  All  of  the  sons,  with  the  exception  of 
Albert  L.,  are  graduates  of  the  Galva  high 
school. 

Being  a  strong  temperance  man  Mr. 
Hayes  supports  the  Prohibition  party,  antl 
has  taken  an  acti\e  part  in  its  work.  He 
has  been  a  delegate  to  its  conventions  and 
has  been  candidate  for  state  treasurer  on 
the  party  ticket.  He  is  an  earnest  meml)er 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with 
which  he  has  been  officially  ci)nnectetl,  and 
i.-  now  serving  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunda_\-  school,  b^raternall)-  he  is  a  membei; 
of  the  .Modern  Woodmen  of  .America^ 
Starting  out  in  life  for  himself  with  no 
capital  his  prosperity  has  been  worthily 
acbiexeil,  and  he  well  deserves  the  enviable 
])osition  which  he  now  occupies  in  business 
circles.  Self-reliance,  conscientiousness,  en- 
ergy and  honest}- — these  are  the  traits  of 
character  that  insure  the  highest  emoluments 
anil  greatest  success,  and  to  these  may  he 
attributed  the  success  that  has  crowned  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Haves. 


MUCH    A.   M.VKTl.V 

It  is  (|uite  interesting  to  observe,  in 
noting  the  various  members  of  a  community, 
how  they  ha\e  been  gathered  together  from 
different  states  and  localities  and  how  well 
they  usually  combine  to  form  an  intelligent 
and  i)rosperous  community.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch,   who  to-dav  is  a  successful 
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farmer  residing  on  section  13.  Bnrns  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  Illinois,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  19th  of 
June,  1 85 1.  His  father,  John  Martin,  was 
a  native  of  county  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
his  birth  having  occurred  near  Belfast, 
March  6,  1818.  On  leaving  the  Emerald 
Isle  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  came  to 
America  and  to<ik  up  his  residence  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  spent  several  years.  Later 
lit  lived  in  Ohio,  and  in  1854  came  to  Henr»- 
cnunty,  Illinois,  making  his  home  in  P>urn:-. 
township  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  His  first  purchase  of  land  consisted  of 
forty  acres  which  he  Ijroke  and  improved, 
and  to  it  added  from  time  to  time  as  his 
financial  resources  increased  until  he  had  ac- 
cumulated four  hundred  acres  of  \aluable 
land,  which  he  placed  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  In  connection  with  the  opera- 
tion of  his  land  he  was  also  extensively  en 
gaged  in  raising,  buying  and  shipping  stock, 
and  found  that  business  (|uite  prohtabk'.  I  K- 
was  widely  and  fa\orably  known  through- 
out the  county,  and  in  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred October  29.  1899.  the  community 
realized  that  it  had  lost  one  of  its  best  citi- 
zens. His  remains  were  interred  in  Corner 
cemetery. 

\Miile  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  John 
Martin  married  Elizabeth  iMcRell,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  si.v  cnildren,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  eldest.  Robert,  now  a 
resident  of  Kewanee.  luarried  Laura  Snyder, 
native  of  Illinois,  who  died,  leaving  three 
children.  John  G.  married  Elizabeth  Kem- 
erling.  of  this  township,  and  followed  farm- 
ing in  Burns  township  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  aliout  fifteen  years  ago. 
Three  of  his  four  children  are  still  living. 
\\'i!liam  J.  married  .\nna  L.  Radford,  and  is 
now  in  the  stock  commission  business  at  the 


stockyards  in  Chicago.  Sarah  Jane  is  the 
wife  of  James  Barber,  a  farmer  of  Burns 
township,  and  they  have  one  child  living. 
Elizabeth,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  died  in- 
infancy. 

Hugh  .\.  Martin  was  only  three  years 
old  when  brought  liy  his  parents  to  this 
county,  and  almost  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed  in  Bums  township,  though  the  fam- 
ily lived  for  a  .short  time  in  Wethersfield. 
.\fter  completing  his  edncat'on  he  taught 
school  ior  one  year,  but  with  that  exception 
he  has  always  followed  farming  during  his 
business  career.  lie  also  buys  and  sells 
considerable  stock,  and  by  ui)right  and  hon- 
orable dealings  has  gained  an  enviable  re])- 
nlation  in  business  circles.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  in  Burns  township,  all  under 
cultivation.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a  stanch  Democrat,  and  has  served  as  town-  ■ 
slii]3  assessor  and  collector. 

On  the  _'5th  of  December,  1873,  .Mr. 
Martin  was  imitetl  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  O.  Alexander.  ;i  n;iti\e  of  Illinois,  and 
t(  them  have  been  born  three  sons,  namely; 
ICdwin.  liorn  December  9,  1875,  married 
.Mice  M.  Andrews,  a  native  of  Iowa,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Lloyd;  Charles  A.,  born 
-August  30,  1877,  and  Wallace  .\.,  born 
September  2,  1885,  are  both  at  home.  The 
])arents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Samuel  Alexander,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
]\Iartin,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Henry 
county,  having  come  here  from  Dutchess 
county.  Xew  York,  at  an  early  day.  .\.t 
that  time  Kewanee  contained  only  one  or 
tow  log  houses,  and  this  region  was  all 
wild  and  unimpro\-ed.  Here  he  conducted 
a  store  and  also  engaged  in  stock  raising  and 
general  farming.     In  1848  he  married  Jane 
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Ann  Cline,  and  to  them  were  born  four  cliil- 
(Iren :  Maria  C..  l)i)rn  June  5.  1849,  is  the 
wife  I  if  Mill)  lUinker,  ol  Xew  Hampsiiire. 
I\Irs.  Martin  is  next  in  order  of  l)irth.  Cieorge 
P..  horn  June  28.  1858,  married  Alice  Big- 
by.  and  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
in  Nebraska.  Alice  C  born  December  20, 
i860,  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  West,  of  Ke- 
v.anec.  Illinois.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren tlied  May  16.  1875.  and  was  l)uried  in 
\\'ethersfield,  this  county,  while  the  father 
died  December  17,  1898.  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Xel)raska. 


SIll'.U-MAX  L.  RISHEL. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  suc- 
cessful and  enterprising  farmer  residing  on 
section  32.  Munson  township,  is  one  of 
llenr_\'  countv's  native  sons,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Cambridge,  February  28,  1865. 
On  both  sides  he  is  of  German  descent, 
tl-.ough  his  original  American  ancestors  lo- 
cated here  many  generations  ago.  His  father 
John  A.  Rishel,  was  a  native  of  Columbia 
county.  Pennsylvania,  and  come  to  Henry 
county.  Illinois,  in  Se]'teml)er,  1859.  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years.  I'eing  a  dentist,  be  at 
one  opened  an  office  in  Cambridge,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  a 
time,  but  later  turned  iiis  attention  to  farm- 
ing, becoming  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Munson  township,  on 
which  lie  locatcr  after  spending  a  short  time 
in  Burns  township.  It  was  in  1865  that  he 
retired  from  his  professional  labors.  He 
erected  a  good  and  substantial  Iniilding  upon 
liis  place  and  made  many  other  useful  and 
valual)le  impro\ements,  but  was  an  invalid 
during  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  farm  was  operated  by 


bis  sons,  who  were  young  men  of  industrious 
habits  and  good  business  ability-  He  died 
uijon  bis  farm  in  1896,  honored  and  respect- 
ed liy  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Marie  Fesler,  was 
born  in  Ha\ana,  Illin(jis,  but  was  living  with 
h.er  parents  in  Burns  township,  this  county, 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  still  sur- 
\i\Ts  her  husband  and  now  makes  her  home 
in  Cambridge.  The  children  bom  to  them 
are  Addie,  wife  of  F.  H.  York,  of  Michigan  ; 
Sherman  L.,  our  subject;  and  \\'ebster  D.. 
who  lives  on  the  home  farm  in  Munson 
township. 

During  his  boyhootl  and  youth  Sherman 
L.  Rishel  attended  the  public  schools  and 
also  took  an  elective  course  at  the  Xorth- 
western  Xormal  .School  in  Ceneseo.  He  re- 
mained with  bis  parents  until  bis  marriage, 
aiding  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  now 
owns  and  successfully  oi)erates  imic  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  acres  of  well-improved 
and  highly  cultivated  land  on  section  32, 
Munson  township.  He  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock  raising,  making  a  spec- 
ialty of  Abenlcen  and  Angus  cattle,  and  also 
handles  about  a  carload  of  bogs  annually. 
In  his  farming  operations  he  has  met  with 
fair  success,  and  has  found  the  stock  busi- 
ness quite  profitable. 

In  April,  1889,  Mr.  Rishel  married  Miss 
Etta  Helson,  who  was  born  in  Munson 
township,  in  1864.  Her  father,  Charles 
Xelson,  followed  farming  in  that  township 
until  his  death,  which  occurretl  in  July, 
1900,  and  her  mother  still  resides  there.  He 
came  to  this  county  about  1859,  ami  from 
the  wild  i)rairie  developed  a  good  farm. 
Mrs.  Rishel  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  five  children,  the  others  being 
Justina,  wife  of  (!.  W.  Hutchinson,  of  Cam- 
bridge; Manic,  wift-  >>\    \.   M,   Anderson,  of 
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Andover;  William  C.  and  F.  J.,  both  resi- 
dents of  Alunson  township.  To  onr  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Earl  X..  Ira  Cecil.  Siiennan 
l"ay  and  Zella  ]\Iay.  The  three  oldest  arc; 
now  attending  the  district  school. 

Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rishel  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Munson,  and  he  also  holds  membership 
in  the  Odd  Fellowslodge,  the  Rebekah  so- 
ciety and  the  Modern  Woodmen  Camp,  Xo. 
28,  of  Cambridge,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
board  of  managers.  The  last  named  order 
has  a  county  camp,  to  which  each  individual 
camp  sends  delegates.  It  is  the  only  county 
camp  in  the  state  and  was  organized  by  ^Ir. 
Pigler,  of  Kewanee,  in  1896.  It  holds  (quar- 
terly meetings,  and  Mr.  Rishel  is  now  serv- 
ing as  venerable  consul  of  the  same.  In 
political  sentiment  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  always  been  quite  prominent  in  political 
circles.  In  1896,  he  was  elected  collector  of 
Munson  township.  He  has  also  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  assessor  of  his  town- 
ship, being  elected  to  the  latter  office  in  189S 
and  re-elected  in  1900,  for  another  two 
years'  term.  He  is  also  tilling  the  position  of 
clerk  of  the  district  school  board,  and  his  of- 
ficial duties  have  always  been  most  faithfully 
and  satisfactorily  performed. 


willia:\i  \\ayxe. 

The  subject  of>  this  sketch,  who  is  now- 
living  a  retired  life  in  Orion,  was  for  over 
thirty  years  actively  identified  with  the  ag- 
ricultural interests  of  Henry  county,  and  be- 
came one  of  its  most  successful  farmers  and 
slock  raisers.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  April   i,    1827, 


of  English  ancestry,  and  is  a  descendant  of 
(general  Anthony  Wayne.  In  October,  1893, 
\>.  bile  in  Philadelphia,  he  and  his  wife  visit- 
ed the  old  homestead  of  the  general,  it  being 
now  owned  by  Captain  William  Wa}ne, 
whu  has  allowed  no  changes  to  be  made  in 
the  general's  room,  which  still  contained  the 
old  furniture  used  by  him.  There  is  also 
an  e.Kcellent  portrait  of  him  hanging  on  its 
walls.  William  Wayne,  Sr.,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  also  a  native  of  Philadelphia, 
and  was  a  prominent  hardware  mercha.nt  of 
that  city,  where  he  and  his  wife  both  died, 
the  former  in  1857,  and  the  latter  when 
our  subject  was  very  young.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Rebecca  Walker,  and  was  a 
native  of  Xew  Jersey. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive city  and  was  educated  in  private  schools. 
Having  a  great  fondness  for  country  life  he 
chose  farming  as  an  occupation,  and  when 
a  young  man  followed  that  pursuit  near 
Philadephia  for  a  time.  There  he  was  mar- 
ried September  ^,  1849,  to  Miss  Edith 
Blackfan,  and  they  made  their  home  on  a 
farm  within  six  miles  of  Philadelphia  for 
five  years.  The  wife  died  on  that  place, 
leaving  a  daughter,  ]\Iary,  who  was  rearefl 
by  an  aunt  in  Cincinnati,  and  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Philadelphia. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1856  that  ]\Ir. 
\Vayne  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
wild  land  near  Orion.  He  broke  acre  after 
acre  of  the  virgin  soil  until  the  entire  tract 
v.as  under  cultivation ;  he  erected  good  and 
substantial  buildings,  set  out  fruit  and  forest 
trees,  and  made  many  other  improvements 
upon  the  place.  He  prospered  in  his  farming 
operations,  and  added  to  his  landed  posses- 
sions from  time  to  time  until  he  had  fouf 
hundred  and  ten  acres,  which  he  con\'erted 
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ir.to  one  oi  the  most  valualile  and  desirable 
farms  of  the  localitw  He  has  since  dis- 
posed of  part  of  tliis,  but  still  owns  the  orig- 
inal tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  he  now  rents,  while  he  lives  a  retired 
life  in  Orion,  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest. 
In  connection  with  general  farming  he  also 
carried  on  stock  raising  in  a  profitable  man- 
ner, ilis  home  in  Orion  embraces  a  whole 
blnck  and  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  beau- 
tiful i)laces  in  the  village. 

Mr.  Wayne  was  again  married.  December 
J,  1856,  his  second  union  being  with  }vliss 
Sarah  E.  Leibee.  who  was  born  March  9, 
1835,  and  reared  in  ]\Iiddletown,  Ohio,  and 
is  of  German  descent.  Her  paternal  grand- 
father was  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  busi- 
ness men  of  Cincinnati,  at  one  time  owning 
a  large  part  of  that  city.  Her  father,  George 
Leibee,  was  born  in  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
in  1802.  but  his  early  life  was  principally 
passed  in  Cincinnati,  where  he  later  engaged 
in  business.  l-"rom  there  he  removed  to 
Middletown.  Ohin.  ;uul  in  1855  came  to 
Osco  township,  llcnr\-  county.  Ilinois,  where 
he  opened  up  and  improved  a  farm  of  eight 
hundred  acres.  He  became  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  county,  and  gave  to  each 
of  his  children  a  farm.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Dean,  tlaughter  of  Adam  Dean.  He 
died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years 
and  Ilis  wife  died  in  1863.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  have  a  family  of  four 
children,  namely:  (1)  George  H.,  a  prom- 
inent business  man  of  Orion,  married  Har- 
riet Jones  and  has  three  children,  Bessie, 
'Stella  and  Forest.  (2)  Margaret  L.  is  the 
wife  of  Fxlward  Duftield,  a  stock  dealer  of 
Orion.  (3)  Clara  J.  married  Henry  J. 
Crampton  and  died  in  Orion,  in  1887,  leav- 
ing    two    children,     Geneva    and     Clinton 


Wayne.  (4)  Charles,  a  grain  and  lumljer 
dealer  of  Reynolds,  Rock  Island  county,  Illi- 
nois, married  Susan  Breckenridge,  a  daugh 
ter  of  James  Breckenridge,  of  (ialva,  and 
they  have  five  children,  James  B.,  Carl,  Mary 
E..  William  and  Edward  A. 

Politically  Mr.  Wayne  was  originally  an 
old  line  Whig,  but  since  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  has  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  men  and  measures,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  ofifice.  He  has  ever  been  a  stanch 
friend  of  education  and  of  public  schools,  and 
while  living  on  his  farm  efificiently  served  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  some  years. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Science  Church  of  Rock  Island,  and  are 
among  the  most  highly  respected  and  honor- 
ed citizens  of  Orion.  Mr.  Wayne  was  made 
a  Alason  at  Cambridge,  and  was  a  charter 
meml)er  of  Coal  X'alley  lodge,  in  which  he 
served  as  master,  but  has  since  demitted  his 
niembership  to  Sherman  lodge,  at  Orion.  He 
takes  a  deej)  interest  in  e\erything  pertain- 
ing to  the  i)ublic  welfare  of  the  town,  and 
withholds  Ilis  sui)i)ort  from  no  enterprise 
calculated  to  prove  of  pul)lic  benefit. 


I'R.W'K   S.   MEL\TX. 

Among  the  mo.st  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  Munson  township  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  and  who  is  successfully  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  on  sections  4  and  11 
and  is  also  interested  in  the  manufacturing 
business  in  Rock  Island.  He  was  born  in 
Belknap  county.  New  Hampshire,  May  6, 
1854,  and  on  the  paternal  side  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent  and  on  the  maternal  side  of 
English  extraction.  His  parents  were  George 
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T.  and  Lucy  A.  (Fox)  Melvin.  the  fi)rmer 
of  whom  was  born  in  Maine,  in  1825.  and 
died  in  December,  1885.  while  the  latter  was 
liorn  in  New  Hampshire  in  1832.  and  died 
in  1884.  The  father  received  only  a  com- 
mon school  education,  and  when  a  young 
man  commenced  work  as  a  car  builder.  In 
the  spring  of  1857,  he  went  to  Chicago,  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Isl- 
and &  Pacific  railroad,  but  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  was  transferred  to  Rock  Island 
and  placed  in  charge  of  the  car  department. 
^\here  both  passenger  and  freight  cars  were 
built  and  repaired.  He  remained  there  un- 
til 1862,  wdien,  owing  to  ill  health,  he  re- 
signed his  position  and  came  direct  to  i\lun- 
son  township,  Henry  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  Aleeting  with  suc- 
cess in  this  undertaking,  he  added  to  his 
landed  possessions,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  owned  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  valuable  land.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  work  in  New-  England  and  followed 
it  throughout  much  of  his  life.  Both  he  and 
his  v.'ife  died  on  the  farm  in  Munson  town- 
ship. His  political  support  was  given  the 
Republican  party,  though  he  never  would 
accept  office.  He  gave  to  the  support  of  all 
church  and  charitable  work,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  b'el- 
lows.  He  came  to  this  state  with  limited 
means,  and  his  success  was  due  to  his  own 
well-directed  and  energetic  efforts.  In  the 
family  w^ere  only  two  children,  of  whom 
Frank  S.  is  the  older.  Fred  H..  a  retired 
farmer,  formerly  of  Alunson  township,  now^ 
lives  in  Geneseo. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Frank  S.  Alel- 
vin  was  principally  educated  in  the  neighbor- 
ing schools,  but  also  took  a  special  course 
of  private  instruction.     He  remained  under 


the  parental  mof  until  1874.  when  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Chicago.  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad 
Cijmpany,  in  the  supply  department  between 
Rock  Island  and  Peru,  but  at  the  end  of  two 
years  his  health  failed  and  he  went  to  Colo- 
rado, remaining  there  about  nine  months. 
On  his  return  to  Illinois,  he  located  on  the 
home  farm,  which  he  and  his  brother  oper- 
ated together  until  his  marriage. 

In  December,  1884,  Mr.  Melvin  wedded 
Miss  Eva  J.  Thomas,  who  was  born  in 
-Maine,  in  June,  1853  and  came  to  Illinois, 
with  her  parents  in  1870,  locating  on  the 
farm  on  section  4,  Munson  township,  Henry 
county,  now  occupied  by  our  sul^ject.  Here 
her  mother  is  still  living  with  our  subject. 
Of  her  five  children  only  three  survive, 
these  being  Henry  C,  traveling  salesman 
for  wholesale  poultry  dealers  and  a  resident 
of  ^Minonk.  Illinois;  Augusta  S.  married 
William  M.  Rideout  and  now  resides  in  Ot- 
tumwa.  Iowa;  and  E\a  J.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melvin  ha\e  three  chil- 
dren; George  Herbert,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1886;  Frank  S.,  born  in  March,  1888; 
and  Lora  A.,  born  in  November,  1890.  Both 
sons  are  now  students  at  the  Collegiate  In- 
stitute of  Geneseo,  where  they  are  pursuing 
a  general  course  of  study.  In  1899,  George 
H..  though  one  of  the  youngest  of  his  class, 
to(jk  first  prize  of  a  year's  tuition  at  that 
school. 

Since  his  marriage  Mr.  IMelvin  has  resid- 
ed upon  his  present  farm,  and  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming.  He  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of 
very  valuable  and  producti\-e  land  in  this 
county.  He  is  one  of  the  stockholders,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Novelty  Manufac 
turing  Company  of  Rock  Island,  which  was 
ii:corporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  twenty- 
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five  luindrccl  dollars,  and  he  also  has  charge 
of  the  traveling  department.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake, energetic  business  man,  and  generally 
carries  forward  to  successful  conijiletion 
whatever  he  undertakes. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  IMclvi:* 
has  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
l)art_\',  and  is  a  member  of  the  county  cen- 
tral comnfittee  from  JNIunson  township.  He 
has  served  as  collector  of  his  township;  was 
appointed  township  school  treasurer  in  i<S93 
and  has  since  filled  that  office;  and  in  1899 
was  elected  supervisor,  in  which  capacity  he 
is  now  serving  his  fellow  citizens  in  a  most 
able  and  acceptable  manner.  Mr.  Melvin  is 
a  member  of  the  Alodern  Woodmen  Camp, 
No.  40,  of  Geneseo,  and  also  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Congregational  Church  at 
that  place,  in  which  he  formerly  served  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  He  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  that  class  of  citi- 
zens who  lead  quiet,  industrious,  honest  and 
useful  lives,  and  constitute  the  best  portion  of 
a.  community.  Wherever  known  he  is  held 
in  high  regard,  and  is  certainly  deserving 
of  honorable  mention  in  the  history  of  his 
adopted  county. 


J.\C01!  J.  ELI'.MIXG. 

In  Jacob  J.  Eleming  we  find  a  worthy 
representative  of  the  industrial  interests  of 
Kewanee,  in  which  city  he  has  engaged  in 
mining  since  1857.  He  was  born  in  Dur- 
ham county,  England,  July  9,  1843,  '"s  par- 
ents being  Jacob  and  Mary  (Coatsworth) 
Meming.  The  father  followed  lead  mining 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  that  coun- 
try in  1845,  wiien  he  was  about  fifty  years 
of  age.     Religiously    he    was    a  consistent 


member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  his  family  were  seven  children,  of  whom 
three  also  died  in  England,  these  being  Mary 
Ann,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  Ann  (the 
second  of  that  name),  who  dietl  at  the  age 
(if  ten  years;  and  Elizabeth.  The  others 
were  Hannah,  now  a  resident  of  Pennsylva- 
nia: Thomas,  who  died  in  Xevada,  Mis- 
souri, in  1895,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years;  Jo.seph,  a  resident  of  Spring  \'al- 
ley,  Illinois;  and  Jacob  J.,  our  subject.  In 
1853,  the  mother,  accompanied  by.  her  four 
children,  came  to  .America.  The  voyage 
was  a  pleasant  one,  lasting  thirty  days.  The 
family  first  located  at  jMonongah.ela  City, 
1  ennsylvania,  where  they  lived  until  coming 
to  Kewanee  in  1857.  Here  the  mother  died 
July  29,  1887,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  six  months  and  twenty-one  days. 
Erom  early  girlhood  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a 
most  estimable  lady. 

Jacob  J.  P'leming  acquired  the  rudiments 
of  an  education  in  his  native  land,  but  when 
little  over  eight  years  of  age  was  compelled 
to  leave  school  and  go  to  work  as  his  father 
was  in  ill  health  and  the  family  needed  his 
earnings.  He  worked  at  washing  and  sepa- 
rating lead  ore  for  the  mills  until  coming  to 
America  with  his  mother.  Since  1857  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  Kewanee  and  has  been 
identified  with  its  coal  mining  interests,  llf 
is  now  successfully  operating  a  mine  one  mile 
east  of  the  city,  giving  employment  to  sev- 
enteen men  below  and  one  above  ground. 
The  present  output  of  the  mine  is  about  fi\e 
lumdred  bushels  per  day,  and  last  year  about 
se\en  thousand  tons  were  mined,  all  of 
V  Inch  yas  sold  to  the  local  trade. 

On  the  14th  of  Eebruary,  1S70,  Mr. 
Eleming  married  ]\Iiss  Elizabeth  Fall,  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
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and  Mary  Fall,  wlui  came  td  tliis  country 
from  Cornwall,  England,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  '40s,  and  tirst  settled  in  Wisconsin, 
but  in  1865,  took  up  their  residence  in  Hem-y 
county,  lllint)is.  The  father  was  horn  No- 
vember 18,  182J,  and  died  February  25, 
189J.  He  was  a  lead,  coal  and  copper  miner, 
but  was  mstly  engaged  in  lead  mining.  His 
widow  is  still  an  honored  resident  of  Ke- 
wanee.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
ilren,  of  whom  Airs.  Fleming  is  the  oldest. 
The  others  were  Elijah,  a  grocer  of  Ke- 
wanee;  John,  who  was  accitlentally  killed  in 
the  Lathrop  mine  in  1870,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  falling  frcni  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  shaft;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Enoch 
I'iler,  of  Peoria;  Ahr.ira,  who  lives  with  her 
mother  in  Kewanee;  William  T.,  who  died  in 
January,  1872,  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Edith 
M.,  at  home;  Cora  I.,  who  died  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen ;  Albert  T.,  a  resident  of 
Kewanee;  and  Esther,  who  graduated  from 
the  schools  of  Kewanee,  and  has  sticcessfully 
engaged  in  teaching  here  for  about  ten  years. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleming  have  been 
born  the  following  children :  Mary  E.,  born 
.March  17,  1871,  died  September  26,  1872; 
Annie  L.,  born  January  17,  1873,  ^'^'^  Octo- 
ber II,  1879;  Minnie  Etta  is  at  home;  Es- 
tella  M.  has  been  a  bookkeeper  at  Lay  & 
Lymans  for  the  past  si.x  years;  Albert  W.  is 
bookkeeper  for  the  Western  Tube  Com- 
pany; Thomas  E.  is  a  traveling  salesman, 
living  in  Denver,  Colorado;  Eva  A.  is  clerk- 
ing in  the  store  of  Lay  &  Lyman  at  Kewa- 
nee; John  C.  is  with  the  Kewanee  Boiler 
Company;  Flora  M.  will  graduate  from  the 
high  school  of  Kewanee  in  the  class  of  1902  ; 
Jacob  E.  is  in  the  eighth  grade  at  school; 
Ethel  A.  is  in  the  fifth  grade;  and  Edith  O. 
is  in  the  third  grade.  Mrs.  Fleming  is  a 
member  of  the  Primitive  Methodist  Church; 


is  well  versed,  and  is  a  lady  of  pleasing  pres- 
ence, who  takes  pleasure  in  making  those 
around  her  happy  and  contented. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  \ote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864,  Mr.  Fleming  has 
been  identified  with  the  Republican  party 
and  lias  done  all  within  his  power  to  insure 
its  success.  For  three  years  he  efficiently 
served  as  alderman  of  Kewanee,  and  has 
recently  been  elected  assessor  for  the  en- 
suing year.  He  was  census  enumerator  in 
1900,  and  has  ever  taken  an  active  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed citizens  of  Kewanee,  and  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life. 


ROBERT  McRELL. 

This  well-to-do  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Burns  township,  whose  home  is 
on  section  10,  was  born  near  Tubermore, 
county  Londonderry,  Ireland,  in  May,  1827, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  nativt 
land,  being  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  3'ears 
when  he  came  to  the  new  world,  in  1848. 
He  sailed  from  Belfast  to  New  York,  and 
from  the  latter  city  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  spent  four  years.  His  parents,  Robert 
and  Catherine  (Gibbons)  AlcRell,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  1849,  ^"<J  '^'so  took  up  their 
residence  in  Philadelphia.  Three  j-ears 
later  the  family  removed  to  Logan  county, 
Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of  1856  came  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois.  Here  the  mother 
died  in  1888,  and  the  mother  departed  this 
life  in  1886,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  Cosner  cemetery.  Politicallv  he 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

The  five  children  of  the  family  were  all 
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born  in  Ireland,  and  in  order  of  birtli  they 
are  as  follows:  Elizabeth  is  a  resident  of 
Eurns  township.  Robert  is  the  next  of  the 
family.  Esther,  who  now  resides  with  our 
subject,  was  married  in  Philadelphia,  in 
1S50,  to  Robert  Hawthorne,  who  died  there 
in  1S63.  Of  the  seven  children  born  of  that 
union  only  two  are  now  living,  these  being 
Robert  J.,  who  married  Lucy  Watson,  of 
Calva;  and  Lizzie,  wife  of  Leroy  Snyder. 
James,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Burns  town- 
ship, is  represented  on  another  page  of  this 
volume.     Thomas  lives  in  Arkansas. 

In  his  native  huul  our  subject  engaged 
in  farming,  but  while  a  resident  of  Phila- 
delphia be  was  employed  as  a  weaver  of 
ingrain  carpets.  In  Logan  county,  Ohio, 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  four 
years,  and  continued  to  follow  the  same  oc- 
cupation after  coming  to  this  county,  in  the 
spring  of  1856.  He  and  his  brother  James 
each  bought  a  quarter-section  of  land  in 
Burns  township,  a  part  of  which  had  been 
broken  and  a  part  covered  witli  timber.  On 
this  farm  he  lived  a  number  of  years,  then 
sold  and  purchased  forty  acres  on  section 
10,  the  same  township,  and  there  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  subsequently 
added  eighty  acres  to  the  tract,  but  later 
sold  it  to  his  nephew,  and  for  the  last  few 
years  has  lived  retired,  but  remaining  in  the 
old  home.  He  is  widely  and  fa\oral)ly 
known  and  during  his  long  residence  in 
this  county  he  has  made  a  host  of  warm 
friends,  who  esteem  him  highly  for  his  ster- 
ling worth. 


WH.LIAM  McMEEKIX. 

(lalva's  well-known  and  popular  post- 
master has  made  for  himself  an  honorable 
record.    Depending  upon  his  own  resources, 


looking  for  no  outside  aid  or  support,  he 
l.as  risen  to  a  place  of  prominence  in  the 
commercial  and  ])rofessional  world.  .\  na- 
tive of  Henry  county,  he  was  born  in  West- 
ern  township.  Xovember  13,  1854.  His  fa- 
ther, William  McMeekin,  was  born  in  Ire- 
land, and  about  1854  came  to  this  country, 
locating  in  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Agnes  Reed,  also  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  Subsequently  they  came  to  Henry 
county  and  took  up  their  residence  on  a  farm 
in  Western  township,  which  has  been  their 
home  since  1858.  The  father  has  trans 
formed  the  wild  prairie  land  into  highly 
cultivated  fields,  and  has  made  excellent 
improvements  thereon.  He  is  now  seventy- 
nine  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  is  sixty- 
eight. 

The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple 
are  as  follows :  James,  a  farmer  of  Western 
township;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  W.  T.  Mc- 
Whinney,  oi  the  same  township:  William, 
our  subject;  Frank,  one  of  the  publishers 
of  the  Port  Byron  Globe,  of  Port  Byron, 
Rock  Island  county;  John,  an  employe  of 
the  Moline  Plow  Company;  Robert,  who 
assists  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm; 
Hugh,  who  is  also  engaged  in  farming  upon 
the  home  place  and  is  employed  as  telegraph 
operator  by  the  Rock  Island  &  Peoria  Com- 
pany:  .\lcxander  antl  .\lida.  Ixiith  at  home, 
and  the  latter  now  a  school  teacher.  The 
children  were  all  provided  with  good  com- 
mon school  educations,  and  Frank  took  a 
course  of  stenography  and  bookkeeping  at 
a  business  college.  Politically  the  family 
is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
the  father  and  seven  sons  have  twice  cast 
their  ballots  for  William  McKinley.  The 
parents  are  active  and  faithful  members  of 
the  United    Presl)vterian  Church,  antl   Mr. 
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Mc]\Ieekin  was  one  of  the  founders  of  tlie 
liomestead  cliurch  in  Rural  township,  Rock 
l>lan(I  count}'. 

During  his  l)o_\hooil  tiie  subject  oi  this 
review  attended  tlie  pubHc  sciiools  of  Orion 
and  Coal  \"alley,  Illinois,  and  then  took  up 
the  classical  course  in  the  Iowa  City  Acad- 
emy. After  graduating  from  that  institu- 
tion he  entered  the  University  of  Iowa, 
where  he  also  pursued  the  classical  course, 
but  left  school  during  his  sophomore  year. 
For  four  years  he  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  school  at  Sminy  Hill,  this  county. 
Coming  to  Gaha  in  iS86  he  ctjmmenced 
the  study  of  law  with  T.  E.  Milchrist,  now 
state  senator  from  Chicago,  and  was  prin- 
cipal of  the  south  side  .school  two  years.  In 
1889  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Eoyd  &  McMeekin,  publishers  of  the  Stand- 
ard, which  has  always  been  a  Republican 
paper,  and  ten  years  later  purchased  his 
partner's  interest  in  the  business,  becoming 
sole  proprietor.  During  all  these  years  he 
has  ser\-ed  as  editor,  and  under  his  efficient 
Bianagement  tlie  paper  has  steadily  in- 
creased in  circulation  and  importance  until 
it  is  to-day  one  of  the  leading  journals  of 
the  county. 

In  1889  Air.  ;\IcMeekin  married  Miss 
Clara  C.  Bates,  who  was  born  in  Galva, 
September  30,  18O1,  a  daughter  of  Join; 
iuid  Julia  Bates.  Her  father  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Galva,  having  located 
here  about  1854,  and  followed  cabinet  mak- 
ing for  a  time.  He  died  in  1870.  The 
mother  is  still  living  in  Gal\-a.  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years. 

Since  attaining  his  majorit}'  Mr.  Mc- 
IMeekin  has  alwa}s  affiliatetl  with  the  Re- 
puljlican  party,  and  has  been  an  acti\-e 
worker  in  its  ranks,  taking  especial  inter- 
est  in   town   and   count}-   politics.      On    the 


1st  of  April,  1899,  lie  '^\'<is  appointed  post- 
master of  Galva  under  President  McKinley, 
and  is  now  efficiently  tilling  that  office,  while 
his  wife  acts  as  his  assistant.  Prior  to  her 
marriage  she  was  bookkeeper  for  Palmer, 
Walker  &  Johnson,  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness firms  of  Galva.  She  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; 
for  three  years  served  as  president  of  the 
Young  \\'onien's  Christion  Temperance 
Union,  of  Galva,  and  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  woman's  suffrage  movement.  She 
is  a  most  estimable  lady,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemetl  by  all  who  know  her. 
Mr.  McMeekin  is  also  a  leading  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has 
served  on  the  board  of  managers.  He  is  a 
leader  in  the  temperance  cause;  has  served 
as  chairman  of  the  local  committee  for  five 
years;  and  is  a  memljer  <jf  the  Modern 
Woodmen  Camp  of  Galva.  Xo.  241.  On 
starting  out  in  life  lor  himself  he  was  with- 
out capital  and  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  well- 
directed  and  energetic  efforts.  He  has 
steadil}'  worked  his  way  upward  to  a  po- 
sition of  prominence  in  business  circles, 
and  well  merits  the  prosperity  that  has  come 
ti.>  him. 


THOMAS  P.  PIERCE. 

Thomas  P.  Pierce,  jjresident  of  th.e 
Union  National  Bank,  of  Kewanee,  Illinois, 
occu])ies  a  foremost  position  among  the 
prominent  financiers  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  l'p(.)n  the  commercial  activity  of  a 
communit}-  depends  its  prosperity  and  the 
men  wlin  are  now  recognized  as  leading 
citizens  are  those  who  are  at  the  head  of 
important  business  enterprises.     Mr.   Pierce 
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is  a  man  of  broad  ca])al)ilities.  wlio  carries 
forward  to  successful  completion  whatever 
iie  undertakes. 

A  native  of  Illinois,  he  was  Ixn-n  in  Kane 
county,  October  3,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of 
Tiiomas  and  Ruth  (Powell)  Pierce.  The 
father  was  a  \\'elshman  by  birth,  and  when 
a  youth  emigratetl  to  .\merica,  locating  in 
New  York  state,  where  he  made  his  home 
from  1817  to  1835,  engaged  in  contracting 
and  building,  having  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  in  Wales.  In  the  Empire  state  he 
married  Ruth  Powell,  whose  family  was  also 
from  Wales,  although  she  was  born  in  Xew 
York.  In  1835  Mr.  Pierce  came  to  Illinois 
by  way  of  the  (ireat  Lakes,  and  settled  near 
Aurora.  Kane  county,  taking  up  a  tract  of 
governnienl  land  near  Jericho  Corners. 
He  i)re-emi)ted  this  land,  and  for  many  xears 
de\oted  his  energies  to  the  impro\ement 
and  cultivation  of  his  place.  In  1854  he 
removed  to  Aurora,  where  he  lived  retired 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
there  ni  187J.  His  wife  long  survived  him 
and  passed  awa_\-  in  i8<)_'.  I'nti)  ihem  were 
born  four  children,  namely:  William  dieil 
se\eral  years  ago  in  Kewanee.  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  hardware  Ijusiness.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  I'annic 
Lay.  has  since  married  again  and  now  li\e^ 
in  Chicago.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  II. 
-M.  Ib)ward,  of  .\urora.  Thomas  P.  is 
next  in  order  of  birth.  John  II.  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Western  Tube  Works,  of  Ke 
wanee. 

During  bis  boyhood  Thomas  P.  Pierce 
j)ur?ue(l  his  studies  in  the  district  school  oi 
Sugar  (jrove  township,  Kane  county,  whicl; 
was  about  a  mile  from  his  home,  and  later 
attended  the  high  school  of  Aurora,  .\fler 
completing  his  education  he  learned  the 
trarle  of  a  tinner,  and  in  the   fall  of   i8()3 


embarked  in  the  hardware  business  in  Ke- 
wanee. Three  years  later  he  admitted  his 
brother  John  li.  to  partnership  in  the  busi- 
ness, which  was  then  carried  on  under  the 
firm  style  of  Pierce  &  Brother  for  about 
fifteen  years.  Sul)sefiuently  O.  J.  Brown 
became  interested  in  the  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Pierce  &  Brown,  but  this  part 
nership  did  not  last  long  on  account  of  Mr. 
Brown's  health,  and  Mr.  Pierce  was  alone  in 
business  imtil  he  disposed  of  the  store.  lu 
December,  1880,  the  Union  National  Bank 
secured  its  charter  and  began  business,  its 
original  directors  being  Stephen  Bull,  R. 
F.  Wiley.  M.  C.  Ouinn,  W.  H.  Lyman,  T. 
P.  Pierce,  W.  W.  Stevens  and  A.  F.  Bige- 
low.  Mr.  i'ierce  has  served  as  president 
from  the  beginning,  while  H.  L.  Kellogg 
is  now  cashier,  and  W.  H.  Lyman,  vice- 
president.  Under  the  able  management  ot 
its  officers  the  bank  has  steadily  prosperetl 
and  the  capital  stock  has  been  increased  from 
fifty  to  seventy-five  thousanti  dollars,  with 
a  surplus  now  e(iual  to  the  capital.  It  built 
and  occupies  a  fine  stone  l)uilding  with  latest 
im])roved  vaults  and  safes.  Mr.  Pierce  is 
also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Kewanee  15oiler  Company. 

In  September,  1864,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  L. 
Talcott.  a  native  of  Michigan.  Her  father. 
Joseph  .\ugustus  Talcott,  was  lx)rn  in 
Coventry,  Co'mecticut,  May  i_',  1810,  and 
was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mar}-  (Loomis) 
Talcott.  natives  of  the  same  state.  The 
Talcott  famil\-  came  originally  from  Eng- 
land, and  was  founded  in  Connecticut  in 
early  colonial  days.  Mrs.  Pierce's  father 
was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  three  children, 
the  others  being  Xathaniel  Ells  and  Mercy 
Rebecca,  both  now  deceased.  Joseph  .\. 
Talcott  receixed  a  "'ood  common-school  ed- 
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v.catidii  and  tor  many  years  engaged  in 
leaching.  In  1836  he  removed  to  White 
Pigeon,  Micliigan,  wliere  he  followed  that 
pursuit  for  some  time,  three  of  his  children 
lieing  born  there.  In  1850  he  came  to 
Wethersfield,  Illinois,  and  taught  the  old 
\\'ethersfield  school  for  a  icw  years.  When 
Kewanee  was  platted  he  removed  to  the 
new  \-illage,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  cornfield 
huilt  his  residence  on  what  is  now  Chestnut 
street,  ju.st  south  of  where  the  Episcopal 
Church  stands.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business  for  many  years,  at  the 
same  time  filling  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  M.  Loomis. 
xilso  a  nati\e  of  Connecticut,  and  they  be- 
came the  ])arents  of  fi\-e  cliildren :  .M;u-_\- 
Illizabeth.  born  in  Coventr}-.  Connecticut, 
is  now  the  widow  of  J.  I).  I\.  Sleight,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 
though  she  spends  the  greater  part  of  her 
time  in  traveling:  Harriet  Rebecca  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years;  Charlotte  Maria  is 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Jose])h  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Alice  Louisa,  bi>rn  in  Wethers- 
field, is  the  wife  of  John  Ellis,  of  Kewanee. 
]\Ir.  Talcott  (lied  January  31,  i8gr,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  April  27,  1895.  ^t  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-six  years  and  ele\'en  months,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Pleasant 
Mew  cemetery.  They  were  active  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  for  o\-er  sixty  years,  and  Mr.  Tal- 
cott served  as  trustee  of  the  church  and  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunda_\--school  for  many 
years.  He  also  sang  in  the  choir  in  early 
days.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  for  a  great  many  years, 
imd  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  though  he  would  accept  no  office 
liesides  that  of  justice  of  the   peace.      He 


\vas  one  of  Kewanee's  most  honored  and  re- 
spected citizens  during  the  long  years  of  his 
residence  here. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  were  born 
two  children,  but  the  elder,  a  daughter, 
died  in  infancy.  \\'illiam  T.,  who  is  with 
the  Western  Tube  Company,  of  Kewanee. 
married  Teressa  Cronau  and  they  have  one 
child.  Thomas  C.  Mrs.  Pierce  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  I'raternally 
our  subject  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
and  ix)litically  is  an  ardent  Repulilican. 
Since  1884  lie  has  been  a  member  of  the 
state  board  of  equalization  and  is  to-day  the 
oldest  in  the  service.  He  has  served  on  all 
of  the  important  committees,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  lands  for  .several 
vears.  He  was  president  of  the  village 
board  several  terms  was  al,--*!  a  memlicr  of 
the  county  board  of  supervisors  a  number 
of  years,  and  was  a  presidential  elector  in 
the  fall  of  1900.  The  career  of  Mr.  Pierce 
has  ever  been  such  as  to  warrant  the  trust 
and  confidence  of  the  business  world,  for  he 
has  ever  conducted  all  transactions  on  the 
strictest  principles  of  honor  and  integrity. 
His  devotion  to  the  pul)lic  good  is  un(|ues- 
tioned.  and  he  has  evev  maintained  a  char- 
acter and  standing  that  has  impressed  all 
with  his  sincere  and  manly  purpose  to  do 
]i\  others  as  he  would  have  others  do  by 
liim. 


PETER  O.  XORLIXCx. 

This  prominent  druggist  of  Galva  ha;; 
probably  done  as  much  to  promote  the  com- 
mercial activity,  advance  the  general  wel- 
fare and  secure  the  material  development 
of  the  town  and  surrounding  countr}-  as 
any  other  individual.     As  a  business  man 
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he  is  enterprising;,  energetic  and  always 
abreast  of  tlie  times,  and  lias  lieen  rewarded 
by  a  comfortable  competence. 

.Mr.  .Xorling-  was  born  in  Sweden,  about 
fifty  miles  from  StDckbolm.  December  15. 
1852.  and  is  tbe  oldest  cbild  of  .Andrew  O. 
and  Eilizabetb  Xorling,  Ixjtb  of  whom  were 
born  in  that  country  in  1826,  and  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Bislio])  Mill  colony  came  to  Hen- 
ry county,  Illinois,  in  1854.  Throughout 
liis  active  Inisiness  life  the  father  followed 
farming,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  (ialva.  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest.  He 
became  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  acres  of  land  in  (ialva  townshi]).  which 
was  his  portion  when  the  land  owned  by 
the  colony  was  divided  among  its  members. 
He  has  made  his  home  in  (ialva  since  1893. 
Politically  be  has  always  been  a  strong  Re- 
])nblican,  but  has  never  aspired  for  any  \K)\k- 
ical  honors.  His  family  consists  of  seven 
cliildren,  all  of  whom  reached  years  of  ma- 
turity, Peter  O.  being  the  oldest,  .\udrew, 
who  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  drug  Inisi- 
ness with  our  subject,  now  owns  about 
eleven  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Litchfield, 
Nebraska,  in  company  w  itii  his  brother.  John 
L.,  and  is  conducting  a  large  cattle  ranch. 
J(jhn  E.  is  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the 
Swedish  Tribune,  of  Chicago,  which  is  one 
of  the  oldest  Swedish  newspapers  in  tlu- 
L'niled  States,  being  first  started  at  (ialva 
under  the  name  of  the  Xew  World.  .\t  one 
time  he  was  also  associated  with  our  subject 
in  the  drug  business  for  sexeral  years. 
Amanda  died  on  her  father's  farm  Decem- 
ber 23.  1892.  Matilda  lives  with  her  par- 
ents in  (ialva.  Lillie  is  the  wife  of  S.  P. 
.Swanson,  who  conducts  a  prosperous  tail- 
oring estal)lishmeut  in  Ccnterville.  Iowa. 
Alfred  W.  graduated  in  pharmacy  at  the 
I'niversitv  of  Illinois.  ,ind  was  in  the  druij- 


business  with  our  sul)ject  for  a  number  of 
years.  l)ut  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  at   (ialva. 

Mr.  Xorling.  of  this  re\iew.  was  only 
two  \ears  old  when  brought  by  his  parents 
to  the  United  States,  and  he  received  his 
early  education  in  the  pulilic  schools  of 
this  county.  He  remained  on  the  home 
farm,  assisting"  his  father  in  its  improve- 
ment until  1876.  In  the  meantime  he  took 
a  trip  to  Sweden  and  remained  there  about 
a  year.  On  the  2(>ih  of  March.  1876.  he 
openetl  a  drug  store  at  Bishop  Hill,  though 
he  bail  but  little  capital  at  that  time.  He 
hired  competent  hel]),  and  by  his  unusual 
business  ability  Imilt  up  an  excellent  trade. 
In  1881  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his- 
two  brothers,  and  opened  branch  stores  at 
Xekoma  and  (ialva,  ami  this  connection  was. 
dissolved  a  year  later,  and  our  subject  be- 
came owner  of  the  store  at  Galva,  where  he 
carried  a  conii)lete  line  of  drugs,  druggists'' 
sundries,  palenl  medicines,  paints,, oils,  wall 
paper  and  fancy  .goods,  valued  at  thirty-five 
hundred  dollars.  Selling  a  one-half  interest 
to  his  brother  in  1884,  this  partnership 
continued  till  1887,  when  they  sold  to  P. 
Hanson.  In  1S84  he  purchased  a  grocery 
store  in  Peoria,  which  he  conducted  for 
liftcen  months,  and  then  sold  his  interest  in 
the  liusiness  to  his  jiartner.  On  his  return 
lo  Henry  county  he  located  at  Cambridge, 
where  he  purchased  a  store  l)uilding  and 
stocked  it  w  ith  drugs,  etc.,  doing  a  thriving 
business  there  frohi  1886.  to  1893.  Seeing 
a  good  opening  at  his  old  home  in  Galva, 
Mr.  Xorling  re-purchased  the  drug  store  of 
the  widow  of  P.  Han.son.  and  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  that  business  at  this 
l)!ace. 

Pre-eminently  ]niblic-s])irited  and  jiro- 
gressive.    .Mr.    .Xorling    has    done    much    t<  - 
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advance  tlie  interests  of  the  town,  especially 
along  industrial  lines.  He  purchased  a 
large  amount  of  stock  in  the  Mulford  Heater 
Company  formed  at  Streator  for  the  manu- 
facture of  different  articles,  and  through  the 
iiifiuence  of  himself  and  brothers  the  plant 
was  removed  to  Galva.  The  company  is 
now  doing  business  on  a  thriving  basis, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  forty-five  thousand 
dollars,  its  oflicers  being  E.  W.  Houghton, 
president:  P.  O.  Xorling,  secretary;  T.  H. 
Johnston,  treasurer;  O.  E.  Vocum.  vice- 
president;  and  Randolph  Uoyd,  manager. 
They  now  manufacture  the  Mulford  heaters 
and  the  Boyd  corn  planters.  In  1899  Mr. 
Norling  became  interestetl  in  a  stock  C(.)m- 
pany  made  up  entirely  of  Sweilish  people, 
known  as  the  W'estrand  Manufacturing 
Compan}-,  which  waS  organized  with  a  cap- 
ital stock  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  and  is 
also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  com 
planters  and  other  farm  implements.  Tiiey 
have  erected  a  large  building  for  the  conduct 
of  their  business  in  the  northeast  part  of 
Galva.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  largest 
stockholders  and  a  director  of  this  com- 
pany; is  also  a  director  and  stockholder  of 
tlie  Galva  Telephone  Company;  and  a  stock- 
holder of  the  Wood  Mining  Company  of 
Boulder.  Coloratlo.  which  is  developing 
and  working  one  of  the  largest  gold  mines 
of  the  west.  He  has  been  manager  of  the 
Galva  opera  house  for  some  time,  and  en- 
dcavLU's  to  treat  the  people  of  Galva  to  some 
interesting  and  enjoyable  entertainments. 
He  has  through  his  own  well-directed  efforts 
accumulated  considerable  property,  includ- 
ing real  estate  in  Chicago  and  Peoria.  He 
still  owns  a  store  building  at  Bishop  Hill ; 
in  1897  erected  a  modern  brick  building  in 
Cambridge,  now  occupied  as  a  drug  and 
jewelry  store ;  and  has  a  good  farm  of  three 


hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Nebraska.  Mr. 
Norling  is  also  connected  with  newspaper 
work.  During  the  Civil  war  the  .New 
World  was  started  at  Galva  by  Chaiser  & 
Johnson  and  published  partly  in  Swedish 
and  partly  in  English.  Shortly  afterward  it 
was  removed  to  Chicago,  and  in  August, 
1900,  was  published  by  P.  O.  and  J.  E.  Nor- 
ling and  S.  E.  Carlson,  editor  of  the  Fosier- 
landet,  a  Swedish  religious  paper.  They 
combined  the  two  and  now  publish  what  is 
known  as  the  Swedish  Tribune  or  Svenska 
Tribunen  and  Fosterlandet.  The  circula- 
tion is  rapidly  increasing,  and  it  is  proving 
a  very  paying  investment. 

In  1880  Mr.  Norling  married  Miss 
.Amanda  Nordstcdt,  who  was  born  in  Bish- 
op Hill.  January  i.  i860,  a  daughter  of  Olof 
B.  and  Cliristine  Nordstedt,  who  came  to 
this  country  from  Sweden  in  1852  and 
settled  in  the  colony  here.  Her  father  was 
torn  in  1822  and  died  in  1892.  He  served 
through  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  the 
Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
taking  with  him  his  eldest  son.  Fred,  who 
was  l)ut  fourteen  years  old  when  he  entered 
the  service.  The  father  was  taken  prisoner 
Ijut  soon  exchanged  at  I'ort  Donelson  and 
rejoined  his  regiment,  remaining"  at  the 
front  until  hostilities  ceased.  Flis  wife  sur- 
vives him  and  continues  to  live  in  Bishop 
Hill.  Their  children  were  Christine,  wfe  of 
Peter  Johnson,  of  Bishop  Hill,  who  is  an  e.x- 
sberiff  of  Henry  county;  Jane,  wife  of  An- 
drew Johnston,  a  manufacturer  of  pop  and 
soda  water  at  Galva;  Kate,  wife  of  H. 
Harmon,  a  grocer  of  Fitzgerald,  Georgia, 
Mary,  wife  of  Howard  Fuller,  of  Peoria; 
Ella,  a  dressmaker  of  Peoria;  Minnie,  wife 
of  Charles  Hedley,  telegraph  operator  for 
the  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
at  Galva;  Amanda,   wife    of    our  subject; 
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and  l-^red.  a  farmer  of  Sydney,  Iowa.  ^Ir. 
and  }ilrs.  Xorling  liave  two  sons:  Milford 
v..  wliM  was  l)orn  December  23,  i88r,  and 
i;.  niiw  attending-  the  Ymiui^  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  Collei^e  at  Ciiicago ;  and 
Le  R..y  A.,  who  was  l».rn  April  9.  1884.  and 
is  at  h.  line. 

.Mr.  .Xcirhnj;-  is  (|uite  prDniincnt  in  fra- 
ternal circles  and  is  nnw  serxing  as  treas- 
nser  ul  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  of  (ialva. 
in  which  he  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs ; 
and  is  chief  of  the  Galva  lodge  of  Fraternal 
Tril)unes.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Modern 
^^'oodmen  of  America;  and  is  a  thirty-sec- 
ond-degree ]\Iason,  a  member  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  and  the  N'eomen  (jf  .\merica,  while 
both  he  and  his  wife  l>elong  to  the  Eastern 
Star  Chapter,  of  which  she  is  worthy  matron. 
.As  a  Ivepublican  Mr.  X<irling  takes  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  political  attairs,  and  has  been 
a  delegate  to  county  conventions  several 
times,  but  has  never  as])ired  to  office.  He 
does  all  in  his  power  to  promote  tlie  interests 
of  his  town  and  advance  the  welfare  of  its 
cilizen>.  1  le  is  widely  and  favorably  known, 
and  his  extensive  circle  of  friends  esteem 
him  liighh-  for  his  genuine  worth. 


nil 


I'  I.  W  IXTZ. 


Among  the  honored  \elerans  of  the  Civil 
war  who  claim  Henry  county  as  their  home 
none  fought  more  valiantly  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Cnion  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch.  He  has  been 
a  resident  <if  .\nnawan  t'or  almost  half  a 
century  and  has  been  i)rounnently  identified 
Avith  her  industrial  interests.  Mr.  \\int7- 
\vas  born  in  Rappahannock  county,  X'irginia, 
Is'ovemlier  4,  1826,  and  is  of  (lernian  de- 
scent on  both  the  ])aternal  and  maternal 
sides. 


His  father,  Henry  \\'intz.  wa.s  born  at 
Culpeper,  X'irginia,'  April  i/,  1788,  and 
was  married  in  Loudoun  county,  that  state, 
June  3,  1824.  by  Rev.  S.  G.  Roszell,  to  Miss 
Sarah  I-"rye,  w  hose  birth  occurred  February 
to,  1797.  Her  father,  Philip  J.  Frye,  was 
born  in  German)'.  August  13.  1773.  and 
came  to  America  in  1793.  He  spent  his  life 
as  a  farmer  on  Goose  creek  in  Loudoun 
count}",  X'irginia,  where  he  died  Xo\ember 
20,  1841,  his  remains  being  interred  at  Mid- 
dleburg,  that  state.  He  was  drafted  during 
the  war  of  1812,  and  after  being  given  his 
accoutrements  went  to  AlicUlleburg  only  to 
find  that  the  war  had  ended  and  his  services 
were  not  neetled.  On  the  7th  of  April, 
1796,  he  married  Catherine  X'irtz.  anil  L>f  the 
children  born  to  them  Mrs.  Wintz  was  the 
oklest.  In  order  of  birth  the  others  were  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  born  January  24,  1799, 
died  unmarried  September  7,  1866;  Mar- 
garet, born  December  12,  1800.  became  the 
wife  of  David  Daily,  of  Preble  county. 
Ohio,  and  died  about  1844:  Henry,  Ik-hi 
April  21.  i,S()3.  married  a  .Miss  P.urnside. 
and  died  m  Indiana  in  1848:  Joseph,  born 
May    14.    i8()i).   died   on   the  old   homestead 

( )clober  30.  1823,  died  in  Loutloun  county, 
\  irginia,  at  the  age  of  tifteen  years:  Con- 
rad, liorn  .Mav  14.  1809,  married  Susannah 
Thomas  and  died  in  lUuler  county,  Ohio, 
Seiitember  2(),  1882:  .\nn  C,  born  April  30, 
1814,  married  Townsend  1  lovvell,  of  X'ir- 
ginia. and  (lied  in  Clark  countv,  Illinois, 
I-'cl)ruary  9,  i88();  Christina,  born  December 
2j.  i8i().  died  in  Loudinin  county,  X'irginia, 
unmarried,  .\pril  8.  1877;  and  Eveline,  born 
March  12.  1820,  became  the  wife  of  James 
Lawson,  of  l'"au(|uier  county,  X'irginia.  and 
died  in  Xlarylaiul.  March  23.  |8().). 

.\fter   his  marriage    I  lenrv     Wintz     fob 


p.  J.  wint;?. 


f^% 


nN 


MRS.   P.  J.  WINTZ. 
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l('\ve(l  farming  in  his  native  state  until  1S28 
\vlien  he  removed  to  Warren  county.  (Jliio. 
our  subject  at  that  time  being  eighteen 
montlis  old.  Two  years  later  the  father  took 
up  his  residence  in  Preble  county,  Ohio,  and 
operated  a  rented  farm  near  Xew  Hope  for 
five  years,  but  died  before  the  expiration  of 
the  lease.  He  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits throughout  life  and  died  in  Preble 
county,  October  27,  1833.  His  wife  .sur- 
vived him  some  years,  dying  September  18, 
1846,  in  the  same  locality.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily of  five  children,  namely:  Peter,  born  Sej)- 
lember  5,  1825,  married  Catherine  Fryc, 
now  deceased,  and  lives  in  Carlock,  McLean 
county,  Illinois:  Philip  J.,  our  subject,  is 
next  in  order  of  birth ;  Mary  Ann,  born  Au- 
gust 22,  1828,  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Frye,  and  died  in  Sedgwick  county,  Kansas, 
May  20,  1891  ;  Daniel,  born  June  16,  1831, 
married  Sabina  Truckcess  and  resides  near 
■Converse,  Howard  county,  Indiana;  and 
Elizabeth,  born  March  23.  1833,  is  the  wife 
(if  (ieiirge  Lowman,  of  Sedgwick  county, 
Kansas. 

The  early  educational  ad\antages  of 
Philip  J.  Wintz  were  limited,  as  he  was  only 
able  to  attend  the  district  schools  one  month 
during  each  year  for  fourteen  years,  pur- 
suing his  studies  in  a  primitive  log  school 
house  in  Preble  county,  Ohio.  Even  the 
seats  and  desks  were  made  of  split  logs  set 
ufion  pegs.  He  was  not  (|uite  seven  years  of 
age  when  his  father  died,  and  was  nineteen 
at  the  time  of  his  mother's  death.  Five  years 
later  he  left  his  old  home  in  Preble  county, 
Ohio,  and  went  to  Warren  county,  tliat  state, 
working  on  a  farm  at  Springboro  one  year 
at  ten.  dollars  per  month,  after  wliich  he  took" 
iip  the  carpenter's  trade.  While  there  he 
was  married.  April  3.  1852.  to  ^liss  ^lary 
Frve.    a   daughter   of   Solomon   and    Saral; 


Frye.  She  died  November  29,  1898.  They 
had  no  children. 

Mrs.  Philip  J.  Wintz.  ;;<v  Mary  Frye. 
was  Ixirn  near  S]:)ringboro,  \\'arren  county, 
Ohio,  January  16,  1830,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Solomon  and  Sarah  (Hayucs)  Frye, 
the  former  a  native  of  Loudoun  county,  \'ir- 
ginia,  born  October  12,  1800.  He  was  a 
son  of  Henry  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Wid- 
deman)  Frye.  the  former  being  a  brother 
of  Philip  J.  Frye,  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject.  Henry  Joseph  Frye  was  a  na- 
tive of  (iermany,  as  was  his  brother  Philip. 
Solomon  Frye.  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wintz. 
v,as  born  in  Loudoini  county.  \'irginia.  and 
moved  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  in  181O, 
when  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  learned  th(j 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  also  owned  and 
operated  a  farm.  He  married  Sarah  Haynes, 
March  12,  1826.  She  was  a  native  of  Rock- 
ingham county,  Virginia,  born  October  12, 
1803,  and  belonged  to  an  old  American  fam- 
ilv  of  (lerman  e.xtractit)n.  Solomon  and  Sar- 
ah (  llaynes)  Frye  reared  a  family  nf  four 
children.  Cornelius  worked  at  the  carpenter 
tiade  and  died  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  when  about 
forty  years  old.  Mary  married  Philip  J. 
Wintz,  our  subject.  Martha  married  Abso- 
lom  Blinn,  and  moved  to  Albany.  Kansas. 
She  is  now  deceased.  Margaret  married 
George  Ray  and  now  resides  in  Mt.  Car- 
roll, Illinois.  She  is  the  only  surviving 
member  of  the  family. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Wintz  came  to  lllimiis  and  located  at  Shef- 
field, Bureau  county.  At  that  time  both  the 
Rock  Island  and  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Ouincy  railroads  were  in  course  of  con- 
struction. He  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  for  which  he  paid  three  hundreil  and 
sixt}--nine  dollars  in  cash,  Init  i/m  account  of 
a  defect  in  the  title  he  was  obliged  to  al)an- 
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(1(^1  it  and  lost  everytliing.  Althougli  he 
was  soniewhal  d i so ni raged  lie  went  to  work 
to  retrieve  his  fnrtuiie,  and  in  March.  1854, 
came  to  Annawan,  taking  up  his  abode  in  his 
present  residence  the  following  year.  At 
that  time.  howe\-er,  what  is  now  his  kitchen 
constituted  the  whole  house.  For  a  year 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  in 
1855  ilid  the  first  hlacksmithing  done  in  the 
village.  Selling  out  a  year  later  he  follow- 
ed the  millwright's  and  carpenter's  trades 
until  1884.  He  constructed  the  majority  of 
the  buildings  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
tt.wnship.  including  the  church  built  in  1858, 
and  also  assisted  in  building  the  first  and 
second  mills  erected  at  Annawan.  The  last 
house  built  by  him  was  the  residence  of 
James  AlacChesney,  in  1877.  He  now  con- 
ducts a  general  machine  and  repair  shop. 

After  the  inauguration  of  the  Civil  war, 
I\Ir.  Wintz  enlisted  at  Princeton,  Bureau 
county,  Illinois,  as  a  musician  in  a  regi- 
mental band,  which  started  for  St.  Louis 
to  join  Burgess'  sharpshooters,  but  at  Alton 
they  were  arrested  for  the  reason  that  the 
colonel  of  the  regiment  that  they  were  going 
to  join  reijorted  that  thev  had  broke  camp 
antl  were  going  to  join  the  reliels.  Finding' 
that  this  was  untrue  Cnnernor  ^"ates  ordered 
them  to  Springfield,  and,  after  two  weeks 
spent  at  Camp  Butler,  they  were  sent  to 
Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  where  the  band  was 
assigned  to  the  l*'ifty-se\-enth  Illinois  \'olun- 
teer  Infantry.  They  went  lirst  lo  Cairo,  then 
to  Paducah,  Kentucky,  and  I  mm  there  by 
l)oal  lo  I'ort  Henry,  where  they  arrived  just 
after  the  battle,  being  in  time  to  conk  their 
sui)])er  on  the  lires  which  the  rebels  had  left. 
Keturning  to  I'aducali.lhey  went  up  the  Ohio 
and  Cumberland  rivers  to  Fort  Donelson, 
and  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  that 
])lace.     They  then  marched   fourteen  miles 


across  the  country  to  Fort  Henry,  and  pri.>- 
ceeded  nj)  the  Tennessee  river  to  Krump's 
Landing.  According  to  orders  from  the 
war  department  the  regimental  bands  were 
mustered  out,  only  one  being  retained  for 
each  brigade.  Air.  Wintz  was  discharged 
March  20,  1862,  and  returned  to  his  home 
in  .\anawan.  but  on  the  12th  of  the  following 
August  he  re-enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany A,  Une  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illinois 
X'olunteer  Infantry,  being  mustered  in  at 
Peoria.  The  comijau}'  was  at  first  ci.im- 
manded  by  Tristram  T.  Dow,  who  was  af- 
terward made  colonel  of  the  regiment,  while 
John  L.  Dow  was  promoted  to  the  captaincy 
of  the  company.  From  Peoria  the  regiment 
went  to  Cincinnati  and  later  to  Covington. 
Kentucky,  where  they  remained  about  two 
weeks  before  going  t(_)  Lexington.  After  en- 
gaging in  some  skirmishes,  Mr.  Wintz  was 
detailed  to  Captain  Law's  howitzer  Ijattery, 
v.ith  which  he  was  connected  for  si.x  months. 
During  this  time  he  took  part  in  the  Mor- 
gan raid  through  Kentucky,  Indiana  and 
Ohio  to  Buffington's  Island,  where  they  cap- 
tured Morgan's  guns.  In  the  fall  of  1865 
he  rejoined  hi^  old  company,  and  with  them 
went  to  King>ton  and  Athens.  Tennessee, 
and  later  to  Lowdeu  after  participating  in 
a  skirmish  on  the  lliawasie  river.  They  re- 
treated before  General  Longstreet's  com- 
mand, which  pursued  them  to  Kno.xville, 
and  in  a  skirmish  Xovember  18,  1863.  Cap- 
tain Asa  11.  Lee.  commander  of  Company 
.■\,  was  killed,  while  our  subject  received 
a  gunshot  wound  back  of  the  right  ear.  I'our 
of  the  company  were  killed  and  two  wound- 
ed. When  .Mr.  Wintz  regained  conscious- 
ness the  Confederate  line  had  advanced  past 
him,  cutting  him  off  from  his  command.  He 
made  his  way  through  the  lines  in  a  small 
vineyard,  but  over  twenty  shots  were  fired  at 
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him.  He  crawled  into  a  harn.  ami  wlien  it 
was  struck  by  a  rebel  shell  he  made  his  way 
t;j  a  corncrilj,  which  sh<Mnly  afterward  was 
torn  to  pieces  by  another  shell.  He  then 
stagfgered  on  throus^li  the  timber  and  tinall\- 
reachetl  his  company,  lint  on  the  way  to  the 
field  hospital  tell  exhausted  on  the  bank  of 
Second  creek.  He  was  then  taken  in  charge 
by  the  amlnilance  corps,  and  was  confined 
to  the  hospital  until  the  i8th  of  the  following- 
January,  when  he  was  granted  a  thirty  days' 
furlough.  In  .March  ho  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment at  Alt.  Sterling.  Kentucky,  ar.d  with 
them  went  to  Kno.xville.  He  participated 
in  a  skirmish  at  Rocky  Face.  Georgia,  and 
the  Ijattle  of  Resaca.  where  he  received  a 
gunshiit  wiiun.d  in  tb.e  right  arm  and  was 
serit  to  Xa;.li\illc.  .\  week  later  he  was 
transferred  to  the  hospital  at  Louisville, 
where  he  remained  until  July.  Having 
taken  the  smallpox  he  was  then  sent  to  the 
pest  hospital  near  Louisville,  where  lie  was 
confined  until  October,  1864.  He  then 
started  to  rejoin  his  command  at  .\tlanta 
but  on  reaching  Chattanooga  remained  there 
two  weeks  on  duty  in  the  convalescent  hos- 
pital. He  was  then  detailed  with  others  to 
drive  ten  thousand  head  of  cattle  to  Atlanta 
for  General  Sherman's  army.  At  Altoona 
he  met  his  company  returning,  and  with 
them  went  to  Nashville,  and  later  to  Decatur, 
Geiirgia.  where  the\-  were  statii.med  to 
watch  the  movements  of  Hood.  \\'hen  that 
general  advanced  they  fell  back  to  Franklin, 
Tennessee,  and  participated  in  the  severe 
liattle  at  that  place.  The\'  also  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Nashville  in  December,  1864, 
and  then  followed  Hood  to  Columbia,  Ten- 
nessee, where  they  remained  one  month.  .\t 
Clifton,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  they  lioard- 
ed  a  steamer  and  went  to  Cincinnati,  and  b_\ 
train    proceeded    to    Alexandria,    \'irginia, 


by  way  of  Columbus  and  Belle  .\ir.  and  by 
steamer  to  Fort  Fisher.  In  a  storm  during, 
this  voyage  the  vessels  were  blown  si.xty 
miles  out  to  sea.  After  a  month  spent  at 
b'ort  iMshcr  the\-  wem  to  Smithville.  North 
Carolina,  taking  part  in  the  skirmish  at  that 
])lace  and  the  capture  of  Fort  .\nderson. 
Tliey  were  also  in  a  skirmish  at  Town  Creek, 
and  then  advanced  tn  Wilmington  and 
Kingston.  Nurth  Carolina.  At  the  latter 
place  Mr.  Wintz  sprained  his  ankle,  and  was 
confined  in  the  hospital  at  Newburn  one 
month,  and  in  the  hospital  at  Beaufort. 
North  Carolina,  until  honorably  dischargol 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  Jvme  14,  18^)3.  lie 
cast  his  tirsi  presidential  vote  t\)r  Zachary 
Taylor,  and  since  the  organization  of  the 
Repulilican  party  has  been  one  of  its  stanch 
supporters.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of 
the  L'nitcd  Brethren  in  Christ. 


Cli.\RLI-:S  B.VRBER. 

Among  the  leading  citizens  of  Burn-. 
township  is  Charles  Barber,  residing  on 
section  15.  He  was  born  in  Luzerne  county. 
Penns\'l\ania.  on  the  9th  of  May,  1834,  and 
is  a  son  of  Calvin  and  Phebe  (Hull)  Barber, 
n.atives  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 
rtspecti\ely.  About  1SJ5  the  ])arents  re- 
mo\-ed  to  the  Keystone  state  and  settled  in 
Luzerne  county,  in  what  was  then  c:dled 
New  Connecticut,  liy  trade  the  father  was 
a  fuller  and  cloth  dresser,  and  followed  that- 
trade  during  his  active  life  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  i860  he  came  to  Henry  county  and  made 
his  home  with  our  subject  until  his  death. 
October  <;.  i87_'.  His  wife  died  many  )ears 
before  in  Pennsylvania.  Our  subject  was 
one  of  a  famiK-  of  sex'en  children,  the  others 
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heiiii^'  Calvin  D.,  who  married  Eii])lieniia 
Ferris,  and  lives  near  Scranton.  Pennsyl- 
vania; Alary  Ann.  who  wedded  James  Mutt, 
a  miller,  ni  r>lakel_\-.  Pensnylvania,  and  both 
are  now  deceased:  John,  deceased;  William, 
a  farmer  and  carpenter,  who  married  Hulda 
J;ro\\n  and  li\es  near  Carhondale.  Pennsyl- 
vania; Miles.  wh(,  married  .Martha  Cald- 
well, of  Kewanee.  Illinois;  and  Louisa,  wife 
of  Earlington  \"osl>nrgh.  of  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Charles  Parher  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  county  of  his  nativity,  and  on  start- 
ing- out  in  life  for  himself  engaged  in  lum- 
bering until  his  marriage,  which  was  cele- 
])rate(l  in  Luzerne  county.  Aprd  13,  ii^57. 
Aliss  Mary  i'.roailfoot  becoming  his  wife. 
She.  too.  as  born  in  that  county,  and  is  one 
<>i  a  family  of  four  children,  but  b^lizabetb 
and  Jane  are  now  deceased.  Her  brother 
Robert  is  still  living.  Her  parents.  James 
and  J-:iizal)eth  (Mitchell)  P.roadfoot.  were 
nati\es  of  Scotland,  and  on  their  emigration 
to  America,  in  1S34.  located  in  Pennsyha- 
iiia,  where  the  father  died  in  1858.  By  oc- 
euiiaiion  he  was  a  farmer.  The  death  of 
his  wile  occurred  in  Illinois  .\ugust  9.  187.;. 

.\fler  his  marriage  .Mr.  Barber  engaged 
in  fai'ming  in  J'ennsyh  ania  until  the  fall  of 
]S(i().  when  he  came  to  J  lenry  county,  llli 
nois.  and  i)urcliased  a  jjartially  improved 
farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  2,  Burns 
township,  on  which  he  built  and  made  other 
improvement.s.  On  selling  that  property  in 
1875.  he  l)ought  another  eighty-acre  tract 
on  section  15.  where  he  has  since  made  hi> 
liome.  This  he  has  placed  under  a  high  slate 
of  cultivation,  and  in  connection  with  its 
operation  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  stock 
raising. 

l'nl.>  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parber  were  born 
tight  children  as  follows:    Marv  is  now  the 


wife  of  George  Snyder,  a  farmer  of  White- 
side county.  Illinois,  and  they  have  two 
children,  (ieorge  and  Arthur;  James,  a  far- 
iV'Sr  of  Burns  township,  this  county,  mar 
ried  Sarah  Martin  and  they  have  one  child. 
Mary  Elizalieth :  Francinia  is  the  wife  of 
John  Wells,  a  farmer  of  Cornwall  town- 
sl-.ip,  and  they  have  one  child.  Charles; 
Darius  and  Anna  are  both  at  home  with 
their  parents:  Clara  is  the  wife  of  I'rank 
\\'ells,  a  farmer  of  Cornwall  townshi]).  and 
they  have  one  child.  Mildred  L. ;  and  John 
who  is  now  six  feet,  four  inches  m  lieight. 
is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home  place. 

Both  Mr.  and  ]\h-s.  Barber  are  earnest 
and  consistent  memlters  of  the  [Methodist 
l-^jjiscopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  now-  trus- 
tee, and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  wli<i 
know  them.  B_\-  his  ballot  he  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  served  as  school  director  and  path- 
i-naster  for  a  number  of  years,  ^\'hen  he 
came  to  this  comity  corn  was  onl_\-  worth 
se\en  cents  ])er  bushel,  and  a  laborer  re- 
ceived but  hfty  cents  jjcr  day.  Times  were 
very  hard,  and  wild  cat  moiiev  was  ii-i  cir- 
culation, but  all  this  has  since  changetl  ami 
to-day  1  lenry  county  is  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous  and    thriving   districts    in    the   slate. 


F.  .\.  AllLL 


This  getitleman,  who  is  i)ro])rietor  of  a 
hvery.  sale  and  I'eed  stable  in  GenescM,  Illi- 
nois, was  born  ne;u-  that  city  on  the  8th  of 
June,  1 851).  and  is  a  son  ni  J,  .\dai-i-i  and 
"X'aronica  (Rink)  :\Iiller.  The  father  was 
born  in  (iermany.  in  1828.  and  in  1831  emi- 
grated to  America  with  his  parents.  He 
followed   farming  in  this  county   for  some 
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years,  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  hvery 
business,  and  stiH  later  engaged  in  teaming. 
His  death  occurred  here  in  1895.  He  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  witlely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county, 
where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  passed. 
His  wife",  who  was  a  native  of  Henry  county, 
and  a  consistent  member  of  Grace  Evangel- 
ical Church  of  Geneseo,  died  in  1897,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years.  Her  father,  Joseph 
Rink,  came  to  this  country  from  Germany 
many  years  ago. 

F.  A.  IMiller  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  the  other  being 
I\Iary,  wife  of  J.  H.  Rickel,  of  Geneseo; 
George,  highway  commissioner  of  the  same 
place;  Catherine,  wife  of  William  Baker,  a 
larmer  of  Phenix  township,  this  county; 
John  N.  and  William  L.,  both  residents  of 
Hooppole  township;  and  Clara,  wife  of  Lc- 
ander  Brown,  of  Nebraska. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject 
were  passed  uix)n  a  farm  near  Geneseo  and 
in.  that  place,  and  he  attended  both  the  coun- 
try and  city  schools.  After  the  completion 
of  his  education  he  engaged  in  teaming  for 
a  time,  taking  contracts  on  the  turnpike  and 
for  other  work.  For  three  years  he  ser\ed 
as  highway  commissioner  of  Geneseo  town- 
ship, and  for  five  years  followed  farming 
there.  He  then  embarked  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness, buying  out  Henry  Franks,  of  Geneseo. 
He  keeps  about  twenty  good  horses  and  a 
fine  line  of  buggies  and  carriages,  being- 
well  prepared  to  accommodate  the  traveling 
public.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  energetic  bus» 
iness  man,  and  very  courteous  to  his  cus- 
tomers. 

^Ir.  Miller  was  married  on  the  19th  of 
February,  1885,  to  Miss  Minnie  Kicksey,  a 
native  of  this  county,  and  a  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Caroline  (Leaflander)   Kick- 


sey. who  were  from  Germany.  By  this  union 
ha\e  l)een  born  four  children:  Leonard  A., 
Belva  A.,  Clarence  A.  and  Floyd.  Both  Mr, 
and  }klrs.  Miller  hold  membership  in  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  (iene- 
seo,  and  he  is  also  conneclecl  with  the  ]\b)dern 
Woodmen  of  America.  In  his  political  af- 
filiations he  is  a  Republican. 


HUGH  W.  I'RITCHARD. 

As  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  ener- 
getic agriculturists  of  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, this  gentleman  is  now  successfully  fol- 
lowing his  chosen  calling  on  section  14, 
Geneseo  township,  wdiere  he  owns  and  oper- 
ates a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  He  and  his  brother,  Robert  L.,  are 
also  proprietors  of  the  Sharon  Stock  farm,  a 
\aluable  farm  of  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  acres  in  Loraine  township.  Through- 
out his  active  business  career  he  has  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  is 
to-day  one  of  the  most  prosperous  citizens 
of  his  community. 

Air.  Pritchard's  early  home  was  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  for  he  was  born 
in  county  Down,  Ireland,  October  6,  1852, 
and  was  a  little  over  twelve  years  of  age  in 
1865  when  brought  to  America  by  his  par- 
ents, Henry  and  Mary  (Boyd  )Pritchard, 
who  located  in  Alba  township,  this  county, 
where  the  father  purchased  a  farm.  Suc- 
cess attended  his  well-directed  efforts  in  se- 
curing a  home  for  himself  and  family,  and 
he  became  the  owner  of  nine  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  is 
to  be  found  in  the  county.  Most  of  this  was 
wild  and  unimproved  when  it  came  into  his 
possession,  but  he  transformed    it    into    a 


450 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


liig-lily  cultivated  tract.  He  \vas  also  born 
in  CDimty  Down,  Ireland,  in  1816,  and  in 
that  country  was  married,  June  16,  1836,  to 
Miss  .Mary  Warnock,  who  died  April  14, 
1845,  leaving  four  sons,  namel}-;  William, 
horn  September  26,  1837,  died  in  ^litchell- 
ville.  Iowa.  December  29.  1899.  He  fol- 
lowed farming  very  successfully  for  many 
years,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  banking 
business  for  some  years  before  liis  death,  and 
was  the  owner  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
^ix  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  was  a  man 
of  prominence  in  his  community  and  held 
many  public  offices  of  trust.  James,  born 
^larch  5,  1839,  is  a  retired  farmer  of  Clar- 
inda.  Iowa.  Samuel,  born  February  18, 
1841,  is  a  wealthy  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Alba  township,  this  county,  where  he  owns 
(ine  thousand  acres  of  land.  He  is  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war.  Henry,  born  March  21, 
1843,  is  also  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock 
raiser,  his  specialty  being  cattle,  and  is  the 
owner  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Alba  township.  In  September, 
1S45.  the  father  wedded  ^Miss  }>Iary  Boyd, 
by  w  bom  he  had  seven  children,  as  follows : 
Alexander,  born  October  15,  1846,  is  a  very 
prominent  and  successful  farmer  and  stock 
dealer  of  Harlan,  Shelby  county,  Iowa,  own- 
ing a  number  of  highly  improved  farms  ag- 
gregating several  hundred  acres  of  land.  He 
i::  one  of  the  leading  Republicans  of  his 
commiuiity,  and  has  served  as  county  treas- 
urer two  terms.  Alice,  burn  June  3,  1848, 
CN'cr  came  to  this  country.  She  is  now  the 
widijw  (if  John  Tritchard  and  resides  on  a 
farm  in  comity  Down,  Ireland.  Robert  L.. 
l-.orn  December  11,  1849.  is  a  retired  farmer 
of  Geneseo,  who  owns  one  hundred  and  fif- 
teen acres  of  land  on  section  22,  Geneseo 
township,  and  a  iialf  interest  in  the  Sharon 
.Stock  farm  with  our  subject.     Hugh  W.  is 


next  in  order  of  birth.  Mary  J.,  born  July 
I,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  L.  Lamont,  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Prophetstown. 
Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  who  raises  a  high 
grade  of  hogs  and  cattle.  Sarah,  born  July 
7,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  McCullough, 
a  prosperous  farmer  and  stock  dealer  of 
Alarne,  Iowa.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
:\Iarch  4,  1885,  the  mother,  April  14,  1881, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Hugh  W. 
Pritchard  attended  the  district  schools  near 
his  home  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm.  He  remained  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  until  his  father's  death  in  1892, 
when  he  purchased  the  farm  in  Geneseo 
township  which  he  now  occupies.  He  has 
since  remodeled  the  residence,  making  it  a 
pleasant  and  substantial  home,  has  built 
barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and  has  also 
tiled  the  land  and  placed  it  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation. 

At  Thornburg,  Iowa,  I'ebruary  7.  1883. 
yiv.  Pritchard  was  united  in  marriage  with 
^liss  Augusta  ]\lcCracken,  a  native  of  Rock 
iskuKl  cdunty,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Eliza  (McCormick)  AlcCrackeu, 
who  were  liorn  in  county  Down,  Ireland, 
and  were  married  there  in  1831.  Her  father, 
who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born 
in  1808,  and  died  in  1884,  but  her  mother 
is  still  living  at  the  old  home  near  'I'horn- 
burg,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  In  tlieir 
famil}-  were  h\e  children,  one  son  and  four 
daughters,  all  residents  of  Keokuk  county, 
Iowa,  with  the  exception  of  }\Irs.  Pritchard. 
who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  two  children:  Maud 
I.,  who  is  now  attending  the  Gene.seo  high 
school:  and  Paul  C,  who  is  a  student  in  the 
home  school. 

liy  his  ballot  Mr.  Pritchard  supports  the 
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men  ami  measures  of  the  Republican  party 
and.  as  a  public-spirited  and  enterprising 
citizen,  he  gives  his  support  to  all  worthy 
measures  calculated  to  advance  the  moral 
educational  or  material  welfare  of  his  town- 
sh.ip  and  county.  For  some  years  he  has  been 
an  efficient  school  director,  and  at  present 
is  serving  his  fourth  year  as  a  member  of 
the  district  board.  For  some  years  he  has 
been  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Geneseo, 
and  nf)w  hokls  the  office  of  deacon  in  the 
same. 


JOHN  CARSE. 


One  of  the  highly-esteemed  citizens  of 
Phenix  township  is  this  well-known  farmer 
who  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  t,t,.  A 
r.ative  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Wayne 
count)',  January  24,  1844,  and  was  seven 
years  of  age  when  brought  to  Henry  county. 
Jllinois,  by  his  parents,  William  and  Mary 
(Finley)  Carse,  the  family  locating  on  the 
farm  where  our  subject  now  resides.  The 
father  w^as  born  in  county  Down,  Ireland, 
and  on  his  emigration  to  the  United  States 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Ohio,  w'here  he  made  his  home 
until  coming  to  this  state.  He  made  farm- 
ing his  life  occupation.  Fie  died  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-six,  having  survived  his 
wife  some  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  seven    of  whom    are    still 

Since  coming  to  this  county  John  Carse 
has  lived  on  the  old  homestead  in  Phenix 
township,  and  throughout  his  active  bus- 
iness life  has  successfully  engaged  in  gen- 
eral fanning  and  stock  raising.  As  he  has 
never  married  his  sisters,  Sarah  and  Marv, 


keep  house  for  him.  He  has  seen  the  won- 
derful changes  that  have  taken  place  in  this 
section  of  the  state  during  the  past  half  cen- 
tury, and  has  ever  borne  his  part  in  its  up- 
luiilding  and  progress.  He  is  widely  and 
favorably  known,  and  is  held  in  the  warmest 
regard  by  his  many  friends. 


JOHN  H.  WEXKE. 

This  well-to-do  and  highly-respected  citi- 
zen of  Osco  township,  residing  on  section 
3.  is  a  native  son  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Rock  Island  county,  September 
22,  1857.  His  father,  John  Wenke  was 
born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  in  1820,  and 
was  educated  in  that  country.  On  reaching 
manhood  he  entered  the  German  army,  in 
which  he  served  for  seven  years.  He  was  the 
youngest  son  of  a  large  family,  all  of  whom 
were  married  and  had  children  of  their  own 
when  he  left  the  army.  He  would  have  in- 
herited his  father's  estate,  but  being  single, 
he  made  a  settlement  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  whereby  he  received  about 
four  hundred  dollars.  He  then  made  prepa- 
rations to  come  to  the  United  States  and 
establish  a  home  of  his  own.  In  1850  he 
crossed  the  ocean  and  invested  his  capital  in 
land  in  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois,  then 
in  its  natural  state.  This  he  cleared  of 
the  timber  and  converted  it  into  a  high- 
ly cultivated  tract  after  several  years  of  hard 
labor,  during  which  he  endured  many  hard- 
ships such  as  the  early  pioneers  encounter  in 
the  settlement  of  a  community.  Flis  was 
a  very  successful  career  until  old  age  made 
it  necessary  for  him  to  retire  from  active 
labor,  which  he  did  in  1890,  purchasing  a 
home  in  Geneseo,  this  county,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  acquired  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  which  was  fully  impro\'ed  by  himself. 
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In  iS5_'  Julin  Wenke,  Sr..  returned  to 
(jermany  fen"  his  promised  bride,  ]\Iiss 
Helena  Oltmanns,  who  was  born  tliere  in 
l8_'().  After  bis  marriage  lie  returned  at 
once  to  the  home  he  had  jirepared  for  her 
in  Illinois.  Altbougb  now  well  advanced 
in  \-ears  they  still  enjoy  the  best  of  health, 
and  are  highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  them.  They  have  always  been 
active  members  and  supporters  of  the  Luther- 
an Church.  Mr.  Wenke  has  never  mingled 
in  politics  but  votes  for  the  liest  man  regard- 
less of  party  lines.  Of  a  generous  disi>osi- 
tion  he  makes  many  friends,  and  has  the  con- 
fidence of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact  either  in  business  or  social  life.  He 
is  the  father  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  early  childhood.  The  others  are 
Hannah,  wife  of  Claus  Suel,  of  Milwaukee; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Fred  Rested,  of  Geneseo; 
Fred,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Rock  Island  county ;  John  H., 
a  twin  brother  of  Fred  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch:  and  Henr}-,  a  grocer  of  (jen- 
eseo. 

John  H.  Wenke  is  indebted  to  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Rock  Island  county  for  his 
educational  advantages.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  twenty-three  years 
of  age.  During  iiis  youth  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm, 
and  during  the  last  five  years  he  remained 
tb.ereon  he  and  his  brother  operated  the 
place.  Jn  1881  be  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Helena  Oltmanns,  who  was  born 
in  Rock  Island  county,  in  1856,  a  daughter 
of  Diedrich  and  Katrina  Oltmanns,  who 
still  reside  there.  She  is  one  of  a  family 
of  nine  children  who  are  still  living,  but  with 
the  exception  of  Mrs.  John  Buell,  of  Gene- 
seo, tliey  are  scattered  through  different 
states.     Mr.  antl  Mrs.  John  H.  Wenke  have 


one  daughter.  Ruiibina  H..  who  was  born 
Xo\ember  22,  i88j,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  this  county  and  the  col- 
lege at  Geneseo,  where  she  was  graduated 
ill  1900.  She  is  now  at  home  with  lier 
parents. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  ^Ir. 
Wenke  remained  on  his  father's  farm.  He 
owned  a  tract  of  land  in  Rock  Island  county 
which  he  rented  until  1884,  and  then  sold 
en  the  purchase  of  his  present  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  on  section  3, 
Osco  township,  Henry  county.  It  has  since 
been  his  permanent  home.  At  the  time  of 
purchase  the  improvements  upon  the  place 
were  all  old,  but  he  has  rebuilt  the  residence 
and  barns,  has  tiled  the  land  and  divided  it 
into  tields  of  convenient  size  by  w^ell-kept 
fences,  making  the  farm  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive country  homes  in  the  locality.  In 
connection  with  general  farming  he  is  en- 
gag^ed  in  feeding  stock  for  market,  averaging 
one  car  load  of  cattle  and  two  of  hogs  each 
year. 

By  his  ballot  ]\Ir.  \\'enke  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  aside  from  voting  he  takes  no  active  part 
in  politics,  though  he  has  been  ofTficially  con- 
nected w^ith  the  schools  of  his  district.  He 
has  served  as  trustee,  treasurer  and  collector 
01  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  wdiich  he  holds 
membership,  and  has  always  been  promi- 
nently identihed  with  the  church  and  its 
work.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
and  universally  respected  on  account  of  his 
sterlino-  worth. 


GbX)R(;E  rE.\RT. 

.\inong  the  successful  and  well-ti>do 
agriculturists  wdio  are  carrying  on  ti.eir 
chosen  occupation  in  Kewanee  township  is 
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this  well-known  farmer  of  section  5.  14c 
was  liorn  in  Cumberlandshire,  England,  Sep- 
teniljer  ly,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Hannah  (Bell)  Peart,  natives  of  the  same 
place.  The  father  was  engaged  in  lead  min- 
ing and  gave  our  subject  the  benefit  of  his 
experience  and  knowledge  in  that  industry^ 
lie  was  born  in  1893,  and  died  in  i8-j8, 
v.hilc  his  wife  was  born  in  j8oo,  and  died  in 
1851.  They  never  left  Enghuul.  in  their 
fiuiiil}'  were  eleven  children,  naniel\' :  John, 
a  miner,  died  in  Australia,  in  1890,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  Jacob,  a  music 
teacher,  died  in  the  same  country  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Robert  is 
married  and  lives  with  his  family  in  Austra- 
lia, at  about  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
He  has  lieen  interested  in  gold  mining  for 
about  forty-five  years,  and  has  made  and  lost 
three  fortunes.  Thomas,  a  resident  of  To- 
ronto, Canada,  first  married  Jane  Gibbons, 
and  second,  Mrs.  Byrum  Levens,  and  has 
the  following  named  children :  William, 
Fred,  George,  Charles,  Hannah  Belle  and 
I\Iargaret.  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
JMilburn,  a  farmer  of  Burns  township,  this 
county,  and  they  have  two  children  living, 
Robert  and  John,  while  Anna  Belle  is  de- 
ceased. George,  our  subject,  is  the  next 
one  of  the  family.  Anna  is  the  widow  of 
William  Scott  and  a  resident  of  Kewanee. 
Her  children  are  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Eannie,  Emily  and  William.  Tamer  is  the 
wife  of  John  Stabler,  a  farmer  of  Kewa- 
nee. William,  deceased,  was  a  school  teacher 
by  occupation.  He  married  Ann  Ridlc)-,  now 
a  resident  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and  to  them 
were  born  children;  Elizabeth,  Clement, 
Effie,  Florence,  Agnes,  iNIaud  and  Morley. 
Joseph,  a  farmer  of  ]\Iissouri,  married  a 
Miss  Powell  and  has  two  children.  Joshua 
died  in  England  at  the  age  of  two  years. 


On  coming  to  the  new  world  in  1857, 
Cicorge  Peart  first  located  in  Canada,  wdiere 
ht  was  engaged  in  farming  for  eight  years, 
and  in  Oxbridge,  Canada,  he  was  married, 
November  7,  1865,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Legge,  who  was  born  in  the  town  <jf  Bee- 
ford,  Yorkshire,  England,  May  1.2.  1845, 
and  also  a  resident  of  Canada  in  1857.  Her 
father,  Robert  Legge,  was  born  in  Durham- 
shire,  England  in  1820,  and  brought  his 
family  to  America  in  1857.  He  made  farm- 
ing his  life  occupation  and  died  May  3, 
1899.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Anna  Molson,  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  March  29,  1820,  and  is  still  living 
at  Oxbridge,  Canada,  a  hale  and  hearty  old 
woman  of  eighty-one  years.  They,  too,  were 
(he  parents  of  eleven  children :  ( i )  Har- 
riet is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Archer,  a  farmer  of 
Rockwell,  Calhoun  county,  Iowa,  and  they 
have  seven  children,  John,  Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
\\'alter,  Albert,  Charles  and  Anna.  (2) 
Mrs.  Peart  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in 
this  family.  (3)  Elizabeth  married  David 
Parkin,  and  both  are  now  deceased,  together 
with  three  of  their  six  children.  Mr.  Par- 
kin was  a  farmer  of  Alanitoulin  Island.  (4) 
Charlotte  is  living  with  her  mother  in  Can- 
ada. (5)  William,  also  a  farmer  of  Mani- 
toulin  Island,  married  Jane  Warren,  and 
they  have  three  children.  (6)  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  Richard  Hoskins,  a  farmer  of  Pine- 
dale,  Canada.  (7)  George  D.  married  Sarah 
Ivladill  and  followed  farming  at  Oxbridge, 
Canada.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  de- 
ceased. (8)  Anna  L.,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Bagshaw,  a  farmer  of  Oril- 
lia,  Canada,  and  left  five  children,  Alice, 
Sarah,  Maud,  Hazel  and,  Clara.  (9)  Mar- 
garet married  first  David  Hogg,  a  contrac- 
tor, by  whom  she  had  two  sons,  and  for  her 
second   husband   she   married   Samuel    Sly, 


^54 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


by  \\lu)m  she  lia<l  one  child.  They  reside 
at  A\'hite\vood,  Manitoba.  (lo)  Robert,  a 
farmer  of  Manitoba,  married  Annie  Xen- 
some  and  lias  five  daugliters.  ( 1 1 )  Han- 
nali  -Maria  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Ball,  of 
()xl)ridge,  Canada,  and  the}'  have  live  chil- 
dren. Burt,  George,  Charles,  Rolland  and 
Mary. 

Mr.  and  JMrs.  Peart  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  as  follows:  Hannah  Maria, 
wife  of  Thomas  Dynes,  a  farmer  of  Kewa- 
nee  township,  this  county,  by  whom  she  had 
two  children,  George  C,  living,  and  R03'  P., 
deceased ;  Robert  ]\Iolson,  a  farmer  of  Anna- 
wan  township,  who  married  Lizzie  McDer- 
mott,  and  has  one  child,  Lois  E. ;  George 
D.,  a  farmer  of  the  same  township,  who 
married  Blanche  Barton  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, iMorle}'  P.  and  Thelma ;  William  N., 
John,  Jennie,  Charlotte  and  Frances,  all  at 
home. 

In  1S65,  soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Peart  came  to  the  United  States  and  located 
at  Fredericktown,  Madison  county,  Mis- 
souri, where  he  was  engaged  in  lead  mining 
,for  a  year,  but  after  sinking  a  shaft  eighty 
feet  and  not  striking  ore,  he  abandoned  the 
project  and  removed  to  Kewanee,  Illinois, 
in  1 866.  Here  he  was  engaged  in  coal  min- 
ing for  five  years,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Peart  &  Company,  his  partners  being  Isaac 
Archer  and  William  Coast.  In  1871  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Kewanee 
township,  for  which  he  paid  two  thousand 
dollars,  and  in  1880  Ixiught  another  eighty- 
acre  tract.  Subsecjuently  he  added  In-  pur- 
chase until  he  owned  four  hundred  acres, 
but  in  i8y8  .sold  eighty  acres  to  his  sort 
Robert.  Jle  has  placeil  the  land  under  a 
high  .state  of  cultivation,  and  has  .success- 
fully engaged  in  its  oi)eration.  lie  is  a 
thorough  and  systematic  farmer  and  a  sood 


rtlialile  business  man.  In  his  political  af- 
filiations he  is  a  Democrat.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  attend  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  stand  high  in  the  ccjmmunity  where  they 
reside. 


JOHX   CALVIX   DEWEY. 

This  well-kno\\n  and  prominent  grain 
dealer  of  Annawan  belongs  to  a  very  old  and 
distinguished  family.  The  Deweys  were  an 
old  feudal  family  of  French  Flanders,  from 
which  the  town  of  Douai,  France,  derived 
its  name.  Some  of  its  members  went  to 
England  with  \\'illiam  the  Conqueror  and 
settled  in  Lincolnshire,  northeast  of  Lon- 
don. The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  .Vmer- 
ica  was  Thomas  Dewey,  who  became  a  dis- 
senter and  emigrated  from  Sandwich,  Kent 
county,  England,  with  Governor  Winthrop 
and  Rev.  John  Warham.  It  is  supposed  that 
he  was  a  passenger  on  the  Lyon,  which  ar- 
rived at  Salem,  ]\Iassachusetts,  from  Bris- 
tol, England,  in  1630.  He  was  the  ct)m- 
mon  ancestor  of  the  large  and  influential 
family  now  scattered  throughout  this  cour.- 
try.  He  settled  in  Windsor,  Connecticut, 
ir.  1630.  and  from  him  our  subject  is  de- 
.'^cended  in  direct  line  through  Josiah.  who 
was  born  in  Windsor.  Connecticut,  October 

10,  1641;  Josiah,  born  in  Xorthampton, 
Mas.sachusetts.  December  24,  1666;  Will- 
iam, born  in  the  same  place,  in  January, 
169J;  Simeon,  born  in  Lel)anon.  Connecti- 
cut. May  I,  1718;  and  William,  wlio  was 
not  only  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, but  bore  the  same  relation  to  .Vdniiral 
Cieorge  Dewex",  the  hero  of  Manila  Bay.  He 
was  born  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut.  January 

1 1.  1746.  and  died  in  Hanover,  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, January  10,  1813.  He  married  Re 
becca  Carrier,  and  to  whom  were  born  four- 
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teen  children,  one  of  wliom  was  Simon, 
will  lie  snn  Julius  '^^'enias  Dewey,  was  the 
father  nf  the  Admiral.  Israel  Dewey 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  January  26, 
1777,  and  died  in  Lunenburg,  Vermont,  July 
J  I,   1862. 

Harry  Hovey  Dewey,  our  subject's, 
father,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Vermont,  De- 
cember 30,  1809,  and  was  one  of  a  family 
of  ten  children.  In  early  life  he  followed 
farming  in  Berlin  and  Lunenburg,  Ver- 
mont, removing  to  the  latter  place  in  1848. 
In  1863  he  came  to  Sheffield,  Illinois,  but 
after  residing  there  for  three  years  he  went 
to  Keosauqua,  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa. 
In  1877,  however,  he  returned  to  Sheffield, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
retirement  from  active  labor,  dying  there 
in  September,  1899.  He  married  !Miss  Mary 
Louisa  Cummings,  September  25,  1836,  who 
A\as  also  born  in  Berlin,  Vermont,  January 
19.  1 816,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Fenno  and 
Rebecca  (Smart)  Cummings.  She  died  No 
\ember  27,  1890.  By  this  union  were  born 
seven  children  whose  names  and  dates  of 
birth  were  as  folows :  Lucia  Louisa,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1837;  Anna,  December  8,  1839; 
Henry  Harrison,  March  20,  1841;  John 
Calvin,  April  18,  1843;  Benjamin  Fenno, 
November  25,  1845  '•  Mary  Evaline,  Au- 
gust 12,  1848;  and  William  Whipple,  July 
14,  1 85 1.  Anna  died  at  birth,  and  Evaline 
died   October   5,    1865. 

John  C.  Dewey,  of  this  re\-iew.  was  born 
in  Berlin.  Vermont,  and  was  reared  and  edu  - 
cated  in  his  native  state.  In  1863,  at  the  age 
(jf  twenty  years,  hs  came  with  the  family  to 
Illinois  and  settled  iu  Sheffield,  Bureau 
county,  and  there  he  enlisted.  May  14,  1864, 
in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
ninth    Illinois   Volunteer    Infanrr\-,    under 


Captain  ^^'illiam  Fairman.  He  was  honor- 
ably discharged  October  28,  1864,  and  soon 
afterward  went  to  Keosauqua,  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  eight  years. 
During  the  following  two  years  he  was  again 
a  resident  of  Sheffield,  Illinois,  and  then 
came  to  Henry  county,  being  engaged  in 
the  grain  'business  in  Atkinson  for  four 
years.  He  next  spent  two  yeairs  in  Centre- 
ville,  Iowa,  and  from  there  went  to  Mendon, 
Nebraska,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1888.  Subsequently  he  was  a  resident  of 
Loomis,  that  state,  and  in  the  spring  of  1895 
located  in  Buda,  Illinois,  where  he  lived 
until  coming  to  Anna  wan  on  the  first  of  De- 
cember, 1897.  Since  1886  he  has  engaged 
in  the  grain  business,  and  now  handles  about 
four  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  grain  an- 
nually. The  capacity  of  his  elevator  is  about 
tl;irt}-two  thousand  bushels.  He  is  a  man 
of  keen  perception,  sound  judgment  and  un- 
b(junded  enterprise,  and  to  these  character- 
i.-tics  may  be  attributed  his  success  in  life. 

On  the  30th  of  Septembei,  1880,  in  Au- 
rora, Illinois,  Mr.  Dewey  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ;\Iiss  Elizabeth  Mears,  who  was 
born  in  Chicago,  September  24,  1S54,  and  is 
a  daugliter  of  William  and  Ann  Latham, 
natives  of  Ireland.  Five  children  blessed  this 
union :  Fenno  Cummings,  born  November 
8,  1881  ;  Harry  Mars,  born  October  4,  1885  ; 
a  daughter,  who  was  born  and  died  January 
16.  1886;  Annie  Louise,  born  November  15, 
1891  ;  and  William  Joseph,  born  September 
5,  1893.  The  two  oldest  are  now  attending 
school  in  Davenport,  Iowa. 


ROSSETER  F.  SCHOONOVER. 

Among  the  leading  citizens  and  represen- 
tati\-e  farmers  of  Burns  township  is  num- 
Ijereil    Rosseter   F.    Schoonover,    of   section 
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34.  \v!io  was  iMirn  near  Marietta.  Washing- 
ton cciunty.  Ohio.  April  ii.  1833,  and  is  a 
sun  of  Henry  and  Eunice  (Hopkins) 
Schoonover.  natives  of  the  same  county.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Nicholas  Schoonover, 
was  born  in  Connecticut  of  Holland  ances- 
try, and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
Buckeve  state,  where  his  death  occurred.  He 
was  a  snldier  of  tlie  w-ar  of  1812.  and  a  far- 
n^er  b\-  c)Ccupation.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sarah  Blue,  was  also  a 
native  of  Xew  England.  The  remains  of 
l)oth  were  interred  at  Belpre,  Ohio.  The 
lather  of  (jur  subject  was  killed  March  4, 
1S42.  by  being  thrown  from  a  horse,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-seven  years.  The  mother  long 
survived  liim  and  married  again.  She  was 
eighty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  April  iS.  T893.  She  was  born  in 
Xew  Jersey,  pf  English  descent  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Ereeman  and  Sarah  (Leach) 
Hopkins,  who  mo\-ed  to  Ohio  wdien  Eunice 
was  but  two  years  old. 

Our  .subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  si.x 
children.  His  sister  Emeline,  now  the 
widciw  of  John  F.  Finch,  is  represented  on 
another  jiage  of  this  volume.  Adolphus 
enlisted  in  Cambridge  in  Company  A,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry  and  was  taken  prisoner 
while  on  duty  in  Louisiana  and  sent  to  Ty- 
ler, I'exas.  He  died  at  Shreveport,  Louis- 
iana, from  the  effects  of  his  prison  life  !\Iarch 
4.  1864,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years. 
Mary  wedde<l  .\lonzo  Reardon.  a  native  of 
Ohio,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Look- 
oiU  Mountain  during  the  Civil  war.  She 
tlied  in  Iowa,  in  i860,  leaving  two  children. 
Caroline  became  the  wife  of  Stephen  Need- 
liam.  a  farmer  of  Ohio.  Asa  enlisted  in  an 
Ohio  re.giment  in  1864,  and  served  until  the 
close  i)f  the  war.     He  married  Maggie  Ro- 


rah.  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  lives  in 
Missouri.  For  her  second  husband  the 
mother  married  Aaron  Herrington,  a  native 
of  South  Carolina,  and  by  that  union  had 
five  children,  nameh- :  Dallas,  who  mar- 
ried Ella  Breckenridge  and  follows  farming 
at  Princeton,  Illinois:  Barbara,  who  mar- 
ried William  Har\ey  and  died  in  Marion, 
Iowa;  Lillie.  wife  of  William  Wheeler,  a 
mason  of  Parkersburg.  West  Virginia;  Do- 
rinda,  wife  of  Jefiferson  Potter,  a  farmer  of 
Kewanee  township,  this  county;  and  Joseph 
who  married  Lizzie  Burford  and  lives  on  the 
lild  homestead  in  Washington  county,  Ohio. 
Rosseter  F.  Schoonover  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  assisted  his  step-father  in  the  work  ot 
the  home  farm  until  nineteen  years  of  age, 
V  hen  he  came  to  Peoria,  Illinois,  where  he 
worked  on  the  farm  of  Lyman  Hitchcock 
for  three  years,  and  on  G.  Dickinson's  farm 
two  years.  On  the  ist  of  Jaiuiary,  1857. 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  ^liss  Mar- 
gery Harlan,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Peoria  county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Mose.-. 
Harlan,  a  pioneer  of  that  county,  coming 
from  Indiana.  He  was  born  in  War- 
ren county.  Ohio,  July  5,  1787.  and  first 
married  Ann  \Tennings,  of  Ohio,  January 
28,  1813.  and  the  children  torn  to  them  were 
as  follows:  CJeorge  B.,  deceased,  married 
Sarah  Cornelison  and  lived  in  Peoria  coun- 
t\.  where  he  followed  farming;  Sarah  Hop- 
kins is  the  widow  of  Aaron  Wilkinson  and 
a  resident  of  Xew  ton,  Xebraska;  John,  a 
resi<lent  of  Xewton,  Harvey  county,  Kan- 
sas, lost  his  wife  before  the  Civil  war,  aui'l 
enlisted  at  Peoria,  Illinois,  in  1862,  remain^ 
ing  in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased : 
I'lKL'be.  a  resident  of  Princeville,  Illinois,  is 
the  widiiw  of  Rice  McMillan,  who  took  hi:< 
family  to  Oregon  about  1849;  Milton  mar- 
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ried  Susan  ("lelkenson  and  died  six  months 
after  their  marriage,  while  she  is  now  Hv- 
iv.g  in  Stuart,  Iowa ;  and  Lewis,  deceased, 
married  EveHne  Ciiapin  in  1846  and  hved 
in  Iowa.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  of 
these  children  wedded  Mary  Butler,  who 
Avas  born  in  Siienandoah  county,  Virginia. 
August  9,  1797.  By  this  union  were  horn 
four  children,  namely :  Joseph  married 
Arminda  Hadsall  and  is  at  Stuart,  Iowa, 
retired.  He  enlisted  in  the  Forty-seventh 
Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry  during  the  war, 
in  1861,  and  later  re-enlisted,  serving  in  all 
four  years.  He  came  very  nearly  losing 
his  eyesight.  Thomas  married  Lizzie 
Sterns,  of  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  and  is 
now  a  lawyer,  editor  of  a  paper  and  over- 
seer of  government  timber  in  Oregon.  Mary 
died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
and  was  buried  in  W'ethersfreld.  Margery, 
wife  of  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 
She  was  educated  in  the  country  schools 
and  remained  at  home  with  her  parents  in 
Peoria  county  until  her  marriage.  Moses 
Harlan  mo\-ed  U>  Peoria  county,  Illinois, 
about  1833,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Radner 
township.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
that  county  and  served  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature  about  1846.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Whig,  and  in  religious  belief  a  L'niver- 
salist.  He  died  September  3,  1842,  and  his 
wife,  November  21.  1876.  His  father. 
George  Harlan,  died  May  6.  1821,  aged 
eighty-two  years,  and  his  wife,  ^Margery,  in 
1 82 1,  in  her  seventy-eighth  year.  They  were 
of  the  same  family  as  Chief  Justice  Harlan. 
Immediately  after  their  marriage,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schoonover  came  to  Henr\'  county, 
and  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 27,  Burns  township,  to  which  he  has 
since  added  eighty  acres  on  section  34 :  sixty 
acres  on  the  same  section;  eighty  acres  on 


section  21 ;  and  two  hundred  acres  on  sec- 
tion 26.  The  first  eighty  acres  were  un- 
broken when  they  came  into  his  possession, 
but  the  other  tracts  were  all  under  culti- 
vation. The  improvements  that  he  has 
placed  upon  his  land  amount  to  about  eight 
thousand  dollars,  and  he  now  has  one  of  the 
l;est  and  most  desirable  farms  in  Burns 
ti.wnshii).  Besides  this  valuable  property 
he  has  a  well  improved  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  Riley  township,  Ne- 
maha county,  Kansas.  In  connection  with 
general  farming  he  is  successfully  engaged 
in  stock  raising,  his  specialty  being  hogs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schoonover  have  liecome 
the  parents  of  eleven  children:  Mary  Eunice, 
born  November  7,  1857,  first  married  John 
Wilhelm,  a  farmer  of  Burns  township,  and 
second.  William  Chadwick,  a  veteran  of  the 
Ci\il  war,  now  living  in  Nemaha  county, 
Kansas;  Joseph  Ward,  born  July  8,  i860, 
was  married  in  1886  to  Elsie  Ronstrom  and 
ij.  a  resident  of  Kewanee;  Lee  B.,  Iiorn  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1862,  was  married  September  7, 
1888,  to  Ada  Daily,  and  is  a  farmer  of 
Corning,  Kansas;  Adolphus,  born  June  13, 
1864,  married  Lizzie  Earl  and  is  a  farmer 
of  Corning,  Kansas;  Etta,  born  November 
6,  1868,  died  at  the  age  of  nearly  four 
years;  Emeline,  born  February  14,  1871,  is 
the  wife  of  John  Anderson,  of  Nobles  coun- 
ty, ^Minnesota;  John  Rosseter,  Ixmi  Octo- 
ber 28,  1873,  wedded  ]\Iary  Helchsell  and  is 
a  farmer  of  Galva  township,  this  county; 
Grace,  born  January  10,  1876,  is  the  wife 
of  L}-man  Snyder,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  the  home  place;  Ruea.  born  August 
20,  1879,  's  the  wife  of  Orville  Snyder,  a 
farmer  of  Burns  township:  Olive,  born 
]March  8,  1882.  is  at  home  with  her  parents; 
and  Bethula.  born  January  6.  1887.  died 
No\-ember  7,  1887. 
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Since  casting  liis  first  presidential  \-ote 
fur  John  C.  Fremont,  in  1856,  Mr.  Schoon- 
over  has  I:)een  a  standi  supporter  of  the  Re- 
puhhcan  jiart}'.  and  he  has  most  efficiently 
filled  the  office  of  school  director.  His  wife 
is  a  niemher  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  hoth  are  held  in  high  regard 
bv  all  who  know  them. 


LOUIS  OBERG. 

This  well-known  and  energetic  farmer 
residing  on  section  20.  Galva  township,  was 
I)orn  in  Sweden  on  the  29th  of  September, 
1849.  H'^  ])arents  died  in  that  country  and 
there  two  sisters  still  reside,  but  his  only 
lirother.  John  Olierg.  is  also  engaged  in 
farming  in  (lalva  township,  this  county.  By 
occupation  the  father  was  also  an  agri- 
culturist. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
and  early  in  life  gained  a  good  practical 
knowledge  of  agricidtural  pursuits,  although 
his  literary  education  was  limited.  He 
ci>utinued  to  engage  in  farming  in  the  land 
of  his  birth  until  1875.  when  he  determined 
to  try  his  I'ortune  in  the  United  States. 
where  he  believed  that  better  opportunities 
were  aff'orded  ambitious  young  men.  On 
crossing  the  ocean  that  year  he  came  direct 
to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  worked 
by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  until.  1879, 
ard  then  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  em 
l)!oyed  in  a  furniture  factory  for  six  years. 
On  the  ex])i ration  of  that  period  he  returned 
t'--  Henry  county,  and  resumed  farming. 
After  renting  land  for  some  time  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  20,  Galva  townshiii, 
which  is  well  tiled,  under  a  high  state  of 
cullixation  ;ind   improved  with  good  build- 


ings. He  carries  on  nii.xed  farming  and  is 
meeting  with  well-deserved  success  in  his 
labors.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farm- 
ers Elevator  of  Galva.  and  is  also  inter- 
ested in  the  W'estrand  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  that  place. 

In  1879  ]\Ir.  Oberg  married  Miss  Kate 
Peterson,  who  was  Ixirn  in  Sweden,  De- 
cember 9,  1844,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1869. 
Her  parents  Ijoth  died  in  Sweden,  but  .she 
has  one  sister,  Annie,  wife  of  Emil  W'al 
gren,  who  resides  in  Chicago:  Peter,  w bo- 
died in  Chicago,  in  1898:  and  five  others 
wdio  reside  in  the  old  countrw  namel}' : 
Elsie,  Christine,  Eric,  Andrew  and  lietsw 
Of  the  four  children  born  to  Mr.  and  :\Irs. 
Oberg.  Jennie,  born  in  Chicago,  died  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  ni<.)nths:  and  .Mben  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years.  l-'stber,  born 
January  7.  t88,^.  and  Edward,  born  May 
7.  1885.  ha\-e  Iieen  educated  in  the  country 
school  near  their  home. 

Mr.  Oberg  gives  his  political  suiqiort  to 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  lieen  called  upon  to  fill  local 
offices.  He  is  now  serving  as  highway  com- 
missioner and  school  trustee,  and  is  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
his  connunnit\-. 


II  CGI  1  A.  CALHOl'X. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
])rospcrons  and  successful  agricultnrist>  of 
(ialva  township,  has  made  his  home  in 
llenry  county  since  \H(i^.  .\  natixc  of  Illi- 
nois, he  was  born  in  Stark  comuy.  I'ebru- 
ary  jo.  i8()i.  his  ])arenls  being  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Galhraith)  Calhoun,  both  now  de- 
ceased. The  father  was  born  in  the  north 
of  Ireland  in  1824.  and  when  twenty-four 
vears    of    age   came   to   the    United    States. 
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spending  abont  nine  years  in  Pliiladelphia, 
Penns\dvania.  In  1856  lie  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Stark  county.  Illinois,  where  he 
lived  until  1865,  where  he  came  to  Henry 
county  and  rented  a  farm  imtil  the  spring 
of  1866.  where  he  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  what  is  now  the  old  home 
farm,  to  which  he  added  until  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  owned  fnur  hundred  acres, 
and  carried  on  an  extensixe  busmess  as  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He  continued  in 
active  business  until  to  the  time  of  his  death 
ii.  1887,  aufl  two  years  previous  made  a  trip 
to  the  land  of  his  birth.  After  his  death 
his  widow  and  Fred  Calhoun  carried  nn  the 
farm  until  her  death.  January  30,   1897. 

Hugh  A.  Calhoun  is  the  sixth  in  orcler 
of  birth  in  a  famil\-  of  ten  children  who 
reached  }'ears  of  maturity,  while  one  died 
ill  infancy.  The  others  are  Mary,  wife  of 
Daniel  .M.  Towner,  of  Chicago;  Margaret. 
wife  of  T.  W.  Patterson,  station  agent  at 
(iranger.  Illinois:  Andrew  (i..  a  resident  of 
(iah'a  tiiwnship,  this  county:  Prudence, 
wife  of  Harry  Resseguie.  of  (ial\-a  town- 
ship; Reliecca.  wife  of  James  A.  Ayres,  <)f 
Kansas:  .Susan,  wife  of  Thomas  H. 
Jnhnson.  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  Work;  William  \\"..  assistant  cashier 
of  the  Kewanee  Union  National  Bank; 
Henry  C.  an  attorney  of  Chicago;  and, 
Fred  (-'..  who  lives  on  the  old  home  farm. 
All  of  the  family  ha\'e  received  good  cum- 
mon-school  educations,  while  some  are  grad- 
uates of  the  Galva  schools,  and  have  taught 
in  different  schools. 

The  subject  of  this  review  grew  to  man- 
hood on  the  home  farm  in  Gah-a  township, 
and  assisted  in  its  o]3eration  until  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  when  he  rented 
land  of  bis  father  and  commenced  farming  on 
his  own  account.     He  has  successfully  en- 


gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing-, and  is  now  owner  of  the  north  half  of 
section  9,  Galva  township,  which  he  has  con- 
verted into  a  well  improved  farm.  He  is 
also  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Galva;  a  stockholder 
of  the  Farmers  Ele\-ator  at  that  ])lace:  and 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Fariuers  Mu- 
tual Insurance  Company  of  Kewanee.  which 
is  one  of  the  strongest  insurance  companies 
in  this  section  of  the  state,  as  it  represents 
ii\cr  one  mill'on  dollars  worth  of  property 
in  six  townships.  .\s  a  business  man  Mr. 
Calhoun  is  prompt,  energetic  and  notably  re- 
liable, and  generally  carries  forward  to  suc- 
cessful completion  whatever  he  undertakes, 
takes. 

He  is  an  active  worker  for  the  Republic- 
an |jarty  and  its  jirinciples.  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  county  conventions.  He  has 
served  as  road  commissioner  se\en  years ; 
townshi])  school  trustee  one  term ;  and 
school  director  for  twelve  years.  Religious- 
ly. Ire  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
co])al  Church,  antl  socially  is  connected 
with  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  Xo.  408,  ot 
(ialva.  in  which  he  has  ])assecl  through  all 
the  chairs,  and  which  he  has  represented  in 
the  grand  lodge,  where  he  servetl  on  a 
committee.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  Camp  Xo.  241.  and  has  served  as 
\enerable  consul.  In  social  affairs  he  is 
i|uite  popular,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  and  prominent  citizens  of 
Galva  township. 


JOHX   SFLM.XX. 

-Sweden  has  furnished  to  the  new  world 
no  more  wr.)rth}-  citizen  than  Jrihn  Selman, 
a  i)rominent  and  influential  farmer  residing 
ou  section    12.  Galva  township.      He    was 


46o 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


born  in  Smoland.  on  the  i_^th  of  September, 
1830.  His  ])arents  1)oth  died  in  Sweden, 
bnt  live  ot  the  family,  four  sons  and  one 
(laus^hier.  came  to  the  L'nited  States,  and 
tliree  of  tlie  numlier  are  still  living,  these 
being  John,  our  subject;  Charles  G.,  a 
miner  of  ^bmtana:  and  J.  A.,  a  farmer  of 
Bureau  county,  Illinois. 

John  Selman  acquired  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  scliools  of  his  native  land, 
but  his  knowledge  of  the  English  language 
lias  lieen  obtained  through  his  own  unaided 
efforts  since  coming  to  this  country.  It  was 
in  i87_'  that  he  crossed  tlie  .\tlantic  and 
kmded  in  New  York,  whence  he  went  to 
Pennsyh'ania,  where  he  worked  for  a  rail- 
road company  and  also  in  a  sawmill  for  a 
time.  On  coming  to  Illinois,  he  first  lo- 
cated in  Jersey  county,  and  later  came  to 
Knox  county,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  for  about  one-half  year,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  rented  land,  making 
his  home  in  Henry  county  since  tKjg.  In 
iSi),^  he  purchased  his  ])resent  farm  of  one 
Innidred  and  si.xty  acres  on  section  12, 
Gah'a  township,  and  has  since  added  to  it 
many  improvements,  so  that  it  is  now  one 
of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  its  size  in 
the  jocalit}'.  It  is  supijlied  with  good  and 
subst.-nuial  buildings,  the  land  is  well  tiled 
an<l  under  a  high  stale  i>f  cultivation  and 
exerything  about  the  ])lace  indicates  the 
thrift  and  progressi\e  spirit  of  the  owner, 
who  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  thorough 
f.'irmers  and  stock  raisers  in  the  community. 

In  1878  Mr.  Selman  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sehn;i  A.  Brandin,  also 
:l  nalixe  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  .\mcrica 
with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 
'J'liey  are  still  living  in  Jamestown,  New 
"^'ork.  One  sister,  Xaimie,  wife  of  C.  M. 
I'eierson.    is    a    resident    of    Kni>x    countx'. 


Illinois.  ]\Ir.  and  ^Nlrs.  Selman  have  seven 
children,  namely:  Carl  Julius,  an  employe 
of  the  Western  Tube  Company,  of  Kewa- 
nee:  Bertha  .\lfreda.  ^Minnie,  Xannie,  Will- 
iam, Raymond  and  ^^era,  all  at  home.  The 
children  have  attended  the  schools  at  Galva. 
In  politics  ^Ir.  Selman  has  always  affiliated 
viith  the  Republican  party.  For  one  term 
he  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in 
district  No.  5.  JHIe  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  in  limited  circumstances,  but  through 
his  own  \\-ell-directed  efforts  has  prospered, 
and  has  not  onl\"  won  a  comfortable  com- 
petence but  has  also  gained  the  warm  re- 
gard of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
(luaintances. 


EION.    \\ILLIAM    LORENZO   WILEY. 

Henry  ci.iunt}'  has  been  the  home  and 
scene  of  lal)or  of  many  men  who  have  not 
onl_\-  led  li\-es  that  should  serve  as  an  exam- 
ple to  those  who  come  after  them  but  ha\-e 
also  been  of  imjjortant  service  to  their  city 
and  county  through  various  avenues  of  use- 
fulness. AuKiiig  them  must  be  numbered 
William  L.  Wiley,  who  passed  away  August 
2,  1900.  after  a  life  of  industry,  and  rich 
in  those  r.nre  possessions  which  only  a  high 
(.haracter  can  gi\e. 

He  was  liorn  in  Rockingham.  \'ermont, 
Noxcmber  10.  1820,  a  son  of  William 
Campbell  and  Mary  (Perry)  Wile}-.  The 
father  was  born  near  New  Boston,  New 
Hampshire,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  coming 
from  the  clan  of  Campbells.  The  mother  was 
of  English  extraction,  and  on  the  maternal 
side  belonged  to  the  Fletcher  family,  which 
was  an  old  and  prominent  one  in  New  ]'"ng- 
l;md.  lioth  parents  died  in  \"ermont.  By 
occupation  the  father  was  a  fanner  and  stock 
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raiser.  All  of  his  three  sons  lield  interests 
in  the  west.  G.  R.  came  to  Henry  county, 
liHnois,  soon  after  his  l)rother  WiUiam  L., 
located  here  and  died  in  Galva,  July  30, 
1868.  Henry  C.  died  at  Saxton's  River, 
^'ermont,  JMarch  28,  1898. 

The  primary  educatioi:  of  William  L. 
A\'ile\-  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  Green  Mountain  state,  and  later  lie 
attended  the  academies  of  the  east,  hecomin^- 
a  well-educated  man.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  a  farm  and  later  engaged  in  ])'iri 
nership  with  his  uncle.  Gates  Perry,  for  a 
time.  Selling  his'  interest  in  the  business 
he  went  to  Waterville,  Maine,  where  he  was 
interested  in  the  wool  trade. 

On  first  coming  to  Illinois,  in  185 1,  Mr. 
^\'iley  located  in  Brimfield,  Peoria  county, 
\\here  he  purchased  property,  and  two  years 
later  took  possession  of  the  same,  making 
some  improvements  thereon.  In  the  fail  of 
1853  he  bought  the  land  where  Galva  is  now 
located,  and  in  partnership  with  his  cousin, 
laid  out  the  town  before  the  railroad  war, 
built.  He  purchased  many  farms  in  this 
count}-,  which  he  improved  and  then  sold  at 
a  profit,  and  as  a  business  man  had  a  very 
successful  career.  He  became  connected 
with  the  banking  interests  of  Galva,  and  was 
the  first  president  of  the  National  Bank  of 
that  place.  Later  his  cousin,  D.  L.  Wiley, 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  business,  which 
they  carried  on  together  until  their  charter 
expired,  when  it  was  merged  into  the  bank 
belonging  to  the  firm  of  L.  ]M.  Yocum  & 
Company,  who  still  conduct  it.  Our  subject 
served  as  cashier  for  a  time  after  this  change, 
but  on  account  of  ill  health  was  obliged  to 
resign  that  position  and  retire  from  active 
business  cares.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
■owned  a  farm  in  Galva  township,  but  most 


of  his  landed  mterests  were  in  Iowa  and  still 
belong  to  the  estate. 

In  April,  1842,  Mr.  Wiley  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Louise  Bailey,  also 
a  native  of  Windham  county,  Vermont,  by 
\vhom  he  had  one  son,  Walter  Lorenzo,  who 
was  born  at  Saxton's  River,  that  state,  Jan- 
uary 6,  1844,  and  died  in  Galva,  Illinois, 
May  22,  1862.  His  wife  died  on  the  i  ith  of 
July,  the  same  year,  at  which  time  Mr. 
Wiley  was  very  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  and 
knew  nothing  of  his  loss.  He  was  again 
married,  February  1 1,  1864,  his  second  union 
being  with  ]\Iiss  Eunice  B.  Williams,  of 
Galva,  who  was  also  born  in  Oneida  county, 
New  York,  and  daughter  of  Edson  and  Cor- 
inthia  (Spencer)  Williams  and  who  c;une  to 
this  country  at  an  early  day.  They  became 
parents  of  two  children,  Jessie  L.,  now  the 
wife  of  Alfred  Hare,  of  Galva;  and  Walter 
S.,  who  died  April  2,  1879,  at  the  age  of 
seven  vears.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
April  25,  1883.  On  the  25th  of  July,  1895. 
:Mr.  \\iley  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Kate  Garey,  who  v/as  born  in  Tamaqua, 
Pennsylvania,  in  September,  185 1,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Marsden) 
Garey.   Her  father  died  in  that  state  in  1853. 

Public-spirited  and  progressive  Mr. 
Wiley  always  took  an  active  interest  in  ad- 
vancing the  welfare  of  his  town,  and  gave 
of  his  time  and  money  to  promote  various 
enterprises.  He  was  a  stockhplder  of  the 
Hayes  Pump  &  Planter  Company,  and  also 
a  large  stockholder  of  the  Galva  State  Bank, 
of  which  he  was  a  director  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  cast  his  first  presidential  \-ote 
for  Henry  Clay,  the  Whig  candidate  and 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
joined  its  ranks,  always  taking  an  active  in- 
terest in  political  affairs.     He  was  a  delegate 
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to  tlie  national  con\-ention  in  Chicago  of  his 
party  that  nominated  Grant  in  1868,  and 
for  foiu'  years  was  a  memi^er  of  the  board 
of  equalization.  He  secured  the  right  of 
^vay  for  the  Rock  Island  &  Peoria  railroad 
through  Galva.  and  was  one  of  the  directors 
and  vice-president  of  the  company  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  last  public  office 
which  he  held  was  that  of  president  of  the 
board  of  equalization.  For  sixty-four  years 
he  was  an  earnest  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  always  held  some  of- 
fice, serving  as  trustee  and  treasurer,  as  well 
as  leader  of  the  choir  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  took  a  very  active  and  influential  part  in 
church  work,  and  in  his  younger  years 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
schoiil.  He  was  of  a  poetic  turn  of  mind 
and  wrote  man}-  lieautiful  poems.  In  dailv 
life  and  actiim  he  was  ever  genial  and  af- 
lalile.  and  his  friendship  was  highly  prized. 


J.  D.  DICKIXSOX,  v..  D. 

For  half  a  century  Dr.  Dickinson  has 
been  a  resident  of  Henry  county,  and  has 
lieen  one  uf  the  leading  practitioners  of 
Galva  since  September.  1877.  He  was 
born  in  Oberlin,  Ohio.  January  13,  1846. 
a  son  of  Richard  and  Edna  (Xeedham) 
Dickinson.  His  ancestors  were  originally 
from  England,  but  the  familj^  was  founded 
in  Xew  England  many  generations  ago.  In 
early  life  the  Doctor's  father  followed  the 
carpenter's  trade.  Init  took  up  farming  about 
1848,  and  devoted  his  remaining  years  to 
that  pursuit.  He  brought  his  family  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  1850.  He  was 
born  in  Randolph.  Ohio,  in  1818,  and  died 
ir    W'etherstield    townshij)     in  1897,    while 


his  wife  was  born  in  [Massachusetts  in  1814, 
and  died  in  1868.  They  had  three  sons:  J. 
D.,  our  subject;  Oliver  ^^^,  a  carpenter  of 
\\'illiamstown,  \'ermi>nt:  and  George  A., 
agent  for  the  Prudential  Insurance  Com- 
pany at  Galva. 

Dr.  Dickinson  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Wethersfield  and  the  academy  at  Kewa- 
nee.  and  also  pursued  a  classical  course  at 
W'heaton.  Illinois,  which  course,  however, 
lit  was  unable  to  complete  on  account  of 
sickness.  For  a  time  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  this  .state,  and  then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  ^lihvaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company,  as  land  ex- 
aiuiner  from  St.  Paul  to  Breckenridge.  Min- 
nesota, which  position  he  filled  for  six 
months.  He  studied  medicine  -for  a  time 
\\ith  Dr.  Parsons,  of  Kewanee,  and  then  at- 
tended lectures  at  Hahnemann  ^Medical  Col- 
lege, Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated March  19,  1874,  and  then  engaged  in 
practice  with  his  former  preceptor  at  Kewa- 
nee for  a  short  time.  He  followed  his  chosen 
].rofession  at  W'ataga.  Knox  county,  from 
the  spring  of  1875  "''"^'1  t'l^  *^1'  ^'f  ^^77- 
and  then  came  to  (iaha,  where  he  has  since 
had  his  office.  \\"nh  the  growth  of  the  town 
his  patronage  steadily  increased,  and  he  now 
enjoys  a  good  practice,  which  extends 
many  miles  into  the  surrounding  country. 
He  has  met  with  well  merited  success,  and 
owns  a  pleasant  home  in  Galva. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1875,  '»  ^^'t^th- 
ersfield.  Dr.  Dickinson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  E\'a  Ray,  who  was  born  in 
St.  Lawrence  county,  Xew  York,  in  1854. 
ar:d  came  to  Henry  county  when  fourteen 
years  of  age.  As  her  mother  had  died  when 
she  was  but  five  years  old  she  made  her  home 
with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Cornelia  Oliver,  who  is 
p.ow  living  in  Kewanee  at  the  age  of  sev- 
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enty  years.  Mr?.  Dickinson's  father  was  a 
lawyer  and  school  teacher  I)y  profession.  He 
resided  in  Xew  \'ork  state  until  two  years 
after  his  marriage  when  he  removed 
tn  Michigan,  where  he  died.  While  residing 
in  the  latter  state  he  devoted  his  time  to 
law.  serving  at  one  time  as  county  judge. 
He  was  \ery  successful  in  the  practice  of 
law. 

In    ijolitical    sentiment    the    Doctor    is   a 


Reimhlican.     He    was    ma 


,f  Galva    m 


1899;  has  served  on  the  school  hoard,  during 
which  time  the  new  school  house  was  erected 
in  1894.  He  takes  quite  an  active  part  in 
religious  affairs  as  a  memher  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  antl  is  now  serving  as 
deacon  of  the  same.  He  is  a  member  and 
examining  physician  of  the  ^Modern  Wood- 
men Camp,  Xo.  241 ;  the  Fraternal  Tribunal 
Camp,  Xo.  10:  and  the  Bankers'  Life  insur- 
ance Com])any  of  Des  ^loines.  Iowa.  As  a 
physician  he  stands  deservedly  high  among 
Iiis  professional  brethren,  and  as  a  citizen 
merits  and  receives  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him. 


HOX.  CHARLES  C.  WILSOX. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  memljers 
(if  the  legal  profession  in  Henry  county, 
and  one  who  is  known  not  alone  within  its 
borders,  but  throughout  the  state  and  na- 
tion, is  the  Hon.  Charles  C.  Wilson,  of  Ke- 
wanee.  He  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  September  18,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of 
Enoch  and  Abigail  (Richardson)  Wilson,  the 
former  a  native  of  Wrentham.  ?^Iassachu- 
sctts,  and  the  latter  of  Portland,  IMaine. 
They  were  the  jiarents  of  fourteen  children, 
(if  whom  the  judge  was  eighth  in  order  of 
birth. 

In  his  native  state  Judge  Wilson  grew 


to  manhood,  and  in  its  schools  he  received 
Ins  early  education.  In  his  lioyhood  and 
youth  the  great  west  was  a  popular  theme 
of  discussion,  and  Illinois  was  considered 
a  part  of  that  country,  and  to  this  state  he 
determined  to  come  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. Accordingly,  about  the  time  he 
attained  his  majority,  he  came  to  Illinois, 
and  for  a  time  made  his  home  in  Stark 
ciiunty.  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
and  began  farming.  In  1854,  however,  he 
gave  up  the  farm  and  began  the  stud\-  of 
law,  and  ])ursued  the  same  with  diligence 
and  energv  until  1859,  at  which  time  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  at  f)nce  began  the 
])ractice  of  his  profession  in  Bureau  coun- 
t\-,  but  in  a  few  months  after  he  removed 
to  Kewanee.  then  a  small  village,  and  here 
he  has  since  continued  to  reside. 

It  was  not  long  after  his  settlement  in 
Kewanee  before  bis  ability  as  an  attorney  be- 
came known  and  acknowledged,  and  in 
1864  he  was  nominated  and  elected  district 
attorney  for  the  fifth  judicial  district,  and 
served  with  honor  and  credit  for  four  years. 
He  was  then  ajjpointed  Ijy  President  J  'm- 
son.  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Utah,  a  position  he  filled  with  marked  credit 
until  he  resigned  in  the  latter  jjart  of  1870- 
and  returned  to  Kewanee. 

In  1850.  just  prior  tn  his  removal  to 
Illinois,  Judge  Wilson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  INIaria  X.  Benham,  a  native 
of  \'ermont,  and  daughter  of  Judge  Ben- 
ham,  of  Chittenden  county,  that  state. 
Thev  were,  however,  married  in  Massachu- 
setts. By  this  uninn  seven  children  were 
born,  all  of  whom  are  yet  li\-ing — Jennie 
:^L.  Abbie,  Laura  M.,  Charles  E.,  Cnra. 
George  and  Edward. 

In  politics.  Judge  Wilson  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  a  party  with  which  be  has  been 
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associated  ever  since  its  organization.  He 
has  ne\'er  sougiit  ])oIitical  preferment,  al- 
though he  consented  to  serve  one  term  as 
mayor  of  Kewanee.  He  has  repeatedly 
refused  nominations  to  ofhce.  including  that 
of  a  member  uf  congress,  a  position  that 
lie  w.iuld  liavc  tilled  with  credit  and  to  tlie 
satisfaclidu  of  all.  He  has  ever  been  will- 
ing to  give  of  his  time  t(i  the  interests  of 
his  party  and  the  welfare  of  his  friends, 
responding  to  any  and  all  calls  when  his 
health  would  iiermit.  The  city  of  Kewanee 
has  always  found  in  him  a  steadfast  friend, 
■one  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  consistent 
with  good  business  judgment  to  advance 
its  interests.  He  lias  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  fostering  local  manufacturing  in- 
dustries, and  has  been  a  large  stockholdei 
in   such  enterprises. 

^lodest  and  unassuming",  but  with  abili- 
ties that  would  have  made  him  a  name  and 
fame  in  larger  cities.  Judge  Wilson  has 
pursued  the  e\'en  tenor  of  his  way,  content 
ti  lie  numbered  with  those  of  his  fellow 
citizens  who  cared  not  for  high  honors, 
T)nt  who  will  be  remembered  l)y  future  gen- 
erations for  the  general  imjiress  of  their 
character  on  those  with  whom  they  were 
surrounded.  He  is  certainly  a  high  tyjie 
of  tlie  ;\merican  citizen,  and  his  friends 
are  numerous  througonc  county  and  state, 
and  those  who  know  him  ha\e  for  him  the 
greatest   esteem. 


\'.   L.   .WDKRSO.V. 

One  of  the  busiest,  most  energetic  and 
jiiost  enterprising  business  men  of  Annawan. 
Illinois,  is  \'.   L,   Anderson,    an    extensive 


grain  and  lumber  dealer.  He  was  born  near 
Bergen,  Norway,  on  the  2nd  of  February, 
1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Lars  and  Julia  (Hol- 
stensen)  Anderson,  both  natives  of  that  im- 
mediate locality.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Andrew  Anderson,  a  millwright  by 
trade,  who  ran  a  sawmill  and  also  engaged 
in  farming.  He  sjient  his  entire  life  in 
Xorway  and  died  at  about  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  In  1866  the  parents  of  our  subject 
came  to  .America  in  a  sailing  vessel,  landing 
in  Quebec,  Canada,  after  six  weeks  spent 
u]x)n  the  water.  They  proceeded  at  once  to 
Xorwa}-,  La  Salle  count}',  Illinois,  where  the 
father  luade  his  home  until  called  to  his 
iinal  rest  August  2-.  1871,  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine  years.  In  his  nati\-e  land  he  had 
followed  the  stone  mason's  trade  and  im- 
mediately after  locating  here  he  resumed 
tb.at  occupation,  to  which  he  de\-oted  his  en- 
ergies throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  widow  still  survives  him  at  the  age  of 
eiglity-one  vears,  and  now  makes  her  home 
in  Sheridan,  La  Salle  county.  Their  fam- 
ilv  consisted  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
C.ertrude,  deceased  wife  of  David  Cothren. 
of  Xorway.  Illinois  Andrew,  who  spent  a 
sfiort  time  in  this  cmmtry  and  then  returned 
to  his  native  land,  where  he  died  in  the 
winter  of  1900;  Julia,  wife  of  O.  Clement- 
son,  of  Oklahoma,  Illinois:  Johannes,  a 
sailnr.  who  lost  his  life  in  the  North  Sea; 
Halsten,  a  resident  of  Norway:  \'.  L.,  our 
subject:  John,  a  farmer  of  Sandwich.  Illi- 
TMiis:  and  Harney  and  Canmer,  both  farm- 
ers of  Sheridan,  Illinois. 

^'.  L.  Aniler.'^on  acquired  his  primary 
education  in  the  schools  of  Norway,  and 
after  coming  with  his  parents  to  this  coun- 
trv  attended  the  i)ublic  schools  of  T-a  Salle 
countv,  Illinois,  for  a  time.     .\t  the  age  of 
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nineteen  he  commenced  farming  on  his  own 
account  at  Sheridan,  tliat  county,  and  was 
tlius  emi)i<.)yetl  lor  tinx'C  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  lie  accepted  a  position  with  the 
tirni  of  Conrtriglit  &  Company,  grain  deal- 
ers of  ;\Iinington,  Illinois,  in  whose  employ 
he  remained  until  i8(S8.  when  he  leased  theii 
ele\ator  at  that  i)lace  and  embarked  in  the 
grain  business  on  his  own  account.  He 
continued  business  at  that  place  until  JS97, 
and  in  h^bruary,  iSijS,  removed  to  Lee, 
Lee  county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  same  line  of  trade  nntil  coming  to 
Annawan,  in  ^lay,  1899.  Here  he  pur- 
chased the  west  elewitor  of  Marcellus 
Brothers,  and  lias  since  enlarged  and  re- 
modeled it  extensively  until  its  capacity  has 
l)een  tripletl.  It  is  now  a  modern  up-to- 
date  elexator.  ]\Ir.  Anderson  now  handles 
about  two  hundred  thousand  bushels  of 
grain  per  year,  while  his  business  is  steadily 
ir.creasing,  and  he  also  owns  and  operates  a 
lumber  yard,  where  he  does  quite  an  'exten- 
si\e  business.  He  is  a  man  of  keen  i^ercep- 
tion,  sound  judgment  and  unbounded  en- 
terprise and  to  these  characteristics  may  be 
attributed  his  wonderful  success  in  business 
affairs. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  October,  1886,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Air.  y\nderson  and 
?\liss  Cora  Watters,  of  Millington,  Illinois, 
a  daughter  of  I.  B.  S.  Watters,  and  by  this 
union  have  been  born  two  children,  Vera  and 
La  Verne.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Ander- 
son is  decidedly  a  Prohibitionist,  and  in  his 
social  relations  he  is  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternitjr,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  IModern  Woodmen  of  America. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are 
people  of  the  highest  respectability. 


WILLIAM  ROBERTS. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  Burns  township, 
and  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  .raising  in  Burns  township. 
He  was  born  in  Oswego,  New  York,  on  the 
5th  of  November,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of 
:\Iichael  and  JNIinerva  (Atchison)  Roberts, 
natives  of  Maine  and  Xew  York,  respect- 
ively. Coming  west  in  1833,  the  father  first 
located  in  Peoria  and  soon  after  moved  to 
Fulton  county,  Illinois,  but  in  1853  came 
to  Henry  county,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  By  occupation  he,  too, 
was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He  hauled 
the  first  stone  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  Peoria  court  house,  and  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  public  affairs  in  early 
days.  He  died  December  25,  18S1,  and  his 
wife  departed  this  life  April  27,  1874,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Cosners 
cemetery.  Li  their  family  were  thirteen 
children  but  only  four  are  now  living.  Their 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows: 
Diantha,  September  15,  1823;  Ann,  Au- 
gust 2^,  1824;  John,  April  2,  1826;  Alme- 
da,  February  5,  1828;  Edwin,  December 
12,  1829;  William,  November  5,  1831;  Ja- 
cob, November  5,  1833;  Stephen,  October 
I,  1835;  Henry,  January  i,  1838;  Fauces, 
June  10,  1839;  Martha,  February  10,  1844. 
Of  these  Stephen  served  three  years  as  a 
member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twelftn 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  Ci\  il 
war,  and  took  part  in  several  important 
battles.  Henry  was  also  numbered  among 
the  boys  in  blue  of  that  regiment.  While  re- 
turning from  a  foraging  expedition  through 
Tennessee  he  and  others  entered  the  coni- 
misary's  store  at  Lebanon,   Kentuck}-,   and 
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cine  of  tlie  number  carelessly  discharged  an 
old  carbine,  which  was  believed  to  be  un- 
loaded. Tlie  discharge  ignited  the  powder 
and  he  with  l(_)ur  others  were  burned  to 
death,  dying  after  tweUe  hours  of  the  mo^t 
intense  suffering. 

William  Roberts  accompanied  the  family 
Liii  their  removal  to  Illinois.  On  the  30th 
of  December,  1852,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  Esther  Green,  who  was 
also  born  in  Xew  York,  December  25,  1837. 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Esther  (Atchin- 
chinson,  \\as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  and  in  recognition  of  his  services  re- 
ceived a  pension  in  the  way  of  a  grant  of 
land.  He  died  in  this  county  and  was  buried 
in  Cosners  cemetery.  Mrs.  Roberts  is  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  four 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows  :  Horace 
enlisted  in  the  fall  of  1861,  in  the  Forty- 
second  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry,  and  after 
serving  one  }-ear  contracted  measles.  He  re- 
turned home  and  died  from  the  eft'ects  of  the 
disease,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Cos- 
ners cemetery.  Lyman,  now  a  resident  of 
-Atkinson,  this  county,  was  in  the  one-huri- 
dred  day  service  as  a  member  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment.  Walter  now  makes  his 
home  in  Nebraska. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  are  the  parents  of 
si.x  children,  namely:  Ida,  born  Alarch  4, 
1854,  died  September  10,  1855.  Emma, 
born  Oct(jber  9,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  \\'ill- 
ia.m  Mahony,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  where 
he  is  now  engaged  in  farming,  and  the}- 
ha\e  three  sons,  William,  Clarence  and  El- 
mer. Frank  E.,  born  November  24,  1859. 
died  September  24,  i860.  Elmer  E.,  born 
October  23,  1861,  married  Addie  Long,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Burns  townshi]x 
'lliey  have  four  children,  Clyde,  Esther, 
•Clara  and  Belva,     Laura  V.,  born  Tune  16, 


1865,  is  the  wife  oi  Samuel  Pugh.  oi  Ke- 
wanee,  and  they  have  one  child,  ^lorton. 
Roscoe  E.,  born  January  23,  1871,  married 
Millicent  Gerkin  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Bm"ns  township. 

Throughout  his  active  business  life  Mr. 
Roberts  has  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  short  horn 
cattle.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  dairy 
business,  and  manufactures  butter  cjuite  ex- 
tensively. He  owns  and  successfully  oper- 
ates a  fine  farnr  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
buildings.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  He  first  bought  eighty  acres  of 
liis  present  farm,  which  he  improved  and 
added  to  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  keeps 
up  to  the  front.  In  1882  he  built  a  fine 
home  that  is  still  one  of  the  best  in  the 
township.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers- of  the  Farmers  Alutual  Insurance 
Company.  The  Republican  party  finds  in 
him  a  stanch  .supporter  of  its  principles,  and 
he  takes  considerable  interest  in  political 
aft'airs,  though  he  has  never  been  a  politician 
irj  the  sense  of  ofifice  seeking.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  earnest  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  who  esteem 
them  highlv  for  their  sterling  worth. 


DONALD    CAMPBELL    MURCHISON. 

I^onald  C.  Alurchison,  deceased,  was  for 
many  years  prominently  identified  with  the 
agricultiu-al  interests  of  Henry  county, 
owning  and  operating  a  good  farm  of  one 
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liuiulred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  14.  (jal\a 
tiAvnsliip,  wliere  his  widow  now  resides. 
He  was  born  in  Rothshire,  Scotland.  De- 
cember 25,  1839.  and  was  the  eighth  in  or- 
der of  birth  in  a  famil}-  of  twelve  children. 
Seven  of  the  number  are  still  living,  three 
are  residents  of  thi.-?  county,  these  Ijeing 
Roderick,  a  traveling  salesman,  residing  in 
Kewanee;  Kenneth,  a  retired  farmer  of  the 
same  place;  and  Duncan,  living  east  of  Ke- 
wanee on  a  farm.  The  parents,  Findlay  and 
Catherine  (McLean)  Alurchison,  brought 
their  family  to  the  new  world  when  our  sub- 
ject was  only  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
settled  in  a  Scotch  settlement  near  Elmira, 
Henr}^  county,  Illinois,  where  both  died.  K}' 
occupation  the  father  was  a  farmer  and  de- 
voted his  entire  life  to  that  calling. 

Donakl  C.  Murchison  completed  his 
literary  education  in  the  high  school  of  Ke- 
wanee, and  on  laying  aside  his  text  liooks 
aided  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  thus  acquiring  an  ex- 
cellent knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  then  went  to  California,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  prospecting  and  mining  for  twelve 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  returned 
to  Illinois.  He  purchased  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Galva  township. 
Henry  count}-,  and  to  its  improvement  and 
cultivation  de\-oted  his  energies  until  called 
from  this  life  in  18S9. 

In  1 87 1  ]Mr.  ;\Iurchison  was  united  in 
marriage  with  !Miss  'May  JNIcIver,  who  was 
born  in  Rossshire,  Scotland,  in  1844,  and 
came  to  this  country  in  1869,  settling  in 
Stark  county,  Illinois.  Her  parents  never 
came  to  this  country.  By  this  union  were 
born  eight  children,  namely:  Catherine  A., 
wife  of  Charles  J.  Burke,  of  Nebraska,  by 
whom  she  has  one  child,  Clara  May;  Frank 
D.,  who  attended  Brown's  Business  College, 


and  now  assists  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
farm;  Charles  R.  R.  and  ^largaret  E.,  who 
were  both  educated  in  the  Galva  schools: 
yiary  L. ;  William  F.,  who  also  attended 
the  Galva  schools ;  Kenneth  R. ;  and  ^lay 
Bessie.  The  children  were  all  students  of 
the  district  school  near  their  lunne.  Since 
the  death  of  their  father  the  sons  have  car- 
ried on  the  farm,  and  in  its  operation  have 
met  with  most  gratifying  success,  display- 
ing excellent  business  ability  and  sound 
judgment.  The  family  is  one  of  promi- 
nence in  the  community  wdiere  they  reside. 
In  religious  belief  Mr.  Murchison  w^as 
a  Presbyterian,  and  in  his  social  relations 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Ke- 
wanee. By  his  ballot  he  always  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  but  was  never  an  aspirant  for  office. 
He  took  an  active  interest  in  maintaining 
good  schools,  and  for  many  years  was  offi- 
cially connected  with  the  schools  of  his  dis- 
trict. He  led  an  honorable  and  useful  life, 
and  commanded  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  either 
in  business  or  social  circles. 


WILLIA^I  HAXBY. 

William  Haxb_\-,  who  owns  and  operates 
a  well-improved  and  highly-cultivated  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
22,  Annawan  township,  Henry  county,  is 
a  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Winchester.  Scott  county.  May 
22,  1844.  His  parents.  George  and  Rachel 
(Hadson)  Haxby,  were  uorn,  reared  and 
married  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  came 
to  this  country  prior  to  the  Black  Hawk 
war,  taking  up  their  residence  in  Scott  coun- 
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ty,  Illinnis.  where  tliey  were  mim1)ere<l 
among-  tlie  \-ery  earliest  settlers.  The  father 
had  two  hn.thers.  William  and  J.ihn  llaxby. 
who  located  in  the  same  C(.iunt_\'  in  jiioneer 
days,  and  the  latter  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war.  In  1855  George  Haxby 
brought  his  family  to  Henry  county,  and  took 
up  his  residence  on  the  farm  where  our  sub- 
ject now  li\es.  ^^'hile  a  resident  of  Eng- 
land he  followed  the  \\heelwright's  trade, 
but  after  coming  to  America  iliostly  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  in  1875.  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one  }ears,  and  his  wife  departed 
this  life  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  about  sixty- 
five.  The}'  were  well  known  and  held  in 
liigh  regard  in  the  ci immunity  where  they 
made  their  Imme.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  them,  namely :  ]\Iary  married  John  ^^'ar- 
ten,  of  Pike  county,  Illinois.  He  is  now 
deceased.  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
iam Warten ;  Jane,  wife  of  George  Otley, 
of  Kewanee;  Margaret,  who  married  George 
Patrick  and  died  in  Scott  county,  where  he 
still  lives;  Rachel,  wife  of  David  Hilman, 
of  Lu\-erne,  [Minnesota;  William,  (lur  sul>- 
ject ;  and  Jnhn,  -wIkj  died  in  Henry  county, 
in  1884,  at  the  age  vi  forty-four  years. 
One  boy  died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his 
boyhood  and  vouth  in  his  nati\-e  cownty, 
and  attended  its  public  schools.  In  1S55 
he  came  with  the  family  to  Henry  county, 
and  has  since  resided  ujx^n  his  present  farm. 
He  is  a  skilled  agriculturist  and  in  its  op- 
eration is  meeting"  with  good  success.  In 
politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican  and  has 
efficiently  filled  the  office  of  school  director 
in  his  district. 

On  the  18th  of  }*Iarch,  1872,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  j\ir.  Haxby  and  jMiss 
Eveline  ]\IcGee,  a  native  of  Peoria,  Peoria 
county,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and 


IMary  Ann  INIcGee,  both  of  whom  were  l)orn 
in  Pennsyhania.  Her  father  died  during 
her  childhodd,  and  her  mother  de])arted 
this  life  in  1891.  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haxby  have  become 
the  parents  of  six  children :  Rachel,  born 
June  7,  1873,  is  now  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Rassusson,  of  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  and 
they  ha\e  one  child,  George;  Ella  H.,  born 
[March  8.  1874,  is  at  home;  Lydia  Mar- 
garet, born  jMarch  20,  1876,  is  the  wife  of 
Cornelius  Dingman,  of  Williams,  Iowa; 
Ethel  May,  born  July  18,  1878,  Laft'ord, 
born  April  17,  1881,  and  Robert  Lee,  born 
September  18,  1884,  are  all  at  home.  The 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  com- 
munitv  where  they  reside. 


ELAIER  E.  FITCH. 

Elmer  E.  Fitch,  of  the  firm  of  Fitch  & 
Ouinn,  pulilishers  oi  the  (iaKa  Xews,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Henry  ci>unt_\-  since  1875. 
He  was  liorn  in  Truml)ull  count}-,  Ohio, 
August  13,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  George 
and  Deljorah  (Boleyn)  Fitch,  the  former  a 
native  of  Xorw-alk,  Connecticut,  the  latter 
of  Trumlxill  county,  Ohio.  On  the  paternal 
side  he  is  of  English  ancestry.  The  first 
of  the  Fitch  faniily  to  conie  to  Amer- 
ica was  James  Fitch,  of  Boking,  Essex 
county,  England,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  1636,  and  took  u|)  his  residence  in  [Massa- 
chusetts. ( )ur  sul)ject  is  also  descended 
from  John  I  layncs,  the  first  governor  of  the 
Hartford  colony.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  William  Haynes  Fitch. 

George  Fitch,  the  father,  was  a  school 
teacher  and  followed  that  occupation 
throughout  life.     He  died  in  Ohio,  in  De- 
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cember,  1847.  He  was  twice  married  and 
by  bis  first  wife  bad  one  daugbter,  Jane, 
will)  married  Ira  Kitcli.  and  died  at  lier 
borne  in  Frankbn.  Pennsylvania,  in  April, 
1900.  Her  busband  was  killed  in  tbe  battle 
of  SiMttsylvania,  in  1864.  Her  cbildren 
were  Geor,sfe.  W'illard.  Nettie  and  Irctta. 
Tbe  second  wife  of  Cleorge  b'itcb  was  tbe 
motber  of  our  subject.  After  bis  deatb 
sbe  li\ed  for  two  years  in  Laporte,  Indiana, 
and  in  1856  remo\ed  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa.  Still  later  sbe  made  ber  bome  in 
Beaconsfield,  Ringgold  county,  Iowa,  wbere 
sbe  died  January  11.  1895.  "^  tbe  seventy- 
first  year  of  ber  age.  In  1861  sbe  married 
William  O.  Hageman.  wbo  survives  ber  and 
continues  to  li\e  in  Beaconsfield.  By  tbat 
union  tbere  were  two  cbildren,  but  one  died 
in  infancy.  Pbilo  F.,  a  farmer  of  Beacons- 
field. is  married  and  has  a  family. 

Elmer  E.  Fitcb  is  tbe  youngest  of  tbe 
four  cbildren  born  of  bis  father's  second 
n^arriage.  tbe  others  being  as  follows  :  ( i ) 
r\Iartin  Bentley,  a  physician  of  Decorah. 
Iowa,  entered  tbe  Union  army  during  tbe 
Civil  war  as  a  memlier  of  tlie  Eighteenth 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  but  was  trans- 
ferred to  tbe  Sixteenth  Regiment,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  the  march  to  tbe  sea.  Fle 
married  Miss  Helen  R.  Hayes,  and  five 
children  were  born  to  this  union, .  two  of 
whom  survive.  He  married  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Belle  Xelson.  of  Decorah.  and 
they  have  four  sons.  (2)  Alice  married 
Thomas  Kennedy  and  both  died  in  Ohio. 
(3)  George  A\'.,  a  resident  of  West  Union, 
Iowa,  was  a  teacher  in  early  life  and  served 
as  county  superintendent  of  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  for  five  terms,  but  is  now  engaged  in 
biographical  work  with  tbe  B.  F.  Bowen 
Publishing  Company.  In  ^lay,  1861,  at  tbe 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  enlisted  in  Company 


D.  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  \'^olunteer  In- 
fantry, and  took  part  in  thirty-seven  battles. 
For  a  time  be  was  held  a  prisoner  in  Libby 
prison  and  Belle  Isle,  and  was  twice  slight- 
ly wounded  but  not  disabled.  He  re-enlisted 
in  tbe  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment  and  remained  in  the 
ser\ice  until  tbe  close  of  the  war.  In  1866 
be  married  Roxie  A.  Moore,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  cbildren :  William  E. ; 
Mary  L.,  deceased:  ]\Iyrtle  E. ;  Densel  A.; 
George  Porter,  deceased ;  Clara  E. ;  and 
Maud  W. 

Our  subject  was  also  among  tbe  boys  in 
blue  during  tbe  Rebellion,  enlisting  August 
14,  1862,  at  tbe  age  of  sixteen  in  Company 
A.  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  was  then  living  on  tbe  home  farm  in 
Fayette  county,  Iowa.  For  a  time  the  regi- 
ment did  guard  duty  at  St.  Louis  and  went 
on  several  raids  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 
They  assisted  in  tbe  capture  of  Union  City, 
Tennessee,  and  then  went  to  New  Madrid, 
[Missouri,  and  from  tbere  to  Vicksburg  in 
1863,  taking  part  in  the  siege  and  capture  of 
tliat  stronghold.  They  went  on  the  expe- 
dition to  Yazoo  City,  from  which  point 
they  made  a  forced  march  to  Black  River 
Bridge  for  the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  tbe 
1  :;.ttle  of  Jackson,  but,  arriving  too  late,  re- 
turned to  Yazoo  City,  and  from  there  went 
r.i  Port  Hudson  and  New  Orleans.  Luuisi- 
ana.  and  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  which  they 
assisted  in  capturing.  In  1864  they  went 
to  Mobile  Bav  and  participated  in  tbe  siege 
and  capture  of  Fort  Morgan,  after  which 
they  returned  to  Donaldsonville,  Louisiana, 
At  Morganza  Bend,  in  December,  1864,  the 
regiment  was  consolidated  with  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  from 
tbere  went  to  Pensacola,  Florida,  marching 
through  tbe  swamps  to  tbe  rear  of  JMobile, 
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Tliey  took  part  in  the  siege  and  final  charge 
a:  Fort  Blai<ely,  which  surrendered  at  sun- 
down. April  9,  1865.  They  then  went  up 
the  Alabama  river  to  Selnia.  where  they  did 
garrison  dut_\-  for  a  few  weeks.  They  next 
went  to  Houston,  Texas,  where  they  were 
mustered  out  August  15,  1865.  Mr.  Fitch 
received  his  final  discharge  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,  on  the  5th  of  the  following  September. 

After  leaving  the  service  he  entered  the 
Upper  Iowa  University,  at  Fayette,  and 
later  became  a  student  at  the  Iowa  State 
University,  of  Iowa  City,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1874,  taking  a  thon)Ugh 
classical  course.  For  a  year  he  was  princi- 
pal of  the  West  Hill  school,  o-f  Burlington, 
Iowa,  and  in  1875,  came  to  Galva,  Illinois, 
as  superintendent  of  schools,  which  position 
he  acceptably  filled  for  eight  years.  In  188 J 
he  was  appointed  by  the  board  of  supervisors 
as  county  superintendent  of  schools.  The 
following  year  he  resigned  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  Galva  schools,  and 
purchased  the  plant  of  the  Galva  Xews, 
which  he  conducted  alone  until  1888,  when 
he  admitted  H.  Ouinn  to  a  partnership  in 
the  business.  Together  they  have  since  car- 
ried on  the  paper  with  marked  success,  and 
have  made  it  one  of  the  most  popular  jour- 
nals in  this  section  of  the  state. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1876,  in  Decorah, 
Iowa,  Mr.  Fitch  was  united  in  marriag-e  with 
Miss  Rachel  Helgesen,  who  was  burn  near 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  April  23,  1850,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  jVnna  Helgesen, 
natives  of  Norway.  The  mother  died  in 
Wisconsin  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  and  the  father  died  in  Galva,  Illinois, 
in  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  Mr.  Hel- 
gesen came  to  America  in  1848  to  seek  his 
fortune,  but  chiefly  to  escape  the  persecu- 
tions of  the  Quakers  in  Norway,  of  which 


sect  he  was  a  zealous  member.  He  emigrat- 
ed to  Iowa  in  1856  and  was  a  successful 
farmer  for  thirty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Fitch, 
was  the  only  child  l)iirn  of  that  union,  but 
by  a  later  marriage  the  father  had  a  large 
family  of  children,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living,  namely:  ^Irs.  ^Nlary  Passmore,  of 
Elsinore,  Utah;  Hon.  Henry  T.,  of  Milton, 
North  Dakota:  :\Irs.  H.  T.  Hammer,  of 
Pullman,  Illinois :  and  Albert,  of  Milton, 
North  Dakota.  ^Mrs.  Fitch  was  also  edu- 
cated at  the  Ui)per  Ljwa  and  the  Iowa  State 
Uni\-ersities,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  the  Iowa  City  schools. 
She  has  decided  literary  tastes,  is  public 
spirited,  and  hopes  to  see  the  establishment 
in  Galva  of  a  free  kindergarten  and  manual 
training  school,  and  a  free  public  library. 
She  is  a  member  and  past  president  of  the 
\\'.  C.  T.  U.  and  Equal  Suffrage  Associa- 
tions. Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  three 
children:  George  H.,  born  June  5,  1877,  is 
a  graduate  of  Knox  College,  and  is  now 
editor  of  the  Galva  News;  Rachel  Louise, 
born  September  27,  1878,  and  Robert 
Haynes,  born  January  17,  1881,  are  both 
attending  Knox  College. 

By  his  ballot  and  through  the  columns 
of  his  paper  Mr.  Fitch  has  always  supported 
the  Republican  party  and  its  principles,  and 
lias  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs.  Since  resigning  his  position  as  su- 
lierintendent  of  the  Galva  schools  he  has 
served  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  and  was  president  of  the  same 
for  five  years.  He  has  been  commander  of 
llie  Grand  Army  Post,  No.  33,  and  is  one 
of  the  supreme  directors  of  the  Mystic 
Workers  of  the  World,  being  a  prominent 
member  of  both  societies.  He  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Galva  in  1891  by  President 
Harrison  and  ser\ed  four  \'ears. 
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ROBERT  HAY. 

This  gentleman,  who  spent  his  early 
life  in  active  business  and  mainly  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
on  a  fine  farm  one-half  mile  east  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Annawan.  A  man  of  energ\-  and 
more  than  ordinary  business  capacity,  his 
success  in  life  has  been  largely  due  to  his 
■own  efforts  and  the  sound  judgment  which 
has  enabled  him  to  make  the  most  of  his  op- 
portunities. 

Mr.  Hay  was  born  near  Hanover,  Saluda 
t  unship,  Jefferson  county,  Indiana,  Sep- 
tember 30,  1 82 1,  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  '(Maiden)  Hay.  The  father  was  born 
in  Kelso,  Scotland,  on  the  river  Tweed, 
and  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  came 
tw  this  country,  in  1813,  with  his  parents, 
\\illiam  and  Jane  (Taylor)  Hay.  The  fam- 
ily located  in  Saluda  township.  Jefferson 
county.  Indiana,  being  numbered  among  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  that  locality,  and  there 
they  all  died.  The  children  were  Thomas, 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Isabel,  who  was 
married  in  Scotland  to  Andrew  Davidson, 
and  came  with  the  family  to  the  new  world  ; 
Betsy,  who  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Wells;  and  Annie,  who  married  Andrew 
Getty,  who  was  born  near  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania.  William  Hay  was  the  only 
child  of  Robert  and  Anna  (Turnbull)  Hay. 
also  natives  of  Scotland,  where  his  mother 
died  about  1820.  Shortl}-  afterward  the 
father  went  to  Canada  to  visit  his  son  and 
-died  while  there. 

Thomas  Hay,  the  father  of  ouv  suliject, 
■continued  his  residence  in  Jeft'erson  county, 
Indiana,  until  1856,  when  he  came  to  Henry 
•county,  Illinois,  and  settled  on  a  farm  two 
and  a  half  miles  east  of  Annawan,  mak- 
ing that  his  home  until  about   four   vears 


before  his  death,  when  he  moved  to  the  vil- 
lage. There  he  died  July  3,  1892,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  three  days  later.  She 
was  born  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  in 
1800,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
(Passwater)  Maiden,  natives  of  the  same 
state,  who  as  early  as  1806  removed  to  In- 
diana and  settled  in  Jefferson  county.  Their 
other  children  were  John,  who  died  in  Wash- 
ington, Clark  county,  Indiana;  Abner,  who 
died  in  Lexington,  Scott  county,  Indiana; 
and  Mary,  who  w-edded  Lawrence  Brooks 
and  remained  a  resident  of  Indiana  until 
after  her  husband's  death  and  then  went 
west.  Mrs.  Hay's  paternal  grandfather, 
John  ^laiden,  was  a  native  of  Wales  and 
came  to  the  new  world  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  which  he  took  up  arms 
against  the  mother  country  and  served  un- 
der General  Washington. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows;  A.  Jackson  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  three ; 
W'illiam  married  Samantha  Shaw  and  died 
at  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  where  he 
li\-ed  for  fi\-e  years  prior  to  his  death;  John 
married,  first,  Elizabeth  Crawford  and,  sec- 
ond, Susan  Hardy,  and  resides  in  Austin, 
Scott  county,  Indiana;  Jane  is  the  widow 
of  Henry  Giles  and  a  resident  of  Annawan, 
Illinois:  George  died  in  Clyde,  Kansas,  in 
1804:  Thomas  married  Columbia  Berry, 
now  deceased,  and  lives  in  Oklahoma;  Law- 
rence B.  married  Jennie  Foster,  of  Anna- 
v.an.  and  makes  his  home  in  Guthrie,  Okla- 
homa;  and  Maggie,  who  married  Daniel 
Patterson ;  he  died  in  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
and  she  now  resides  in  Annawan. 

Reared  in  the  county  of  his  nativity, 
Robert  Hay  acquired  his  education  in  the 
pioneer  schools  of  that  locality  and  remained 
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ar  lionie  witli  his  parents  until  lie  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  He  was  then 
married,  :\larch  12,  1845.  to  ^li^s  [Margaret 
Crawfiird,  who  was  also  born  in  JetYerson 
county,  Indiana,  October  15,  1826,  a  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Sarah  (McXelley)  Craw- 
f(jrd,  who  died  in  that  state.  By  this  union 
were  Ixirn  fourteen  children,  as  follows:  (  i) 
()li\er  P..  now  entomologist  in  the  national 
museum  at  Xew  ^'ork  city,  married  .Molly 
Housman.  of  Rutland.  Illinois,  and  they 
liave  four  children.  William  P..  .Mamie. 
Fannie  and  Robert.  {2}  .Mary  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Clarke,  of  Missouri,  and 
they  have  had  five  children.  (3)  Julia  is 
the  wife  of  [Miles  Shimel,  ui  Bradford, 
Stark  county,  Illinois,  and  they  have  ouq 
child,  lulward.  (4)  Sarah  Jane  (deceased). 
(5)  Thomas  married  [Marrietta  Stever,  of 
renn.sylvania,  and  died  in  Schaller,  Sac 
count\',  Iowa,  in  1881.  lea\'ing  two  children. 
Belle  and  I'.lla.  {(>)  .Knn  married  George 
Reed  and  resides  at  Vuma.  South  Dakota. 
(7)  I'rancis  .M.  married  Xellie  Lombard. 
They  reside  at  Bradford.  Stark  county,  Illi- 
nois. (8)  .Maria  married  Levi  1).  Rich. 
They  roide  at  Los  .\ngeles.  California.  (7) 
Bell  married  William  H.  Wilcox,  of  Adel, 
Iowa.  (  10  )  Leroy  married  Kate  Schriver, 
resides  at  Milo.  Illinois.  (11)  Clarence  mar- 
r'cd  Mabel  b'osier,  of  Bradforcl,  Stark  coun- 
ts Illinois,  where  they  reside,  ami  they  ha\c 
live  children.  (  u)  George  married  Mary 
Stoner,  of  Whiting.  Indiana,  and  is  ])ook- 
keejjcr  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company  at  that 
jilace.  (  13)  ixobert.  also  a  resident  of  i'.rad- 
ford,  married  Ruth  Suthpen.  of  that  place, 
and  the)-  have  one  child.  Ralph.  One  died  in 
infancy,  unnamed.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  at  Ihadford,  Stark  county. 
January  7,  1887.  .and  Mr.  Hay  was  again 
married,  October  8.  ]8<jr,  his  second  union 


being  with  [Mary  Frances  Baker,  who  was- 
born  in  .Vnnawan  township,  Henry  county, 
October  16,-1853.  Her  parents,  John  and 
Lsabel  (Crawford)  Baker,  came  to  this 
coiuUv  in  1850.  and  were  numbered  among. 
its  honored  and  highl}-  respected  citizens. 
They  are  both  now  deceased. 

In  1850  [Mr.  Hay  came  to  Illinois,  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  [Milo  township.  Bureaiv 
coimty,  which  he  improved  and  continued 
to  successfully  operate  until  his  removal  to 
his  present  place,  one-half  mile  east  of  .Vn- 
nawan, in  i8qi.  Here  he  has  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres,  and 
Iiesides  this  \-aluable  property  still  owns  two 
hundred  and  a  half  acres  of  land  in  Mila  ] 
townshi]).  Bureau  county,  and  one  hundred  ; 
and  sixt}-  acres  in  Dawes  cotmty,  Nebraska, 
all  of  which  be  now  rents,  while  he  lives  a  re- 
tired life,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  former  toil. 
He  was  a  thorough  and  systematic  farmer 
and  due  success  has  not  been  denied  him. 
Mis  first  presidential  \-ote  was  cast  for  James  j 
K.  polk-,  and  since  1856  he  has  been  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  wide- 
ly- and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
Community  in  which  he  resides,  ami  wher- 
e\er  known  is  held  in  high  regard. 


GEORGE  FESLER. 

Prominent   among   the   successful    agri-      j 
culturists  of  Burns  townshi])  is  George  Fes- 
ler.   who  follows  his  chosen  calling  on  .siec- 
liou   7.      A   native  of  Illinois,   he  was  born 
in  M.ason  county,  on  the  2\u\  of  June,  1844,      . 
and  is  a  son  of  .Vdam  and  Susana  (Everitt)      -( 
I'esler,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Penn- 
s}l\ani;i  and  of  German  descent.     In  con- 
nection  with   his   father  .\dam   Fesler  was 
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■engaged  in  tlie  milling  business  in  the  east, 
and  being  burned  out  he  came  to  Illinois 
in  1836  with  the  hope  of  regaining  his  lost 
fortune.  The  journey  was  made  b}-  boat  to 
Peoria.  Soon  he  came  to  Henry  county 
and  entered  a  claim  of  forty  acres,  on  which 
he  erected  a  log  house,  and  to  which  he 
subsequently  added  eighty  acres.  After 
jjlacing  this  land  under  cultivation  he  sold 
the  place  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  unbroken  prairie  land  in 
Burns  township,  which  he  also  improved  and 
ctiltivated,  making  a  good  farm.  He  died 
in  1875,  s"cl  li's  \vife  passed  away  in  1892, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Geneseo  cem- 
eter}-. 

To  this  worthy  coujile  were  horn  eight 
children  as  follows:  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
William  Tell,  a  native  of  Germany  and  now 
a  resident  of  Geneseo:  the  second  child  died 
in  infancy;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  J.  J.  'Slur- 
phy,  a  farmer  of  Firth.  Nebraska:  INIaria  is 
the  widow  of  John  A.  Rishel  and  a  resident 
of  Cambridge,  this  county:  George,  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  order  of  birth:  Irene  is  the 
wife  of  L.  Cherry,  of  (ieneseo:  Hester  is 
the  widow  of  ^I.  ^\'inegar:  twins  died  in 
ir,  fancy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of 
twelve  years  when  he  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Burns  township  and  there  he  has 
since  resided.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his 
h.ome,  and  for  a  time  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  Cieneseo  schools.  When  not  in  school 
he  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm  and 
thus  gained  a  good  practical  knowledge  of 
the  occupation  which  he  has  chosen  as  a 
life  work.  He  now  owns  a  well-improved 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  as 
a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  is  meeting  with 
-vvell-deserveil  success. 


On  the  7th  of  October.  1867,  Mr.  Fesler 
n:arried  Miss  Fannie  Green,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Sarah  ( Whittenhall)  "Green, 
both  natives  of  Xew  York.  Six  children 
blessed  this  union,  namely:  Albert,  born 
March  13.  1871,  is  at  home:  Sarah  Jane, 
born  Xovember  8.  1873,  is  the  wife  nf  Wal- 
ler Fell:  Susan,  born  ^larch  24,  1876,  is  de- 
ceased: Edith,  born  August  25,  1879,  is  the 
wife  of  J.  F.  Johnson;  Ray,  1)orn  Novem- 
ber 22,  1885,  is  decea.sed;  and  Rolland,  born 
.\ugust  II,  1888,  is  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Fesler  is 
a  Democrat,  and  he  has  been  calletl  upon  to 
fill  the  office  of  school  director.  He  has  in 
liis  possession  a  number  of  Revolutionary 
war  relics,  which  he  inherited  from  his 
grandfather  Fesler,  who  fought  for  Amer- 
ican independence  in  that  struggle,  and  also 
lias  a  part  of  the  barrel  of  an  old  flintlock 
musket.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  his  community,  and  is  held  in  high  re- 
gard liy  all  will)  know  him.  Mrs.  Fesler  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Science  Church 
and  first  reader  nf  the  church,  and  in  her 
limited  field  has  jjeen  a  successful  healer. 


EU(iENE  G.   BAKER. 

Among  the  }'0ung  and  enterprising 
farmers  of  Henry  county  must  l)e  numbered 
Eugene  (j.  Baker,  who  is  now  successfully 
]uirsuing  his  chosen  \-(jcation  on  section  34. 
Alba  township.  He  was  born  on  the  5tli 
of  January,  1872,  in  Bureau  count}-.  Illi- 
nois, two  miles  north  of  Neponset,  and  is  a 
son  of  Wellington  P.  and  Hadasre  (Graves) 
Baker,  natives  of  Somerset  county.  Maine. 
The  father  had  two  briithers  and  two  sis- 
ters, namelv  :  Edwin,  who  dietl  in  Somerset 
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county.  Maine,  in  1S99.  lea\ing  three  chil- 
dren. Guy.  Xellie  and  Edith:  Alfred  A.,  a 
resident  of  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  who  has 
one  daughter  by  his  first  wife,  Sallie;  Flor- 
ence, wife  of  Levi  ^^'ilson,  living  near  Fort 
Scott.  Kansas,  by  whom  she  has  six  children. 
]\Iinnie.  Alice.  Clare.  Helen,  Grace  and 
]\Iaud.  Julia,  a  resident  of  Somerset  comi- 
ty. Maine,  and  widow  of  Calvin  Colby,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child.  Georgia.  Oai 
subject's  mother  was  one  of  a  family  of  six 
children,  the  others  l)eing  Helen,  wife  of 
Sewell  Dinsmore.  of  Boston.  Massachusetts. 
by  whom  she  has  three  children,  Amos, 
Agnes  and  Hattie;  Hattie,  wife  of  James 
Eldridge,  living  near  Kewanee,  Illinois,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children.  Lulu  and  Dor- 
cas :  Addie,  a  school  teacher  of  Xeponset, 
Illinois ;  and  Moses  and  Frank,  who  both 
died  in  Somerset  county,  ]\Iaine.  the  former 
at  the  age  of  twenty-h\e  years,  the  latter 
at  the  age  of  eight. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  third 
ii;  order  of  l;)irth  in  a  family  of  ten  children, 
nine  of  wlmm  are  li\ing,  the  others  being  as 
follows:  Walter  died  in  infanc}':  Emma, 
horn  February  10.  1871.  is  with  her  parents: 
Melvin  \\'..  born  November  15.  1874.  mar- 
ried Celia  Roos.  of  Geneseo,  Illinois,  and 
i:;  now  engaged  in  farming  near  Muscatine. 
Iowa:  Grace,  born  October  i8.  1877.  is  a 
scliool  teacher  of  Henry.  Illinois:  Alartha. 
born  January  22.  1879.  William,  liorn  Jan- 
uary ij.  ]88i.  iM-ank  ;ind  1-red.  twins,  born 
July  21.  1883.  and  I'.dwin.  bum  January  5. 
1886.  are  all  at  home. 

Mr.  liaker.  of  this  re\-iew.  was  only  two 
A'ears  old  when  the  family  remo\ed  to  .\lba 
township  this  county,  and  was  educated  prin- 
cipally in  its  district  school.  I'^ir  a  time  lui 
Avas  employed  as  clerk  in  a  hotel  at  Daven- 
])(.irt.  Iowa,  and  while  there  attended  school 


for  a  time.  Since  his  return  to  .\lba  town- 
ship, he  has  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
aixl  now  o])erates  one  of  his  father's  farms 
on  section  34.  Alba  township. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1896.  :\Ir.  Baker 
was  married,  in  Davenport,  to  Miss  Zora 
Tvlachesney,  wIkt  was  born  in  Annawan.  this 
county.  April  16,  1871.  Her  father.  An- 
drew Tayli.>r  Machesney.  was  born  in  Penn- 
syh'ania.  in  1849.  and  had  one  brother  and 
I  )ne  sister,  nameh" :  \\"illiam.  who  married 
Blanch  Everett,  by  whom  she  has  one  child. 
Edna,  and  lives  in  \\'ellsville,  Ohio:  and 
Hilary,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  ser\-ed  three  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Fifty-seventh  Penn.sylvania  ^'olunteer  In- 
fantry, and  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm. 
In  1868  he  married  Clara  M.  Gochenouer, 
■who  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1852,  and  is  the 
tenth  in  order  oi  birth  in  a  family  of  eleverr 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Henry, 
now  deceased:  Xewtiin  and  Dora,  residents 
of  Nebraska:  William,  a  resident  of  Anna- 
wan,  this  county,  married  Elmira  Carey, 
now  deceased,  and  had  fi\-e  children.  Lillian. 
.\da.  (Jlive.  .\nna.  and  Clintf)n.  deceased: 
-Vikmi.  a  resident  <if  Blair.  Nebraska,  wedded 
Mary  liurgess  and  has  six  children.  Joseph. 
Ella,  .\lma,  Mary,  b'rank  and  .\nnie:  John, 
of  .\nnawan.  Illinois,  had  four  children. 
Nettie  Clarence.  Charles,  deceased,  and 
Otho:  Barbara  .\nn  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
I'atton.  of  Luverne,  Iowa,  and  they  have 
ti\-e  children,  ^\'illiam.  Tillie.  Christinaj 
^laggie  and  Emma:  ]\lary  is  the  wife  of 
John  lubert.  of  Belgrade.  Nebraska:  Re- 
liecca  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  [Nlessmore.  of, 
Kewanee.  and  they  have  one  child,  Emma: 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  William  Frouk.  of  Lu- 
\xrne.  Iowa,  and  they  ha\"e  tour  children. 
Anna.   William,    Burton  and   Matilda:  and 
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Nancy,  deceased,  was  tlie  wife  of  Xelsou 
Swagger,  of  Luverne.  Iowa,  and  tliey  had 
four  children,  Edith,  Cliarles,  Susan  and 
Clara.  After  liis  marriage  Mr.  Machesney 
came  west  and  took  up  his  residence  near 
Annawan,  Henry  county.  Illinois. 

Politically  Mr.  Baker  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  is  now  mo^t 
creditably  serving  his  second  year  as  su|)er- 
visor  of  Alba  township.  He  has  also  filled 
the  office  of  township  clerk  three  years,  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens 
of  his  community.  Religiously  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
socially  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  filled  all 
the  chairs  and  is  now  ])ast  chancellor.  His 
V.  ife  belongs  to  the  I'nited  FJrethren  Chm^ch. 
and  is  a  member  nf  the  Star  Circle  and 
Thimble  Societv. 


JAMES  O.  THORP. 

Among  the  leading  and  re])resentati\e 
agriculturists  of  Burns  township  is  Jacob 
O.  Thorp,  who  owns  anil  operates  a  good 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres 
on  section  24.  He  was  born  near  the  town 
of  Belpre.  ^^'ashington  county.  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary 17.  1840.  and  is  a  son  of  Moses  O. 
and  Sarah  (Clark)  Thorp,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  came  with  their  family  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Burns  township,  Henry 
county.  Here  the  father  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land,  to  wliich  he  added  from  time 
to  time  until  he  owned  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres.  By  trade  he  was  a  cooper  and 
followed  that  occupation  in  connection  with 
farming.  In  his  family  were  ten  children, 
nameh' :     Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Foster,  of  Al- 


toona.  Illinois;  Jonas,  deceased:  Isaac,  who 
married  Eliza  .Adams  and  lives  in  Kewanee 
township,  this  county;  Sarah,  wife  of  E.  K. 
Vincent ;  Mary,  who  died  in  this  county  and 
was  buried  in  Corners  cemetery;  Lydia, 
v>ho  married  Joseph  Mooney  and  died  in  this 
county;  James,  who  died  in  childhood;  Ar- 
thur, deceased;  Frank,  who  maVried  Sarah 
W'hitehouse  and  li\-es  in  Iowa:  and  Mahala, 
wife  of  Robert  (iarland,  of  Iowa. 

Jacob  ().  Thorp,  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  this  family,  was  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  a  good  practical 
education,  pursuing  his  studies  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Carson  school  in  Burns  town- 
ship. For  about  eight  j-ears  he  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching,  and  since  then  has  de- 
\'oted  his  time  and  attention  exclusi\-elv  to 
farming.  In  itSOd  he  purchased  thirty-fi\e 
acres  of  land  on  section  24,  and  has  since 
extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  until 
it  now  comprises  one  htmdred  and  twenty- 
six  acres,  which  is  in  sjDlendid  condition  and 
improved  with  good  modern  buildings,  in- 
cluding a  pleasant  residence  erected  in  1897. 

On  the  2nd  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Thorp 
was  married  at  Kewanee,  by  Rev.  W".  J. 
Beck,  i^astor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Clark,  who  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio,  and  was 
about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  she  came 
to  Kewanee  in  1865.  with  her  parents.  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (Ray)  Clark,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  respectively.  By 
trade  her  father  was  a  shoemaker.  He  had 
a  family  of  ten  children.  ]Mr.  and  Airs. 
Thorp  ha\-e  one  son  and  one  daughter :  Eu- 
gene Ward,  born  September  20.  1869.  was 
married.  August  11.  1893,  tti  Nannie  E. 
Alyers  and  they  have  two  children,  W'esie'v 
and  Jesse;  Florence,  born  April  4,  1875,  '"> 
now  the  wife  of  James  AIcRell,  Jr.,  and  they 
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!ia\-e  (ine  child.   ]\[innie   H.,   liorn   Octoljer 
23,   1899. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
fcir  Aliraham  Lincoln,  Air.  Thorp  has  never 
\va\cred  in  his  allegience  to  the  Repuhlican 
part}',  and  he  has  most  efficiently  filled  the 
offices  of  tax  collector,  road  commissioner 
lor  si-x  years  and  school  director,  serving  in 
the  latter  position  for  ten  years.  Airs. 
Tlmr])  is  a  member  of  the  Alethodist  Epis- 
copal ("hurcli  and  they  receive  and  merit 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  krow 
them. 


OLOF  PETERSON. 

Alany  of  the  most  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Henry  county  ha\e  come 
from  the  land  beyond  the  sea,  and  in  the 
new  world  have  made  for  themseh'es  and 
families  good  homes.  Prominent  among 
these  is  Olof  Peterson,  a  well-known  citizen 
of  (iaha  township,  his  home  being  on  sec- 
tion 12.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  since   1871. 

Air.  Peterson  was  born  in  tlie  southeast- 
ern part  of  Sweden,  Januar}-  29,  1850,  a 
son  of  Peter  and  Annie  Johnson,  life-long 
residents  of  that  ccnmtry.  In  early  life  the 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
and  later  worked  as  a  laborer.  He  died  in 
1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years,  and  bis 
wife  passed  away  in  1900.  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three.  Of  the  seven  children  born 
to  them  three  died  in  childhood,  the  others 
being  Olof,  our  subject;  Peter,  a  farmer 
and  cattle  raiser  of  South  Dakota ;  and  Ella 
and  P>uel  Peterson,  both  of  Sweden.  It 
Avas  sex'en  years  after  our  subject  came  ti) 
America  that  his  brotber  crossed  the  ocean, 
and  for  three  years  worked  as  a  farm  hand 


in  Henry  county.  He  then  farmed  rented 
land  two  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Mis- 
souri where  he  farmed  for  two  years.  Dur- 
ing this  period  he  returned  to  Galva  and  in 
January,  1884,  lie  married  Aliss  Lucy  Al- 
derman. In  1886  he  went  to  South  Dakota, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  near  Bonilla,  wbere  be  has 
since  resided. 

In  bis  early  boyhood  Olof  Peterson  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  bis  nati\e 
land,  but  at  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was 
compelled  t<.)  lay  aside  his  books  and  go  to 
work.  He  herded  stock  imtil  old  enough  to 
perform  more  arduous  labor,  and  then 
worked  in  a  mill  for  six  \ears,  the  last  yea:* 
as  head-miller,  during"  which  time  he  thor- 
oughly learned  the  miller's  trade.  On  at- 
taining his  majiirity  he  bade  good-bye  to 
home  and  family,  and  alone  came  to  Amer- 
ica. Having  only  half  enough  money  to  pay 
his  passage  be  was  obliged  to  borrow  the 
l)alance  with  which  he  purchased  bis  ticket 
to  his  destination — Kewanee,  Illinois, — and 
was  entirely  unfamiliar  with  the  English  lan- 
guage. He  at  imce  found  work  on  a  farm 
by  the  month  and  was  thus  employed  for  five 
}'ears,  during  which  time  he  saved  enough 
money  to  buy  some  farm  implements  and 
stock,  and  during  the  following  years  he 
operated  rented  land.  In  1878  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  of  Jerry  Bickford,  in 
W'etbersfield  townshi]),  on  which  be  lived 
three  years  and  at  the  same  time  worked 
rented  land.  He  then  sold  to  A.  C.  Taylor, 
and  Ixnigbt  eighty  acres  of  Peter  Levine  in 
Galva  township,  where  he  now  resdes,  and 
in  January,  1882,  he  bought  an  adjoining 
eighty  acres  of  the  Daniels  heirs. 

His  first  home  here  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1885.  but  he  has  erected  a  more  mod- 
ern residence,  and  has  also  erected  a  large 
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Ijani  and  slieds  for  the  accommodation  of 
his  stock.  As  a  stock  raiser  and  breeder  he 
has  been  remarkably  successfnL  He  has  a 
tine  drove  of  Poland  China  hogs  for  breeding 
purix)ses,  and  finds  a  ready  market  for  the 
same.  He  also  makes  a  specialty  of  short 
luirn  cattle,  and  has  been  interested  in  rais- 
ing Clydesdale  and  Englishshire  horses,  but 
is  now  giving  his  attention  to  Xormans.  Be- 
sides his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  12,  Galva  township,  he  owns 
forty  acres  on  section  7,  Wethersfield,  and 
has  also  improved  that  property  in  a  most 
creditable  manner.  He  also  owns  and  oper- 
ates a  corn  sheller  and  grinder  and  thresh- 
ing uutlit,  his  st)n  acting"  as  engineer. 

On  the  ,^otb  of  January.  1S79.  Mr.  Pe- 
terson was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Rosina  .\delia  Mallory,  who  was  lx)rn  in 
^^'hiteside  county,  Illinois,  April  3,  1856, 
and  is  a  daugiiter  of  G.  W.  and  Susan 
(  SmitJi)  Mallory,  the  former  a  native  of 
\'ermont,  the  latter  of  Essex  county,  New 
York.  The  mother  died  November  4,  1898, 
but  the  father  is  still  living  in  Annawan, 
th.is  county,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all 
of  whom  are  still  living,  namely :  Tamar 
C,  wife  of  Arthur  Wood,  of  New  Boston, 
Illinois;  Josephine  A.,  wife  of  Henry  Buck- 
ley, of  Kewanee;  Rosina  A.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Isabella  A.,  wife  of  R.  Eugene 
Cook,  of  Red  Oak,  Iowa:  Edith  A.,  wife  of 
George  Anderson,  of  Alba  township,  this 
county;  Herbert  E.  married  Cora  \\'illitt. 
and  li\es  in  Annawan:  E\-a  A.,  wife 
of  Henry  Seeley,  of  New  Boston,  Illi- 
nois :  Wallace  E.,  George  A.  and  Susie 
E.,  all  three  living  at  home.  The  children 
were  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Ke- 
wanee. where  the  family  resided  from  i860 
to  1885.     ^Nlr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  have  one 


son,  Frank  E..  who  was  born  July  29,  1880, 
in  ^^'ethersfield  township,  and  completed  his 
education  in  the  Wethersfield  high  school. 
He  is  now  assisting  his  father  in  business. 
By  his  ballot  Mr.  Peterson  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  paity, 
and  has  held  minor  offices  in  his  township. 
For  nine  }-ears  he  has  capably  served  as 
school  director,  and  has  always  taken  a  de- 
cided interest  in  maintaining  good  schools. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  and  are  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them. 
Although  he  has  always  led  a  very  active 
and  industrious  life,  he  has  ever  enjoyed 
good  health,  and  his  career  has  ever  been 
such  as  to  command  the  confidence  and  warm 
regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact.  As  a  business  man  he 
stands  among  the  aljlest  in  his  community. 


F.    CHARLES    SPIEGEL. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Clalva  township 
who  are  of  foreign  birth  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  his  home 
being  on  section  i.  He  was  born  in  Prussia. 
Germany,  April  13.  1844,  and  in  1861,  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  Fred- 
erick and  Minnie  Spiegel,  it  requiring  about 
a  month  t(_)  cross  the  ocean.  On  landing  in 
this  country  they  proceeded  at  once  to  Ke- 
wanee, Illinois,  two  sons,  August  and  Fred, 
having  previously  located  here  in  1857.  Tbe 
parents  lived  on  a  farm  near  that  city  for 
some  years,  but  spent  their  last  days  in  the 
citv.  Both  are  now  deceased,  the  mother 
having  died  first.  In  tiermany  t'lie  father 
followed  the  miller's  trade,  and  having 
saved  a  little  money  he  invested  it  in  a  tract 
of  timber  land  on  coming  to  this  countv  and 
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turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. His  place  consisted  of  one  huntlred 
and  forty  acres,  and  to  its  improvement  and 
cultivation  he  devoted  his  energies  until  his 
remo\-al  to  Kewanee.  ^vhen  he  sold  the  fann. 

Charles  Spiegel  is  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  twelve  children,  two  of 
^^hom  died  young,  the  others  being  August. 
a  resident  of  Burns  township:  Fred,  of 
Cambridge:  Alliert.  who  died  about  1882 
upon  his  farm  in  \\'ethersfield  township: 
where  he  owned  a  half  section  of  land  :  Emil, 
a  retired  farmer  of  Kewanee;  Ernest,  who 
died  on  his  farm  in  GaK'a  township  in  1899; 
Louisa.  \\\ie  of  \\'illiam  Coover,  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war.  residing  in  Kewanee :  Au- 
gusta .wife  of  Fred  Schaffer  of  Cornwall 
township :  and  Pauline  wife  of  August  Wal- 
ter, of  Burns  township.  The  family  were  all 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Germany. 
After  coming  to  this  country  they  all  worked 
together  for  some  time,  and  by  their  com- 
bined efforts  met  with  excellent  success. 
They  have  made  for  themselves  good  iiomes 
and  farms,  antl  all  that  they  have  acquired 
has  l)een  gained  by  hard  work  and  good 
management. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  received  liis 
education  in  the  schools  of  Germany  and 
also  learned  the  traits  of  economy  and  fru- 
gality, which  ha\e  been  important  factors 
in  his  success,  enabling  him  to  ac(|uire  a 
comfortable  comjietence.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  came  to  the  new  workl,  and 
at  first  worked  as  a  laborer  In-  the  month 
until  he  secured  a  start  in  life.  In  1866  he 
and  his  brother.  Albert,  purchased  a  farm 
for  which  they  went  in  debt  about  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  consisted  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  \\'ethersfield  township. 
\\liich  they  oi:)eratcd  together  for  fi\'e  }ears, 
])ut  at  the  end  of  that  time,  our  subject  sold 


a  part  of  his  interest  to  his  brother  and  the 
remainder  to  J.  Armstrong.  He  then  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Galva  township,  on 
which  he  lived  for  five  years,  and  on  selling 
that  property  in  1877,  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  i,  the  same  township.  At  that 
time  it  was  very  poorly  improved,  but  he 
has  since  made  it  one  of  the  best  farms  of 
the  community.  In  1883  he  erected  a  good 
barn  and  two  years  later  built  his  present 
residence,  which  is  supplied  with  modern 
impro\'ements.  The  buildings  erected  by  him 
are  good  and  substantial  structures,  which 
have  cost  him  about  seven  th(nisand  dollars,, 
and  he  has  also  spent  over  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars in  tiling  and  draining  his  lanil.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming  he  raises 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs  for  market  purposes, 
making  a  specialty  of  Xorman  horses,  of 
which  he  has  some  very  fine  specimens.  Be- 
sides his  fine  farm  he  owns  residence  prop- 
erty in  Kewanee,  and  a  l)uil(ling  lot  in  W'eth- 
ersfield. 

In  1870  ^Ir.  Spiegel  was  uniteil  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Herminia  Ouret.  who  wa^j 
also  born  in  Germany  and  was  eight  years 
(lid  when  brought  to  this  country  by  her  par- 
ents, both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  By 
occupation  her  father  was  a  farmer.  She 
i-^  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  William,  a  farmer  of  .Xebraska  :  Au- 
gust, \\lio  lives  north  of  Ke\\anee:  and 
Augusta,  wife  of  Charles  Campien,  now  a 
carpenter  of  Kewanee,  who  was  formerly 
engaged  in  farming  here  and  in  Kansas. 
~\\v.  and  Airs.  Spiegel  are  the  parents  of  three 
children :  Emma,  wife  of  Isaac  Nelson,  of 
Kewanee,  by  whom  she  has  three  children, 
and  Clara  and  Bernard,  both  at  home.  Alf 
ha\e  attended  the  district  school  near  home, 
and  later  the  .schools  of  Kewanee. 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


485. 


!Mr.  Spiegel  is  a  stockholder  of  the  Far- 
mers' Elevator  in  Galva,  and  as  a  pulilic- 
spirited  citizen  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
everything  calculated  to  prove  of  public  bene- 
fit. Since  attaining  his  majority  he  has  been 
ai!  active  worker  for  the  success  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  with  which  he  has  always 
affiliated.  He  favors  good  schools  and  has 
been  an  efficient  school  officer.  He  and  his 
\vife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Kewanee.  has  served  on  its  board  of  trus- 
tees, and  in  his  younger  days  took  an  active 
part  in  church  work.  Possessing  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  the  entire  community,  he  may 
well  be  ranked  among  the  representative 
and  prominent  citizens  of  the  county.  His 
hnndr  and  integrity  are  unimpeachable,  his 
vni'd  being  C(jnsidered  as  good  as  his  bond. 


DA\'ID  AXDERSOX. 

David  Anderson,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  and  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zen of  Burns  tnwnshi]),  Henry  county,  Illi- 
n.dis,  where  his  family  still  reside.  He  was 
born  in  Londonilerry,  Ireland,  December 
18.  1S18.  and  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents. 
George  and  Jennie  Anderson.  On  tlieir  \'oy- 
age  across  the  Atlantic  they  were  ship- 
v.recked.  and  three  of  the  daughters,  one 
of  whom  was  only  five  months  old,  were  on 
one  small  island  all  night,  while  their  ])ar- 
ents  and  the  remainder  of  the  family  were 
on  another.  For  a  short  time  the  family 
resided  in  Philadelphia  and  then  removed 
to  Ohio,  locating  near  West  Liberty,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  farming.  The  parents 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  that 
locality,  the  father  dying  I\Iarch  15,   1879. 


aged  eighty-six  years,  the  mother  many  years- 
before.  They  had  eight  children,  all  born 
in  Ireland  with  the  exception  of  Jennie.  In 
order  of  l)irth  they  were  as  follows :  Wil- 
son, now  a  resident  of  Huntsville,  Ohio ; 
David,  our  .subject;  !^Iatthew,  of  ^ladison, 
Wisconsin:  Belle,  wife  of  Robert  ^lartin.  of 
Iowa  City,  Iowa:  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Em- 
ery, of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio:  ]\Iary,  widow  of 
Peter  Emery,  and  a  resident  of  Bellefontaine, 
Ohio :  Xancy,  deceased :  and  Jennie,  de- 
ceased wife  of  William  McElree. 

David  Anderson  received  a  cmnmon 
scliool  education  and  was  reared  to  habits 
of  industry  upon  the  home  farm.  Prior  to- 
his  marriage  he  was  engaged  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  business  in  Bellefontaine,  but  after  that 
followed  farming  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  On  the  8th  of  May,  1862,  he 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  ]\Iiss  Sarah  J.  Hen- 
derson, who  was  born  near  Utica,  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  April  27,  1840.  Her  parents, 
Robert  and  IMargaret  (McDavitt)  Hender- 
son, were  both  natives  of  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  though 
their  ancestors  came  to  America  at  a  \'ery 
early  da}'.  To  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren of  whom  Airs.  Anderson  is  the  oldest; 
Belle  is  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Walker,  of  Salis- 
bury, Alissouri:  and  Caroline  C,  the  de- 
ceaseil  wife  of  J.  B.  Whitney,  of  Burns- 
township,  this  county. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  naiuely  :  Margaret,, 
wife  of  Samuel  Warner,  of  Burns  tii\Vn- 
ship;  George,  also  a  resident  of  Burns  trnvn- 
ship,  who  married  Esther  Corckel,  of  Ke- 
wanee, and  has  two  children,  David  and 
Lola;  Sarah  Cornelia,  wife  of  David  Alar- 
tin,  of  Kewanee  township;  Eva  Lou,  wife  of 
Frank  Simonti.in.  of  Burns  townshi]),  by 
whom     she    has     two    children.    Ethel    and 
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]\Iyrtle;  Olive  P.elle.  wife  of  Ernest  Couve, 
of  lUinis  tiiwnship;  Alary  Lizzie,  wife  of 
A\'illiani  R(il)si>n.  i.f  the  same  township,  liy 
ulK.m  slie  has  ..ne  child  W'illnir  Lee;  and 
Alhert  D.  at  lunne  with  his  m.jther. 

Shtirtly  after  his  marriage  in  181') J,  Air. 
AndersdU  renmved  to  Wisconsin  and  set- 
tled in  I'ine  P.lutt,  Dane  omnty.  Imt  in 
]\Iarch,  ]804,  lie  returned  to  Ohio,  and  after 
spentling-  the  winter  there  he  came  to  Henry 
comity.  Illinois,  in  1865.  He  purchased  a 
part  (if  the  present  farm  (in  section  9,  Burns 
t<.iwn>hip.  and  to  it  added  frinu  time  to  time 
until  he  owned  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  well  improved  and  highly  productix'e  land 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  May 
26.  1cS(j3,  He  huilt  a  fine  home,  one  of  the 
good,  earlv  laiildings  of  his  township.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  as  one  of  the  leading  and  influential 
■citizens  of  his  townshiii  he  was  called  upon 
t('  ser\'e  as  suiiervisor  for  fourteen  vears.  He 
always  took  a  comniendahle  interest  in  puh- 
lie  alTairs  and  gave  a  liheral  support  to  all 
enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  welfare 
■of  his  community.  Although  not  a  member 
<)i  anv  religious  denomination  he  freely  con- 
tributed to  church  work,  and  in  his'death  his 
township  has  lost  a  \alned  citizen.  Airs. 
Anderson  is  a  member  of  the  rresl)}'terian 
Church  and  is  a  most  e<timahle  woman. 


jl'.Rl'MlAll    11. 
Among  the   i)roininei 


ICKEL. 


lineut  early  settlers  of 
IIenr_\-  count}-,  now  li\iiig  a  retired  life  in 
'Geneseo,  on  h'.ast  Cenieter_\-  street,  was  horn 
on  the  iQth  of  October.  183^1,  in  West  Sa- 
ieni.  Wavne  countx'.  Ohio,  a  son  of  Michael 


S.  and  Catherine  (Harliaugb)  Rickel.  His 
liaternal  grandparents  were  John  B.  and 
Alargaret  (  Swaisgood )  Rickel,  in  whose 
family  were  nine  children  that  grew  to  ma- 
turity. The  grandfather  was  a  native  of 
Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  from  which 
state  he  remo\'ed  to  Ohio,  and  laid  out  the 
village  of  ^^'est  Salem,  which  was  partially 
upon  his  land.  He  gave  the  land  for  the 
first  church  in  that  place  and  also  for  the 
cemetery.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  minister 
of  the  Evangelical  Association,  being  en- 
gaged in  iireaching  for  man}'  years.  His 
death  occurred  at  his  home  in  West  Salem, 
when  he  \\as  se\ent}--one  years  of  age,  his 
wife  having  passed  away  some  fifteen  years 
previously.  Our  subject's  great-grandfather 
was  married  to  a  Miss  Blucher,  a  cousin  of 
Cen.  J'.lucher,  of  Waterloo  fame.  She  was 
one  of  the  first  to  unite  with  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  I'enn.sylvania.  Our  subject's  ma- 
ternal grandparents  were  J':>hn  and  Eliza- 
beth (Rickel)  Harbaugh.  the  former  a  na- 
ti\e  of  X'irginia,  the  latter  of  Bedford  county 
l'enns}l\ania.  They  emigrated  in  an  early 
day  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  as  pioneers. 

Alichael  S.  Rickel,  father  of  our  subject, 
as  also  born  in  the  Keystone  state,  and  in 
carl\-  life  acconi])anied  b}'  his  parents  on 
their  renioxal  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  and  later 
clerked  in  a  store  at  West  Salem.  In  Octo- 
ber, i83_>,  he  came  to  Henr}-  count}-,  llli- 
n.ois.  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  govern- 
ment land  in  Pheni.x  township.  He  convert- 
ed the  wild  tract  into  a  good  farm  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  there  until  his  death 
which  occurred  in  1881.  on  the  seventieth 
anni\ersar}-  of  his  birth.  He  most  credit- 
ably tilled  a  number  of  township  offices  ami 
for  about  tweut}-  years  .servetl  as  postmaster 
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of  Pink  Prairie.  He  and  liis'  lirotlier.  Jo 
siah  S..  .started  tlie  first  Sabl)atli  school  in 
their  community,  and  also  establislied  the 
first  Sabbath  school  in  the  Phenix  district. 
He  gave  the  land  on  which  the  first  district 
school  house  was  built  in  his  part  of  the 
township,  and  also  donated  the  land  lor  the 
first  cemetery  in  that  locality.  His  political 
support  was  given  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  took  an  active  interest  in  all  the  im])ortant 
questions  of  the  day,  earnestly  advocating 
those  measures,  whose  ol)ject  was  the  ad- 
\ancement  of  the  community  in  which  h;* 
lived.  During  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his 
life  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
ha\ing  secured  his  medical  education  largely 
by  home  study,  and  obtaining  a  state  certifi- 
cate to  practice.  He  was  often  called  in  con- 
sultation with  the  leading  physicians  of  the 
county.  Religiously  he  was  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  and 
honored  citizens  of  his  community.  His 
estimable  wife  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years,  is  quite  active  in  mintl, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  }-oungest 
daughter  at  Juanita,  Adams  county,  Nebras- 
ka.    She  was  also  a  great  church  worker. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were 
eight  children,  namely:  (i)  Susanna  H. 
married  Samuel  Strouse,  a  farmer  of  West 
Salem,  Oliio.  who  served  through  the  Civil 
war  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, and  died  in  1893,  wdiile  his  wife  died  in 
l-'ebruary.  1899,  leaving  three  chikh"en._ 
Anna,  William  and  Lottie.  (2)  Jeremiah 
H.,  ovu-  subject,  is  next  in  ordet  of  birth. 
(3)  Adam  H.  was  also  a  Union  soldier,  be- 
ing first  a  member  of  Company  F,  Fifty- 
sixth  Regiment.  Illinois  A'olunteer  Infantrv, 


and  later  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Regiment.  A'et- 
eran  Indiana  \'olunteer  Infantry.  He  died 
of  typhoid  fe\'er  in  the  hospital  at  Memphis, 
Tennessee.  (4)  Rosanna  H.  died  in  John- 
son county,  Nebraska,  in  1893,  at  the  age  of 
fortv-nine  years.  (5)  ^largaret  H.  married 
S.  F.  Monger,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska,  and 
(lied  at  Lincoln,  that  state.  Their  children 
were  George  H.  ami  Fhira,  still  lix'ing; 
and  Edna  and  May,  ])oth  deceased  (6) 
Isaiah  is  editor  of  the  Juniata  Herald  and 
also  postmaster  of  Juniata,  Neliraska,  and  is 
a  memi)er  of  the  Indeiiendent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
married  Ella  Houston,  and  they  have  five 
children.  Earl,  Edna,  Nellie,  Lyle  and  Roe 
(7)  Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  D.  Schu- 
mann, a  farmer,  blacksmith  and  wagon- 
maker  of  Graf.  Johnson  county,  Nebraska, 
and  they  have  one  child.  Oliver.  (8)  ]^Iary 
Jane  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools- 
of  Illinois  and  Nebraska,  but  is  now  keep- 
ing house  for  her  mother  at  Juniata,  the  lat- 
ter state.  Our  subject,  Susanna,  .\dam  and 
^larg'aret  were  also  teachers. 

The  first  si.xteen  3-ears  of  his  life  Jere- 
n'liah  Rickel  passed  in  the  place  of  his  birth, 
and  then  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
count}-.  His  education  was  begun  in  Ohio, 
and  completed  in  the  district  schools  of  Phe- 
ni.K  township.  For  some  years  he  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  school  during  the 
winter  months,  while  through  the  summer 
season  he  Avorked  on  the  home  farm  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  Pri_Mnpted  by  a 
spirit  of  patriotism  he  enlisted  at  Geneseo, 
in  1862,  in  Crmipany  F,  Fifty-si.xth  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  discharged 
at  Chicago  about  four  months  later.  He 
then  re-enlisted  with  the  same  captain  in 
Company  H.  Fifty-ninth  Indiana  regiment. 
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and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  cessa- 
tion (if  hostilities,  being  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  on  the 
_'8th  of  April,  1865.  He  participated  in  the 
engagement  at  Corinth,  ]Mississippi,  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  battles  of  Champion 
Hill  and  Missionary  Ridge:  the  march  to 
Savanah,  Georgia,  and  Raliegh,  North  Car- 
olina, and  all  of  the  engagements  en  route; 
and  also  the  battles  of  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
Grand  Gulf,  Forty  Hills  and  Farmington. 
Returning  to  his  Ivome  after  being  dis- 
charged, Mr.  Rickel  resumed  farming  and 
school  teaching  in  Phenix  triwnship. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1870,  at  Gen- 
eseo,  was  celebrated  his  marriage  with  Marv 
P.  Miller,  a  daughter  of  John  Adam  and 
A'eronica  (Rinck)  Miller.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Loraine,  France,  but  was  only  two 
3'-ears  old  when  he  came  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  in  1820.  He  became  a  farmer  of 
Geneseo  township,  this  county,  and  died  in 
the  city  of  Geneseo,  October  27,  1895,  at 
ibe  age  of  sixty-six  years,  leaving  a  widow 
and  seven  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Rickel 
is  the  oldest.  Her  paternal  grandfather  was 
from  Loraine,  Germany.  He  was  the  first 
to  establish  the  German  Jvlethodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  Geneseo,  Illinois.  Her  mother, 
a  native  of  Warren,  Warren  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in 
Geneseo,  July  20,  1899.  She  belonged  to 
the  Rinck  family  that  was  founded  in  White- 
side county,  Illinois,  as  early  at  1827.  She 
liad  three  sisters,  Mary  Ann.  Catherine  anl 
Mary;  tw(j  brothers,  Louis,  Frances.  Mary 
and  Louis  died  young.  Mrs.  Rickel's 
brothers  and  sisters  are  as  follows :  George 
H.,  who  married  Dora  Beers,  and  is  a 
teamster  and  road  commissioner  at  Geneseo ; 
I'rancis  A.,  who  married  Minnie  Kicksey, 
and   is  a  livervman  of  Geneseo;  Anna  C. 


\y\ie  of  William  N.  Baker,  a  farmer  of  Phe- 
nix township,  this  county;  John  N.,  who 
married  Ella  Franks  and  lives  in  Yorktown, 
this  county;  William  L.,  who  married  Ame- 
lia Wolf,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Yorktown.  this 
county;  and  Clara  A".,  wife  of  Lee  Brown, 
a  farmer  of  Fleh-ey,  JeiTerson  county,  Ne- 
braska.    Her  brothers  are  all  Republicans. 

'Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rickel  are  the  parents  of 
six  children,  all  born  in  Henry  county,  with 
exception  of  Alice,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Whiteside  county,  Illinois.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows: Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  Albert  M. 
Young,  a  machinist,  who  is  now  employed 
on  government  works  at  Moline,  Illinois; 
John  I.  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  King- 
man-]\Io(jre  Agricultural  Implement  House, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  a  resident  of 
Geneseo;  Martha  is  attending  school  in 
Abingdon,  Illinois,  preparing  herself  for 
kindergarten  work ;  Alice  V.  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Geneseo  high  school  and  now  a  teacher 
in  the  district  schools  of  Phenix  township; 
Estella  R.  is  attending  the  Geneseo  high 
school;  and  Nettie  A.  is  also  a  student  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  place. 

In  his  political  views  JNIr.  Rickel  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  he  has  ever  taken 
quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  serving  as  township  collector  of 
Phenix  township,  and  in  Loraine  township, 
where  he  afterwards  lived.  He  was  also 
ti.wnship  clerk  and  school  director  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  filled  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  public.  He  keeps 
up  his  relationship  with  his  old  army  com- 
rades by  his  connection  with  J.  E.  Jenkins 
Post,  No.  452,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Geneseo,  Illi- 
rois,  and  religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Evangelical  Church  of  Geneseo.  As 
a  generous,  liberal  minded  and  progressive 
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■citizen  he  lias  aided  in  the  development  of 
his  adopted  county,  and  is  to-day  one  of  her 
most  honored   citizens. 


PETER  A.  PETERSON. 

Among  the  weh-to-do  and  liighly  esteem- 
ed citizens  of  Western  township  is  Peter  A 
Peterson,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  26, 
where  he  owns  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  acres,  pleasantly  located 
within  two  miles  of  Orion.  He  was  horn 
in  Sweden,  on  the  30th  of  Decemher,  1844, 
and  in  1849  was  brought  to  the  United  State; 
by  his  parents,  C.  J.  and  Anna  Louise  (Ro- 
senmiller)  Peterson.  The  father  was  born  in 
1 81 5  and  prior  to  his  emigration  to  America 
followed  farming  in  his  native  land.  On 
their  arrival  in  this  country  the  family  first 
located  in  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania, 
but  in  1852  came  to  Illinois,  driving  across 
the  country  with  teams.  The  father  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  wild  land  on  section  35, 
,  Western  township,  where  he  opened  up  and 

improved  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  making  it 
his  home  throughout  the  remainder  of  bin 
life.  He  died  in  1894,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  seventy-nine  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  January  i,  1880,  both  being  laid  to  rest 
ill  Andover  cemetery.  In  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  the  folowing  children, 
three  of  whom  were  born  in  Sweden,  the 
i-ithers  in  this  country.  Peter  A.  is  third  in 
order  of  birth.  Mrs.  Christina  Stateen  is 
now  a  widow  residing  in  Missouri,  and  has 
'  'lie  daughter  married.  Anna  Matilda  is 
keeping  house  for  our  subject.  Lotta  is  the 
wife  of  A.  G.  Samuelson,  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  they  have  five  sons,  Ernest,  Wal- 


ter, Sherman,  Edwin  and  Elmer  G.  G.  H., 
who  owned  the  old  homestead  in  this  county, 
married  in  1883  and  died  in  1892.  He  had 
four  children:  Carl  Henry,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years;  Arthur  A.,  Cora  and 
Xellie,  who  are  still  living. 

Mr.  Peterson,  of  this  re\-ievv,  is  indebted 
to  the  public  schools  of  this  county  for  his 
educational  privileges,  and  upon  the  home 
farm  he  early  became  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agricultur- 
ist. On  attaining  his  majority  he  left  the 
parental  roof,  and  commenced  farming  on 
liis  own  account  on  a  tract  of  forty  acrea 
where  he  now  resides.  He  erected  thereon 
a  small  house  which  he  has  since  enlarged, 
and  to  his  land  he  has  added  from  time  to 
time  as  his  financial  resources  have  merited 
until  he  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  acres,  \\hich  he  has 
placed  under  excellent  cultivation.  He  has 
built  a  large  basement  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings, and  by  the  planting  of  both  fruit 
and  forest  trees  has  made  his  place  one  of 
the  most  attractive  in  that  locality.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming  he  is  engaged 
in  the  raising  and  feeding  of  stock  for  mar- 
ket, shipping  a  carload  of  cattle  and  a  large 
number  of  hogs  to  the  city  each  year.  Mr. 
Peterson  is  what  the  world  terms  a  self-inado 
man,  for  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
empty-handed,  and  his  success  is  due  entirely 
to  his  own  well-directed  and  energetic  ef- 
forts. 

On  attaining  man's  estate,  ^Mr.  Peterson 
supported  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  presi- 
dency in  1864,  and  has  nex'er  wavered  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party  since  that 
time,  but  he  has  never  cared  for  political 
honors.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  as  district  clerk  for  some  years, 
and  has  given  his,  support  to  all  enterprises 
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which  lie  heHe\-es  calculated  to  ad\-ance  the 
educational,  social  and  moral  welfare  of  his 
community.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Lu- 
theran and  holds  membership  with  the  church 
at  Orion.. 


SWAX  P.  STREED. 

Swan  P.  Streed,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  honored  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizens  of  Andover  township,  as  well 
a?  one  of  its  successful  agriculturists.  He 
was  born  April  26,  18 15,  in  Horn  Socken, 
Ostergothland,  Sweden,  and  was  there  reared 
ar.d  educated.  In  his  native  land  he  was 
twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Clara 
Peterson.  In  1849,  accompanied  by  their 
four  children,  they  took  passage  on  a  sailing 
vessel  for  the  L'nited  States,  and  after  a 
rough  and  stormy  voyage  of  eleven  weeks 
landed  at  Castle  Garden,  New  York.  Short- 
ly after  their  arrival  in  this  country  several 
of  the  family  were  taken  ill  with  cholera,  and 
the  wife  and  two  children,  lunma  Matilda 
and  Axel  Godfre}-,  died  in  Alliany,  of  that 
dread  disease.  The  remainder  of  the.  family 
proceeded  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  by  way 
of  the  canal  to  Buffalo,  New  York ;  the  lakes 
to  Chicago;  the  canal  to  Peru,  Illinois;  and 
by  team  to  their  destination,  arriving  here 
on  the  13th  of  August,  1849.  The  two  chil- 
dren who  came  with  their  father  to  this 
ci.mntry  were  Christine,  who  was  adopted 
l)y  H.  (."..  Griffin  and  died  in  1835;  and  Mal- 
ker  F..  a  resident  of  Osco.  this  county,  a 
sketch  (if  wliom  appears  on  another  page  of 
this  vohmie. 

Jn  September  fullnwing  his  .-irrixal  in 
Henry  C(junty,  .Mr.  Strecil  married  Miss 
Anna  S.  Nelson,  who  was  l)orn  in  .Hyck- 
linge,  Sweden.  August   15.  1825,  and  sailed 


from  Gottenburg  on  the  same  vessel  with 
her  husband.  By  the  union  were  born  ten 
children,  namely :  Mrs.  Anna  L.  Nelson,  a 
resident  of  Cambridge;  Frank  G.,  who  died 
in  Andoxer :  Frank  H.,  a  grain  dealer  of 
Clah,  and  Jtjhn  A'.,  an  attorney  of  Cam- 
liridge,  l.>oth  of  whom  are  rej^iresented  else- 
where in  this  work;  lulmund  L.,  a  traveling: 
salesman  in  the  employ  of  L.  E.  ^^'est,  and  a 
resident  of  Rock  Island,  Illinois;  Peter  A., 
v,ho  died  in  Andover;  Joseph  A.,  also  a 
traveling  salesman  for  L.  E.  West  and  a 
resident  of  Orion;  Huldah  S.,  wife  of  Re\. 
W.  B.  Shirle}',  of  Kent,  Iowa;  and  ]\Iyrtle 
Clara,  of  the  same  place. 

On  reaching  this  county  ]Mr.  Streed  lo- 
cated in  Andover,  becoming  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  that  village.  For  a  time  he  served 
as  agent  for  the  New  York  Bible  Society, 
but  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
was  engaged  in  farming.  For  a  time  he  re- 
sided on  section  16,  Andover  township,  and 
then  remo\'ed  to  section  36,  where  he  lived 
in  a  house  with  Mr.  Graham  on  the  Scanlon 
farm.  Subsequently  he  bought  of  A.  W. 
/Vyres  twenty  acres  on  section  34,  which 
place  he  improved,  but  later  removed  to  sec- 
tion 36,  where  in  1867  he  purchased  eighty 
acres.  To  the  improvement  and  cultivation 
of  that  farm  he  devoted  his  time  and  ener- 
gies throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
There  he  died  on  the  28tli  of  Decemlier, 
1878,   and   his  wife  passed    awav     Julv  6. 

Before  his  emigration  to  -Vmerica  ^Ir. 
Streed  ser^■ed  ten  years  in  the  Swedish  army 
under  Charles  X\'.  As  a  Republican  he  took 
an  active  part  in  local  politics  in  this  coun- 
try, and  was  a  recognized  leader  in  publiit 
affairs  in  liis  community.  In  early  days  he- 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  aft'airs 
of  the  Swedish  colony  in  Andover,  and  be- 
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ing  able  to  speak  and  write  English,  he  did 
most  of  the  corresponding  for  his  neigh- 
bors, and  made  many  trijjs  to  the  land  ol^ce 
in  Dixon  in  their  behalf.  He  took  a  deep 
and  commendable  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  did  all  in  his  power  for  the  im- 
l)ro\ement  and  benefit  of  the  schools  of  his 
locality.  He  was  one  of  the  first  ilirectors 
of  district  Xo.  8,  Andover  township,  and 
superintended  the  building  of  the  school 
house  in  1866,  prior  to  which  time  school 
had  been  conducted  in  private  dwellings. 
Mv.  Streed  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  Andover;  always  took  an  active  part  in  its 
work ;  and  for  a  time  served  as  one  of  its 
deacons.  He  was  a  man  of  exemplary 
liabits,  commendable  purpose  and  unbend- 
ing integrity,  and  in  all  life's  relations  merit- 
ed the  confidence  which  was  so  freely  ac- 
corded him.  He  was  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  men  of 
his  community. 


AIALKER  F.  STREED. 

The  history  of  this  esteemed  citizen  of 
Osco  township,  Henry  county.  Illinois,  is  of 
unusual  interest,  and  few  of  our  foreign- 
born  citizens  are  more  loyal  in  their  devotion 
to  this,  the  land  of  their  adoption,  than  he 
has  been  for  the  period  of  his  residence  here, 
which  is  over  half  a  century.  He  was  bom 
in  Ostergothland,  Sweden,  July  5,  1843,  ^"-'^ 
at  the  age  of  six  years  was  brought  to  Amer- 
ica by  his  parents.  Swan  P.  and  Clara  (Pe- 
terson) Streed.  The  voyage  was  a  rough 
and  stormy  one.  Shortly  after  their  arrival 
in  New  York  several  of  the  family  were 
taken    ill    with    cholera,    and    the    wife    and 


mother,  together  with  two  of  the  children. 
Emma  Matlida  and  Axel  Godfrey,  died  in 
the  Empire  state  of  that  dread  disease.  The 
remainder  of  the  family  then  came  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  and  took  up  their  residence 
in  Andover  township.  There  were  two  other 
children,  Christine,  who  was  adopted  by  H. 
G.  Griffin,  of  Andover  township,  and  died 
in  1855;  and  Malker  F.,  our  subject.  A 
sketch  of  his  father  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  volume. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  j\l.  F. 
Streed  attended  the  district  schools  of  An- 
dover township,  and  he  early  became  famil- 
iar with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot 
of  the  agriculturist.  That  vocation  he  has 
chosen  as  a  life  w^ork,  and  for  the  past  twelve 
years  has  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  in  Osco  township. 

When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  j\Ir.  Streed 
offered  his  services  to  the  government  to 
help  put  down  the  rebellion,  enlisting  at 
Galesburg,  in  September,  1861,  in  Company 
C,  Forty-third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
for  three  years  or  during  the  war.  He  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at 
Camp  Butler,  Springfield,  where  the  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Shiloh.  Corinth,  Salem  Center,  Summer- 
ville,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  the  en- 
gagements at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and 
Jackson,  Tennessee. 

He  was  in  the  Red  river  expedition  under 
General  Frederick  Steele,  and  although  they 
defeated  the  enemy.  General  Banks  waa 
driven  back.  During  their  return  to  Little 
Rock  the  troops  were  four  days  without 
rations.  Twice  Mr.  Streed  was  slightly 
wounded,  and  was  confined  in  the  camp  hos-. 
pital  for  two  months.  For  a  long  time  he  was 
stationed  at  Little  Rock  doing  guard  duty, 
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and  after  three  years  of  arduous  and  faith- 
ful service  was  honorably  discharged  at  that 
place   in   September,    1864. 

Mr.  Streed  was  married  in  .\nd':)ver 
townsliip.  ^lay  7,  1871.  the  lady  ni  his  choic ;. 
being  ^liss  Christina  M.  Xye.  also  a  native 
of  Sweden,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Eva  Elizabeth  Xye,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  that  country,  and  in  1867 
emigrated  to  the  new  world,  locating  in  An- 
dover  township,  this  county,  where  the- 
mother  died.  For  many  years  the  father  was 
a  prominent  and  well-known  farmer  of  that 
township,  but  is  now  living  in  Cambridge. 
Mrs.  Streed  died  September  19.  1896,  at  the 
age  of  forty-four  years,  leaving  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  Clara  M.,  Bunyan  C.  O..  Fer- 
dinand'J.,  George  J.,  Fred  E.,  Ella  J.,  Mabel 
C.  and  Paul  H. 

Politically  Mr.  Streed  is  an  active  Re- 
publican and  has  filled  the  offices  of  collec- 
tor and  school  director  in  Andover  town- 
ship. Socialh'  he  is  an  honored  memljer  of 
the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Cambridge.  He 
holds  membershi])  in  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  his  life  has  ever  been  such  as  to  com- 
mand the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact  either  in  bus- 
iness  or   social   circles. 


FRAXK  H.   STREED. 

For  over  half  a  century  the  Streed  fam- 
ily has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
agricultural  and  business  interests  of  Henr_\ 
county,  and  its  various  members  ha\e  won 
for  the  name  an  enviable  distinction  by  their 
in.telligence  and  worth.  This  high  rc])iUa- 
tion  is  in  no  \\a\-  diminished  in  the  present 
generation,  and  our  subject,  who  is  a  well 


known  btisiness  man  (if  Ulah.  displays  in  a 
marked  degree  the  admiralile  characteristic* 
v.hich  the  name  suggests. 

A  native  of  Hein-y  ,ci>unty.  Air.  Streed 
was  bom  March  2.  1857,  on  section  34,  .\n- 
dover  township,  in  an  old  house  whicli  was 
erected  in  1850,  and  is  the  only  one  still 
standing  in  that  towriship.  His  parents  wero 
Swan  P.  and  Anna  S.  ( Xelson)  Streed, 
whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  thi^ 
volume.  The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our 
subject  were  passed  in  his  native  township, 
and  his  literary  education  was  acquired  iu 
its  public  schools.  He  engaged  in  farming 
on  the  old  hi^mestead  from  1878  to  1890. 
and  then  Ijecame  interested  in  the  grain  bus^ 
iness  at  Ulah.  as  manager  for  E.  S.  East- 
man &  C(5mpany  of  Peoria.  He  is  also  en. 
gaged  in  the  coal  business  on  his  own  aci 
count,  and  for  some  time  carried  on  mer- 
cantile pursuits  at  L'lah,  but  for  the  pass 
four  years  has  rented  his  store  building. 
By  fair  and  honoralile  dealing  he  has  se- 
cured an  excellent  trade,  and  is  meeting  with 
well    deser\'ed    success. 

On  the  17th  of  May.  189J,  'Mv.  Streetl 
was  married  in  Andover  township,  to  Miss 
Julia  A,  Griffin,  a  native  of  that  township, 
of  which  her  father,  H.  G.  Griffin,  was  ong 
of  the  ])ioneers,  but  is  now  a  resident  of 
Cambridge.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  ha\'e 
two  children,  Henry  G.  and  Eugene  F. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  found 
in  Mr.  Streed  a  stanch  snjjporter  of  its  prin- 
ciples, and  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  town- 
ship central  ciimmittee.  He  served  as  as- 
sessor and  collector  in  .\ndover  township 
in  1 888  and  1890,  respectively,  and  is  now 
most  capably  filling  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  in  Cambridge  township.  He  is  a 
jileasant.  genial  gentleman  who  has  a  host  of 
frientls,  and  is  \'ery  jjopular  in  the  comniu- 
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nity  wliere  he  resides.  He  attends  and  sup- 
jxirts  the  Congregational  Church  of  Cam- 
bridge, of  which  his  wife  is  an  earnest 
member. 


JOHN  \'.  STREED. 

One  of  t!ie  ablest  and  most  prominent 
members  of  the  legal  profession,  now  prac- 
t!cing  at  the  Henry  County  Bar,  is  the  sul)- 
ject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  native  of  the 
coiuitv,  1)1  )rn  in  the  township  of  .\ndo\'er, 
March  13.  1859.  the  son  of  Swan  P.  and 
Anna  S.  (  Xelson )  Streed.  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Sweden.  The  former  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Horn  Socken. 
Ostergothland.  Sweden,  and  there  he  was 
twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  he  had 
one  son  ^Marker  P..  who  now  resides  in  Os- 
Co.  Henry  county.  Illinois.  In  1849  he  took 
passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  for  the  United 
States,  and  after  a  \x)yage  of  eleven  weeks 
landed  at  Castle  Garden,  Xew  York,  from 
v.hence  he  at  once  proceeded  to  Henry 
county.  Illinois,  arriving  here  on  the  15th 
oi  Augtist  of  that  year,  locating  in  Andover 
township.  \Miile  en  route  he  lost  his  second 
wife,  anrl  in  September  following  his  arri\al. 
he  married  Aliss  Anna  S.  Xelsim.  wIk.)  was 
born  in  Hycklinge.  Sweden,  and  who  crmie 
o\-er  in  the  same  vessel  with  him.  The\'  be- 
came the  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  living,  namely :  Anna  L.  Xel- 
son, a  resident  of  Cambridge:  Frank  H.,  of 
Ulah,  Henry  county:  John  V.,  of  this 
sketch:  Edmuntl  L.,  of  Rock  Island,  Illi- 
nois: Joseph  A.,  of  Orion.  Illinois:  Huldah 
S.  Shirley,  of  Kent,  Iowa:  and  Alyrtle  C, 
of  the  same  place. 

On  locating  in  Andover  township.  Swan 
P.   Streed  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land. 


and  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  he 
devoted  his  energies  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  became  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  men  of  that 
locality,  and  was  widel_\-  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  count}-.  As  a  Repub- 
lican, he  took  an  active  part  in  local  poli- 
tics, and  was  a  recognized  leader  in  public 
affairs  in  his  community.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Swedish  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  Church  in  Andover  and  for  a 
lime  served  as  one  of  its  deacons.  He  died 
on  his  farm.  December  j8th,  1878,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  July  6,   1891. 

On  the  home  farm  in  Andover  township, 
John  V.  Streed  grew  to  manhood,  and  his 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  For  a  time  he 
was  a  student  at  Abingdon  College,  and  later 
attended  the  Geneseo  Xormal  school  and 
the  Chicago  University.  In  the  latter  school 
he  pursued  an  elective  course,  luu  which  was 
equal  to  the  standard  courses  of  the  leading 
uni\ersities.  In  1887  he  entered  the  X'orth- 
western  University  at  Evanston,  Illinois, 
where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  be- 
came a  student  at  the  Union  College  of  Law, 
Chicago,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1890.  While  pursuing 
his  studies  in  the  various  institutions.  j\Ir. 
Streeil  practically  earned  all  the  money  re- 
(juired  lo  secure  his  education.  He  carried 
papers,  lit  and  extinguished  street  lamps, 
cared  for  the  lecture  room  and  some  of  the 
recitation  rooms  of  the  University,  and  took 
meter  statements  and  distributed  gas  bills 
for  the  Gas  Compnay.  While  doing  these 
\arious  things  for  his  supi)(.)rt,  he  did  not 
neglect  his  studies,  but  stood  at  the  head  (if 
his  classes,  and  came  through  with  not  only 
a  liberal  education,  but  with  an  independence 
of  character  that  comes  onlv  to  those  who 
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are  self-supporting  and  who  lia\-e  confidence 
in  themselves. 

On  graduating-  fmin  the  Law  Sclmol. 
j\Ir.  Streed  opened  an  office  in  Chicago,  hut 
in  the  fall  of  1890  he  removed  to  Cambridge, 
and  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in 
the  practice  at  that  place.  He  was  a  memlier 
of  the  well  known  firm  nf  Turner  &  Streed 
from  the  time  df  locating  in  Cambridge  un- 
til 1899.  when  ]\Ir.  Turner  was  elected  count} 
judge  of  Henrv  county,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  alone.  He  enjoys  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive practice  and  is  regarded  both  by  the  peo- 
ple and  his  associates  as  one  of  the  best  law- 
3-ers  in  the  county.  He  speaks  not  only  Eng- 
lish. Init  alsci  the  Swedish  and  (iernian  lan- 
g'uages  eijuall}-  as  well.  ha\ing  a  natural 
talent  in  that  directiiMi,  and  is  reinited  to 
be  one  of  the  best  linguists  in  northwestern 
Illinois.  His  knowledge  of  these  languager. 
has  been  of  great  assistance  tn  him  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

At  Lnion  I'ier.  Michigan.  December 
24th.  1887.  Mr.  Streed  was  miited  in  mar- 
riage with  ?iliss  Luna  Estella  (;(.i\\(l\'.  a  na- 
tive of  ?^IcHenry  cnunty,  Illinois,  of  which 
place  her  parents,  Eranklin  and  Mar\-  (  Alii 
lard)  (iowdy  were  early  settlers,  hut  who, 
for  some  years,  have  Ijeen  living  at  L'nion 
Pier.  Mrs.  (Iowdy  is  a  relative  of  Millard 
Fillmi>re  and  Mr.  (Iowdy  is  a  cousin  of  the 
late  \\'.  (.".  (iowdy.  of  the  Cook  County  Bar. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Streed  is  a  member  of 
Cambridge  lodge.  Xo.  49,  A.  F.  .K:  A.  M. 
the  (jrder  of  the  Eastern  Star,  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Cam- 
bridge ;  the  Encampment  of  Odd  Fellows  at 
Galva :  of  the  I^ebekah  lodge  at  Cambridge, 
He  also  Ijelongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Globe, 
the  Home  I'orum  Safety  Fund  Investment 
Company,  the  North  Star  Benefit  Associa- 
tiiMi  of  Cambridge,  and  i^s  an  honorary  mem- 


lier  of  Phi  Psi.  a  Greek  letter  society  of 
the  Chicago  University.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  chess  players  of  the  west  and  has 
successfully  taken  part  in  several  chess  tour- 
naments; also  several  matches  played  by 
telephone  and  telegraph. 

Mr.  Streed  has  been  an  active  director  of 
the  Cambridge  Public  Library  for  several 
\  ears  and  has  done  much  to  elevate  the  class 
of  literature  in  the  library.  For  three  years 
he  was  an  instructor  in  the  University  Ex- 
tension Course  on  the  suliject  (if  History,, 
and  he  has  a  fine  reputation  as  a  historian. 

Mr.  Streed  is  one  of  the  active  members 
of  the  Republican  jjarty  and  is  a  well  known 
and  effectixe  campaign  speaker  in  both  the 
English  and  Swedish  languages.  At  present 
he  is  vice  president  of  the  Swedish-American 
Republican  League  of  the  state  of  Illinois, 
and  is  secretary  of  the  Henry  county  organ- 
ization of  sard -league.  In  1899  he  was  prom- 
inently mentioned  as  a  candidate  for  county 
judge  but  failing  to  get  the  nomination  ou 
the  Re]niblican  ticket  his  partner  was  mom- 
irated  and  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
Upright,  relialile  and  honorable,  his  strict  ad- 
herence to  princiiile  commands  the  respect  of 
all.  The  ])lace  he  has  won  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession is  accorded  him  in  recognition  of 
his  skill  and  ability,  and  the  place  he  oc- 
cupies in  the  social  world  is  a  tribute  to  that 
genuine  worth  and  true  nobleness  of  char- 
acter which  are  universal}-  recognized  and 
lionored. 


JUDSON  P.  PAINE. 

For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  Judson 
P.  Paine  has  been  a  prominent  resident  of 
Annawan  and  during  most  of  this  time  has 
efficiently  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.    He 
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Avas  lKM"n  on  the  present  site  of  Millerton,  in 
Northeast  township.  Dutchess  county.  Xew 
York,  January  22.  1834.  and  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
highly  respected  families  of  that  region.  His 
paternal  great-grandfather  came  to  this 
country  from  England  prior  to  the  Re\-olu- 
tionary  war  and  from  the  government  en- 
tered the  land  on  which  our  suhject's  hirth 
occurred.  I'^or  this  farm,  consisting  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres,  it  is  said, 
that  he  paid  six  cents  per  acre.  There  hin 
son,  Jeremiah  Paine,  the  grandfather  of  our 
sr.hject.  was  l)orn  in  1780.  and  made  it  his 
home  throughout  life,  his  occupation  being 
that  of  a  farmer.  He  wedded  -Mary  W'ood- 
ard.  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children, 
namely:  Lorenda  became  the  wife  of  Tru- 
man Eggleston,  and  after  li\ing  for  a  time 
near  the  old  homestead  removed  to  Toledo, 
Ohio,  where  both  died:  Piatt  A.,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  second  in  order  of  birth  j 
Sarah  Ann  married  Bailey  Bowdish  and 
both  died  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  wdiere 
three  oi  their  sons  now  reside;  George  died 
in  infancy:  Rachel  became  the  wife  of  Mor- 
timer P.  Worth,  of  Poughkeepsie,  Xew 
York,  where  their  deaths  occurred ;  Jere- 
miah W.  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  old  home- 
stead :  and  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Darius 
Penny,  of  Dutchess  county.  New  '  York, 
Avhere  both  died. 

Piatt  A.  Paine,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Dutchess 
county,  June  24,  1806,  and  continued  to  re- 
side there  until  called  to  his  final  rest  No- 
vember 21.  1878.  He  made  farming  his  life 
work.  He  married  2\Iiss  Juliette  Russel. 
who  was  also  Imrn  in  Dutchess  county,  in 
181 3,  and  died  in  1876.  Her  parents.  Eli 
and  Hilary  (Aldrich)  Russell,  both  belonged 
to  old  American  families,  wdiile  the  former 


w-as  of  England  and  the  latter  of  German 
descent.  Fi\e  children  were  born  to  Piatt 
A.  Paine  and  wife,  namely  :  James  R.,  born 
June  ig.  1830.  married  first  Julia  Eggles- 
ton. who  died  young,  and  second  Cynthia 
Tripp,  and  now  owns  and  operates  the  old 
homestead  farm  wdiich  has  never  passed  out 
of  the  family  since  entered  from  the  govern- 
ment b)'  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject: Judson  P.  is  the  next  of  the  family; 
Tlienm  J.,  born  in  June.  1836.  married  Anna 
C'uKer  and  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
.Millard,  Paine  &  Brown,  wholesale  grocers 
of  Xew  York  city,  where  he  and  his  wife 
both  died  in  1895;  Martin  \\'.,  born  June 
21,  1 84 1,  married  Emily  Eggleston,  and  re- 
sides in  Xortheast  township,  Dutchess  coun-4 
tv,  in  the  house  where  our  subject  was  born; 
Julia  ]\Iay,  born  Alarch  25,  1852,  married 
George  Huston  and  removed  to  Roanoke, 
Virginia,  where  she  died  in  October,  1890. 

Judson  P.  Paine  grew  to  manhood  upon 
the  home  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  leav- 
ing the  parental  roof  in  1856  he  came  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  purchased  a  farm 
ii''.  Annawan  township,  consisting  of  the  west 
bald  of  the  northwest  quarter  of- section  13, 
where  he  followed  farming  quite  successful- 
ly until  1874,  when  he  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Annawan,  making  it  his  home  ever 
since.  Here  he  has  engaged  in  the  real-es- 
tate business  and  for  twenty-four  years  has 
tilled  the  oftice  of  justice  of  the  peace  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  the  general  public. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1852,  Mr. 
Paine  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Harriet  ^L  Webster,  who  was  born  in 
Northeast  township.  Dutchess  county.  New 
York.  August  19.  1834.  and  is  the  only  child 
of  Edmund  and  .\l:)igail  (  Holmes)  Webster, 
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also  natives  ut  that  cniinty.  She  was  rmly 
two  years  nl<l  when  her  father  died  at  the 
oge  of  thirty-one.  Se\eral  years  later  her 
mother  came  to  Illinois,  and  died  in  Anna- 
^van,  February  zj.  1872.  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight  years.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Paine  became  the 
parents  of  two  children :  Josephine  A.,  born 
December  2^.  1853.  is  the  \\ife  of  Lewis 
Daniels,  of  Adair,  Iowa ;  and  Lerov  H.. 
horn  October  21.  1858.  married  Carrie 
(jra}-,  of  ]\Iontana.  and  also  resides  in  Adair, 
Iowa. 

In  1867  Mr.  Paine  was  a  passenger  while 
on  his  way  to  xdsit  his  old  home  on  the  Har- 
lem railroad  train  which  was  struck  bv  a 
cyclone  at  Boston  Corners,  New  York,  fif- 
teen people  being  instantly  killed  while  thir- 
ty-five died  later  from  the  effect  of  their  in» 
juries.  The  car  in  which  he  was  seated  was 
turned  over  three  and  a  half  times  and  stru-.k 
a  fence  along  the  railroad  track.  His  skull 
was  fractured,  and  his  breast  bone  and  one 
finger  were  broken.  Although  not  a  mem- 
])er  of  any  religious  denomination  he  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  church  work  and  gives 
liis  support  to  any  enterprise  tending'  to  ad- 
vance the  moral  or  social  welfare  of  his  com- 
munitv. 


I.  .S.WFORD  BLRXS. 

Among  the  leading  and  re])resentati\-e 
citizens  of  Orion.  Illinois,  is  J.  Sanford 
Burns,  who  occupies  a  prominent  (losition 
in  Masonic  circles,  lie  was  born  in  Clinton, 
Alleglieny  county,  I'enn.sylvania,  November 
25.  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  John  M.  and 
Esther  ( .Meanor  )  liurns.  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  the  same  town,  county  and  state  as 
our  subject,  where  they  were  married  Octo- 
l)er   18,    i84(>.     The  latter  was  a  daughter 


of  Samuel  S.  Meanor,  also  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  state,  who  was  born  at  Clinton, 
and  in  early  life  learned  the  cabinet  maker's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time.  He 
never  left  his  nati\-e  state,  and  died  in  Clin- 
ton, in  1875.  'It  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a  Pres- 
byterian. The  family  were  of  Scotch-Irish 
ar.cestry.  and  strong  in  their  religious  views, 
which  were  of  the  Cahinistic  order. 

Robert  Burns,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  suliject.  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  was  a  native  of  Allegheny  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  a  son  of  one  of  its  pio- 
neers. Religiously,  he  was  a  Presbyterian. 
John  M.  Burns,  the  father,  was  born  Sep- 
tember  9,  1826,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
nati\e  state.  After  reaching  mature  years 
he  engaged  in  farming  in  Allegheny  count}', 
at  which  occupation  he  continued  until  1852, 
when  he  went  to  (California  liy  the  Panama 
route,  and  spent  aliout  three  years  there  in 
prospecting  and  mining,  with  fair  success, 
returning  home  by  the  same  route.  In  the 
fall  of  1855  he  came  to  Henry  county.  Illi- 
nois, and  purchased  a  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  ^^'estern  township,  oit 
which  the  family  located  in  the  following 
spring.  A  thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  he 
met  with  marked  success  in  his  chosen  \()ca- 
tion,  and  tiecame  the  owner  of  five  hundred 
and  sixty-si.x  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land, 
all  in  one  body.  He  continued  to  extensive- 
ly engage  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  until  1886,  when  he  laid  aside  busi- 
ness cares  and  remox'ed  to  Orion,  where  hiM 
last  years  uere  spent  in  ease  and  quiet.  Al- 
though he  \\as  one  of  the  prominent  and 
inriuential  men  of  his  community,  he  never 
cared  for  official  honors,  preferring  to  give 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
interests.     He  died  in  Orion,  November  19, 
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1895,  \\lile  liis  wife  passed  away  May  7, 
1894,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
\\'estern  cemetery,  where  a  substantial  mon- 
ument marks  their  last  resting  place.  In 
their  family  were  two  children,  J.  Sanford 
being  the  only  son.  Mary  J.,  the  daugh- 
ter, born  September  17.  i855._  married  Dr. 
L.  L.  Long.  September  j6.  1883.  They  re- 
sided in  Toulon,  Illinois,  where  she  died 
April  ^9.  1894.  leaving  thres  children,  Bes- 
sie !•'..  J.  Forest  and  J-ester  E.,  while  one 
chiKi,  Eva,  died  at  the  age  of  six  months. 

J.  Santlford  Burns  was  only  four  years 
of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Henry  coun- 
ty, and  here  he  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
I'.ome  farm,  and  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  Western  town- 
ship. Later  he  attended  Prairie  Home  Aca- 
demy, a  pri\:ite  school  at  Orion,  and  also 
took  a  course  at  a  Davenport  Commercial 
College.  During  his  youth  he  gave  his 
father  the  benefit  of  his  labors,  and  continued 
to  aid  in  the  operation  of  the  farm  until  tiic 
remo\al  of  his  parents  to  Orion,  when  he 
took  complete  ciiarge  of  the  place,  carrying- 
on  farming  and  stock  raising  most  success- 
fully for  a  number  of  years.  He  made  a 
specialty  of  the  breeding  of  red  polled  cattle 
and  Shropshire  sheep,  and  has  some  fine 
specimens  of  these  animals  upon  the  home 
farm.  In  the  fall  of  1894,  after  the  death  of 
his  mother,  he  sold  his  farming  interests  and 
remo\eil  to  Orion,  where  he  has  since  lived 
a    retired    life. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1884,  :\ir. 
Burns  was  married  in  Rural  township,  Rock 
Island  county,  Illinois,  to  Miss  Belle  Coffee, 
a  native  of  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  and  ri 
daughter  of  Thomas  Elwood  and  Hannah 
(Wright)  Coffee,  who  were  born,  reared 
arid  married  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  the 
latter  being  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  \\'right. 


Mrs.  Burns  was  reared  in  Rock  Island  coun- 
t}',  Illinois,  where  her  family  located  in 
March,  1853.  Her  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  of  Rock  Island  county, 
the  Prairie  Home  Academy  of  Orion,  and 
the  Jacksonville  Young  Ladies'  Atheneum, 
of  Jacksonville,  Illinois.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Burns  two  children  have  been  born — Clif- 
ford Coffee,  born  June  30.  1885,  and  Ken- 
neth Meanor.  .\ugust  28,   1889. 

Thomas  E.  Coffee,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Burns,  was  born  January  14.  1823.  and  died 
September  5.  1898.  Hannah  (Wright) 
Coft'ee  was  born  December  10,  J825.  He 
was  one  of  the  ])rominent  men  of  Rural 
townshi]).  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois,  and 
one  of  its  most  extensive  farmers.  He  wa.i 
a  strong  advocate  of  temperance,  even  in 
an  early  day  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  and  keeping  his  pledge 
until  his  death.  .V  broad,  liberal  and  strong 
man.  he  was  respected  by  all.  His  widow 
still  li\-es  on  the  farm,  and  is  a  worker  in 
the  temperance  cause  and  equal  suffrage. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of 
whom  two  sons  dietl  in  infancy.  The  twin 
sister  of  Mrs.  Burns,  Ella,  born  in  Hancock 
county,  Illinois,  January  17,  1853.  still  sur- 
vi\es.  She  had  the  same  educational  ad- 
vantages as  Airs.  Burns,  and  was  married 
December  31,  1879,  to  H.  D.  Nutting.  They 
now  reside  in  Emporia,  Kansas. 

In  his  political  views,  Air.  Burns  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his 
party,  and  is  an  earnest  ad\-ocate  of  its  prin- 
ciples. He  formerly  held  membership  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  his  wife 
was  identified  with  the  Universalists,  but 
both  now  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church    of    Orion.      Fraternally    he    is    a 
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Knight  Templar  Masdu  and  is  very  iM-omi- 
nent  in  Alasonic  circles.  He  is  a  member 
of  Sherman  Lodge.  Xo.  535,  A.  F.  &-  A.  M.. 
of  Orion  :  Barrett  Chapter,  No.  18.  R.  .\.  AI. : 
and  Everts  Commandery,  Xo.  18,  K.  T..  of 
Rock  Island,  Illinois.  He  is  now  ser\'ing 
as  deputy  grand  lecturer  and  district  deputy 
grand  master  of  the  state  of  Illinois.  He 
is  a  pleasant,  genial  gentleman  of  high  so-_ 
cial  qualities,  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
thnnighdut  Henry  and  Rock  Island  counties. 
^vhere  he  is  especialh-  \\idel\-  known. 


HUGH  WHITE. 

The  records  of  the  li\es  of  our  fore- 
fathers are  of  interest  to  the  modern  citizen, 
not  alone  for  the  historical  value  but  for 
the  inspiration  and  example  the_\'  afford :  vet 
we  need  not  look  to  the  past.  Although 
surroundings  may  differ,  the  essential  condi- 
tions of  human  life  are  e\er  the  same,  and 
a  :nan  can  learn  much  from  the  success  of 
those  around  him.  The  career  of  Mr.  White 
seems  almost  phenomenal,  vet  his  success 
has  l>een  by  no  means  the  result  of  fortunate 
circumstances.  It  has  come  to  him  through 
ei.ergy.  labor  and  perseverance,  directed  by 
an  evenly  Ijalanced  mind  and  bv  lionorable 
business    principles. 

This  well-known  citizen  of  Annawan 
was  born  in  \\'ellsburg.  Brooke  county. 
West  \'irginia.  June  _'4.  1834.  a  son  of 
Thompson  and  ;Martha  (  Curry  )  White.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  traces  his  ancestrv  back 
t,)  William  White,  who  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent and  lived  in  tlie  north  of  Ireland.  lie 
eloped  with  Miss  Jane  Campl)ell.  who  be- 
longed   to   the   Campbell    clan   and    wa>    the 


daughter  of  a  nobleman  who  lived  in  Ire- 
land and  was  opposed  to  the  marriage.  Com- 
in.g  to  America  they  located  near  Foggs 
]\Ianor,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
after  living  there  for  a  number  of  years,  re- 
moved to  Chestnut  Level,  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  ^Ir.  White  purchased 
a  farm,  and  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  They  had  two  sons,  William 
and  Jacob,  the  latter  being  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject.  For  a  number  of  years  Will- 
iam owned  and  conducted  a  lumber  yard  on 
the  opixjsite  side  of  the  river  from  Columbia, 
Pennsylvania.  Jacob  White,  the  grandfather 
was  born  at  Foggs  ^lanor  and  had  seven 
children,  namely :  James,  who  spent  tnost  of 
his  life  in  Pennsylvania  and  ^"irginia,  but 
died  in  Peoria  county.  Illinois:  John,  a  life- 
long resident  of  Penns}  Ivania :  Hugh,  who 
li\-ed  near  ^\'ellsburg,  West  -  \'irginia; 
Thompson,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Will- 
iam, who  spent  the  last  twenty-five  year-, 
of  his  life  as  a  ranchman  in  Colorado,  where 
he  died  in  1898. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather 
Curry  came  to  this  country  from  either 
county  Londonderry  or  county  Down.  Ire- 
land. His  father  died  on  the  Emerald 
Isle,  but  his  mother  came  with  him  to  Amer- 
ica. He  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  when, 
iluring  the  French  anil  Indian  war,  he  sailed 
from  Belfast.  The  ^■essel  on  which  he  was  a 
passenger  was  captured  by  the  English  fleet, 
and  nearly  all  the  sailors,  the  cabin  boy,  and 
all  of  the  single  men  on  board,  except  those 
who  had  aged  parents  depending  on  them, 
were  pressed  into  the  British  service.  After 
a  voyage  of  thirteen  weeks  and  three  days, 
]\Ir.  Curry  landed  in  Philadelphia.  For 
many  years  he  made  his  home  at  Foggs 
]\Ianor.  Chester  county,  where  his  mother 
and  sister  are  buried,  but  about  1800  he  re- 
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iiKivol  til  W'l'sliiinri'land  omity,  lVnnsylv;i 
iii;i,  wltcio  lic'diod  at  tlie  extreme  olil  age 
iif  one  luiiidrcd  and  six  years. 

Tlioiiii)son  Wliite,  our  subject's  fatlicr, 
was  born  near  Greensburg,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  July  ir,  1807,  and 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  business  men  of 
Wollsburg,  West  N'irginia,  where  lie  con- 
ducted a  ,i;ristmi]i.  hiniheryard  and  i)laniiig 
mill.  I  Ic  aK(i  cu!.;a,i;cd  in  buatini;-  mu  the 
(  )hi..  an.l  .Mi^^issil.l)l  as  tar  as  New  Or- 
lcaii>.  Ills  death  occurrcl  at  Wcllslnir-, 
July  jS.  iSSi).  He  was  twice  married,  liav- 
m-  nn  the  --oth  oi'  Jiiiie,  iS.^,^.  wedded  Mar- 
tha l.'iiir\,  also  a  native  of  Westmoreland 
County.  I'ennsylvania.  who  died  h'ebruary 
j_'.  1S40,  leaving  three  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  iildesl.  Mary  .Margaret, 
horn  .Sciitcmlier  _'.  iS^d,  mairied  h'raiiU 
tludeuhaiigh,  of  Cleveland.  Ohio,  h'.lizahcth 
Mitchell,  honi  juw  J.V  iS.^o.  died  January 
5,  iS_|o.  l"or  his  second  wife  the  lather 
married  Sarah  h'ulton.  also  a  native  of  West- 
morelaiid  county,  IVnusylvania.  and  by  tli.il 
union  l"i\e  children  were  born:  William  11., 
born  May  jS,  1S4J,  is  now  serving  as  asso- 
ciate justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
state  <<i  Washington,  to  which  position  la- 
was  ajipoiiited  June  1.  H)oo.  During  the 
L"i\il  war  he  was  a  member  K<i  (.'onipauy  V>. 
One  lluiulrcd  and  Sccon.l  Ohio  \olunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  se\erely  woundeil  at 
Athens.  Alabama,  but  remained  in  the  ser- 
vice until  after  the  capture  of  JelT  Davis. 
He  then  returned  to  his  West  \irginia  home, 
where  he  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  iSoS.  riiere  he  held  several  county 
vlVices  of  a  judicial  nature,  and  resigned  as 
recorder  of  Brooke  county  in  1S70.  Two 
years  later  be  removed  to  Seattle,  \\  ashing-  , 
ton.  and  in  1870  was  elected  iirosccutiug 
ailoruev   oi  the   tliird    iudicial   district.      In 


1S71)  he  w;is  a  niemher  i>\  the  territorial 
legislature,  and  in  1SS4  was  appointed  by 
riesident  Cleveland  as  I'uited  States  district 
.ittorney.  which  oflice  he  held  until  the  ter- 
ritory was  admitted  to  the  L'nion  in  18S9. 
The  Seattle  Daily  Times  .said  of  him:  "Xo 
man  in  the  state  of  Washington  stands 
higher  than  does  William  11.  White.  For 
thirty  years  be  has  been  a  leading  member  of 
the  bar  of  this  state.  He  has  ever  been  a 
consistent  Deiuocral  and  stands  high  in  the 
councils  of  his  party."  I-:iizabetli,  born  May 
JO.  1S44,  died  in  1S30.  Albert  W..  born 
1-ebruary  _'S.  184^1,  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  I'iedmout.  West  \'irgiuia.  "in  June.  1864. 
Martha  J.,  born  May  5.  1847,  iii'ii"i'ied 
William  H.  Fulton,  and  lunv  resides  in 
Seattle,  WasbiugttMi,  her  sou.  Walter  S., 
being  the  junior  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
White.  .Monday  iS:  Fulton,  of  that  city.  Clara 
J.,  born  March  j8,  1840.  died  March  4, 
1874.  Xaniiie  F..  born  Xoveniher  18,  1851, 
died  .Vugust  J.  1800. 

Mr.  White,  whose  name  iulroduces  this 
sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  place 
of  bis  birth,  and  in  early  life  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  stationary  engineer  and 
also  engaged  in  steamboating.  Going  to 
I'eoria,  Illinois,  in  1854,  he  was  thus  em- 
ployed for  about  three  years,  and  in  1857 
came  to  Kewanee,  accepting  the  position  of 
eiigineer  in  the  Kewanee  mill  and  distillery, 
where  he  remained  until  1866.  Since  then 
he  has  made  iiis  home  in  Aunawan,  ami  re- 
cently erected  a  fine  residence  here.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  llouriug  mill  business  until 
i88j.  since  which  time  be  has  done  quite  an 
extensive  business  as  an  importer  of  fine 
bred  horses  from  France.  England  and  Scot- 
land. ]  le  goes  to  Europe  to  personally 
superintend  the  purchase  of  these  horses, 
and  has  erosseil  the  Atlantic  ten  tiiues.     He 


5o6 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


is  now  the  owner  of  six  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  vakiable  land  in  Henry  cotnity, 
wliich  he  rents,  and  also  has  considerable 
property  in  Minesota  and  Dakota.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  energetic  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  his  community,  and  his  suc- 
cess is  due  entirely  to  his  own  well-directed 
efforts.  He  has  ne\-er  taken  any  active  part 
in  politics  and  is  liberal  in  his  views  on  poli- 
tical cpiestions.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  is  a  man 
who  commands  tlie  confidence  and  respect  of 
those  with  whom  he  cmnes  in  contact,  either 
in   social   nr  Inisiness  life. 

(Jn  the  jnd  of  April,  1854.  :\Ir.  ^^■hite 
married  .Miss  Elizaljeth  Roberts,  of  Wells- 
Inirg.  West  \'irginia,  who  died  June  19, 
1X55.  and  their  only  child  died  in  mfancy. 
He  was  again  married.  May  19,  1857,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Grape,  a  native  of  Germany  and  a  daughter 
of  Frederick  Grape.  By  this  marriage  were 
born  fi\'e  children,  namely  :  Henry,  deceased  ; 
Rtjbert  I.,  a  xeterinar}-  surgeon,  of  Anna- 
wan  :  Clara  \'.,  wife  of  Lewis  Bowen,  of  Chi- 
cago :  ;\Iary  E.,  a  resident  of  Red  Oak.  Iowa : 
and  widow  of  F.  C.  Tolman,  who  was  killed 
in  a  runaway:  and  Frances  Ci.,  wife  of 
George  Scpiires.  nf  ^Mineral.  Bureau  crnuity, 
Illinois. 


CVRL'S  F.  STOL'GHTOX. 

This  well-known  and  popular  agricul- 
turist residing  (in  section  _' 1 .  (.)scti  townshi]). 
v.as  Ixirn  in  that  townshi])  on  the  10th  of 
July.  18(19.  his  i)arents  being  Hardin  and 
.Martha  j.  (  Foote )  Stoughton.  who  for 
many  years  were  numbered  among  the  hon- 
ored and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Henry 
county.     (  )ur  subject  is  of  English  descent. 


though  the  family  was  founded  in  Connec- 
ticut many  generations  back.  His  father  was 
l)orn  at  Windsor  Mills,  .Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  in  i82().  the  mother  at  Chardon, 
Geauge  county.  Ohio,  in  January,  1833.  and 
in  that  state  their  marriage  was  celebrated. 
On  coming  to  Illinois  they  first  located  in 
I'eoria  county,  but  before  the  Civil  war, 
about  i8f)0.  they  took  u\)  their  residence  in 
Henry  count}-.  Mr.  Stoughton,  being  a 
l)lacksmith  by  trade,  erected  a  shop  and  car- 
ried on  business  along  that  line,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  operation  of  rented  land,  and 
thus  seciu'ed  a  start  in  life.  He  was  at  length 
able  to  purchase  forty  ;icres  of  land  to  which 
he  >sul)se(|uently  added  from  time  to  time  un- 
til be  had  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  nearly 
all  of  which  was  improved  In-  hmiself. 
He  placed  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
v.-as  an  ordent  ^upjiorter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  earnest  and  consistent  men-ibers  of 
the  Methodist  Iqiiso.pal  L'hurch.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  hon-ie  place  Xovemlier  13, 
1890.  and  she  departed  this  life  December 
H).  1894.  1  hey  were  (piite  acti\-e  in  social 
circles,  and  no  couple  in  the  community  w-ere 
UMire  uni\-ersally  res])ected  and  esteemed. 
To  them  were  born  fi\-e  children,  but  tw-o  of 
the  nun-il)er  died  in  childhood.  Those  living 
are  En-ima,  wife  of  Nathan  W.  Derby,  of 
Avoca.  I'ottawattanne  county.  Iowa:  Cyrus 
v..  our  sul)ject:  and  Mary  E..  w-ife  of  Bert 
.Martin,  also  of  .\voca.  Iowa. 

Cvrus  F.  Stoughton  has  ahvays  resided 
on  the  old  homestead  on  section  21,  Osco 
townshii).  and  his  earl>-  education,  accjuired 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
was  supplemented  bv  an  elective  cour.se  at 
the  Cieneseo   (.'ollegiate   Institute.      He  con- 
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tinned  tn  work  with  his  father  until  the  lat 
ter's  death,  and  then  took  charge  of  tlie 
farm.  J  le  has  since  purchased  his  sister's 
interest  in  the  place,  and  in  its  operation  is 
meeting'  witii  marked  success.  He  follows 
hoth  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
Since  the  farm  came  into  his  possession  he 
has  added  to  its  buildings,  and  made  niany 
other  improvements  which  enhance  the  value 
and  attractive  appearance  of  the  ])lace. 

On  January  3,  1894,  Mr.  Stoughton 
was  united  in  marriage  with  M?ss  Luella 
J.  \\'eiton.  who  was  horn  in  Osco  township 
in  1873,  and  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of 
three  children,  the  others  being  Earl  and 
Harry,  both  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Her  father,  James  W'elton,  is  now  living  re- 
tned  in  Geneseo.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Stoughton 
have  a  little  daughter.   Myrtle  J.,  born   in 

Our  subject  uses  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  Republican  prijiciples.  and  ban 
serxed  his  fellow  citizens  as  tax  collector  of 
Osco  township  in  1896  and  constable  four 
years,  the  duties  of  which  offices  he  most 
capably  discharged.  In  religious  faith  he  is 
a  Presbyterian,  and  is  one  of  the  most  high- 
ly resi)ected  and  xalued  citizens  of  bis  com- 
munitv. 


EDMUXD  BUCK. 

As  a  representative  of  the  intelligent  and 
hardy  pioneer  who  opened  up  Henry  county 
f(_ir  settlement,  and  took  a  very  active  and 
prominent  jjart  in  its  de\'elopment,  we  take 
great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  our  readers 
a  brief  sketch  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  article.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Killingiy,  \\'indham  county,  Con- 
necticut, on  Christmas  day,   1825,  a  son  of 


Erastus  and  Esther  W.  (Ci>n verse)  Buck, 
both  natives  of  the  same  state.  In  1837  tho 
father  brought  his  family  to  Illinois,  and 
took  u])  his  residence  in  Andover  township, 
Henry  county,  where  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  government  land.  He  broke  the 
virgin  soil  and  to  the  original  purchase  addet', 
from  time  to  time  until  he  had  two  hundred 
acres,  which  he  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  culti\ation.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  \vas  largely  interested  in  stock 
raising,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  dairy 
business,  manufacturing  cheese  (|uite  e.xten- 
sively,  which  was  marketed  in  Rock  Island. 
Prior  to  the  Civil  war  he  took  an  acti\e  in- 
terest in  the  slavery  c|uestion,  his  home  being 
a  station  on  the  underground  railway,  and 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
became  one  of  its  stanch  supporters.  He  was 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Andover 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  took  a  prominent 
part  in  its  work.  He  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  October  22,  1878.  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  esti- 
mable wife  passed  away  on  the  12th  of  Feli- 
ruary,  1887.  Of  their  seven  children  only 
two  are  now  living. 

The  first  ele\'en  years  of  his  life  Ed- 
mund Buck  passed  at  his  birth  place,  and 
then  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  this  count)-.  He  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Geneseo  and  Gales- 
burg,  and  after  laying  aside  his  te.xt  Ixioks 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  met  with  well-deservejd  success  in  hi!> 
farming  operations  and  at  the  time  of  hi;; 
death  owned  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres  of  valuable  land,  it  being  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farms  of  its  size  in  Andover 
township.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was 
in  Alunson  township,  which  he  sold  one 
year  later,  and  purchased  a  farm  two  and 
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a  half  miles  west  of  Cambridge,  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  to  which  he  added  and 
tl'.ere  made  his  home  until  his  retirement 
to  Camliridge  in  i88j. 

On  the  31st  of  Jaiuiary,  1S55.  'Mr.  Buck 
■was  united  in  marriage  \vith  }iliss  }vlariette 
\\"iii)lse_\-.  a  native  of  Aud(i\"er,  this  county, 
linrn  August  i,  tS_:;S,  and  the  first  white 
cliild  horn  in  AndoN'er  township,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  and  Freelo\'e  (Rogers)  W'oolsey. 
lioth  natives  of  Long  Island,  Xew  York. 
The  father  was  born  in  -i~^(').  and  was  the 
oltlest  of  a  family  of  t\\el\e  sons.  In  1S36 
he  came  to  Richland  (irove.  Illinois,  but 
subsequently  returned  to  Xew  York,  where 
lie  was  married.  Bringing  his  wife  to  this 
state  he  settled  in  Ando\-er  township.  Henr_\- 
county,  where  he  took  up  a  government 
claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
keeping  a  public  house  at  Amlover  village. 
He  died  on  the  I2th  of  X<ivember.  1871.  his 
wife  on  the  joth  of  [March.  1867.  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  An- 
dover  cemetery.  They  were  active  memliers 
•of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  highly 
rfeS])ecte(l  by  all  who  knew  them.  They  had 
only  two  children,  of  whom  ]\lrs.  Buck  is 
the  older,  (iilbert  R.  is  now  a  prominent 
physician  of  Xormal.  Illinois,  where  he  en- 
joys a  large  and  lucrative  jiractice.  During 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  adjutant 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illinois 
A'olunteer  Infantry  and  was  slightly  wound- 
ed in  an  engagement. 

l'nti:i  'Slv.  and  -\Irs.  Buck  were  born  four 
children,  namely:  Lydia  R..  liorn  I\Iay  7, 
18,56.  is  the  wife  of  John  A.  .Sdioettler.  of 
Cambridge,  and  has  t'our  children,  .\rthur 
E.,  Laura  C.  Alyrtle  M.  and  Leroy  F.  Cal- 
vin M..  born  .\pril  1.  1861.  is  a  resident  of 
ralii'ornia.  He  first  married  Leni  Leoti 
Howell,   and   after  her  death   wedded    Miss 


Florence  Hatch,  of  Hay  wards.  California. 
Edmund  \\'..  born  ^slarcli  31.  1867.  mar- 
ried Selma  AI.  Anderson  and  lives  in  Chi- 
cago, Illinois.  Jessie  E.,  born  June  29,  1874, 
is  the  wife  of  John  S.  Aliller,  foreman  of 
the  Saturday  Alail,  of  Aluscatine.  Iowa. 

Air.  Buck  died  February  13.  1886.  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Cambridge  cemetery.  In 
politics  he  was  an  ardent  Republican  and 
took  an  active  interest  in  all  public  ques- 
tions. He  served  se\-eral  terms  as  supervisor 
and  assessor  of  his  township,  and  his  otlicial 
duties  were  always  conscientiously  and 
faithfully  performed.  He  was  a  prominent 
and  influential  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Caml>ridge.  in  which  he 
served  as  deacon,  -took  an  actix'e  part  in  its 
work,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  all  relig- 
iijus  subjects.  For  a  numlier  of  years  he 
\\'as  i)resident  of  the  Henry  County  Tem- 
jierance  Alliance  and  during  that  time  did 
effectiNe  work  for  the  cause  of  temperance. 
He  was  also  for  a  time  president  of  the 
County   Sunday  School   Association. 

He  stood  high  in  the  community  where 
h.t  made  his  home,  and  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence and  res]ject  of  all  who  knew  him. 
His  widow  is  now  a  resident  of  Camljridge, 
where  she  is  siu-rotuuled  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  ac(|uaintances  who  ha\-e  foi 
her   the   highest    regard. 


F.  G.  WELTOX. 

This  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war 
and  well-known  county  clerk  of  Henry 
county.  Illinois,  who  makes  his  home  m 
Cambridge,  was  Ijorn  near  Waterbury,  Xe\\- 
Hax'en  county,  Connecticut,  on  the  14th  of 
April,  1843.  and  is  a  son  of  All>ert  and  Su- 
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sail  A.  (Bichvell)  Welton.  natives  of  Con-/ 
necticut  and  Ohio,  respectively.  They  mar- 
ried in  tlie  former  state,  wliere  tlie  mother 
removed  (hiring  her  childhood.  In  earh 
life  the  father  was  a  wood  turner,  but  after 
coming  to  Illinios,  in  1851,  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  owned 
two  or  three  farms  in  Henry  comity.  Dis- 
posing of  his  property  here,  he  moved  to 
Nebraska  in  1869,  and  continued  to  engage 
in  farming  there  until  his  death,  which  oc  - 
curred  June  6,  1899,  when  he  was  over 
seventy-nine  years  of  age.  He  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  many  years  and  held 
other  offices  during  the  war.  In  religious  be- 
lief he  was  an  Episcopalian,  to  which  church 
his  widow  also  belongs.  She  is  now  an 
honored  resident  of  Cambridge.  Of  their 
four  children  (Jiily  two  are  now  living, 
namely:  I*".  G.,  our  subject;  and  George 
\\'.,  a  farmer  of  W'averly,  Nebraska.  ^lary 
E.  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  and 
Clarence  \\'.,  at  the  age  of  one  year. 

F.  G.  \Velton  began  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  later 
attended  the  public  schools  of  this  county, 
being  eight  years  of  age  when  the  family 
came  to  Illinois.  He  also  attended  commer- 
cial college  at  Wheaton,  Illinois  after  his 
return  from  the  Civil  war.  On  the  28th  of 
July.  1 86 1,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Forty- 
second  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
under  command  of  General  Fremont  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Springfield,  [Missouri. 
With  his  command  he  was  then  sent  to  Co- 
lumbus. Kentucky,  on  the  river  Ijelow 
Cairo,  and  they  were  later  attached  to  the 
fleet  at  Island  Xo.  10.  Joining  General 
Pope's  army,  they  went  to  Fort  Pillow,  and 
from  there  to  Hamburg  Landing.  Tennes- 
see. They  particicpated  in  the  siege  of  Cor- 
inth, the  battle  of  Farmington,  Mississippi ; 


Columbia.  Tennessee:  and  Stone  River; 
were  thmugh  the  Tullahnma  campaign  and 
in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga.  Missionary 
Ridge.  Danbriclge.  Tennessee:  and  the  At- 
lanta cam])aign.  including  the  battles  of 
Resaca.  .\dairsville  ami  Xew  Hope  Church. 
.At  the  last  named  engagement.  Mr.  Wel- 
ton was  seriously  injured,  three  shots  enter- 
ing one  leg,  while  the  other  leg  was  shot 
off,  and  he  was  akso  shot  through  the  right 
hand.  While  convalescing  tVom  wound's 
in  a  hospital  in  Chicago,  in  November, 
1864.  he  was  taken  with  the  smallpox,  and 
later  returned  home,  but  was  not  discharged 
until    March   9,    1865. 

-\fter  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Wel- 
ton was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
I'erlin,  .Mercer  county,  Illinois,  for  nine 
months,  but  as  his  wounds  broke  cHit  anew, 
he  sold  out  and  returned  to  his  father's 
home,  remaining  there  a  year  before  he  had 
entirely  rcco\-ered.  During  the  following 
year  he  worked  in  the  office  of  the  circuit 
clerk,  and  in  1869  was  elected  to  his  present 
office,  that  of  county  clerk,  which  he  ha.'; 
since  filled  so  satisfactorily.  This  office  he 
has  now  held  for  a  longer  period  than  any 
other  living  in  the  state,  though  the  clerk 
of  Putnam  county,  now  deceased,  held  the 
office  forty-one  \-ear^.  Air.  Welton  has 
also  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board 
of  Cambridge  and  as  treasurer  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  his  official  duties  have  always  been 
most  faithfullly  and  acceptably  performed. 

In  the  spring  of  1866,  Mr.  Welton  mar- 
ried Aliss  Ella  ]\l.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Dexter  Clark,  (if  Rockford,  Illinois,  and 
to  them  were  born  eight  children,  namely ; 
Albert  D..  the  eldest,  is  cashier  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Greenwood,  Nebraska ; 
Clarence  ^^'.,  clerking  in  his  father's  office, 
married   Annabel    Holmes,    of    Columbus. 
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(leiirgia,  and  tliey  have  one  child.  Al1)ert; 
Kate  C.  is  the  wife  nf  Ben  M.  Smith,  of 
Rogers  Park.  IlHnois,  and  they  lia\'e  two 
chil(h-en.  Frances  and  ]\Iahel :  Mabel  E.  is 
alsD  a  clerk  in  her  father's  office;  Susan  B. 
is  the  wife  of  Robert  L.  Sheppard,  an  attor 
ney  of  Evanston.  Illinois,  and  a  son  of  Pro- 
fessor Robert  D.  Sheppard.  of  the  Xnrth- 
western  University,  and  the}-  have  one  child. 
Robert  L. :  Tom  is  a  student  at  the  Nautical 
Academy  at  East(jn.  ^Maryland :  one  daugh- 
ter died  in  infancy  unnamed  and  Frank  G. 
died  at  the  age  of  six  months. 

At  present  Air.  W'elton  is  serving  as 
commander  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at 
Camliridge.  and  is  also  a  jM-ominent  member 
of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  that  place,  in  which 
he  has  held  office.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
chapter,  commandery  and  consistory,  and 
for  the  long  period  of  nineteen  years  served 
as  district  deputy  grand  master.  His  wife 
helds  membership  in  the  Congregational 
Church. 


JAMES  CROMIEN. 

Since  1857  James  Cromien  has  been  one 
■of  the  honored  residents  of  Galva  townshij) 
his  home  being  on  section  14.  For  many 
years  he  was  prominently  identitied  with  it.s 
agricultural  interests,  but  is  now  practically 
lixing  a  retired  life,  though  he  manages 
bis  farm  which  is  now  uperated  by  bis  sons. 
He  was  Ixjrn  in  the  county  Wexford,  Ire- 
land. June  _'J,  1S37,  a  son  of  John  and  Miss 
Ellen  (  Cavanaugh )  Cromien.  He  was  only 
fourteen  weeks  okl  when  bis  mother  died. 
leaving  two  children,  the  others  being  Phil- 
ip, who  died  in  Stark  county,  Illinois.  Feb- 
ruarv  29,  1S7Q.  He  received  a  \ery  limited 
education    in    the    schools    of    Ireland,    and 


ser\-ed  through  the  Civil  war  in  this  coun- 
try as  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twelfth  Illinois  \'oluuteer  Infantry.  The 
father  of  nur  subject  was  a  ^vell  educated 
man,  but  was  in  limited  circiunstances 
on  bis  emigration  to  America.  After  the 
death  of  bis  first  wife  be  married  }iliss 
.\nn  Dunn.  l:>y  whom  be  bad  two  chil- 
dren, but  one  died  in  infancy.  ]\Iary  is 
now  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Harrison,  a  farmer 
of  Crestiin.  Iowa.  In  1851  John  Cromien 
brought  bis  family  to  the  Enited  States, 
and  after  farming  for  some  time  in  Knox 
count}-.  Illinois,  be  took  up  his  residence  in 
Henry  county,  where  he  followed  the  same 
occupation.  His  last  days,  however,  were 
spent  in  Union  count}',  low-a.  w-hither  he 
remo\ed  in  1876.  He  had  previously  pur 
chased  and  fully  impro\-ed  a  farm  in  this 
count}-.  He  was  a  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  never  took  an  active  part 
in  politics.  He  was  born  in  1803,  and  died 
iu  1894,  while  bis  second  wife  was  born  in 
1799,  and  also  died  in  Union  county,  low-a, 
in  1878. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  fourteen 
years  (jf  age  when  be  came  to  America  with 
his  father,  and  was  principally  engaged  in 
the  public  schools  of  bis  native  land.  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he 
was  married  in  1867  to  Miss  Nora  Lancas- 
ter, w-ho  w-as  l)orn  in  Lake  county,  Illinois, 
in  1846.  Tbev  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  three  are  now  deceased, 
namely  :  INIary,  w  ho  died  at  the  age  of  one 
year;  Ellen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten: 
and  Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of  tw-en- 
tv-tw-o.  Those  liviup-  are  John  J.,  who  is 
married  and  engaged  in  farming  near  Min- 
eral. Bureau  county,  Illinois;  Henry  E.,  a 
resident  of  California;  and  Elizabeth  L., 
I.  William,  iM-ank  D..  Marie  T.  and  Albert 
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L.,  all  at  home.  All  have  been  educated  in 
the  ])ublic  schools,  and  some  liave  also  at 
tended   business  colleg-e. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cromien  located 
on  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Galva 
township,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to 
time  as  his  financial  resources  increased  un- 
til he  now  has  five  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  valuable  land  in  that  township,  and  also 
owns  a  residence  in  Peoria,  where  he  made 
I'lis  home  for  three  years.  Before  going  to 
Peoria  he  lived  in  the  city  of  Galva  for  three 
years,  and  on  leaving  the  former  place  re- 
turned to  his  farm.  His  residence  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  July  9,  1900.  but  has  since 
been  replaced  by  a  more  modern  and  pleas- 
ant home.  Throughout  his  active  business 
life  Mr.  Cromien  followed  general  farm- 
ing, ne\er  devoting  his  time  to  any  specialty, 
but  since  189 1  he  has  practically  lived  a  re- 
tired life,  leaving  his  sons  to  conduct  the 
farm  under  his  supervision. 

Mr.  Cromien  has  been  called  uiK)n  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  wlij 
died  November  10,  189 1,  on  the  home  farm. 
Religiously  he  and  his  family  are  communi- 
cants of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Galva.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  but  has 
never  cared  for  political  honors.  He  is 
accounted  one  of  the  leading  and  promi- 
nent citizens  of  his  communitv. 


CHARLES  A.  JOHXSOX. 

Galva  township  has  no  more  honored  or 
highly  respected  citizen  than  Cliarles  A. 
Johnson,  whose  home  is  on  section  10.  Pie 
has  been  a  resident  of  Henry  county  since 
1870,  and  has  done  much  to  advance  the 
moral,  social  and  material  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.     Pie  was  born 


in  Smoland,  Sweden,  on  the  3d  iif  January, 
1847.  'I  -'^o'''  "f  Johan  and  Katrine  (Carl- 
son) Johnson,  both  now  deceased.  In  188  + 
the  father  came  to  this  country  to  visit  our 
subject,  and  returned  to  Sweden  in  1887. 
Throughout  his  active  business  life  he  fol- 
lowed farming,  and  always  enjoyed  good 
health.  He  was  seventy-three  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  his  family  were 
only  two  children,  the  younger  being  Chris- 
tine Johnson,  a  resident  of  Sweden. 

Mr.  Johnson  received  but  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
land.  He  served  two  years  in  the  National 
Home  Guards,  and  remained  with  his  father 
on  the  farm  until  his  emigration  to  Amer- 
ica in  1870.  He  was  twenty  days  in  cross- 
ing the  ocean  and  landed  in  the  United 
States  with  no  capital  with  which  to  begin 
life  in  a  strange  land  and  among  a  strange 
people.  Before  coiuing  to  this  county  he 
spent  some  time  near  \'ictoria,  Illinois. 
1  aking  an  acti\e  interest  in  church  work,  he 
was  given  permission  to  attend  the  theo- 
logical seminary  at  Evanston  and  prepare 
for  the  ministry.  He  found  employment  on 
a  farm,  and  aided  other  boys  in  securing 
their  educations,  and  also  devoted  consider- 
able time  to  procuring  supplies  for  his 
coinitrymen  who  were  attending  school.  He 
always  made  his  home  in  families  where 
they  had  family  worship,  and  his  first  read- 
ing was  in  the  Bible. 

On  the  28th  of  Febntary,  1878,  Mr. 
Johnson  married  Miss  Clara  C.  Bengston, 
who  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1849,  ^'^d  is 
the  only  survivor  in  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren. Her  parents  lioth  died  in  Sweden. 
Of  the  six  children  born  to  nur  subject  and 
his  wife  two  died  in  infancy.  The  others 
are  Gus  Wilbur,  who  is  attending  business 
college  in  Galesburg:   Eskil   E.   and  Osier, 
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who  are  attending  tlie  district  school  near 
their  liome;  and  Cora  L.,  at  home. 

After  operating  rented  land  for  some 
years,  ^Ir.  Johnson  purchased  a  tract  of 
eighty  acres  on  section  9,  Galva  township, 
and  a  few  years  later  added  to  it  another 
eighty  acres,  making  a  good  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  has  placed 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  raises 
both  hogs  and  horses  for  market,  and  owns 
and  operates  a  sorghum  mill  quite  success- 
fully. He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  new  ele- 
vator at  Galva,  and  was  a  prouKJter  of  the 
same,  giving  both  time  and  money  to  the 
enterprise.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Westrand  ^lannfacturing  Company  of 
Galva. 

^Ir.  Johnson  takes  an  active  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides,  and  is  now  serving  as  chaplain  of 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  He  has  always 
been  an  acti\-e  worker  in  the  [Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  served  as  one  of 
iti  trustees  and  as  superintendent  i.>f  the 
Sunday-school.  In  the  earlier  part  of  his 
career  he  often  preaclied  the  gospel  in  the 
Swedish  language,  and  has  done  much  ti- 
promote  the  moral  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity. Politically  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  but  has  ne\er  been  pre- 
\-ailed  upon  to  accept  any  office  save  that  of 
road  commissioner.  Although  he  is  prac- 
tically self-educated,  he  is  a  man  of  literarv 
taste,  and  owns  a  good  liljrarv. 


JUHX  KEWTSH. 

Since  1873  John  Kewish  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Henry  county  and  his  name  is  insep- 
onnected  with    its  agricultural  and 
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financial  interests.  He  was  born  on  the  Isle 
of  Man,  February  2,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
Patrick  and  Ann  (Craine)  Kewish,  who 
spent  their  lives  there.  The  father  engaged  in 
farming  on  quite  ai>  extensive  scale.  He  was 
born  [March  17,  181 7,  and  died  Xovember 
28,  1880,  while  his  wife  was  bovn  April 
2;^.  1819,  and  died  Xovember  3,  1874. 
Of  their  eleven  children  one  died  in 
infancy  and  two  at  the  age  of  six  and 
eight  years,  respectively.  Those  who  reached 
adult  age  were  Thomas,  who  still  lives  on 
the  Isle  of  Man;  Eleanor,  who  died  on  the 
home  place;  John,  our  subject;  Ann.  who 
also  died  on  the  home  place;  \\'illiam.  whc> 
came  to  Galva,  Illinois,  and  died  here  Jan- 
uary 4,  188G;  Robert,  who  also  died  here 
January  28,  1887,  leaving  a  wife  and  two 
children,  residents  of  Weller  township;  and 
Isabella  and  Sarah,  who  both  died  on  the 
home  place. 

During  his  Ixiyhood  John  Kewish  at- 
tended the  private  schools  of  his  native  land 
and  remained  at  home  until  sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  went  to  sea  and  followed  the 
life  of  a  sailor  for  five  years.  For  two  years 
he  was  in  the  regular  service  and  two  years 
in  the  British  Naval  Reserves.  In  1873  ^^^ 
came  to  the  United  States  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Galva,  Illinois,  where  for  two 
and  a  half  years  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  an  engineer,  holding  a  certificate  as  a 
third  engineer  with  the  \\'est  India  and 
Pacihc  Steamship  Company.  In  this  way 
he  secured  a  start  in  the  new  world,  and  in 
1876  commenced  farming.  In  1S82  he  pur- 
cliased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land  on  section  24,  Galva 
township,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
He  has  remodeled  the  residence,  erected  out- 
buildings and  made  many  other  improve- 
ments, so  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  de- 
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sirable  farms  in  ttie  locality.  In  1893  he 
bought  an  eighty-acre  tract,  and  six  years 
later  purchased  another  eiglity  acres,  making 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  he 
now  owns  on  sections  24  and  25,  Galva  town- 
ship. With  the  assistance  of  his  sons,  Mr. 
Kewish  is  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  He  also  buys 
and  feeds  stock  for  shipment,  and  was  one  of 
the  original  directors  and  stockholders  of 
the  Galva  State  Bank,  with  which  he  is  still 
connected. 

In  1873  ^^^'-  Kewish  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Anna  Kewish,  who  was 
also  born  on  the  Isle  of  JMan,  September  29, 
1849,  'I"'!  came  to  America  in  1869,  locating 
in  Galva,  Illinois.  She  is  the  only  survivor 
of  a  family  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
settled  here.  Eight  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kewish,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living  with  the  exception  of  Ralpii,  who 
dieil  in  1890.  The  others  are  as  follows: 
John  T.,  born  in  1875;  Annie,  1877;  Eva 
'].,  1878;  Bertie  W.,  1880;  William,  1886; 
Irvie,  1889;  and  Ella,  1891.  All  have  attend- 
ed the  district  scliools,  while  John  T.  is  a 
graduate  of  Steinman  Business  College,  an/cl 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Galva  town- 
ship; Annie  is  a  graduate  of  the  Galva  high 
school  and  the  Geneseo  Xormal,  and  is  now 
folowing  teaching;  and  Bertie  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Kewanee  Business  College.  With  the 
exception  of  John  T.,  all  are  still  under  the 
parental  roof. 

In  his  political  views  INIr.  Kewish  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  has  been  a  delegate 
to  the  county  and  congressional  conventions 
of  his  party.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
and  influential  part  in  local  politics;  has 
served  as  assistant  assessor  of  his  township, 
has  been  road  commissioner  tweh-e  years ; 
school  director  manv  years,  and  school  trus- 


tee at  the  present  time.  Religiously  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the 
Odd  I-'ellows  lodge,  No.  408,  and  Encamp- 
ment, No.  174,  in  which  he  has  filled  all 
the  chairs,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ke- 
wanee Canton.  Mr.  Kewish  is  pre-emi- 
nently public-spirited  and  progressive  and 
gives  his  support  to  all  enterprises  for  the 
public  good.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who 
assisted  in  raising  funds  for  the  farmers'  ele- 
vators at  Galva  and  was  one  of  its  most  lib- 
eral supporters  financially.  He  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  leading  business  men  of 
that  place,  particularly  in  connection  with 
its  banking  interests.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Sons  of  Mona,  a  society  of 
r^Ianxmen  in  Chicago,  and  has  taken  an  ac- 
ti\e  part  in  their  meetings.  He  owns  a  large 
and  valuable  library  of  over  fifteen  hun- 
ilrcd  volumes,  containing  a  most  complete 
list  of  poets.  He  is  practically  a  self-edu- 
cated man  and  is  a  great  reader  whose  liter- 
ary taste  is  principally  along  the  line  of  his- 
tory and  statistics.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
honored  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his 
community  and  exerts  a  great  influence  for 
good. 


TAYLOR  LINN. 

This  well-known  lumber  dealer  of  Alpha 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  bus- 
iness interests  of  that  town  for  the  past  eleven 
}-ears,  and  is  accounted  one  of  its  most  re- 
liable and  prominent  citizens.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Morr(.)W  county,  April  i,  1849,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  Linn,  who  was  l)orn  in  Maryland, 
and  when  quite  youno-  remo\'ed  with  his 
father,  William  Linn,  also  a  native  of  Marv- 
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land,  to  tlie  Buckeye  state,  the  family  lie- 
coming  pioneers  of  Morrow  county.  There 
John  Linn  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
Mary  A.  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  a  daughter  of  William  T. 
Campbell,  also  an  early  settler  nf  ^Morrow 
county,  where  he  cleared  and  impr(i\-ed  a 
farm.  For  some  years  after  his  marriage 
]\Ir.  Linn  was  engaged  in  business  in  that 
county  and  was  also  interested  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  lumber.  Coming  west  in  1836 
lie  located  on  a  farm  in  Mercer  county,  Illi- 
nois, and  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  Subsecjuently  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  North  Henderson  township,  the  same 
county,  where  he  made  his  home  for  some 
3'ears,  but  his  last  days  were  spent  in  retire- 
ment from  active  labor  in  Alpha,  where  he 
died  January  3,  1888.  His  wife  survived 
him  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  Decem- 
ber 8,  1898.  The  were  consistent  and  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  iNIrs. 
Linn  was  a  leader  in  all  church  work  during 
here  residence  there.  She  also  gave  liberally 
to  its  support. 

Taylor  Linn  was  only  seven  years  of  age 
Vv'hen  brought  by  his  parents  to  this  state, 
and  on  the  home  farm  in  Mercer  count\-  he 
passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth. 
his'  education  being  acquired  in  the  local 
school.  He  received  an  excellent  training  in 
farm  work,  and  after  arriving  at  man's  es- 
tate he  located  on  a  farm  in  Knox  county, 
where  he  owned  two  hundred  acres  of  wel! 
improved  and  highly  productive  land.  In 
connection  with  its  operation  he  successful- 
ly engaged  in  raising  and  shipping  stock  for 
a  number  of  years.  In  1889  he  removed  to 
Alpha  and  embarked  in  business  as  a  dealer 
in  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  of  whicii  he 
•carried  a  large  and  complete  stock.  He  also 
^opened  a  luml)er  yard,  which  he  ^till  carries 


on.  but  he  discontinued  the  Jiardware  busi- 
ness at  the  end  of  five  years,  selling  his  store 
in  1895.  tie  also  handles  grain,  conducting 
the  Farmers'  Elevator  at  Alpha,  and  still 
continues  to  o\'ersee  the  operatimi  nf  his 
farm.  He  has  gained  an  en\-iable  reputa- 
tion as  a  reliable  business  man.  and  receives 
a  lil.ieral  share  of  the  pul)lic  i)atronage. 

]\Ir.  Linn  has  been  twice  married.  In 
Mercer  county.  September  26,  1S71  he  wed- 
ded ]\Iiss  Elizabeth  Henderson,  a  native  of 
Knox  county,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Henderson.  She  died  in  her  native 
county,  January  i,  1882.  By  that  union 
were  born  two  children :  Almon  H.  attend- 
ed first  the  home  schools,  later  t(_iok  a  busi- 
ness coure  at  Knox  College  and  in  1899  was 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the 
Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Henry  county.  [Mary  A.  died  in  infancy. 
In  February,  1885.  in  Knox  county,  Mr. 
Linn  was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Liz- 
zie H.  Junk,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
that  county.  Her  father.  Samuel  Junk,  was 
a  native  of  Peiuisylvania  and  an  early  settler 
of  Knox  county.  There  is  one  son  by  the  sec- 
ond union,  Harrison  J. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Linn  has  been 
a  life-long  Republican  anil  cast  his  first  pres- 
idential ballot  for  General  U.  S.  Grant  in 
1872.  He  has  never  sought  i)olitical  honors 
preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
liis  extensive  business  interests.  l-"or  some 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  sclinol  boarti, 
and  has  always  taken  an  actixe  anil  com- 
mendable interest  in  educational  affairs. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
\\'oodmen  of  America.  He  has  made  an  un- 
tarnished record  and  unsiK>tted  rei^utation  as 
a  business  man.  In  all  places  and  under  all 
circumstances  he  is  loval  to  truth,  honor  and 
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right,  and  justly  values  his  own  self-respect 
as  inhnitel}'  more  preferable  than  wealth, 
fame  and  position. 


ALBERT   S.   ^lUXSOX. 

Among  those  men -who  have  added  to 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  Henry  count}-, 
and  who  by  their  progressive  spirit,  en- 
ergy, thorough  business  ability,  practical 
knowledge  of  their  special  branch  of  Inisi- 
ness,  upright  and  honorable  dealings,  none 
are  more  worthy  of  honorable  mention  in  a 
work  of  this  character  than  Albert  S.  Muti- 
son.  and  although  he  has  gone  to  join  those 
of  his  comrades,  friend  and  old  settlers  who 
liave  crossed  the  river  of  death  and  are  now. 
free  from  the  labors,  trials  and  troubles  of 
this  world,  his  memory  still  lingers  and,  as 
the  result  of  his  labors,  will  live  on  and  on 
in  the  minds  of  future  generations. 

Air.  Alunson  was  born  in  Oneida  count}-, 
New  York,  on  the  22nd  of  December,  1853, 
a  son  of  Seldon  and  Amanda  Munson,  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  state.  In  the  family 
were  five  children,  namely:  Amanda,  who 
married  Lewis  Smith  and  died  in  Oneida 
county.  New  York;  Albert  S.,  our  subect; 
Mary  A.,  widow  of  Wesley  Gamble  and  a 
resident  of  W'atertown,  Xew  York;  Elmira, 
wife  of  Lee  Andrew  ]\IcKee  of  Fr;tnkfort, 
New  York;  and  ]\Ierritt,  who  dieil  in  Knox- 
\-ille,  Illinois. 

-\lbert  Alunson  spent  the  first  twenty- 
two  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  state,  and 
was  indebted  to  its  schools  for  his  educa- 
tional privileges.  He  then  came  to  Geneseo, 
Illinois,  at  which  time  the  \'illage  contained 
only  a  few  houses,  no  railroad  had  yet  been 
built,  and  wild  game  was  found  in  abun- 
dance. He  commenced  work  at  his  trade — • 


that  of  a  carpenter — and  assisted  in  the  erec- 
tion of  nearly  every  public  building  in  Gen- 
eseo. He  also  built  school  houses,  churches, 
business  blocks  and  private  residences  in 
the  same  place,  and  erected  many  buildings 
in  Atkinsini,  Annawan  and  Cambridge,  in 
fact  all  over  the  county.  He  was  industrious, 
painstaking  and  conscientious,  as  well  as 
thrifty  and  conservative  in  business,  and  as 
a  man  was  kind  hearted  and  generous,  al- 
\\ays  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those 
in  need  or  distress.  He  also  gave  liberally 
to  all  public  enterprises  which  he  believed 
calculated  to  advance  the  general  welfare. 
A  man  of  good  business  ability,  he  accumu- 
lated considerable  property  in  the  city  as  well 
as  some  farm  land. 

On  the  22nd  of  December,  1858,  Mr. 
Munson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  AlcWhirter,  of  Geneseo,  who  was 
born  in  Culnionarch,  Scotland,  July  4,  1835, 
and  came  with  her  brother  James  to  ^\.mer- 
ica  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  Her  parents, 
James  and  Jeannette  (McSkimming)  Mc- 
\\'hirter,  were  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
try and  came  to  America  about  1850.  After 
spending  three  years  in  Athens,  Ohio,  they 
came  to  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  where  the 
mother  died.  The  father  spent  only  a  short 
time  at  that  place  and  then  removed  to  Iowa 
Falls,  Iowa,  and  located  on  a  farm,  where 
his  death  occurred.  Of  the  ten  children 
born  to  them  five  died  in  Scotland,  the  others 
being  Jennette,  who  married  AVilliam  Hold- 
ing and  died  in  Iowa;  James,  who  married 
a  lady  from  Scotland  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased ;  Mary,  wdio  died  at  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa ; 
Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Munson;  and  John, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Iowa  Falls.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  had  one  child,  Seldon 
All)ert,  who  was  born  March  2-j,  1873,  and 
(lied  July  29,  the  same  }'ear. 
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Mr.  Alunson  died  September  27,  1900, 
from  the  effects  of  a  sunstroke  received  two 
years  previously.  Like  his  father  he  was 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  woukl  ne\-er  consent  to  become  a  candi- 
date fnr  iiftice,  preferring  that  others  shoukl 
have  the  poHtical  h(.>nors  while  he  ilevuted 
his  time  and  energies  to  business  aft'airs. 
He  wa^i  a  good  citizen,  a  kind  and  devoted 
husbantl,  and  a  friend  to  all  who  knew  him. 
Religiously  he  was  a  consistent  and  faithful 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 
he  merited  and  received  the  respect  of  the 
entire  communitv  in  which  he  lived. 


HERBERT  ROOT  EDWARDS. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
Herbert  R.  Edwards  was  a  resident  of  this 
section  of  the  state,  and  during  his  last 
years  was  engaged  in  farming  in  \\'estern 
township,  Henr\-  county.  He  was  born  in 
Vermont,  Decemlier  3,  iiSjG,  Init  was  a 
small  ])ny  when  he  came  west  with  his  par- 
ents, \\illi;uu  and  Huldah  (Bangs.)  lid- 
wards,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  ( ireen 
Mountain  state.  By  occupation  the  father 
was  a  farmer  and  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  that  pursuit  throughout  life.  On 
first  cijming  to  Illinois  the  famil\-  spent  a 
short  time  at  (jreenfield,  (ireen  count}-,  ami 
tlien  reniiixed  1. 1  .Moline,  where  the  ijarents 
both  died,  the  father  at  about  the  age  ot 
fifty  years,  and  the  m.ither  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six.  Tlie\  had  five  children,  and 
with  one  excL']>tion  :dl  grew  to  manhood. 
namely:  William  11.  f..llowed  the  wagon 
maker's  trade  for  man\-  years,  and  later  w;is 
foreman  of  the  ])low  factory  at  Moline.  lie 
married  Caroline  h'leming,  of  I)a\-enport, 
Iowa,   who   died    tweh'e   years   ago,    lea\-ing 


four  children,  while  two  died  previously. 
He  departed  this  life  in  the  spring  of  1899, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Herbert 
R.  was  next  in  order  of  birth.  George  H., 
ii.  said  to  be  the  oldest  pioneer  resident  of 
Moline.  During  his  active  business  life  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  is  now  trustee  of 
the  Second  Xationa]  Bank  of  ^Moline.  He 
has  one  son,  ]\Iilton.  Charles  was  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  earh-  life,  but  is 
now   li\-ing  retired   in   Galesburg. 

^Ir.  Edwards  of  this  sketch  was  reareU 
Avas  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet 
and  educated  in  ^Moline.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  turned  hi^  attention  to  the 
mason's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years,  but  in  1866  located  in  Western  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  and  devoted  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  the  owner  of  four  eighty-acre  farms 
in  that  township,  all  under  cultivation. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1852.  Mr.  Edwards 
M.  Gordon,  a  native  of  \\'ayne  county, 
?\lichigan.  and  a  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Am\"  t  Bucklin  )  Gordon.  The  father  \\;i.s 
l)orn  in  iMaine.  in  1792,  and  when  a  yoniig 
man  remo\ed  with  his  parents  to  Waviie 
count}-.  Michigan,  where  he  enlisted  in  the 
war  of  iSij.  In  1836  he  came  to  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  and  settled  near  Geneseo, 
where  he  lived  for  seven  or  eight  years,  a'ul 
then  removed  to  ]\Ioline,  where  he  died  at 
the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-eight  years. 
He  n-iaile  farming  his  principal  occupation 
throughout  life.  His  wife  ^ur\-i\-ed  bin-; 
about  hve  years  and  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
t}-three.  Their  oldest  son,  Daniel  Gordon, 
is  now-  living  a  retired  life  in  Moline.  He, 
too,  was  an  agriculturist,  and  for  about 
twenty  years  served  as  county  surveyor  of 
Rock  Island  county.  He  also  filled  the  office 
of   suiiervisor. 
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Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Echvard  were  born 
seven  children,  namely:  Carrie  ]\I.,  wife  of 
Frank  Stewart,  of  Colorado;  Frank  H.,  a 
resident  of  Western  township;  Clarence  .\. 
of  Gtittenburg,  Nebraska;  Charles  H.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years; 
Flora  P...  wife  of  William  Tnlly,  of  Colora- 
do; Grace  F..  wife  of  Clarence  Ward,  of 
Atkinson  township,  this  connty :  and  Helen, 
Vvife  of  Abel  Ward,  of  Munson  township, 
this  county. 

After  a  well-siienl  and  busy  life  .Mr,  h'.d- 
v.ards  jxissed  away  in  Western  township  on 
the  2 1  St  of  Xo\-ember,  1874.  He  efficiently 
tilled  the  office  of  school  director  for  a  time, 
and  was  serving  as  assess(jr  of  his  townshij) 
at  the  time  of  bis  death.  While  a  resident 
of  Moline  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  but  after  iiis  removal  to 
Western  township  he  joined  the  English 
Lutheran  Church,  which  his  family  also  at- 
tended. On  the  31st  of  July,  1890,  Mrs. 
Edwards  became  the  wife  of  David  L.  Pur- 
viance,  who  is  representetl  on  another  page 
of  this  volume,  antl  they  now  reside  (jn 
South    Oakwood    a\enue.    Cieneseo. 


JOHX   FREMOXT   CALKIXS. 

Among  the  native  sons  oi  Henry  county 
^\■ho  are  now  prominently  connected  with  its 
agricultural  interests  is  John  F.  Calkins,  who 
is  successfully  engaged  in  farming  on  section 
22.  Oxford  township.  His  line  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  adjoin^  the 
corporate  limits  of  Alpha,  and  its  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  plainly  indicates  the  care- 
ful supervision  and  good  business  ability  of 
the  owner. 

'Sir.  Calkins  was  born  at  the  homestead. 


in  Alpha.  Decemlier  i.  1856,  a  son  of  An- 
son and  Hulda  G.  Calkins,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  was  reared 
in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys'  of 
his  time  and  received  a  good  jiractical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  near  his  home. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
liis  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  at  .\lpha, 
January  28,  1879,  Miss  Elvira  J.  Elliott  be- 
coming his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Henry- 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Willard 
Elliott,  who  met  death  by  accident  in  Henry- 
county,  Ohio.  Her  mother  afterward  came 
to  Illinois  and  here  married  Charles  Elliott, 
a  l:)rother  of  her  first  husband.  ]\Irs.  Cal- 
kins was  principally  reared  and  educated  at 
.\lpha.  B\-  her  marriage  she  has  become 
the  mother  of  five  children,  namely :  Effie 
.\.,  Edna  P.,  ]\Iary  H.,  Stella  E.  and  Frances 
W.  The  three  younger  children  are  still  in 
school. 

-\fter  his  marriage  Air.  Calkins  located 
upon  bib  present  farm  and  to  its  further  im- 
provement and  cultivation  he  has  since  de- 
voted his  energies.  He  has  enlarged  and  re- 
modeled the  residence  and  now  has  a  very- 
pleasant  home,  surrounded  by  good  out- 
buildings and  shade  and  fruit  trees.  In  con- 
nection with  his  farming  operations  he  is 
engaged  in  raising  and  feeding  stock  for 
market,  which  branch  of  his  business  he  finds 
(|uite  profitable.  Since  attaining  his  major- 
itv  he  has  supported  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  sought 
office,  preferring  to  give  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  his  business  interests.  His  wife  and 
two  older  daughters  are  active  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  contributes 
liberally  although  n(jt  a  member  of  any  re- 
ligious denomination.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  .Amer- 
ica at  .\lpha.  and  lioth  he  and  his  wife  held 
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membership  in  the  Fraternal  Tribune  at 
^^'oodhulI.  Tlie_\-  are  widely  and  favorably 
known,  and  no  couple  in  the  communitv 
where  they  reside  are  held  in  higher  regard 
than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calkins. 


HENRY  .MUSSEY. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch,  whu  is  a 
m.ember  of  the  well-knew n  hrni  of  Mussey 
Brothers,  grain  and  Cdal  dealers  of  Atkin- 
son, Illinois,  was  born  in  Rutland.  \"erniMnt, 
on  the  1st  of  June,  iS_>8.  and  is  a  son  <it 
Henry  and  Sabra  Amanda  (  Law  rence ) 
Mussey,  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  the  former  born  in  March.  1795,  the 
latter  in  May,  1808.  The  Mussey  familv  is 
an  uld  one  in  America.  Our  subject's  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Ebenezer  IMussey.  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut  and  a  farmer  bv  occu- 
pation, while  his  maternal  grandfather,  Ca])- 
tain  Amos  Lawrence,  was  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  Connecticut  troops  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness life  the  father  engaged  in  farming  near 
Rutland,  \'ermont,  and  there  d'ed  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  The  m.otlier's  death 
occurred  at  Atkinson.  Illinois  when  she  was 
ninety-two  years  of  age.  All  of  their  ten 
children  reached  years  of  maturitv  and  eight 
of  the  number  are  still  living,  while  Henrv, 
\\Mlliam  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Nowers  are  resi- 
dents of  Atkinson. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  cm  tlie 
home  farm.  ;uiil  during  the  summer  months 
assisted  in  its  operation,  while  through  the 
winter  season  he  attended  schocd  in  Rutland 
until  eighteen  nxtu's  of  age.  He  remained 
imder  the  jiarental  roof  until  twenty-four 
^■ears  of  age.      (  )n  coming  west,  in  18^7.  he 


located  in  AA'ill  county.  Illinois,  about  four 
miles  from  Aurora,  where  he  purchased  two 
hundred  and  se\-enty  acres  of  improved  land, 
and  to  its  cultivation  and  further  develcip- 
n.ient  de\'oted  his  energies  for  twenty-four 
years.  Selling  that  i)lace  he  came  to  Atkin- 
son where  his  brother  Henry  made  bis- 
home,  and  after  living  retired  for  two  years 
he  bought  the  ele\-ator  of  Emanuel  Lawr 
baugh  and  embarked  in  the  grain  business,  to 
\\  hich  he  has  since  added  coal.  His  brother 
is  a  member  of  the  firm  and  they  do  quite  a 
large  and  prohtaI)le  Inisiness. 

ilr.  Mussc}-  was  married.  November  9, 
:85J,  to  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Mnulthrop,  wdic 
was  born  in.A'ermont  in  1829,  anil  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  extraction.  Her  father.  Tru- 
man Moulthroi).  followed  farming  near  Rut- 
land. L'nto  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Mussey  were  b(jrn 
three  children:  Henry  Ellsworth,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  si.x  month.s :  Jennie  E..  wife  of 
I.  J.  Emmons,  of  Atkinson;  and  Alice 
Emily,  wife  of  W.  F.  Arnold,  by  whom  she 
b.as  three  children.  Henr}-.  Helen  and  Har- 
riet. 

]Mr.  ^lussc}-  is  an  actixe  member  and 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  L'hurch.  winle 
his  wife  is  an  E])iscopalian  in  religious  be- 
lief. Politically  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  ])arty  and  its  principles.  He 
has  e\er  taken  an  acti\e  and  prominent  ]>art 
ir.  educational  affairs,  and  served  as  .school 
director  in  Will  county  eighteen  }-ears.  in 
Henry  countv  for  three  A^ears. 


AIRS.  PAULINA  H.  SHINN. 


nonore< 
Shinn 


the  well-known  resulents  and 
izens  of  Oxford  township,  the 
ly   occupy   an   enx'iable   position. 
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Their  lidiiiestead  adjoins  the  village  of  Al- 
pha. ]\Ir>.  Shinn  was  born  in  .Addison  coun- 
ty. X'erniont.  February  19.  1828.  and  belongs 
to  an  old  and  prominent  Xew  England  fam- 
ily, tracing  her  ancestry  back  to  Robert 
Pease,  who  came  to  the  new  world  on  the 
ship  Francis  from  Ipswich,  England,  and 
landed  in  Boston  in  .April,  1634,  but  later 
settled  in  Salem.  Massachusetts.  Her  father, 
Ohed  Pease,  was  born  in  Enfield,  Connecti- 
cut. April  20,  1789.  and  was  a  son  of  Eze- 
kiel  Pease,  also  a  native  of  the  same  state 
The  former  was  reared  in  Connecticut,  Init 
when  a  young  man  w  ent  to  Vermont,  where 
he  cleared  a  farm  and  made  for  himself  and 
family  a  good  home.  There  he  was  married 
April  II,  181 1,  to  Miss  Lydia  Lamos,  a  na- 
tive of  Xew  Hampshire.  He  continued  to 
engage  in  farming  in  Vermont  until  1839, 
Mhen  he  came  west  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Knox  ciumtw  llliiinis.  where  he  entered 
land  and  opened  up  a  farm,  making  it  his 
home  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  in  1845. 
His  wife  died  Xovember  28,  1863. 

On  the  removal  of  her  parents  to  this 
state,  ]Mr>.  Shinn  remained  with  a  sister  in 
\'erm()nt  to  comjjlete  her  education,  and  in 
1844  jdinetl  her  jjarents  in  Knox  county. 
Priiir  to  her  marriage  she  was  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Knox  and 
\\'arren  counties.  On  the  9th  of  January. 
1848.  she  wedded  Moses  H.  Shinn,  who  was 
Iiorn  in  Harrison  county,  West  \'irginia, 
Xovember  5,  1821,  a  son  of  Hiram  Shinn. 
The  progenitor  of  his  family  in  America 
was  John  Shinn.  a  Quaker,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  England  in  1679,  landing  at 
Burlington.  Xew  Jersev.  and  later  located  in 
\\'e.st  \'irginia.  In  1833  Moses  H.  Shinn 
came  to  Illinois,  and  after  spending  some 
}"ears  in  Fultiin  county,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Knox  county  in  1841.  Being  a  black- 


smith by  trade  he  followed  that  occupation  in 
early  life,  but  on  his  removal  to  Henry 
county,  in  1855,  he  purchased  land  and 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  Oxford  township  he  improved  the  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  which  his 
widow  still  resides,  erecting  thereon  a  good 
residence  and  substantial  barns  and  out-build- 
ings, and  making  many  other  improvements 
which  added  greatly  to  the  \-alue  and  at- 
tractive appearance  of  the  i)lace.  He  also 
bought  land  in  Kansas  for  his  children.  On 
comiileting  his  a])prenticeship  as  a  black-' 
smith  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  with 
a  capital  of  only  twenty-five  cents,  but  being 
industrious,  enerp-etic  and  ambitious  he  met 
v>ith  success  in  his  undertakings,  and  by  the 
assistance  of  his  estimable  wife  accumulated 
a  large  and  valuable  property.  He  continued 
to  actively  engage  in  farming  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  May  16,  1883.  He  was  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  his  section 
of  the  county  as  a  man  of  business  integrity 
and  sterling  worth,  and  had  the  confidence 
a.nd  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, the  ])rinciples  of  which  party  his  fam- 
ily   also    support. 

Unt(j  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shinn  were  born  six 
children,  namcl}- :  Sylvia  A.,  \\ife  of  Charles 
Hall,  of  Akron,  Iowa;  Carroll  A.,  who  is 
married  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Jewell 
county,  Kansas;  Bertha  P.,  who  was  grad- 
uated from  Knox  College  in  1894,  and  is 
now  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Henry.  Illinois.  The  others  are  no'w  de- 
ceasetl.  .\ngelia  L.,  the  first  born,  anil  Ed- 
win both  died  in  infancy.  Jenette  E. 
married  Robert  \\'atson,  of  Henry  county, 
and  died  in  ]\Iarch,  1892,  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-nine years,  leaving  one  child,  Ethel  Wat- 
son, who  finds    a  home    with  her    errand- 
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mother.  Mrs.  Shinn  and  her  daughter 
Bertha  are  niemhers  of  the  MetliocHst  Epis- 
ciipal  Cliurch  and  are  held  in  high  regard  hy 
all   whu   know   tliem. 


JOHX  IX  HILL. 

Among  tlie  1;)ra\e  men  who  de\-oted  the 
opening  years  of  their  manhood  to  the  de- 
fense of  our  country  from  the  internal  foes 
who  sought  her  dismemljerment  was  John 
D.  Hill,  now  a  prominent  resident  of  Gen- 
eseo.  He  was  horn  in  Uapjiahannock  coun- 
ty, \'irginia.  March  nj,  i!~^43.  hut  in  1855 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  county,  with 
whose  interests  he  has  since  heen  activel}' 
identified. 

William  T.  Hill,  the  father  <d"  our  sul)- 
ject,  was  Iiorn  in  Culpeper  county.  \'irgini,'i, 
Ajiril  10.  1 82 1,  and  was  the  oldest  son  of 
John  K,  and  Grace  (Jenkins)  Hill,  als(j  na- 
tives of  the  Olil  l)<nuinion,  anil  the  former 
a  soldier  of  the  war  of  iNu.  William  1'. 
Hill  grew  to  m.anhooil  upon  a  farm  in  Rap- 
pahannock county,  anil  on  ihe  30th  of  March, 
1 84 1,  was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss 
hdiz.-iheth  Lockhart,  who  was  horn  rlierc 
January  13,  iNji.  They  continued  then- 
residence  in  kapi)ahannock  until  1845,  \vlK-n 
they  removed  to  Rc:ckingham  county,  \"ir- 
ginia,  where  they  made  their  home  for  six 
years.  The  following  fom-  vears  were  spent 
in  .\ugusta  count) .  ihc  smne  state,  where  -.'r. 
Hill  oi)erated  a  rented  farm,  and  in  1833  he 
came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  the  family 
tra\-eling  o\crland  in  a  spring  wagon,  while 
tlieir  household  goods  were  hauled  in  ;i  Iwo- 
liorsc  lumher  wagon.  It  recpiired  tlnrly 
days  to  make  the  journey.  For  two  years 
the  father  rented  a  farm  in  Cornwall  town- 


ship, and  then  [lurchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  wild  ])rairie  land  on  section 
24.  ]\Iunson  townshi]!,  for  which  he  paid 
ten  dollars  per  acre.  It  is  now  the  property 
of  our  suliject.  and  lieng  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  well  improved,  it  is  worth 
eighty  dollars  ]5er  acre.  In  1856  the  father 
erected  thereon  the  first  house,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  har\'ested  the  first  crc^p.  He 
added  to  his  farm  until  he  had  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  and  also  owned  city  prop- 
erty in  Geneseo.  and  three  farms  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  each  in  Nebraska. 
William  T.  Hill  died  December  30,  1893, 
and  his  wife  died  October  2,  1884,  and  their 
remains  are  interred  in  Oakwood  cemetery, 
Geneseo. 

John  I).  Hill,  of  this  review,  is  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  l)irth  in  a  family  of  fourteeti 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows;  Will- 
iam J.,  born  January  13.  184J.  enlisted  Au- 
f^iist  13.  1 8'')-',  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred 
and  Twelfth  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry, 
and  was  killeil  in  the  battle  of  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  June  7,  18O4.  Ceorge  R.,  born 
.August  13,  1844,  was  married,  December  31, 
1873,  to  Mary  M.  Taylor,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  implement  business  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  Utah.  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  Augu.st 
3,  1846,  was  married,  January  25,  1865.  to 
George  Dugdale,  now  a  retired  farmer  of 
Gene.seo,  Illinois.  Julia  P..  born  Feliruary 
20.  1848.  married  Samuel  J.  Murphy,  and 
died  December  24,  1884.  Edward  L.,  born 
-\pril  24,  iS4(),  was  married,  Deceember  2'^. 
1871,  to  I'.lla  Calhoun,  and  is  now  a  traveling 
salesman  for  the  .McCormick  Reaper  Com- 
pany, residing  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Rachel 
\'.,  born  .\])ril  2j.  1 83 1,  was  marrietl.  De- 
cember 28,  1871,  to  I'orter  Liken,  now  a 
retired  farmer  of  ( ieneseo,  Illinois.  ]\Iary 
I^..   born   Septemlier   7.    1832.   was  married, 
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September  7.  1876.  to  Adam  ^'l)ung.  a  farm- 
er of  Storm  Lake,  Iowa,  riiilip  D..  horn 
June  17,  1854.  was  married.  Deceml)er  19, 
1877,  to  Florence  Benton,  and  is  an  auc- 
tioneer of  Muscatine.  Iowa.  Jennie  A.,  l)orn 
February  27,  1857,  i.s  tiie  wife  of  Herman 
A\'iedenli()eft,  a  farmer  of  Munson  townsliip. 
tiiis  county.  James  X..  l)orn  Septemlier  17, 
1858.  married  Belle  McRae.  and  is  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Colfax  county.  Nebraska. 
Emma  P..  born  July  18.  1860.  married 
James  J.  Callender,  and  resides  in  Des 
]\loines.  Iowa.  Stei)lien  K..  born  Scjilcmber 
27.  1862,  married  Cora  McKae.  and  is  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Wheeler,  Xe- 
hraska.  Estella  L.,  born  April  9.  1865.  is 
the  widow  of  William  Lane,  and  now  a 
stenograjjlier  in  Des  ]\Ioines,  Iowa. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  John  D. 
Hill  attended  the  district  schools  of  Munsi>n 
township  through  the  winter  months,  while 
ir.  summer  he  aided  in  the  work  of  the  farm. 
He  was  twelve  years  of  age  on  coming  to 
this  county,  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  after  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  Prompt- 
ed by  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted  on 
the  15th  of  August,  1862,  in  Company  C, 
One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illinois  \'olun- 
teer  Infantry,  at  Cambridge,  and  w^as  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  at  Pe- 
oria in  the  following  October.  He  was  made 
corporal  October  17,  1863,  and  detailed  as 
■color  guard,  carrying  the  regimental  banner 
from  ]May  of  that  year  to  May  6,  1864, 
when  he  was  appointed  color  sergeant  and 
ser\-ed  as  such  until  mustered  out  in  Chi- 
cago. July  10.  1865.  He  participated  in 
the  liattle  of  Knoxville.  Sanders  raid,  and 
the  engagements  at  Bean  Station,  Resaca, 
Kenesaw  ]\Iountain,  Utah  Creek.  Atlanta, 
Jonesboro,  Franklin,  Xash\-ille,  A\'ihning- 
ton  (  Xorth  Carolina ) ,  Fort  Anderson,  Kel- 


ly's Ford,  Dandridge.  and  many  others. 
He  was  shot  in  the  slmnlder  at  Knoxville. 
Tennessee,  but  remained  in  the  service,  and 
the  flag  which  he  carried  was  riddled  by 
many  bullets. 

On  the  30th  of  Septemlier.  1868.  Mr. 
Hill  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Es- 
ther K  .\vres.  who  was  born  in  Hicksville, 
Ohio,  Mav  14,  1845.  'i'""!  ''''^'^^  Febuary  6, 
1900,  iier  remains  being  interred  in  Oak- 
wood  cemetery,  Geneseo.  Her  parents  were 
Buenos  and  Sarah  (Osborn)  Ayres,  of  Mun- 
son township,  this  county,  where  her  father 
owned  and  operated  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  valuable  land.  He  was  of  a  mechan- 
ical turn  of  mind,  and  of  great  physical  en- 
ergy. He  was  also  extremely  philanthropi- 
cal.  and  was  interested  in  all  that  tended  to 
the  advancement  of  the  community  in  which 
be  lived.  He  died  in  1895,  ='t  the  age  of 
eighty-tive  years,  honored  and  loved  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
Xovember  i,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  He  belonged  to  a  family  of 
English  origin,  which  was  founded  in  Mas- 
sachusetts in  the  early  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  tracing  his  ancestry  back  to 
the  famous  Captain  John  .\}res.  of  Brook- 
field,  that  state. 

Airs.  Hill  was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children  who  in  order  of  birth  were  as  fol- 
lows:  Sheldon  H.,  born  April  23.  1835.  was 
married,  January  22.  1857,  to  Louisa  Em- 
ery, who  died  near  Galva,  March  12,  1864, 
and  on  the  ist  of  May,  1865,  he  married 
Sarah"  Fronk.  Orlando  B.,  born  July  26, 
1836.  married.  July  13,  1864,  Annie  L. 
Stone,  now  a  resident  of  Des  IMoines,  Iowa, 
and  died  [March  28.  1900.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent attorney.  In  the  spring  of  1837  the 
father  cif  this  family  removed  to  Defiance, 
Ohio,  where  the  following  six  children  were 
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born:  George  W'.,  born  January  6,  1839, 
died  October  10,  1839.  Mary  A.,  born  No- 
vember 22,  1840,  died  November  25,  1840. 
Samuel  P.,  born  May  16,  1842,  was  married, 
April  6.  1 87 1,  to  ]\Iary  Inglefield.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Knuxville, 
Iowa,  for  a  time.  Init  sul3se(|uentl}-  emliarked 
in  the  newspaper  business,  and  is  now  editor 
of  tlie  Herald  of  [Marshalltown.  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Hill  was  the  next  in  order  of  liirth.  Roder- 
iJ<  W..  l)orn  April  26.  1848.  was  married. 
Feljruary  12.  1874.  to  Sadie  M.  Inglefield, 
and  after  her  death  was  again  married,  De- 
cember 2j.  1876.  his  second  union  being  with 
Edith  M.  Swain.  He  is  now  a  farmer  of 
Eussey.  Marinn  county.  Iowa.  Rans(Mn  O.. 
born  in  Bureau  county.  Illinois.  (  )ctol)er  24, 
1852.  was  married.  January  24.  1S77.  to 
Fannie  Reaver,  and  is  a  miller  of  Knoxvillc; 
Iowa.  Azoline.  born  in  Munson  tmvnshpi, 
this  county.  August  24.  1854.  died  three  days 
later.  John  ('.  I'.,  born  in  the  same  ])lace, 
-\ngust  20.  183(1.  was  married.  December 
25.  1879.  to  S.  Alice  Martin,  and  followed 
farming  in  Munson  township  for  several 
years,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  Hfe  in  Gen- 
eseo.  Helen  E..  born  September  3.  1859. 
died  October  13.  1862. 

Throughout  his  acti\-e  Inisiness  career 
Air.  Hill  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. The  first  land  which  he  purchased  in 
this  county  was  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in 
Camliridge  t'lwnshi]).  for  wliich  he  paid 
about  two  thousand  dollars,  and  which  he 
sold  at  a  profu.  He  next  bought  sexenty- 
six  acres  in  Mmison  townslup  for  four  thou- 
sand four  liundred  and  lifty  dollars,  and  later 
added  to  it  eight v  acres,  for  wliicli  he  paid 
five  tliousand  dollars.  This  property  he  im- 
])rove(l  by  the  erection  of  a  house  and  liarii. 
:uid  then  sold  for  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Subse(|uently  he  bouglu  a  farm  of  three  h.un- 


dred  and  four  acres  on  section  24,  ]\Iunson 
township,  and  also  owns  an  elegant  home 
in  Genesee,  where  he  is  now  living  retired 
from  active  labor,  while  his  niece,  Miss  Au- 
gusta Ayres,  keeps  house  for  him.  He  has 
been  the  executiM-  of  three  estates,  including 
that  of  his  father.  Each  of  these  required 
two  years  in  settlement. 

Mr.  Hill  is  an  honored  memlier  oi  E.  J. 
Jenkins  Post.  No.  452.  G.  A.  R..  and  Stewart 
Lodge,  No.  92.  V.  &  A.  ]\1..  and  is  alsi.i  con- 
nected with  the  Unitarian  Church.  He  is 
public  spirited  and  enterprising,  and  thor- 
oughly reliable  in  all  things,  his  word  being 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  His  pleas- 
ant, genial  maimer  makes  him  many  friends, 
and  he  is  held  in  high  regard  hx  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact  either  in  business 
or  social  life: 


R.  PORTER  WTLBER. 

Among  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Oxford  township  is  Porter  \Milber.  who 
owns  ;uid  operate.-,  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  29.  He  was  born 
upon  tliat  place.  August  8,  1852.  and  is  a 
son  of  Robert  Al.  \\'ill)er.  who  was  liorn  in 
Rhode  Island,  in  1794.  His  ancestors  were 
of  Scotch  origin  and  among  the  Puritans 
who  first  settled  in  Rhode  Island.  His 
grand f.ather.  John  W'illjer.  was  a  native  of 
that  state  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Oneida 
county.  New  ^"ork.  There  our  subject's  fa- 
ther was  reared  and  educated,  and  in  early 
life  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  wa^  married  in  tliat  comity  to 
1  lannali  Phelps,  and  in  1840  came  to  Illinois, 
locating  lirst  in  Warren  countw  becoming 
one  of  tile  pioneer  i)reacliers  of  the  western 
part  of  the  state.      In   1850  he  bought  land 
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and  located  where  tlie  smi  now  resides,  and  in 
connection  with  liis  farming  operations  he 
continued  to  actively  engage  in  church  work 
in  Henry  and  adjoining  counties  for  some 
years.  He  died  here  September  4,  i<S6r,, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  three  times  married,  his  second  wife 
being  Betsy  Wood,  a  native  of  New  York, 
while  his  last  wife  and  the  mother  of  our 
sul)ject  was  Martha  S.  Cle\elan<l.  wlm  was 
born  in  (irafton  county.  Xew  liruiipshirc. 
and  wlidin  he  married  in  W'iscniisin.  By 
the  hrst  union  he  had  twn  children  who  are 
still  living.  Mrs.  I'olly  Jenks.  a  widow  of 
Warren  county.  Illinois :  and  Celinda,  wife  of 
Edwin  Bundy,  of  Bedford,  Iowa.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  of  the  second  marriage 
three  still  survive,  namely :  Lydia  A.,  a  resi- 
dent (if  :\Iaryville.  Missouri;  A.  j..  of  Re- 
jMiljlic  county.  Kansas  :  and  Elmira  Dixon,  of 
Hem-}-  count)'.  Illinois.  Two  sons  ga\e  up 
their  li\es  on  the  altar  rif  their  country  dur- 
ing the  dark  days  of  the  (.'ivil  war.  these 
being  Benjamin  \\'..  who  died  at  Xew  Or- 
leans; and  John  M.,  who  was  killed  in  a 
charge  on  Vicksburg.  Our  subject  is  the 
oldest  of  the  three  children  born  of  the  third 
marriage,  the  others  being  Cynthia  and 
Ralph  M.  The  latter  is  married  and  resides 
in  Alpha.  C_\-nthia  was  married  November 
30,  1876,  to  \\'arren  Hue}-,  and  located  at 
New  ^\'indsor,  where  he  died  February  12, 
1882.  lea\ing  one  son,  Vernon,  who  assists 
his  uncle  in  the  operation  of  the  farm,  while 
]\Irs.  Huey  keeps  house  for  her  brother. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Porter  Wil- 
ber  remained  at  home  with  his  mother,  and 
assisted  her  in  carrying  on  the  place.  He  suc- 
ceeded to  the  old  homestead,  and  since  1882 
his  sister,  Mrs.  Huey,  has  been  his  house- 
keeper as  previously  stated.  They  both  hold 
membership  in  the  Baptist  Church  at  Alpha, 


and  Air.  \\'ilber  is  also  connected  with  the 
New  Windsor  lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party  since 
casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Samuel 
J.  Tilden  in  1876.  but  at  local  elections 
\\here  no  issue  is  involved  he  usually  votes 
for  the  man  whom  he  believes  best  quali- 
fied to  fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party 
lines. 


CHARLES  P.  ROOS. 

Among  tlie  enterprising,  progressive  and 
energetic  farmers  of  Loraine  township  is 
numbered  Charles  P.  Roos.  who  is  following 
his  chosetr  occupation  on  section  18,  where 
he  operates  a  valuable  farm  of  three  hundred 
acres  of  his  father's,  l^esides  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  acres  of  his  own  in  section 
10.  eleganth'  improved  with  substantial 
Iniildings.  He  was  born  in  that  township 
on  the  1st  of  November,  1869,  and  through- 
out his  active  business  life  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  agricultural  in- 
terests. 

Jacob  Roos,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  August  30,  1837, 
and  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  came 
to  the  new  world  with  his  father,  Philip 
Roos,  and  took  uj)  his  residence  in  Loraine 
township,  this  county.  During  the  gold  ex- 
citement at  Pikes  Peak,  he  went  to  Colorado 
in  1859,  and  engaged  in  teaming  from  Den- 
ver to  the  mountains  until  the  Civil  war 
l)roke  out,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  First  dl- 
orado  Cavalry,  and  remained  in  the  service 
until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  was 
mostlv  engaged  in  fighting  Indians  on  the 
frontier.  After  receiving  his  discharge  he 
remained  in  Colorado  about  two  years  and 
then  returned  to  this  cmmtv  and  turned  his 
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attention  to  agricultural  ])ur?uits.  in  which  he 
niet  with  marked  succes^.  becomino-  owner  of 
-hve  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine  farm- 
ing land.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
<;ieneseo,  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest.  On  the 
25th  of  January.  1867.  he  married  Miss 
Kosina  Ott,  a  native  of  I'ook  county,  llli- 
nc:is.  and  a  daughter  of  (."asper  and  Eliza- 
beth (_)tt.  She  died  M-ATch  8.  iSSr,.  and  was 
laiil  to  rest  in  Loraine  cemetery.  Mr.  Roos 
v.as  again  married,  in  ( )ctol)er.  1900.  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Ella  McCiowan. 

Charles  P.  Roos  is  the  oldest  of  the  eight 
children  born  of  the  first  marriage,  the  others 
lieing  as  follows:  Joseph  C.  married  Lotta 
Smith,  and  lives  on  a  farm  adjoining  our 
subject's  place:  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Rader.  whose  farm  also  adjoins  that  of 
<nn"  subject:  Albert  died  in  infancy;  Kate  M. 
i,^  the  wife  of  Daniel  Heller,  who  lives  on  a 
]5art  of  the  old  Heller  homestead  in  Loraine 
township;  ^^'illiam  H.  is  in  the  emplo}-  of  the 
Deere  Corn  Planter  Company  of  Rock  I.sl- 
;md ;  and  Carrie  ^I.  and  Alartha  are  both 
with  their  father  in  Ceneseo. 

During  his  boyhuMd  and  youth  Charles 
P.  Roos  attended  the  district  schools  near 
];is  home,  and  when  his  education  was  com- 
jjleted  he  gave  his  father  the  benefit  of  his 
labors  on  the  farm.  He  has  always  engaged 
in  general  farming  since  starting  in  life  for 
himself,  and  is  interested  in  the  breeding  of 
thoroughbred  .\bertleen  Angus  cattle,  of 
which  he  has  a  fine  iK'rd.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  be  i)urch;ised  an  interest  with  his 
father  in  a  horse-power  threshing  machine, 
and  later  engaged  in  operat  ng  the  same  in 
])artnership  with  Louis  Len/.cr  for  three 
>ears.  at  the  end  of  which  time  'Mr.  Lenzer 
^old  Diit  to  Edward  Sommers.  This  ciinnec- 
tion  also  continued  three  }ears.  when  his 
bn.ther.   Josejih.    ])urchasc(l    Mr.    Summers' 


interest,  which  he  subsequently  sold  to  John 
Poppenthien.  Our  subject  was  in  partner- 
ship with  the  last  named  gentleman  for  three 
years,  and  since  that  time  has  engaged  in 
liusiness  alone,  operating  a  steam  thresher, 
corn  sheller,  saw,  grist  and  sorghum  mills 
(juite  successfully.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  en- 
ergetic business  man,  of  known  reliability, 
and  carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
w  hatever  he  undertakes. 

At  Geneseo.  on  the  nth  of  February. 
189.2.  Mr.  Roos  was  united  in  marriage  with 
IVIiss  Barbara  (jerstner.  a  daughter  of  Val- 
entine and  Margaret  (  Marsengarb  )  Gerst- 
ner.  natives  of  (iermany.  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica, in  1870.  and  located  in  Geneseo.  where 
the}"  spent  one  year.  The  father  wa?~  then 
successfulh'  engaged  in  farming  in  this 
count}-  until  iS()8,  when  he  returned  to  Gen- 
eseo, and  has  since  lived  a  retired  life.  His 
children  are  Susan,  at  home;  Eva,  wife  of 
John  ]•".  Poppenthein,  of  Geneseo;  Barbara, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Johnnie,  at  home;  Mag- 
gie, wife  of  William  Santee.  of  Phenix  town- 
ship, thi^  county;  Katie,  wife  of  Luther  Hen- 
ander.  of  Geneseo;  Dena.  twin  sister  of  Ka- 
tie, at  home;  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Emma,  al! 
at  home.  Tw(j  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
I\Irs.  Roos :  Xe\-a  Erman.  who  was  liorn 
Tvlay  6.  1895.  and  died  ^Nlarch  24.  1899:  and 
a  son,  born  ]\Ia}'  10.  1900. 


EZRA  LITTEX. 

Ezra  Litten  is  a  thorough  and  skillful 
farmer  and  a  Inisiness  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary capacity,  who  is  successful!}'  carry- 
ing" on  his  chosen  calling  on  section  33.  W'el- 
ler  tow-nshi]).  .\  native  of  Pennsylvania,  his 
birth  occurred  in  Fulton  countv.  that  state. 
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January  i.  1834,  his  parents  being  John  and 
Sophia  (  Knalile)  Litten.  The  former  was 
horn  in  Maryland  of  English  ancestry,  the 
latter  in  Pennsylvania  of  German  extraction. 
Both  died  in  the  Keystone  state.  By  occupa- 
tion the  father  was  a  farmer,  and  in  religious 
l)elief  was  a  Methodist.  He  gave  his  support 
to  the  Democratic  party  but  never  took  any 
acti\e  part  in  political  matters.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  about  sixty-nine  years 
of  age.  Of  his  thirteen  children  three  died 
in  infancy,  and  Wilson  and  Catherine  died 
during  the  Ci\il  war,  aged  twehe  and  four- 
teen years,  respectively.  The  others  were  as 
follows:  Ezra,  our  subject;  Richmond,  who 
served  in  a  Maryland  regiment  during  the 
Civil  war  and  died  in  Kansas  in  1885 :  Isaac, 
of  \^'eller  township,  this  county;  Sarah  J., 
wife  of  Hillery  Dawson,  of  Morgan  county, 
West  Virginia;  John,  a  resident  of  Kan.sas: 
Thomas,  who  resides  in  Pennsyl\-ania ;  anr! 
!Malachi,  who  li\'es  near  the  old  homestead 
in  Pennsylvania;  and  Jared,  who  died  in 
1877. 

Reared  in  his  native  state,  ]-2zra  Litten 
recei\-ed  a  good  common  school  education  for 
those  days,  but  his  advantages  were  much  in- 
ferior to  those  of  most  boys  at  the  present 
lime.  He  reniained  on  the  home  farm  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to 
Ohio,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for 
two  years.  In  i860  he  came  to  Henry  coun- 
ty, Illinois.  He  had  previously  visited  this 
Slate  in  1855,  '^"^  after  spending  a  short  time 
in  Knox  county  he  returned  to  his  Pennsyl- 
vania home.  In  Henry  county  he  engaged  i:i 
farming  until  after  the  inauguratinn  of  the 
Civil  war. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Litten  joined  the 
boys  in  blue  of  Company  G,  One  Hundred 
and  Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
was  ill  the  first  four  months  after  entering 


the  army,  but  after  that  was  in  acti\'e  ser\-ice 
until  tiie  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in 
some  of  the  most  important  engagements  of 
the  war,  including  the  battles  of  Resaca, 
Georgia;  Columbia,  Tennessee;  Franklin, 
Tennessee:  and  Nashville,  Tennessee;  Mon- 
ticello  and  Richmond,  Kentucky;  Calhoun, 
Philadelphia,  Campbell's  Station  and  Knox- 
ville,  Tennessee;  and  was  with  General 
Sherman  all  through  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
He  was  under  command  of  Generals  Thom- 
as and  Burnsides  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
in  1864;  and  was  with  General  Schofield  in 
North  Carolina  in  1865.  He  participated  in 
one  hundred  and  ten  skirmishes-,  and  was 
slightly  wounded  at  L'toy  Creek  in  August, 
1864.  On  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Greensboro,  North  Carolina. 
June  20,  1865,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Chicago. 

Returning  to  Henry  county  Air.  Litten 
resumed  farming,  antl  in  1868  purchased  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Weller  township,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  seventy  acres,  all 
unimproved  when  it  came  into  his'  possession. 
He  has  since  tiled  the  land  and  placed  it 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  has 
erected  good  and  substantial  buildings  there. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stockrais- 
ing,  making  a  specialty  of  cattle  and  hogs  for 
market  purposes. 

In  1866  Mr.  Litten  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Rhoda  Hess,  who  was  al- 
so born  in  Fulton  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1836,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  there. 
Her  parents,  Stilhvell  and  Asenith  Hess. 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Pennsylvania, 
w  here  all  her  relatives  live  with  exception  ot 
two  sisters  in  Kansas.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Lit- 
ten have  three  children:  Abbie  Asenith. 
born  in  1868,  was  married,  December  18. 
1900,  to  John  E.  Johnson,  of  Knox  cuun- 
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ty:  John  Hciwanl.  l>orn  in  1872,  is  on  the 
heme  farm:  and  Thianas  J.  H..  Iiorn  in 
1878.  is  learning  telegraph}-  in  (iah'a.  All 
ha\-e  recei\'e(l  good  common  schi.iol  educa- 
tions. Mr.  Litten  has  held  some  school 
office  for  man}/  y?ars,  hut  takes  no  part  in 
politics,  though  he  is  willing'  to  aid'  any 
enterprise  for  the  public  good.  His  wife  is 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  both 
are  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  who 
have  the  jjleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 


\\"ILLIA^I  L.  CLAY. 

Henr}-  county  has  no  more  enterprising 
or  skillful  farmer  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch.  He  is  the 
owner  of  much  valualile  property,  includ- 
ing his  home  place  of  three  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  on  section  35,  O.xford  town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Chester,  ^^'indsor 
county,  Vermont,  August  29,  183 1,  and  is 
a  worthy  representative  of  an  old  colonial 
family  which  was  founded  in  this  countrv 
by  three  brothers,  natives  of  England,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  during  the  seven- 
teenth century.  One  of  these  located  in 
^rassachusett>.  the  secnnd  in  Xnrth  Caro- 
Ima  and  the  third  in  A'irginia.  From  the 
first  our  subject  is  descended.  His  pater-* 
nal  grandfather,  Timothy  Clay,  was  a  na- 
tive of  ]\las.sachu.setts  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Chester,  Vermont.  As  a  poor 
man  with  an  ax  upon  his  shoulder  he  went 
t<-  that  i)lacc,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  wil- 
derness made  for  himself  and  family  a 
liome. 

John  L.  Clay,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  October  3,  1802,  in  the  same  house 
^\•here  occurred  the  birth  of  William  L.    He 


grew  to  manliood  in  Chester,  and  married 
Miss  Lousia  AI.  Balch.  a  native  of  Andover 
township,  Windsor  count}-,  and  a  daughter  of 
Joel  Balch,  who  was  also  from  [Massachu- 
setts, and  was  a  .soldier  of  the  war  of  181 2. 
Her  grandfather.  Hart  Balch,  aided  the  col- 
onies in  their  struggle  for  independence  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  remaining  in  the  ser 
vice  from  the  battle  of  Lexington  until  the 
surrender   at   Yorktown.      He.   too,    was   a 
pioneer  of  the  Green  Mountain  state.    Af- 
ter his  marriage  John  L.  Clay  operated  the 
old  homestead  for  some  years  and  there  all 
of  his  children  were  born,  his  family  being 
composed  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
In  1837  he  went  to  Knox  county,  Illinois, 
and  helped  to  raise  the  first  house  built  at 
Galesburg.      Purchasing  land   he    and    his 
family  took  up  their  residence  there  in  1840. 
At  the  time  Galeslnirg  contained  only  one 
store,  two  blacksmith  shops,  Knox  Acade- 
my, and  about  thirty-seven  houses.    There 
he  prospered  in  his  farming  operations  and 
Ijecame  the   owner   of   four   hundred   acres 
of  valuable  land,  upon  which  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there  in  187S, 
at   the   ripe   old   age  of   seventy-six   years. 
His  wife  survived  him  a  number  of  years, 
dying  in   t8()2,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight. 
At   the   age   of   nine   years  William   L. 
Clay  came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  and 
spent  his  early  life  in  Knox  county,  remain- 
ing with  his  father  until  1854,  when  be  pur- 
chased a  half  section  of   raw  prairie  land 
on  section    35,    Oxford    township,    Henry 
county,   where  he  now   resides.     Lpon  his 
])'ace  he  erected  a  little  house,  in  which  he 
lived   alone   while    breaking    his   land    and 
placing  it  under  cultivation.      Subsequently 
he    built    a    more    commodious    and    preten- 
tious dwelling,   a   large  barn   and   substan- 
tial  outl)uildi^^■s.    and   he   has   also   set   out 
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shade  and  fruit  trees,  which  add  g'reatly 
to  tlie  attractive  appearance  of  tlie  place. 
Throughout  his  business  career  lie  has  fol- 
lowed stock  raising  in  connection  with  his 
farming  operations,  and  always  keeps  on 
hand  a  high  grade  of  stock.  Besides  his 
home  farm,  now'  consisting  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  in  O.xford  township, 
Henry  county,  he  owns  an  adjoining  tract 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Knox 
county;  two  farms  aggregating  four  hun-' 
dred  acres  in  York  county,  Nebraska;  and 
one  liundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Warren 
county,  Illinois.  He  is  a  man  of  excellcnr 
business  ability  and  sound  judgment,  and 
to  these  characteristics  may  be  attributed  his 
wonderful  success. 

At  Knoxville,  Illinois,  ^Ir.  Clay  was 
married,  November  22,  1854,  to  Miss  Har- 
riet A.  Davison,  who  was  born  in  Ohio, 
but  was  reared  in  Knox  county,  this  state,' 
of  which  her  father,  Artemus  Davison, 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers.  She  died  in 
February,  1868,  leaving  two  children,  name- 
ly: Seth  H.,  who  now  resides  in  Cam- 
bridge; and  Mary  L.,  wife  of  E.  J.  Rich- 
ards, who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
Clay  homestead.  For  his  second  wife  -\Ir. 
Clay  married  Miss  Ann  M.  Johnson,  who 
was  born  in  Sweden,  but  reared  in  this 
coimtv.  By  this  union  there  are  three 
children:  Fannie  AI.,  wife  of  H.  ^l.  Wil- 
sey,  of  Galesburg;  Warren  L.,  at  home; 
and  Eugenia  Marion,  wife  of  Frank  Welch, 
a  farmer  of  Knox  county. 

Politically  Mr.  Clay  is  a  Jeffersonian 
Democrat,  and  has  never  failed  to  cast  his 
ballot  for  each  presidential  nominee  of  tliat 
party  since  he  first  voted  in  1852  for  Frank- 
lin Pierce.  He  has  never  cared  for  politi- 
cal honors,  preferring  to  give  bis  undivid- 
ed  attention  to   his   extensive   business   in- 


terests. Fraternally  he  is  a  Ro}-al  Arch 
]\Iason,  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge  at 
Woodhull  and  the  cbajjter  at  Rio.  For 
sixty  }-ears  he  has  l)cen  a  resident  of  this 
section  of  the  state,  and  has  watched  with 
interest  its  wonderful  growth  and  develop- 
ment. He  has  seen  the  great  prairie  tire 
which  used  to  sweep  over  the  country,  en- 
dangering the  life  and  property  of  the  early 
settlers,  and  can  well  remember  when  rail- 
roads, telegraphs  and  telephones  were  un- 
known in  this  region,  but  now  all  has 
clianged,  and  all  the  comeniences  and  ac- 
cessories of  an  advanced  civilization  have 
been  introduced.  In  the  work  of  develop- 
ment and  upbuilding  he  has  ever  bore  his 
part,  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all 
enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  He  is  \videly  and  fax'orably 
known  in  both  Henry  and  Knox  counties, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  and  prominent 
citizens  of  his  communitv. 


JAMES  RILEY. 

James  Riley  belongs  to  that  class  of 
men  whom  the  world  terms  self-made,  for 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  empty- 
handed  he  has  conquered  all  the  obstacles 
in  the  path  to  success,  and  has  not  only  se- 
cured for  himself  a  handsome  competence, 
but  by  his  efforts  has  materially  advanced 
the  interests  of  the  community  with  which 
he  has  been  associated.  For  almost  half  a 
century  he  was  one  of  the  active  and  ener- 
getic farmers  of  Henry  county,  but  is  now 
living  a  retired  life  in  Atkinson. 

Mr.  Riley  was  br;rn  in  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  July  20,  1824,  a  son  of  Paul  and 
Elizabeth  ( Laughlin )  Rile}',  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  pioneers  of  Licking 
countv,  Ohio,  whence  tlle^'  came  to  Illinois 


JAMES   MACHESNEY. 
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with  her  growth  and  development,  wliile 
Ills  name  is  inseparably  connected  with  her 
farming  interests.  He  is  a  man  of  keen  dis- 
crimination and  sound  judgment,  and  his 
executive  ability  and  excellent  management 
have  brought  to  him  a  high  degree  of  suc- 
cess, so  that  he  is  now  the  largest  land  owner 
of  Annawan  township. 

.\  native  of  Penns_\i\ania,  Mr.  Maches- 
ney  was  born  in  Greensburg,  Westmoreland 
county,  March  17,  1817,  his  parents  being 
Andrew  and  Mary  (Henderson)  Maches- 
ney.  The  father  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
\>as  four  }'ears  of  age  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  America  in  1786.  The  grand- 
father William  Machesney,  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  died  about  1825. 
His  wife  had  previously  passed  away,  botli 
being  quite  old  at  the  time  of  their  death. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  six  children,  namely :  John, 
who  spent  his  early  life  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  then  removed  to  Ohio ;  Andrew,  the 
father  of  our  subject;  W'illiam,  who  made 
his  home  in  W^estmoreland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, until  death;  Elizabeth,  who  became 
the  wife  of  David  McElvane.  of  Butler 
County,  Pennsylvania;  ^Margaret,  and  one 
other  daughter,  both  deceased. 

Throughout  his  active  business  career 
Andrew  Machesney  also  followed  the  voca- 
tion of  a  farmer.  For  two  years  he  lived 
in  Ohio,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned 
to  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
died  at  his  home  near  Greensburg,  in  1864, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His 
Avife  died  in  January,  1868,  at  about  the  age 
of  seventy-two.  She  was  a  native  of  the  Key- 
stone state  and  of  Scotch  descent.  They 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children.  John 
Avas    a    farmer    of    Westmoreland    county, 


where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six; 
William  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Pennsylva- 
r.ia.  but  in  his  declining  years  came  west  to 
live  with  a  daughter  in  Colfax,  Iowa,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight;  Andrew 
died  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, at  the  same  age;  Jane  became  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Dunkin,  of  that  county,  and  later 
ir.o\ed  to  Alarion,  Indiana  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  died  several  years  ago, 
and  where  she  is  still  living;  Alexander  is 
still  a  resident  of  Westmoreland  county; 
James,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Henderson  died  in  Westmoreland  county, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-six;  Mary  wedded  Ar- 
chie Da\is  and  died  in  Blairsville,  Indiana 
county,  Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of  about 
seventy;  Lewis  was  a  life-long  resident  of 
Pennsylvania ;  Maragaret,  deceased,  was  the 
vife  of  John  Mowery;  David  died  at  Grin- 
nell,  Iowa;  Jackson,  deceased,  was  a  resident 
of  Pennsyh-ania ;  and  Elizabeth  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  Lawbach,  of  Stewart,  Iowa. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  James  Ma- 
chesney grew  to  manhood,  and  is  indebted 
to  its  public  schools  for  his  educational 
privileges.  There  he  followed  farming  when 
his  school  days  Avere  over  until  coming  to 
Illinois  in  1854  with  his  brother,  David,  who 
was  a  physician.  In  the  winter  of  1855  they 
opened  a  drug  store  in  Annawan  at  the  loca- 
tion of  the  present  drug  store  at  that  place, 
and  carried  on  business  there  until  the  i6th- 
of  March,  i860.  Since  then  our  subject  has 
engaged  in  farming,  and  has  converted  many 
a  wild  tract  into  highly  cultivated  fields.. 
In  his  farming  operations  he  has  met  with^ 
remarkable  success,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  eight  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  ricli 
and  productiA"e  land,  upon  which  he  has 
erected  good  and  substantial  buildings. 
}klrs.  ]Vlachesnev  is  also  the  owner  of  a  farm 
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of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Anna- 
wan  township.  He  now  rents  most  of  his 
property.  His  residence  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated on  section  29,  six  and  a  half  miles 
southwest  of  Annawan.  Prosperity  has  at- 
tended his  well-directed  efforts,  and  within 
the  past  four  years  he  has  purchased  twenty- 
two  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  land.  He 
has  never  given  a  mortgage  in  his  life. 

ilr.  Machesney  was  married,  January 
30,  1861,  to  Mrs.  Selinda  Johnson,  a  native 
of  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana.  "  Her  par- 
ents were  Silas  and  Sarah  (Henderson) 
Burgett,  natives  of  Ohio;  they  both  died  in 
Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  JNIachesney  have  five 
children,  as  follows:  Mary  Agnes,  wife  of 
Joseph  Anderson,  of  Annawan;  Anna  Ar- 
delia,  wife  of  James  E.  Douglas,  of  Anna- 
wan township;  James  H.,  who  married 
Minnie,  daughter  of  Robert  Booth,  of  An- 
nawan township,  and  lives  in  Annawan; 
Milton  Howard,  who  married  Densey 
Barton  and  resides  at  the  same  place ;  and 
Morgan  Burgett,  who  married  Nora,  daugli- 
ter  of  James  Batten,  of  Annawan. 

In  his  political  views  'Mv.  Machesney  is 
a  stanch  Republican.  He  cast  his  first  pres- 
idential vote  for  Zachary  Taylor  and  has 
always  taken  a  deep  and  commendable  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  although  he  has  ne\-er 
cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  pub- 
lic office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  his  extensive  business  in- 
terests. He  is  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  and  prominent  men  of  his  com- 
munity, and  is  highly  respected  ami  es- 
teemed wherever  known. 


FRANK  L.  HOUGH. 
Among-  the  representative  business  men 
of  the  county  none  are  more,  deserving  of 
iei)resentation  in  this  volume    than    Frank 


L.  Hough,  who  for  thirty  years  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  grain  business  in 
W'oodhull,  and  who  has,  through  his  well- 
directed  efl:'()rts,  gained  a  comfortable  com- 
petence that  numbers  him  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  the  community. 

A  native  of  Illinois,  he  was  born  in 
iviarshall  county,  October  12,  1844,  and  is 
the  only  child  who  grew  to  maturity  of  the 
union  of  Rev.  Marshall  Hough  and  :\Ia- 
tiida  Myers.  His  father  was  born  and 
reared  in  Greene  county.  New  York,  and 
when  a  young  man  came  to  Illinois.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  ^lonticello  College  and 
was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  but  later  united  \\ith  the  Uni\-er- 
salist  Church  and  continued  in  the  minis- 
try of  the  latter  until  his  death  in  1847, 
when  our  subject  was  only  three  years  old. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife 
had  two  children :  Baylis,  who  married 
and  settled  in  Iowa,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred ;  and  ]\Irs.  Eliza  S.  Leonard,  a  widow- 
residing  in  Denver,  Colorado.  The  nxither 
of  our  subject  was  also  married  twice,  her 
first  husband  being  Baplis  Garrison,  and 
tc  them  w^e  born  two  children :  \A'illiam 
B.,  a  resident  of  Iowa;  and  Ada,  deceased. 

Mrs.  Hough  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  18 14,  and  came 
to  Illinois  about  1828  with  her  father,  Da- 
vid Myers,  who  first  settled  in  Sangamon 
count}-  and  later  removed  to  Marshall  coun- 
ty. She  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in 
a  family  of  twelve  children,  all  of  whom 
married  and  reared  families  of  their  own. 
Besides  herself  four  of  the  number  are  still 
living,  these  being  Hiram,  w-ho  was  born  in 
Illinois,  and  is  now  living  retired  in  Gales- 
burg;  Mrs.  Dorinda  Ong,  a  resident  of  La- 
con,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Emily  Burnham  and 
Mrs.    Eliza    Roberts,  both  of     Iowa.     Al- 
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Ihougli  eiglity-seven  years  of  age,  Mrs. 
Hough  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  contin- 
ues to  act  as  her  son's  housekeeper. 

During  his  early  life  Frank  L.  Hough 
ipent  three  years  with  his  sisters  in  Ottuni- 
\va.  Iowa,  hut  in  the  fall  of  1858  returned 
t<j  Galesburg.  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated,  completing  his  studies  at  Lom- 
bard University.  In  i860  he  taught  one 
term  of  school  in  Iowa,  and  then  embarked 
in  the  grain  business  at  Galesburg,  which 
he  carried  on  at  that  place  for  three  years. 
In  1870  he  came  to  Woodhull,  and  has 
since  engaged  in  the  grain  business  at  this 
place,  having  erected  a  large  elevator  and  a 
good  brick  office.  He  owns  or  leases  ele- 
vators at  Alpha,  Oi)heim,  Lynn,  Orion, 
\'iola  and  Xew  Windsor,  and  ]jrobably  does 
the  largest  business  of  any  dealer  in  the 
county.  By  fair  and  honorable  dealing  he 
has  built  up  an  excellent  trade,  and  has  be- 
come one  of  the  most  prosperous  citizens 
of  the  community.  He  has  invested  his 
capital  in  real  estate,  owning  two  hundred 
acres  in  Knox  county,  and  with  Judge 
Bigelow,  of  Galva,  bought  sixty  acres  ad- 
joining the  village,  which  was  laid  out  and 
known  as  Bigelow  &  Hough's'  addition  to 
the  village  of  Woodhull.  This  has  been 
well  sold  and  settled  up.  He  is  also  inter- 
ested in  other  real  estate.  He  started  out 
in  life  for  himself  empty-handed,  and  his 
success  is  due  entirely  to  his  diligence, 
perseverance  and  good  management. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Hough 
has  supported  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  accounted  one  of 
most  progressive  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zens of  his  community.  He  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  town  board,  but  has  never 
sought  political  honors.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  Master    ]\Iason,  having    united  with    the 


order  at  Woodhull.  His  mother  is  an  ear- 
nest member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  a  most  estimable  ladv. 


WTLLIAM  KIENE. 

Germany  has  contributed  a  large  quota 
of  the  sturdy,  energetic  agriculturists  of 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  among  them 
are  to  be  found  men  of  sterling  worth  and 
integrity,  who  have  succeeded  in  life 
through  their  own  industry  and  persever- 
ance. To  this  class  belongs  the  subject  of 
this  rex'iew,  who  is  now  a  well-to-do  farm- 
er residing  on  section  12,  Loraine  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Kiene  was  born  on  the  7th  of 
March.  1846,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  of 
whicl;  province  his  parents,  Henry  and 
Fredereka  (Sien)  Kiene,  were  also  natives. 
The  father,  who  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade, 
died  in  that  country  about  i860,  and  the 
mother  departed  this  life  in  1892.  They 
had  three  children:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  W'ill- 
iam  Myer,  of  Germany;  William,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Charles,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Germany. 

Reared  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  ^Mr. 
Kiene  is  indebted  to  its  public  schools  for 
his  educational  advantages.  Bidding 
good-by  to  home  and  friends  in  1869,  he 
took  passage  on  a  steamer  at  Bremen,  and 
after  a  voyage  of  twenty-one  days  landed 
in  New  Orleans,  \\-hence  he  came  up  the 
Mississippi  river  to  Davenport,  Iowa.  His 
destination,  was  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
and  on  reaching  Geneseo,  in  the  evening, 
he  was  so  tired  out  that  he  fell  asleep  in 
the  depot  and  did  not  awaken  until  the  fol- 
lowing morning  at  nine.     During  the  first 
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sixteen  mnnths  of  liis  residence  liere  lie 
worked  for  ( ieorge  Arnett,  and  later  was 
in  the  employ  of  ( i.  Graft  and  Charles  Zy- 
ler  for  one  year  each. 

On  the  U)th  of  February.  1873,  INIr. 
Kiene  married  Aliss  Frances  Thurwenger, 
of  CJeneseo.  a  daughter  of  Mark  and  Eliza- 
httli  iLinninger)  Thurwenger.  who  emi- 
gratetl  to  Henry  county  from  German}-  in 
1868.  The  fatlier  died  in  1893.  '^'le  mother 
in  1 88'),  l)ot])  in  Loraine  township.  She 
was  the  oldest  of  their  three  children,  the 
others  being  Kate,  wife  of  Antonia  Syler, 
of  Kewanee:  and  Jacob,  who  is  also  mar- 
ried and  li\es  in  Kewanee.  ^Ir.  .and  Mrs, 
Kiene  are  the  parents  of  fi\-e  children, 
namely  ;  (  i  )  I-'rank,  born  Xovemjjer  10, 
J  873,  is  a  resident  ui  Loraine  township. 
He  married  F"lora  Egert  and  they  have  two 
children,  Francis  and  Burton,  (2)  Mary, 
Ijorn  April  6.  1874,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Ken- 
wick,  of  Bartlett.  Nebraska,  and  thev  have 
two  children,  Philip  and  an  infant.  (3) 
Katie,  born  August  6,  1876,  is  the  wife  of 
I'"rank  Egert,  of  Kewanee,  and  they  have 
one  child,  William  M.  (4)  Philip,  born 
I-'ebruar}-  20,  1885.  i>  attending  the  home 
school.      (5)    (Jtto  died  in  infancy. 

For  four  years  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Kiene  operated  a  rented  farm,  and  in  1876 
purchased  seventy-five  acres  of  land  on 
section  12,  Loraine  township,  for  which  he 
l-aid  seventeen  hundred  dollars.  The  im- 
provements upon  the  place  at  that  time  were 
\ery  slight,  but  through  his  untiring  labors 
and  good  management  he  has  made  it  one 
of  the  best  farms  of  the  locality,  having 
added  to  the  original  purchase  until  now  it 
comprises  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres  of  well-improved  land,  (^n  coining 
to'  this  country  he  was  entirely  unfamiliar 
with  the  English  language  and  knew  noth- 


ing of  farm  work,  and  the  success  that  he 
has  achieved  is  certainly  well  merited.  His 
knowledge  of  his  chosen  occupation  has 
lieen  gained  liy  experience,  and  he  is  to-day 
a  till  irough  and  systematic  farmer.  He  al- 
sc  raises  stock  for  the  market.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  has  filled  the  office  of  school 
director,  and  has  always  taken  a  commenda- 
ble interest  in  ])ublic  atYairs.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  Brooks  Camp,  Xo.  225, 
^I.  W.  -\.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Lu- 
theran, while  his  wife  holds  membership  in 
the  Catholic  Church. 


SWAX  T.  OLSON. 

Although  an  adopted  son  of  America, 
the  country  has  no  more  patriotic  or  loyal 
citizen  than  Swan  T.  Olson,  who  fought 
for  the  preservation  during  the  dark  days 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  is  to-day  an  honored 
citizen  of  W'oodhull.  Illinois.  He  was  born 
in  Blekingelan,  Lister  Herrail  Gammaes- 
torp  Socken,  Sweden,  }klarch  3.  1838,  a 
son  of  Truetlson  and  Celia  (Trulson) 
Olson,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1867. 
The  mother  died  November  8,  1867,  at  the 
age  of  about  sixty  years,  and  the  father  de- 
parted this  life  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty. 

Coming  to  the  new  world  in  1856, 
Swan  T.  Olson  proceeded  at  once  to  Illinois, 
landing  in  Galesburg.  Knox  county,  on  the 
loth  of  August.  He  had  the  misfortune 
to  l)reak  his  leg  on  the  first  day  spent  in 
that  city.  After  his  recovery,  in  1857,  he 
commenced  work  on  the  farm  of  Judge 
Ferris,  west  of  Galesburg.  and  remained  in 
his  employ  for  nearly  three  years.  He  con- 
tinued to  work  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
hand  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
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Feeling  tliat  the  country  needed  his 
ser\-ices.  Mr.  Olson  enlisted  on  the  first 
call  in  1 86 1,  but  the  coni])any  which  he 
joined  was  not  accepted  at  that  time.  In 
August  of  the  same  }-ear  he  enlisted  in 
•Company  C,  Forty-third  Illinois  \'olunteer 
Infantry,  as  a  private,  it  being  a  Swedish 
company  which  was  organized  at  Camp 
Butler.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
Western  army,  and  was  first  engaged  in 
skirmishing  in  ^Missouri,  where  they  spent 
the  winter.  The  fnlhiwing  spring  they 
went  to  Fort  Henr_\-,  and  from  there  to 
Fort  Donelson.  the  battle  being  mosth-  over 
when  they  arrived  at  the  latter  place.  They 
participated  in  the  engagements  at  Shiloh, 
and  then  marched  to  Corinth,  and  was  in 
the  siege,  and  later  went  to  Jackson  and 
Bolivar,  Tennessee.  They  were  in  the  fight 
at  Salem  Cemetery,  and  were  in  a  number 
of  skirmislies  around  Somer\-ille,  Tennes- 
see. The\-  were  next  ordered  to  \'icksburg, 
but  the  city  surrendered  before  their  arri- 
val. They  had  previously  been  sent  to  Me- 
•chanicsburg  to  burn  the  town,  and  after 
some  skirmishing  accomplished  their  ob- 
ject, after  which  they  camped  at  Snyders 
Bluff.  They  assisted  in  capturing  Little 
Rock,  .\rkansas,  and  later  were  engaged  in 
guard  duty  until  mustered  out.  The  regi- 
ment was  veteranized  anil  Air.  Olson  was 
transferred  to  Company  A.  He  received  an 
h.onorable  discharge  at  Springfield,  Illinois, 
in  December,  1865.  and  then  returned  to 
his'  home  with  a  war  record  of  which  he 
may  be  justly  proud.  For  a  month  he  was 
confinetl  in  the  regimental  luispital  near 
Little  Rdck  by  illness,  and  then  sent  to  the 
general  hosintal  at  Little  Rock,  where  he 
remaine<l  until  able  to  rejiiin  his  regiment. 
-After  his  return  home  Air.  Olson  li\-ec! 
-with  his  brother  at  Woodhull.     Being  in  ill 


l;ealth,  he  was  unalile  tC)  d(.)  any  work  for 
some  time,  but  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  of  his  brother  on  credit.  In  the  fall 
of  1866  he  returned  to  Sweden,  where  he 
spent  the  winter,  but  the  following  spring 
again  came  to  the  United  States,  bringing 
with  him  his  parents.  The  mother  died, 
however,  on  the  8th  of  November,  1867. 
Our  subject  located  upon  his  present  farm 
and  later  added  to  it  an  adjoining  tract, 
making  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Oxford  township,  which  he 
in.iproved  and  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  continued  to  reside 
thereon  until  i8q6.  when  he  purchased  a 
residence  in  Woodhull  and  has  since  made 
his  home  there.  His  long  and  arduous  ser- 
vice in  the  army  so  impaired  his  health  that 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  been  al- 
most helpless,  and  has  had  no  use  of  his 
limbs  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  but  uses  a 
wheeling  chair.  As  a  sort  of  compensation 
he  now  receives  a  pension  of  seventy-two 
dollars  per  month  from  the  government. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1871,  Mv.  Olson 
married  Miss  Celia  Hokenson,  who  was 
born  in  Sweden  June  16.  1844.  and  was 
reared  in  the  same  neighborhod  as  her  hus- 
band. She  came  to  America  and  joined 
some  relatives  in  Galesburg,  Illinois.  July 
13,  1866.  Her  parents,  Hoken  Ben>on  and 
wife,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1873  '^'""^1  set- 
tled in  Kansas,  where  the  father  died.  Later 
the  mother  made  her  home  with  Mrs.  Ol- 
son in  this  county,  where  her  death  oc- 
curred May  2j.  1892.  Air.  and  Airs.  Olson 
liave  five  children  li\-ing.  nameh" :  Esther, 
wife  of  John  Franceen.  who  now  operates 
Air.  Olson's  farm :  Emma  and  Hattie,  ])oth 
at  home:  Ella,  wife  of  Leon  Houghton,  a 
farmer  of  Henry  county;  and  Herman,  a 
lad  of  fourteen  \-ears,  who  is  attending  the 
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home  sclidol.  Three  chil(h-en  are  deceased: 
Herman,  who  died  at  the  a,s:e  of  fifteen 
months:  Cliiteha.  who  died  at  tlie  age  of 
three  and  a  half  years:  and  a  son  wiio  died 
in   infancy. 

Air.  Olson  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Lincoln  in  1S64,  and  has  always  been 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  secured  his  naturalization  papers  after 
his  return  fr(im  the  war.  and  filled  the  office 
of  schoiil  director  for  a  time.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  are  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them. 


WILLIAAl  O.  ALLISON. 

The  subject  of  this  review  owns  and 
successfully  operates  a  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  adjriining  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Alpha,  and  is  also  actively  identified 
\vith  the  industrial  interests  of  that  town. 
A  nati\e  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born  in 
Derry  township,  ^^'estmoreland  C(iunty, 
January  28,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew 
J.  Allison,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Arm- 
strong county,  that  state.  The  latter  is  a 
cousin  of  Senator  Allison,  of  Iowa,  and  a 
son  of  S(|uire  Allison.  In  his  native  coun- 
ty the  father  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
INIiss  Susan  I^ible.  \\  ho  was  born  in  the 
same  county.  Later  they  removed  to  a  farm 
in  Westmoreland  county,  where  they  still 
reside.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  serving  as  a  member  of  Company 
E,  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
^^llunteer  Infantry.  He  was  present  at  Lee's 
surrendei'. 

William  ( ).  Allison  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  and  bad  but  limited  educationrd 
advantages    in    earlv    life.       In     JA'bruarv, 


1876,  he  came  to  Henry  county.  Illinois, 
and  worked  as  a  farm  band  liy  the  month 
for  two  or  three  years.  At  Alpha,  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  he  was  married, 
December  17,  1878,  to  :\Iiss  Phylinda  Pat- 
terson, who  was  born  on  that  ]3lace.  Her 
father,  O.  H.  Patterson,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  county,  and  from  a  tract 
of  wild  land  developed  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied Ijy  ]\lr.  -Mlison.  There  he  died  March 
3.  1895,  ''""'  'I's  wife  passed  away  May  25, 
1893. 

O.  H.  Patterson  was  born  in  Auster- 
litz,  Xew  York,  June  4.  1823,  and  be  there 
grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm  within  forty 
rods  of  the  Massachusetts  line.  While  still 
residing  there  he  married  his  first  wife. 
Coming  west,  he  located  in  Galesburg.  Illi- 
nois, where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  chain  pumps.  After  residing  there  alx^ut 
one  A'ear  and  a  half,  in  the  spring  of  1851 
he  came  to  Henry  county  and  purchased 
forty  acres  of  what  is  nnw  the  homestead 
at  •Aljjha,  on  which  he  built  and  otherwise 
improved.  His  first  wife  having  died,  he 
married  Miss  Margaret  Taze,  who  was 
from  \Vestmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania. 
To  his  original  forty  he  added  from  time  to 
time  until  he  had  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  which  he  greatly  impro\-ed,  and  on 
which  be  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.  Politically  he  was  first  a 
AA'hig,  then  a  Republican,  and  later  a  Pro- 
hibitionist. He  was  one  of  the  first  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Alpha,  and 
was  active  in  church  work,  serving  as  dea- 
con and  trustee  of  the  church.  He  left  only 
one  child,  Mrs.  Allison. 

-\fter  their  marriage  Mr.  and  ^Nlrs.  .\1- 
lison  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  and  Mr. 
.Mlison  assisted  in  carrying  on  the  farm, 
which  tbev  now    own.  and  which  comprises 
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twn  Inindred  acres.  They  also  own  anotlier 
well-improved  place  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  In  1894  he  erected  a  large 
and  pleasant  residence,  and  has  also  built  a 
good  barn.  He  has  set  out  a  good  _\-oung 
orchard,  has  tiled  the  land  and  made  many 
other  imi)ro\-ements  which  add  greatly  to 
the  value  and  attractive  aiJ])earance  of  the 
place.  He  raises  a  good  grade -of  stock, 
and  also  owns  and  operates  the  .\lpha 
broom  factory,  which  was  started  here  about 
ten  years  ago,  and  Air.  Allison  has  been 
buying  the  stock  until  he  now  owns  it  all. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Mlis.m  have  a  family  of 
fi\e  .sons,  namely:  Ira  D.,  Harry  O.,  Fred 
C,  Raymond  A.  and  Wesley  Alerritt.  Since 
attaining  his  majority  our  subject  has  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
i;;  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles.  He 
served  four  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Oxford  township,  but  has  never  cared  for 
jwlitical  honors,  preferring  to  give  his  un- 
di\ided  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  is  an  active  and  ])rominent  member  of 
the  Alpha  Baptist  Chuich.  to  which  his  wife 
a'so  l)elongs;  is  now  serving  as  deacon  and 
trustee;  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Rock  Isl- 
and Baptist  Association;  and  served  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school  for  eight- 
een years.  His  life  is  exemplary  in  all  re- 
spects, and  he  has  ever  supported  those  in- 
terests which  are  calculated  to  uplift  and 
l)eneht  humanity,  while  his  own  high  moral 
worth  is  deserving  of  the  highest  commend- 
ation. 


ja:\[es  c.  piersox. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  one  of 
the  thrifty  and  enterprising  agiricultuiists 
of  Henry  county,   is  the  owner  of  a  good 


farm  adjoining  the  village  of  Atkinson. 
He  was  born  in  Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  loth  of  ]\Iay,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  Pierson,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  removed  to  Ohio  in  early  life,  and  near 
Mansfield,  that  state,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  -Ann  Cook.  They  continued 
their  residence  in  Ohio  until  after  the  birth 
of  three  of  their  children,  the  father  Ijeing 
engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1855  came 
west,  driving  acn)ss  the  country  to  Bureau 
county,  Illinois.  He  purcha.sed  a  farm  not 
far  from  Tiskilwa,  on  which  he  made  a 
number  of  im])ro\ements.  l)ut  finall}'  sold 
that  ])lace  and  bought  another  farm  nearer 
the  village.  On  disposing  of  the  latter  prop- 
erty he  tciok  up  his  residence  in  Tiskilwa, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years  in  retirement 
from  active  labor,  dying  there  in  1880. 
His  wife  survived  him  .some  years,  and 
pas.sed  away  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  In  their  family  were  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  years 
of  maturity,  namely:  Elmira  and  ^Melissa 
.\.,  both  residents  of  Ti.skihva;  James  C, 
our  sul)ject;  Philemon,  of  Tiskilwa;  Will- 
iam J.,  of  Iowa;  Charles  H.,  of  Frankfort, 
Kansas;  and  Laura,  who  died  in  1899,  at 
about  thirty-seven  year.s  of  age. 

James  C.  Pierson  accompanied  his  pa- 
rents (in  their  remo\-al  to  Bureau  county, 
Illinois,  in  1835,  and  remained  with  them 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he 
rented  land  in  that  coimty  and  commenced 
farming  on  his  nwn  account.  There  he 
was  married  on  the  4th  of  March,  i86j,  to 
]\Iiss  Maria  Pickard,  a  native  of  Livings- 
ton. New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Leander 
and  Rebecca  (  Kenne}- )  Pickard,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  harried  in  that  state,  and 
also  removed  to  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  in 
1K55.  locating  near  Tiskilwa.     .\fter  farm- 
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ing"  tliere  fur  snme  time  Mr.  Pickard  came 
to  Flenry  county,  and  purchased  a  i)lace 
near  Atkinson,  liut  now,  at  the  age  oi  nine- 
ty _\-ears.  he  is  h\  ing  retired  with  his  (kuigh- 
ler,  .Mrs.  Anna  Chft^n,  in  Atkinson.  :\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Pierson  liave  one  daughter.  Cora 
Belle,  at  hi^ne.  They  have  lo;,t  three  sons, 
namely:  h'ranklin,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years:  Melville  and  Jesse,  who 
both  died  at  al)out  the  age  of  two  and  a  half 
years. 

During-  the  Civil  war  Air.  Piers()n  en- 
listed in  1864,  in  Coniiiany  I.  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantrv, 
and  joined  his  regiment  at  Springfield,  where 
it  was  organized.  They  did  provost  duty 
in  this  state,  and  Company  I  was  stationed 
at  Peoria  most  of  the  time.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  Mr.  Pierson  was  mustered  out 
and  honorably  discharged  at  Springfield. 
July  8.   1865.' 

Returning  home.  ]\Ir.  Pierson  resumed 
farming  in  Bureau  county,  and  later  pur- 
chased a  farm  three  miles  west  of  Tiskihva. 
but  after  operating  it  one  year  he  sold  that 
place  and  bought  his  present  farm  in  At- 
kinsiin  township.  Henry  county,  which  at 
that  time  was  only  ]3artially  improved. 
Here  he  has  made  his  home  since  1867,  and 
in  the  operation  of  the  farm  he  has  met 
with  marked  success.  He  alsi)  owns  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Butler  county,  Kan-as.  all  of  which  1  , 
erty  has  been  acquired  through  his  o\vn 
well-directed  efforts. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  i860,  he  has  supported  every 
presidential  nominee  of  the  Republican  party, 
arid  has  been  an  earnest  ad\ocate  of  its  prin- 
ciples. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  village 
board  of  Atkinson,  but  has  never  cared  for 
])oIitical  honors.      I-'raternallv  he  is  a  member 


if  the  Grand  Army  post  of  Geneseo.  He 
s  one  I  if  the  leading  citizens  of  his  commu- 
iit_\-,  and  commands  the  respect  and  confi- 
Itnce  of  all  who  know  him. 


PETER  W.  WARXOCK. 

Among  the  more  prominent  and  enter- 
prising farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  A!i,a 
township  who  are  of  alien  birth,  is  the  sul)- 
ject  of  this  review,  whose  home  is  on  sec- 
tiiin  29.  He  was  born  in  county  Down,  Ire- 
land, on  the  19th  of  October,  1828,  and  is 
a  son  of  William  and  Jane  (Woods)  War- 
nock,  natives  of  the  same  county,  who  came 
"to  America  in  1848,  accompanied  by  one 
son  and  three  daughters  and  settled  in 
Burlington.  Xew  Jersey.  In  their  family 
were  the  following  children:  Alary,  who 
wedded  Henry  Prichard  and  died  in  Ire- 
land, while  his  death  occurred  in  Alba 
township,  this  county:  Jane.  Eliza  and  Will- 
iam, who  all  died  in  Burlington,  New  Jer- 
sey :  Anna,  who  married  Robert  McCullougli 
and  died  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania; 
Peter  \\\,  our  subject;  Hugh,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Eighty-first  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry  during  the  Ci\-il  war  and  was 
killed  in  the  battle  o.f  \'icksburg;  and  James, 
who  is  represented  on  another  page  of  this 
\-olume.  The  parents  both  died  in  Burling- 
ton. Xew  Jersey:  the  father  died  at  about 
se\enty  and  the  mother  at  about  the  same 
age. 

Peter  W.  \\'arnock  was  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  his  native  land.  He  attended  the 
National  schools,  where  he  paid  one  pennv 
per  week  tuition  and  helped  furnish  the  fuel. 
On  their  w;iy  U>  school  the  scholars  car- 
ried a  lump  (if  i)eat  under  their  arms,  ar.d 
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those  wlio  lirouglu  no  fuel  were  not  allowed 
near  the  lire.  Later  he  attended  a  pri\ate 
school  which  cost  one  pound  per  quarter. 
In  1846,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  Mr. 
^\'arnock  came  to  America  alone,  heint;-  one 
of  the  passengers  on  the  Henrietta  .Mary,  ot 
Belfast,  a  sailing-  vessel,  which  at  this  time 
was  six  weeks  and  three  days  in  crossing  the 
Atlantic.  From  New  York  city,  where  he 
landed,  he  went  to  Burlington,  Xew  Jersey, 
where  he  joined  a  cousin  employed  as  gar- 
dener by  Bishop  Doan,  and  during  the  four 
years  our  subject  remained  with  him  he 
thoroughly  learned  the  art  of  gardening. 
For  three  months  he  served  as  gardener  f(ir 
]\Ir.  Remington,  president  of  the  Perkio- 
men  Mining  Company,  near  Valley  Forge, 
and  subsequently  assisted  laying  ( lut  the  Odd 
Fellows  cemetery  at  Philadelphia.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  he  entere<l  the  employ 
of  Owen  Jo'nes,  of  Lower  Merion  iMWusliip, 
JMontgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  with 
whom  he  remained  two  years,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  gardening  at  Camden,  Xew  Jer- 
sey, until  coming  west  in  1857. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Warnock  was  mar- 
ried, February  23,  1854.  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Cassels,  who  was  born  in  Xew  York,  Au- 
gust JO,  1836,  and  is  the* only  child  of  John 
and  Jane  (Adams)  Cassels,  both  natives  of 
count}'  Down,  Ireland.  The  father,  who 
was  captain  of  a  ship,  was  lost  at  sea  in 
1838,  and  the  mother  died  in  Xew  York,  in 
1844.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warnock  were  born 
the  following  children  :  ( i )  Joseph,  torn  in 
Camden,  Xew  Jersey,  Xovember  17,  1854, 
died  in  Xebraska,  August  25,  1888,  unmar- 
ried. (2)  \\'illiam,  born  in  Camden,  Xew 
Jersey,  January  31,  1857,  married  Lyda 
Steele,  antl  they  have  ten  children,  Arthur, 
Ray,  Maud,  Gracie,  Floy,  Howard,  Warren, 
Aroma,  Lee  and  Lewis.     (3)  Peter  W.,  born 


in  this  county,  August  20,  1859,  resides  in 
Idahci.  He  married  Edna  Brainard  and 
they  have  three  children,  Mabel  E.,  Earl 
and  Ruth.  (4)  Mary  J.,  born  January  i, 
1862,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Detro,  of  Mineral, 
Illinois,  and  they  have  two  children,  Milo 
and  Xaomi  E.  (5)  Elizabeth  A.,  born  .\u- 
gust  6,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Steele, 
of  Annawan.  (6)  Hugh  J.,  born  June  25, 
1869,  lives  near  his  father  in  Alba  town- 
ship. He  married  Phenny  Hirshberger, 
and  they  ha\e  four  children,  Verne  Joseph, 
Xina  IL.  Carl  C.  and  Liffard  A.  (7) 
Helena  1\..  liorn  January  i,  iH/2.  is  the 
wife  of  William  R.  Frew.  \\ho  lives  in  Ke- 
wanee.  (8)  John  C,  a  dentist,  born  March 
21,  1874,  resides  in  Wyanet,  Bureau  county, 
Illinois.  He  married  Lenora  Pottorf  and 
they  have  two  children,  Alice  H.  and  Oscar 
W".  (9)  Hugh  James,  born  April  9,  1864, 
died  April  2j.  1865.  (10)  George,  born  Oc- 
t(jber  28,  1876,  died  the  same  month. 

On  first  coming  to  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  1857,  ^Ir.  Warnock  located  in 
Colona  township,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing until  the  spring  of  1867,  when  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Alba  town- 
ship, for  which  he  paid  twelve  and  a  half 
dollars  per  acre.  This  he  soon  broke  and 
placed  under  cultivation,  and  has  since 
added  to  it  until  he  now  has  a  tract  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  takes  a  great 
ir.terest  in  horticulture,  and  is  extensively 
engaged  in  the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs, 
making  a  specialty  of  the  breeding  of  Aber- 
deen Angus  cattle,  which  are  considered 
the  best  in  the  world  for  beef  purposes. 
He  owns  "Ides  Eclipser,"  a  full  uncle  of 
the  steer  "Advance"  that  sold  at  the  live 
stock  show  of  1900,  at  Chicago,  to  a  Xew 
York  firm,  f(ir  one  dollar  and  a  half  per 
pound.     He  has  a  very  fine  herd  upon  hii 
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place,  and  is  alile  to  command  the  liighest 
prices  for  liis  cattle,  and  has  a  great  many 
pedigreed  cattle. 

Mr.  ^^'arnock's  political  support  is  given 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill  the  offices  of  school  trustee  and 
director,  collector,  assessor  and  justice  of 
the  peace,  having  held  the  latter  office  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  and  his  wife  are  both 
earnest  memliers  of  the  Alethodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  are  held  in  warm  regard  by 
all  who  know  them. 


OLOF  OLSON. 

For  half  a  century  Olof  Olson  has  been 
a  resident  of  Henry  county,  and  is  to-day  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  Weller  township, 
his  home  being  on  section  26.  He  was  born 
in  Sweden,  July  13,  1843,  ^"d  ^'^me  to  the 
United  States  with  his  parents.  Eric  and 
Catherine  (Johnson )  Olson,  in  1849.  ^^ 
was  four  months  from  the  time  that  they  left 
their  old  home  in  Sweden  before  they  ar- 
rived in  this  county,  their  destination  being 
Bishop  Hill,  where  so  many  of  their  coun- 
trymen had  settled.  Cholera  ha\-ing  broken 
out  in  tli,e  Cdlony  they  proceeded  to  Gales- 
burg,  where  they  remained  until  the  epidemic 
was  over  and  then  located  at  Bishop  Hill. 
The  father,  who  was  a  miner  and  laborer  by 
occupation,  worked  around  Victoria  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  died  on  a  farm  in  Henry 
county,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  but  his  wife 
i.-  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years, 
and  now  makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 
Tiieir  ntlicr  children  were  Jonas,  who  lives 
near  Xekoma,  Weller  township;  and  a 
daughter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

During  their  boyhood  tb.e  sons  remained 


with  their  mother  at  Bishop  Hill,  and  are  in- 
debted to  the  schools  of  that  place  for  their 
educational  privileges.  As  soon  as  old 
enough  our  subject  was  employed  by  the 
colony  as  ox  boy  and  herdsman,  and  con- 
tinued to  work  there  until  after  the  Civil  war 
broke  out.  Feeling  that  his  adopted  country 
needed  his  services,  he  enlisted  in  1865  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  remained  in  the 
service  until  hostilities  ceased.  He  then  re- 
sumed work  as  a  farm  hand  in  ^\'eller  town- 
ship, and  was  thus  employed  until  his  mar- 
riage. 

On  the  22nd  of  December,  1866,  \h. 
Olson  wedded  Miss  Mary  Malmgren,  who 
was  born  in  Bishop  Hill,  December  27,  1846, 
being  the  first  child  born  in  the  colony.  Her 
parents  were  Jonas  and  Anna  ]\Ialmgren, 
who  came  with  the  second  party  to  this  coun- 
try. The  mother  died  of  cholera  in  1849 
when  Mrs.  Olson  was  only  three  years  old, 
and  one  daughter  died  in  infancy.  Chris- 
tine E.,  born  in  Sweden,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Olof  Nordstrom,  of  Alabama.  The  father 
was  again  married  and  by  his  second  union 
had  two  children,  of  whom  one  daughter  died 
in  infancy.  Abraham  grew  to  inanhood  and 
died  in  Kewanee  in  1898.  The  mother.  Mrs. 
Catherine  Malmgren.  is  living  in  the  city  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  but  the  father 
is  now  deceased.  He  was  always  a  ^■ery  ac- 
ti\-e  man  and  a  hard  worker,  and  followed 
the  blacksmith's  trade  in  the  colony.  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Olson  have  three  children, 
namel}-:  Emma,  born  ]May  19,  1868,  taught 
school  prior  to  her  marriage,  and  is  now  the 
v/ife  of  Paul  L.  Johnson,  of  Bishop  Hill, 
whose  sketch  ajipcars  elsewhere  in  this  \o]- 
ume;  Jennie,  born  June  18.  1871,  was  a 
stenographer  ])rior  to  her  marriage,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  K.  L.  Swanson,  of  Bishop 
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Hill :  and  Henry,  born  IMay  30.  1875,  assists 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  the  children  of 
the  colony  had  to  go  to  work,  and  Mr.  Ol- 
son thus  earlv  liegan  his  liusiness  career. 
After  his  marriage  he  located  upon  his 
present  farm,  and  to  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement lias  since  de\'oted  his  energies  un- 
til he  now  has  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms 
of  its  size  in  \\'eller  township,  it  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming  he  has  also 
engaged  in  stock  raising  with  good  success, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  the  cijmmunit}-.  He  has  held  some  school 
offices  but  has  ne\er  aspired  to  political 
honors.  Socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of 
the  I\Io(lern  Woodmen  camp  at  Bishop  Hill 
and  the  (irand  Army  p(3st  at  Galva,  while 
his  son  Henry  is  also  connected  with  the 
former  fraternity  and  the  Select  Knights  of 
America.  Airs.  Olson  is  a  consistent  and 
faithful  memlier  of  the  Swedish  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Bishop  Hill  and  as  a 
Sunday-school  teacher  takes  an  active  part 
in  its  w(.)rk.  The  family  is  one  of  prominence 
in  the  communitv  where  thev  reside. 


HERMAN   KRAUSE. 

Alany  of  Henry  county's  most  enterpris- 
ing and  industrious  citizens  have  come  from 
be}ond  the  sea,  among  them  being  Herman 
Krause.  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  section  10,  Burns  town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1840,  a 
son  of  Louis  and  Augusta  (Marshner) 
Krause,  natives  of  the  same  country,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  until 
1856,  when  they  emigrated  with  their  fam- 


ily to  America.  The  -voyage  was  a  long 
and  tedious  one,  consuming  seven  weeks  and 
six  days.  They  sailed  from  Bremen  and 
landed  in  New  York,  whence  they  came  di- 
rect to  Kewanee.  Illinois.  The  father  was 
a  small  farmer  in  his  native  land,  and  after 
following  various  occupations  in  Kewanee, 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  unbroken  timber 
land  on  Mud  creek,  in  1864,  and  again 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Subsequently  he  sold  that  place  to  his 
brother  August,  and  bought  two  eighty- 
acre  tracts,  one  of  which  he  paid  for,  while 
the  other  was  paid  for  by  our  subject.  The 
hrst  home  of  the  family  was  merely  a  small 
shanty,  but  was  later  replaced  by  a  good 
frame  residence.  The  father  died  in  1872. 
and  was  buried  in  Cosners  cemetery.  He 
was  twice  married  and  by  his  first  union  had 
twj:>  sons,  William  and  August.  The  chil- 
dren by  the  second  marriage  were  Herman. 
Fred,  Tena  and  Albert.  The  mother  of  these 
is  still  living  and  now  makes  her  home  with 
her  son  Albert. 

Being  principally  reared  in  the  father- 
land, Herman  Krause  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Germany.  He  ac- 
companied the  family  on  their  removal  to 
this  country,  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  was  married,  December  25,  1863, 
to  I\Iiss  Christina  Peterson,  who  was  born 
in  Sweden,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents.  Ten  children  bless  this 
union,  namely:  Emma,  now  the  wife  of 
Louis  Leonard,  a  farmer  of  Burns  township ; 
Frank,  who  married  Minnie  Snyder  and  is 
also  engaged  in  farming  in  Burns  township ; 
John,  who  married  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing at  Atkinson ;  Charles,  who  married  Liz- 
zie Hepner  and  is  a  mechanic  of  Kewanee ; 
Abner,  who  married  Ella  ^^'hitehead  and 
follows  farming;  Eddie,  at  home;  ^^'innie, 
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wife  of  Taylcir  Monte,  a  farmer:  and  Car- 
rie and  Samuel.  Imtli  at  home.  The  mother 
of  tliese  children  died  and  for  his  second, 
wife  Mr.  Krause  marrietl  Mrs.  Louisa 
Swechemlyne. 

Mr.  Krause  has  a  well-improved  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  on  section 
10.  Burns  township,  and  in  connection  with 
general  farming  he  is  successfully  engaged 
in  stock  raising.  Upon  his  place  i^  a  good 
residence,  suhstantial  liarns  and  other  out- 
buildings, and  everything  about  the  place 
denotes  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the 
owner,  who  is  numbered  among  the  most 
skillful  farmers  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  partv.  and 
holds  membership  in  the  German  Lutheran 
•Church. 


HON.  \A  ILLIAM  C.  STICKXEY. 

In  the  past  ages  the  history  of  a  country 
Avas  the  record  of  wars  and  conquests ;  to-day 
it  is  the  record  of  commercial  activity,  and 
those  whose  names  are  foremost  in  its  annals 
are  the  leaders  in  business  circles.  Among 
the  most  prominent  business  men  of  Henry 
county  is  William  C.  Stickney.  of  Woodhull. 
who  has  a  wide  reputation  as  a  capable  finan- 
cier and  occupies  a  position  of  no  little  prom- 
inence in  Connection  with  the  political  af- 
fairs of  the  county. 

\\"il!iam  C.  Stickney  was  born  in  Cam- 
bridgeport.  Massachusetts,  September  6. 
1846,  and  is  descended  from  a  prominent 
early  Xew  England  family,  lieing  of  the 
eighth  generation  from  William  Stickney, 
who  1ounde<l  the  family  in  -\merica  as  earlv 
as  i(\]j.  Records  of  the  family,  however, 
in  England,  can  be  traced  back  to  133 1. 
\\'illiam  Stlcknev  settled  at  Rowlev.  Massa- 


chusetts, where  he  was  a  selectman  and  free- 
holder, and  filled  several  offices  of  trust  and 
iionor.  (  2  )  Samuel  Stickney,  his  eldest  son, 
was  also  born  in  England  in  1633,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Rowley,  Massachusetts. 
He  was  later  a  large  freeholder  of  Brad- 
ford, and  the  early  records  show  him  as 
having  been  a  selectman  there  nine  years 
between  1671  and  1695,  and  in  1689  a  rep- 
resentati\e  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  at 
Boston  to  confirm  the  new  administration. 
{ 3  )  William  Stickney  was  a  freeholder  at 
Bradford,  where  he  died  young.  (4)  Will- 
iam Stickney,  a  resident  of  Billerica,  ap- 
pears on  the  Massachusetts  muster  rolls  in 
1722,  although  not  eighteen  years  old.  He 
was  prominent  in  public  afifairs.  having  for 
many  years  served  as  town  clerk,  selectman, 
and  a  representati\e  to  the  first  Pro\incial 
Congress,  which  was  convened  at  Salem, 
October  7,  1774.  at  no  little  peril  to  its 
members.  He  was  also  a  representative  to 
the  second  Provincial  Congress,  con\ened 
at  Cambridge.  February  i,  1775,  serving 
on  many  of  the  most  important  committees, 
and  in  the  third  Provincial  Congress,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  he  took  an  equally 
im])ortant  part.  (  5  )  William  Stickney,  of 
Billerica.  was  a  sergeant  in  Col.  Bridge's 
regiment,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Lexing- 
ton and  Jjunker  Hill.  Later  he  was  a  lieu- 
tenant in  Col.  Mcintosh's  regiment.  In 
17S4  he  moxed  to  an  unbroken  wilderness, 
which  was  afterwards  incorporated  as  Graf- 
ton, \'ermont,  which  place  he  represented 
in  the  general  court  ( legislature )  of  Ver- 
mont for  two  years.  (6)  William  .Stickney, 
a  farmer  of  Cirafton.  \'ermont.  was  select- 
man, representative  to  the  general  court  of 
^'ermont,  and  held  man_\-  other  offices  of 
trust. 

(7)    Henry   Stickne}',   our   subject's    fa- 
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tlier.  was  horn  in  Grafton,  \"ernu)nt,  Jan- 
uary _'9,  1807,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
that  state.  For  some  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  cxDmmission  and  grain  business 
in  Boston,  Massaclnisetts,  and  while  there 
he  married  Miss  Mary  Anna  Wood,  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  daughter  of 
David  Wood,  who  was  al.so  Iiorn  in  that  state. 
In  1853  Henry  Stickney  emigrated  to  IIH- 
iiois  with  his  family  and  located  in  Henry 
county,  where  he  entered  some  government 
land,  securing  other  tracts  on  land  warrants, 
and  kept  adding  to  his  landed  possessions 
until  he  owned  al)out  one  thousand  acres. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers 
of  the  county,  as  well  as  one  of  its  promi- 
nent early  settlers.  His  death  resulted  from 
an  accident  November  16,  1866.  He  was 
viell  known  throughout  Henry  and  adjoin- 
ing counties,  and  was  elected  a  mernber  of 
the  first  board  of  county  supervisors.  His 
v.ife  survived  him  a  number  of  years  and 
departed  this  life  February  19,  1888.  being 
hud  t<j  rest  by  his  side  in  the  W'oodhull 
cemetery.  (For  further  information  see 
the  Stickney  Family  Genealogy,  Salem, 
^Massachusetts.) 

(8)  William  C.  Stickney  was  six  years 
of  age  wdien  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  county,  and  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  primary 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Later 
he  attended  Knox  College  for  some  time. 
On  the  completion  of  his  education  he  re- 
turned to  the  farm  and  for  several  years  de- 
voted his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
succeeded  to  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
operated  until  1892,  and  at  the  same  time 
successfully  engaged  in  stock  raising,  his 
farm  being  headquarters  for  registered  short 
horns  for  many  years.  In  1880  he  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  Farmers  Bank  at  Wood- 


hull,  and  on  his  remox'al  to  that  town  in 
1892  he  assumed  the  active  management  of 
the  bank,  which  is  now  one  of  the  most  re- 
liable financial  institutions  of  Henry  countj'. 
In  connection  with  his  banking  business  he 
still  carries  on  the  home  farm,  he  now  own- 
ing three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  the 
original  homestead.  He  is  also  interested 
in  the  electric  light,  plant  at  \\'oodhull  in 
partnership  with  H.  E.  Houghton  and  T. 
F.  Bell,  it  being  built  and  put  in  operation 
by  these  gentlemen. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1870,  in  Wood- 
hull,  ^Ir.  Stickney  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ida  A.  Clarke,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  a  daughter  of  Jason  Clarke, 
who  brought  his  family  to  this  county 
among  the  early  settlers,  where  Mrs.  Stick- 
ney was  reared  and  educated.  By  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  namely :  William 
W.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old 
Stickney  homestead,  married  Nellie,  daugh- 
ter of  T.  W.  (lamble,  of  \\Viodhull,  and  they 
l]a\e  two  children,  William  Wilson  and  Ida; 
Grace  M.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Davis,  of 
Woodhull ;  and  Henry  C.  completes  the  fam- 
ily. The  wife  and  mother  died  ]\Iarch  31, 
1891,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in 
Woodhull  cemetery. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Stick- 
ney has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  supported  every  presidential  nom- 
inee of  the  party  since  casting  his  first  bal- 
lot for  General  U.  S.  Grant.  For  several 
terms  he  was  one  of  the  leading  and  in- 
fiuential  members  of  the  county  board  of 
supervisors,  and  was  a  member  of  the  board 
at  the  September  session,  1878,  when  the 
resolution  was  passed  for  building  the  pres- 
ent court  house.  In  1894  he  was  elected 
to  the  state  legislature,  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Thirty-ninth  general  assembly.     He 
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tilled  the  oftice  in  a  most  creditable  man- 
ner :  was  a  member  of  the  committees  on 
appropriations,  corporations  and  banking; 
and  materially  assisted  in  securing  the  pass- 
age of  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  in- 
sane asylum  in  this  district.  He  takes'  a 
deep  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
public  welfare,  and  withholds  his  support 
from  no  enterprise  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit.  His  genial,  pleasant  manner 
has  made  him  quite  popular  in  both  public 
and  private  life,  and  as  a  public-spirited  and 
enterprising  man  he  is  recognized  as  a  \alued 
citizen  of  the  communitv. 


WILLIAM  C  GILLESPIE. 

For  the  past  ten  years  this  gentleman 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  in  Alpha,  and  by  his  genial,  pleas- 
ant manner  has  made  many  warm  friends 
among  his  patrons  and  fellow  citizens.  He 
was  born  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania, 
December  13,  1829,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  a  farm,  his  early  life  being  de- 
moted to  work  at  the  carjienter's  trade. 

On  first  coming  west,  in  1853,  ]\Ir.  Gil- 
lespie located  in  Comanche,  Iowa,  where  he 
engaged  in  carpentering  for  a  time.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same  year,  however,  he  went  to 
northern  Wisconsin,  where  he  spent  a  few 
months,  and  then  returned  to  Iowa,  but  in 
January,  1854,  came  to  Illinois,  taking  up 
his  residence  in  Mercer  county,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  a  few  years.  In 
i860  he  went  to  Pikes  Peak,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  mining  with  fair  success  for  about 
two  years. 

After  the  battle  of  Lexington,  Missouri, 


y[\-.  Gillespie  went  to  Denver  with  the  in- 
tention of  enlisting  but  found  the  quota  full 
and  so  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Illinois. 
Soon  afterward,  however,  he  went  to  Leav- 
enwortl:,  Kansas,  where  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  Eighth  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  with  his  command  proceeded  at  once  to 
Tennessee.  He  participated  in  a  number 
of  skirmishes  and  several  important  en- 
gagements, including  the  battles  of  Look- 
out Mountain  and  Corinth ;  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, and  the  battle  of  Nashville,  and  later 
at  Perryville,  Kentuck}-,  under  command 
of  General  Jefferson  C.  Davis ;  and  was  in 
a  forced  march  from  Nashville  to  Louis- 
ville, and  in  the  fight  at  Green  River  Bridge, 
In  1863  he  was  honorably  discharged  and 
returned  home,  but  the  following  year  re- 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and 
Fortieth  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry,  and 
with  this  regiment  went  to  ^demphis,  Ten- 
nessee. He  was  on  active  duty  until  the 
term  of  his  enlistment  expired,  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Chicago  early  in  the  year  1865. 
He  then  returned  to  his  farm  in  Mercer 
county,  and  in  connection  with  its  opera- 
tions he  engaged  in  raising  and  dealing  in 
stock,  and  was  also  extensively  interested 
in  bee  culture,  having  quite  a  large  apiary. 
On  the  22nd  of  February,  1869,  in 
Aledo,  Mercer  county,  ]Mr.  Gillespie  was 
married  by  Rev.  James  Poag  to  IMiss  Sarah 
~Sl.  Decker,  a  native  of  that  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Westfall  Decker,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1837,  lo- 
cating in  Mercer  county.  By  this  union 
were  born  four  children,  namely:  Hannah 
M.,  wife  of  Forrest  Wilson,  a  farmer  of 
Henry  county;  John  C,  a  resident  of  Alpha; 
Ida  E.,  wife  of  William  Shivey,  a  farmer  of 
Henry  county;  and  Bonnie  D,,  at  home  with 
her  parents. 
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After  his  marriage  Mr.  Gillespie  settled 
on  a  farm  near  Aledu.  in  Mercer  town- 
ship, Mercer  county,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  broke,  fenced 
and  improved.  Subsequently  he  bought  an- 
other farm  of  similar  size,  and  still  later  an- 
other tract  of  eighty  acres,  all  of  which  he 
operated.  One  of  the  farms  he  traded  for 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Coffey  county,  Kansas,  but  after  residing 
there  for  one  year  he  sold  out  and  returned 
to  the  old  home  farm  in  Mercer  county,  Illi- 
nois. A  year  later  he  returned  to  Kansas 
and  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Butler  county,  where  he  lived  for  a 
few  years  and  then  sold.  He  was  subse- 
quently engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Mercer  county,  Illinois,  until  coming  to 
Alpha  in  1890,  when  he  purchased  a  hotel 
and  has  since  successfully  conducted  the 
same.  Besides  his  projjerty  he  owns  se\en 
acres  and  a  good  residence  in  the  village, 
and  has  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  near  Rolla,  Alissouri.  On  starting  out 
in  life  for  himself  his  capital  consisted  only 
of  a  pair  of  willing  hands  and  a  firm  de- 
termination to  succeed.  Being  a  man  of 
sound  judgment,  keen  discrimination  and 
good  business  ability,  as  well  as  a  capable 
financier,  he  has  met  with  success  in  life  and 
is  now  quite  well-to-do.  In  1872  Mr.  Gil- 
lespie made  a  trip  to  California,  and  spent  six 
months  on  the  Pacific  slope.  He  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Franklin  Pierce, 
in  1852,  and  since  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  has  been  one  of  its  stanch 
supporters,  but  has  never  cared  for  po- 
litical preferment.  He  is  an  honored  member 
of  Oxford  Lodge,  No.  367,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at 
New  Windsor,  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 


this  section  of  the  state,  with  whose  inter- 
ests he  has  so  long  been  identified,  and  well 
nierits  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 


HEXRY    BOOZIER. 

Among  the  leading  citizens  of  Atkin- 
son township  is  numbered  Henry  Boomer, 
who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on 
section  28,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the 
village  of  Atkinson.  He  first  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1843,  ^"d  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  since  1862.  He  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son county.  New  York,  July  23,  1825,  and 
is  a  son  of  Michael  Boomer,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  the  same  county,  April  23,  1794. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Edward  Boomer, 
was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  and  belonged 
to  one  of  its  pioneer  families.  The  father 
served  as  a  drummer  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  participated  in  several  engagements,  in- 
cluding the  battle  of  Sackett  Harbor.  In 
his  native  county  he  married  IVIiss  Martha 
Moore,  who  was  also  born  there  November 
19,  1795,  and  died  July  ^o,  1843,  while  his 
death  occurred  September  9,  1847.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a  farmer,  and  followed  that 
pursuit  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York, 
throughout  life. 

Henry  Boomer  is  the  only  survivor  of  a 
family  of  thirteen  children,  consisting  of 
eight  sons  and  five  daughters.  His  early 
life  was  spent  upon  the  home  farm  and  he 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  He  came  to  Illinois 
in  1843.  ^nd  for  several  years  worked  on 
a  farm  near  Elgin,  Kane  county.  Return- 
ing to  the  county  of  his  nati\"ity  he  was 
there  married,  ;\Iarch  i,  1849,  to  Miss  Julia 
Wood,  who  was  also  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  New  York,  of  which  her  father, 
James  \Vood,  was  an  early  settler. 
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S(.)iin  after  liis  marriage  ]\Ir.  Boomer  re- 
turned to  Illinois,  and  took  up  his  residence 
near  Sa\'anna.  La  Salle  county,  where  he 
rented  lanfl  and  eno-aged  in  farming-  for  eight 
years.  In  liSdj  he  came  to  Henry  county 
and  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  in  Atkinson  township,  where  he 
now  resides.  At  that  time  only  a  few  acres 
had  heen  hr<.)ken,  and  a  little  shanty  erected 
there(_)n,  but  to  its  further  improvement  and 
cultivation  he  at  once  turned  his  attention, 
and  now  has  a  \ery  desiralile  and  attractive 
farm,  supplied  with  all  the  conveniences  and 
accessories  found  upon  a  model  farm  of  the 
present  day.  To  the  original  tract  he  has 
added  eighty  acres,  and  now  has  tw(i  hun- 
dred acres  of  rich  and  arable  land.  In  con- 
nection with  his  farming  operations  he  also 
raises  and  feeds  stock. 

Air.  Boomer's  first  wife  died  here  Au- 
gust 9.  1894.  By  that  union  there  were 
four  children,  namel}- :  Herbert,  a  railroad 
man  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  married,  and  died 
INIay  20.  1893,  leaving  four  children,  Eugene, 
Harry.  Jesse  and  Frank;  Mrs.  Emogene 
Thayer  is  a  widow^  living  in  California; 
Gertritde,  the  wife  of  Timothy  Sammons,  of 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Rosaline  and  Aldin  J. :  and  Jay, 
who  carries  on  the  home  farm,  married  [Miss 
Helen  I'lacater,  a  native  of  La  Salle  coun- 
ty, and  has  two  children.  Floyd  Henry  and 
Olive  Gertrude. 

Mr.  Boomer  was  again  married  in  Jefl'er- 
son  county.  New  York,  November  15,  1898, 
liis  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Flora  Hol- 
lister  Wilcox,  a  daughter  of  Colonel 
Charles  Hollister  of  that  county,  who 
served  with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the 
war  of  iSiJ.  and  rose  from  the  rank  of 
captain  to  colonel,  holding  four  commissions. 
He  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Empire  state, 


and  there  married  Aliss  Pleuma  Lewis,  the 
mother  of  Airs.  Boomer.  Colonel  Charles 
Hollister  was  a  son  of  John  Hollister.  who 
was  engaged  in  the  supply  department  of 
General  Washington's  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  There  the  wife  of  our 
subject  was  reared  and  educated.  Her  first 
husband  was  Henry  Noble,  who  died  in 
the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil 
war,  leaving  one  son,  Charles  Noble,  a  resi- 
dent of  Jefferson  cotmty.  New  York.  There 
Mrs.  Noble  wedded  James  Wilco.x.  and  with 
him  remti\ed  to  Alichigan,  where  his  death 
(jccurred. 

Air.  Boomer  is  now  practically  living  a 
retired  life  while  his  son  operates  the  farm. 
Politically  he  is  a  Jeft'ersonian  Democrat, 
and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  his  party  prin- 
ciples. His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Geneseo 
Baptist  Church,  and  both  are  held  in  the 
warmest  regard  by  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 


THOAIAS  C.  COWDEN. 

This  well-to-do  and  progressive  farmer 
residing  on  section  17,  Burns  township,  was 
born  in  Millwood,  Guernsey  count}^  Ohio, 
on  the  8th  of  August,  1849,  a  son  of  W'ill- 
iam  and  Alary  (Rogers)  Cowden.  The  fa- 
ther was  born  in  Ireland  in  1798,  and  wdien 
a  boy  came  to  America  with  three  brothers, 
one  of  whom  drifted  to  parts  unknown. 
After  spending  some  time  in  New  York, 
he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  married,  and 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  coming 
to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  about  1854,  lo- 
cating in  Burns  township,  on  the  state  road, 
buying  eighty  acres.  He  also  took  up  six 
eighty-acre  tracts  of  land,  including  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  17,  and  north- 
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west  (luarter  of  section  jo.  and  north- 
east (|uarter  of  section  19,  that  town 
sliip.  He  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
Jnly  31.  1891.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his  community. 
His  second  wife  died  when  our  suliject  was 
hut  three  or  four  years  old. 

To  this  worthy  couple  were  horn  the  fol- 
lowing children:  William  Washington  was 
a  memher  of  Company  D.  One  Hundred 
and  Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
(luring  the  Civil  war  and  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Resaca.  Joseph  served  three  years 
ill  Company  A,  Forty-second  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  re-enlisted  in  the  Fourth 
United  States  Cavalry.  He  died  from  the 
effects  of  his  army  service  while  home  on 
a  furlough,  after  having"  spent  thirteen 
months  in  the  hospital  at  Xashville.  D. 
L.,  now  a  retired  farmer  of  Cambridge,  Illi- 
nois, was  also  a  member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry.  Jjhn 
H.,  a  farmer,  died  at  the  age  of  twentj-- 
three  years.  Thomas  C,  our  subject,  is  tlie 
next  son.  Jacob  G.  is  a  farmer  living  near 
Tecumseh,  Johnson  county,  Nebraska. 
Mary,  deceased,  first  married  George  Davis 
and,  second,  S.  I.  ^lathews  and  had  two 
children  by  the  former  marriage.  Deborah 
is  also  deceased.  She  was  the  wife  of  J. 
G.   Walker. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  Thomas  C. 
Cowden  early  became  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agricult- 
urist, and  acquired  his  literary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
still  lives  upon  the  old  homestead,  owning 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  in  his 
farm  operations  is  meeting  with  most  ex- 
cellent success.  He  has  owned  and  oper- 
ated a  threshing  machine  and  corn  sheller 


twenty-three  years.  On  the  6th  of  Feliru- 
ary,  1883,  was  celebrated  his  marriage  with 
^liss  .\nna  Michaels,  a  native  of  McDon- 
ough  county,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of 
l^aac  and  Margaret  (Walker)  Michaels. 
Her  mother  tlicd  near  Salisbury,  [Missouri, 
July  10,  1882,  and  her  father  departed  this 
life  in  Alabama,  February  14,  1900.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cowden  have  two  children :  Law- 
rence H.,  born  June  18.  1885:  and  Flossie, 
born  December  24,   1892. 

Like  his  brothers,  Mr.  Cowden  was  also 
numbered  among  the  boys  in  blue  during  the 
Rebellion,  enlisting  in  1865,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  at  Chicago,  and  then  sent  to 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee.  When  hostilities 
ceased  and  his  services  were  no  longer  need- 
ed he  was  mustered  out  at  Memphis,  and 
honorably  discharged  at  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois. As  a  Republican  he  has  taken  quite 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  pol- 
itics since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Grant.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
township  central  cominittee,  and  for  three 
years  was  a  member  of  the  Republican 
county  central  committee.  He  has  served 
as  school  director  about  eighteen  years,  and 
has  also  filled  various  other  offices,  includ- 
ing that  of  drainage  commissioner,  his  du- 
ties always  being  faithfully  and  conscien- 
tiously performed. 


ANDREW  ARNOUIST. 

This  prominent  and  successful  merchant 
of  Bishop  Hill,  was  born  in  Helsingland,  in 
the  northern  part  of  Sweden,  April  29.  1847. 
and  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  faniilv 
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of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  reached  years 
of  maturit}-,  but  two  are  now  deceased. 
Peter,  John.  Anna  and  Sarah  still  resitle  in 
Sweden,  our  subject  being  the  only  member 
of  the  family  in  the  United  States,  The 
death  of  his  parents  occurred  in  Sweden, 
where  they  spent  their  entire  li\"es.  The 
father,  Andrew  Arnquist,  Sr.,  was  a  carpen- 
ter by  trade. 

Our  subject's  early  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
land.  The  parents  being  in  straitened 
circumstances  the  children  early  became  de- 
pendent upon  their  own  resources  for  a  li\'e- 
lihood,  and  he  worked  with  his  father  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  also  at  farm  lalxjr 
until  his  emigration  to  America  in  1870. 
On  landing  on  the  shores  of  this  country, 
he  proceeded  at  once  to  Henry  county.  Illi- 
nois, his  destination  being  Bishop  Hill, 

After  working  as  a  farm  hand  for  three 
years  Mr,  Arnquist  commenced  clerking  in 
the  general  store  of  Linbeck  6c  Jacobson, 
where  he  gained  his  first  knowledge  of 
mercantile  pursuits.  In  the  fall  of  1877  he 
bought  a  lot,  and  erected  thereon  a  build- 
ing, in  which  he  placed  a  small  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise.  From  the  beginning  his 
trade  steadily  increased  and  he  soon  btult 
up  a  good,  extensive  business.  A  few  years 
after  opening  his  store  he  bought  the  general 
mercantile  establishment  of  A.  Barlow, 
which  he  consolidated  with  his  own.  and 
has  since  conducted  business  as  a  dealer  in 
general  merchandise,  furniture  and  under- 
takers' supplies,  carrying  a  stock  valued  at 
eight  thousand  dollars.  In  addition  to  his 
business  property  and  pleasant  home  in 
Bishop  Hill  he  owns  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  in  W'eller  and  Galva  town- 
ships, all  under  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved.    This  he  now  rents. 


In  1873  -^'^i'-  Arnquist  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ]\Iiss  Anna  E,  Berg,  who  was 
also  born  in  Sweden  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try the  same  }-ear  as  her  husband.  They 
liave  become  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Bennett,  who  when  quite  young 
commenced  learning  the  mercantile  business 
with  his  father,  and  is  now  the  efficient 
manager  of  the  store;  Almeda,  who  is  a 
normal  g'raduate  and  is  now  successfully 
teaching  school  in  Bishop  Hill ;  Emma,  de- 
ceased ;  Andy,  who  is  with  his  brother  in 
the  store:  and  Blanche.  All  of  the  children 
reside  at  home,  and  the  sons  are  now  success- 
fully conducting  the  store  for  their  father. 
The}-  are  wide-awake  and  energetic  young 
men  of  good  business  and  executive  ability. 

Politically  Mr.  Arnquist  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  trustee  of  the  township  schools.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  town  board  for 
many  years,  and  was  president  of  the  same 
for  some  time.  He  is  a  supporter  of  all 
church  work,  and  a  prominent  member  of 
\\'eller  lodge.  A,  O.  U.  \\"„  the  Select 
Knights  of  America  and  the  Home  Forum. 
He  has  been  a  trustee  of  all  of  these,  antl 
financier  of  the  first  named  order.  He  has 
made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  through 
life,  and  although  he  came  to  this  country 
in  limited  circumstances  he  is  now  one  of 
the  substantial  and  well-to-do  citizens  of 
his  community  and  his  success  is  due  to  his 
own   well-directed   and   energetic   efforts. 


JOHN  HEXDERSOX, 

This  well-to-do  agriculturist  of  section 
15,  Oxford  townshi[),  is  a  typical  self-made 
man.      Placing"  his   reliance   upon    industry 
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and  perseverance,  he  has  made  tlic  most  of 
circumstances,  lio\ve\er  discouraging,  and 
has  won  liis  way  to  a  substantial  success, 
his  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  adjoining  tlie  corporate  Hmits  of  Alpha 
being  a  tangible  evidence  of  prosperity. 

Mr.  Henderson  was  born  on  the  9th  of 
September,  183 1,  in  Indiana  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  is  a  son  of  Brice  and  Anna 
(Thomas)  Henderson,  also  natives  of  that 
state.  The  father  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Indiana  county  and  there  grew  to 
manhood  and  married.  He  died  about  1836, 
and  his  wife,  who  long  survived  him,  passed 
away  in  Indiana  county  about  1873.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  three  of 
whom  reached  years  of  maturity,  but  only 
our  subject  is  now  living.  The  children  were 
small  when  the  father  died,  being  left  for 
the  mother  to  rear,  and  most  faithfully  did 
she  discharge  that  arduous  duty. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  suliject 
were  spent  upon  a  farm  and  he  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county. 
When  a  young  man  he  came  to  Henry  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  after 
working  b}'  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  for 
three  or  four  years  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  partially  broken  land,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  located  upon  his  farm  in 
1861,  and  to  its  further  development  has 
since  given  his  time  and  attention  with  most 
gratifying  results.  He  has  added  to  the 
original  purchase  until  he  now  has  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  on  which  he  has  made 
many  substantial  improvements,  so  that  he 
now  has  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  de- 
sirable farms  of  its  size  in  the  county.  He 
also  owns  one  half-section  in  Barton  county, 
Kansas,  and  also  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Pawnee  county,  Nebraska.       In  connec- 


tion with  general  farming  he  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  stock  raising. 

January  10,  1861,  Mr.  Henderson  was 
married  in  this  county  to  Miss  Eliza  Cox, 
who  was  born  in  Indiana  but  reared  in  Illi- 
nois. She  is  a  sister  of  J.  P.- Cox,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henderson  have  become  the 
parents  of  five  children,  namely :  Frank,  who 
is  married  and  follows  farming  in  Pawnee 
county,  Nebraska;  Anna,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years;  William,  who  assists 
in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm;  Jennie, 
wife  of  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  of  Oxford  town- 
shij) ;  and  Fannie,  at  home. 

Mr.  Irlenderson  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  \\'infield  Scott,  the  Whig  candi- 
date of  1852,  and  has  been  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  since  its  organization 
in  1856.  He  has  never  sought  political 
honors,  but  being  a  warm  friend  of  our  pub- 
lic-school system  he  faithfully  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  some  years'. 
His  support  is  given  to  all  enterprises  which 
he  believes  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
benefit,  and  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  valu- 
al)le  citizens  of  this  community. 


CHARLES  H.  RUGH. 

Charles  H.  Rugh,  who  resides  on  section 
20,  Colona  township,  owns  and  operates  a 
fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  forty-two 
and  a  half  acres,  whose  neat  and  thrifty  ap- 
pearance well  indicates  his  careful  super- 
vision. Substantial  improvements  are  sur- 
rounded by  well  tilled  fields,  and  all  the  ac- 
cessories and  conveniences  of  a  model  farm 
are  there  found.  His  place  is  known  as  the 
old  Glenn  homestead. 
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Mr.  Kugh  is  one  of  Illinois'  native  sons, 
for  he  was  liorn  in  Rock  Island  county,  Feb- 
ruary _'5,  1844.  His  father.  Henry  Rugh, 
was  l:)orn  near  Blairstown,  Indiana  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  iiSio.  and  was  still  a  young 
man  when,  in  iSt,J.  he  left  that  state  and 
removed  to  Rock  Island.  Illinois,  wdiere  as 
a  mechanic  he  followed  the  cabinet  maker's 
trade  until  1849.  Gold  being  discovered 
in  California  that  year,  he  went  to  the  Pa- 
cific slope  and  spent  several  years  there,  be- 
ing moderately  successful  in  his  mining 
operations.  In  1867  he  returned  to  Illinois, 
but  in  the  spring  of  1869  again  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, though  he  spent  his  last  days  with  our 
subject  in  ^Missouri,  where  he  died  in  1876. 
His  wife,  who  l)ore  the  maiden  name  of 
Marv  A.  Spiers,  departed  this  life  in  1847. 

Charles  H.  Rugh,  wdiose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch,  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  with  James  Glenn  and  one  of  his  sons, 
assisting  in  carrying  on  the  farm  and  at- 
tending the  local  schools  for  a  few  months 
during  the  winter  season.  In  1868  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  ^Nliss  Sarah  Eliza 
(ilenn.  a  daughter  of  James  Glenn,  who  was 
<!ne  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Henry  coun- 
ty, having  located  here  in  May,  1835.  He 
was  born  on  one  of  Henry  Clay's  farms  in 
Kentucky,  July  18.  181 1.  and  was  reared 
in  that  state.  On  coming  to  Henry  county, 
Illinois,  he  opened  up  and  improved  the  farm 
now  owned  by  ]Mr.  Rugh.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  the  parents  of  three  sons,  name- 
ly ;  Frank  G..  who  is  married  and  now  en- 
gaged in  the  telephi.ine  business  in  Kewanee, 
Illinois:  Harry,  who  is  married  and  is  an 
electrician  and  telegrapher  of  Sandwich, 
Illinois;  and  James,  who  holds  a  business 
])osition  in  Rock  Island. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rugh  engaged 
ir.  farming  in  this  county  for  one  year,  and 


then   removed   to   Butte   county.   California, 
where  he   followed  gold   mining   with   fair      . 
success  for  a  short  time.     In   1873  he  re-     1 
turned  to   Henry  county,   Illinois,   and   re-      ' 
sumed  farming,  but  two  years  later  removed 
to  Holt  county,   ^Missouri,  where    he    pur- 
chased  o\"er   four   hundred   acres    of    land, 
which  he  improxecl  and  farmed  successfully 
for  nine  years.     He  went  to  Dakota  in  1882,      > 
but  seven  years  later  we  again  find  him  in-     J 
^Missouri,   where  he  spent  one  winter.      In 
1890  he  returned  to  this  county,  and  pur- 
chased the  old  Glenn  homestead,  on  whicli 
he  has  since  engaged  in  general  farming  and     | 
stock  raising  with  marked  success. 

On  attaining  his  majority  ^Ir.  Rugh 
supported  General  U.  S.  Grant  for  the  presi- 
dency in  1868.  and  the  Republican  party  ha.s 
since  foinul  in  him  a  stahvart  advocate  of 
its  principles.  He  has  never  aspired  to  ofifice, 
preferring  rather  to  give  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  his  business  interests.  He  is  ener- 
getic, progressive  and  enterprising  and  to 
these  characteristics  may  be  attributed  his 
success  in  life. 


JACOB    LIEVEXS. 

Ann  mg  the  prosperous  farmers  of  At- 
kinson township,  Jacob  Lievens  occupies  an 
enviable  position.  Since  coming  to  the  new- 
world  he  has  through  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts steadily  prospered  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  well  impro\-ed  and  \-alual)le  farm 
of  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on 
section  21.  and  two  hundred  and  forty  on 
section  3.  His  early  home  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  for  he  was  born  in 
Belgium,  February  2/,  1843,  and  was  there 
reared  upon  a  farm,  receiving  a  good  com- 
mon school  education  in  his  native  tongue. 
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hut  his  knowledge  of  the  Enghsh  language 
has  all  been  acf[uired  since  coming  to 
America. 

In  1872  Mr.  Lievens  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Rosalie  \'andevort,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  neighborhood  as  her  husband, 
and  as  a  wedding  journey  the  j'oung  couple 
came  to  this  country.  From  New  York 
they  proceeded  at  once  to  Illinois,  their 
destination  l>eing  Henry  county.  Locating 
in  Atkinson  township,  Mr.  Lievens  first 
Avorked  as  a  farm  hand  for  nine  months, 
and  then  rented  a  farm  which  he  operated 
for  about  three  years.  In  1875  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  a  little  house 
had  been  Iniilt.  but  there  was  not  a  tree  or 
fence  upon  the  place.  In  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  his  land  he  met  with  marked 
success,  and  as  time  advanced  he  has  added 
to  his  property  until  he  now  has  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  supplied  with  all  the  con- 
Aeniences  and  accessories  found  upon  model 
farms  of  the  twentieth  century.  His  first 
home  here  has  long  been  replaced  by  a 
large  and  more  substantial  residence,  and 
everything  about  the  farm  indicates  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  who  is 
accounted  one  of  the  most  skillful  farmers  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Lievens  have  become  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  namely  Jacob,  Jr., 
who  is  married  and  follows  farming  on  sec- 
tion 3.  Atkinson  township;  Henry  and  John, 
who  are  both  married  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing near  their  father:  Peter,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  on  the  home  farm :  Charles. 
I^Iary,  Edward,  Louisa,  Frank  and  Emma, 
all  at  home.  The  family  are  communicants 
of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Atkinson,  and  ]\Ir. 
Lievens  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics, 
but  has  never  cared  for  political  preferment. 


He  is.  however,  c)ne  of  the  leading  and  prom- 
inent citizens  of  his  community  and  well 
qualified  to  fill  any  position  to  wliich  he 
might  be  elected. 


JOSEPH  FRANK  CON. 

As  a  furniture  dealer  and  undertaker 
this  gentleman  has  become  an  important 
factor  in  the  business  circles  of  Alpha,  and 
as  a  public-spirited  citizen  is  thoroughly  in- 
terested in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the 
moral,  social  or  material  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. A  native  of  Illinois,  he  was  born 
in  Rock  Island  county.  January  16,  1840, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Juliette  (Will- 
iamson) Cox,  both  natives  of  Indiana,  of 
which  state  the  grandfather,  Joseph  Cox, 
was  an  early  settler.  The  father  was  born 
in  1807,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1835,  be- 
coming one  of  the  pioneers  of  Rock  Island 
county.  He  opened  up  a  farm  in  Hampton 
township,  where  he  made  his  Imnie  until 
1848,  when  he  removed  to  Mercer  county, 
this  state,  and  two  years  later  came  to  Henry 
county,  settling  in  what  is  now  known  as 
Oxford  township.  From  a  tract  of  wild 
land  he  developed  a  good  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  near  Alpha,  and  al^o 
owned  other  property,  being  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  of  his  community.  He 
died  upon  his  farm  in  Oxford  township, 
r^larch  2.  1869.  and  his  wife,  who  survived 
him  for  some  years,  passed  away  in  Januarv, 
1888. 

Amid  pioneer  scenes  Frank  Cox  grew  to 
manhood,  his  time  being  passed  in  attending 
the  district  schools  for  about  three  months 
during  the  winter,  and  in  working  upon  the 
farm  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.     At 
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the  inauguration  of  tlie  Ci\-il  war  he  joined 
the  hoys  in  l^lue,  enhsting  August  3.  i86r, 
in  the  Fourth  Ilhnois  Cavalry,  which  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Henry, 
Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh  and  Franklin,  after 
which  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever 
and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Keokuk,  Iowa. 
After  his  recovery  he  was  placed  i^ji  de- 
tached duty  as  clerk  in  the  i)ffice  of  the 
general  hospital  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  for  a 
time  served  as  ward  master.  When  his  term 
of  enlistment  expired  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  October,  1864,  and  returned  to 
his  home  in  this  county. 

Here  Air.  Cox  was  married,  December 
6,  1864.  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  !Miss 
Jane  W.  Sutton,  who  was  l)orn  in  Canada, 
but  was  reared  in  \\"isconsin  and  Illinois. 
Her  father,  William  B.  Sutton,  died  in  the 
Badger  state,  after  which  her  mother  mar- 
ried R.  ]\I.  \\'ilber  and  removed  to  Illinois, 
making  her  home  for  a  time  in  Warren 
county,  and  later  in  Henry  count}-.  Air.  and 
Mrs.  Cox  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Minnie,  a  professional  trained 
nurse ;  Elmer,  who  is  married  and  lives  on 
a  farm  in  Nebraska;  Clinton  C,  who  is 
married  and  engaged  in  the  grain  and  coal 
business  in  Alpha;  Walter,  also  a  business 
man  of  that  place;  Daisy  and  Treva,  both  at 
home;  Lyle,  who  is  attending  the  Alpha 
schu.  il;  and  Carlton,  the  second  born,  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years. 

.\fter  his  marriage  Mr.  Cox  located  on 
a  fru-m  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Alpha,  where 
lie  owns  (ine  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and 
to  its  improvement  and  cidti\ati()n  devoted 
his  energies  until  1890,  when  he  rented  the 
place  and  renun-ed  to  ^\lpha.  Here  he 
(opened  a  furniture  store  and  two  years  later 
added   to   it  an  undertaking  business:     He 


carries  a  well  assorted  stock,  and  by  fair  and      ■, 
honorable  dealing  has  built  up  an  excellent 
trade,  which  is  constantly  increasing. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Cox 
has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  ] 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  1864  and  for  every  nominee 
(if  the  party  since  that  time.  He  has  taken 
cpiite  an  acti\'e  part  in  local  politics:  has 
been  a  delegate  tn  county,  state  and  con- 
gressional con\-entions ;  and  has  been  hon- 
ored with  a  number  of  official  positions  of 
trust  and  resixinsibility,  having  served  as 
collector,  road  commissioner,  township  clerk 
and  supervisor.  He  was  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  county  board  for  twelve  years; 
was  chairman  of  the  equalization  committee 
some  years :  and  a  member  of  other  im- 
portant committees.  He  proved  a  very  com- 
petent and  faithful  officer.  He  is  also  an 
official  member  and  trustee  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Alpha,  and  holds  mem- 
bership in  Oxford  Lodge,  No.  367,  F.  &  A. 
AI. :  Horeb  Chapter,  at  Rio,  No.  4,  R.  A.  M. ; 
and  Sherman  Post,  No.  479,  G.  A.  R.,  o£ 

WCHHlhull. 


WILLIAAI  A.  AIUSSEY. 

Among  the  representati\-e  business  men 
of  Atkinson  is  William  _\.  Alussey,  the 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Alussey 
Brothers,  dealers  in  grain  and  coal  at  that 
place.  A  native  of  Vermont,  he  was  born 
al  Rutland,  June  22,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Sabra  Amanda  ( Lawrence) 
Alussey.  He  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  that  locality,  which  he  attended 
until  eighteen  years  of  age.  and  upon  his 
father's  farm  early  acquired  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1862,  during  the 
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(lark  days  of  tlie  Rebellion.  Mr.  ^Nlussey  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  Twelfth  \'ermont  In- 
fantry, under  Colonel  A.  P.  Blunt,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at 
Brattleboro,  about  the  ist  of  Septeml^er. 
The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  and.  was  stationed  near  Wash- 
ington to  defend  that  city  most  of  the  time, 
though  it  took  part  in  the  battles  of  (lettys- 
huvg.  For  o\er  h\'e  months  Mr.  Mussey 
was  confined  to  the  huspital,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  with  his  regiment  at  Brattleboro, 
\'ermont,  July  16,   1863. 

iveturning  home  he  resumed  fanuing 
upon  his  father's  place  and  remaineil  under 
the  parental  roof  until  the  fall  of  1868.  when 
he  remo\ed  to  Heiu-y  county,  Illinois.  The 
pre\'ii)us  winter  he  had  visited  this  county, 
and  on  the  31st  of  March,  1868,  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  2\Iiss  Louisa  Xowers,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Xowers,  whose  sketch 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  By 
this  union  have  been  born  two  children, 
namely :  Clara  Foster  is  now  the  wife  of  H. 
P.  Hinckley,  who  is  cinmected  with  Armour 
&  Company  at  .Mlegheny,  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Gertrude  Abbie.  Harry 
R.  is  a  graduate  of  Beloit  College,  and  is 
now  principal  of  the  Port  Byron  Academy. 
As  previously  stated  Mr.  Mussey  re- 
moved to  this  county  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and 
for  several  years  was  successfully  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  his  farm  adjoining 
the  corporate  limits  of  Atkinson,  in  which 
village  he  made  his  home.  For  two  years 
he  was  a  silent  partner  of  his  brother  in  the 
grain  and  coal  business  at  that  place,  and 
in  1885  became  actively  associated  with  him 
in  the  management  of  that  enterprise  under 
the  firm  name  of  Mussey  Brothers.  He  is  a 
wide-awake  and  pn)gressi\-e  business  man, 
and  has  met  with  well-deser\ed  success. 


Both  !Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  iMussey  are  active 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
he  is  also  a  charter  member  of  Atkinson 
Camp,  M.  W.  A.,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
venerable  consul.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Ixiard  of  trustees  of  the  village 
and  justice  of  the  peace  one  term. 


\\tllia:m  papexdick. 

This  well-known  and  successful  fanuer 
and  stock  raiser  residing  on  section  24, 
Lnraine  township,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Ger- 
many, on  the  29th  of  July,  1859,  and  is  a 
son  of  Louis  and  Sophia  (Greenwood) 
Papendick,  also  natives  of  the  fatherland, 
the  former  born  in  Schwerin,  the  latter 
near  Berlin.  In  1863  Louis  Papendick 
brought  his  family  to  America,  and  on  land- 
ing in  Xew  York  proceeded  at  once  to  Mor- 
rison, Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  cabinet  making  for  a  short 
time.  He  subsec|uently  made  his  hoiue  in 
Prophetstown  for  three  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  period  came  to  Henry  county,  and 
purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Loraine  township,  upon  which  he 
resided  until  called  to  his  final  rest  Janu- 
ary 31,  1879.  His  wife  survi\-ed  him  for  a 
few  years  and  passed  away  September  30, 
1887.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being  Carrie,  wife  of  John  Jaquet,  of 
Loraine  township;  William,  our  subject; 
and  Otis,  who  married  Anna  \\'alzer  and  is 
engaged  in  fanuing  in  Rock  count}-.  iMinne- 
sota. 

\\'illiam  Papendick  was  only  three  years 
old  when  brought  bv  his  parents  to  this  conn- 
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try,  and  he  is  imlelited  to  the  district  schools 
of  Whiteside  and  Henry  counties  for  his  ed- 
cational  pri\'ileg'es.  During  his  boyhood  and 
yf)uth  he  remained  at  home  and  did  his  share 
of  the  farm  work,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
father  lie  and  his  brother  Otis  took  control 
of  the  place,  which  they  operated  in  partner- 
sliip  until  1888.  when  our  subject  purchased, 
his  brother's  interest.  He  has  a  fine  farm 
<jf  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  as  a  tiller  of 
the  .soil  and  stock  raiser  is  meeting  with  ex- 
cellent success'. 

On  the  3d  of  March.  iS86.  was  celebrat- 
ed the  marriage  of  Mr.  Papendick  and  Miss 
Lizzie  Kreps,  and  three  children  bless  their 
union,  namely:  Julia  Beatrice,  born  April 
26,  1887:  Hattie  born  Fel)ruary  22.  1889; 
and  Louis,  born  February  26,  1891.  All  are 
now  in  school.  Mrs.  Papendick  is  a  nati\-e 
of  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter 
of  Christian  and  Annie  (Chaplar)  Kreps. 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Switzerland,  where  the  father  followed  the 
cari)enter"s  trade  until  their  emigration  to 
America  in  1850.  They  first  located  in  Bu- 
reau county,  Illinois,  but  later  came  to  Henrv 
county,  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Lo- 
raine  township,  where  the  father  died  in 
1865.  the  mother  in  1885.  Of  their  ten  chil- 
dren nine  are  still  living,  namelv :  Anna> 
widow  of  George  Liverknecht  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Geneseo;  ]\rary,  wife  of  Charles 
Walzer,  of  Loraine  township;  Christian,  a 
resident  of  Chatfield,  Fillmore  county,  Min- 
nesota: John,  who  was  txirmerly  a  resident 
of  California,  but  is  now  engaged  in  gold 
mining  at  Cape  Nome.  Alaska;  Caroline, 
wife  of  John  Neiswenger  of  Geneseo;  Fred, 
of  Rock  county,  Minnesota:  Lizzie,  wife  of 
oui-  subject:   Llias.    a    merchant    of    Rock 


Rapids,   Iowa :  and   Emeline.  a  resident  of 
Geneseo. 

^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Papendick  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  he  is  also 
connected  with  Hoop  Pole  Camp,  No.  126, 
M.  \\.  A.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  prominently  identi- 
fied with  jniblic  aft'airs  in  his  community. 
For  eight  years  he  has  creditably  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  also  been 
school  director  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
is  one  of  the  union  special  drainage  commis- 
sioners, which  has  reclaimed  fourteen  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  his  part  of  the  coun- 
ty, their  main  ditch  being  eight  miles  in 
length.  He  is  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  community 
and  is  widelv  and   favorablv  known. 


IRA  E.  KELSEY. 

Ira  E.  Kelsey.  an  active  and  energetic 
farmer,  who  carries  on  his  chosen  occupation 
on  section  16,  Annawan  township,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  his  Iiirth  having  oc+ 
curred  in  Kensington,  March  18,  1850. 
His  father,  Erastus  Kelsey,  was  born  in 
Portland,  Connecticut.  January  10,  1821, 
and  belonged  to  an  old  Xew  England  family. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Fanny  \\'a_\-,  who  died  in  Annawan  town- 
ship, this  county.  ]\Iarch  22,  1869,  leaving 
three  children,  of  whom  our  subjfect  is  the 
oldest.  William  E.,  born  July  2,  1853,  died 
ii:  Annawan,  in  April,  1888.  IMary  Eliza- 
beth, born  June  10,  1868,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Richard  Arkland.  of  Calhoun  countv. 
Iowa.     For  his  second  wife  the  father  mar- 
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Tied  Joliannali  Burgess,  of  Somerset  county, 
Maine,  who  died  August  10.  1895.  while 
his  deatli  occurred  Marcli  26.  1896.  The 
family  came  to  Illinois  in  1856  and  first 
located  in  Bureau  county,  but  the  following 
spring  came  to  Henry  county,  the  father 
purchasing  one  hundred  and  six  and  two- 
thirds  acres  of  land  on  section  16,  .\nnawan 
township,  at  twenty-six  dollars  per  acre. 
Throughout  his  active  business  life  he  fol- 
lowed farming,  and  preferring  to  devote  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  that  occupation 
he  would  never  accept  public  ofhce. 

Ira  E.  Kelsey  received  his  education  in 
the  district  school  near  his  boyhood  home, 
and  obtained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  upon  his  father's  farm. 
On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  in  1870.  he 
went  to  the  western  frontier,  and  spent  three 
years  in  Kansas  and  Xel)raska  among  thr« 
Indians,  with  whom  he  was  on  quite  familiar 
terms,  often  camping  out  with  them.  On  his 
return  home  in  1873,  his  father  retired 
from  active  labor  and  he  succeeded  to  the 
management  of  the  farm,  and  has  since  su':- 
■cessfully  engaged  in  its  operation.  He  ha:^ 
never  cared  to  enter  politics,  though  he 
takes  a  deep  and  commentlable  interest  la 
public  affairs.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  the  Royal  Neighbors,  and  his  wife  aisr) 
belongs  to  the  latter  order. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1870,  IMr.  Kelsey 
-was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances 
M.  Boss,  a  native  of  Rochester,  ew  York, 
whii  died  October  2.  1881.  He  was  again 
married  October  14,  1882,  his  second  union 
being  with  ;\Iiss  Augusta  Koch,  of  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  who  was  born  in  New  York. 
August  26,  1853,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Carl 
and  Ernestina  (Edler)  Koch,  both  natives 
of  Germany.     On  coming  to   America,   in 


1850,  her  parents  located  in  New  Yoik, 
where  thev  made  their  home  until  'Sirs. 
Kelsey  was  three  years  old,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Davenport,  Iowa.  The  father,  who 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  died  April  4,  1897, 
and  the  mother  departed  this  life  'August 
6,  1887.  Of  their  three  children  Carl  died 
in  childhood.  Augusta  is  next  in  order  of 
l)u-th  :  and  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  John  Cole, 
of  Davenport,  Iowa.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage Mr.  Kelsey  has  had  five  children, 
namely:  Edna  L..  born  March  10,  1884.  is 
attending  school;  Arthur  C,  born  October 
26,  1885,  died  February  4,  1887;  Laura 
May.  born  December  16,  1887,  is  also  in 
school;  Florence  F.,,bom  August  26.  1890; 
and  Leroy  Oscar,  born  July  4,  1893,  ^^^ 
also  pursuing  their  studies  in  the  local 
schools  and  reside  at  home. 


R.  W.  MILAR. 


b'or  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  R. 
W.  ^lilar  has  been  engaged  in  the  fire  in- 
surance business  in  Atkinson.  th(jugh  he  is 
now  ])ractically  living  a  retired  life,  enjoying 
a  well-earned  rest.  He  was  born  in  Somer- 
set county,  Pennsylvania,  July  29,  1824, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Isabel  (Fulton) 
Milar,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, respectively.  Born  of  [hmv  parents  the  fa- 
ther was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at 
an  earlv  age  and  learned  the  lilacksmith's 
trade  in  Baltimore.  When  a  young  man  he 
went  to  Pennsylvania,  w  here  he  married  and 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  his  death, 
v.hich  occurred  when  i>ur  suliject  was  a 
small  boy.  He  left  a  widow  and  six  children, 
namelv :  Samuel,  deceased;  Eli.  a  retired 
farmer  of  Tuscarawas  county,   Ohio,   now 
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eighty  years  of  age:  ^Micliael,  wlio  died  in 
]\IisS(juri:  R.  \\'.,  our  su1.)ject;  Joiiii  A.,  de- 
ceased :  and  ]\Iary  Ann.  wlio  is  li\iiig  on  a 
farm  in  Tuscarawas  county.  Oliio.  There 
the  niDtlier  died  at  the  age  of  seventv-six 
years,  having  ne\-er  married  again. 

R.  \\'.  ;\Iilar  hegan  his  education  in  tlie 
schools  of  Pennsylvania,  but  his  ad\-antages 
along  that  line  were  limited,  and  he  never  at 
tended  schonl  mure  than  a  vear.  At  the  age 
of  twelve  years  he  accompanied  the  family 
on  their  removal  to  Tuscara\\as  countv. 
Ohio,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  f(-)ur 
>ears.  and  then  commenced  learning  the 
miller's  trade,  to  which  he  devoted  his  en- 
ergies for  four  years,  but  was  forced  to  give 
up  that  occupation  as  he  found  it  injurious 
to  his  health.  He  next  took  up  the  trade 
of  carpenter,  which  he  followed  many  vears. 

On  the  6th  ,_.f  July.  1849,  'Mv.  Milar 
married  Miss  Rebecca  Knisley.  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  B.  Knisley, 
vho  was  a  carpenter  Xof  ew  Philadelphia, 
Ohio,  where  Air.  [Nlilar  made  his  home  un- 
til 1855.  In  that  year,  accompanied  by  his 
■wife  and  three  children,  he  came  west  and 
located  in  Geneseo  county.  Illinois,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  short  time, 
and  the  folowing  year  he  came  to  Atkinson, 
which  at  that  time  had  just  been  laid  out. 
He  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  first 
building  erected  here,  and  for  many  years 
built  tiie  greater  portion  of  its  business 
bouses  and  i^rivate  residences.  In  1877  he 
became  interested  in  the  fire  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  now  represents  the  following 
companies:  the  Hartford,  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut :  the  Si)ringfield,  of  Springfield, 
Alassacliusctts:  the  I'licL-nix.  of  Brooklyn; 
the  Phitnix.  of  Hartford:  the  Fire  As.socia- 
tion,  of  Philadelphia:  and  the  Insm-ance 
Company  (if  Xorth  .\merica.     He  has  been 


engaged  in  this  business  longer  than  any 
other  man  in  this  section  of  the  state.  Al- 
though he  started  out  in  life  empty-handed 
he  has  acquired  some  property,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
two  miles  north  of  Atkinson,  which  is  suc- 
cessfully operated  under  his  supervision. 

Mrs.  ]\Iilar.  who  was  a  consistent  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  died  in  November.  189J.  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oak- 
\\dod  cemetery.  Geneseo.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children,  namely :  Theodore, 
a  carpenter  of  Atkinson,  married  Eliza  Ruth 
Storm  and  they  have  one  child.  Storm ;  Leroy 
married  Clara  Guesbecker,  and  died  in  At- 
kinson, November  28,  1898,  at  the  age  of 
flirty- four  years,  leaving  one  child.  Robert; 
J.  Knisley  married  Anna  Green  and  died  in 
Atkinson,  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
}ears :  and  Clara  is  the  wife  of  R.  E.  Bailey, 
a  painter,  decorator  and  paper  hanger,  and 
they  live  with  our  subject.  They  had  a 
daughter,  who  died  in  infancy. 

]\lr.  Alilar  was  made  a  Mason  at  .Vnna- 
wan.  in  1867,  and  still  holds  membership  in 
Anna  wan  Lodge,  No.  433.  which  has  been 
mo\-ed  to  Atkinson.  He  served  as  worship- 
ful master  of  the  same  for  six  years,  and  has 
represented  the  lodge  in  the  grand  lodge  of 
the  state.  He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
in  184S  for  John  P.  Hale,  the  Freesoil  can- 
didate, and  since  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  has  been  one  of  its  stanch 
supporters.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  many 
conventions,  and  has  lieen  honored  with  po- 
litical positions,  having  served  as  constable 
seventeen  years:  justice  of  the  peace  twenty 
years  and  school  direct(jr  many  years,  and 
deputy  sheriff  of  Henry  count)-  four  }-earSi 
discharging  the  various  duties  of  these  posi- 
tions with  fidelity  and  aliilitv. 
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FESTUS  C.  COLE. 

The  natural  advantages  of  this  section 
of  tile  state  attracted  at  an  early  day  a  su- 
perior class  of  settlers,  thrifty,  industrious, 
progressive  and  law-abiding,  whose  inlln- 
ence  has  given  permanent  direction  to  the 
development  of  the  locality.  Among  the 
worthy  pioneers  of  Henry  county  Festus  C. 
Cole  holds  a  prominent  place.  Since  June, 
1N39  lie  has  made  his  home  here,  and  now 
owns  and  o])erates  a  valual)le  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  28,  Ox- 
ford township,  one  mile  south  of  Alpha. 

Mr.  Cole  was  born  near  Sherburne,  in 
[Madison  county,  New  York,  December  22, 
1833,  a  son  of  Amos  and  Augusta  (Briggs) 
Cole.  His  father  was  born  in  the  same  state 
in  1806,  and  tliere  made  his  home  until  com- 
ing west  in  i83().  Settling  in  Henry  county, 
he  Iniilt  the  fourth  house  in  O.xford  town- 
sliip  and  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  county,  his  patrons'  coming  as 
far  as  forty  miles  to  have  work  done.  He 
continued  to  carry  on  blacksmithing  for  fif- 
teen years,  and  then  devoted  his  entire  time 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  had  entered 
some  land  from  the  government  and  also 
purchased  some,  and  opened  up  the  farm 
u])on  which  our  subject  now  resides,  it  be- 
ing his  place  of  residence  for  many  years. 
He  died  at  the  home  of  a  daughter  in  Aledo, 
Illinois,  in  February,  1897,  while  his  wife 
departed  this  life  in  1876. 

Festus  C.  Cole  was  only  five  years  of 
age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  this 
county,  and  in  Oxford  township  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  }'outh  were  passed.  He 
aided  his  father  in  the  shop  and  on  the 
farm,  and  also  worked  for  neighboring 
farmers  for  some  years.  He  succeeded  to 
the  old  homestead,  and  b)'  purchase  added  to 


it  from  time  to  time  until  he  had  five  hun- 
dred acres,  but  with  the  exception  of  the 
original  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
he  has  dix'ided  the  property  among  his  chil- 
dren. 

In  i860,  in  this  county,  Mr.  Cole  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Taze,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  came  to  Illinois  when  a  young 
lady.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  engaged 
in  teaching  school  in  Henry  county.  ^Ir. 
Cole  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  estimable  wife,  who  died  January  i, 
1898,  leaving  two  children:  \\'illiam,  who 
now  operates  the  home  farm,  married  Mar- 
tha Stitt  and  has  four  children,  May,  Clinton, 
Erma  and  Robert ;  and  Edith  is  the  wife  of 
Otis  Timberlake,  a  farmer  of  Oxford  town- 
ship, and  they  have  three  children,  Lyle, 
?dyrtle  and  ^Minnie.  [Mr.  and  [Mrs.  Cole 
lost  two  children :  Cynthia,  wIkj  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years;  and  LeRoy,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three. 

In  his.  political  views  Mr.  Cole  is  a  Jef- 
fersonian  Democrat  and  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  James  Buchanan  in  1856. 
but  at  local  elections  he  votes  independent 
of  party  lines,  supporting  the  men  Avhom  he 
believes  best  qualified  to  fill  the  ofiices.  For 
three  years  he  was  a  memljer  of  the  school 
board,  but  has  never  cared  for  political  hon- 
ors. During  the  long  years  of  his  residence 
in  Henry  county  he  has  watched  with  inter- 
est its  wonderful  development,  .^nd  in  its 
improvement  and  upbuilding  he  has  ever 
borne  his  part.  He  has  become  widely 
known,  and  his  many  excellent  traits  of  char- 
acter have  gained  him  the  high  regard  of  his 
many  friends.  As  an  honored  pioneer  and 
representative  citizen  he  is  certainly  deserv- 
ing of  prominent  mention  in  the  history  of 
his  adopted  county. 
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AMOS  A.  MACKEY. 

Tlie  well-known  and  efficient  liookkeeper 
and  assistant  cashier  ,.f  the  W'.H.dhull  Bank, 
\\as  linrn  in  I'^ranklin  ciiunt\',  ]'enns)-l\ania, 
April  22.  1856.  and  i>  a  snn  of  William 
A.  and  Emily  (Hammond)  ^NJackey,  also 
natives  of  that  county.  The  Mackey  family 
is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  was  founded 
in  the  United  States  during  the  se\'enteenth 
century.  On  reaching  the  new  world  our 
subject's  ancestors  located  in  Lancaster  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania.  As  a  merchant  and  tanner 
his  father  carried  on  l)usiness  at  Spring 
Ri\er,   Pennsyhania,   throughout   life. 

The  suliject  of  this  re\iew  completed 
Iiis  education  ])y  a  course  at  Chambersburg 
Academy,  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  eighteen  }-ears  of  age.  He  began 
his  business  career  in  the  employ  of  a  col- 
lection agency  in  the  oil  regions  of  Penns\l- 
vania,  where  he  spent  one  year.  In  1875  'i^ 
came  to  Illinois  and  after  stopping  for  a 
short  time  in  Galesburg  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Woodhull,  Henry  county,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  For  seven  years 
he  was  in  the  eni])loy  of  a  dry-goods  house  of 
that  iilace.  and  then,  during  President  Gar- 
field's administration,  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Woodhull,  which  jiosition  he 
creditably  filled  for  four  years.  During  the 
following  four  years  he  was  bookkeeper  in 
the  bank,  after  which  he  again  served  as 
postmaster  under  J-'resident  Harrison.  Since 
1882  he  has  maintained  his  connection  with 
the  bank,  and  is  now  serving  as  bookkeeper 
and  assistant  cashier,  hi^  serxices  there  hav- 
ing ahv.-iys  gi\en  the  utni.  isi  satisfaction. 

.\t  Wo.Mlhnll.  .Mr.  Alackey  was  marrie.l, 
I'ebruary  22.  i88.^  to  .Miss  Carrie  L.  Woods, 
who  was  born  in  1 'ennsylvania,  but  was 
reared  in  this  countv,  her  father,  Robert  L. 


\\'oods,  being  one  of  the  old  residents  of 
Wootlhull.  By  this  union  have  lieen  born 
two  children,  Lyle  E.  and  Wayne  \\'. 

In  his  political  \-iews  Mr.  Mackey  is  a 
stalwart  Re])ublican.  and  has  always  taken 
a.n  actix'e  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is  the 
present  ti)wnship  treasurer,  and  for  six 
years  ser\-e(l  as  a  memlier  of  the  school 
Ijoard.  Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Wood- 
hull,  and  he  is  ]jrominently  connected  with 
the  lilne  lodge  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at 
that  place,  of  which  he  is  now  secretary: 
the  chapter  at  Rio;  and  the  ci.immander}-  at 
Galesburg, 


LESTER  COWLES  WELTOX. 

Among  the  early  residents  antl  honored 
citizens  of  Henry  county  was  the  late  Les- 
ter Cowles  Welton,  who  was  born  in  Har- 
winton.  Litchfield  county.  Connecticut, 
-Vpril  JO,  1817.  a  son  of  Xoah  and  Ellen 
(  Cowles  )  Welton.  also  natives  of  that  place. 
He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  en- 
joyed the  advantages  of  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  After  reaching  his 
majority  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  went 
to  \'ermont  to  ]i\"e  with  an  older  sister,  who 
was  a  widow.  ;uid  remained  there  three 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned 
to    Connecticut. 

In  Octol)er.  1845,  ^Ii'-  ^^'elton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  ]Miss  Ora  ]\huhe\vs, 
of  r.ristol.  Coiiecticut,  and  the  following 
s])ring  they  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Peo- 
ri.a  county,  where  he  pre-em|)ted  a  home- 
.siea.l,  ni-.m  which  he  lived  until  1853.  It 
was  in  that  year  that  he  remox'ed  to  Henry 
county,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
si.xty  acres  of  land  at  one  dollar  and  a  quar- 
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ter  per  acre.  Later  he  bouglit  anotlier  quar- 
ter-section, and  as  both  tracts  were  raw- 
prairie  land  when  they  came  into  liis  pos- 
session, he  at  once  turned  his  attention  to 
tlieir  improvement.  Acre  after  acre  was 
liroken  until  at  len^h  the  entire  farm  was 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1876 
he  sold  that  place  and  spent  a  year  in  rest- 
ing, traveling  and  visiting  friends  in  the 
cast.  He  also  spent  some  time  at  the  Cen- 
tennial exposition  in  Philadelphia.  On  his 
returned  to  Henry  county  lie  located  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  assisted  in  organizing  the  First 
National  Bank  at  that  place.  He  was  also 
interested  in  the  First  National  Bank  at 
Geneseo.  In  the  fall  of  1882  Mr.  Wclton 
removed  to  Reno  county,  Kansas,  and  pur- 
chased a  section  of  land  four  miles. west  of 
Hutchinson,  to  which  be  added  from  time 
to  time  until  he  owned  twelve  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  valuable  fanning  land.  He 
also  invested  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Hutchinson,  and  was  one  of  its  directors 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  business  man  whose  ability  and  judge- 
ment was  always  respected,  and  in  all  his 
dealings  was  upright  and  honorable. 

In  his  family  were  four  children,  name- 
ly:  James  M.,  a  resident  of  Geneseo,  Illi- 
nois ;  Ellen,  wife  of  W.  M.  Ringle,  of  Osco, 
Illinois;  Merritt  H.,  of  Wiota,  Iowa:  and 
^Iargaret,wife  of  Chester  O'Neal,  of  Hutch- 
inson, Kansas.  ]\Ir.  Welton  remo\-ed  his 
family  to  Kansas  in  1883.  and  continued 
to  make  his  home  on  his  farm  near  Hutchin- 
son until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  15, 
1896.  His  wife  survived  him  four  years, 
dying  on  the  18th  of  October,  1900.  Both 
were  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  had  many  warm 
friends  in  the  communities  where  tliev  bad 
made  their  home.     Politically  Mr.   Welton 


was  an  active  Republican,  and  was  the  first 
supervisor  of  Osco  township,  this  county, 
being  elected  to  that  office  in  1858.  He  held 
other  minor  offices,  and  always  took  a  deep 
and  commendable  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  community.  He  was  a  kind  neighbor 
and  \'alued  citizen,  and  bis  life  was  one 
which  was  fraught  with  usefulness  and 
crowned  with  success. 


JOHN    JAOUET. 

Numbered  among  the  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists anil  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Loraine  township  is  the  gentleman  whose 
b.ome  is  on  section  14,  Loraine  township. 
He  was  born  in  Cook  county,  Illinois,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Christian 
Jaquet,  a  native  of  Alsace,  Germany,  and  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  The  father  came  to 
America  about  1835  and  located  in  Cook 
cmmty,  Illinois,  where  his  tirst  wife  died, 
leaving  one  child.  Christian,  now  a  resident 
of  Sterling.  Illinois.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married  Elizabeth  IMetzner,  who  was  also 
b(.)rn  in  German}-  and  when  a  young  g-irl 
came  alone  to  the  L'nited  States.  By  this- 
union  four  children  were  born:  Fred,  de- 
ceased: John,  our  subject:  'Slavy,  wife  of 
Adam  Wierlmld,  of  Vorktown  township, 
this  county:  and  Henry,  a  resident  of  Bureau 
county,  Illinois.  About  i860  the  father  re- 
moved to  Henry  county  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Yorktow-n  township, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death 
in  1864.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years, 
dying  in  February,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-nine. 

As  soon  as  he  attained  a  sufficient  age 
John  Jaquet  entered  the  district  schools  of 


576 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Ci".)k  count}",  \\here  he  pursued  his  studies 
until  twelve  years  old,  when  he  accompanied 
the  family  on  their  removal  to  this  count}', 
completing  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Yorktown  tn^nship.  He  began  life  for  him- 
self as  a  farm  hand  in  the  employ  of  Jake 
Shuler,  of  that  township,  receiving  seven 
dollars  per  month  in  compensation  for  his 
services.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  worked 
two  months  for  his  half-brother,  Christian, 
who  was  engaged  in  farming  'in  Loraine 
township,  and  the  following  spring  com- 
menced learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  to 
\\hich  he  devoted  his  energies  for  three 
years.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  went  to 
Boone  county,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  that 
occupation  three  months,  but  on  his  return 
to  this  county  resumed  farming,  being  em- 
2Dloyed  by  the  month  for  three  years.  The 
following  year  he  rented  the  John  Rapp 
farm  in  Yorktown  township,  but  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  returned  to  his  old  employer, 
Irwin  Shelton,  with  whom  he  remained  an- 
other year. 

]\Ir.  Jaquet  was  married  February  26, 
1874,  to  Miss  Carrie  Papendick,  a  daughter 
of  Louis  and  Sophia  (Greenwood)  Papen- 
dick, of  whom  more  extended  mention  is 
made  in  the  sketch  of  William  Papendick 
on  another  page  of  this  volume.  To  them 
have  been  born  ten  children,  namely:  Will- 
iam, deceased;  Cecelia,  now  the  wife  of 
James  Pray,  of  Rock  Island;  Albert,  de- 
ceased; Cora,  wife  of  Edward  Oberle,  of 
Loraine  township,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children.  John  and  Edna;  Nellie,  at  home; 
and  Lillie,  Ralph,  John,  Howard  and  Inez, 
all  in  school. 

For  four  years  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Jaquet  rented  the  home  place  in  Yorktown 
township,  and  then  operated  the  old  Papen- 
dick homestead  in  Loraine  township  for  one 


year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  13,  the  lat- 
ter township,  and  to  this  he  has  since  added, 
making  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres,  which  is  well  improved  and 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is 
an  energetic  and  progressive  farmer  and 
stock  raiser,  and  a  man  of  good  business  anc 
executive  ability. 

Religiously  both  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Jaquet  aer 
members  of  the  United  Evangelical  Church, 
and  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  of  which  he  has  been  a  stanch 
supporter  since  casting  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  General  U.  S.  Grant.  He  is  now 
serving  his  ninth  year  as  school  trustee,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  road  commissioner  six 
years,  during  which  time  a  number  of 
bridges  have  been  built  under  his  super- 
vision. He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
enterprises  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
benefit,  and  for  eight  years  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union  special  drainage  commis- 
sion, which  has  reclaimed  several  thousand 
acres  of  what  once  was  considered  worthless 
swamp  land. 


LOUIS    HELLER. 

Among  the  prosperous  and  successful 
agriculturists  of  Loraine  township  is  Louis 
Heller,  whose  home  is  on  section  32.  Dur- 
ing his  entire  life  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
that  township,  his  birth  having  occurred  on 
section  4,  February  3,  1842.  His  parents 
were  David  and  Catherine  (Arnett)  Heller, 
the  former  a  nati\-e  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, the  latter  of  Alsace-Loraine, 
B'rance.  The  paternal  grandfather,  David 
Heller,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  of  Ger- 
man ancestry,  and  belonged  to  one  of  the 
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pioneer  families  of  Luzerne  county.  He 
served  for  several  years  as  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  in  days  of  peace  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits. 

In  early  life  David  Heller,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  worked  at  the  weaver's  trade  in 
his  native  state.  In  1832  he  came  west  and 
located  in  what  is  no)v  Loraine  township, 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  took  up  a 
tract  of  government  land  and  built  thereon 
a  log  cabin,  in  which  some  of  his  children 
were  born.  He  added  to  his  place  from  time 
to  time  as  his  financial  resources  increased 
until  he  had  about  twelve  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  citizens 
of  his  community.  He  continued  to  active- 
ly engage  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1881,  when  he  was  sixty-nine 
years  of  age,  his  remains  being  interred  in 
Loraine  cemetery.  In  his  political  views  ht 
was  a  strong  Republican  but  never  cared  for 
office.  His  wife  died  in  Geneseo,  in  1900. 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  Their  children 
were  Caroline,  deceased;  Louis,  our  subject; 
Susan,  deceased ;  Levinus,  who  was  formerly 
engaged  in  farming  in  Atkinson  township, 
but  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Geneseo: 
Lavina,  who  died  in  infancy;  Solomon,  who 
lives  near  the  old  homestead  in  Loraine 
township;  Samuel,  a  resident  of  Michigan; 
Wesley,  of  Atkinson  township;  Ella,  wife  of 
Fredierick  Rieger,  of  Geneseo;  and  Mary, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

During  the  boyhood  of  our  subject  he 
attended  the  district  schools  in  winter,  while 
through  the  summer  months  he  aided  in  th? 
labors  of  the  fields.  At  that  time  wild  game 
of  all  kinds  was  plentiful  and  he  well  re- 
members seeing  deer  on  the  prairies,  whik 
the  wolves  often  made  the  night  hideous 
with  their  howling.  Among  his  early  recol- 
lections is  that  of  himself  and  friend  convert- 


ing a  hog  trough  int(_)  a  canoe  with  the  in- 
tion  of  crossing  a  slough  in  order  that  they 
might  get  some  seed,  but  the  rude  boat 
tipped  over  and  the  boys  found  themselves 
in  the  mud  and  water.  He  continued  to  pur- 
sue his  studies  in  an  old  log  school  house  on 
his  father's  farm  until  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age. 

On  the  1 2th  of  Feljruary,  1867,  ^h: 
Heller  was  united  in  marriage  with 
]\Iiss  ]\Iargaret  Wagner,  who  was  born 
in  Germany  and  was  four  }-ears  of  age 
when  brought  to  the  United  States  by 
her  father,  John  Wagner.  The  family 
located  in  Chicago,  where  'Sir.  Wagner 
worked  at  his  trade  of  tailor  for  one  year, 
and  then  came  to  Henry  county,  settling  in 
Loraine  township,  where  he  purchased  land 
and  engaged  in  farming  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  died  in  January, 
1882,  and  his  first  wife  passed  away  when 
:\Irs.  Heller  was  only  ten  years  old.  They 
were  the  parents-  of  six  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  these  being  Margaret, 
wife  of  our  subject ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Philip 
Arnett,  of  Whiteside  county;  Catherine,  wife 
of  Isaac  Urich,  of  Whiteside  county;  and 
Helen,  wife  of  George  Besse,  of  Erie,  \\'hite- 
side  county.  Susan  and  Henry  both  died  in 
infancy.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  mar- 
ried Caroline  Rieger,  who  died  in  1875.  ^Y 
this  union  he  also  had  j-ix  children  :  Coroline, 
deceased  wife  of  Edward  Offerle;  Louisa, 
wife  of  Bell  Hefifelfinger ;  August,  a  resident 
of  Nebraska;  Hattie,  wife  of  Edward  Rowe; 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ,  and 
Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heller  nin^  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Albert  Sands  of  Loraine  township ;  George, 
who  married  Ella  Johnson  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  the  same  township;  Edward, 
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viici  married  I'^lura  Smitli.  and  is  also  a  far- 
iiier  of  Lcjraine  tnwnship:  Laura  ami  Leon- 
ard, both  deceased:  Mabel,  at  home:  Roy 
and  Gloy  twins,  and  Earl,  all  three  attend- 
ing school. 

After  his  marriage  ?ilr.  Heller  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  one  of  his  father's 
places  for  a  time,  antl  then  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  acres  on  section  32,  Loraine  township, 
which  at  that  time  was  only  partially  im- 
proved but  is  now  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
places  in  the  locality.  Religiously  ^Ir.  and 
I\Irs.  Heller  are  members,  of  the  L'nited 
Evangelical  Clnuxh  of  Loraine  township, 
and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Geneseo 
Camp.  Xo.  40,  M.  W.  A.  By  his  ballot  he 
supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  has  served  as  school 
director  about  thirty  years  and  tax  collector 
one  term.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
and  representative  farmers  of  his  commu- 
nity, and  is  held  in  high  regard  b\-  all  who 
know  him. 


-MRS.  HULDA  G.  CALKINS. 

Prominent  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Henry  county  and  honored  residents  of 
-Vlpha  is  Airs.  Calkins,  who  is  familiarly 
known  as  Aunt  Hulda  l)y  her  numerous 
friends.  She  came  to  this  state  in  1S41,  and 
has  made  her  home  in  Henry  county  since 
1847.  -^  native  of  Massachusetts,  she  was 
born  in  Stockbridge,  July  19,  1826,  and  be- 
longs to  an  old  New  England  family.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Griffin,  wan 
a  native  of  \'ermont,  but  spent  much  of 
his  life  in  the  Bay  state.  Her  father,  John 
Griffin,  was  born  in  ^^lassachusetts  in  1795. 


and  there  he  was  married  about  1S18  to 
]\Iiss  Mary  Hoag.  a  native  of  dilumbia 
county.  New  York,  where  he  learned  the 
weaver's  trade.  In  early  life  he  followed 
the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade  in  his  na- 
ti\-e  state,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  coming  west  with  his  family  in 
1 84 1.  He  first  located  near  the  present 
town  of  Viola,  in  Mercer  county,  Illinois, 
then  known  as  Stewart's  Corners,  where  he 
opened  up  and  improved  a  farm,  on  which 
he  continued  to  reside  until  called  to  his 
final  rest  June  4,  1865,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years.  His  wife  survived  him  se\eral 
years,  and  died  January  11,  1891,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-one  years  and  si.-v 
months.  Further  mention  is  made  of  the 
family  in  the  sketch  of  H.  G.  Griffin,  of 
Cambridge,  on  another  page  of  this  volume, 
he  being  a  brother  of  Mrs.   Calkins. 

As  previously  stated  Mrs.  Calkins  came 
to  this  state  with  her  parents  in  1841.  She 
was  principally  reared  and  educated  in 
Massachusetts,  and  became  one  of  the  pio- 
neer school  teachers  of  Henry  county.  On 
the  20th  of  April.  1847,  she  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  Anson  Calkins,  who  was 
born  in  Austerlitz,  Columbia  county,  New 
'York,  in  1818,  and  there  grew-  to  manhood. 
During  his  youth  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
and  joiner's  trade.  On  coming  to  Illinois 
in  1 84 1,  he  located  in  Knox  county,  where 
he  planted  a  large  number  of  trees  and  en- 
gaged in  the  nursery  business  for  about  six 
years.  He  made  the  acquaintance  of  iliss 
Griffin  while  stopping  at  her  father's  resi- 
dence for  dinner  while  passing  through  this 
county,  and  the  friendship  then  formed 
soon  ripened  into  love,  resulting  in  their 
marriage.  They  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Oxford  town 
ship  where  Mrs.  Calkins  still  resides,  now 
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witliin  the  village  of  Alpha,  there  being  no 
town  at  that  time.  Here  Mi".  Calkins  a\io 
started  a  nursery,  which  he  successfully  car- 
ried on  for  many  years,  and  sold  the  greater 
number  of  evergreen  and  ornamental  trees 
and  shrubs  now  found  in  this  locality.  He 
was  also  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  va- 
rious kinds  of  fruit,  and  followed  general 
farming  (juite  extensively.  Prospering  in 
his  business  enterprises,  he  added  to  his 
original  tract  of  forty  acres  from  time  to 
time  until  he  owned  over  one  thousand 
acres  of  very  valuable  and  productive  land. 
He  laid  out  the  town  of  Alpha  nix)n  hii 
farm,  and  gave  the  railroad  company  right 
of  way  and  a  site  for  the  depot.  He  was  in- 
strumental in  building  up  the  village,  and 
as  a  public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen 
gave  his  support  to  all  measures  for  the 
public  good.  In  his  irolitical  views  he  was 
originally  an  old  line  Whig,  and  later  he 
became  a  stanch  Republican.  Prior  to  the 
w  ar  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  an  ardent  Abo- 
litionist, and  was  interested  in.  the  "under- 
ground railroad"  in  that  way  assisting  many 
a  negro  on  his  way  to  Canada  and  free- 
dom. He  filled  the  office  of  assessor  for  a 
time,  Init  never  cared  for  political  honors, 
preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  interests'.  He  died  July  20. 
1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy-se\-en  years, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calkins  were  born 
ten  children,  namely:  ^lyra  P.,  wife  of 
Alexander  A.  Shaw,  a  farmer  of  Knox 
county;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Ira  Frankenber- 
ger,  a  farmer  of  Oxford  township,  Henry 
county;  J.  B.,  a  resident  of  Alpha;  John  P., 
a  farmer  of  Oxford  township;  Winfield  C, 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Mt.  Ver- 
non, Illinois;  Lucia  M.,  who  was  married 
ir.  October,  1875,  to  E.  P.  Leland,  the  first 


telegraph  operator  at  Alpha,  and  died  the 
following  ]\Iarch ;  antl  four  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

]\Irs.  Calkins  is  a  consistent  and  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is 
Icved  and  respected  by  all  who  know  her. 
As  a  pioneer  of  this  section  of  the  "state  she 
has  witnessed  almost  its  entire  development. 
She  has  seen  the  wild  prairie  transformed 
into  highly  cultivated  fields;  railroads,  tele- 
graphs and  telephones  introduced;  while 
hamlets  have  grown  into  thriving  cities  and 
villages  with  all  of  the  conveniences  of  an 
advanced  civilization.  She  can  relate  many 
interesting  incidents  of  pioneer  life. 


JACOB  MYERS. 

Among  the  honored  and  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Atkinson  who  are  now  living  re- 
tired from  active  labor  is  Jacob  Myers,  who 
v.as  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
October  14,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Bloom)  Myers,  also  natives  of 
that  state.  The  Myers  family  was  original- 
ly from  Gennany,  and  was  founded  in  this 
country  over  two  hundred  years  ago.  Our 
subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  a  native 
of  New  Jersey  and  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania.  There 
the  father  was  born,  reared  and  educated, 
pursuing  his  studies  in  an  old  log  school 
house  with  slab  seats  and  puncheon  floor. 
In  early  life  he  followed  farming  with  his 
father  and  later  on  his  own  account,  making 
that  his  life  work.  He  was  very  successful 
and  accumulated  a  comfortable  competence. 
He  died  upon  his  farm  in  Franklin  county, 
Pennsylvania,  at  a  comparatively  early  age, 
when  our  subject  was  only  a  year  old.     He 
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left  two  other  children  :  John,  a  l^Iacksmith, 
who  (hed  in  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania; 
anil  Amy,  deceased  wife  of  Isaac  Peck,  of 
Franklin  connty.  The  mother  stibsequently 
became  the  wife  nf  Leonard  Bievens.  also  a 
native  of  Franklin  county.  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  representative  of  one  of  its  old  fam- 
ilies. By  that  union  she  had  five  children, 
namely :  IMichael,  a  resident  of  Hagers- 
town,  ^Maryland :  Pawd.  who  li\-es  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Franklin  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia; ]\Iary,  wife  of  Henry  Yeakle,  of  the 
same  county;  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Phillips, 
of  Plum  Run,  Pennsylvania;  and  Amanda, 
widow  of  John  Pitman  and  a  resident  of 
Franklin  county.  Mrs.  Bievens  died  in  1859 
and  her  second  husband  is  also  deceased. 

Mr.  Myers,  of  this  review,  grew  to  man- 
hood in  the  county  of  his  nativity,  and  in 
early  days  would  walk  two  miles  over  the 
hills  to  school,  where  he  pursued  his  studies 
for  about  six  weeks  during  the  year.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  commenced  learning  the 
blacksmith's  trade  with  his  uncle,  Michael 
Bloom,  and  during  the  four  years  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship received  only  his  board  and 
clothes  in  compensation  for  his  labor.  Later 
he  worked  as  a  journeyman  in  Pennsylvania 
until  the  fall  of  1855. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  that  year,  ]Mr. 
Myers  was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss 
Ellen  Fritz,  also  a  native  of  Franklin  county, 
and  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Fritz,  who  spent 
]iis  entire  life  there.  A  week  later  they  came 
to  Kewanee.  Illinois,  where  they  rented  a 
]iouse,  and  wdiere  Mr.  Myers  worked  at  his 
trade  during  the  following  winter.  In  the 
fall  of  1856  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
I.nid  in  Burns  township,  and  during  the  sum- 
mer season  devoted  his  energies  to  its  im- 
l)rovement  and  cultivation,  while  throughout 
the  winter  he  worked  at  his  trade.    He  made 


his  home  in  that  township  for  nine  years,  and 
then  remo\-ed  to  Atkinson  township  in 
1865. 

In  the  fall  of  that  year  Mrs.  ]\Iyers  died 
leaving  four  children :  Charles  D.  is  now  a 
painter  and  paper  hanger  of  Kansas  City. 
Clayton  W.  is  a  graduate  of  Hahnemann 
]\Iedica  College  of  Chicago,  and  w^as  for  a 
time  engaged  in  practice  at  Kingman,  Kan- 
sas. \Miile  there  he  was  appointed  by  Go\er- 
nor  Stanley  of  that  state  as  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  insane  asylum  at  Topeka, 
which  responsible  position  he  is  now  filling. 
Leli  Blanche  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
Maggie  is  the  wife  of  W.  I.  Goff,  of  El  Reno. 
Oklahoma,  and  they  have  one  child,  Imogene. 

Mv.  ]\Iyers  was  again  married,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1867.  his  second  union  Ijeing  with 
;\[rs.  ]^Iary  Jane  Alger,  a  native  of  Xew 
York  state  and  a  daughter  of  Theodore 
Noyes,  Her  first  husband,  Horace  Alger, 
died  January  13,  1864,  leaving  two  children, 
namely :  Geraldine,  wife  of  B.  C.  Ogden,  of 
Lyons,  Kansas,  by  whom  she  has  one  son, 
Cordy :  and  Xoyes  B.,  who  married  F'earl 
\\'oodford,  and  is  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  Wessington.  South  Dakota, 

After  his  removal  to  Atkinson,  Mr. 
Myera  conducted  a  blacksmith  shop  at  that 
place  for  nine  years,  and  then  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Atkinson  township,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  at  different  times 
tracts  of  forty,  two  hundred,  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  eighty  acres,  making  in  all 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high 
stale  of  culti\-ation.  He  lives  in  town  but 
for  some  years  continued  to  drive  into  the 
country  and  oversee  the  operation  of  his 
land.  At  present  he  rents  the  property  and  is 
living  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  former 
tcil.     In  his  political  view's  he  is  an  anient 
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Reijublican.  1:)ut  cares  nothing  for  political 
honors.  He  has.  hcj\ve\er,  filled  various 
scliool  offices,  and  takes  an  acti\-e  interest  in 
securing  efficient  teachers  and  good  schools. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  and  both  are  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their  acquain- 
tance. 


GEORGE  HUFFMAN. 

Among  the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil 
war  and  representative  citizens  of  Galva 
township  is  George  Huffman,  who  resides  on 
section  1 1 .  A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  on  the  29th 
of  October,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Abram 
and  Hannah  (Bowen)  Huffman,  also  natives 
of  the  Keystone  state,  while  the  former  was 
of  German  and  the  latter  of  English  descent. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Mason  Bowen, 
was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  Coming 
west  in  1865  he  first  settled  in  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  and  purchased  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Gaiva  town- 
ship, converting  the  wild  tract  into  a  good 
farm.  He  was  always  an  active  worker  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  a  fine  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  this  county, 
and  a  half  section  of  good  farm  land  in  Min- 
nesota. This  property  was  all  acquired 
through  his  own  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment. During  his  boyhood  he  had  received 
but  a  limited  education.  He  died  at  the  home 
of  our  subject  in  1892,  and  his  wife  died 
January  4,  1901,  in  Kewanee,  aged  eighty- 
one  years. 

Of  the  twelve  children  Ijorn  to  this 
worthy  couple  three  died  when  young.  The 
others  are  as  follows :  George,  our  subject ; 
Mason,  a  resident  of  Galva  township,  who 


was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and  was 
v.ounded  in  the  service:  Julia  A.,  wife  of  R. 
T.  Bryan,  a  farmer  of  Iowa;  Dilly,  wife  of 
William  Briner,  also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  residing  in  Kewanee;  Eliza,  wife  of 
Joe  Johnson  of  the  same  place ;  Mary,  wife  of 
Charles  White,  of  Sla3'ton,  Minnesota;  John, 
a  farmer  of  Peoria  county,  Illinois;  Mahala, 
wife  of  Robert  Sprague,  of  Lake  Wilson, 
Minnesota;  and  William  S.,  of  Peoria  coun- 
ty, Illinois. 

In  the  common  schools  of  Pennsyh-ania 
George  Huffman  acquired  his  literary  edu- 
cation, and  he  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  after  the  inauguration  of  the 
Civil  war.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  Fourteenth  West  Virginia  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
hostilities  ceased,  taking  part  in  the  battles 
of  Cedar  Creek,  Winchester,  Bunker  Hill, 
Boliver  Heights,  Call  Town,  Lynchburg, 
and  many  other  engagements  of  lesser  im- 
portance. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Cumberland,  and 
arrived  home  on  the  4th  of  July,  1865.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  after 
working  on  his  father's  farm  for  two  years, 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  wild  land  in  1868 
and  began  the  improvement  of  his  farm,  on 
which  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since.  He 
now  operates  about  eighty  acres  of  land,  and 
as  a  general  farmer  is  meeting  with  well  de- 
served success. 

Air.  Huffman  has  been  twice  married.  In 
1862  he  wedded  Miss  Catherine  ^Martin,  who 
died  November  23,  1865,  and  on  the  loth  of 
May,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss'  Cassie  J.  Bowler,  who  was  born  in 
Green  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1840.  Her 
mother  died  in  that  state  when  Mrs.  Huff- 
man was  only  twelve  years  old,  and  in  1868 
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she  came  to  Illinois  with  her  father,  Samuel 
Bo'.vler.  who  spent  his  last  days  at  her  home. 
he  has  two  brothers  and  two  sisters,  namely : 
Margaret,  wife  of  Jacob  Wilson,  of  Gah-a 
twonship;  Charity,  a  resident  of  the  same 
township;  John,  of  Wood  county.  West  A^ir- 
ginia;  and  George,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
One  brother  died  in  Chicago.  Illinois,  in 
1896.  yir.  and  ]\Irs.  Huffman  have  fi>ur 
children:  Hannah  L.,  iMirn  November  23, 
1869,  is  at  home;  Ellen,  born  ]\Iay  16,  1871, 
i-  the  wife  of  Elmer  Wright,  of  Kewanee, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Roy  E.,  Nel- 
lie P.  and  Mabel.  (3)  Maggie,  born  August 
16,  1873,  married  John  Hicks,  of  Kewanee, 
and  died  February  25,  1896;  and  Walter 
H.,  born  March  i,  1880,  operates  the  home 
farm. 

In  1867  Mr.  Huffman  was  accitlentally 
injured  in  a  threshing  machine,  \vhich  re- 
sulted in  the  loss  of  his  foot.  Politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  re- 
ligiously he  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  L'nited  Brethren  Church.  He  is  promi- 
nent in  Grand  Army  circles  and  is  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  post  at  Galva.  He  is  a 
Worthy  representati\-e  of  that  class  of  citi- 
zens who  lead,  (|uiet,  industrious  and  useful 
live.s,  and  constitute  the  best  portion  of  a 


JA^IES  H.  NEWMAN. 

This  well-to-do  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 23,  Clover  township,  has  made  his  home 
in  Henry  county  since  the  spring  of  1855, 
and  now  owns  and  operates  a  valuable  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  wa.s 
l)orn  in  Westchester  county,  New  York, 
June  19,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Banks  and 
Sarah  (Reynolds)  Newman,  who  were  life 


long  residents  of  that  county.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  James  Newman,  was  a  native 
of  New  York  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Westchester  county,  while  the  maternal 
grandfather,  James  Reynolds,  was  born  in 
Connecticut  and  was  also  an  early  settler  of 
Westchester  county,  New  York.  The  lat- 
ter fought  for  American  independence  in 
the  Revolutionar\-  war.  Though  reared  upon 
a  farm,  Banks  Newman  followed  the  shoe- 
maker's trade  throughout  life,  and  died  in 
the  spring  of  1843.  His  \vife  survived  him 
and  reared  their  six  children,  all  of  whom 
reached  adult  age,  namely:  Clarissa  J.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  Elias  G.,  who 
married  and  located  in  New  York  city,  where 
his  death  occurred;  Rachel  Ann,  a  resident 
of  Westchester  county.  New  York;  Charles 
William,  of  Staten  Island,  New  York;  Ed- 
gar B.,  of  Westchester  count}-;  and  James 
H.,  our  suliject,  who  is  second  in  order  of 
birth. 

James  H.  Newman  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  county,  and  received  a  good 
common-school  education.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  some  time  both  in  New  York  and 
Illinois.  In  the  spring  of  1855  he  came  to 
this  county  with  hio  cousin,  Alvah  Rey- 
nolds, and  together  they  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  in  Henry  and  Kno.x 
counties  for  three  years.  i\Ir.  Newman  then 
rented  a  farm  and  in  connection  with  its 
operation  continued  to  work  at  his  trade. 

.\fter  the  countr}^  became  involved  in 
civil  war,  he  enlisted  in  the  fall  of  1861  in 
Waterhouse'  Battery  of  Chicago,  and  as  a 
n^ember  of  the  \\'estern  army  was  under  the 
commantl  of  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Tennesssee,  and  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  in 
the  siege  of  \^icksburg,  being  present  at  its 
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surrender.  He  entered  tlie  service  as  a  ])ri- 
vate  l^ut  was  made  quartermaster  sergeant, 
and  acted  in  that  capacity  during  the  whole 
time  of  his  service.  For  a.  time  he  was'  ih  at 
Shiloh,  and  when  his  term  of  enhstment  ex- 
pired was  honorably  discharged  at  Louis- 
ville.   Kentucky,   December    19.    1864. 

While  at  home  on  a  furlough  Air.  Xew- 
man  had  purchased  eighty  acres  of  raw  land 
where  he  now  resides,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage in  1865  he  located  thereon  and  com- 
menced to  break  and  improve  the  land.  He 
built  a  good  small  house,  which  he  has  since 
remodeled  and  enlarged,  and  has  erected  two 
barns  and  other  outbuildings.  He  has  also 
set  out 'fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  has  added 
to  his  farm  a  tract  of  sixty  acres,  and  now 
l-.as  a  well-improved  and  valuable  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  has  always 
given  considerable  attention  to  the  raising 
and  feeding  of  stock  for  market,  and  is  ac- 
counted one  of  the  successful  agriculturists 
of  the  comniunit}-.  On  coming  to  this  state 
he  was  without  capital  or  influential  friends 
and  to  his  own  untiring  labor  and  good  bus- 
iness ability  is  due  his  success. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  1865,  Mr. 
Newman  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Cynthia  A.  Hayden,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
county.  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  A.  R. 
Ha\'den,  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil 
v,-ar,  who  came  to  Henry  county  at  an  early 
day  and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  far- 
mers of  Clover  township.  By  this  union 
were  born  two  sons,  Clark  and  Orris  H.  The 
latter  is  well  educated  and  is  now  principal 
of  a  ward  school  in  Pekin,  Illinois'.  He  is 
married  and  has  two  children,  Marie  and 
James  Harold. 

Politically  Mr.  Newman  has  been  a  life- 
long Republican,  having  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856. 


His  father  was  an  old  time  \\''hig.  Our  sub- 
ject has  ever  taken  quite  an  active  and  prom- 
inent part  in  local  politics,  and  his'  fellow 
citizens  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability 
have  called  upon  him  to  fill  positions  of  pub- 
lic trust.  For  three  terms  he  was  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  honorable  county  board 
of  supervisors;  later  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  one  term,  and  has  been  a  township 
school  trustee  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  influen- 
tial members  of  the  Christian  Church  of  On- 
tario, and  at  the  last  district  conference  was 
elected  vice-president  of  the  Western  Illi- 
nois Christian  conference,  which  position 
he  is  now  most  credital^ly  filling.  He  gave 
one  hundred  dollars  to  the  Union  Christian 
College  of  Merom,  Indiana,  and  the  same 
amount  to  the  Christian  Biblical  Schfjol  at 
Stamfordville,  New  York,  and  ha?,  ever  con- 
tributed liberally  to  all  enterprises  which  he 
believes  for  the  betterment  of  mankind  or 
the  good  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.' 


GEORGE  J.  AIcCORKLE. 

Among  the  highly  respected  and  hon- 
ored citizens  of  Kewanee  who  are  spending 
their  declining  years  in  ease  and  quiet  having 
previously  acquired  a  comfortable  compe- 
tence through  their  diligence,  enterprise  and 
good  management,  is  George  J.  McCorkle. 
He  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  Au- 
gust I,  1832,  a  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Penny)  McCorkle,  also  natives  of  that 
state.  The  maternal  grandparents,  David 
and  Ann  (Lodge)  Penny,  were  also  born  in 
Delaware  of  English  and  Scotch  extraction, 
and  the  paternal  grandfather.  William  Mc- 
Corkle, claimed  the  same  state  as  his  birth 
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])lace.  His  ancestors  were  of  English  origin. 
In  earl}-  life  the  father  of  our  subject  learned 
the  harness  maker's  trade,  and  later  became 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  saddlery  and  harness,  which  he  sold  both 
at  wholesale  and  retail.  He  made  his  home 
in  \\'ilniiiigti>n  until  1856,  when  he  came  to 
Illinnis.  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Galva, 
Henry  county,  where  he  continued  in  the 
same  line  of  business  f(jr  some  years. 
He  died  at  the  home  of  a  daughter  in  Bu- 
reau county.  Illinois,  at  the  age  of  ninety. 
His  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eightv- 
fi\e.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  died  in  infancy.  Those 
vhv  reached  years  of  maturity  were  Will- 
iam. George,  Thomas,  Henry.  Charles,  John, 
JMaria  and  Sabilla,  but  William,  Thomas, 
and  Henry  are  now  deceased.  Our  subject 
is  the  only  memlier  of  the  family  residing  in 
Kewanee. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  George 
J.  McCcirkle,  of  this  review,  attended  the 
common  schdols  of  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
and  learned  harness  and  saddle  making, 
w. irking  with  his  father  until  the  latter  re- 
moved t.i  Illinois.  In  1857  our  subject  went 
to  West  \irginia,  locating  on  the  Ohio  river 
at  what  is  now  Thompson,  four  miles  south 
of  AIoundsN'ille,  in  Marshall  county,  where 
he  w  as  engaged  in  farming  until  coming  to 
Kewanee,  Illinois,  in  t88i.  since  which  time 
he  has  practically  lived  a  retired  life. 

On  the  26th  of  December.  1855,  Mr.  ^NIc^ 
Corkle  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ann  K.  McClean.  a  native  of  West  Virginia, 
and  a  ilaughter  of  Joseph  and  Maria  Mc- 
Clean, who  were  also  born  in  that  state  and 
belonged  to  one  of  its  oldest  families.  Her 
father  followed  farming  and  surveying, 
str\ing  as  county  surveyor  for  many  years. 
He  owned  a  large  and  valuable  farm  of  si.x 


hundred  acres  on  the  Ohio  ri\'er.  The 
twel\-e  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AIc- 
Corkle  were  Joseph,  an  employe  in  the  roll- 
ing mills  of  Kewanee,  who  married  Lefa 
Adams  and  has  three  children,  Earl,  Fred- 
die and  \'erna ;  Charles,  who  wedded  Mary 
E.  Johnson  and  died  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
leaving  one  child;  Eri  J.,  Peoria;  William, 
Viho  married  Isabella  Mason,  now  deceased, 
and  lives  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska ;  Mary,  who 
was  drowned  in  the  Ohio  river  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years ;  Henry,  a  resident  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah ;  Elburt,  a  farmer  of  Stark  coun- 
ty, Illinois;  Susan,  who  died  in  infancy; 
George,  who  fought  through  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  and  is  now  with  the  United 
States  army  in  the  Philippines;  Eri,  who  is 
a  traveling  salesman  for  a  clothing  house 
and  lives  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Bayard,  wh.o 
died  in  infancy;  and  Marshall,  a  boiler 
maker  of  Bellair,  Ohio.  The  wife  and 
mother,  who  was  a  consistent  and  faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
died  February  2^,  1874,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Moundsville,  West  \'irginia. 

^Ir.  McCorkle  was  made  a  Mason  in 
Marshall  Union  Lodge,  No.  8,  at  Mounds- 
ville, West  Virginia,  and  has  always  affil- 
iated with  the  Republican  party,  Init  has 
taken  no  active  part  in  jMlitics  aside  from 
\-oting.  He  has  made  many  friends  during 
his  residence  in  Kewanee,  and  is  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 


L.  D.  ANDERSON. 

Among  the  enterprising  and  public-spir- 
ited citizens  of  Geneseo  may  be  numbered 
L.  D.  .\nderson,  who  does  a  successful  bus- 
iness in  establishing  drive  wells  and  water 
works  iin  farms  throughout  the  surroumling 
C(juntrv.     He  was  born  in  Bucvrus,  Craw- 
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ford  county,  Ohio,  April  7,  1847.  S"d  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Mary  (Andrews)  Ander- 
son, the  father  a  native  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  the  mother  of  Ashland  county, 
Ohio.  In  early  life  the  father  learned  the 
tinner's  trade  and  followed  that  husiness  for 
a  time,  hut  later  conducted  a  hotel  in  Bucy- 
rus,  Ohio.  In  1851  he  came  to  Geneseo, 
Illinois,  drivini^'  all  the  way  from  Bucyrus, 
Oiiio,  with  a  team  and  buggy.  He  embarked 
in  the  tinware  and  stove  business,  hauling 
his  goods  to  this  place  from  the  canal  at 
Peru,  there  being  no  railroad  here  at  that 
time.  In  1858  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  and  successfully  carried  on  that  oc- 
cupation for  twenty  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  returned  to  Geneseo,  while  his 
son,  James,  operated  the  farm  for  the  same 
length  of  time  before  it  was  sold.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  Geneseo  July  19,  1892,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years.  In  his 
political  views  he  was  a  strong  Republican 
and  helped  to  organize  the  party  in  his  local- 
ity. He  was  an  anti-slavery  man  and  favored 
the  \igorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  His 
fclk)w  citizens  recognizing  his  worth  and 
ability,  called  upon  him  to  serve  as  super- 
visor several  terms,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  many  years.  His  estimable 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  Captain  Alanson  An- 
drews, one  of  the  founders  of  the  town  of 
Ashland,  Ohio,  which  was  largel\'  built  upon 
his  farm.  He  died  in  1850,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  In  1876  his  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Sally  Gates,  came  to 
Geneseo,  where  most  of  her  children  were 
living,  and  died  here  February  9,  1879.  She 
was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  tliird  in 
order  of  liirth  in  a  family  of  seven  children, 
the  others  being  James,  a  farmer  of  Geneseo 


township ;  Mary,  married  Josiah  Thomson, 
of  Uniontown.  Pennsylvania.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
died  in  that  faith  August  7,  1896:  Sarah  P., 
i\ife  of  H.  A.  Ainsworth,  of  Moline,  Illi- 
nois. She  was  principal  of  the  female  col- 
lege at  Rockford,  Illinois,  several  years; 
Emily  A.,  wife  of  A.  W.  Bickel,  of  Geneseo; 
David  P.,  also  a  resident  of  Geneseo;  and 
Frank  L.,  a  farmer  of  Ruthven,  Iowa. 

The  early  life  of  L.  D.  Anderson  was 
principally  passed  in  this  county,  and  in  the 
schools  of  Geneseo  he  acquired  the  greater 
l)art  of  his  education.  At  the  age  of  se\en- 
teen  years  he  started  out  to  make  his  own 
\\a}-  in  the  world.  He  then  enlisted  Sunday, 
January  24,  1865.  at  Geneseo,  in  Company 
B.  Xinth  Illinois  Cavalry,  mustered  in  the 
United  States  service  at  Peoria,  Illinois,  and 
joined  his  regiment  at  Eastport,  Mississippi. 
They  were  mostly  engaged  in  scouting  duty 
in  that  state,  Alabama  ayd  Tennessee,  and 
spent  much  time  in  looking  for  rebel  cotton, 
great  (piantities  of  which  they  found  secre- 
ted in  the  swamps.  The  war  liaving  ended, 
Mr.  Anderson  was  honorably  discharged 
October  31,  1865,  after  eleven  months  spent 
in  the  service.  He  was  mustered  out  at 
Springfield,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  in  that  city  for  eight- 
een months. 

Selling  bis  interests  there  Mr.  Anderson 
returned  to  Geneseo  and  engaged  in  farming 
for  his  father.  Shortly  afterward  he  and 
his  brother  James  went  to  Nebraska  and 
purchased  one  hundred  head  of  cattle,  which 
they  drove  home  and  after  feeding  through 
the  w,inter  sold  at  a  good  profit.  The  fol- 
lowing season  our  subject  returned  to  Xe- 
l)raska  with  the  intention  of  taking  up  a 
homestead,  but  being  unfavoral)ly  impressed 
with  the  wild  country,  he  engaged  in  team- 
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ing  for  the  railroad  com])any  during;  the 
summer,  in  which  way  lie  paid  all  his  ex- 
penses, returning  home  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year.  He  then  joined  his  brother  in  his 
present  business,  which  was  conducted  under 
the  fiirni  style  of  Anderson  Brothers  for  a 
year,  but  in  1870  he  purchased  his  partner's 
interest  and  has  since  been  alone  in  business. 
He  is  kept  busy  constantly,  and  has  met  with 
excellent  success.  In  1893  he  rented  his 
present  shop,  and  has  since  manufactured 
his  own  tanks  and  towers,  which  he  has 
found  greatly  to  his  advantage.  He  is  well 
equipped  to  do  an  extensive  business,  and 
b}'  fair  and  honorable  dealing  has  gained 
a  liberal  patronage.  In  1894  ^Ir.  Anderson 
made  an  extended  trip  in  the  west,  spending 
several  weeks  in  California. 

]\Lr.  Anderson  was  married  July  5,  1894, 
to  }iliss  Jennie  L.  \\'oodruff,  a  native  of 
Ashland,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Simeon 
and  Tacy  (Andrews)  ^^'oodruf^f.  Her  fa- 
ther, who  was  a  dry-goods  merchant  of  that 
place,  met  with  a  tragic  death  October  31, 
1854,  while  riding  one  horse  and  leading 
another.  When  crossing  a  bridge  where 
men  were  repairing  a  telegraph  wire  lying 
on  the  ground,  the  horse  which  he  was  rid- 
ing— a  very  powerful  animal — became  en- 
tangled in  the  wire  and  was  thrown  to  the 
ground,  falHng  on  Mr.  Woodruff,  whose  in- 
juries were  of  such  a  severe  nature  that  he 
died  nine  days  later.  He  was  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  throughout  his  community, 
and  was  thirty-si.x  years  of  age  at  time  of 
death.  His  wife  died  in  March,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  sevent3--two  years.  Their  children 
were  Ella,  wife  of  George  G.  I^Iowry,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  agricultural  implement 
business  in  (icneseo;  Jennie  L.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Simeon,  who  died  March  24. 
1900,  aged  forty-five  years'.     At  the  age  of 


fifteen  he  became  a  lirakeman  and  remained 
ir,  the  railway  service  until  1898,  twelve 
years  being  spent  in  Mexico.  He  was  a 
passenger  conductor  most  of  the  time,  and 
before  going  to  Mexico  was  in  Colorado. 
Mrs.  Anderson  taught  school  in  this  county 
for  five,  years,  and  was  clerk  in  the  post- 
office  at  Geneseo  for  three  years  under  Post- 
master George  Hobbs  and  later  under  Solon 
Kendal,  and  clerked  in  \'an  \'an\'alken- 
l)erg's  dry-goods  store  in  Geneseo  for  twelve 
years.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Simeon  Duvall,  born 
April  I,  1895.  Religiously  she  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  'Mv. 
Anderson  takes  an  active  and  commendable 
i'iiterest  in  public  aft'airs,  is  independent  in 
politics,  and  voted  for  both  Cleveland  and 
McKinley.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  worth 
and  strict  integrity,  and  commands  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  'in  contact  either  in  business  or  social 
life. 


GEORGE  E.  WAITE. 

Hon.  George  E.  Waite,  of  Geneseo,  Illi- 
nois, was  born  in  Stratton,  Windham  county, 
\'ermont;  his  parental  ancestry  is  English. 
The  name  was  originally  spelled  Wayte, 
later  ^\'aite  or  Wait.  The  American  an- 
cestor is  Thomas  Wayte,  who  emigrated  to 
^Massachusetts  upon  the  restoration  of 
Charles  II.  in  1660.  Thomas  Wayte  was  a 
member  of  the  Long  Parliament,  and  was 
identified  with  Hampden,  P3-m,  Sir  Harry 
Vane,  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  Cromwell,  Ire- 
ton  and  others  in  the  great  struggle  for  free- 
dom of  conscience  and  constitutional  gov- 
ernment. He  did  not  waver  in  his  opposition 
to  the  tyranny  of  the  King.     He  no  doubt 
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■saw  Cromwell  at  the  head  of  the  Ironsides, 
and  may  have  been  present  at  Marston  IMoor 
an.d  Xaseby.  He  sat  at  the  trial  of  Charles 
I.,  witnessed  the  matchless  prosecution  by 
John  Bradshaw,  and  signed  the  death  war- 
rant of  the  King.  John  Wayte,  the  grand- 
father of  the  Judge  was  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olution and  fought  at  the  battles  of  Concord, 
Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill,  he  was  a  direct 
<lescendant  of  Thomas  Wayte.  After  the 
war  John  Wayte  removed  to  Stratton,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  resided  until  his  death.  He 
had  five  sons,  namely:  Amasa,  Luther,  Dan- 
iel, Tyler  and  Alpheus.  Judge  \\'aite  is  a 
5on  of  Tyler  Waite  and  Lucia  Tyler  Waite. 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
Taylor,  of  Wardsboro,  Vermont,  and  was 
■of  Scotch  origin. 

Tyler  Waite  was  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  education  and  influence,  he  and  his  wife 
reared  and  educated  seven  children,  namely  : 
Laura,  George  E.,  Lucia,  Henry  A.,  Chas- 
tina,  Ruth  and  Dexter  Waite. 

Judge  Waite  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Vermont,  prepared  for  college, 
and  took  a  four  years'  classical  course  in  the 
Wesleyan  L'ni\-ersity  at  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut. He  was  especially  noted  for  his 
ability  as  a  writer  and  speaker  and  graduated 
with  honor.  He  removed  to  Geneseo,  Illi- 
nois, in  1856,  wr;s  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1858,  and  at  once  entered  upon  a  successful 
practice  of  law. 

Judge  Waite  is  a  Republican  in  politics ; 
he  participated  in  the  organization  of  the 
party  in  1856,  and  has  without  deviation  ad- 
vocated the  principles  of  the  party  and  sup- 
ported its  candidates;  he  became  widely 
known  throughout  the  state  and  was  recog- 
nized as  an  able,  safe  and  courageous  leader. 
He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  every  political 
campaign;  he  is  a  man  for  an  emergency, 


rising  in  power  and  influence  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  occasion.  A  splendid  speci- 
men of  physical  manhood,  he  challenges  at- 
tention in  any  gathering.  As  a  speaker  by 
voice,  word  and  action  he  appeals  with  con- 
vincing power  to  an  audience. 

Judge  Waite  has  never  pushed  himself 
forward  as  a  seeker  after  office,  but  has  by 
the  free  choice  of  the  people  held  important 
judicial,  legislative  and  other  positions,  per- 
forming the  duties  of  all  of  theni  with  en- 
tire satisfaction  to  the  public. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
which  framed  the  present  Constitution  of 
Illinois  and  was  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Retrenchments  and  Reforms.  His  report 
to  the  convention  amongst  other  things  con- 
tained a  recommendation  for  an  article  pro- 
hibiting special  legislation.  He  recognized 
the  great  abuse  and  proposed  the  only  meth- 
od to  put  an  end  to  it;  his  recommendation 
was  adopted  and  incorporated  into  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State,  and  is  one  of  its  wisest 
and  best  provisions. 

Judge  Waite  has  been  a  careful  student 
of  history,  and  is  an  intelligent  observer  of 
the  passing  events  of  the  world.  He  has  well 
settled  opinions  upon  great  public  questions, 
and  is  a  national  leader  of  public  opinion. 
He  gave  strong  support  to  the  cause  of  the 
L'nion,  and  has  done  much  for  both  meas- 
ures and  men  of  his  party. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1S59.  at  Geneseo, 
Illinois,  Judge  Waite  was  united  in  marriage 
with  :\Iiss  Hattie  X.  \\'ells.  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Wells,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
and  the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  \\'ells,  a 
scion  of  Governor  ^^'eIls.  of  Connecticut. 
The  Hon.  William  H.  Wells,  the  author  of 
Wells'  Grammar,  was  the  cousin  of  Mrs. 
\\'aite.  Her  mother  was  Mary  B.  Ford, 
daughter    of  Dyer    and    Esther    (Burnett) 
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Ford,  and  their  children  were  Esther,  Dyer, 
\\'illiam  Averill  and  Mary  B.  Tiie  Fords 
are  descendants  of  of  Martha  Ford,  who 
came  to  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  the 
ship  "Fortune"  in  1621,  with  her  children. 
Mrs.  W'aite  was  born  in  Old  Woodstock, 
Connecticut,  and  came  with  her  jjarents  to 
Geneseo  in  1S56.  Benjamin  Wells,  her  fa- 
ther, died  in  Geneseo  in  1 864,  and  her  mother 
departed  this  life  in  Geneseo  in  1886.  To 
Judge  and  Mrs.  W'aite  were  given  three  chil- 
dren, Laura  X.,  Hattie  M.  and  Ruth  AI.  In 
1886  Hattie  AI.  marriedi  Thomas  Everitt 
and  two  children  were  born  unto  them — ■ 
(jeorge  W'aite  Everitt  and  Thomas  W'aite 
E\-eritt.  The  last  named  died  in  February, 
1892.  Thomas  Everitt,  the  husband  of  Hat- 
tie M.  departed  this  life  in  1890.  Ruth  M. 
^\'aite  married  Henry  Dedrick,  of  Geneseo, 
in  1895,  and  they  had  one  child,  Henry 
W'aite  Dedrick,  who  died  in  December,  1899. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dedrick  now  reside  in  Janes- 
ville.  Wisconsin. 


XELS  GRAXOUIST. 

The  career  of  him  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review  illustrates  most  forcibly 
the  possibilities  that  are  open  to  young  men 
who  possess  sterling  busines  ciualifications. 
It  proves  that  ambition,  perseverance,  stead- 
fast purpose  and  indefatigable  industry, 
combined  with  sound  business  principles, 
will  be  rewarded,  and  that  true  success  fol- 
lows individual  effort  only. 

This  well-known  contractor  of  Kewanee 
was  l)orn  in  the  province  of  Skone,  Sweden, 
September  17.  1856.  a  son  of  John  and  Rers- 
line  (Anderson)  Gran(|uist,  also  nati\'es  of 
that  ci>uutr\-,  wliere  the  father  was  engaged 


ill  contracting  and  building  for  many  years, 
Init  is  now  living  retired  from  active  labor. 
His  wife  died  about  ten  years  ago.  Unto 
them  were  born  six  children,  namely :  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Peter  Pearson,  of  Sweden; 
X'els,  our  subject ;  Hannah,  who  became  the 
wife  of  August  Beck  and  died  in  Kewanee, 
Illinois;  and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

As  soon  as  he  reached  a  sufficient  age 
Xels  Granquist  entered  school,  and  until 
seventeen  continued  his  studies,  completing 
lus  education  by  a  collegiate  course.  Thus 
well  ecjuipped  for  life's  responsible  duties  he 
began  his  business  career  as  his  father's  as- 
sistant. With  the  hope  of  benefiting  his  finan- 
cial condition  he  came  to  the  new  world  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years  and  has  since 
made  his  home  in  Kewanee,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  in  the  employ  of  E.  T.  Heaps 
until  1890,  when  he  embarked  in  business 
(Ui  his  own  account  as  a  contractor  and 
builder.  He  has  erected  many  private  resi- 
dences and  business  blocks  in  the  city,  in- 
cluding the  McLean  block,  the  Bennison 
building,  the  Washington  and  Irving 
schools,  the  Kewanee  Boiler  Company's 
plant,  the  Union  Xational  Bank,  the  Hallin 
block,  two  new  buildings  for  the  Western 
Tube  Company,  and  at  present  is  erecting 
another  four-story  building  for  the  same 
company  at  a  cost  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

On  the  i6th  of  December.  1886.  Mr. 
Granquist  married  Miss  Amanda  Danielson, 
v.'ho  was  born  in  Sweden  but  was  only  a 
year  and  a  half  old  when  brought  to  America 
by  her  parents,  Charles  and  Louisa  (Ander- 
son) Danielson,  locating  in  Kewanee  when  it 
was  a  mere  \-illage.  Her  father,  who  fol- 
liiwed  gardening  for  many  years,  died  June 
5.  1893.  but  her  mother  is  still  living  and 
continues  to  reside  in  Kewanee.  Of  the 
eight  chiklren  born  to  them  onlv  three  are 
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now  living:  namely:  Euphemia.  wife  of  Will 
Larson,  of  Kewanee;  C.  J.,  a  grocer  of  Ke- 
wanee;  and  Amanda,  wife  of  our  subject. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  GraiKjuist  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  children  as  follows :  Edith, 
Ix)rn  February  25,  1888,  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  months :  \'erner  Xels,  born  No- 
vember 5.  1890,  is  now  attending  school; 
Ralph  Clifford,  born  April  25.  1895,  and 
Inez  Amanda.  I)orn  I'ebruary  7.  1899.  are 
both  at  home. 

On  coming  to  the  United  States  Mr. 
Granquist  was  unable  to  speak  a  won!  of 
English,  and  for  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  here  lie  deserves  great  credit,  it 
being  due  entirely  to  his  own  well-directed 
and  energetic  efforts.  He  is  one  of  'he  lead- 
ing and  influential  members  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Evangelical  Church,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  trustee  for  ten  years,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  served  as  a  trustee  of  Kewanee 
in  1894  and  1895,  during  which  time  he  was 
chairman  of  the  streets,  alleys  and  water 
committees,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the 
park  and  cemetery  committee.  In  the  spring 
of  1900  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Ke- 
wanee, which  office  he  is  now  most  credit- 
ably and  acceptably  filling,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  committee  on  public  grounds  and 
buildings.  He  is  a  man  of  recognized  abil- 
ity and  sterling  worth,  and  merits  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 


JOHN  O.  HILBURG. 

Since  the  19th  of  June,  1868,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  has  been  a  resident  of  Henry 
county,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  contractors  and 
builders  of  Galva.    He  was  born  in  Gestrik- 


land.  in  the  northern  part  of  Sweden,  May 
3,  1844.  His  father,  who  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Swedish  army  and  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
died  in  that  country,  as  d'id  also  two  of  his 
daughters.  In  his  family  were  four  chil- 
dren, our  subject  being  the  only  son.  About 
1872  the  mother  and  youngest  daughter, 
Catherine,  came  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  Illinois.  The  latter  became  the 
wife  of  AI.  O.  Swanson  and  died  in  Galva 
in  1890,  while  the  mother's  death  occurred 
in  1893.  when  she  was  eighty-one  years  of 
age. 

Afr.  Hilburg  received  a  good  high-school 
education  in  the  land  of  his  birth.  He  was 
only  seventeen  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died  and  the  support  of  his  mother  and  sis- 
ters devolved  upon  him.  After  his  father's 
death  and  up  to  1868  he  followed  farming. 
Coming  direct  to  Galva  he  soon  found  em- 
ployment as  a  farm  hand,  working  as  such 
for  \a  few  years  or  at  anything  he  could  find 
l(j  do.  For  a  time  he  worked  as  a  laborer 
on  the  Vailroad. 

In  1869  Mr.  Hilburg  married  ]Miss 
Johanna  Hagstrum,  also  a  nati\e  of  Sweden, 
who  came  to  America  about  the  same  time 
as  her  husbancf.'  By  this  union  have  been 
l)orn  twelve  children,  namely:  John  F.,  a 
carpenter  now  engaged  in  business  as  a 
partner  of  his  father,  is  married  and  has"  one 
son,  John  M. ;  William,  a  painter  of  Galva. 
lives  at  home ;  Amil  is  a  carpenter  residing 
at  home:  Jennie  is  at  home;  Clara  is  at 
home;  Walter  is  a  painter  and  carpenter 
living  at  home;  Herman  is  attending  school; 
Ernest  is  a  farm  hand ;  and  Nettie,  Edna, 
Francis  and  Earl  are  all  attending  school. 
The  children  have  all  received  a  good  edJuca- 
tion  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of 
Galva.  ]\Irs.  Hilburg  passed  away  Decem- 
ber 2,   1900. 
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All  that  he  has  Air.  Hilliiirs^  has  made 
"by  hard  labor.  Having  no  capital  with 
A'.hich  to  embark  in  business  for  himself,  he 
continued  to  work  at '  various  occupations 
luitil  1876,  when  he  liecame  connected  with 
the  building"  interests  uf  Gah-a.  He  has 
since  done  a  large  antl  successful  business 
as  a  contractor  and  builder  in  and  around 
Galva.  filling  some  contracts  in  neighboring 
towns.  In  his  shop  he  does  some  cabinet 
work,  but  is  principally  engaged  in  house 
"bitilding,  and  during  the  busy  season  em- 
ploys quite  a  number  of  men.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  W'estrand  ^lanufactur- 
ing  Company  of  (iaha,  and  owns  a  pleas- 
ant home  in  that  town,  which  was  erected 
1j\-  him  in  1891.  In  political  .sentiment  Air. 
Hilberg  is  a  Republican,  and  lis  now  ac- 
ceptably serving  h5s  second  term  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  village  board!.  He  is  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Swedish. Lu- 
theran Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
deaccm  f(_)r  about  twenty-three  years,  and 
jsuperintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  six- 
teen vears. 


SWAX    SWAXSOX. 

There  is  no  element  which  has  entered 
into  our  composite  national  fabric  which 
has  been  of  more  practical  strength,  value 
av,d  utility  than  that  furnished  by  the  sturdy, 
persevering  and  honorable  sons  of  Sweden, 
and  in  the  progress  of  our  Union  this  ele- 
ment has  played  an  important  part.  They 
have  also  taken  a  \ery  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  the  de\elopment  of  Henry 
■county  and  rank  among  its  best  citizens. 
Chief  among  these  is  Swan  Swanson,  one  of 
the  oldest  pioneers  of  the  Bishop  Hill  col- 
on}' and  the  only  sur\i\-ing  member  of  its 
original  trustees. 


A  native  6f  Helsingland,  Sweden,  he 
was  born  May  28,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of 
Swan  Olson,  a  farmer  of  that  country.  There 
the  parents  and  all  the  children  of  the  family 
died  with  exception  of  our  subject  and  his 
sister  Katrina,  who  came  to  America  some 
time  after  our  subject.  During  his  boy- 
hood ~Mv.  Swanson  recei\-ed  but  a  ^•er\■ 
limited  education,  only  learning  to  read  and 
write,  but  being  a  great  reader  of  good  lit- 
erature he  has  became  a  well-informed  man. 

Bidding  good-bye  to  home  and  family 
lie  came  to  the  new  world  in  1846.  making 
the  voyage  in  si.x  weeks,  which  was  cunsid- 
ered  a  quick  trip  at  that  time.  By  canal  and 
the  Great  Lakes  he  proceeded  fn.mi  Xew 
York  to  Chicago,  and  from  the  latter  city 
walked  to  Bishop  Hill.  He  came  with  the 
first  party  of  colonists,  consisting  of  sixty 
able-bodied  men,  whose  purpose  it  was  to 
prepare  homes  for  the  people  and  procure 
more  land  and  assist  in  getting  it  under  cul- 
tivation. There  were  about  eleven  hun- 
dred people  wh(i  left  Sweden  at  that  time, 
for  Bishop  Hill,  but  had  died  en  mute, 
and  others  died  from  exposure  during  the 
severe  winter  that  followed,  as  the  accom- 
modations were  not  sufficient  for  the  num- 
ber. This  part  of  the  county  was  then  all 
wild  and  unimproved.  The  colonists  erected 
a  sawmill  and  began  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  for  their  houses.  Later  lirick  were 
used  in  their  construction,  and  many  of  the 
buildings  erected  at  that  time  are  still  ^tand- 
irig.  It  was  one  of  the  duties  Lit  the  trus- 
tees to  appoint  men  to  superintend  each  de- 
partment in  the  colony,  and  Air,  Swanst^n 
was  assigned  to  the  mercantile  depart- 
ment, with  which  he  was  connected  for  ten 
years  while  the  colony  was  in  a  fiourishing 
condition.  In  i860,  after  some  dissension 
and  the  death  of  the  leader,  the  colonv  dis- 
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solved  and  he  embarked  in  merchandising 
on  his  own  account  in  partnership  with  Ja- 
cob Jacobson,  Sr.,  successfully  conducting 
a  general  store  until  1872.  They  also  pur- 
chased land  which  was  transformed  into 
valuable  farms  with  the  assistance  of  others, 
as  Mr.  Swanson  devoted  his  entire  attention 
to  his  commercial  interests.  After  twenty 
years  of  continuous  business  he  sold  his 
store  but  continues  to  engage  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  being  the  owner  of  about 
three  hundred  acres  of  well-improved  and 
highly-cultivated  land  in  W'eller  township. 
He  has  been  called  upon  to  settle  many  es- 
tates, some  of  them  involving  much  proper- 
ty, and  this  together  with  his  own  business 
interests  have  fully  occupietl  his  time. 

In  1848  ;\Ir.  Swanson  married  Miss 
Christina  Gabrielson,  who  died  in  1877, 
leaving  three  sons,  namely :  C.  Walter  is  a 
graduate  of  Eastman's  Business  College, 
of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  is  now 
succesfully  engaged  in  the,  millinery  bus- 
iness in  Galesburg.  E.  Linne  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Burlington  Business  College,  and  for 
ten  years  has  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising in  Bishop  Hill.  He  is  married  and 
has  one  daughter,  Evelyn  S.  John  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  common  schools  of  Geneseo,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  business  with  his  brother 
AN'alter  in  Galesburg.  Mr.  Swanson  was 
again  married,  in  1881,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Kate  Erickson,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Sweden,  by  whom  he  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Dorothy,  who  was  born  in  1890,  and  is 
now  attending  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  Swanson  is  public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive and  has  been  a  cheerful  supporter 
of  all  enterprises  which  he  believed  would 
prove  of  public  benefit.  He  gave  liberally 
toward  building  the  Rock  Island  &  Peoria 
railroad  through  Bishop  Hill  and  the  estab- 


lishment of  a  depot  at  that  place.  While 
engaged  in  merchandising  he  was  appoint- 
ed postmaster  in  1854  and  held  that  office 
until  he  sold  his  store  in  1872.  He  also 
served  as  school  treasurer  many  years;  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  new  school; 
and  was  a  trustee  for  almost  half  a  cen- 
tury, retiring  from  that  office  in  1900.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  village  board  and 
served  as  its  president  some  time.  Mr. 
Swanson  has  taken  a  decided  interest  in 
maintaining  and  promoting  anything  for  the 
advancement  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  and  is  a  liberal  subscriber  to  church 
work,  although  not  a  member  of  any  relig- 
ious denomination.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  quiet  and  unas- 
suming in  manner,  but  very  popular  with 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


LEWIS   W.   SLAUSON. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Henry  county 
uhose  success  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  their 
own  industry  and  business  ability  is  Lewis 
W.  Slauson,  a  prominent  farmer  residing 
on  section  19,  Clover  township,- whose  birth 
occurred  in  Albany  county.  New  York,  Au- 
gust I,  1838.  His  father,  Tryanson  Slauson, 
was  born  in  the  same  county,  in  1808,  and 
there  weddedi  Mary  Tenyck,  also  a  native  of 
Albany  county  and  of  German  ancestry. 
As  farming  people  they  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  the  county  of  their  nativity. 

Lewis  \\'.  Slauson  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  during  his  youth  assisted  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  fields  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  while  through  the  winter  sea- 
son he  attended  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.     On  leaving  home  in   1857, 
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at  tlie  age  of  nineteen  years,  lie  came  ti.i  Illi- 
liois  with  hiis  sister,  arrix'ing  in  Galesburg, 
Knox  county,  in  November  of  tliat  year. 
That  winter  he  attended  the  district  schools, 
and'  the  following  year  worked  on  a  farm 
in  Knox  comity  for  thirteen  dollars  per 
month.  He  next  engaged  in  farming  for 
himself  upon  a  rented  farm,  for  a  year,  hav- 
ing traded  for  an  old  team  of  horses  to  carry 
on  his  work.  The  following  season  he  again 
v.orked  by  the  month,  but  the  next  year  en- 
gaged in  farmiing,  and  then  again  was  in 
the  employ  of  others.  During  the  Ci\-il  war 
lie  operated  rented  land  and  in  the  meantime 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  partially  improved 
land  in  Clover  townsliip,  and  in  connection 
with  its  cultivation  also  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  rented  property.  Selling  his  farm  in 
1869  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  on  section  19,  Clover  township, 
v.here  he  now  resides.  To  the  further  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  this'  place  he 
devoted  his  energies  and  now  has  one  of 
the  best  farms  of  its  size  in  the  township. 
He  has  also  purchased  a  well  improved  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  a  mile  and 
a  half  east  of  \\'oodhull.  This  propert}- 
stands  as  a  monument  to  the  thrift  and  en- 
terprise of  the  owner,  whose  success  is  en- 
tirely due  to  his  own  well-directed  efforts 
and  the  assistance  of  his  estimable  wife,  who 
has  indeed  proved  a  true  helpmate  to  him. 
In  1866  Mr.  Slauson  was  married  in 
Henry  county  to  Miss  W'ilhelmina  Hough- 
ton, a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Houghton,  who  was  one  of  the? 
early  settlers  of  this  county.  She  was  only 
eleven  years  old  when  she  came  with  the 
family  to  Illinois,  and  at  that  early  age  act- 
ed as  her  father's  housekeeper.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Slauson  were  born  six  children,  but 
only  two  are  now  living,  namely:  Edith  and 


Caroline,  lioth  at  home.  Horace  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years;  Solon  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen ;  Ella  married  F.  Porter  Mc- 
Connell  audi  died  January  27,  1899;  and  one 
son  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Slauson  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  i860  and  1864,  but  later  he  supported  the 
Greenback  and  Peoples  party,  and  having 
always  been  a  strong  temperance  man  he  is 
now  identified  with  the  Prohibitionists.  For 
three  years  he  acceptably  filled  the  office  of 
township  assessor,  and  was  school  director 
for  twelve  years.  He  assisted  in  establish- 
ing the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
and  served  as  one  of  its  directors  for  six 
years.  He  has  always  taken  an  acti\-e  in- 
terest in  those  enterprises  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit,  and  given  his  sup- 
port to  all  measures  which  he  believed  for 
the  betterment  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives'.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  lodge  of  Woodhull,  in  which 
he  has  passed  all  the  chairs  and  is  now  past 
grand. 


WILLIA^I  S.  CHARLES. 

William  S.  Charles,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  prosperous  and'  substantial  farmers 
as  well  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Burns  township,  his  home  being  on  section 
T,2.  He  was  born  an  London,  England,  No- 
vember I,  1S13,  and  during  his  childhood 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Wales,  where  he 
was  reared  and  educated.  Determined  to 
try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world  where  he 
believed  that  better  opportunities  were  af- 
forded young  men  than  in  his  native  land, 
he  sailed  from  Liverpool  in  1830,  and  at 
length  landed  at  Sandy  Hook,  whence  he 
proceeded  to  New  York  City.     He  first  lo- 
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cated  in  a  small  town  in  the  Empire  state, 
where  he  engaged  in  farm(ing  for  a  Quaker 
until  1832,  and  then  came  to  Illinois.  He 
first  made  his  home  in  that  part  of  Knox 
county  now  'included  in  Stark  county. 

After  living  there  for  three  years,  April 
18,  1835,  Mr.  Charles  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Esther  Stoddard,  a  native 
of  Goshen,  Connecticut,  where  she  was  born, 
in  October,  181 7,  theirs  being  the  first  mar- 
riage celebrated  in  Stark  county.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children,  but  with 
one  exception  all  are  now  deceased.  They 
were  as  follows:  George,  born  May  14, 
1840,  was  buried  at  Galva;  Elizabeth,  born 
March  3,  1842,  is  living  in  Galva;  Frank. 
born  March  8.  1845,  is  also  buriedat  Gaha  : 
Rhoda,  born  February  28,  1848,  died  and  is 
buried  at  Murray,  Iowa;  and  Mary,  born 
May  15,  185 1,  is  buried  at  Galva. 

For  about  five  years  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Charles  was  engaged  in  farming  upon 
rented  land,  and  then  removed  to  Round 
Grove,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  what  is 
now  the  old  homestead.  To  this  he  added 
from  time  to  time  as  his  financial  resources 
permitted  until  he  had  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  very  \aluable  and  well-im- 
proved land.  He  made  his  home  thereon 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  died 
July  14,  1899.  His  wife  had  passed  away 
May  5,  1879,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Galva  cemetery.  They  were  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  community 
in  which  they  lived  and  justly  merited  the 
high  regard  in  which  they  were  held.  Air. 
Charles  always  affiliated  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  his  fellow  citizens,  recogniz- 
ing his  worth  and  ability,  calledi  upon  him 
to  serve  as  supervisor  two  terms,  and  school 
director  for  the  long  period  of  forty  yearSj 
being  actively  engaged   in   upbuilding  the 


school  interests  of  his  district,  and  was  an 
active  member  of  the  board  when  the  first 
school  house  was  built  and  also  the  present 
more  modern  structure.  He  was  also  an  ex- 
tensive stock  raiser.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  led  an  honor- 
able, upright  life,  consistent  with  his  pro- 
fessions. 


MRS.  LUCY  E.  HOUGHTON. 

Since  the  spring  of  1852  Mrs.  Lucy  E. 
Houghton  has  been  a  resident  of  Henry 
county,  and  has  made  her  home  in  W'ood- 
liull  fi  ir  the  past  twelve  years.  She  was  born 
in  Windham  county,  \'ermont,  on  the  6th 
of  December,  1825,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Johnson,  a  native  of  England,  who 
came  to  the  new  world  when  a  young  man 
and  located  in  the  Green  Mountain  state, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods,  carrying  on  business  at  Ches- 
ter for  many  years.  There  he  died  about 
1835.  He  had  married  Miss  Lucy  Olcott, 
a  native  of  \'ermont.  who  survived  him  a 
number  of  years  and  reared  their   family. 

Airs.  Houghton  passed  her  girlhood  at 
Chester  and  w-as  educated  in  its  schools. 
On  the  13th  of  November,  1845,  she  gave 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  Calvin  C.  Hough- 
ton, who  was  born  and  reared  in  Grafton, 
Vermont,  and  was  engaged  in  business  at 
Chester  for  some  years.  In  1850  he  came  to 
Illinois,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty acres  of  land  in  Clover  township,  Henry 
county,  after  wdiich  he  returned  to  Vermont, 
but  the  following  fall  he  again  came  to 
this  county,  making  the  journey  across 
the  country  in  a  buggy.  He  erected  a  little 
shanty  upon  his  land,  and  in  the  spring 
of   1852  was  joined  l)y  his   wife  and  two 
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children  wiio  were  Ixirn  in  Chester,  \'er- 
niont.  Tliey  h^■e(l  in  that  house  for  three 
years  and  then  removed  to  Galesburg, 
v/here  they  made  their  home  iov  the  same 
lengtii  of  time.  Air.  Houghton  going  back 
and  forth  to  manage  his  farm.  At  the  end 
of  three  \'ears  he  again  took  up  his  residence 
thereon,  and  to  the  original  purchase  added 
eighty  acres.  He  broke,  fenced  and  improved 
his  land,  and  in  its  operation  met  with 
most  excellent  success.  At  length  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  one  thousand  acres  in 
this  county,  and  also  had  nearly  two  thou- 
sand acres  in  Iowa.  In  connection  with 
farming  he  was  also  extensively  engaged  in 
raising  and  dealing  in  stock,  and  became 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  wealthy 
citizens  of  his  commttnity,  as  well  as  one  of 
its  popular  and  influential  citizens.  He  was 
public-spirited  and  progressive  and  gave 
his  support  to  all  enterprises  calculated  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  his  township  or 
county.  He  died  upon  his  farm  ]\Iay  lo, 
1874,  and  the  community  realized  that  it 
had  lost  one  of  its  valued  citizens. 

To  yiv.  and  )ilrs.  Houghton  were  born 
eight  children,  namely :  Curtis  moved  to 
Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  where  he  married 
Frances  Brooks  and  engaged  in  farming  un- 
til his  death  in  1893.  He  left  three  sons, 
Paul,  Glenn  and  Earl.  Henry  E.,  a  promi- 
nent farmer  and  business  man  of  this  county, 
is  represented  on  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume. Fred  J.,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Chad- 
ron,  Xeljra^ka,  married  Maggie  Benn  and 
has  two  children,  Inez  and  Manley.  Wini- 
fred is  the  wife  of  John  Oliver,  of  Jefferson 
county,  Iowa,  and  they  have  five  children, 
Henry,  Xed,  Clyde,  Fred  and  Ole.  Hugh, 
who  lives  on  a  ranch  in  Oelrichs,  South  Da- 
kota, married  Alice  Rebine  and  had  six  chil- 
dren :  Mabel ;  Fred,  who  died  at  the  age  of 


eleven  years ;  Lucy,  Jessie,  Ray  and  Kinley. 
Xellie  died  when  a  young  lady.  Jessie  died 
in  childhood.     Helen  died  in  infancy. 

After  Mr.  Houghton's  death  his  sou 
Henry  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  Mrs. 
Houghton  resided  thereon  until  1888,  when 
she  built  a  pleasant  residence  in  \\'oodhull 
and  has  since  made  it  her  home.  She  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  an  active  worker  in  both  church  and 
Sunday-school.  She  is  widely  known 
throughout  the  county  where  she  has  so  long 
made  her  home,  and  is  held  in  the  highest 
regard  by  her  many  friends. 


SAAIUEL  WATERS  ALLERTOX. 

One  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  Henry 
county,  but  who  makes  his  home  in  the  city 
of  Chicago,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
traces  his  ancestry  to  Isaac  Allerton,  who 
came  over  in  the  Mayflower,  in  1620.  Isaac 
."Vllerton  was  a  native  of  England,  and  was 
born  between  the  years  1583  and  1585,  the 
exact  date  being  unknown.  He  resided  in 
London  for  some  time  prior  to  his  remo^■al 
to  Holland  in  1609.  It  is  generally  admitted 
that  he  was  the  wealthiest  of  all  the  Pilgrims 
and  is  one  of  the  few  among  them  to  whom 
Bradford  and  other  contemporaneous  writers 
always  give  the  prefix  "Air."  which  in  those 
days  was  used  as  an  index  of  superior  fam- 
ily or  respectability.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  three  upon  whom  the  privilege  of  citizen- 
ship was  conferred  by  the  city  of  Leyden,  his 
associates  in  this  honor  being  \\'illiam  Brad- 
ford, afterwards  Governor  of  the  Plymouth 
colony,  and  Degory  Priest,  his  brother-in- 
law.  He  was  first  married  in  the  city  of 
Leyden,  X^'ovember  4,  161 1,  to  Mary  X'or- 
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ris.  of  Xe\vl)ury,  England,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  sailing  of  the  Mayflower  he  had  four 
children.  His  wife  died  February  25.  1621. 
In  1626,  he  married  Fear  Brewster,  daugh- 
ter of  Elder  \\'illiam  Brewster.  She  was  a 
woman  of  pleasing  appearance  and  of  a  pious 
disposition,  and  was  the  mother  of  Isaac  Al- 
lerton,  the  second  of  that  name,  from  whom 
the  Allerton  family  is  descended.  She  died 
in  1634,  while  his  death  occurred  in  1659. 

Samuel  \Y.  Allerton  is  of  the  ninth  gen- 
eration from  Isaac  Allerton,  of  whom  men- 
tion has  just  been  made.  He  was  born  at 
y\menia,  Dutchess  county,  Xew  York,  antl  is 
the  son  of  Samuel  W.  and  Hannah  (  Hurd  ) 
Allerton,  the  former  also  being  ;;  native  of 
Amenia,  born  December  5,  1875.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  Hurd, 
March  26,  1808.  She  was  born  in  South 
Dover.  Dutchess  county,  Xew  York,  aiul 
was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Rebecca  (Phillips)  Hurd,  her  father  being 
an  extensive  farmer  and  stock  dealer  in 
Amenia.  By  this  union  there  were  nine  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  were  living  in  January, 
1899,  at  a  combined  age  of  over  six  hundred 
and  thirty  years.  In  his  early  life,  Samuel 
W.  Allerton,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
studied  for  the  medical  profession,  but 
changing  his  mind,  he  learned  the  tailor's 
trade  and  became  a  merchant  tailor,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  carrieid  on  a  country 
store.  In  1828  he  was  one  of- the  promoters 
in  building  a  woolen  mill  and  establishing  a 
factory.  In  consequence  of  the  reduction 
of  the  tariff  in  1833,  nearly  all  the  manu- 
factories in  New  England  were  riuned,  and 
Mr.  Allerton  lost  nearly  all  his  fortune.  In 
1837  he  came  west  to  Iowa,  with  the  hope 
of  building  up  his  ruined  fortune,  but  was 
taken  sick  and  returned  to  his  eastern  home. 
In  1842  he  removed  to  Yates  county,  New 


^'ork,  where  he  rented  a  farm,  and  in  1848 
I)ought  a  farm  in  Wayne  county,  in  the  same 
state,  where  he  li\ed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  was  a 
Universalist  in  his  religious  belief,  and  lived 
to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-nine  years  and 
eight  months. 

Samuel  Waters  Allerton,  our  subject,  was 
but  seven  years  of  age  when  his  father  failed 
iri  business,  at  which  time  he  received  an  im- 
])ression  which  has  influenced  his  noble  life. 
While  the  sheriff  was  selling  his  father's 
property,  his  mother  shed  tears  when  two 
horses  which  had  been  highly  prized  were 
sold.  Putting  his  arms  around  his  mother's 
neck  he  told  her  that  he  would  be  a  man  and 
provide  for  lier.  In  after  life  he  kept  his 
promise.  He  was  the  youngest  of  the  nine 
children,  and  lived  at  .Amenia  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age.  but  commenced  to 
work  for  himself  when  he  \\-as  twelve  years 
old.  In  1842  he  went  to  Yates  county  with 
his  parents,  and  remained  with  them  until 
they  had  saved  enough  money  to  buy  the 
farm  in  W'ayne  county.  With  his  brother 
Henry,  he  then  rented  a  farm  and  maide  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars,  which  they  invested  in 
a  farm  in  Wayne  county,  leaving  still  three 
thousand  dollars  unpaid. 

Renting  another  farm,  IVIr.  Allerton  be- 
gc.n  its  cultivation,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
years  had  saved  up  thirty-two  hundred  dol- 
lars. He  then  went  to  Newark,  where  he 
worked  with  his  brothers  on  their  farm,  and 
traded  in  a  small  way  in  live  stock,  in  Wayne 
county.  On  his  return  from  Albany  and 
New  York,  where  he  had  gone  with  some 
stock,  he  said  to  his  brother  Henry :  "I  be- 
lieve I  know  as  much  as  the  dealers  I  met, 
and  as  we  now  have  the  farm  paid  for  and 
three  thousand  dollars  in  money,  I  will  set- 
tle with  you,  you  taking  the  farm,  and  I  tak- 
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ing  the  money."  His  brother  repHed :  "If 
you  continue  as  you  are,  in  a  few  years  you 
will  own  the  best  farm  in  this  country;  but 
it  you  wish  to  try  the  live  stock  trade,  Wl 
right.  We  will  settle  on  this  basis.  This 
i^^  all  the  advice  I  have  to  give  you.  You 
will  run  across  smart  and  tricky  men,  but 
thev  always  die  poor.  Make  a  name  and 
character  for  yourself,  and  you  are  sure  to 
win." 

The  first  hundred  cattle  Samuel  bought 
after  dissolving  partnership  with  his  brother, 
he  sold  in  New  York  at  a  loss  of  seven  hun- 
dred dollars.  This  made  him  sick,  but  calling 
on  an  elderly  uncle  who  had  made  a  success 
in  life,  he  was  told  by  his  uncle,  "My  boy, 
you  are  pretty  sick,  but  don't  lose  your  cour- 
age. I  never  found  but  one  dead  sure  thing, 
and  that  was  hoeing  corn  at  fifty  cents  a 
da)-.  If  you  make  money,  you  must  some- 
times lose  it.     Try  it  over." 

About  this  time  women  had  burned  a 
number  of  liridges  on  the  Erie  railroad  be- 
cause the  trains  would  not  stop  for  dinner. 
Going  to  Erie,  Mr.  Allerton  purchased  one 
hundred  head  of  cattle  wdiich  he  shipped  to 
to  New  York  over  the  Erie  railroad,  and 
whicii  on  account  of  the  burned  bridges  had 
tc  be  unloaded  and  driven  to  Dunkirk,  where 
they  were  re-shipped.  On  his  arrival  he 
fcnind  the  market  short  on  cattle,  and  his 
Acnture  netted  him  three  thousand  dollars, 
which  gave  him  new  courage.  He  then 
drifted  west  and  for  one  year  fed  and  raised 
cattle  in  Fulton  county,  Illinois.  The  finan- 
cial panic  which  swept  over  the  country  at 
this  time  wiped  out  alwut  all  the  capital  he 
had,  aiitil  becoming  ill,  he  concluded  that  he 
could  not  stand  the  western  climate.  Re- 
turning cast,  he  bought  an  interest  in  a  store 
vith  his  bmlher  in  Newark,  New  York,  and 
for  a  short  lime  engaged  in  the  mercantile 


luisiness.  Selling  goods,  however,  was  not 
agreeable  to  hiiu,  as  he  desired  to  deal  on  a 
larger  scale. 

^\■hile  residing  in  Illinois,  he  had  met  a 
daughter  of  Astor  C.  Thompson,  of  Fulton 
county,  that  state.  Having  regained  his 
health,  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  store,  and 
gathering  together  what  money  he  had  left, 
and  borrowing  five  thousand  dollars,  he 
again  came  west,  the  young  lady  in  Fulton 
county  being  the  principal  attraction.  On 
his  arrival  there  he  traded  a  little,  but  in 
March,  i860,  he  went  to  Chicago,  which  has 
since  continued  to  be  his  home.  On  the  ist 
of  July,  i860,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Pamilla  M.  Thompson,  at  Peoria, 
Illinois,  and  with  his  young  bride  returned 
to  Chicago,  "where  the  world  turned  around 
every  twenty-four  hours,"  and  which  was 
the  proper  place  in  which  to  trade. 

On  coming  to  Chicago,  Mr.  Allerton 
commenced  to  buy  and  sell  live  stock  in  a 
small  way,  there  being  then  no  general  mar- 
ket in  the  city,  except  for  a  short  time  dur- 
ing the  winter.  Shippers  generally  took  their 
live  stock  to  the  eastern  markets.  About 
this  time  there  was  a  decided  break  in  the 
Chicago  market,  and  Mr.  Allerton  desired  to 
buy,  but  having  formed  no  connection  with 
any  bank  here,  the  question  was  how  to  get 
money.  Among  his  few  acquaintances  in 
Chicago  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Tobey, 
whom  he  asked  to  take  him  to  a  bank  and 
identify  him.  Mr.  Tobey  was  willing  to  do 
this,  but  he  said  that  he  could  not  guarantee 
anything.  He  was  assured  by  IVIr.  Allerton 
that  he  only  wished  to  be  identified,  and  that 
he  would  arrange  the  balance.  He  was 
taken  to  the  bank  of  George  Smith,  and  on 
being  introduced,  said  to  Mr.  Willard,  "If 
I  will  pay  for  three  telegrams,  one  to  Hal- 
stead,  Chamberlain  &  Co.,  asking  if  they  will 
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pay  my  draft ;  one  to  your  own  correspond- 
ent, to  ascertain  if  Halstead,  Chamberlain 
&  Co.  are  all  right ;  and  one  to  my  own  bank 
to  assure  you  that  I  am  all  right,  can  I  come 
down  to-morrow  and  sell  you  a  sight  draft?" 
He  replied  "Yes."  Mr.  Allerton  went  back 
to  the  stock  yards  and  bought  all  the  hogs 
in  the  market,  and  went  down  with  a  draft 
for  eighty  thousand  dollars,  asking  Mr.  Will- 
ard  if  he  had  received  replies  to  his  telegrams. 
His  answer  was  that  he  had,  and  that  the 
replies  were  favorable.  Mr.  Allerton  handed 
him  the  draft,  and  was  told  that  they  could 
not  discount  so  large  a  draft  on  telegrams, 
and  that  he  had  supposed  that  he  would  not 
want  more  than  five  thousand  dollars.  Mr. 
Allerton  said,  "You  know  'Sh.  Tobey,  and 
you  certainly  do  not  think  that  he  would  in- 
troduce a  thief  to  you." 

Mr.  Willard,  however,  would  not  dis- 
count the  draft,  and  Mr.  Allerton  found  him- 
self in  a  position  where  he  must  have  money, 
Init  what  to  do  he  did  not  knovr.  Leaving 
the  bank,  he  accidentally  met  a  man  fn>m 
Syracuse,  New  York,  and  acked  him  if  he 
was  acquainted  with  any  banks  in  Chicago, 
and  was  told  that  he  knew  Aikens  &  Norton. 
He  was  taken  to  them  and  introduced.  Mr. 
Aiken  looked  over  the  telegrams  and  signi- 
fied his  willingness  to  comply  with  Mr.  Aller- 
ton's  request,  but  that  he  would  have  to 
charge  one  per  cent,  for  the  use  of  the  money. 
In  this  way  Mr.  Allerton  became  a  customer 
of  Aikens  &  Norton.  The  Civil  war  broke 
out  and  the  nation  needed  money.  Con- 
gress passed  the  National  Bank  Act,  issuing 
bonds  to  secure  the  circulation.  This  was 
regarded  by  Mr.  Allerton  as  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  toward  a  national  currency, 
as  the  nation  had  never  had  anything  but 
"red  dog"  and  "bob-tailed"  currency.  To 
start  a  national  bank  would  aid  the  govern- 
ment and  give  the  people  an  uniform  cur- 


rency, but  for  some  reason  the  people  seemed 
slow  to  start  National,  banks.  Mr.  Allerton 
asked  Mr.  Aikens  why  he  did  not  start  one, 
and  was  answered,  "because  he  feared  he 
could  not  get  the  stock  taken."  Mr.  Allerton 
said  that  he,  with  five  other  men,  would  take 
ten  thousand  dollars  each.  In  this  way  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Chicago,  one  of  the 
strongest  financial  institutions  in  the  coun- 
try, was  started. 

By  his  union  with  Pamilla  W.  Thomp- 
son; two  children  were  born.  Kate  Ben- 
nett, born  June  10,  1863,  married  Dr.  Fran- 
cis Sydney  Papin,  October  14,  1885,  and 
after  his  death  she  married  Hugo  R.  John- 
son. Robert  Henry,  liorn  March  20,  1873. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died,  and  Mr. 
Allerton  later  married  her  sister,  Agnes  C. 
Thompson,  the  marriage  ceremony  being 
solemnized  March  15,  1882.  They  now 
reside  in  a  beautiful  home  on  Prairie  ave- 
nue, Chicago. 

IMr.  Allerton  has  been  a  very  successful 
Imsiness  man  and  is  well  known  throughout 
the  state  and  nation.  He  wrote  the  first 
letter  published  in  the  Chicago  Tribune  in 
favor  of  organizing  the  Union  Stock  Yards, 
so  as  to  bring  all  buyers  and  sellers  together, 
which  has  made  it  the  greatest  live  stock 
market  in  the  world,  and  also  made  Chicago 
a  money  center.  He  always  had  the  desire 
t  1  own  a  farm,  when  he  succeeded  in  ac- 
cumulating enough  money.  His  desire  has 
certainly  been  gratified,  and  he  is  to-day  one 
of  the  largest  farmers  in  the  country  who 
cultivates  his  own  land,  cultivating  about 
fortv  thousand  acres  in  the  very  best  man- 
ner. He  is  said  to  have  a  hobby  for  pur- 
chasing poorly  productive  lands,  and  by  cul- 
tivation "makes  them  blossom  as  a  rose." 
He  has  large  interests  in  ranches  and  gold 
mines,  and  has  lands  in  Dakota,  Nebraska, 
Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania 
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rriid  Xew  York,  and  has  ahva\-s  been  inter- 
ested in  the  live  stock  trade,  and  continues 
to  shi])  live  stock  to  Xew  York  and  England. 
Mr.  Allerton  received  his  early  political 
education  from  Henry  Clay  and  Horace 
Greeley,  and  has  always  been  a  strong  be- 
-  lie\er  in  a  protecti\-e  tariff  and  free  schools. 
He  remembers  that  in  the  campaign  of  1844, 
when  Henry  Clay  was  a  candidate  for  the 
presidency,  tlie  issue  was,  "Shall  we  put  a 
tariff  on  iron  and  inaugurate  free  schools?" 
The  Democrats  said  that  "a  tariff'  would 
build  up  home  monopolies  and  free  schools 
would  be  a  burden  and  a  tax  on  the  people," 
Clav  replied,  "Give  the  people  free  schools 
so  as  to  increase  their  intelligence,  their 
energy  and  industry,  and  home  competition 
would  reduce  the  price  of  iron."  It  was 
then  one  hundred  dollars  a  ton.  Remember- 
ing the  words  of  Henry  Clay,  and  believing 
the  free  school  system  has  made  this  great 
nation.  3ilr,  Allerton,  by  gi\'ing  the  land, 
has  had  school  houses  built  on  each  of  his 
farms.  Since  the  organization  of  the  party, 
he  has  been  a  stalwart  Republican  and  has 
been  mentioned  and  his  election  advocated 
by  some  of  the  best  newspapers  and  best 
citizens  of  the  state  for  the  high  office  of 
United  States  Senator.  That  he  would 
honor  the  office  and  the  people  of  the  state, 
goes  without  question.  He  once  ran  for 
mayor  of  Chicago  in  the  interest  of  civil  ser- 
vice, with  no  pledges  to  any  one.  His  desire 
v.as  to  give  the  city  an  hduest,  clean  adminis- 
tration. The  office  would  have  l)ecn  nn  honor 
to  him  but  he  would  have  honored  the  office. 
It  was  his  intention  to  employ  the  best  engin- 
eers in  the  country  to  settle  the  vexed  ques- 
tion of  engineering,  and  in  all  departments 
of  the  city  government  to  put  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place,  irrespective  of  politics. 
He  carried  the  north  division  of  the  citv,  and 


the  other  intelligent  wards,  but  was  beaten 
by  a  sharp  political  trick  of  his  opponent, 

Mr,  Allerton  believes  that  all  men  should 
try  to  lead  a  successful  life.  This  he  owes 
to  himself,  his  friends  and  his  people.  He 
believes  that  young  men  to-day  have  a  better 
opportunities  for  advancement  than  when  he 
was  a  bo}-,  and  that  they  have  better  teachers 
and  better  schools.  Labor  is  higher  and  the 
necessities  of  life  are  cheaper,  and  therefore 
the  opportunities  are  much  greater  for  suc- 
cess. His  life  is  certainly  an  object  lesson 
for  tlie  young  men  of  to-day,  and  he  certainly 
deserves  all  the  honor  which  he  receives. 


:MILT0X    TRICKLE. 

This  worthy  citizen  of  Atkinson  town- 
ship, whose  home  is  on  section  27,  was  one 
of  the  Ixiys  in  -blue  who  fought  so  valiantly 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Uni(_)n  during  the 
dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  A  native  of  Illi- 
nois, he  was  born  in  Stark  county,  June  11, 
1S39,  and  throughout  life  has  been  actively 
identified  with  the  interests  of  this  section  of 
the  state,  his  name  being  inseparably  con- 
nected with  agricultural  affairs, 

Edward  Trickle,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Anne  Arundel  county, 
Maryland,  June  12,  1807,  and  belonged  to 
an  old  and  honored  family  of  that  state  which 
was  of  Scotch  origin.  About  1812  the 
grandfather,  Christopher  Trickle,  removed 
with  his  family  to  Ohio,  wliere  he  died,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  a  fort  with  the 
soldiers,  Edward  Trickle  grew  to  manhood 
in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  and  there  married 
Rebecca  Miller,  a  native  of  Xorthumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  was  also 
a  pi(jneer  of  Ashland  county.  Ohio. 
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In  1836  the  family  came  to  Illinois,  and 
remained  on  Spoon  river  in  Peoria  county, 
one  winter,  where  the  father  made  a  Ii\-ing 
by  hunting.  In  1838  he  located  on  the 
prairie  in  Stark  county,  where  from  a  tract 
of  wild  land  he  developed  a  good  farm.  He 
became  the  owner  of  a  large  amount  of  land 
in  different  places,  aggregating  about  eight 
hundred  acres.  He  had  quarter-sections  on 
sections  2"/,  28,  n  and  34,  Atkinson  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  includ'ing  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  where  our  subject  now  resides. 
He  continued  his  residence  in  Stark  county, 
however,  throughout  life,  and  died  on  the 
old  homestead  May  20,  1897,  when  nearly 
ninety  years  of  age.  His  wife  departed  this 
life  in  December,  1889.  In  the  family  of 
this  worthy  couple  were  four  sons  and  ii\e 
daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  man  and 
womanhood,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
daughter  and  one  son  all  still  survive. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Stark  county 
JMilton  Trickle  passed  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  much  the  manner  of 
farmer  box's  in  a  frontier  settlement,  aiding 
■in  the  arduous  task  of  transforming  the  wild 
land  into  rich  and  productive  fields,  while 
he  attended  the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. His  early  education  was  supple- 
mented by  one  winter's  attendance  at  the 
seminary  in  Toulon.  Feeling  that  his  coun- 
try needed  his  services,  he  enlisted  in  1862, 
in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth 
Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry,  which  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  later 
transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  un- 
der command  of  General  Sherman.  His  com- 
pany was  commanded  by  Captain  Hender- 
son, who  later  became  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment. ]\Ir.  Trickle  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Philadelphia.  Tennessee,  and  Campbell's 
Station,   the   siege  of   Knoxville,    and    the 


engagements  at  Bean  Station,  Kelley's  Ford 
and  Fair  Garden,  besides  many  skirmishes 
Later  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Buzzard's 
Roost,  and  then  joined  Sherman's  command 
in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  took  part  in 
the  severe  battle  at  Resaca.  Georgia,  and 
was  under  fire  alm(_)St  every  day  for  some 
time.  For  a  few  weeks  he  was  confined  in 
the  hospital  on  account  of  illness,  and  on 
his  recovery  rejoined  his  regiment  in  North 
Carolina,  and  under  command  of  General 
Schofield  went  to  Greensboro,  that  state, 
where  the  regiment  remained  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  There  ^Ir.  Trickle  was  mustered 
out,  and  was  honorabl}-  discharged  at  Chi- 
cago, June  22,  1865. 

Returning  to  Stark  county,  he  lived  with 
his  father  until  his  marriage.  March  11, 
1866,  when  Miss  Druzilla  Shivvers  became 
his  wife.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Ohio, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Hopkin  Shivvers.  To 
our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  four 
children,  namel}' :  Rub_\-  G.  is  the  wife  of 
George  Taylor,  of  T<jidiin.  by  whom  she  has 
one  child,  Xorris;  Jean  Edward,  who  took 
a  three  years'  course  at  the  naval  academy 
in  Annapolis,  Maryland,  and  is  now  serving 
as  assistant  postmaster  of  Easton,  Maryland, 
is  married  and  has  a  daughter,  Aneta; 
Florence  E.  'is  at  home  with  her  parents; 
and  Onawa}-  Earl  is  a  telegraph  operator  in 
Nebraska. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Trickle  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  farm,  and  at  once 
began  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  He 
has  erected  thereon  a  good  set  of  farm  build- 
ings, including  a  very  comfortable  residence. 
His  fine  farm  consists  of  two  hundred  acres 
adjoining  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village 
of  Atkinson  and  is  one  of  the  most  desiral:)le 
places  of  its  size  in  the  township.  He  ci'>n- 
tinued   to   actively   engage   in    farming  and 
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stock  raising  until  1895,  wlien  he  rented  his 
land  and  has  since  Hved  retired,  though  he 
still  lives  upon  his  farm  and  attends  to  keep- 
ing the  things  about  the  place. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  ballot 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860,  'Slv.  Trickle 
has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
has  never  cared  for  political  honors.  He  has, 
however,  efficiently  served  as  road  commis- 
sioner, 'School  trustee  and  school  director, 
and  has  been  a  delegate  to  count\"  and  con- 
gressional conventions  of  his  part}'.  He  is 
an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  post 
at  Annawan,  and  at  vne  time  held  mem- 
bership with  the  Alodern  Woodmen  of 
America.  Having  been  a  resident  of  this 
section  of  the  state  for  over  sixty-one  years. 
Mr.  Trickle  has  seen  almost  its  entire  de- 
velopment. He  well  remembers  when  large 
herds  of  deer  were  often  seen,  and  other  wild 
game  was  plent_\- ;  when  there  were  no  rail- 
roads, telegraphs  or  telephones ;  and  when 
nearly  all  the  land  was  still  in  its  primitive 
condition.  In  the  work  of  development  and 
progress  he  has  ever  borne  his  part,  and  is 
accounted  one  of  the  most  useful  and  valued 
citizens  of  his  communitv. 


HO.\.  THO.MAS  XOWERS. 

I'roliably  no  man  in  Henry  county  is 
ir.ore  widely  known  or  occupies  a  more  prom- 
inent position  in  business  circles  than  Hon. 
Thomas  Xowers.  chairman  of  the  county 
board  of  supervisors  and  president  of  the 
Bank  of  Atkinson.  .\  natixe  of  Xew  York, 
ht  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  Februarv 
iJ,  18.^4.  and  is  a  .son  of  Thomas  and  De- 
cinia  (Foster)  Xowers.  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  England,  though  they  were  mar- 
ried in  Xew  York  state. 


In  early  life  the  father  learned  the  dry- 
goods  business,  which  he  folltiwed  omtin- 
uously  until  his  emigration  to  America,  re- 
cei\'ing  no  hi_)lidays.  It  was  in  1830  that 
lie  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  a  sailing  \essel, 
landing  in  Xew  "S'ork  after  ten  weeks  spent 
upon  the  water.  After  a  short  time  spent  in 
that  city  he  went  to  Oneida  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  operated  a 
sawmill,  shipping  his  products  to  Albany  by 
canal  boat.  Coming  west  in  1849.  h^  ^^'^^ 
located  in  Mercer  county.  Illinois,  which 
was  then  but  sparsely  settled,  and  there  he 
followed  farming  for  two  years.  He  next 
conducted  a  tavern  in  Moline  for  the  same 
length  of  time,  it  being  known  as  the  Moline 
House.  The  old  building  is  still  standing. 
Mr.  X'owers  made  his  home  in  that  city  un- 
til coming  to  Henry  county  in  1856,  when  he 
located  on  a  farm  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of 
where  the  village  of  Atkinson  now  stands, 
and  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1862.  He  then  removed  to  the  village 
and  turned  his  attention  to  the  grain,  lum- 
ber and  mercantile  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  until  his  retirement  from 
active  business  on  the  ist  of  January,  1866. 
He  was  every  ready  to  aid  any  worthy  enter- 
prise for  the  good  of  his  commimit}'.  and 
the  poor  and  needy  always  fijund  in  him  a 
friend.  For  several  years  he  efficientl}'  ser\ed 
as  supervisor  of  Atkinson  township,  and 
held  the  office  of  highway  commissioner  for 
fifteen  years.  He  was  born  in  Kent  county, 
England,  August  24.  1805,  and  died  May 
26.  1888.  while  his  wife  was  born  October 
2(>,  1807,  and  died  iMarch  22.  1875. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  nine 
children,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being  as  follows :  Thomas  is  the  old- 
est of  the  family.  John  F.  is  engaged  in 
business  as  a  partner  <-if  our  subject.     Will- 
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iam  first  married  Helen  Scott  and  alter  lier 
death  wedded  Elizabeth  Roberts  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Atkinson  township. 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  H.  L.  Lyon,  who  is 
engaged  in  general  mercantile  and  Inmber 
Inisiness  in  Atkinson,  occnpying  the  store 
built  by  our  subject  and  his  brother  in  the 
fall  of  1865.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Richard 
Walters  and  a  resident  of  Atkinson.  Louisa 
ij  the  wife  oi  William  A.  Mussey,  a  grain 
dealer  of  Atkinson.  James  was  formerly  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Cornwall  tt)wnship, 
Init  is  niiw   li\ing  retired  in  Atkinson. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  recei\ed  Init 
a  limited  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Vienna,  Oneida  county.  New  York,  but  has 
gained  a  good  practical  knowledge  by  read- 
ing and  observation  in  later  years.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  began  his  business  career 
as  a  farm  laborer,  and  after  coming  to  Illi- 
nois aided  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm  in  Mercer  county.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Moline  he  had  charge  of  the  li\ery 
stable  which  his  father  conducted  in  con- 
nection with  his  tavern.  In  1856  he  rented 
a  farm  with  his  father  in  Atkinson  township, 
this  county,  but  after  spending  one  summer 
here  he  returned  to  MolinS  in  the  fall  and 
accepted  a  position  as  traveling  collector  for 
a  manufacturer,  his  territory  covering  twen- 
ty-six counties  in  Iowa.  Three  days  was 
the  longest  he  was  out  of  the  saddle  for  six 
months,  doing  all  his  traveling  on  horse- 
back. He  remained  in  that  employ  for  one 
year,  and  would  often  be  on  the  road  for 
three  or  four  weeks  at  a  time,  carrying  all 
the  currency  collected  by  him  on  his  per- 
son. Later  he  was  with  the  McCormick 
Reaper  Company  as  agent  and  can\asse(I 
Henry,  fiercer  and  Rock  Island  ctjunties. 
Illinois,  .^fter  three  years  spent  with  that 
firm  he  was  taken  int(j  the  office,  where  as 


accountant  and  bookkeeiier  he  remained  the 
same  length  of  time. 

Returning  to  Atkinson  in  1863.  Mr. 
-Vowers  entered  into  business  with  his  fa- 
ther, remaining  with  him  until  the  latter"s 
retirement,  when  his  brother.  John  P.,  and 
brother-in-law,  H.  L.  Lyon,  purchased  the 
father's  interest.  Business  was  conducted 
under  the  firm  name  of  Xowers  Brothers 
when  our  subject  anil  his  brother  sold  out 
to  Lyon  &  Ransom,  who  still  carry  on  the 
store.  In  connection  with  general  mercan- 
tile business  the  brothers  had  also  engaged 
in  the  im])lement  and  lumber  business,  and 
ha\e  conducted  a  general  banking  business 
since  the  Jst  of  April,  1881.  As  dealers 
in  live  stock  they  have  done  an  extensive 
business  since  1864  and  have  shipped  as 
high  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  carloads  a 
year  and  now  average  se\enty-five  carloads. 
Our  subject  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Farmers  National  Bank-  of  Geneseo,  of 
w  liich  he  was  a  director  for  ten  years.  Be- 
sides liis  property  in  Atkinson  he  owns  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  adjoining  the  village, 
and  also  owns  another  eighty-acre  tract  else- 
where  in  Atkinson  township. 

In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  has  taken  a  very  prominent 
part  in  public  affairs.  Soon  after  attaining 
his  majority  he  was  elected  township  clerk 
in  Rock  Island  county,  and  in  1866  w'as 
elected  supervisor  of  Atkinson  township, 
this'  county,  which  office  he  has  now  most 
creditably  filled  for  twenty-five  years.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  building  committee 
when  the  court  house  was  erected,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  board  he  appointed  the 
committee  to  erect  the  soldiers"  monument  at 
Cambridge,  which  was  completed  at  a  cost 
■  of  eight  thousand  dollars  and  is  a  credit  to 
the  countv.     He  was  chairman  of  the  finance 
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committee  for  a  numlaer  of  years,  and  for 
the  past  five  years  lias  lieen  cliairman  of  the 
l5(iartl.  He  has  Ijeen  a  delegate  to  state  and 
county  conventions  of  his  party,  and  in  1883 
was  elected  to  the  state  legislature.  So  ac- 
ceptably did  he  fill  that  position  that  he  was 
re-elected  in  1885,  and  while  a  memljer  of 
the  assemhl}-  he  served  on  the  ftillowing 
committees:  townsliij)  and  county  organiza- 
ti<ins.  hanking,  claims  and  militia.  One  year 
he  was  a  member  (if  the  committee  on  state 
charitable  institutions  and  took  a  very  active 
I)art  in  its  work.  During  that  time  about 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  expended 
on  enterprises.  He  was  one  of  the  five  mem- 
bers of  the  house  who  had  in  charge  the 
bill,  which  was  afterward  taken  up  by  Gov- 
ernor Fifer,  then  in  the  senate  and  two  other 
senators,  appropriating  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  erection  of  the  insane 
hospital  at  Kankakee,  which  is  to-day  one 
of  the  best  institutions  in  the  state.  While 
in  the  legislature  Mr.  Xowers  took  an  active 
part  in  the  passage  of  the  high  license  bill, 
and  was  also  instrumental  in  passing  the 
general  election  law  now  in  force.  His  pub- 
he  and  his  private  life  are  alike  above  re- 
pmach.  for  his  career  has  e\'er  been  one 
characterized  by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty, 
and  he  receives  and  merits  the  high  regard 
of  the  entire  communitv. 


PAUL  L.  JOHXSOX. 

Prominent  among  the  ^uccessful  busi- 
ness men  of  Bishop  Hill  is  this  well-known 
hardware  merchant,  who  was  liorn  at  that 
place,  June  _'_>,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
B.  Johnson,  one  of  the  colonists,  who  set- 
tled here  in  1850  after  a  long  and  tedious 
journey  of  three  months'  duration.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Sweden  and  there  he 


was  first  married,  but  his  wife  and  five 
children  died  while  on  their  way  to  join 
the  colony  at  Bishop  Hill.  The  only  sur- 
viving child  was  Catherine,  who  married 
Jonas  Olson,  who  died  November  18,  189S, 
aged  ninety-si.x.  She  resides  in  Bishop 
Hill.  On  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Johnson  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  wagon  making  until  the 
colony  disbanded  in  i860,  when  he  com- 
menced farming  upon  the  land  which  fell 
to  his  lot,  and  tij  which  he  added  until  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  owned  a  fine  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Weller 
township,  which  was  improved  by  him.  He 
was  a  man  of  powerful  build  and  was  recog- 
nized as  the  giant  of  the  colony.  Religiously 
he  was  of  the  Second  Adventist  faith,  and 
politically  was  a  Republican.  He  was  in- 
terested in  maintaining  good  schools  in  his 
district,  and  efficiently  served  as  school  di- 
rector. After  an  active,  busy  and  useful 
life  he  passed  away  in  1891,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  j-ears,  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  hira.  In  the  colony  he 
married  Miss  Britta  Jonsdotter,  who  was 
also  born  in  Sweden,  in  1827,  and  came  with 
the  colonists  to  this  country  in  1850.  By 
this  union  were  born  three  sons  and  six 
daughters,  of  whom  one  daughter  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  are  John  E.,  a  farmer 
(ifWeller  township;  Olof  W.,  who  lives  on 
the  old  home  place  in  the  same  township; 
Paul  L.,  our  subject;-  Matilda,  wife  of  John 
Xordstrom  of  Weller  township;  Olive  M. 
who  li\es  on  the  home  farm  with  her  mother 
and  brother;  Pauline,  wife  of  Jonas  Ber- 
gren.  of  Weller  township:  Emma  C.  wife  of 
Jonas  Linfors  of  the  same  township:  and 
Lottie  B.,  wife  of  Peter  G.  Gergien,  of 
\\'eler  township. 

During  boyhood    Paul    L.   Johnson    at- 
tended the  common  school  near  his  home, 
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and  also  took  up  liigher  mathematics  and 
bookkeeping  .under  private  instruction,  thus 
Avell  fitting  himself  for  a  business  career. 
He  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father 
in  the  labors  of  tlie  farm  until  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1882,  to  -Miss  Amanda  Johnson,  who 
died  July  28,  1887,  leaving  three  sons,  Ros- 
well  M.,  Clarence  R.  and  LeRoy,  who  have 
since  found  homes  with  relatives.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  again  married,  December  24, 
1890,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Emma  A.  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Bishop 
Hill,  May  19.  1868.  and  was  a  stuflent  of 
the  Galva  high  school,  after  wiiich  she  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  the  township  and  vil- 
lage schools.  Her  father,  Olof  Olson,  one 
of  the  colonists,  is  still  living  in  Weller 
township.  His  other  children  are  Jennie  V., 
■wife  of  E.  L.  Swanson.  postmaster  at  Bishop 
Hill,  and  Henry  G..  at  home. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Johnso  n 
engaged  in  farming  for  himself  until  his  first 
wife  died,  when  he  removed  to  Bishop  Hill 
and  opened  a  repair  and  blacksmith  shoji. 
Seeing  the  needs  of  the  people  he  in- 
creased his  business,  and  now  carries  a  full 
line  of  shelf  and  heaxy  hardware,  stoves, 
ranges,  farm  machiner}-.  wagons,  buggies, 
jnimps,  etc..  his  stock  lieing  valued  at  four 
thousand  dollars,  while  his  annual  Inisiness 
amounts  to  ten  thousand.  He  purchased  a 
lot  and  erected  thereon  the  building  which 
he  now  occupies.  To  his  own  diligence, 
enterprise,  and  good  management  is  due 
his  success  in  life. 

In  politics  'Mv.  Johnson  has  always  been 
associated  with  the  independent  party;  has 
been  a  delegate  to  several  county  conven- 
tions, and  in  1888  was  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional convention  of  the  People's  party  at 
Cincinnati.  Two  years  later  he  was  a  can- 
didate on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  countv 


clerk,  and  was  defeated  by  the  Republican 
candidate,  who  had  a  majority  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  votes',  while  the  county 
usually  has  a  two  thousand  Republican  ma- 
jority. For  several  years  he  was  trustee  of 
the  village  and  is  now  president  of  the  board, 
which  office  he  has  held  for  two  years.  He 
also  served  as  town  clerk  two  years.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Good  Templars,  of  which  he  was 
chief  templar  for  three  years:  and  also  be- 
longs to  the  Modern  Woodmen  Camp,  No. 
1042,  of  which  he  is  \-enerable  consuK  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  man- 
agers. Mr.  Johnson  assisted  in  incorporat- 
ing what  is  known  as  the  Voluntary  Do- 
native Society  in  1889^  with  a  capital  of 
twelve  hundred  dollars.  The  principal  now 
amounts  to  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
in  notes  and  farm  property,  all  of  which  has 
been  obtained  by  donations,  it  being  the  ob- 
ject of  the  society  to  support  the  poor  of 
Bishop  Hill  and  Weller  town.ship.  Its  of- 
ficers are  C.  (j.  Falk.  president:  Martin 
Johnson,  vice-president:  John  Soderc|uist. 
treasurer:  and  Paul  L.  Johnson,  secretary. 
They  have  already  done  an  excellent  work. 
Our  subject  is  also  president  of  the  Bishop 
Hill  Telephone  Company,  a  local  organiza- 
tion. For  sexenteen  years  he  was  a  corres- 
pondent of  the  local  papers,  and  has  also 
made  contributions  to  a  number  of  city  pa- 
pers. He  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and 
best  informed  citizens  of  his  community, 
and  is  quite  popular  both  in  business  and 
social   circles. 


WILLIAM   LAXDWEHR. 

Among  the  most  popular  and  influential 
citizens  of  the  northeastern  part  of  Henry 
countv  is  William  Landwehr,    one    of    the 
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leadinsj  Ixisiness  men  of  Hooppole.  A  na- 
tive of  Illinois,  he  was  born  near  Wheeling, 
Cook  county,  January  2T,.  1854.  and  is  a  son 
of  Diedrick  and  Louisa  ( Xelker)  Land- 
wehr,  l>i)tli  nati\es  oi  Germany,  the  former 
Ijorn  in  Hanover.  July  5.  1820.  the  latter 
near  Bremen.  ]\Iay  i.  1824.  On  coming  to 
America  in  1840.  the  father  first  located  in 
Syracuse.  Xew  ^''>rk.  hut  after  spending  a 
short  time  in  that  city  he  removed  to  \\'heel- 
ing.  Illinois,  after  remaining  a  short  time 
in  Chicago.  Later  he  lived  in  Des  Plaines, 
Cook  county,  until  coming  to  Henry  county, 
in  1 86 1,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  on 
section  ^^,  Yorktown  township.  Five  years 
later  he  remo\'ed  to  section  32,  and  upon 
his  farm  erected  the  best  house  in  the  town- 
ship. He  successfully  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits  and  was  an  extensive  breeder 
of  cattle  and  hogs.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
German  Evangelical  Church  and  was  highly 
respected  and  esteemed  liy  all  who  knew 
him.  His  death  occurred  tin  his  farm  in 
section  ^2,  Yorktown  township,  January 
27,  1886.  and  his  wife  died  November  5, 
1893.  Their  children  were  ^Margaret,  wife 
of  Ge(_irge  Berge,  of  Tampico,  Illinois; 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Arnold,  of  Missouri; 
William,  our  subject;  and  Frederick,  who 
married  Emma  Shears  and  also  li\-es  in 
Tampico. 

William  Landwehr  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  Cook  and  Henry  coun- 
ties, and  remained  with  his  father  until  the 
latter"s  death,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
homestead  farm,  consisting  of  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  and  a  half  acres  on 
sections  32  and  33.  Yorktown  township, 
and  sections  2  and  4.  .\ll)a  township.  In 
connection  with  its  operation  he  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  buying  and  feeding 
stock  for  market,  usually  keeping  on  hand 


o\er  one  hundred  head  of  cattle.  Although 
he  still  manages  the  farm  he  removed  to 
Hooppole  in  1897,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
business  as  a  dealer  in  wagons,  buggies  and 
farm  implements.  He  is  local  agent  for  the 
Deering  Harvester  Company  and  the  ]Moline 
Plow  Company,  and  in  this  new  venture  he 
is  meeting  with  good  success.  Besides  his 
valuable  farm  he  owns  a  splendid  home  and 
two  other  large  lots  in  Hooppole. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  1879.  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Landwehr  and 
Aliss  Mary  Ann  Countryman,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  two  children,  namely : 
Edward,  who  was  born  February  15,  1885, 
and  died  May  2,  1896;  and  Horace  A.,  born 
July  15,  1896.  Abraham  Countryman,  the 
father  of  I\Irs.  Landwehr,  was  born  in  Little 
f~alls,  Herkimer  countw  Xew  York,  Xox'em- 
ber  30,  1830,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Henry  and  Catherine  (Docstader)  Country- 
man, also  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Illinois,  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  to 
Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  to  Chicago, 
and  settled  in  \Mieeling,  Cook  county,  being 
among  the  pioneers  of  that  region,  where  the 
father  rented  land  and  engaged  in  farming. 
On  leaving  home  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
Abraham  Countryman  commenced  learning 
the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade,  and  after 
three  months'  apprenticeship  he  worked  as 
a  journeyman  for  si.x  months.  At  the  end 
of  tliat  time  he  began  taking  contracts,  and 
carried  on  business  for  himself  as  a  builder 
until  1867,  when  he  took  possession  of  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  sections  19  and  20,  Yiirk- 
town  township,  Henry  county,  which  he  had 
purchased  in  1854.  He  made  all  of  the  im- 
provements upon  the  place  and  placed  the 
land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Sub- 
sequently  he   bought   more   land   adjoining 
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until  he  had  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
besides  property  in  Hooppole.  PoHtically 
he  was  a  hfelong  Repubhcan.  He  was  mar- 
ried. May  5,  1855,  to  Magdalena  Miller,  a 
native  of  Ba\-aria,  Germany,  and  to  them 
were  lx)rn  six  children:  Mary  A.,  wife  of 
William  Landwehr;  Frank  W.,  who  mar- 
ried Katie  W'internian.  of  Wisconsin,  and  re- 
sides in  Greene  countv.  Iowa ;  Edward,  who 
married  Lottie  Goembel  and  lives  in  Hoop- 
pole  ;  William,  who  married  Sylvia  Goemble 
and  makes  his  h.onie  in  Vorktown  town- 
ship, on  tile  old  iiomestead ;  Adley,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eight  years;  and  George,  pro- 
fessor in  a  business  college  at  Dallas,  Ore- 
gon. 

Mr.  Landwehr  is  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  United  English  Evangelical  Church  of 
Hooppole.  As  a  Republican  he  takes  quite 
an  active  interest  in  local  politics,  and  gi\es 
a  cheerful  supi)ort  to  all  enterprises  tending 
to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides.  He  is  a  very  liberal  man, 
giving  much  to  charitable  objects,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Yorktown  township.  Of  unques- 
tioned integrity,  his  word  is  considered  as 
good  as  his  bond,  and  he  has  the  confidence 
of  all  who  know  him. 


JOHN   C.   CARLSON. 

For  forty  years  John  C.  Carlson  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Osco  township,  Henry  coynty, 
and  having  acquired  a  comfortable  com- 
petence, he  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
Aurora.  Illinois.  Like  many  of  our  best  citi- 
zens he  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  Febru- 
ary I,  1829,  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the 


home  farm  until  he  attained  his  majorit}', 
and  then  commenced  working  by  the  month 
a^  a  laborer,  being  thus  employed  for  about 
two  years.  He  next  rented  land  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  his  own  account.  His 
parents  both  died  in  Sweden,  in  which  coun- 
try his  sister,  Mrs.  Hattie  Fritof,  is  still 
living.  Another  sister,  Mrs.  Carrie  \\  ei- 
berg,  came  to  America  and  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Nebraska.  She  has  five  children, 
V.  ho  were  assisted  in  obtaining  an  education 
b\  our  subject,  these  being  Charles,  a  prom- 
inent attorney  of  Peoria;  Eric,  general  ticket 
agent  for  a  railroad  company  at  that  place : 
Edgar,  timekeeper  for  the  Rock  Island  &  Pe- 
oria railroad,  with  home  at  Peoria;  John.who 
owns  about  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Jackson  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  is  now 
serving  as  supervisor;  and  Carrie,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Frederickson  of  Nebraska,  with 
wh(nn  his  mother  lives.  ]\Ir.  Carlson  is 
one  of  the  most  liberal  and  generous  of  men, 
and  has  always  assisted  his  relatives  to  the 
best  of  his  ability  until  they  could  secure  a 
start  for  themselves.  His  nephew,  Albert 
Peterson,  was  educated  by  him  at  Daven- 
port College,  and  made  his  home  with  our 
subject  for  nine  years.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  well-known  men  of  And(j\'er  townshii), 
this  county. 

\\'ishing  to  better  his  condition  in  life, 
Mr.  Carlson  came  to  the  L'nited  States  in 
i860  without  capital  and  unable  to  speak 
the  English  language.  For  a  year  he  worked 
as  a  farm  laborer  at  nine  dollars  per  month, 
in  this  country,  during  which  time  he  be- 
came familiar  with  the  customs  of  the  coun- 
try. Subsequently  his  wages  were  increased, 
ami  he  was  finally  able  to  rent  a  small  farm, 
v.-hich  he  operated  with  good  success  for 
three  years.  He  then  purchased  a  tract  of 
forty  acres,  which  he  improved,  and  as  fast 
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as  his  financial  resources  permitted  lie  added 
to  his  acreage.  For  his  first  purchase  he 
paid  fourteen  dollars  and  a  half  per.  acre, 
and  for  the  last  se\Tnty-fi\"e  dollars  jier  acre. 
He  now  has  a  well-improved  farm  of  tw(j 
liundred  acres  in  Osco  township.  In  his 
lahors  -\Ir.  (?arlMin  has  met  with  most  ex- 
cellent success,  and  althcu^ii  a  har<l  working 
man  he  has  lielieved  in  enjoying-  life  as  he 
went  along.  He  has  always  heen  willing 
to  assist  any  deser\-ing  person  and  has  gained 
an  enviable  reputation  among  his  many 
friends  and  acquaintances  in  his  neighbor- 
liood.  When  he  purchased  his'  farm  it  was 
raw  prairie.  l)nt  he  erected  thereon  good, 
jnodern  buildings,  planted  trees,  and  nther- 
wise  beautified  the  place,  until  he  now  has 
one  (if  the  best-inipnixed  farms  in  Osco 
township.  In  connectinn  with  general 
farming  he  alwa^'s  engaged  in  stock  rais- 
ing. 

Before  leaving  Sweden  Mr.  Carlsun  was 
married,  in  1851,  to  Miss  .\nnie  Anderson, 
by  \\'hom  he  had  one  child.  wIki  died  at  the 
age  of  five  year>.  The  wife  died  March  28, 
1899,  on  the  hiime  place  which  she  had 
helped  to  build  u\>.  She  was  se\'ent_\'-nine 
years  of  age  at  the  time  nf  her  death,  and 
was  a  consistent  and  faithful  memlier  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  of  Andover.  to 
which  Mr.  Carlson  also  belongs,  and  of 
which  he  has  always  been  a  liberal  supporter. 
His  name  is  a  synonym  for  generosity  and 
benevolence,  and  is  one  of  the  men  who  are 
a  benefit  to  any  community.  An  extensive 
traveler,  he  has  \isited  all  through  the  north 
and  west  as  far  >outh  as  the  Mexican  bor- 
<ler  of  Texas. 

Besides  his  jiroperty  in  Henry  county. 
Mr.  Carlson  has  made  investments  in  real 
estate  in  Morgan  Park.  Chicago.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  stanch    Republican,    and  has 


worked  untiringly  for  his  party,  although  he 
has  never  aspired  to  office.  Since  1884  he 
has  practically  lived  retired  upon  his  farm 
in  Osco  township,  while  he  has  rented  the 
land,  and  in  1900  moved  to  Aurora,  where 
he  expects  to  spend  bis  reinaining  days  in 
ease  and  comfort,  enjoying  a  well-earned 
rest.  His  has  been  a  useful  and  honorable 
career  and  he  can  well  aft'ord  to  lay  aside 
all  business  cares.  Few  men  are  better 
known  in  the  commimity  where  he  has  so 
long  resided,  and  he  is  held  in  high  regard 
by  all. 

In  Am-ora.  Mr.  L'arlson  makes  his  home 
with  Mrs.  Alma  Almgreen,  who  was  born 
in  Sweden.  Xo\-ember  2,5,  1866,  and  there 
received  a  good  education  in  the  languages. 
also  taking  a  iIk  in  mgh  Inisiness  course.  With 
a  sister  she  came  to  America  in  1887,  and 
the  following  }-ear  married  ChaVles  Alm- 
green, now  deceased,  who  was  a  mechanic 
of  Chicago.  Her  son.  Archer,  born  in 
1889.  has  made  a  trip  to  Sweden  to  \'isit 
his  grandparents,  who  are  well-to-do  peoi)le 
of  that  country.  She  has  two  sisters:  Beda, 
wife  of  All)ert  Shultz.  who  is  foreman  ma- 
chinist of  the  -Vutomatic  ^Machine  Company 
of  Aurora:  Edith,  an  employe  in  the  dejiart- 
ment  store  of  Scott  &  Pease  of  the  same 
place;  and  one  brother,  Temer,  who  is  also 
with   the   Automatic   Machine   Company. 


JOHX  LEVI  JEXXIXGS. 

This  well-known  and  prominent  farmer 
of  Burns  townshi]),  and  an  honored  \eteran 
of  the  Ci\il  war,  was  born  on  Christmas 
da}',  1840.  at  Shepi)ar(lstown.  Virginia,  while 
his  mother  was  there  on  a  visit,  his  parents 
being  Levi  and  Susan  H.   (Sheppard)  Jen- 


J.   L.  JENNINGS. 
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nings.  natives  of  \'iroiiiia  and  Ohio,  respec- 
tively. They  removed  to  Illinois  about  1834 
and  first  located  in  Peoria  county,  but  in 
1850  came  to  Henry  county.  The  father  first 
purchased  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Cambridge  township,  consisting  of 
the  east  half  of  section  12;  the  east  half 
of  the  east  holf  of  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  12;  and  the  northeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 13.  It  was  all  under  fence  with  excep- 
tion of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  12, 
and  upon  this  place  he  made  his  homestead; 
later  he  bought  section  i  of  Cambridge 
township;  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
section  13,  consisting  of  the  east  half  of  the 
northwest  (juarter  and  the  northeast  quarter 
of  the  southwest  quarter;  and  also  bought 
two  hundred  acres  on  sections  8  and  9,  in- 
cluding various  timber  tracts.  Much  of  this 
was  government  land.  JVIr.  Jennings  also 
purchased  the  west  half  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  6,  Burns  township;  all  of 
section  7  with  exception  of  the  southwest 
(juarter  of  the  southeast  quarter;  the  west 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter,  the  north  half 
of  the  southeast  quarter,  and  the  southeast 
(juarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  18. 
Burns  township;  the  northwest  quarter  of 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  17,  the  same 
township;  and  the  north  half  of  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  13,  Cambridge  township. 
To  this  property  his  widow  afterward  added 
two  hundred  acres.  At  one  time  Mr.  Jen- 
nings owned  several  thousand  acres  in  Peoria 
and  Iroquois  counties,  but  sold  most  of  this 
before  coming  to  Henry  county.  About 
1854  or  1855  he  went  to  Cass  county,  Iowa, 
and  purchased  ten  thousand  acres  of  land. 
He  broke  and  improved  a  large  amount  of 
land  in  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  was  one 
of  its  most  prosperous  agriculturists,  as  well 
as  one  of  its  honored  pioneers  and  highly 


esteemed  citizens.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  owued  probably  twelve  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  Iowa  and  Illinois.  When  our  sub- 
ject was  six  years  old  his  father  was  thrown 
from  a  wagon  and  seriously  injured.  In  a 
will  made  at  that  time  he  requested  that  all 
of  his  real  estate  be  sold  l>efore  his  son  at- 
tained his  majority,  and  when  the  land  was 
finally  sold  in  the  fall  of  1861  it  was  dis- 
posed of  at  a  great  sacrifice.  The  father, 
Jiowever,  recovered  from  the  injuries  above 
referred  to  and  lived  to  be  sixty-five  years 
of  age,  dying  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1859  ^t  Henderson,  JNIinnesota.  He  was  a 
man  of  broad  and  liberal  views  and  was  a 
great  reader.  He  not  only  had  a  large  libary 
for  his  own  use,  but  kept  a  free  library  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  his  community. 
His  wife  died  on  the  ist  of  February,  188S. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  four 
children,  of  whom  John  L.  is  the  ihird, 
the  others  being  as  follows  :  Ann  V.,  born  in 
Illinois,  in  1836,  married  James  Bush,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Adair  county,  Iowa;  Mary  Jane,  born 
in  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  is  now  the  wife  of 
X.  B.  Gould,  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Cambridge;  and  Ella,  born  in  Henry 
county,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

John  L.  Jennings  sjjent  the  first  nine 
years  of  his  life  in  Peoria  county,  Illinios, 
and  began  his  education  under  the  direction 
of  a  private  tutor.  He  then  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  this  county, 
and  here  attended  the  public  schools  near  his 
boyhood  home,  but  completed  his  education 
at  Lombard  University,  in  Galesburg,  where 
he  was  a  student  for  two  years.  In  the  fall 
of  1859  he  went  with  his  father  on  a  trip 
through  the  north,  and  while  at  Henderson, 
^Minnesota,  the   father  died. 

^Ir.  Jennings  remained  with  his  mother 
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until  liis  first  marriage  in  i860  to  Aliss  INIary 
Jane  Collins.  In  1867  he  wedded  Miss  Alary 
Jane  Beck.  Mr.  Jennings  has  two  sons,  John 
L..  Jr.,  horn  July  7,  1871  ;  and  Roy  P.,  born 
September  j8.  1874.  The  latter  is  now- 
married  and  has  two  children,  William  B. 
and  Daisy  J.  For  his  third  wife  Air.  Jen- 
nings married  Aliss  Sarah  E.  Pratt,  their 
marriage  being  celebrated  January  28,  1875. 

\\']ien  the  country  became  involved  in 
Civil  war  Mr.  Jennings  laid  aside  all  personal 
interests  and  entered  the  service,  enlisting 
-August  15,  1862,  in  Company  H,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twelfth  Illinois  A^olunteer  Infan- 
try, as  color  sergeant  of  the  regiment,  which 
was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Ohio.  He 
participated  in  the  engagements  at  Alonti- 
cello,  Kentucky;  Calhoun,  Philadelphia, 
Campbell  Station,  Knoxville,  Bean  Station^ 
Dandridge  and  Kelley's  Ford,  Tennessee; 
Resaca,  New  Hope  Church,  Pine  Mountain, 
Ctoy  Creek,  Rough  and  Ready,  Jonesboro, 
and  Atlanta,  Georgia;  Columbia,  Franklin 
and  Nashville,  Tennessee;  and  Fort  Ander- 
son, Tuwn  Creek  and  Wilmington,  Xortii 
Carolina,  Air.  Jennings  was  in  twenty-three 
general  engagements  and  about  one  hundred 
skirmishes.  In  the  East  Tennessee  campaign 
he  was  under  the  command  of  General  A. 
E.  Burnsides ;  under  General  Sherman  in 
the  Atlanta  campaign  of  the  fall  and  winter 
of  1864;  and  Alajor  General  Scofield  in  the 
Xorth  Carolina  campaign  of  the  spring  of 
1865.  He  was  wounded  in  the  battles  of 
Knii.Kville,  Utoy  Creek,  Franklin  and  Re- 
saca, and  at  Franklin  was  left  on  the  battle-' 
field  for  dead.  \\'hen  the  war  was  over  and 
his  services  were  no  longer  needed,  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Greensboro,  North  Carolina, 
June  20,  1865,  and  discharged  at  Chicago, 

.\fter  almost    three    years    of  arduou,-. 


and  faithful  serxice  in  the  south.  Air.  Jen- 
nings returned  to  his  home  in  Burns  town- 
ship, where  prior  to  entering  the  army  he 
had  begun  to  build  the  first  fine  house  in 
the  township.  It  is  still  one  of  the  best,  hav- 
ing double  walls,  while  hte  doors  and  fin- 
ishings are  of  a  \ery  superior  quality,  being 
from  two  to  four  inches  in  thickness.  His 
fine  farm  consists  of  the  west  half  of  section 
7,  and  he  has  made  most  of  the  improvements 
found  thereon.  One  of  its  chief  attractions 
is  a  large  grove  which  he  planted,  there  be- 
ing not  a  shrub  upon  the  place  in  the  spring 
of  1866.  In  connection  with  his  farming 
operations  Air.  Jennings  has  successfully 
engaged  in  stock  raising,  ha\-ing  for  many 
years  kept  a  fine  herd  of  short  horn  cattle 
and  Berkshire  hogs.  For  ten  years  he  was 
also  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Western 
Wheelscraper   Company  of  Aurora. 

Mr.  Jennings  is  absolutely  independent  in 
politics.  He  is  one  of  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  his  communit}'  who  is  as  true  to  his 
duties  of  citizenship  in  days  of  peace  as  in 
time  of  war,  and  as  a  whole-souled,  genial 
gentleman  he  makes  many  friends.  Through- 
out life  he  has  made  a  special  study  of  geol- 
ogy and  is  recognized  as  a  geologist  in  the 
International  Scientific  Directory.  He  now 
has  over  five  hundred  labeled  specimens  of 
nnnerals,  fossils,  etc.,  and  also  owns  a  fine 
private  library  containing  the  works  of  the 
best  authors.  He  is  a  writer  of  considerable 
ability,  and  has  contributed  many  able  ar- 
ticles to  the  press  both  along  the  lines  of  road 
work  and  fiction.  His  writings,  however, 
have  been  principally  on  economic  subjects 
for  county  and  city  papers,  and  have  met 
with  fa\-orable  comment,  showing  conclu- 
si\ely  that  he  thoroughly  understands  the 
topic  Lit    which   he  treats.      He  has   \isited 
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nearly  every  state  lying  between  Xew  Eng- 
land and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  including 
Canada  and  Manitoba,  and  consequently  is 
somewhat  of  a  traveler. 


JOHX  E.  ODEMAX. 

Among  the  leading  business  men  and 
promineRt  citizens  of  Annawan,  Illinois,  is 
John  E.  Odeman,  a  blacksmith  and  wagon- 
maker,  who  was  born  in  the  city  of  Borros, 
Orsos,  Sweden,  October  16,  1854.  His  fa- 
ther, Emanuel  Hanson,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  place,  his  birth  occurring  there  Jul}' 
15,  1812.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer. 
On  the  17th  of  Xovember,  1843,  he  married 
Lovisa  Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Frolunda, 
Sweden,  August  10,  1817,  and  died  April 
2y,  1882,  w'hile  he  passed  away  October  13, 
1884.  They  never  came  to  the  new  world. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  name- 
ly:  Ingolissa,  born  December  6,  1843,  died 
January  15,  1844;  Emma  Laurentine,  born 
December  6,  1844,  died  October  9,  1855; 
John  Aaron,  born  October  27,  1847,  died 
April  28,  1848;  John  Aaron  (second),  born 
July  31,  1849,  died  October  19,  1854;  Jo- 
hannah  Louisa,  born  October  22,  185 1, 
died  October  8,  1854;  John  Erick,  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Ida  Amanda, 
born  June  11,  1857,  died  September  27, 
1857;  and  Andrew  Peter,  born  March  8, 
1859,  died  April  4,  1864. 

John  E.  Odeman,  the  only  survivor  of 
this  family,  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  on  completing 
his  literary  education  served  a  three  years' 
apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith's  trade  in 
Guttenburg,  Sweden,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  was  ranked  as  a  journeyman  me- 


chanic. ^^'ith  the  hope  of  benefiting  his 
financial  condition  he  emigrated  to  America 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  landing  in 
Xew  York  on  Thanksgiving  day,  Xovem- 
ber 6,  1879.  After  spending  three  months 
v.orking  at  his  trade  in  Xew  Britain,  Con- 
necticut, he  came  to  Annawan,  Illinois,  in  the 
spring  of  1880,  and  found  emi)loyment  as  a 
journeyman  blacksmith  with  Joseph  A. 
lidding,  for  whom  lie  worked  six  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  bought  out  his 
employer,  who  returned  to  Sweden,  and  ha.s 
since  conducted  business  at  his  present  lo- 
cation. He  does  all  kinds  of  high  class  work, 
and  also  handled  farm  machinery,  imple- 
ments, buggies,  wagons,  etc.,  until  1898. 

On  the  6th  of  Xovember,  1885,  Mr. 
Odeman  led  to  tlie  marriage  altar  Miss  Caro- 
lina \\'inl)la(I,  who  was  bcjrn  in  Kal\-a,  Elfs- 
burg,  province  of  Guttenburg,  Sweden,  De- 
cember 12,  1853,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children.  Her  parents,  Andrew  and 
Catherine  (Everson)  Xeilson,  both  died 
when  she  was  very  yoitng.  The  father  was 
burn  Xovember  11.  1802,  died  May  i,  1858; 
the  mother  was  born  December  28,  1810, 
and  died  December  21,  1853.  Two  of  her 
brothers  came  to  America:  John  ]\I.,  born 
March  21,  1840,  died  October  12,  1896; 
and  X'icholas  \Mnl)lad.  The  latter  is 
now  engaged  in  the  tailoring  business 
in  Chicago.  He  was  born  October  10, 
1837.  The  other  members  of  the  family 
were  Joseph,  born  July  24,  1835,  a  resident 
of  Halsted.  Sweden;  Carl  J.,  born  March 
13,  1842,  who  died  in  that  country  April 
19,  1S45;  Anna  ]\Iaria,  l)orn  December  9, 
1844,  a  resident  of  Halsenberg,  Sweden; 
and  Johannah,  born  February  11,  1849,  who 
died  in  Stockholm.  Mrs.  Odeman  came  to 
America  October  6,  1885,  and  has  since 
made  her  home  in  Annawan,  Illinois.    Three 
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children  blessed  the  union  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife:  Agnes  Elvera.  bom  August 
13,  1886:  Carl  Leonard,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 15.  1889.  and  died  March  28,  1890; 
and  Clara  Levina,  horn  ]\Iay  12,  1891. 

Air.  Odeman  gives  his  political  support 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  his  fellow  citizens,  recognizing 
his  worth  and  ability,  have  called  upon  him 
to  serve  as  mayor  of  Annawan  one  term 
and  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  two 
terms.  Fraternally  he  is  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  ]\Iasonic  order,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Home  Forum  and  the  ^Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  belong  to  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter  of 
Masonry  and  she  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Home  Forum.  In  early  life  they  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Cliurch, 
but  are  now  identified  jvith  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  are  among  the  most 
highly-esteemed  citizens  of  their  community. 


JOSEPH  II.  AXDERSON. 

The  \V(irkl  instincti\"ely  pays  deference 
to  the  man  who  has  arisen  above  his  early 
surroundings,  overcome  the  obstacles  in  his 
path  and  reached  a  high  position  in  the  bus- 
iness world.  Throughout  life  "Sir.  Ander- 
son has  made  the  most  of  his  advantages, 
and  through  his  own  well-directed  efforts 
lias  steadily  prosi)ered  until  he  is  now  one 
of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Oxford  town- 
ship, iiis  home  being  on  section  9. 

He  was  born  in  Sweden,  February  16, 
1837,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated 
until  1852.  when  he  emigrated  to  America 
with  his  parents,  Henry  and  Hannah  An- 
derson.    On  landing  in  Boston,  they  imme- 


diately started  for  Illinois,  their  destina- 
tion being  Henry  county,  but  while  passing 
through  La  Salle  county,  two  miles  north  of 
La  Salle,  the  father  was  taken  ill  with  chol- 
era and  died.  There  Mrs.  Anderson  and  her 
sons  dug  a  grave  and  laid  him  to  rest.  This 
sad  task  completed  they  proceeded  on  their 
way,  walking  the  entire  distance  from  La 
Salle  to  Andover,  Henry  county.  Later 
they  located  in  Lynn  township,  where  the 
two  sons  grew  to  manhood.  For  ofer  thirty 
years  Airs.  Anderson  made  her  home  with, 
our  subject,  but  died  in  1892  while  visiting 
her  son  Swant}-  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa. 

After  coming  to  this  country  Joseph  H. 
-Anderson  attended  the  common  schools  for 
a  few  winters,  but  is  mostly  self-educated. 
On  starting  out  to  earn  his  own  livelihood 
he.  worked  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month  for 
five  years,  and  then  operated  rented'  land 
for  several  years.  In  1862  he  purchased 
sixty  acres  where  he  now  resides,  which  at 
that  time  was  entirely  unimproved.  He 
erected  a  small  house  thereon,  and  to  its 
further  improvement  and  cultivation  has 
since  devoted  his  energies  until  he  now  has 
a  valuable  farm.  He  has  extended  its  boun- 
daries from  time  to  time  until  they  now  en- 
close three  hundred  acres;  has  enlarged  and 
remodeled  his  residence,  tiled  the  land,  and 
set  out  shade  trees.  Besides  this  valuable 
place  he  owns  a  tract  of  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-three  acres  near  Holdrege,  Nebras- 
ka, all  of  which  is  well  improved. 

In  Andover,  Air.  .-\nderson  was  mar- 
ried, September  13,  1862,  to  JNIiss  Matilda 
Christina  Shult,  who  was  born  in  Sw-eden 
and  came  to  the  new  world  when  thirteen 
years  of  age.  She  is  a  sister  of  Hons  Shult. 
whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of 
this  volume.  They  have  seven  children  liv- 
ing, namely :     Emma  C,  now  the  wife  of 
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C.  E.  Jolinson.  a  fanner  of  Plielps  county, 
XeVjraska  :  Anna  S..  wife  of  Jolm  E.  Wester- 
land  of  Lynn  townshii).  this  county;  Hilma 
C,  wife  of  William  Win(|uist  of  Phelps 
county,  Nebraska;  and  Joseph  Oscar,  Ida, 
Victoria  and  Lilla,  all  at  home.  Three  sons 
and  one  daughter  died  in  childhood ;  Ida 
H..  Oscar  E.,  Henry  Thendore  and  Hcn- 
r.N-  L. 

The  Republican  party  has  found  in  Mr. 
Anderson  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles 
since  fie  cast  his  first  ])residential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860.  Many  years 
ago  he  served  two  terms  as  constable,  and 
has  been  an  efficient  member  of  the  school 
board  and  clerk  of  the  district  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  has  never  cared  for  political 
honors.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Knight  Templar 
JMason,  and  is  now  serving  as  secretary  of 
Oxford  lodge,  Xo.  367,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Xew 
Windsor.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chapter 
at  Rio  and  Commandery  at  Galesljurg.  In 
religious  belief  he  is  a  Lutheran,  while  his 
wife  and  children  hold  membership  in  the 
Baptist  Church.  His  career  proves  that  the 
only  true  success  in  life  is  that  which  is  ac- 
complished by  personal  effort  and  consecutive 
in.dustr}-.  It  proves  that  the  road  to  success 
is  open  to  all  young  men  who  have  the  cour- 
age to  tread  its  pathway,  and  tlie  life  record 
of  such  a  man  should  serve  as  an  inspira- 
tion to  the  young  of  this  and  future  genera  ■ 
tions,  and  teach  by  incontrovertible  facts 
that  success  is  ambition's  answer. 


JOHX  W.  SHETLER. 

One  of  Clover  township's  most  prosper- 
ous and  intluential  citizens  is  John  W.  Shet- 
ler,  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  honorable 
board  of  supervisors.  His  home  farm,  con- 
sisting of  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres 


of  land,  is  pleasantly  located  two  and  a  half 
miles  north  of  Woodluill.  on  section  18, 
,and  besides  this  valuable  property  he  owns 
other  well-improved  farms  elsewhere.  He 
i.s  one  of  the  most  successful  agriculturists 
and  stock  raisers  and  dealers  in  the  county. 

:\Ir.  Shetler  was  born  July  13,  1840.  in 
Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  of  which 
his  parents.  William  and  :\Iartha  (Wolf) 
Shetler.  were  also  natives.  The  Shetlers 
were  of  German  descent  and  among  the 
original  settlers  of  the  Keystone  state.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  Franklin  county.  His  maternal  grandfa- 
ther. David  Wolf,  was  from  Lancaster  coun- 
ty. Pennsyhania. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity,  John  W. 
Shetler  was  reared  in  much  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  his  education 
being  acc^uired  in  the  local  schools.  In  1866 
when  a  young  inan,  he  came  to  Henry  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  and  joined  some  Pennsylvania 
accjuaintances  who  had  located  in  Wood- 
luill. After  working  for  a  short  time  by  the 
month,  he  rented  land  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account.  Three  years  later 
ne  purchased  his  first  land,  consisting  of 
eighty  acres  in  Oxford  township,  which. he 
at  once  began  to  improve  and  cultivate,  mak- 
ing his  home  thereon  until  1873,  when  he 
sold  the  place  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  his  present  farm.  He  has 
since  greatly  improved  the  place  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  good  residence  and  substantial 
barns  and  outbuildings.  He  has  also  tiled 
the  land  and  set  out  trees,  which  add  great- 
Iv  to  the  attractive  appearance  of  the  jjlace. 
He  has  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm 
until  they  now  include  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  acres,  and  also  owns  a  well-improved 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres  on  section  7, 
Clover  township,  another  of  one  hundred  and 
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sixty  acres  in  An(li;)\-er  township,  and  three- 
quarters  of  a  section  ot  land  in  Barton  coun- 
ty. Kansas,  as  well  as  Chicago  property. 
This  property  has  all  been  acquired  throus:'.! 
his  own  industry,  perseverr.nce  and  gy^O. 
management,  as  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  empty-handed. 

In  the  spring  of  1869  Mr.  Shetler  was 
married  in  Woodhull  to  Miss  Nanc\'  Knox, 
w  ho  was  born  in  Juniata  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  coming  to  Illinois  in  childhood 
was  principally  reared  here.  Her  father, 
John  Knox,  died  in  Pennsylvania,  and  later 
the  mother  married  James  Barton,  who 
brought  the  familv  to  Illinois,  in  1864,  be- 
coming one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Henry 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shetler  have  a  fam- 
ily of  five  children,  namely:  William,  who 
is  married  and  follows  farming  in  Clover 
township;  Fred  C,  a  successful  school 
teacher  of  this  county;  Edith  ]\I.,  wife  of 
W.  G.  White,  a  farmer  of  this  and  Knox 
county;  Grace  M.,  wife  of  Harry  ^^I.  Thayer, 
also  a  farmer  of  Henry  county;  and  Laura 
Belle,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  here.  All 
of  the  children  have  been  well  educated,  be- 
ing graduates  of  the  high  school  of  Wood- 
hull,  and  have  successfully  followed  the 
teacher's  profession. 

Politically  Mr.  Shetler  has  been  a  life- 
long Democrat,  and  cast  his  first  presidential 
ballot  f(jr  George  B.  McClellan  in  1864. 
In  1890  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Clover 
township,  and  served  as  such  one  term,  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  town  accounts  commit- 
tee. In  the  spring  of  1900  he  was  re-elected 
to  the- same  office,  and  is  now  a  member  of 
the  county  accounts  committee.  He  has 
been  a  delegate  to  numerous  conventions  of 
his  party,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
and  commenda1)le  interest  in  public  afifairs. 
For  years  he  has  served  on  the  school  board 


and  was  clerk  of  the  district  for  some  years. 
His  wife  and  children  hold  membership  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  \\'oodhull,  and 
while  he  is'  not  a  member  of  any  religious 
denomination,  he  attends  church  with  them, 
and  contributes  liljerally  to  its  sujjport.  He 
is  a  prominent  memlier  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
lodge  at  \\'oodhull,  in  which  he  has  filled  all 
the  chairs,  and  is  now  past  grand  and  treas- 
urer of  the  lodge.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  at  ^^'oodhull,  as  long  as  the  post 
was  in  exigence,  having  been  one  of  the 
bovs  in  blue  durins'  the  Civil  war. 


MRS.  ^lATTIE  E.  BROWN. 

]\Irs.  !Mattie  E.  Brown,  one  of  the  highly- 
esteemed  ladies  of  Osco  township,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois,  her  birth  having  occurred 
in  Farmington  township,  Fulton  county,  on 
the  15th  of  June.  1848.  Her  father,  Henry 
r^Iyers,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. November  2,  1813,  and  there  grew 
to  manhood,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  subscription  schools  of  that  day.  He 
was  the  son  of  \'alentine  ]\Iyers.  who  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Franklin  coun- 
ty, where  his  death  occurred  when  his  son 
was  about  ten  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Crill, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. 

In  1837,  Henry  Myers  married  Miss 
I\Iarie  Eshelman,  daughter  of  John  and 
^Martha  (Horsh)  Eshelman,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Franklin  county,  Penn.sylvania, 
and  of  an  old  family  in  that  state.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather  Horsh  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  Germany.     In  the  family  of  John 
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and  ]^Iartha  Eslielman  were  eight  children — 
Samuel,  John.  Marie,  Daniel,  Abraham, 
Martha,  Michael  and  Catherine.  After  their 
marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  lived  in  Penn- 
sylvania for  thirteen  years,  during  which 
time  five  children  were  born  unto  them.  In 
1848  the}'  decided  to  build  up  a  new  home 
in  the  prairie  state  and  came  west  from 
Pittsburg  by  river,  landing  at  Copperas 
creek,  Fulton  county,  in  the  latter  part  of 
April.  ;Mr.  Myers  then  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Farmington  township,  which 
he  afterwards  sold.  From  time  to  time, 
however,  he  purchased  land,  and  at  one  time 
was  the  owner  of  one  thousand  acres.  He 
helped  his  boys  to  get  a  good  start  in  life, 
and  all  now  have  comfortable  homes  and  arc 
well-to-do  people. 

To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  thirteen 
children,,  as  follows :  Isaac  Xewton,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Elliott,  now  deceased.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  enlistetl  in  Company  G, 
One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Kenesaw  Mountain.  John  Wesley  married 
Helen  Vittum  and  resides  in  Champaign, 
Illinois.  Joseph  C.  wedded  Mary  Switzer 
and  lives  in  Canton,  Illinois.  David  'SI. 
married  Kate  Burrows  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  near  Bushnell,  Illinois.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  enlisted  in  the  same  company 
that  his  brother  was  a  member,  and  with  his 
command  took  part  in  many  hard  fought 
battles.  AVilliam  Flenry  married  Mida  Kess- 
ler  and  is  now  a  retired  farmer  of  Canton. 
Daniel  A.  married  Anna  Xagie\'  and  is  a 
retired  farmer  of  Farmington.  Henry  \\"ill- 
iam  died  in  infancy.  ?\Iar_\-  C.  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years.  ]\Iattie  E.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  order  of  birth.  Adeline  B. 
is  the  W'ife  of  William  Norton,  a  farmer  of 
Fairview  township,  Fulton  county.     Susan 


E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  ]\IuII,  a  farmer 
living  near  Wichita,  Kansas.  Amanda  J. 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Cheek,  a  farmer  near 
Bushnell,  Illinois.  Nancy  M.  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years. 

Mr.  Myers  was  a  member  of  the  German 
Baptist  Church,  and  like  those  of  the  same 
faith,  his  life  was  simple,  straightforward 
and  unpretentious.  He  was  a  thoroughly- 
good  man,  kind  and  charitable  towards  all, 
and  his  unswerving  honesty  was  a  marked 
feature  of  his  character.  He  was  an  un- 
compromising temperance  man,  and  was  in 
hearty  sympathy  with  the  Prohibition  move- 
ment. In  early  life  he  was  a  \Vhig,  and 
cast  his  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison. 
His  death  occurred  in  1895.  His  good  wife, 
who  was  also  a  member  of  the  German  Bap- 
tist Church,  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  December,  1S96.  They  were  both  buried 
in  the  Dunkaril  cemetery  at  Farmington, 
Illinois. 

I\Irs.  Brown  was  reared  in  the  county  o^ 
her  nativity  and  received  her  education  iu 
its  public  schools.  There  she  became  ac- 
quainted with  James  M.  Brown,  and  in  Far- 
mington they  were  married  January  25, 
1872.  He,  too,  was  a  native  of  Fulton 
county,  born  in  Fairview  township,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1834,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Kirkpatrick)  Brown.  The  father 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  of 
Irish  ancestry,  and  the  mother  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  extraction.  In  their  family  were  five 
sons  and  one  daughter,  namely :  T.  Scott 
was  first  sergeant  of  Company  G,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  lost 
his  right  arm  at  the  shoulder  in  an  en-» 
gagement  at  Congree  Creek,  South  Car- 
olina, February  15,  1865.  He  partici- 
])ated     in     many     a     historic     battle     and 
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lias  a  reciird  e(|uallefl  l\v  few.  He  enlisted 
August  <).  iS(i2.  and  his  service  ended  with 
his  (hsal)ility.  He  is  now  a  resident  (if  Cam- 
bridge. Uhnois.  Cenrge  C.  is  a  retired  far- 
mer of  Osco.  tliis  county.  John  C.  married 
Anna  AI.  Hegley  and  resides  in  ]\Iarshall- 
town.  h)\\a.  in  summer  and  in  Daytona, 
Florida,  in  winter.  He  served  thmugliout 
tlie  Ci\il  war  as  a  sergeant  majnr  in  the  I'^if- 
t\-hfth  IlHnois  regiment,  and  fur  a  nuniher 
of  years  was  a  member  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture of  bwva.  Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  Walter 
Hitchcock  of  (ireenfield.  Iowa.  James  I\I. 
was  the  next  of  the  family.  ()ne  son  died 
in  infancy. 

During  his  biiyhiind  and  youth  James  M. 
Brown  attended  the  pulilic  schools  of  his 
native  township,  and  early  acquired  an  ex- 
cellent km  i\\  ledge  ()f  agricultural  pursuits. 
He,  too,  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue  during 
the  dark  davs  of  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in 
Company  li.  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first 
Blinnis  X'dluuteer  Infantry,  Febuar}-  7,  i8C>5. 
Soon  after  entering  the  ser\-ice  he  was  pro- 
nioted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant,  and  ])artici- 
])aied  in  se\eral  hotly  contested  engage- 
ments, being  discharged  January  24.  1S66. 
with  an  honoral)le  military  record.  He  then 
returned  home  and  turned  his  atention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  (3n  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, icSjj,  he  came  tu  Henry  county,  and 
for  two  or  three  years  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing near  the  village  of  Osco,  in  Osco  town- 
ship, lie  then  i)urchased  his  father's  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  to  which  he 
subsec|uently  added  eighty  acres.  He  died 
May  4,  1893,  after  one  _\-ear's  illness.  He 
was  a  highly  esteemed  citizen,  and  one  of  the 
leading  men   of   his   community. 

Mrs.  Brown  has  three  children:  Mae  1",  . 
lorn  l'>brnary  13,  1S74,  resides  with  her 
mother  in  Osco;   K'^v  .Scott,  born    lanuarv 


5,  1881,  is  attending  the  Geneseo  Collegiate 
Institute  and  is  living  in  that  city ;  and  Frank 
H,,  born  July  29,  1883,  is  also  a  student  of 
that  school  and  resides  with  his  mother  in 
Osco,  Mrs.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  as  was  her  husband  also 
during  his  life. 


ANDREW"  J.  SOLIDAY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  and  stock  rai.ser&  of 
Yorktown  township,  his  hime  being  on  sec- 
tion 31.  He  is  a  native  of  Henry  count_\", 
his  birth  ha\-ing  occurred  in  Yorktown  town- 
shij),  Alarch  16,  1861.  His  father.  Andrew 
Solitlay,  was  born  in  Alsace,  Cierniany,  Jan- 
uary 7,  1830,  a  son  of  .Vndrew  and  Mar- 
garet Soliday.  Having  lost  his  father  in 
infancy  he  came  to  America  with  his  mother 
at  the  age  of  six  years  and  first  located  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  spent  a  few 
months.  There  she  married  Jacob  Grose,  a 
native  of  Rhenish  Ba\aria.  In  r'el)uar)-, 
1837,  the  family  remoxed  to  Allegany  coun- 
ty, Xe\\'  York,  where  Air.  Cirose  died  five 
years  later.  The  mother  and  her  children 
continued  to  reside  there  and  in  Livingston 
county,  Xew  York,  until  1853,  Mr.  Soliday 
supporting  the  family  by  day  labor.  He 
came  west  on  a  prospecting  tour,  and  in  1 854 
brought  his  mother  and  two  half  sisters, 
Sophia  and  Elizabeth  Grose,  to  Flenry  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  ha\'ing  decided  to  locate  here. 
For  two  years  he  rented  a  farm  in  Loraine 
township  belonging  ot  his  uncle,  Jacob  Shu- 
ler,  and  so  successful  was  he  in  its  opera- 
tion that  in  T855  he  was  able  to  purchase 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  19,  Yorktown 
town.shi]).   buying  the  pre-empted  claim  of 
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Michael  Shuinaker  for  fifty  dollars.  This 
was  entirely  unimproved,  but  after  erecting 
thereon  a  hewed  log-  cabin,  he  located  on  his 
farm  in  Januar}-.  1856.  and  commenced  to 
break  his  place.  He  traded  a  yoke  of  oxen 
and  two  cows  for  a  team  of  horses,  and  with 
characteristic  thrift  and  enterprise  began 
the  develo])ment  of  his  land.  At  that  time 
^'orktown  township  was  nearly  all  swamp 
land,  and  Mr.  Soliday  got  up  a  subscription 
t((  improve  the  road,  while  he  himself  hauled 
brush,  wood  and  dirt  to  make  what  was 
known  as  the  one  hundred  acre  grade.  On 
selling  his  first  farm  he  secured  another  on 
section  31,  the  same  township,  which  is  .still 
the  homestead  of  the  family.  He  first  bought 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  but  has 
since  added  to  it  and  now  has  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  that  part  of  the  county,  com- 
prising two  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres. 
His  mother  resided  with  him  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  March  5.  1875.  I"  early 
life  he  was  a  Whig  but  since  the  organization 
•of  the  Republican  party  has  been  one  of  its 
stanch  supporters.  He  has  filled  the  offices 
of  assessor,  constable,  highway  commis- 
sioner and, school  director,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  valued  and  useful  citi- 
zens of  his  ci  immunity. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1856.  Andrew  Sol- 
iday, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Baker,  who  was 
born  in  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  April 
I,  1839.  a  daughter  of  Barnhart  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Baker.  Her  father  was  also  born  in 
the  Keystone  state  of  German  ancestry,  and 
followed  the  butcher  business.  In  1841  he 
started  with  a  drove  of  sheep  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  being  never  heard  of  again  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  wa}-laid  and  murdered. 
His  wife  was  a  nati^•e  of  Alsace.  Germany, 
and  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents. 


locating  in  Pennsylvania,  After  the  death 
of  her  husljand  she  came  west  with  her  fam- 
ily, and  was  again  married  in  Chicago,  her 
second  husband  being  Frank  Summers.  In 
1856  they  came  to  Henry  county,  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  in  Loraine  township.  By 
this  union  there  were  three  children  :  Ed- 
ward, a  resident  of  Loraine.  married  Nancy 
Bollan,  and  they  have  nine  children.  Cora, 
Fred.  Frank,  John,  Bernard.  Letitia,  Nettie, 
Elmer  and  Edith,  Sarah,  deceased,  was  the 
v.'ife  of  Edward  Ott,of  Kansas,  and  they  had 
two  children.  Almond  and  Hazel.  Peter 
n.arried  Sarah  Dietz  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, Ada,  Burt,  Ora  anil  Florence.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  184 J.  By 
her  first  marriage  she  had  two  children,  of 
whom  Mrs,  Soliday  is  the  older.  She  resides 
on  the  home  farm  in  Yorktown  township. 
Jacob  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry 
during  the  Civil  war  and  died  in  the  service 
at  Helena,  Arkansas. 

Andrew  J.  Soliday,  of  this  review,  is  the 
third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows :  (  1  ) 
Mary  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Henry  INlinch.  a 
farmer  of  Yorktown  township,  and  they 
have  five  children.  Jessie,  Ray,  Lizzie,  Clay- 
ton and  Catherine.  (2)  Jacob,  a  resident  of 
Rhodes,  Iowa,  married  Ida  Urban,  and  they 
have  two  children.  Ethel  and  Clayton.  (4) 
Esther  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  \'etter.  a  far- 
mer of  Atkinson  township,  this  county,  and 
they  have  four  children,  Lloyd,  Marie.  Er- 
ma  and  Roland.  (5)  Ida  S.  is  the  wife  of 
William  Johnston,  of  Jasper  county.  Iowa, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Harland.  (f)) 
Hannah  A.  is  at  home.  (  7 )  Charles  A.  is  a 
resident  of  Rhodes.  Iowa. 

In  early  life  our  subject  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  his  boyhood  home,  and 
aided   in  the  work  of  the  farm.     After  his 
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fatlier's  death,  February  10.  1897,  lie  took 
full  control  of  the  place,  and  in  its  operation 
has  met  with  most  gratifying'  success.  He 
raises  horses  and  cattle  for  both  breeding  and 
market  purposes,  and  also  keeps  an  exten- 
sive flock  of  sheep  and  a  fine  herd  of  Poland 
China  hogs.  This  branch  of  his  business 
has  j)r(.i\ed  quite  profitable,  and  in  all  his 
undertakings  he  has  steadily  prospered.  On 
the  5th  of  January,  1893,  Mr.  Soliday  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Tillie  Shin- 
lebber,  and  they  now  have  one  child,  Mildred, 
born  ]\Iarch  18,  1897.  Mrs.  Soliday 's  father, 
Frederick  Shinlebber,  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  on  coming  to  America  when  a  young 
man  he  settled  at  Deerfield,  near  Chicago, 
Illinois,  where  be  engaged  in  farming  for  a 
time.  He  ser\ed  through  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion as  a  member  of  the  One  Himdred  and 
Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
later  was  engaged  in  farming,  near  Hoop 
Pole,  this  county.  He  died  in  October, 
1900.  and  was  buried  at  that  place. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Barbara  Spath,  was  born  in  Peoria,  and  is 
still  living  near  Hoop  Pole.  Of  their  three 
chiklren  Mrs.  Soliday  is  the  oldest ;  Wesley 
now  manages  the  homestead  farm  for  his 
mother:  and  Ida  is  also  at  home. 


HENRY  E.  HOUGHTON. 

The  ])rosperity  of  a  community  depends 
upon  its  business  activity  and  the  enterprise 
manifest  in  commercial  circles  is  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  is  budded  the  material  wel- 
fare of  town,  state  and  nation.  The  most 
jmiMirtant  factors  in  public  life  at  the  present 
clay  are  therefore  the  men  who  are  in  control 
of  successful  business  in  terests',  and  such  a 


one  is  Henry  E.  Houghton,  an  extensive 
stock  dealer  of  Woodhull,  Illinois. 

He  was  born  in  Chester,  \^ermont.  June 
16,  1849,  a'ltl  is  a  son  of  Calvin  C.  and  Lucy 
E.  (Johnson)  Houghton,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work.  In  1852,  he 
was  brought  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  by  hi.- 
pareiUs,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home 
farm  in  Clover  township.  His  primary  edu- 
catiiin  was  olnained  in  the  ciimmon  schools  of 
that  locality,  and  later  he  attended  the  aca- 
demic department  of  Knox  College,  Gales- 
burg,  and  the  high  school  of  Abingdon,  Illi- 
nois. He  aided  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm  until  the  latter's  death,  and  later  suc- 
ceeded to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1896.  During  that 
}-ear  he  erected  a  commodious  and  pleasant 
residence  in  W'oodhull,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  his  time  and  attention  being 
devoted  to  the  buying  and  shipping  of  stock 
and  to  the  management  of  his  farm  property, 
for  he  is  now  the  owner  of  three  valuable 
and  well-improved  farms  of  six  hundred  and 
twenty-fi\'e  acres  in  Clover  township.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  successful  stock  dealers 
iri  the  county,  and  annually  ships  about  one 
hundred  carloads  of  stock  to  the  city  mar- 
kets in  partnership  with  J.  \\'.  Shelter.  With 
W.  C.  Stickney  and  F.  F.  Bell  he  organized 
the  company  which  are  the  present  owners 
of  the  Woodhull  Electric  Light  plant,  which 
was  erected  and  put  into  operation  in  Sep- 
tember.  1900. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1896,  Mr. 
Houghton  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Laura  Ma}'  Woods,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, but  was  reared  in  Henry  county, 
being  a  daughter  of  R.  I.  Woods,  of  W'ood- 
hull.  By  this  union  has  been  born  one  child, 
Helen  Isabel. 

Politicallv  Mr.   Houghton   is  an  ardent 
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Republican,  liaving  affiliated  with  that  part)' 
since  casting  his  lirst  presidential  vote  for 
General  U.  S.  Grant  in  1872.  Being  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  his  community  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  fill  official  positions  of 
honor  and  trust,  the  duties  of  which  hi  has 
most  capably  and  satisfactorily  discharged. 
He  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  county,  con- 
gressiiinal  and  state  conventions  of  his  party, 
and  fur  four  consecutive  years  was  an  in- 
tluential  member  of  the  county  board  of  su- 
pervisors, serving  on  the  committee  on  claims 
during  that  entire  time.  His  wife  holds 
memi)crship  in  the  I'resbvterian  Church. 


D.  O.  LOY. 


D.  O.  Loy,  a  worthy  representative  of  the 
industrial  interests  of  Henry  county,  as  well 
as  a  poet  and  author  of  ability,  is  now  suc^ 
cessfully'  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick  and  tile  at  Atkinson,  and  also  operates 
a  coal  mine  at  the  same  place.  He  was  born 
in  ]\Iorrow  county,  Ohio,  September  9,  1855. 
but  in  earl}-  childhood  removed  to  Hancock 
county,  this  state,  with  his  parents,  George 
and  Alargaret  (Cusic)  Loy,  who.  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  died  when 
our  subject  was  only  five  years  old.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a  farmer,  and  followed  that 
pursuit  in  both  Morrow  and  Hancock  coun- 
ties, Ohio,  at  the  same  time  operating  a  saw 
mill.  In  his  family  were  hve  children,  name- 
ly :  Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  Barnhilk  ex-county 
treasurer  of  Marion,  Iowa ;  ^lartin  and  ^le- 
lissa,  both  residents  of  McComb,  Ohio;  D. 
O.,  our  subject ;  and  Ella,  deceased.  For  her 
second  husband  the  mother  married  Robert 
Poe,  and  by  that  union  had  two  children, 
one  of  whom  is  still  living. 


During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr.  Loy 
atended  the  cnuntry  school  in  the  winter, 
while  the  .summer  season  was  dex'oted  to 
work.  On  coming  to  Illinois,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years,  he  located  in  Piatt  county, 
where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  one  year, 
and  then  was  engaged  in  the  clothing  busi- 
ness with  Joseph  Kuns.  at  Champaign,  for 
a  time.  Later  he  .followed  farming  in  Cham- 
paign county,  one  year,  and  then  commenced 
learning  the  business  of  manufacturing- 
brick.  Subsequently  he  embarked  in  that 
business  for  himself  at  Monticello,  where  he 
built  the  first  steam  tile  factory  in  that  local- 
ity. Selling  his  plant  in  1883  he  removed  to 
Carthage,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged 
in  the  same  business  for  a  year,  and  then 
went  to  Eldora,  Iowa,  and  bought  an  old 
terra  cotta  factory,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1885.  Although  his  plant  was  unin- 
sured he  immediately  rebuilt  and  resumed 
business.  He  finally  returned  to  lUincjis  and 
purchased  a  factory  which  had  formerly  been 
run  in  opposition  to  his  own,  and  a  year 
later  bought  his  old  plant,  operating  the  two 
together.  In  the  meantime  he  went  to  Ash- 
kum,  Iroquois  county,  and  built  a  very  fine 
tile  and  Ijrick  factory,  which  he  carried  on 
until  the  hard  times  of  1893,  when  he  closed 
out  his  business. 

In  the  winter  of  1893-4  Mr.  Loy  took  the 
picture  of  the  Illinois  Model  Farm,  made  of 
grains  and  grasses,  to  the  Midwinter  Fair 
at  San  Francisco,  and  placed  it  in  the  horti- 
cultural building.  For  two  years  he  exhibited 
the  same  on  the  Pacific  coast.  He  also  pub- 
libhed  a  book  of  poems,  profusely  illustrated, 
entitled  Poems  of  the  Golden  State  Alid- 
A\'inter  Fair,  and  another  entitled  Poems 
of  the  ^\'hit^  City.  Returning  to  Illinois  in 
1896,  he  located  in  Atkinson,  and  again  em- 
]:)arked  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  tile. 
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AltliDugli  he  was  without  a  dollar  on  reach- 
ing this  place,  he  possessed  the  strong  deter- 
mination to  succeed,  and  the  prosperity  that 
has  since  come  to  bim  is  due  entireh'  to  his 
own  industry,  perseverance  and  good  man- 
agement. At  present  he  is  also  operating  a 
coal  mine  and  in  hoth  undertakings  is  meet- 
ing with  good  success. 

In  religious  belief  ]Mr.  L03'  is  a  Presby- 
terian, and  in  politics  is  a  Republican,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  The  art 
of  composition  has  always  come  naturally  to 
him,  and  he  has  written  many  beautiful 
poems  and  songs.  A  number  of  these  were  on 
topis  connected  with  the  Spanish-American 
war,  and  he  has  also  written  many  stirring 
campaign  songs.  He  still  has  many  poems 
of  merit  that  have  ne\-er  lieen  published,  and 
deser\-es  to  be  ranked  anmng  the  leading 
poets  and  authors  of  the  west.  For  twenty 
}-ears  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Clay 
Workers'  Association,  and  lias  written  and' 
recited  a  number  of  odes  in  its  honor,  and  has 
also  (lone  the  same  for  the  Annual  Fire 
Chiefs'  Association. 


MRS.   M.VRV  J.   STITT. 

One  of  the  most  highly  respected  ladies 
of  Oxford  township  is  .Mrs.  Alary  J.  Stitt, 
who  has  lived  on  the  farm  on  section  27, 
where  she  now  resides,  for  thirty-one  years. 
She  is  a  native  of  Knox  county,  Ilinois.  and 
a  daughter  of  I).  J.  Paden,  who  was  born  in 
Crawford  cmnity.  Pennsylvania,  in  Decem- 
ber. iS_'3,  while  the  birth  of  her  paternal 
grandfather,  Lsaac  J'aden,  occurred  in  Fay- 
ette county,  the  same  state,  in  1800.  Her  an- 
cestors were  of  Scotch  origin  and  earlv  set- 
tlers of  those  counties. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  D.  |.  Paden 


was  reared  and  educated,  and  with  his  par- 
ents came  to  Illinois  about  1842,  locating  in 
Knox  county,  where  he  married  Lucinda 
McCaw,  a  nati\-e  of  Indiana  county,  Penn- 
sylyania.  and  a  daughter  of  William  ]\Ic- 
Caw,  wdio  was  born  in  Scotland  and  died  in 
the  Keystone  state.  Throughout  his  active 
business  life  Mr.  Paden  followed  the  car- 
penter's and  joiner's  trade.  In  1870  he  re- 
moved to  Page  C(junty.  Iowa,  and  located  on ' 
a  farm.  He  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sev- 
er.ty-fi\'e  years,  and  now  makes  his  home  with 
a  son  in  that  county,  his  wife  having  died 
December  20,    1890. 

1\Irs.  Stitt  was  reared  in  Henry  county, 
and  received  a  g<:":>d  common-school  educa- 
iton,  which  enabled  her  to  successfully  en- 
gage in  teaching  for  a1>out  five  years  prior 
to  her  marriage.  On  the  19th  of  August, 
1869,  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  James 
Stitt,  wdio  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Pennsylvania,  October  4,  1827,  and  there 
grew^  to  manhood.  He  was  the  son  of  \\'ill- 
iam  and  Margaret  I  Harmonni)  Stitt,  his 
father  Ijeing  a  farmer  in  Franklin  county, 
and  of  Irish  descent,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject  coming  from  county  Down,  Ireland, 
about  1 79 1.  William  Stitt  ci^ntinued  to  en- 
gage in  farming  in  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, until  his  coming  to  Oxford  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  1856.  He 
made  his  home  near  his  son.  and  there  died 
in  February,  1873.  His  wife  was  also  a 
native  of  Pennsyhania.  of  German  parent- 
age. She  made  her  home  \\ith  her  son  James 
prior  to  her  death  in  1879.  They  were  mem- 
1)ers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  early  life,  James  Stitt,  our  subject, 
learned  the  tailor's  trade.  In  1850  he  made 
an  overland  trip  to  California  with  a  wagon 
train,  and  spent  two  years  in  prospecting 
and  mining  in  tlie  gold  fields,  returning  home 
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1)\-  wa}-  <)f  the  Istlinius  of  Panama  and  Xew 
York  city.  In  1853  he  \va,s  first  married 
to  Elizalietli  Hammond,  in  I'ennsxlvania. 
and  tlien  removed  to  Stockbridge,  Michigan, 
V  here  lie  engaged  in  farming  and  working 
at  his  trade  for  a  short  time,  but  the  follow- 
ing year  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  ar- 
riving here  im  the  4th  of  July.  1854.  He 
purchased  the  farm  on  section  27.  Oxfurd 
township,  where  his  family  still  reside, 
though  at  that  time  it  was  a  tract  nf  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  unbroken  jirairie, 
which  he  at  once  began  to  ini|)ro\-e  and  cul- 
tixate. 

In  1862  Mr.  Stitt  joined  the  boys  in  blue 
of  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  chosen 
corporal  of  his  company.  Me  was  in  actix'e 
ser\ice  for  three  years,  ami  participated  in  a 
number  of  important  engagements,  including 
the  battles  of  Knoxville,  Resaca,  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  the  battles  of  Franklin,  Xashvillc 
and  Wilmington,  and  the  East  Tennessee 
raid.  He  was  also  in  a  large  number  of  skir- 
mishes and  lesser  fights,  and  was  twice 
wounded,  first  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and 
sericiusly  at  \\'ilmington,  North  Carolina. 
His  term  of  enlistment  ha\'ing  expired  he 
■was  honorabl}^  discharged  June  20,  1865. 

Mr.  Stitt's  first  wife  died  in  January. 
1869,  leaving  five  of  the  seven  children  born 
to  them,  namely :  Lawrence,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  Colorado:  Frank  E.,  who  is 
married  and  lives  in  Coin,  Page  coimt}-, 
Iowa;  Amanda  became  the  wife  of  W.  C. 
Cole,  December  9,  1885.  and  died  Septem- 
ber 9,  1896;  Wesley  K.,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  \'iola.  Illinois;  and  Elmer  M.,  wiio 
makes  his  home  in  Montana.  The  children 
born  of  the  second  marriage  are  as  follows : 
Charles,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Bar- 
ton county,  Kansas;  James  H.  and  William 


L.,  wdio  carry  on  the  home  farm  for  their 
mother,  since  the  death  of  their  father :  Lu- 
cia, one  (jf  the  successful  teachers  of  the 
county,  residing  at  home:  and  Harr}-  W.. 
who  is  attending  the  State  University  at 
Champaign.  Illinois. 

Upon  his  farm  Mr.  Stitt  erected  a  com- 
modious and  substantial  residence,  and  made 
nian_\-  other  permanent  improvements,  so  that 
the  farm  is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable 
in  the  localit}-.  Besides  this  property  he  had 
also  owned  land  in  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas. He  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  his  community 
as  well  as  an  extensive  stock  buyer,  and 
these  industries  are  still  carried  on  in  a  prof- 
itable manner  by  his  sons,  wdio  annually 
ship  from  three  to  five  carloads  of  cattle  and 
hogs  to  the  city  markets.  Politically  he  was 
iuentitietl  with  the  Republican  party  for  some 
}ears,  but  being  a  strong  temperance  man  he 
finally  gave  his  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Prohibition  part}'.  He 
served  for  some  years  as  township  school 
trustee,  and  filled  other  local  offices  of  honor 
and  trust.  For  over  forty  years  he  was  a 
consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  ]\Ietho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  upright  and 
honorable  life  gained  for  him  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died 
upon  his  farm  April  25,  1896,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Summit  Level  cemetery.  'Since 
his  death  Mrs.  Stitt  and  her  sons  ha\-e  suc- 
cessfulh-  managed  the  business  affairs  of  the 
family,  and  she  has  displayed  excel- 
lent business  and  executi\e  al)ility.  She  is 
well  and  favorably  kiK.iwn  throughout  this 
section  of  the  county,  and  her  family  is  one 
of  prominence  in  the  community  where  they 
reside.  For  thirty-four  years  she  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 
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CHARLES  R.  LORY. 

Charles  R.  Lury,  the  leading  photog- 
rapher of  Kewanee.  was  horn  in  Platteville, 
A\'isconsin.  on  the  14th  of  February,  1S56, 
and  was  <inly  eight  years  old  when  he  first 
came  tu  Kewanee.  His  father,  Richard  ( 
Lory,  was  Ijnrn  in  CL)rnwall,  England,  in 
183 1,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated, 
l;eing  nineteen  _\'ears  of  age  wlien  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  his  parents,  :\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Jolm  Lory.  The  family  located  in  Platte- 
A-ille,  Wisconsin,  where  Richard  Lory  mar- 
ried Aliss  Eliza  Trenery,  also  a  native  of 
Cornwall,  England,  who  as  a  child  had  come 
to  this  country  with  her  parents  and  settled 
in  Platteville.  There  they  continued  to  make 
their  hnnie  until  their  remo\-aI  to  Kewanee 
in  1804.  Here  Mr.  hovy  was  engaged  in 
the  C(ial  husiness  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred August  2z„  1877.  His  widow  still 
survives  him  and  is  a  memljer  of  the  Primi- 
tive ]\Iethodist  Church. 

During  his  boyhood  and  _\outh  Charles  R, 
Lor}-  pursued  his  studies  in  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  Kewanee,  after  which  he 
was  variously  employed  for  a  time.  In  1877 
he  commenced  learning  photographv  in  a 
gallery  in  that  city,  and  for  a  time  followed 
his  chosen  occupation  at  Eldorado,  Kansas, 
but  in  1892  returned  to  Kewanee,  where  he 
opened  a  studio  of  his  own.  He  was  alone 
in  business  until  1897,  when  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  George  M.  Strong,  a  prom- 
inent luisiness  man  of  this  place,  but  the  fol- 
lowing year  purchased  his  partner's  interest 
and  has  since  conducted  the  business  alone. 
He  i^.  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  best 
and  most  artistic  ])hotogTaphers  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state,  and  therefore  receives  a 
Iil)eral  share  of  the  public  i)atronage. 

On  the  19th  of  .\ugust,  1888,  Mr,  Lory 


was  united  in  marriage  with  ^liss  Mar}-  J. 
Thompson,  a  daughter  of  Robert  S.  and 
Xancy  (  Callender  )  Thompson,  both  natives 
of  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  fa- 
ther's early  life  was  spent  upon  a  farm  near 
Pittsburg,  where  he  contintied  to  make  his 
home  until  coming  to  Kewanee,  Illinois,  in 
1883.  Here  he  died  May  5.  1892.  His  wif^ 
had  departed  thi^  life  on  the  20th  of  June. 
1881.  }klrs.  Lory  is  a  memlier  of  the  Prim- 
itive Methodist  Church,  which  her  hushanil 
attends  and  supi)orts. 

Eor  some  time  Mr.  Lory  has  been  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Kewanee  public  library  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  purchasing  committee.  He  has 
also  served  as  secretary  of  the  same  for 
eight  years,  and  to  his  untiring  efforts  much 
o\  the  success  of  the  library  is  due.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  memlier  of  the  Knights  of  Py- 
thias and  the  Alodern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  he  has  been  secretary  of  Camp,  Xo.  84. 
for  three  years.  He  occupies  a  prominent 
])Osition  in  musical  circles,  and  for  a  number 
of  3'ears  has  been  leader  of  the  Kewanee  ^lil- 
itary  Band,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  bands 
in  this  locality.  He  is  also  very  fond  of  lit- 
erature and  art.  and  has  one  of  the  liest  se- 
lected pri\ate  libraries  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  In  1899  he  built  a  beautiful  home  on 
Prospect  street,  in  one  of  the  finest  residence 
portions  of  the  city,  and  it  has  become  a 
favorite  resort  of  a  cultm-ecl  societv  circle. 


JOHX  REARDOX. 

For  many  years  John  Reardon,  who  is 
now  deceased,  was  one  of  the  leading  agrictil- 
turists  of  Munson  township,  and  the  fine 
farm  which  he  there  improved  is  still  in 
possession  of  his  widow.     He  was  born  in 
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county  Cork.  Ireland,  July  4,  1825.  and  was 
a  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Fitzgerald)  Rear- 
don,  also  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  through- 
out life.  In  their  family  were  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  came  to  tha 
United  States  and  are  no  wdeceased. 

It  was  in  1847  that  our  subject  emigrated 
to  .\merica,  sailing  from  Cork,  Ireland,  and 
landing  in  Quebec,  Canada.  After  working 
for  a  time  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  Dominion, 
he  went  to  Michigan,  and  later  to  Toledo, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  on  the  docks. 
While  there  he  was  married.  May  2,  1854, 
10  Miss  Margaret  Clare,  who  was  also  born 
in  Ireland,  September  30,  1826,  and  came  to 
America  in  April,  1847, — the  year  of  the  big 
emigration.  She  was  one  of  a  famil}'  of  eight 
children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  who 
on  coming  to  this  country  settled  in  Kings- 
ton, Canada,  but  soon  became  scattered.  ?ilrs. 
Reardon's  brothers  are  now  deceased ;  one 
sister  resides  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  had  one  child,  Mary,  born  De- 
cember 31,  1855.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Au- 
gust Johnson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  now 
operates  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Mun- 
son  township,  and  they  lia\'e  three  children, 
Sherman,  John,  Mary  and  Alay. 

For  one  year  after  their  marriage  ^Mr. 
and  Airs.  Reardon  continued  to  reside  in  To-, 
ledo,  Ohio,  and  in  1859  removed  to  Bloom- 
ington,  Dlinois,  near  which  place  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  George  Hill  for  four  years. 
The  following  three  years  were  spent  in 
Galva,  where  ]\Ir.  Reardon  was  employed  as 
section  foreman  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Ouincy  Railroad.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of 
land  in  ]\Iunson  township,  this  county,  from 
P.  P.  Allen.  The  land  was  all  broken,  but 
he  erected  the    house    and    barn  and  made 


many  other  improvements  which  added 
greatly  to  the  value  and  attracti\'e  apjjcar- 
ance  of  the  place.  For  twenty  years  he  con- 
tinued to  successfully  engage  in  farming, 
but  in  1888  purchased  a  good  home  in  Gen- 
eseo,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  24,  1890.  His  remains 
were  interred  at  Geneseo.  His  widow  has 
since  sold  the  house  at  that  place  and  erected 
a  more  convenient  cottage  for  herself,  where 
she. delights  to  entertain  her  many  friends. 
She  rents  her  farm  to  her  son-in-law.  Mr. 
Reardon  always  took  an  active  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  and  for 
three  years  efficiently  served  as  road  master 
in  Munson  township.  In  religious  belief  he 
was  a  Catholic,  to  which  church  his  wife  and 
daughter  also  belong.  The  family  are  high- 
ly respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
them. 


FRANK  H.  EDWARDS. 

This  prosperous  and  well-known  farmer 
residing  on  section  10,  Western  township, 
IS  a  man  whose  sound  common  sense  and 
vigor,  able  management  of  his  affairs  have 
been  important  factors  in  his  success,  and 
with  his  undoubted  integrity  of  character 
have  gi\en  him  an  honored  position  among 
his  fellow  men. 

]\Ir.  Edwards  was  born  in  INIoline,  Rock 
Island  county,  August  2,  1857,  and  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  this  state.  His  father, 
Herbert  Edwards,  was  born  in  Brattleboro, 
Vermont,  about  1827,  and  was  a  son  of 
William  Edwards,  who  in  1835  brought  his 
family  to  Green  county  and  one  year  later 
to  Illinois,  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Moline  and  opening  up  a  farm  which  is 
now  within  the  city  limits.     There  Herbert 
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Edwards  grew  to  manliixid,  and  in  Rock 
Island  county  married  Harriet  Godon.  a  na- 
tive of  Michigan  and  a  daughter  of  Amos 
Gordon,  who  was  al>o  a  pioneer  of  that  coun- 
ty. Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  ac- 
tive Inisiness  Hfe  Herhert  Edwards  followed 
the  plasterer's  trade,  but  in  1867  he  removed 
t(i  Henry  county  and  located  on  a  farm  in 
Western  township,  following  agricultural 
])iu-suits  until  his  death.  Deceniher  21.  iSjJ. 
His  widow  has  married  again  and  now  re- 
sides in  Geneseo. 

Reared  in  Henry  county,  Frank  H.  Ed- 
wards acquired  his  early  eckication  in  its 
district  schools,  and  later  pursued  his  studies 
for  a  few  terms  under  Professor  Comstock, 
of  Colona.  He  remained  on  the  farm  with 
liis  motlier  and  operated  a  part  of  the  place 
until  twenty-fi\e  years  of  age.  On  the  J^d 
of  Januarw  1H83.  near  Flanagan.  Livings- 
tun  ciiunty,  Illinois,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ^Nliss  Anna  yi.  Smith,  a  native 
of  [Maryland,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  A. 
Smith,  who  removed  from  that  state  to  Li\-- 
ingston  county,  where  Mrs.  Edwards  was 
principal!}'  reared  and  educated.  By  this 
imion  were  horn  four  children:  Ella  B..  H. 
Koyce.  Ethel  H.  and  Elwnod  Glenn,  all  at 
liome. 

Charles  A.  Smith  wa>  Imrn  in  (iennany, 
and  when  young  came  to  the  United  States, 
laniling  in  New  \'ork  and  .going  from  there 
to  Mar}-land,  where  he  married  Elizabeth 
Hays,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  who  was 
brought  by  her  i)arents  tn  this  country  when 
she  was  two  and  a  half  years  old.  the  famil_\ 
locating  in  Cuml>erland.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  removed  x>>  1-ivingston  count v, 
Illinois,  locating  near  Long  Point,  but  later 
moving  to  a  farm  near  Flanagan,  where  Mr. 
Smith  now  lives.  His  wife  died  December 
8.    1898. 


Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Edwards  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  the  farm  in  Western  town- 
ship where  the}'  still  continue  to  reside.  In 
its  operation  he  has  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess, and  to  the  original  tract  he  has  added 
from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  which  he  has  placed 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  well 
tilled  fields  are  made  to  yield  a  golden  trib- 
ute in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  bestowed 
upon  them,  and  exerything  about  the  place 
betokens  thirft  and  prosperity.  The  build- 
ings are  neat  and  substantial,  and  the  pleas- 
ant home  is  the  aljode  of  prosperity  and  good 
cheer.  In  conection  with  general  farming 
Mr.  Edwards  raises  and  feeds  considerable 
stock.  The  Republican  party  has  always 
found  in  him  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  prin- 
ciples, hut  he  has  never  cared  for  political 
preferment,  desiring  rather  to  give  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  his  business  interests.  He 
and  his  wife  are  active  and  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  English  Lutheran  Church  of  Mor- 
ristown.  with  which  he  is  now  ofificially  con 
nected.  and  the}-  are  people  of  prominence 
ir.  the  communitv  where  thev  reside. 


WTLLIA.M  FOR(;V. 

One  of  Clover  townshi])"s  most  sulistan- 
tial  and  successful  agriculturists  is  William 
Forgy.  who  dates  his  residence  in  Henry 
county  from  the  2nd  of  April.  1854,  and  to- 
day owns  and  occupies  a  fine  farm  of  one 
hinidred  and  sixtv  acres  on  section  8,  two 
aritl  a  half  miles  from  \\'ooillnill.  He  was 
horn  in  what  is  now  Morrow  count}-,  Ohio, 
May  27,  1826,  and  is  a  grandson  of  Robert 
Forgy,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  the 
r.ew-  world  at  an  earlv  dav  and  settled  in  Mif- 
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flin  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  lie  opened 
up  and  improved  a  farm.  Tliere  tlie  fatlier, 
John  Forgy,  was  born  in  1 799.  On  reach- 
ing manhood  he  was  married  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Jane  Mil- 
ler, a  native  of  that  county,  her  father  dying 
young.  In  early  life  John  Forgy  engaged  in 
.school  teaching  for  some  years,  and  in  1825 
removed  to  Richland  county,  Ohio,  becoming- 
one  of  its  first  settlers.  There  he  entered 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  timber  land 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness  improved 
a  farm,  upon  which  he  reared  his  family. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  who  was 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  he  married' again 
and  removed  to  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  where 
he  purchased  a  place  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  tlying  I'ebruary  14,  iHjj. 

In  the  county  of  his  natixity  William 
Forgy  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
boys,  aiding  in  labors  of  field  and  meadow, 
and  attending  the  district  schools  for  a  few 
weeks  during  the  winter  season  wlien  his 
serxices  were  not  needed  at  home.  In  1S49 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  he  went 
to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  and  the  following  year 
crossed  the  plains  to  California  with  an  ox 
team,  landing  in  Bear  \'alley.  He  spent  two 
years  in  gold  mining  on  the  Feather  and  Yu- 
ba rivers  and  making  some  money  when  his 
health  permitted,  but  he  lost  considerable 
time  on  account  of  illness.  In  1852  he  return- 
ed to  his  old  home  in  Ohio  b}-  way  of  the  Nic- 
aragua route  to  New  York.  In  1853  he 
came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  purchased 
land,  but  soon  returned  to  Ohio  to  take  care 
of  the  crops  which  he  had  planted.  In  the 
>pring  of  1854,  however,  he  located  upon  his 
land  in  this  county,  and  at  once  began  the 
work  of  improvement  and  cultivation  until 
he  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  of  its  size 


in  the  township.  He  purchased  more  land 
from  time  to  time  until  he  had  four  hundred 
acres,  and  throughout  his  business  career  has 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising. 

Before  lea\-ing  Ohio,  Air.  Forgy  was 
married,  I'\'bruary  _'i,  1854,  to  ]\Iiss  Eva 
Moody,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Stockdale)  Moody.  \vho  was  burn  in  the 
same  neighborhood  as  her  husband.  Their 
.wedding  journey  was  the  tri])  to  this  county, 
\\  hich  was  made  by  team  and  lasted  twenty- 
seven  days.  They  became  the  parents  of  five 
children  who  reached  years  of  maturity, 
namely:  Allen  T.,  a  resident  of  Galesburg, 
a  graduate  of  Hedding  College,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  has  two  children,  Herman  C,  and 
riora;  Nellie  J.,  also  a  graduate  of  Hedding 
College,  wife  of  J.  L.  Carnes,  by  whom  she 
has  one  daughter,  Kate  E. ;  Ralph  Judd,  a 
farmer  of  Union  county,  Iowa,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  has  one  child,  and  ;  William  H.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years :  and 
Robert  J.,  who  is  now  operating  the  home 
farm.  All  the  children  were  offered  good 
educati(_)nal  advantages.  The  wife  and 
mother  passed  away  January  12,  1899,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Clo\'er  Chapel  cemetery. 
.She  was  a  consistent  and  faithful  member  of 
the  Woodhull  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  Mr.  Forgy  belongs.  He  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Franklin  Pierce  in 
1852,  and  has  since  been  identified  with  the 
Democracy,  being  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
Ijrinciples,  although  he  has  voted  for  pro- 
hibition. He  was  the  first  collector  in  Clo\-ei' 
township,  and  for  three  terms  most  cred- 
itably and  satisfactorily  served  as  supervi- 
sor. He  also  filled  the  ofiice  of  school  direc- 
tor for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  and  has 
ser\'ed  as  district  clerk  and  president  of  the 
board,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the 
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educational  interests  of  the  community.  Fra- 
tcrnall}'  lie  ha^  atifiliated  witli  the  Grange  and 
has  served  as  master  of  the  local  Grange.  He 
is  an  enterprising.  ]niblic-s|)irited  citizen  and 
i:-  ever  ready  to  ad\ance  thuse  interests  for 
the  pubHc  good. 


O.  \\'.  LAGER. 


O.  W.  Lager,  of  the  firm  of  Lager  & 
Ciimpan}-.  is  proprietor  of  "the  Leader"  of 
Anna  wan,  and  is  one  of  the  most  progressive 
business*  men  of  that  thriving  little  town. 
His  ability,  enterprise  and  upriglit  methods 
have  gained  for  him  an  enviable  reputation 
in  business  circles,  and  although  he  is  still  a 
A-oung  man  his  popularity  is  established  on  a 
firm  basis^ — that  of  his  own  well-tested  merit. 

'Sir.  Lager  was  born  on  a  farm  east  of 
Stockholm.  Sweden,  January  i,  1877,  and  is 
a  son  of  Alfred  and  Emily  Lager,  natives  of 
the  same  locality,  who  brought  their  family 
to  America  in  1882,  when  our  subject  was 
five  years  old,  and  located  in  Genesee.  In 
liis  native  land  the  father  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  which  he  still  continues  to  follow 
at  Geneseo. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  eight  children.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Geneseo,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  began  his  business  career 
iM  clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store  of  Bickel  & 
Cook,  of  Geneseo,  in  whose  employ  he  re- 
mained for  eight  years.  In  March,  1898, 
the  firm  of  Lager  &  Company  was  formed 
and  purchased  the  department  store  of  J.  L. 
&  L.  T.  Dow  at  Annawan.  They  carry  a 
large  and  well  assorted  stock  of  dry  goods, 
boots,  shoes,  .groceries,  queensware,  carpets 
:uid  clothing,  in  fact  everything  found  in  a 
first  class  department   store.      By   fair  and 


honorable  dealing  they  have  built  up  an  ex- 
cellent trade  and  now  furnish  employment 
t(  four  clerks.  3ilr.  Lager  is  also  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  C.  \\'.  Lager  &  Company,  at 
Atkinson,  the  store  at  that  place  being  under 
the  management  of  his  older  brother,  C.  W. 
Lager.  Both  establishments  are  conducted 
on  a  strictly  cash  basis,  and  to-day  are  the 
leading  business  houses  of  the  towns  in  which 
they  are  located.  Religiously  our  subject 
ir  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church. 


DANIEL  ^lALOXEY. 

Among  the  agriculturists  of  Henry  coun- 
ty who  ha\-e  met  with  marked  success  in  their 
life  work  and  are  now  able  to  lay  aside  all 
business  cares  and  spend  the  sunset  of  life  in 
ease  and  retirement  is  Daniel  Maloney,  a 
well-known  and  honored  citizen  of  Geneseo. 
Lie  was  born  in  county  Limerick,  Ireland, 
on  the  I7tli  of  Nevember,  1823.  and  was 
baptized  at  Sologhead  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Dwyer,  his  sponsors  being  Thomas  Hewitt 
and  Maria  Crowe.  His  parents  were  Daniel 
and  Catherine  (Croak)  Maloney,  also  na- 
tivs  of  county  Limerick,  who  spent  their  en- 
tire lives  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  where  the  fa- 
ther followed  the  occupation  of  farmng.  In 
their  family  were  nine  children,  of  whom  two 
sons  and  three  daughters  came  to  America, 
while  the  others  remained  in  Ireland. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  county  Tip- 
perary,  Ireland.  It  was  in  185 1  that  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  from  Liverpool  on  the 
\\'est  Point,  a  sailing  vessel,  which  was  eight 
weeks  and  three  days  in  making  the  voyage 
at  that  time.  On  landing  in  New  York,  he 
went  to  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  where  he 
worked  on  a  farm  two  years.  He  then  came 
west  and  spent  four  years  in  Kewanee,  Illi- 
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iu)is.  where  he  met  and  married  Miss  Mary 
Di)\\ney.  wlio  was  born  in  county  Kilkenny, 
Ireland,  in  1837,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Elizalieth  (Phalen)  Downey.  At  an  early 
age  she  emigrated  with  her  parents  to  Can- 
ada, where  they  spent  seyenteen  years,  and 
later  resided  for  three  years  in  Michigan 
before  coming  to  Kewanee,  Illinois.  Her  fa- 
ther, who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died 
in  1866,  and  was  buried  in  Galesburg,  Illi- 
nois, while  her  mother  died  in  1868  in 
Leayenworth,  Kansas.  Of  their  eleyen  chil- 
dren all  but  t\yo  were  born  in  Canada. 

^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Maloney  are  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  namely :  William  B.,  born  Jan- 
uary 19,  1859,  married  Nettie  Fritz  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Bureau  county,  Illi- 
nois; Patrick  H.,  born  March  17,  i860,  and 
died  December  14,  1878;  Elizabeth,  born 
September  27,  1862,  and  Louis  Michael,  and 
died  January  26,  1898,  leaying  two  children, 
Josie  and  Helen,  who  now  reside  with  our 
subject;  John  T.,  born  Xoyember  25,  1864, 
married  Hattie  McCullough,  and  is  a  re- 
tired farmer  of  Atkinson;  Oscar  D.,  born 
June  25,  1867,  is  also  a  resident  of  Atkin- 
son; Joseph  S.  S.,  born  September  16,  1869, 
was  drowned  while  swimming  near  Geneseo, 
June  14,  1892;  Francis  L.,  born  June  14, 
1872,  is  a  resident  of  Atkinson;  James,  born 
April  28,  1875,  Mary  E.  P.,  born  Xoyember 
I,  1877,  and  Edward  ^^,  born  Xoyember 
15,  1879,  are  all  at  home  with  their  parents. 

xAt  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Maloney 
liyed  in  what  is  called  the  Scott  settlement 
near  Kewanee,  and  was  working  on  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad.  Later 
he  rented  a  farm  in  Cornwall  township, 
\yhere  he  resided  for  twelye  years,  and  then 
purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  12,  the 
same  township.  On  selling  that  place  he 
bought  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres 


in  Shabbona  Groye,  w.hich  he  operated  until 
1888,  and  also  owned  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Loraine  tuwnship,  all  of 
which  property  he  acquired  through  his  own 
industry,  perseyerance  and  good  manage 
ment.  In  1888  he  remoyed  to  Atkinson, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  ten  years,  and 
then  came  to  Geneseo,  building  a  large  house 
fitted  with  all  modern  improvements,  where 
he  expects  to  spend  his  remaining  days.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he 
and  his  family  are  all  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church.  In  looking  back  through  the  past 
we  see  a  young  man  who  came  to  the  new 
world  empty-handed  in  search  of  home  and 
fortune,  and  at  present  we  see  his  ambitious 
dreams  realized,  for  he  is  now  one  of  the 
most  substantial  as  well  as  one. of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Geneseo,  and  well 
deserves  mention  in  the  history  of  his 
adopted  country. 


THOMAS  HUDSOX. 

r'rol)ably  no  man  in  this  section  of  tlm 
state  is  more  widely  known  than  Thomas 
Hudson,  who  for  many  years  has  efficiently 
served  as  state  inspector  of  coal  mines  for 
the  second  inspection  district.  He  has  made 
his  home  in  Galva  since  1883,  ^^  being  about 
the  center  of  his  district.  A  native  of  Eng- 
land, he  was  born  in  the  county  of  X'orthum- 
berland  on  the  22nd  of  ^lay,  1846,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Margaret  (Robinson) 
Hudson,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  thar 
country  as  agriculturists.  Thomas  is  the 
older  of  their  two  children,  the  other  being 
Robert,  who  is  still  a  resident  of  the  mother 
country.  There  the  father  died  when  our 
subject  was  a  small  boy,  and  the  mother  later 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Smiles,  by  \yhoni 
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she  liad  a  daughter  wlio  died  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. Mr.  Smiles,  who  was  a  miner  by  occu- 
pation, came  to  America  and  followed  that 
])ursuit  in  Pennsylvania  for  a  time.  Later 
he  spent  some  time  in  Te.xas  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  Keystone  state. 

During  his  boyhood  Thomas  Hudson 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  nati\-e  land  until  thirteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  commenced  work  in  the  mines  of 
England  as  a  trapper,  and  gradually  worked 
his  way  upward  to  his  present  responsible 
position.  He  came  to  the  new  world  in  1 871, 
his  destination  being  Henry,  Illinois,  where 
he  had  friends  living,  and  after  a  short  time 
spent  near  that  city,  he  became  a  resident  of 
Gal\-a,  where  he  engaged  in  coal  mining  for 
six  months.  Subsequently  he  followed  the 
same  occupation  at  Streator  for  ten  years, 
and  ser\'ed  as  pit  boss  for  a  time. 

In  ]klarshall  county,  Illinois,  ^Nlr.  Hud- 
son was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Eleanor 
Fairbairn,  also  a  native  of  England,  who 
died  about  a  year  after  their  marriage,  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Bella,  now  the  wife  of  Le 
Roy  2^Iiller,  a  carpenter  of  Gaha,  by  whom 
she  has  twu  children,  \'irginia  and  Helen. 
^Irs.  Miller  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school 
of  Galva  and  prior  to  her  marriage  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a  time. 
In  1877,  ^-Ir-  Hudson  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Lizzie  Hug- 
gans,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  but  was 
<jnly  two  years  old  \\hen  she  removed  with 
her  parcius  {<>  Streator,  Illinois.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  of  this  marriage  the  two 
daughters  died  in  early  childhood.  The  sons 
survive,  and  are  Fred,  a  barber  of  Galva. 
Charles  B. ;  Harry,  James  Edward,  and  Will- 
iam McKinle}'.  All  are  at  home,  and  have 
been  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Galva. 

Mr.  Hudson  was  appointed  mine  inspec- 


tor by  Go\-ernor  Hamilton  in  1883,  having 
passed  an  examination  as  to  his  competency 
ill  mining  affairs  on  such  important  matters 
as  mining  engineering,  mining  machinery 
and  appliances;  operation  of  coal  mines; 
\entilation ;  geologv-  and  chemistry.  He  is  a 
self-educated  man,  ha\ing  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  attend  school  since  thirteen  years  of 
age,  but  is  well  informed  on  general  topics 
and  especially  proficient  on  subjects  pertain- 
ing to  his  chosen  calling.  Since  first  pertain- 
mine  inspector  of  the  second  district  of  111- 
nois,  he  has  filled  that  position  under  e\"ery 
governor  except  Altgeld,  passing  the  re- 
cjuired  examination  every  two  years.  His 
long  retention  plainly  indicates  his  efficiency 
arid  trustworthiness.  Galva  being  centrally 
located  in  his  district  he  has  since  made  it  his 
liome,  and  has  been  called  upon  to  ser\'e  as 
a  member  of  the  town  board  of  trustees  of 
the  village  for  six  years.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  township  Republican  central  commit- 
tee. In  the  mining  industry  he  is  one  of 
the  most  competent  men  of  the  city,  and  has 
made  a  thorough  study  of  the  two  hundred 
mines  now  in  operation  in  his  district.  Pie  is 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Homestead  & 
Loan  Association  of  Galva.  He  owns  the 
property  which  he  has  made  his  home  since 
his  return  to  Galva  in  1883.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Hudson  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  the  blue  lodge  of  Galva  and  the  chapter 
of  Kewanee,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Court  of  Honor  of  Galva,  of  which  he  is  a 
trustee. 


L.  T.  DOW 


This  well-known  hardware  merchant  of 
Anna  wan,  was  born  in  that  town  on  the  ist 
of  .Ai^ril,   1866,  and  for  the  past  six  years 
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has  been  a  leading  representative  of  its  busi- 
ness interests.  His  father,  Captain  John  L. 
Dow,  was  born  in  Canterbury,  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, May  6,  1830,  andcame  west  in  184O 
with  his  father,  Tristram  Dow,  who  settled 
at  Buda,  Bureau  county,  IHinois.  The 
liouse  the  grandfather  erected  at  that  place 
is  still  standing.  There  he  took  up  a  tract 
of  unbroken  prairie  land  from  the  govern- 
ment and  to  its  improvements  and  cultivation 
devoted  his  time  and  energies  until  1854, 
when  the  family  came  to  Annawan.  On 
coming  west  tlie  journey  was  niade  by  the 
Erie  canal  to  Buffalo,  the  Great  Lakes  to 
Chicago,  and  by  wagon  the  remaining  dis- 
tance. The  family  consisted  of  the  following 
children :  Joseph  conducted  a  hotel  and 
livery  stable  at  Morris,  Illinois,  for  some  time 
and  later  ran  an  elevator  at  Wilton  Junction, 
Iowa,  for  several  3'ears.  From  there  he  re- 
moved to  Bedford,  Taylor  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  died  in  1893.  Tristram  T.  removed 
to  Davenport,  in  1870,  and  died  there  in 
18S2.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  as  a 
pri\-ale  and  during  his  service  was  promoted 
to  major.  Elmira  married  Ezra  Austin,  of 
Buda,  Illinois,  and  died  several  years  ago. 
Josiah  is  a  resident  of  Davenport,  Iowa. 
John  L.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  next 
of  the  family.  Mary  became  the  wife  of 
Jacob  Miller  and  died  in  Princetown,  Illi- 
nois, in  1895,  and  Lyman,  now  deceased. 

John  L.  Dow  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  remained 
with  the  family  until  after  their  removal 
to  Annawan,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  with  his  two  brothers,  Tris- 
tram T.  and  Josiah,  for  about  ten  years. 
They  next  turned  their  attention  to  the  grain 
business,  owning  the  old  elevator  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  They  were  also  very  ex- 
tensive land  owners  in  this  locality.     Sub- 


sequently John  L.  Dow  built  the  elevator  now 
conducted  by  Mr.  Dewey.  In  1882  he  re- 
moved to  Davenport,  Imva,  wliere  he  was 
interested  in  an  elevator  and  also  in  the 
Crescent  Mills,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Dow,  Gilman  &  Hancock.  He  was  connect- 
ed with  the  hardware  business  at  Anna- 
wan, but  throughout  life  devoted  his  time 
principally  to  tlie  grain  business.  He  died 
at  his  home  in  Davenport,  July  5,  1899,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
October  i,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  musician  in 
a  regimental  band.  When  the  regimental 
jjands  were  discontinued  and  only  one  band' 
for  each  Ijrigade  retained  he  was  discharged 
and  in  August,  1862,  re-enlisted  in  Co.  A, 
One  Hundred  and  Tw-elfth  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  L^pon  the  organization  of  the 
company  he  was  elected  second  lieutenant 
of  his  company  by  a  unanimous  vote.  He 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
at  Peoria,  Illinois,  September  20,  1862,  and 
promoted  to  first  lieutenant  April  13,  1863, 
to  take  effect  February  i,  1863.  On  Novem- 
Ijer  18,  1863,  Captain  Asa  A.  Lee  was  killed 
in  action  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  March 
5,  1864,  First  Lieutenant  John  L.  Dow  was 
promoted  to  Captain,  his  commission  taking 
eft'ect  November  18,  1863,  the  day  of  Cap- 
tain Lee's  death.  John  L.  Dow  remained 
with  his  regiment  from  the  time  of  his  enlist- 
ment until  the  close  of  the  year,  excepting 
when  detailed  to  other  .special  service.  As  a 
soldier  and  an  ofiicer  he  always  knew  his 
dut)-  and  did  it.  In  action  he  was  always  on 
the  front  line  of  danger  with  his  men,  in 
camp  he  was  ever  solicitous  of  the  welfare 
and  comfort  of  his  comrades.  October  8, 
1862,  his  command  left  Peoria  and  went  lo 
Covington,  Kentucky.  From  there  they 
went  to  Lexington,  arriving  at  the  latter 
place  October  24.     Here  his  company  was 
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engaged  in  scouting  and  skirmishing,  against 
Alorgan.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in 
I\Ionticello,  Kentucky.  During  this  ser- 
vice his  regiment  was  mounted,  doing  cav- 
alry service.  He  also  participated  in  Gen- 
eral Saunder's  raid,  Franklin,  Tennessee,  and 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  was  wounded' in 
action  at  Kelley's  Ford,  Tennessee,  January 
28,  1864.  On  July  15,  1863,  he  was  detailed 
as  assistant  inspector  general  and  provost 
marshal  until  January  i,  1864,  and  April  3,, 
1865,  he  was  again  detailed  as  provost  mar- 
shal of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  in 
which  capacity  he  serveij  until  mustered  out 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  commission  appointed  to  carry  out  the 
terms  of  the  military  convention  of  the  Fed- 
eral and  Confederate  armies.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  returned  to  Annawan. 

He  married  J\Iiss  Maggie  Lamb,  October 
4.  1S62,  a  native  of  Galashiels,  Scotland, 
l.iorn  July  15,  1841,  and  came  to  America 
with  her  parents  in  1850,  settling  in  Ann.i- 
wan,  Illinois.  The  marriage  took  place  when 
Mr.  Dow  was  encamped  with  his  regiment 
at  Peoria,  Illinois.  She  now  makes  her 
home  in  Davenport.  Our  subject  is  the 
oldest  of  the  five  children  horn  of  this  union, 
the  others  being  Hilary,  wife  of  L'harles 
Pasche,  cashier  of  the  Iowa  National  IJank 
•of  Davenport;  J.  II.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
stock  business  at  W'interset,  Iowa;  George, 
lime-keeper  for  the  Johnson  Construction 
Conipany  of  Davenport ;  and  Jennie,  at  home 
with  her  mother. 

The  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  L.  T. 
Dow  passed  in  his  native  town,  and  then 
.accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Davenport.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  both  places,  and  acquired  a  good  practical 
education  which  has  well  fitted  him  for  busi- 
ness life.     On  starting  out  in  life  for  him- 


self he  was  first  engaged  in  the  grain  business 
at  Winterset,  Iowa,  for  four  years  and  in 
1894  returned  to  Annawan,  becoming  pro- 
prietor of  the  hardware  store  which  he  has 
since  conducted.  He  is  an  energetic  and 
progressive  business  man,  and  is  meeting 
with  well-merited  success.  He  was  married 
on  the  4th  of  February,  1895.  to  Miss  Myrtle 
Sweet,  of  Stuart,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  John 
L.  Sweet,  now  deceased.  They  are  quite 
popular  sociall}-  and  enjoy  the  hospitality  of 
the  best  homes  of  Annawan. 


PERRY  THEODORE  LEWIS. 

Among  the  young  and  enterprising  farm- 
ers of  Cornwall  township,  who  are  meeting 
with  success  in  this  chosen  calling  is  Perry 
T.  Lewis,  who  owns  and  operates  a  well  im- 
proved and  highly  cultivated  farm  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  6.  A  native  of  Henry  coun- 
ty, he  was  born  in  Cornwall  township,  June 
16,  1874,  and  is  one  of  the  four  sons  of  Will- 
iam J.  and  Eliza  (Claypool)  Lewis,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
volume. 

During  his  lioyhood  and  youth  our  sub- 
ject attended  the  local  schools,  and  made 
his  home  with  his  father  until  twenty  years 
of  age.  \Vhen  not  in  school  his  time  and  at- 
tention was  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  home 
farm,  and'  in  this  way  he  acquired  a  good 
practical  knowledge  of  the  occupation  which 
he  now  follows.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  devotes  considerable  time  to  the 
raising  of  stock,  his  specialty  being  Hereford 
cattle,  which  he  raises  for  breeding  purposes. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1895,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Lewis  and  Miss 
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Hilda  Borkgren.  a  native  of  this  county,  and 
a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  ( Sell ) 
Borkgren,  who  were  born  in  Sweden  and 
came  to  America  in  1866.  locating  in  this 
county.  Her  parents  are  still  residents  of 
Cornwall  township,  where  the  father  is  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  their  family  are  six 
children,  namely:  Theodore,  born  October 
30,  1872,  married  Efifie  Willard  and  lives 
in  Munson  township,  Henry  county;  Hilda, 
l)orn  October  29,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Frederick,  born  February  3,  1877; 
Martin,  born  November  9,  1880;  J^ayniond, 
born  December  28,  1886;  and  Mabel,  burn 
May  21,  1891,  are  all  at  home.  ]\lr.  and 
"Mrs.  Lewis  are  the  parents  of  two  children ; 
Kyle  Raymond,  born  December  2,  1895,  and 
Ora  Marie,  born  June  23,  1899. 

Mr.  Lewis  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Republican  party  and  its  prin- 
ciples, and  he  takes  a  commendalile  interest 
in  public  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  Xo.  201. 
Mystic  Workers,  a  beneficiary  organization, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  young  men 
of  his  communitv. 


\\ILLIAM  R.  WIXTER. 

^^'illiam  R.  Winter,  a  representative  far- 
mer of  Cornwall  township,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 24,  is  one  of  Henry  county's  native  sons. 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Annawan  town- 
ship, on  the  1st  of  March,  i860.  His  father, 
George  Winter,  was  born  in  Lincolnshire, 
England,  in  1833.  He  was  one  of  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  four  of  whom  came  to 
this  country  and  three  are  still  living, 
namely :  Jane,  who  married  Robert  Broad- 
bent  and  resides  in  Cornwall  township; 
Sarah  married  J.  Little  and  resides  in  Bureau 


county:  Charles,  who  lives  in  Iowa.  The 
other  brother.  John,  was  killed  in  the 
Civil  war. 

There  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Gash,  a  nati\-e  of  the  same  place, 
by  whom  he  has  one  child.  In  1858  he  emi- 
grated to  America,  the  \-oyage  from  Li\-er- 
pool  being  made  on  a  sailing  vessel.  He 
landed  at  Castle  Garden  and  after  spending 
two  days  in  New  York  proceeded  to  Chicago, 
where  he  staid  over  night,  and  then  came 
direct  to  Annawan,  Henry  county.  For  one 
year  he  was  in  the  employ  of  various  far- 
mers in  that  locality,  then  rented  land  for 
five  years;  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  pur- 
chased one  huntlred  and  thirty  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land  in  Cornwall  township, 
to  which  he  subsequently  added  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  He  placed  his  land  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  made  many 
improvements  thereon.  Having  come  to  this 
country  in  limited  circumstances  he  has  ever 
made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  and 
through  his  own  unaided  efforts  accumulateil 
a  handsome  property,  his  life  illustrating 
what  can  be  accomplished  through  industry, 
perseverance,  good  management  and  a  deter- 
mination to  succeed.  He  died  on  the  2;^-,d 
of  September,  1899,  and  was  buried  in  Fair- 
view  cemetery.  His  wife  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 3,  1818,  is  still  living,  making  her  home 
with  our  subject. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm  William 
Winter  acquired  his  literary  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborjiood,  and 
early  obtained  an  excellent  knowledge  of  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  the  old  homestead  and  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
bn  the  i8th  of  February,  1891,  he  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  jMiss  Priscilla  Plumtree, 
a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Sophia  (Bowler) 
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I'lumtree.  imw  residents  nf  Kewanee.  Her 
father  was  burn  in  I'anihridg-esliire.  luigiand, 
and  came  tu  the  new  wurld  in  J  841^  \vhile 
the  motlier  was  hum  in  l.ondcm.  iMigiand, 
ar.d  crossed'  the  Atlantic  to  this  cnuntrv  in 
1848.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Winter  have  had  three 
children  :  VMUiam.  who  was  l)orn  Feliruary  9, 
1892,  and  died  in  infancy;  Ethel  Jane,  Ijorn 
P'ebriiary  17.  1893;  and  Elijah.  l)orn  June 
30,  1897.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr. 
Winter  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  capably 
tilled  the  office  of  school  director  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  is  public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive and  takes  a  commendable  interest 
in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
liis  communitv. 


LEWIS   HUXT 


Among  the  leading  representatives  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Cornwall  town- 
ship is  Lewis  Hunt,  whose  home  is  on  sec- 
tion 25.  For  almost  sixty  years  lie  has  been 
a  resident  of  the  county,  and  has  therefore 
witnessed  almost  its  entire  development. 
When  he  located  here  in  1842  Alorristown 
\\-as  the  county  seat,  and  the  court  house  was 
a  frame  structure  eighteen  by  twenty-four 
feet.  The  following  year,  howe\er,  this 
building  was  converted  int(j  a  school  house, 
as  the  count}"  seat  was  remo\-ed  to  Cam- 
b)ridge. 

yiv.  Hunt  was  born  in  the  town  of  Led- 
ger, Cayuga  county.  \ew  \'ork.  January  (>. 
1829,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  l-llecta 
(Erwin)  Hunt,  both  natives  of  Roxbury, 
Connecticut.  In  early  life  the  father  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a  cloth  dresser  and  also 
engaged  in  farming  to  some  extent.  He 
lived  for  a  time  in  Canada,  aljout  one  hun- 


dred and  seventy-five  miles  east  of  Detroit, 
and'  from  that  place  removed  to  Iowa,  it  re- 
quiring twenty-two  days  to  make  the  jour- 
ney. After  two  weeks  spent  in  that  state, 
ho\ve\-er,  he  came  to  Illinois.  In  coming 
down  the  jNIississippi  the  boat  on  which  he 
was  a  passenger  was  frozen  in  the  ri\er  and 
they  crossed  that  stream  on  the  ice  April  1 1, 
1842.  Three  days  later  the  ice  in  the  ri\er 
w-as  two  feet  thick,  that  being  one  of  the 
coldest  winters  known  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  Our  subject's  brother  purchased' 
two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  raw  prairie 
land  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Colona 
Station,  antl  our  sul)ject  aided  in  its  de\-elop- 
ment.  In  early  days  he  mowed  grass  where 
the  station  now  stands,  and  ai  that  time  knew 
almost  every  man  in  the  county.  He  is  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  three 
children.  His  brother,  Charles,  was  lioru 
in  Xew  York,  in  1819,  and  was  married  in 
Canada  to  Elizabeth  Knight.  By  trade  he 
was  a  shoemaker.  He  died  and  was  buried 
at  Geneseo,  this  county.  The  sister,  Eliza- 
beth, was  l)orn  in  Xew  York  in  1838. 

Lewis  Hunt  made  his  first  purchase  of 
land  in  1851,  consisting  of  eighty  acres  of 
unbroken  prairie  land  one  mile  south  of  .\n- 
nawan.w  hich  he  placed  under  cultivation  and 
afterward  traded  for  one  hundred  and  twen- 
t}-  acres  of  partially  improved  land  on  .section 
2^.  Cornwall  township,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. To  this  he  has  since  added  a  tract  of 
sixty  acres,  and  now  has  a  well  impro\-ed 
arul  highly  cultivated  farm,  whose  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  is  an  evidence  of  his  care- 
ful supervision  and  good  business  ability.  In 
connection  with  general  farming  he  is  also 
engaged  in  stock  raising. 

In  i860  2\lr.  Hunt  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  Rooney,  a  nati\e  of  Tus- 
carawas, Ohio,  and  one  of  a  familv  of  nine 
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cliiklren.  She  came  to  tliis  county  in  1854 
with  her  parents,  Gabriel  and  Fannie  (Baltz- 
ly)  Rooney,  the  family  locating  in  Cornwall 
township.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  Leonidas,  born 
December  28,  1861,  died  in  childhood ;  John, 
born  February  19,  1863,  is'  at  home;  Edgar; 
Edward,  born  March  5,  1865,  married'  Al- 
mira  Bishop,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  Cornwall  township, 
and  Clarinda,  born  February  19,  1871,  is  at 
home.  The  wife  and  mother  died  March  18. 
1898,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Fairview  ceme- 
tery, where  the  children  have  also  been 
buried'. 

jNIr.  Hunt  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  General  Scott,  the  Whig  candidate,  and 
is  now  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church,  and  is  a  man  who  commands  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact  either  in  business  or  social 
life. 


JESSE  E.  BIEBIXGER. 

As  manager  of  the  Allerton  farm, 
comprising  four  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
Loraine  township,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  become  widely  known  throughout  Henry 
county  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  bus- 
iness ability  and  keen  discrimination.  A  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  he  was  born  near  Portsmouth, 
Scioto  county,  September  23,  1863,  but  al- 
most his  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  the 
Prairie  state. 

John  Biebinger,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Germany  and  was  six  years  old 
when  he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
father,  Conrad  Biebinger,  who  settled  in 
Scioto   county,   Ohio,    where   he   made    his 


home  until  his  death.  He  followed  farming 
both  in  his  native  land  and'  in  this  country. 
John  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  his 
family  of  five  children,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood on  the  home  farm,  his  education  being 
acquired  in  the  local  schools.  On  the  27th 
of  January,  1861,  he  was'  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Naomi  Ellen  Cockrell,  who  was 
born  in  Sciota  county,  a  daughter  of  Jesse 
and  Anna  (jMarsh)  Cockrell,  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  The 
marriage  of  her  parents  was  celebrated'  in 
Sciota  county,  Ohio,  where  her  father,  with 
two  brothers,  located  in  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  He  took  up  government 
hmd  and  became  an  extensive  land  owner. 
In  his  family  were  twelve  children,  and  with 
one  exception  all  reached  3rears  of  maturity, 
Mrs.  Biebinger  being  the  youngest  of  the 
family.  Her  father  died  when  she  was  but 
nine  years  old. 

After  his  marriage  John  Biebinger  car- 
ried on  farming  in  his  native  state  until 
January,  1865,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  lo- 
cating near  Monticello,  Piatt  county,  where 
he  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  the  same 
pursuit  with  good  success.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  well-improved  and  valuable  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  that 
place.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  he 
has  been  elected  to  a  number  of  local  of- 
fices. Religiously  he  is  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  socially  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  In  his  family  are  six  children, 
namely :  Anna  Laura  is  the  widow  of  Will- 
iam Kinder  and  a  resident  of  Piatt  county, 
Illinois;  JesseE.,  our  subject,  is  the  ne.xt  of 
the  family ;  David  A.  married  Daisy  Stroble, 
and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  John  Deere  Plow 
Company  at  Moline;  Isaac  Newton,  a  resi- 
dent of  Piatt  county,  takes  a  very  active  and 
prominent  part  in  county  and  state  politics. 
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and  was  one  of  the  presidential  electors  of 
Illinois  in  1900;  Marguerite  and  Leo  are 
both  at  home.  The  daughters  lia\e  all  been 
school  teachers  of  Piatt  county. 

After  attending  the  common  schools'  for 
some  years  Jesse  E.  Biebinger  entered  Union 
Christian  College  at  ]\Ierom.  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  where  he  completed'  his  educa- 
tion. Later  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Wabash  Railroad  company  as  brakeman  for 
three  years  and  was  then  engaged  in  farming 
for  Samuel  Allerton,  near  ]\Ionticello,  for 
three  years.  Subsequently  he  spent  a  }^ear  and 
a  half  in  this  county,  constructing  the  levee 
on  the  Allerton  place  in  Loraine  township, 
and  aiding  in  its  imi)rovement.  as  it  was  orig- 
inally all  swamp  land.  After  this  he  again 
spent  three  years  near  ^lonticelh.i,  but  since 
1897  has  acted  as  manager  of  Air.  Allerton's 
farm  in  Henry  county,  and  has  most  credit- 
alj]}-  and  acceptably  tilled  that  responsible 
position.  He  has  from  ten  to  fifty  men  in 
his  employ  and  raises  about  two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  corn,  wdiile 
the  remainder  of  the  four  thousand  acres  is 
devoted  to  oats  and  pasture.  His  corn  crop 
amounteil  b'  almut  mie  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thou-and  Imshels  in  1900.  Stock  raising- 
claims  considerable  of  his  attention  and  he 
ships  annually  alx)ut  one  thousand  head'  of 
cattle  and  eight  carloads  of  liogs.  He  is  a 
very  progressive  and  enterprising  farmer, 
and  is  a  man  of  sound  business  judgment. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1890,  Mr.  Bie- 
binger was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss 
Mary  Le  l-'evre,  a  native  of  Piatt  county,  and 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Annie  (Peck)  Le 
Fevre,  who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  respectively,  and  in  early  life  removed 
to  Piatt  county,  Illinois,  where  Mr.  Le  Fevre 
followed  farming.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
];ave  two  children.  Vena  and  \'era,  twins, 


born  November  11.  1900.  In  his  political 
affiliations  ]\Ir.  Biebinger  is  a  Republican, 
but  cares  nothing  for  political  honors.  He 
takes  an  acti^-e  part  in  those  interests'  de- 
signed to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  community. 
On  IMarch  i,  1901,  3tlr.  Biebinger  re- 
signed his  position  as  manager  of  the  Aller- 
ton estate  and  accepted  a  position  as  super- 
intendent of  the  shipping  department  of  the 
John  Deere  Plow  Company,  of  Aloline,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  nien 
under  him. 


JOSEPH  WELLS. 

Among  Henry  county's  most  prosperous 
and  influential  citizens  are  many  whose  early 
home  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
Joseph  ^Vells,  now  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  Cornwall  township,  is  a  native 
of  England,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Billinghay,  Lincolnshire,  in  1836.  His  par- 
ents, William  B.  and  Elizabeth  (  Ike)  ^^■ells, 
were  life-long  residents  of  that  country.  In 
their  famil}-  were  seven  children. 

Bidding  good-by  to  home  and  native  land 
in  1 86 1.  Air.  ^^'ells  took  pas^age  on  the 
North  Britain,  a  steamer  of  the  Allen  line, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  eleven  days  landed  in 
Portland,  Alaine.  From  that  place  he  went 
to  Rochester,  New  York,  and  after  remain- 
ing there  for  two  weeks  canie  to  Henr\-  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  taking  up  his  residence  in  At- 
kinson township  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine. 
For  three  years  he  worked  on  a  farm  antl 
then  went  to  Alontana.  He  was  three  months 
in  making  the  trip,  traveling  five  hundred 
miles  over  a  new  road,  and  spending  the  4th 
of  July,  1864,  on  the  banks  of  the  Yellow- 
stone ri\er.     One  night  Indians  attacked  the 
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camp  and  stole  about  fifty  horses  and  one 
man  was  sliot  in  the  shoulder  with  a  bow  and 
arrow.  At  another  time  a  party  en  route  to 
California  was  a  short  distance  in  advance 
of  the  train  our  subject  was  with,  and  had 
over  a  hundred  head  of  horses  stolen.  For 
h\e  years  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
prospecting  and  mining  for  gold  in  that  state, 
and  then  returned  to  this  county.  He  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land  on  section  <).  Cornwall 
town>hip.  and  to  its  further  improvement 
and  culti\ation  has  since  devoted  his  energies 
with  most  gratifying  results.  He  has  also 
added  eighty  acrcb  of  cultivated  land  to  the 
original  tract,  while  his  landed  possessions 
ill  Cornwall  township  now  aggregate  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  of  \ery  val- 
uable and  productive  land,  all  of  which 
property  has  been  acquired  through  his  own 
mdustry,  indefatigable  energy,  and  good 
business  ability,  guided  by  sound  judgment. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Wells  is  a  stal- 
wart Reiniblican,  and  he  takes  a  commend- 
able interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  adopted 
country.  In  August.  1S74,  he  returned  to 
England  on  a  \isit.  sailing  from  Xew  York 
on  the  7th  of  that  month,  and  landing  at  Liv- 
erpool after  a  very  pleasant  voyage  of  ten 
days.  He  remained  in  his  native  land  until 
jNIarch,  1875,  and  then  returned  to  this  coun- 
try on  the  steamer  Republic  of  the  White 
Star  line.  The  weather  'was  cptite  stormy 
coming  back. 

^\'ith  Mr.  Wells  resides  his  nephew,  John 
^\'ells,  who  was  also  born  in  Billinghay,  Lin- 
colnshire, England.  October  2,  i860,  a  son 
of  James  and  Ann  (Parker)  Wells,  natives 
of  the  same  county,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer  throughout 
life.  John  is  one  of  fourteen  children,  and 
has  two  brothers  who  came  to  America  after 


he  located  here.  It  was  in  1879  that  he 
crossed  the  .\llantic  from  T,i\erpool  to  Xew 
York,  and  came  immediately  to  Atkinson, 
Illinois.  Since  then  he  has  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  this  CMunty,  and  now  makes  his  home 
with  his  uncle.  On  the  20th  of  February, 
1890,  he  married  Miss  Francinia  Barber,  a 
daughter  of  C.  S.  Barber,  an  old  settler  of 
Burns  tnwu^liip.  and  they  now  have  one 
child.  Charles  i'arker.  who  was  born  .March 
jj.  1892.  juhn  Wells  is  also  a  Republican 
ir  politics,  and  has  efficiently  tilled  the  office 
of  school  director. 


(iFJ)R(iE  FUNK. 

Prominent  among  the  farmers  and  stock 
raisers  of  Cnrnwall  township,  is  (ieorge 
Funk  whose  \ahiable  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  is  i)leasantly  located  on 
section  jr.  A  native  oi  Virginia,  he  was 
born  in  Rockingham  county,  on  the  lOth 
of  January,  1847,  'i^^'''  's  a  son  of  Abraham 
and  Alatilda  (Armentrout)  Funk,  also  na- 
tives of  the  Old  Dominion,  the  birth  of  the 
former  occurring  October  i,  1807.  the  latter 
December  26,  181 1.  They  were  married 
Januarv  jt,.  1834,  and  became  he  parents 
of  eight  children,  namely:  David,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1835,  married  Anna  NefT  and  lives 
in  Missouri;  ;Malinda,  born  June  g.  1836, 
is  the  widow  of  Thomas  Walsh  and  resides 
near  Cambridge.  Illinois:  Susannah,  born 
Februarv  17,  1830.  married  John  Weaver 
and  died  in  Hamilton.  Caldwell  county, 
[Missouri:  ]\lary.  born  X'ovember  9,  1840, 
married  11.  1'.  \\ea\er.  of  Breckenridge, 
[Missouri,  and  is  now  deceased:  Christian, 
born  Xo\-ember  10.  T842.  luarried  L.  Jekins 
and  lives  near  Schuvler,  Colfax  county.  Xe- 
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liraska:  Catherine,  born  June  2.  1844.  is  the 
wife  of  G.  .^.  \\'\\]  and  li\-es  near  I-lrecken- 
ridge,  Caldwell  county,  Missouri:  Genrge. 
mu'  sul)ject.  is  next  in  nnler  nf  birth;  and 
Jiihn,  born  December  -'3.  1S50,  died  in 
cliildlio,  1(1.  The  mnther  died  in  \'irginia, 
July  _^'<.  iS3r.  and  \va>  laid  to  rest  at  Tres- 
sel  church.  Rdckinghani  county.  The  father 
was  again  married,  July  24,  iS6r,  his  sec- 
ond union  Iieing  with  Rebecca  T.  .Shue.  who 
was  also  l)orn  in  \'irginia.  August  13,  1S13. 
He  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and 
stone  cutter  in  his  natixe  >tate  until  1S64, 
when  he  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  ar- 
riving here  on  the  13th  of  fanuarv,  that 
year.  He  hacl  traded  his  property  in  \'ir- 
giuia  witli  William  Reherd  for  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  improved  land  in  Caldwell  and 
Muuson  townships,  and  upon  this  farm  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there 
April  Jo.  i>^~^.  His  remain>  were  interred 
ai  Liberty, 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  (George 
Funk  acquired  his  early  cducati(jn  in  the  dis- 
trict schi>ols,  and  during  his  youth  assisted 
his  father  in  the  labors  .)f  the  farm.  Ha 
came  with  the  family  to  this  county,  and  on 
attaimng  his  majority  started  out  in  life  for 
liimself  as  an  agriculturist.  After  his  fa- 
ther's death  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
si.\ty  acres  of  the  old  homestead  and  to  it 
has  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
has  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Corn- 
wall and  .Mimson  township>.  all  under  culti- 
yati<in.  His  ])resent  i)le;isant  residence  was 
erected  in  iScj^.  and  he  has  made  many 
other  improvements  upon  the  place  luitil  it 
is  now  one  of  the  best  farnrs  in  the  locality, 
'i'he  well  tilled  fields  and  the  neat  and  htrifty 
ap])earance  of  the  Jjlace  testify  to  his  care- 
ful supervision  and  good  business  ability, 
hi  addition   to  general   farming  he  carries 


on  stock  raising  quite  extensively,  and  ships 
three  or  four  carloads  to  the  city  annuall\'. 
'Sir.  Funk  was  married  on  the  12th  of 
February,  1874,  to  JMiss  Rebecca  Funk,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  wliom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Abram,  born  Xovemlier  23,  1874,  aids  in 
the  operation  of  the  hoiue  farm:  and  Amy 
A,,  born  January  24,  1876,  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  S.  Sears.  Politically  Mr.  Funk  affil- 
iates with  the  Republican  party,  and  for 
seyenteen  years  has  most  creditably  filled 
the  office  of  school  director.  Religiously 
he  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  is  a  man  in  xvhom  the  com- 
munity places  the  utmost  confidence. 


CASPER  OTT. 


This  gentleman  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Illinois,' and  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  Henry 
county,  where  he  has  now  made  his  home 
for  almost  half  a  century.  In  1868,  he  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  farm  on  section  21, 
\'orktown  township,  and  now  has  the  best 
iiuproved  and  most  highly  cultivated  place 
in  that  locality. 

A  native  of  PennsyUania.  ]\Ir.  Ott  was 
born  in  ^^"arren  county,  October  29,  1836, 
and  is  a  son  of  Casper  and  Elizabeth  (Trier) 
Ott.  He  was  the  oldest  of  their  nine  chil- 
dren, the  others'  being  Louisa,  who  married 
A.  Hickey,  of  Geneseo.  Illinois,  and  died  in 
?\Iarch.  1877;  David,  who  became  a  member 
of  Company  F,  Xinth  Illinois  Cavalry,  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  died  at  St.  Louis  after 
i>ue  year's  service: Adam,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried Louisa  Sand,  the  present  wife  of  our 
subject;  Sophia,  wife  of  Louis  Sand,  of  Mo- 
line,  Illinois;  Rosana,  wife  of  Tacob  Rose,  of 
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(jeneseo;  Henry,  wlio  married  Catherine 
A\'(ilt  and  lives  in  Geneseo;  Adolpli,  who 
married  Lizzie  Waltz  and  re.-^ides  in  the 
same  place :  and  Jacob,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years. 

\\'lien  only  six  months  old  Cas])er  Ott 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
t(.  Lake  coiuity,  Illinois,  being  carried  in  his 
mother's  arms  from  Pennsyhania  to  Chi- 
cagt).  There  were  several  families  in  the 
parly  and  the  jonrney  was  made  in  covered 
wai^iins.  then  known  as  prairie  schooners. 
There  the  father  worked  as  a  journeyman 
tailor,  while  the  family  made  their  home  in  a 
log  cabin.  Our  subject  had  no  educational 
advantages,  never  attending  school  but  one 
day  when  twelve  years  of  age.  He  v.orked 
with  his  father  until  he  attained  his  major- 
it}-,  and  together  they  came  to  Henry  coun- 
ty, in  1S53.  The  latter- purchased  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
I.oraine  township,  which  our  suliject  assist- 
ed in  placing  under  cultivation. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1861,  in  that 
township,  Mr.  Ott  was  united  in  n-iarriage 
Vvith  Mary  Elizabeth  Rapp.  by  whom  he 
h.ad  the  following  children:  .\mos.  born 
July  I,  1863.  in  Loraine  township,  niarried 
Becky  Himmel.  and  has  three  children. 
Harry  E..  Amanda  and  Davitl  L.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking- 
business  in  Prophetstown,  Illinois.  David, 
born  November  i,  1865.  died  October  i, 
1893.  Sarah,  born  March  14,  1867,  is  also  a 
resident  of  Prophetstown.  Calvin,  born  July 
10,  T869.  married  Minnie  Sanderson,  and 
lives  in  the  same  place.  Leonard,  born  Jan- 
uary 30,  1873.  makes  his  hon-ie  with  his 
brother  Amos.  Cora  E..  born  December  14. 
1876.  is  teaching  school  in  Alba  township, 
this  county.  ]\Irs.  Ott  died  Decem1)er  30, 
1876. 


Mr.  Ott  was  again  niarried  August  7, 
1877,  liis  second  uniou  being  with  Mrs. 
Louisa  Ott,  the  widow  of  b.is  brother,  Adam, 
and  a  daughter  of  Ludwig  and  Dorothy 
(  Lehmann )  Sand,  who  were  natives  of  Al- 
sace, Germany,  and  early  settlers  of  Gen- 
eseo, Illinois,  where  both  died.  By  occu- 
jiation  the  father  was  a  farmer.  Of  his  eleven 
children  two  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being 
Lewis,  who  married  Sophia  Ott  and  resides 
in  Aloline.  Illinois;  Philip,  wlio  died  in  the 
army  during  the  Civil  war:  Louisa,  wife  of 
our  subject:  Sanuiel.  who  weddetl  ]\[ary 
Lfeinz  and  ilie<l  in  Kansas:  Amelia,  wife  of 
Jacob  Offerle.  of  Warren.  Pennsylvania; 
Obed.  who  married  Lillie  Brown  and  lives 
in  northen-i  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Law- 
rence Offerle,  of  Offerle,  Kansas;  Benjamin,' 
who  n-iarried  Louisa  Urban  and  resides  in 
(ieneseo.  Illinois:  and  Solomon,  who  died  in 
.\rizona.  By  her  first  marriage  Airs.  Ott  had 
the  following  children:  Anna  B..  born  No- 
vember 9.  1867,  is  the  wife  of  Irvin  Luther, 
of  Walnut.  Illinois,  and  has  three  children, 
Eugene  A..  Mary  L,  and  Ruth:  and  Carrie, 
l)orn  December  26.  1870.  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Zinser.  of  Yorktown  township,  this 
county  and  has  three  children,  .\rthur  E., 
Nulford  E.  and  Alilan  E. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Ott  leased 
fortv  acres  oi  land  of  his  father,  and  later 
rented  a  tract  oi  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  owned  by  him  in  Yorktown  township, 
h-,  1868  our  subject  made  his  first  purchase 
of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  21.  the  same  township,  be- 
longing to  his  father,  and  has  since  added  to 
it  a  tract  i.>f  forty  acres,  so  that  he  iiow  owns 
a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  which  he 
has  placed  under  excellent  cultivation.  In 
18S9  he  erected  one  of  the  best  residences 
in  the  township,  has  also  built  a  large  barn. 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  lias  supplied  the  place  with  all  the  con- 
veniences and  accessories  found  U])(in  a  model 
farm  nf  the  present  day.  In  addition  to  his 
farm  work  Mr.  Ott  has  engaged  in  Imuse 
n:o\ing  and  is  agent  fi>r  the  Home  Insurance 
Company.  He  is  an  excellent  harness  maker 
and  in  all  his  undertakings  has  been  quite 
successful,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  well-t<_i- 
do  and  suljstantial  citizens  of  his  communitv. 
Although  he  had  no  educational  ])rivi- 
leges  Mr.  Ott  fully  realizes  tlie  advantages 
of  a  good  educati<in.  and  for  twentv-eight 
years  has  efficiently  served  as  sclinol  trustee 
in  his  district.  He  has  also  held  the  otTices 
of  constable  and  road  commissioner,  filling 
the  latter  position  eleven  years.  He  and  his 
family  are  active  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Association  in  which  he  has  served  as  class 
leader  for  ^-ears. 


ABR.VAI    JACK.SOX    LE\MS. 

With  the  agricultural  interests  of  Corn- 
wall township,  Abram  J.  Lewis  has  been 
closely  identified  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  on 
section  9.  He  was  born  liear  Chillicothe, 
Ohio,  on  the  17th  of  February,  1851.  His 
father.  John  Lewis,  w-as  born  April  17,  1S20, 
in  Indiana  township,  Indiana  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  when  young  removed  to  Ohio 
Avith  his  parents,  William  and  Elizabeth 
Lewis,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  state. 
He  grew  to  manhood  upon  a  farm  in  Rich- 
land township,  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  and 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1847,  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Gozad,  of  that  county.  On  first  coming  to 
Illinois,  in  1851,  John  Lewis  located  in  Ful- 
ton county,  but  the  following  year  took  up 
his  residence  in  Cornwall  township,  Henry 


county,  where  he  purchased  a  soldier's  claim 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
21.  In  his  farming  operations  here  he  met 
with  remarkable  success,  and  added  to  his 
landed  pi^ssessions  from  time  to  time  until 
he  had  eleven  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
well  improved  land,  most  of  which  was  un- 
broken when  it  came  into  his  possession,  but 
lieing  industrious,  energetic  and  enterprising- 
he  became  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able estates  in  this  county.  In  religious  lielief 
lie  was  a  Baptist  and  in  politics  a  Democrat, 
and  was  a  man  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed ])y  all  who  knew  him.  He  died 
March  5,  1900,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
July  26,  1898,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  the  Liberty  Church  burying  ground 
in  Cornwall  township. 

To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  fourteen 
children  as  follows:  \\'illiam  J.  married 
Eliza  J.  Claypool  and  is  now  deceased; 
Abram  J.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of 
birth :  Samuel  F.  married  Susan  J.  Rogers 
and  follows  farming  in  Atkinson  township, 
this  county ;  John  H.  married  Delia  Keppler 
and  li\-es  in  Geneseo;  James  Andrew-  mar- 
ied  Elizabeth  Bentley  and  makes  his  home 
in  Atkinson  township;  George  \W  married 
Florence  De  Bloie.  and  resides  in  Jasper 
county,  near  Xewton,  Illinois;  Francis  M. 
married  Luzetta  Williamson  and.  is  engaged 
in  farming  near  Peoria ;  Charles  A.  married 
Lillian  Carney  and  lives  in  Kansas  City; 
Charity  A.  is  the  wdfe  of  James  Fell,  a  resi- 
dent of  Geneseo,  this  county;  Stephen  A. 
married  Charity  Cozad  and  is  engaged  >n 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Cornwall  tow-nship, 
section  20;  Alfred  married  Jennie  Ole  and  ij 
a  farmer  of  ^Munson  tow-nship;  Albert  T., 
a  twin  of  Alfred,  died  in  infancy;  Robert 
lives  in  Kansas  City;  and  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  George  Hudson,  of  Indian  Territory. 
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The  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  was  only  a 
year  old  wlien  hrougiit  by  his  parents  to 
Henry  county.  Illinois,  and  in  the  school  of 
his  home  district  lie  secured  the  greater  part 
of  liis  education,  though  he  attended  school 
at  Atkinson  one  term.  During  his  boyhood 
and  youth  he  assisted  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm  and  early  acquired  an  excellent  knowl- 
edge of  agricultural  pursuits  which  has  been 
of  great  benefit  in  his  life  work.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  well  imi)roved  and  highly 
cultivated  farm  of  two  hundred  and'  eighty 
acres.  His  political  support  is  always  given 
the  Democracy,  and  he  capably  filled  the 
office  of  constable  one  term,  but  has  never 
cared  for  political  honors. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1876.  Mr.  Lewis 
\vas  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Catherine  Reese,  a  native  of  Xew  York 
slate,  who  died  March  14,  1881.  Of  the 
two  children  born  of  that  union,  one,  Lotta, 
married  Warren  Dunham,  and  resides  in 
Geneseo  township.  The  other,  Roland,  died 
aged  one  year  and  ten  months.  Mr.  Lewis 
was  again  married,  April  14,  1885,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Martha  J.  Mc- 
Farland.  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Mamie 
Blanch,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Lewis"  parents  are  John  and 
Samantha  (Julian)  McFarland,  both  natives 
of  northeastern  Ohio,  the  former  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1829,  the  latter  August  22,  1832. 
They  are  now  residents  of  Missouri.  The 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of-  their  children 
are  as  follows:  Henry  A.,  December  29, 
1852;  Mary  E..  Alarch  24.  1854;  Sophia 
and  Cynthia,  twins,  :March  12.  1856;  Will- 
iam S.,  February  i,  1858;  Martha  J.,  De- 
cember 12,  1859;  Joseph  A.,  July  25,  1861 ; 
Robert-  S.,  February  25,  1863; -Cora  B., 
March  29,  1865;  Emma  F.,  December  25, 
1866;  Tony  B.,  April  27.  1869;  Leonard, 
July  14,  1871;  and  Agnes,  .April  2-^,  1873. 


All  are  living  with  the  exception  of  Leonard, 
wlio  died  July  16.  1872.  The  father  removed 
to  Alissouri  twenty-seven  years  ago,  and  has 
followed   farming  throughout  life. 


JOHX  S.  FARXA^I. 

One  of  the  active,  prominent  and  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Cornwall  township  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
and  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  on  section  15.  He  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire,  April  26,  1833,  and' 
comes  of  good  old  New  England  stock,  his 
parents  being  Jonathan  and  Phebe  (Stevens) 
Farnam,  also  natives  of  the  Granite  state 
and  pioneers  of  Illinois.  By  trade  the  father 
was  a  carpenter,  but  becoming  a  minister  of 
the  Christian  Church  he  devoted  consider- 
able time  to  religious  work.  He  died  in  this 
county  March  28,  1875.  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  His  estimable 
wife  passed  away  in  1852,  aged  thirty-seven 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  John  S.  is  fourth  in  order  of 
birth.  Sarali,  born  in  1825.  is  a  resident  of 
Nebraska  and  the  widow  of  Randall  Sar- 
gent, a  farmer  by  occupation.  Hannah  C. 
is  also  living  in  Nebraska.  Lucy  married 
N.  C.  Bosworth,  a  farmer  of  California, 
now  deceased.  George  W.  enlisted  during 
the  Civil  war  in  the  First  Kansas  Cavalry, 
and  was  killed  in  his  hr^t  battle,  at  Gunni- 
son, Colorado,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
}'ears.  his  remains  l)eing  interred  at  Kansas 
City.  Luthera  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  Bos- 
worth, a  farmer  of  California. 

John  S.  Farnam  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  east,  and  was  eighteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  was  first 
employed  at  farm  work  near  Tiskilwa,  Bu- 
reau county.    His  first  purchase  of  land  con- 
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sisted  of  eighty  acres  cif  unbroken  prairie 
near  tliat  place,  which  he  cultivated  and  im- 
proved. On  disposing  of  that  property  he 
came  to  Cornwall  township,  Henry  county, 
in  1856,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  to  which  he  subsecjuently  add- 
ed forty  acres.  He  also  owns  eighty  acres 
in  Mineral  ti.nvnship,  Biu'eau  county,  all  of 
v.hich  is  under  cultivation  with  the  excep- 
tion of  forty  acres  of  timlier  land.  He  broke 
the  land  and  erected  the  buildings  there- 
on, and  to-day  has  one  of  the  be^t  ini- 
proN'ed  farms  in  Cornwall  township.  In 
early  life  he  learnecf  the  carpenter's  trade 
with  his  father,  anil  has  built  a  numlier  of 
bridges  in  this  county,  besides  moving  and 
constructing  many  houses. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Farnam 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Tompkins,  a  native  of  Illinois  and  one  of  a 
family  of  six  children.  Her  father,  Martin 
Tompkins,  died  in  this  county  in  1S91,  at 
the  home  of  our  subject.  Of  the  ten  chil- 
dren born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  the 
first  four  died  in  childhood;  John  is  at 
home ;  George  W.  married  Jennie  Lane,  a 
native  of  Henry  county;  Laura  is  the  wife 
of  Oliver  Nicholson;  Nellie  is  at  home; 
Mabel  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Sleaford;  and 
Martin  married  Sarah  Cosner  and  lives  at 
home. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion 
Mr.  Farnam  manifested  his'  patriotism  by 
enlisting  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  an;l 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
at  Peoria  as  a  private,  but  in  six  months  was 
jn-omoted  commissary  sergeant  and  later  to 
line  sergeant.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Resaca,  New  Hope  Church,  Pine 
Mountain,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  LTtoy  Creek, 
Rough  and  Ready,  Jonesboro  and  Atlanta, 


Georgia  :  Columbia  and  Franklin,  Tennessee; 
and  Fort  Anderson,  Town  Creek  and  Wil- 
mington, North  Carolina;  and  was  also  in 
Sanders'  raid  into  east  Tennessee.  He  was 
wounded  at  Resaca,  and  during  the  battle 
of  Franklin  was  thrown  from  a  l:)ridge  and 
almost  killed,  falling  twenty-tive  feet  and 
striking  on  bed  rock.  He  was  confined  in 
the  hijspital  for  six  months  and  then  re- 
turned ti)  his  regiment  in  Greensboro,  North 
Carolina,  and  in  June,  1865,  was  mustered 
out  at  the  same  place  and  in  July  was  hon- 
orably discharged  from  the  service  at  Chi- 
cago. 

During  the  gold  excitement  at  Pikes 
Peak  Mr.  Farnam  went  to  Colorado,  and 
was  engaged  in  prospecting  and  mining  near 
that  place  for  three  years,  returning  home 
wlih  two  thousand  dollars  in  gold.  He  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  in  1856  and  is 
n.ow  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  men  and' 
measures  of  the  Republican  party.  At  one 
time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Grangers  As- 
sociation. He  has  filled  the  otiices  of  school 
director  and  township  supervisor  in  a  most 
creditable  and  satisfactory  manner,  and  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  best 
interests  of  his  locality  during  his  entire 
residence  there.  He  settled  there  before 
Cornwall  township  was  organized  and  has 
done  milch  to  advance  the  general  welfare, 
always  supporting  those  enterprises  which 
he  believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit.  He 
was  one  of  the  brave  defenders  of  the  Union 
(hu-ing  the  Civil  war  and  has  always  been  a 
loyal  and  patriotic  citizen. 


BUENOS  AYRES. 

F(_>r  over  forty  years  this  gentleman  was 
closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  and' 
business  interests  of  Henry  county,  and  was 
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accounted  one  of  its  most  worthy  citizens. 
By  his  well-cHrected  efforts  lie  acquired  a 
comfortable  competence,  and  was  al)le  to 
spend'  his  last  years  in  ease  and  retirement 
from  active  labor  at  his  pleasant  home  in 
Geneseo. 

Mr.  Ayres  was  born  in  Hampden  county. 
^Massachusetts',  January  17.  1810,  a  son  of 
Asa  and  Mary  (^ White)  Ayres,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  Bay  state  and  of  English 
descent.  The  family  was  founded  in  this 
countr}-  by  three  brothers  who  came  from 
England  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century  and  settled  in  Massachusetts.  Our 
siibject*  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  Captain 
John  Ayres,  who  located  in  Brookfield, 
Massachusetts,  in  1648.  and  in  1662  removed 
to  Ipswich,  that  state.  He  k>st  his  life  in  a 
struggle  with  the  Indians,  to  which  the 
early  settlers  of  the  east  were  frequently  sub- 
jected. He  died  August  3,  1675,  leaving 
two  sons,  of  whom  John,  the  older  of  these, 
died  in  Ipswich,  December  24,  1685.  The 
other,  Samuel  Ayres,  was  successively  a  resi- 
dent of  Xewbury  and  Rowley,  Massachu- 
setts. He  was  married  at  Ipswich,  April  16, 
1677,  to  Abigail,  daughter  of  William  Fel- 
lo.ws,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  children. 
Their  son  Joseph  Ayres  made  his  home  in 
Brookfieid,  and'  was  the  father  of  Samuel 
Ayres.  also  a  resident  of  that  place  and  a 
weaver  by  trade.  The  latter  was  married 
January  21,  1742,  to  Martha  Bell,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children.  To  this 
family  belonged  Asa  Ayres.  the  father  of  our 
subject.  He  also  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
Buenos  was  the  youngest  and  belonged  to 
the  seventh  generation  of  the  family  in 
America. 

When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a 
lad  of  ten  years,  he  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  removal  to  the  western  reserve  of 


Ohio,  where  the  father  purchased'  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  wild  land  and  improved  a  farm 
in  what  is  now  Lake  county.  In  early  life 
Buenos  Ayres  learned  the  carpenter's  and 
millwright's  trade,  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  reaching  manhood. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1833,  Mr.  Ayres 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Os- 
borne, who  was  born  in  Oxford,  Connecticut, 
September  2,  1816,  and  w^as  a  representative 
of  an  old  Xew  England  family,  her  parents 
being  Ransom  and  Sarah  (Hurd)  Osborne. 
Soon  after  their  marriage  they  removed  to 
Willoughby,  Ohio,  where  their  two  oldest 
children  were  born,  and  in  the  spring  of  1837 
took  up  their  abode  in  Hicksville,  Defiance 
county,  that  state,  wdiere  six  more  children 
were  added  to  the  family.  In  1850  they  re- 
moved to  Fond  ilu  Lac,  Wisconsin,  where  as 
a  millwright  Mr.  Ayres  was  engaged  in  bus- 
iness for  one  year,  being  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  some  important  mills'  in  that  lo- 
cality. In  185 1  he  brought  his  family  to 
Illinois,  and  for  two  years  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Bureau  county.  On  coming  to 
Henry  county  in  1853.  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  ]\Iunson  township  and  turned  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  his  farming 
operations  he  steadily  prospered  and  became 
an  extensive  land  owner.  To  his  original 
purchase  he  added  until  he  had  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  well  improved  and  val- 
uable land  in  his  home  farm,  besides  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Cain- 
bridge  township  and  real  estate  in  Colorado 
and  Geneseo.  In  1877  he  rented  his  farm 
and  removed  to  Geneseo,  where  he  lived  re- 
tired until  his  death,  wdiich  occurred  on  the 
9th  of  September,  1895.  He  was  a  skilled 
mechanic  and  successful  farmer,  and  was 
also  a  man  of  excellent  business  and  execu- 
tive ability,  being  able  to  carry  forward  to 
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successful  completion  whatexer  he  under- 
t<iok.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican. He  attended  the  Unitarian  Cliurch, 
and  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  honor- 
able (I'ealings,  who  jiossessed  the  g-ood  opin- 
ion of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  public- 
spirited  and  took  an  active  interest  in  all  that 
pertained  to  the  advancement  of  his  adopted 
county,  and  in  his  death  the  community  real- 
ized that  it  had  lost  a  valued  citizen.  His 
estimable  wife  passed  awav  November  i, 
1894. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  eleven 
children  as  follows:  Sheldon  H.,  born 
April  2^.  1835,  was  married  January  -'-'. 
1857,  to  Louisa  Emery,  who  died  in  Galva, 
IMarch  12,  1864,  and  in  ]\Iay,  i8()5  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Frank.  He  w  ent  to  Kansas  during 
the  troublesome  times  in  that  state  prior  to 
the  Civil  w^ar,  and  as  a  free-state  man  took 
an  acti\'e  part  in  the  border  warfare.  Orlan- 
do B.,  born  July  26,  1836,  married  Annie  L. 
Stone.  He  died  in  San  Diego,  California, 
March  2/,  1900.  George  \\'.,  Ix^-n  Jan- 
uary 6,  1838,  died  on  the  loth  of  the  fol- 
lowing October.  Mary  A.,  Ix^rn  Xo\emljer 
22,  1840,  died'  three  days  later.  Samuel  P., 
born  May  16,  1842,  wedded  Mary  Inglefield, 
and  is  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Marshall- 
town  Herald,  Marshalltown,  luwa.  E.^ther 
E.,  born  May  14.  1845,  married  J.  D. 
Hill,  of  (jeneseo,  whose  sketch  ajipears 
on  an<jtlier  page  of  this  volume.  Roderick 
W'.,  Ijorn  April  26,  1848,  is  a  resident  of 
Bussey,  Marion  county,  Iowa;  married 
Sadie  H.  IngelfieUV,  and  after  her  death  was 
again  married,  Deceml:)er  27,  1876,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Edith  M.  Swain.  Ran- 
.soni  (_).,  l)()rn  in  Bureau  county,  Illinois.  Oc- 
tober 24,  1852,  was  married,  January  26, 
1 877,  to  Fannie  J.  Reaver,  and  lives  in  Knox- 
ville,  Iowa.    Azoline,  born  in  Munson  town- 


ship, this  county,  August  24,  1854,  died  three 
days  later.  John  C.  F.  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  Helen  E.,  born  in  Munson 
township,  September  3,  1859,  died  October 
13,  1862. 

John  C.  F.  Ayres  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Munson  township,  August  26, 
1856,  and  during  his  boyhood  assisted  his 
father  in  the  labors  of  the  fields.  He  attend- 
ed the  local  schools,  and  also  the  high  school 
of  Geneseo.  On  the  25th  of  December, 
1879,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Alice  ^Martin, 
a  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Dovey  A.  (  Hamil- 
ton) Martin,  who  are  also  represented  else- 
where in  this  volume.  By  this  union  were 
born  seven  children,  namely:  Carrie  ;\I..  Jes- 
sie M.,  John  D.,  Elsie  M.,  tielen  M.,  Laura 
A.  and  Lois.  Mr.  Ayres  now  owns  the  old 
homestead  farm,  consisting  of  one  -hundred 
and  eighty-six  acres  of  well  improved  and 
valuable  land,  which  he  rents,  while  he  re- 
sides in  Geneseo.  In  the  spring  of  1901  he 
embarked  in  the  general  farm  implement  bus- 
iness at  that  place  and  now  carries  a  full  line 
of  wagons,  buggies,  steam  threshers  and  all 
kinds  of  farm  implements.  He  takes  an  ac- 
tive part  in  political  affairs,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  assessor  two  terms,  and  school  di- 
rector for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  the  Home  Forum  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly  es- 
teemed citizens  of  his  comimmity. 


XAVER  CLEMEXTZ. 

Among  those  agriculturists  of  Henry 
county  whose  places'  manifest  to  the  most 
casual  obser\-er  the  energy  and  ability  of 
the  owner  in  his  chosen  calling  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  personal  history.  He  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  well-im- 
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prcAed  and  hij^hly  cultivated  land  on    sec- 
tions 4  and  9,  Yiirktown  townslnp. 

.Mr.  Clementz  was  Ixirn  in  .Msace-Lo- 
raine,  at  tliat  time  under  the  r'rench  gov- 
ernment, on  the  6th  of  July,  1844,  I)ut  was 
only  nine  months  old  wlien  brought  to  tliis 
country,  in  1845,  by  his  parents,  John  and 
JMichelina  (Highmiser)  Clementz,  both  of 
whom  were  born  near  Slrasburg,  Germany, 
the  former  in  1813,  the  latter  in  18 — .  The 
family  first  located  two  anil  a  half  miles 
from  Xaperville,  in  l)u  Page  county,  Illi- 
nois, where  the  father  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  partly  covered 
with  timber,  and  to  the  development  and 
cultivation  of  this  farm  he  devoted  his  time 
and  attention  for  tweKe  years.  During 
this  time  our  subject  aided  in  the  work  of 
the  farm  and  learned  very  little  English,  as 
German  was  the  language  spoken  in  the 
home.  He  then  accompanied  the  family  on 
their  removal  to  Loraine  township,  Henry 
county,  where  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  was  purchased,  and  here  lie  at- 
tended the  district  schools  for  a  time,  pur- 
suing his  studies  in  an  old  log  hut  with  log 
seats  standing  on  pegs  driven  into  the  floor. 
There  were  no  desks.  After  seven  years 
spent  at  this  place  the  family  returned  to 
Xaperville.  Xaver  remained  with  his  parents 
two  years  longer  and  then  again  came 
to  Henry  county,  this  time  locating  in  York- 
town  township.  Subsequently  the  father 
traded  his  Xaperville  farm  for  land  in  York- 
town  township,  which  our  subject  operated. 
In  1886  he  purchased  two  hundred  acres 
from  his  father,  and  has  since  bought  eighty 
acres  from  Mr.  Bogardus.  This  he  still  re- 
tains and  has  improved  in  a  creditable  man- 
ner. Xearly  all  of  the  entire  tract  has  been 
broken  by  himself,  and  has  been  converted 
bv  l.im  into  one  of  the  finest  farms  of  Y^ork- 


town  township.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  is  also  engaged  in  raising 
cattle  for  market  purposes. 

Xaver  Clementz  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  cliildren,  the 
others  being  Josephine,  wife  of  Conrad 
Seyler,  of  Prophetstown,  Illinois:  Lena, 
wife  of  D.  Smith,  a  farmer  of  Yorktown 
township,  this  county;  August,  who  ma''- 
ried  Barbara  Creygar,  and  died  in  Xaper- 
ville, in  1889;  and  Kate,  wife  of  George 
Seyler,  of  Yorktown  township. 

Xaver  Clementz  has  been  twice  married. 
In  December,  1869,  in  Loraine  township, 
this  county,  he  married  Miss'  Louisa  Gross, 
who  died  October  20,  1873,  leaving  two 
children,  namely:  Frank,  who  was  born 
2klarch  II,  1871,  and  resides  with  his  fa- 
ther; and  Dora,  who  was  born  February  7, 
1873,  and  is  now  the  w^ife  of  August  Seyler, 
of  Y'orktown  township.  On  the  20th  o£ 
June,  1874,  Mr.  Clementz  w^as  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  \'ogel,  a  native 
of  Xaperville,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of 
Anthony  and  Mary  Ann  (Seyler)  Vogel, 
lifelong  residents  of  Germany.  Her  father 
w^as  born  near  Strasburg,  her  mother  in 
Alsace-Loraine.  Mrs.  Vogel  was  the  only 
daughter  in  the  family  of  eight  children,  and 
is  now  the  only  survivor.  Three  of  her 
brothers  came  to  America.  By  his  second 
marriage  Mr.  Clementz  has  eight  children : 
Anna,  born  April  5,  1875,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Bollenbach,  of  Columbus  Junction, 
Iowa;  William,  born  September  15,  1877, 
is  at  home;  Bertha,  born  January  22,  1880, 
is  the  wife  of  Edward  Bollenbach,  of  Y^ork- 
town  Corners,  Bureau  county;  and  Martha, 
born  January  28,  1883,  Josephine,  born 
[May  12,  1886,  Katie,  born  December  26, 
1890,  Fred,  born  September  19,  1892,  and 
John,    born    February  7,    1894,  are  all  at 
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home.  ]\Irs.  Clementz  passed  away  in  Sep- 
tember, 1893.  The  family  are  communi-' 
cants  of  the  Roman  CathoHc  Church,  and 
are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
them.  For  a  number  of  years  jNIr.  Clementz 
has  ser\ed  as  school  director,  supporting  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  gi\'es  his  support  to 
every  worthy  enterprise  f<u-  the  public  good. 


JOHX  S.  MARTIX. 

The  life  of  this  gentleman  has  l.ieen  tine 
of  usefulness  and  he  is  now  li\-ing  retired'  in 
Geneseo,  enjo3-ing  the  fruits  of  former  toil. 
He  was  liorn  on  the  j(Ah  of  August,  1831, 
near  Livonia,  Washington  county,  Indiana, 
a  son  of  Xathan  and  Sarah  (  Trimble  )  ]\lar- 
tin.  ■  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  descendetl 
from  Peter  .ALartin.  a  natix'e  of  the  Old  ]\>- 
minion,  who  was  born  Februar}-  (S,  1841,  of 
German  ancestry.  His  son.  John  .Martin, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  burn  in 
Martin's  Hundred,  near  Richmond,  Virginia, 
September  3,  1773,  and  became  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Kentucky,  going  to  that  state 
with  the  celebrated  Daniel  Boone.  For  some 
time  he  lived'  in  a  fort.  In  1823  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Indiana,  and  in  1849  came 
to  Illinois  with  his  sons,  James  and  John, 
locating  in  Woodford  county,  where  he  died 
October  3,  1855.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
JNIartin,  was  also  born  in  Virginia,  January 
24,  1779,  and  died  in  W^oodford  county,  Illi- 
nois, May  31,  1858.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  namely:  Stephen,  who 
died  in  W^ashington  county,  Indiana;  Na- 
than, the  father  of  our  subject;  Achsah,  wife 
of  Absalom  Little,  of  Clark  county,  Indiana, 
where  her  death  occurred ;  Lemuel,  who  died 
in  Sharon,  Whiteside  county,  Illinois;  Moses 


Jeffries,  who  died  in  Greene  county,  Iowa; 
Allen,  who  died  in  Washington  county,  In- 
diana, and  was  buried  on  the  old'  home  farm; 
Enoch  Redding,  who  died  in  Clark  county, 
that  state ;  Asa,  who  died  in  Olivette,  Iowa ; 
James  M.,  who  died  in  Washington  county, 
Kansas ;  John  [Mason,  a  resident  of  Chicago ; 
and  Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  marriecf  John 
Sherwood  and  dietl  in  Washington  county, 
Indiana. 

Nathan  IMartin,  our  subject's  father,  was 
liorn  in  Shelb}-  county,  Kentucky,  January 
I-'.  1802.  and  removed  to  Indiana  with  his 
parents  in  1823,  settling  on  Bear  creek,  near 
the  town  of  Martinsburg.  \\'ashington  coun- 
ty. Throughout  life  he  followed  the  occu- 
pation (if  a  farmer.  In  1825  he  made  a  trip 
on  horseback  to  Fort  Clarke,  Illinois,  and 
tlien  returned  to  Indiana,  where  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  until  1852,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Sharon,  Whiteside  county,  Illinois. 
There  his  wife  died  March  25,  18C4,  and 
about  two  years  later  he  went  to  Republic 
county,  Kansas,  where  he  purchased  land, 
residing  there  until  called  to  his  final  rest 
]ilarch  7,  1873.  It  was  in  Orange  county, 
Indiana,  March  18,  1829,  that  he  married 
]Miss  Sarah  Trimble,  who  was  born  near 
Paris,  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  August 
I,  1802.  Her  father,  Cieorge  Trimble,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia  and  was  also  a  companion 
of  Daniel  Boone  in  his  early  explorations 
and  settlement  of  the  "Dark  and  Bloody 
Ground."  He  wedded  Mary  Armstrong  and 
to  them  were  born  seven  children  :  Mary  and 
Thomas,  who  both  died  in  Orange  county, 
Indiana;  Jane,  who  died  in  Kentucky;  Mar- 
garet and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Indiana; 
Sarah,  the  mother  of  our  subject;  and 
George,  who  died  in  Indiana. 

John  S.  Martin  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  familv  of  ten  children,  the  others 
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Leins'  as  follows:  George  T.  died  in  Sharon, 
Whiteside  county.  Illinois;  Enock  M.  is  a 
resident  of  Colorado;  Sarah  Jane  married 
Walter  Stone  and  died  in  Sharon,  Whiteside 
county;  Aclisah  A.  is  the  wife  of  David  W. 
Hamilton,  of  Belleville.  ]\e])nhlic  county, 
Kansas;  Nathan  M.  is  a  resilient  of  Chula, 
Livingston  county.  Missouri ;  James  A.  died 
in  Atlantic,  Iowa;  Aniazctta  Z.  married 
Benona  Benson,  now  a  resident  of  Rock  Isl- 
land,  and  she  died  in  Sharon,  Whiteside 
county,  Illninois;  Mary  C.  is  the  widow  of 
Frank  Hadaway  and  a  resident  of  Prophets- 
town,  Whiteside  county;  Henrietta  C.  died  in 
Sharon  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 

John  S.  Martin  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Livonia,  Indiana,  and 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm.  When  a  young 
man  he  learned  the  tailor's  trade  at  that 
i:)lace,  where  he  worked  for  two  years.  With 
the  hope  of  bettering  his  financial  condition 
in  the  west,  he  went  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  in 
1850.  and  fnjm  there  tn  Des  Mi  lines,  which 
at  that  time  was  only  a  fort.  On  his  return 
to  Indiana,  he  took  up  cabinet  making,  which 
he  fi:)llowed  for  a  short  time  in  partnership 
with  D.  R.  Poond  at  Micklletown,  \'igo 
county,  Init  in  June.  1851.  he  sold  out  and 
returned  to  his  father's  place  in  Washington 
county.  Later  in  the  same  year  he  and  his 
brother  George  came  to  Illinois  and'  settled 
in  Sharon,  Whiteside  cnunty.  In  the  spring 
of  1852  he  assisted  his  father  in  moving  with 
an  ox  team  to  this  state.  At  Sharon  he  fol- 
lowed farming  and  also  worked  at  the  car- 
penter trade,  in  the  meantime  purchasing 
land  in  Phenix  township,  Henry  county.  In 
1856  he  removed  to  Geneseo,  and  located  on 
Center  street  where  he  still  makes  his'  home. 
Here  Mr.  Martin  turned  his  attention  to  car- 
penter work,  and  for  a  third  of  a  century 
was    in    the    employ  of  the  Chicago,  Rock 


Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  as  a  general  car- 
penter. He  was  foreman  most  of  the  time 
and  division  foreman  for  seven  years,  and 
is  now  living  retired. 

On  the  25th  of  December.  1855,  Mr. 
]\Iartin  married  Miss  Dovey  Ann  Hamilton, 
of  Pekin,  Washington  county.  Indiana,  who 
was  born  in  Lincolnton.  Xorth  Carolina, 
November  20,  1828,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Ninian  and  Mary  Margaret  (Willfong) 
Hamilton,  also  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Archibald 
and  Polly  (Hawkins)  Hamilton,  natives  of 
Maryland,  and  her  maternal  grandparents 
were  George  and  Mary  iShufonl)  Will- 
fong. Her  ])arents  renmxed  to  Pekin.  In- 
diana, in  1831.-  Their  children  were  Mary 
Susanna,  who  died  in  infancy;  Do\ey  Ann, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Reuben,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Rebecca,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Ninian  Bell,  who  died  in  Hartsville.  Indiana; 
David  Willfong,  a  resident  of  Belleville,  Re- 
pubHc  county.  Kansas;  Candace  Shuford, 
widow  of  Isaac  ^lartin.  li\ing  nn  lier  fa- 
ther's old  homestead  in  Pekin.  Indiana;  and 
George  Washington,  who  iiied  while  serv- 
ing in  the  Fifty-thircl  Indiana  \"iilunteer  In- 
fantry during  the  Ci\il  war. 

Six  children  were  born  tu  'Sh.  and  ^Irs. 
Martin,  namely :  (i  )  Hugh  Hamilton, 
agent  fur  the  Chicago.  Ruck  Island  «S:  Pa- 
cific railroad  at  Blue  Island,  lllinnis,  married 
Ada  Hanna.  of  Colnna,  Henry  county,  and 
they  have  four  children.  Nellie  P..  Edna  L., 
Eugene  P.  ami  Julia  E.  ( 2 )  S.  Alice  is 
the  wife  of  John  C.  F.  Ayres.  who  is  rep- 
resented on  another  page  of  this  volume.  (3) 
Emma  R.  is  teaching  school  in  Chicago.  (4) 
Lillie  ^lay  is  a  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Albany.  Wisconsin.  She  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Saxton  J.  Morgan.  (  5)  M.  Elsie  is  a  book- 
keeper of   Boston,   Massachusetts.      (6)    J- 
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IMorrison  died  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  The  mother  of  these  children  depart- 
ed this  life  January  30,  1901. 

Mr.  Martin  and  his  family  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  superintended  the  erection  of  the  present 
church  of  that  denomination  built  at  Geneseo. 
He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  since  1865.  He 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  fiir  Winfield 
Scott,  the  \\'hig  candidate,  and  is  now  a  stal- 
wart supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  His 
career  has  e\-er  been  such  as  to  gain  for  him 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  and  he  is'  held  in  the  highest  re- 
spect and  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 


FRANK  S.  SEARS. 

This  successful  anil  prosperous  farmer 
of  Cornwall  township  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  where  he  now  resides.  October 
15,  i86r_,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Jewett)  Sears,  both  natives  of  Sharon, 
Litchfield  county,  Connecticut.  The  father 
was  b(.irn  on  the  22nd  of  May,  18 18,  and  in 
early  life  was  engaged  in  merchandising 
down  the  jMississippi.  In  the  fall  of  1856 
he  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  pur- 
chasing a  tract  of  one  hundred'  and  sixty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Cornwall  township  he 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
Subsecpiently  he  purchased  a  tract  of  similar 
size  from  his  brother  who  had  come  with 
him  to  this  state,  and  also  bought  another 
eighty  acres,  so  that  he  had  four  luuulred 
acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death.  This 
he  ])laced  tnider  excellent  cultivation  and 
impro\ed  with  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings. 
He  served  as  township  clerk  for  a  vear  or 
more  and  also  filled  the  office  of  school  direc- 
tor.   1  le  did  in  February,  1897.  and  his  wife 


passed  away  January  6,  1889,  both  being 
laid  to  rest  in  Fairview  cemetery.  They 
were  among  the  most  highly  respected  and 
honored  citizens  of  their  community.  In 
the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  seven 
children,  namely:  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Dr.  E. 
J.  Porter,  of  Grand  Island,  Nebraska; 
Frank  S.,  our  subject;  John,  who  wedded 
Mary  Whiffels  and  lives  in  Annawan  town- 
ship, this  county;  Sarah  A. :  Xellie,  who 
died  Alay  14,  1884;  William  H.,  who  mar- 
ried Xaoma  Fick  and  resides  in  Cornwall 
township ;  and  Jessie  L. 

Frank  S.  Sears  obtained  his  elementary 
education  in  the  country  schools  near  his 
boyhood  home,  and  subsec|uently  attended 
the  high  schol  at  Geneseo  for  two  years. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm  until  the  latter's  death,  and 
then  took  charge  of  the  place,  which  he  has 
since  successfully  carried  on.  Like  his  fa- 
ther, he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  two  years  he  most  acceptably  served  as 
township  clerk.  On  the  14th  of  April,  1897, 
he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Amy  A. 
Funk,  a  daughter  O'f  George  Funk,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  in  this  work,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  children:  George 
v..  who  was  born  March  27,  1898,  and  died 
on  the  29th  of  the  following  April :  and 
Attie  Mildred,  who  was'  born  March  4, 
1900.  The  Sears  family  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  families  of  Cormvall  townsln'i) 
and  wherever  known  is  held  in  high  regard. 


CHRISTIAN  G.  GIERHART. 

In  the  respect  that  is  accorded  to  men 
who  have  foug'ht  their  wa}'  to  success 
thrciugh  unfavorable  environments  we  find 
an  unconscious  recognition  of  the  intrinsic 
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"worth  of  a  character  wliich  can  not  only 
endure  so  rough  a  test  1)ut  gain  new  strengtli 
througli  the  disciphne.  The  following  his- 
torj-  sets  forth  briefly  the  steps  by  which 
our  subject,  now  one  of  the  substantial  ag- 
riculturists of  Henry  county,  overcame  the 
disadvantages  of  his  early  life.  He  resides 
on  section  6,  Atkinson  township,  and  is 
the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  nf  twn  hundred 
acres  in  that  and  Gcneseo  townships. 

-Mr.  Gierhart  was  burn  in  Ivichland 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  ijtli  uf  April,  1824, 
and  is  a  son  of  Jonas  H.  and  Susan 
(Stough)  Gierhart,  both  natives  of  Mary- 
land, where  their  marriage  was  celebrated. 
The  father  was  born  in  1792,  and  in  1814 
remo\-ed  to  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  which 
was  then  a  \-ast  wiklerness.  With  his  wife 
and  child  and  one  horse  the  j(.iurncy  was 
made  to  their  new  home  in  the  Buckeye 
state.  With  his  (nvn  hands  he  built  a  little 
cabin  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  and  at  once 
began  to  clear  and  improve  a  farm.  In 
later  years,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons, 
he  made  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  About  1867  he  came  to  Henry 
county.  Illinois,  and  spent  his  last  }'ears 
with  his  children,  dying  here  in  February, 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Ohio,  Chris- 
lian  G.  Gierhart  grew  to  manhood,  aidin,^- 
his  father  in  carrying  on  the  farm  until  he 
reached  years  of  maturity.  During  the 
Mexican  war  he  enlisted  in  i84<'),  in  Com- 
pany K,  Third  Ohi(j  \'olunteer  Infantry, 
.and  was  first  engaged  in  guarding  trains  for 
about  five  hundred  miles,  later  participat- 
ing in  the  battle  of  Buena  \'ista.  He  was 
ill  in  the  hospital  for  some  time,  and  from 
ihe  effects  of  that  illness  he  has  never  full_\ 
recovered.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  New  Orleans.     By 


way  of  Cincinnati  he  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Ohio,  and  lieing  in  poor  health  re- 
mained on  his  father's  farm  about  two 
years. 

In  Xovember,  1849,  -^^i"-  Gierhart  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Sarah  A. 
Gray,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
was  about  six  vears  old  wdien  she  accom- 
panied her  father,  Joseph  Gray,  on  his  re- 
mo\'al  to  Ohio,  the  family  Iieing  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Ashland  county.  For  some 
time  after  his  marriage  he  worked  at  any- 
thing which  he  could  find  to  do,  and  con- 
tracted to  cut  six  hundred  cords  of  wood, 
most  of  which  he  himself  cut.  In  1853  he 
came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  engaged 
in  farming  for  Charles  Demming,  who  at 
the  adx'anced  age  of  ninety-seven  years  is 
n.ow  liv-nig  in  Geneseo.  While  serving  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Ohio  Mr.  Demming 
had  married  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gierhart.  and  he 
swore  Mr.  Gierhart  into  the  service  in  the 
Mexican  war.  He  filled  the  office  of  state 
senator  in  Ohio,  and  held  other  positions  of 
lionor  and  trust. 

Oin  subject  continued  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Demming  at  Geneseo  for  four  years 
and  during  that  time  opened  uj)  a  farm.  In 
1856  he  made  his  ;first  purchase  of  land 
consisting  of  eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie  on 
section  6,  Atkinson  township,  where  he  now 
resides,  and  at  once  turned  his  attention  to 
its  improvement  and  cultivation.  He  erect- 
ed thereon  a  small  house,  which  was  his 
home  for  sixteen  years,  and  was  then  re- 
placed by  a  more  commodious  and  preten- 
tious dwelling.  Other  buildings  have  also 
been  erected,  an  orchard  set  out  and  shade 
trees  planted.  He  added  to  his  original  pur- 
chase from  time  to  time  and  now  has  two 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  forty  acres 
of  which  is  just  across  the  road  from  his 
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home  in  Geneseo  townsliip.  At  one  time  he 
owned  three  hiuKh'ed  acres.  l)ut  has  since 
disposed  of  a  jjortinn  ni  this.  Akhung-h  he 
started  out  in  hte  for  himself  in  deht,  he 
has  steachly  o\-ercome  the  obstacles  in  the 
path  to  prosperity,  and  through  his  dili- 
gence, enterprise  and  g(.)od  management  has 
become  quite  well-to-do. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cherhart  were  horn 
se\'en  children,  namely:  Martha  Jane,  wife 
of  A.  C.  Rice,  of  (ieneseo;  ^Margaret  Lo- 
venia,  wife  of  Theodore  Miller,  a  farmer  of 
(jeneseo  township:  Susan,  who  married  and 
died  in  Kansas,  leaving  three  children,  two 
of  whom  are  now  living:  John  K..  a  farmer 
of  Geneseo  tdwnship:  Ida,  wife  <if  Myron 
McHenr}':  and  J.  O.,  an  in\ali(l.  who  is 
married  and  resides  on  the  home  farm; 
antl  Olive,  who  died  at  the  age  (_)f  seven 
months. 

In  iS6j.  during  the  Civil  war,  yh.  Gier- 
hart  raised  a  company,  which  became  a  part 
\  olunteer  Infantry,  under  command  of 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illinois 
Couonel  Henderson,  and  was  commissioned 
first  lieutenant  by  Governor  Yates,  but 
being-  in  ill  health  he  was  advised  by  the 
Colonel  to  resign  after  going  south  and  re- 
turned home  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat  and 
c;ist  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  James 
K.  Polk  in  1844.  At  local  elections,  how- 
ever, when  no  issue  is  involved  he  votes 
independent  of  party  lines.  For  the  long 
period  of  twenty-eight  years  he  was  an 
efiicient  member  of  the  school  board  and 
also  served  as  president  of  the  district.  He 
filled  the  office  nf  justice  of  the  [jeace  in 
.\tchison  town.ship  for  eight  }'cars :  was 
road  comnfissioner  twelve  years:  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  numerous  conventions  of 
his   partv.      His   official    duties    have   been 


performed  with  a  fidelity  and  promptness 
ivorthv  of  the  highest  conimendatiiiu.  and 
he  has  always  l)een  found  true  u>  e\'ery 
trust  reposed  in  him  whether  public  or 
private.  He  is  an  acti\e  and  prominent 
member  of  the  ]\Ietho(_list  Episcopal  Church 
a.  Geneseo,  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day school  for  tweh'e  years,  and  assisted 
in  establishing  one  of  the  first  country  Sun- 
dav  schools  in   the  countv. 


XORM.W  SHEARER. 

The  fine  farm  i.m  section  18,  Cornwall 
township,  belonging  to  this  gentleman,  in- 
\-ariably  attracts  the  eye  of  the  passing 
traveler  as  being  under  the  supervision  of  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  and  a 
man  otherwise  of  good  business  qualifica- 
tions. In  connection  with  his  farming  oper- 
ations he  carries  on  stock  raising  quite  ex- 
tensi\'ely,  and  in  all  his  undertakings  has 
been  remarkably  successful. 

]\Ir.  Shearer  was  born  in  Cornwall  town- 
ship. June  13.  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Lewis 
and  Permelia  1  Burget)  Shearer,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume. His  early  education  was  acquired  at 
the  district  schools  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  his  home,  and  by  reading  and  obser- 
vation in  later  years  he  has  greatly  supple- 
mented the  knowledge  there  acquired.  He 
remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage,  which  was  celelirated 
April  5,  1885,  Miss  .Mary  :McCaft'erty  be- 
coming his  wife.  She  is  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  came  to  this  country  in  1866 
with  her  parents.  Charles  and  Rose  (Diver) 
McCaft"erty,  who  were  also  born  on  the 
Emerald    isle.      Thev  became    residents    of 
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Cornwall  townsliip.  iliis  county.  Their 
children  were  Sarah,  wife  of  E.  B.  Steb- 
bins:  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  Bridget, 
wife  of  Terrence  McCabe;  Pacca,  who  wed- 
ded Mary  Dwyer;  Maggie,  wife  of  D.  H. 
Robins:  Katie:  Fannie,  wife  of  Thomas 
Cole:  and  John.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shearer 
have  two  children:  Blanche,  born  January 
6.  1886.  and  Edith,  born  July  5.  1887,  both 
attending  school. 

Mr.  Shearer  owns  two  hundred  and  for- 
ty acres  of  land,  which  he  has  placed  un- 
der e.xcellent  cultivation,  and  on  which  he 
has  made  many  useful  and  valuable  im- 
provements which  add  greatly  to  the  at- 
tractive appearance  of  the  place.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  stock  raising  and  ship])ing. 
and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  .and  reliable  business  men  of 
liis  community. 

.\s  a  Republican  Mr.  Shearer  takes 
quite  an  active  part  in  local  positions,  and 
lie  is  now  acceptably  serving  as  supervisor 
of  Cornwall  township,  having  been  elected 
to  that  responsible  position  in  April.  1900. 
He  has  also  tilled  the  office  of  school  di- 
rector for  the  past  few  years.  Socially  he 
i;-  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
Camp  at  Atchison,  and  the  Fraternal  Trib- 
rine  at  Geneseo. 


CAL\'IX   F.   ^\■OLE^'ER. 

Among  the  young  and  enterprising 
farmers  of  Cornwall  township  thereis  pro- 
bably none  more  energetic  or  thorough- 
going than  the  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  sketch.  He  now  owns  a  line 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
acres  on  section  18.     He  was  born  where  he 


now  resides,  June  16,  1875.  and  is  a  son  of 
R.  W.  and  Roena  (Foster)  \Volever,  both 
natives  of  Illinois,  the  former  born  near 
Peoria,  in  1844.  the  latter  near  Geneseo, 
this  county.  The  \\'olever  family  was 
originally  from  Xew  Jersey.  The  father 
was  first  married  in  1865.  to  a  I\Irs.  Frey, 
who  died  two  years  later,  leaving  one  child. 
In  1867  he  wedded  Roena  Foster,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children,  one  son  and 
three  daughters,  namely:  Letha,  who  died 
January  13,  1901,  was  the  wife  of  John 
Hughe}-,  a  teamster  of  Stark  county:  Lot- 
lie,  who  died  in  childhood;  Calvin  F.,  our 
subject:  and  Lucy  married  Fred  Schwen- 
eker.  The  parents  now  reside  in  Moline, 
Rock  Island  county.  Illinois.  The  father 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Galva,  where 
his  father  conducted  a  hotel  for  about  eight 
years,  and  after  reaching  manhood  engaged 
in  farming  in  this  county  for  some  years, 
and  took  a  very  active  and  prominent  part 
ii'  public  affairs  of  a  political  nature.  The 
Republican  party  has  always  found  in  him  a 
stanch  su])porter  of  its  principles,  and  he 
has  most  acceptably  filled  the  offices  of 
school  director,  assessor  for  twelve  years, 
and  supervisor  for  eight  years.  Fraternally 
he  was  a  member  of  the  ^Modern  \\'oodmen 
of  .\merica  and  the  Home  Forum. 

Cah'in  F.  \\'o1e\-er  grew  to  manhood 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Corn- 
wall and  Atkinson  townshi])s.  He  early  be- 
came familiar  with  the  duties  which  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  from  his 
father  purchased  the  old  liomestead  con- 
sisting of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres 
of  land  c)n  section  18.  Cornwall  township, 
to  which  he  has  since  added  twenty-two 
acres.  He  now  has  one  of  the  most  highly 
cultivated  and  best  improved   farms  in  the 
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locality.  Politically  he  follows  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father  and  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Repuhlican  party.  He  was  married  in  1898 
to  ]\Iiss  ^Maggie  Wolf,  a  native  of  Henry 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  Bernard  and 
Dorothy  ( Gravenhurst)  Wolf,  and  they 
now  lia\e  a  little  son.  Robert,  born  Xovem- 
lier   1 .    1 900. 


FREDERICK  A.  HURLBUTT. 

Henrv  county  has  many  prosperous  and 
successful  farmers  who  are  the  architects  of 
their  own  fortunes,  having  through  their 
own  unaided  efforts  gained  a  handsome 
competence,  .\mong  these  is  the  subject  of 
this  personal  history,  who  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  development  and  upbuilding 
of  the  county  since  1858.  while  his  name  is 
inseparably  connected  with  its  agricultural 
and  financial  interests.  He  makes  his  home 
on  section  (>.  Gaha  townshij).  wliere  he  owns 
a  fine  farm. 

Mr.  llnrlbutt  was  born  in  Xew  Hamp- 
.shire.  November  9.  1831.  a  son  of  Alba  and 
Laura  (Osgood)  Hurlbutt,  natives  of  the 
same  state.  By  profession  the  father  was  a 
physician  and  was  a  graduate  of  one  of  the 
eastern  schools  of  medicine.  He  was  born 
June  24.  1794.  On  coming  west  in  1840  he 
located  south  of  \'ictoria.  in  Tvuo.n;  county. 
and  while  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  his  sons  improved  and  operated 
the  farm.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig.  He 
(lied  upon  Iiis  farm  in  Knox  county,  Octo- 
l)er  1.  1S38.  and  the  death  of  his  wife  oc- 
curred March  14.  1871.  in  Henry  county. 
She  was  born  June   i^>.   180J. 

I'nto  this  worthy  coujile  were  born  nine 
children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy,  the 
t.lhers  being  a>  follows:  Hubbard,  born  May 


23,  1822,  died  on  the  old  homestead  Xo- 
\ember  23,  1844;  Edmund,  born  ?ilay  6, 
1824.  died  in  Marshalltown.  Iowa,  in  the 
fall  of  1898;  X'athaniel,  born  September  22, 
1826,  died  while  prospecting  in  California 
ii.  1849;  Laura,  torn  March  2'/,  1829,  mar- 
ried Leander  Taylor  and  died  on  the  old 
homestead  May  21,  1865;  Erederick  A., 
our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Eran- 
cis,  born  June  22.  1837,  who  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Knox  county,  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war,  but  soon  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Fort  Donelson  was  taken  ill  and  re- 
turned home  after  serving  one  year:  Susan. 
l)orn  June  22.  1844.  is  the  wife  of  .Alexan- 
der .\.  Taylor,  a  farmer  of  Xebraska:  and 
Charles,  born  March  10.  1846,  died  in  that 
state.  Octolier  10.  1894.  The  children  were 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Knox 
county. 

During  his  bo}-hood  Frederick  A.  Hurl- 
butt  ])ursued  his  studies  in  a  primitive  log- 
>cho()l  house  with  its  slab  benches  and  other 
crude  furniture.  He  remained  at  home  as- 
sisting in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  after 
the  death  of  his  father  in  1858,  when  he 
came  to  Henry  county  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  t)f  unimproved  land  in  Burns  town- 
shi]).  which  he  at  once  began  to  break  and 
culti\-ate.  At  first  he  met  with  many  re- 
\-erses  and  was  forced  to  endure  many  hard- 
ships, but  after  the  Civil  war  his  prospects 
became  lirighter  and  be  steadily  prosperetl 
in  his  farming  operations.  As  his  financial 
resources  increased  he  added  to  his  landed 
j/ossessions  from  time  to  time  imtil  he  now 
owns  one  thousand  acres  of  A-aluable  land 
in  this  county  divided  into  five  farms  which 
are  located  in  Weller,  Galva  and  P)urn;i 
townships.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  land 
owners  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county, 
and   having  started   out   in   life   for  himself 


THE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


687 


\vith  no  capital  iiis  success  is  due  to  hard 
work  and  good  management.  His  property 
is  all  well  improved  with  good  buildings, 
and  the  land  is  fully  tiled  and  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  At  one  time  ^Ir.  Hurl- 
hutt  was  extensively  engaged  in  raising  cattle 
for  market,  and  has  always  kept  a  good 
grade  of  draft  and  road  horses.  He  has 
not  confined  his  attention  wholly  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters and  a  large  stockholder  of  the  Farm- 
ers Elevator  of  Galva ;  also  a  director  and 
vice-president  of  the  stuck  c(iini)any  of 
same;  a  stocklmlder  and  <lirect(>r  of  the 
Galva  State  Bank;  and  a  stockholder  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  that  place. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  i860,  Mr.  Flurl- 
butt  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caro- 
Jjne  Osgood,  who  was  also  l)orn  in  New 
Hampshire  in  1839,  but  at  that  time  was 
living  with  her  jsarents  in  Kni:)X  coimty, 
Illinois,  whither  the  family  removed  in 
1 84 1.  Her  father.  Willard  Osgood,  was  of 
English  ancestry.  He  took  up  land  in  Knox 
county  and  there  spent  his  remaining  days. 
In  his  family  were  only  two  children,  the 
older  being  Levi,  a  resident  of  ]\Iarshall- 
town.  Iowa.  ~\Ir.  and  -Mrs.  Hurlbutt  are 
the  parents  of  nine  children:  (i)  Edgar  L., 
born  Decemlier  20,  1861,  lives  on  part  of 
his  father's  land.  (2)  Elmer  A.,  born  :\Iay 
14,  1863,  is  a  farmer  of  Weller  township. 
He  married  Effie  Michaels  and  they  have 
four  children,  Earl  E.,  Marion.  Edna  and 
Edgar.  (3)  Levi  H.,  born  October  5.  1865, 
lives  on  his  father's  land  in  Burns  township. 
He  married  Margaret  Sewell,  now  deceased, 
and  they  have  two  cinldren,  Leo  and  ^Nlar- 
guerite.  I4,)  ^linnie  L.,  born  October  24, 
1867,  is  the  wife  of  John  Peugh,  of  Ne- 
braska, and  they  have  four  children.  Gladys, 
Lettie,  Zelda  and  Laurice.     (5)  Jennie  ^M., 


born  July  11,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
I'enney,  of  Burns  ti.iwnship.  (6)  Frederick 
N..  born  January  2,  1873,  lives  in  Burns 
tdwnship.  He  married  Winnie  Hamilton, 
and  thev  have  two  children.  Hazel  and  Ray- 
mond. (7)  Zelda  A.,  born  August  31,  1875, 
lives  with  her  l)rother  Levi.  (8)  Charles 
H..  bom  December  11,  1878,  and  (9) 
I'rank.  liorn  Decemljer  12.  1880,  are  both  at 
hume.  All  have  been  educated  in  the  district 
schools. 

As  a  Reimblican  Mr.  Hurlbutt  takes 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has 
held  several  minor  township  offices,  serving 
a.s  school  director  many  years,  and  also  a^ 
trustee.  He  gives  to  the  support  of  church 
work  although  not  a  member  of  any  re- 
ligious denomination,  and  ne\er  withholds 
his  aid  from  any 'enterprise  which  he  be- 
lieves calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  edu- 
cational or  material  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. For  sixty  years  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  section  of  the  state,  and  has 
borne  an  important  part  in  its  upbuilding 
and  ad\-ancement.  As  a  business  man  he 
ranks  among  the  ablest  of  Galva  township, 
and  his  success  in  life  is  due  to  no  inherited 
fortune,  or  to  any  happy  succession  of  ad- 
\-antageous  circumstances,  but  to  his  own 
sturdv  will,  steady  application,  studious 
habits,  tireless  industry  and  sterling  in- 
tegrity. 


JOSEPH  BURSTOX. 

Joseph  Burston,  who  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  Geneseo,  Illinois,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  on  the  9th  of  December.  182 1,  and 
i;  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Alary  (Swanson) 
Johnston,  lifelong  residents  of  that  country, 
where  the  father  died  in   1836,  aged  sixty 
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years,  the  mother  in  1863.  aged  seventy- 
six.  He  was  the  only  one  of  their  seven 
chil(h-en  to  come  to  .\merica,  the  others  ah 
remaining  in  Sweden. 

'Sir.  Burston  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  land,  and  was  there  married,  in 
1842.  to  Miss  Mary  Johnston,  wh.i  died  in 
1864.  Fixe  _\'ears  later  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, liis  second  tniion  being  with  ]\Iary 
Johnston,  also  a  native  of  Sweden.  He 
worked  on  a  farm  in  that  country  until 
shortly  after  his  second  marriage,  when  he 
emigrated  to  tlie  United  States,  landing  in 
Boston  after  a  \-oyag-e  of  sixteen  days.  Im- 
mediately after  his  arrival  he  proceeded  to 
Geneseo.  Illinois,  and  obtained  work  on  the 
farm  of  D.  Ford.  For  eighteen  years  he 
Continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
ar.d  then  renjoxed  to  Geneseo,  purchasing 
seven  acres  of  land  at  the  edge  of  the  city, 
and  Iniilding  thereon  a  good  home,  where 
he  is  now  living  a  retired  life,  enjoying  a 
\^ell-earned  rest. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Burston  had 
five  children,  all  born  in  Sweden,  namely: 
(I)  ( iust.  born  March  14,  ]84_'.  married 
Christina  Johnston,  of  Sweden,  and  they 
came  to  America  with  his  father  in  1869. 
k>cating  in  Geneseo.  where  Gust  worked  in 
a  wagon  factory.  On  the  14th  of  February, 
iQOche  returned  to  his  native  land  to  engage 
in  the  same  business.  (2)  Charlotte,  born 
December  13.  1844,  married  John  Larson, 
who  died  in  Sweden  in  1870,  and  she  later 
came  to  .\nierica.  and  was  again  married  in 
IMoline.  Illinois,  her  .second  husband  being 
Swan  Brown,  also  a  native  oi  Sweden. 
They  still  reside  in  :Moline.  (3)  Charles, 
born  .March  13.  184.J,  wedded  ^lary 
Johnston,  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  they  also 
make  their  home  in  INiohnc.  (4)  Lena, 
born  December   10,   i8^i,  is  the  widow  of 


Oscar  Bueling,  who  died  in  1885.  and  she, 
too,  is  a  resident  of  Moline.  (  5  )  Fred,  born 
?klarch  14.  1863.  married  Addie  Johnston 
and  lives  in  Moline. 

In  early  lii"e  ^Iv.  Burston  was  a  most 
industrious  man.  was  honorable  and  up- 
right in  all  his  dealings,  and  his  career  has 
e\-er  been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  con- 
fidence and  high  regard  of  all  with  wdiom 
he  has  been  Iirought  in  contact.  He  is  an 
acti\-e  and  consistent  member  of  the  Swed- 
ish Lutheran  Church  of  Geneseo.  and  is  now 
ser\'ing  as  deacon  of  the  same. 


LEWIS  SHEARER. 

I'rominent  among  the  successful  farmers 
and  representative  citizens  of  Cornwall 
township  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  article,  his  home  being  on  section 
18.  where  he  has  a  well  improved  and  highly 
cultivated  farm.  A  native  of  New  York,  he 
A'.as  born,  in  Wilton,  Saratoga  county,  about 
five  miles  east  of  Saratoga  Springs,  in  181 7, 
i.nd  is  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  ( In- 
gersoll)  Shearer.  In  1834  he  removed  with 
the  family  to  Livingston  county,  in  the  same 
state,  and  settled  on  the  Wadsworth  lands. 
Five  years  later  he  became  a  resident  of  Tip- 
]iecanoe  coinUy.  Indiana,  where  he  worked 
with  his  father  on  the  farm,  wdiich  was  lo- 
cated about  seven  miles  northeast  of  La 
Fa}-ette.  They  found  a  market  for  their 
v/heat  at  Michigan  City,  where  it  was  worth 
fifty  cents  a  bushel,  ami  in  exchange  re- 
ceived salt,  leather,  cotton  and  the  vari- 
ous articles  needed  in  their  pioneer  home. 
At  that  time  all  shoes  and  boots  were  made 
1  V  shoemakers  who  went  from  house  to 
house,  and  most  of  the  material  for  clothing 
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"was  woven  in  the  home.  Our  snhject's 
mother  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Tippe- 
canoe county,  Indiana.  Jame.s  Shearer  was 
lx)Tn  Octoher  6,  1777.  and  died  in  1863, 
liis  remains  being  interred  by  the  side  of  his 
wile  near  tlie  old  Tippecanoe  battle  ground. 

Lewis  Shearer  not  only  aided  in  the 
arduous  task  of  clearing  and  improving  the 
home  farm,  but  during  his  residence  in  In- 
diana also  taught  school  two  terms.  He 
Iiad  twenty-five  scholars,  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived two  dollars  each  itn  a  tliree-months 
term.  On  leaving  home  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing upon  rented  land  in  Warren  oninty.  In 
diana,  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Shearer  was  married  in  Indiana  in 
1843.  to  Miss  Permelia  Burget,  who  was 
lx>rn  in  Ohio.  February  16.  182 1.  and  died 
June  16.  1899.  She  was  buried  at  Liberty 
Church  cemetery,  where  her  sons  are  also 
interred.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Silas  and 
Sarah  (Henderson)  Burget.  By  this  union 
■were  born  the  following  named  children: 
(i)  Sarah,  born  October  8,  1844,  in  Tip- 
pecanoe county,  Indiana,  married  Nelson 
\\'aterhouse,  and  they  have  two  children — 
Crace.  who  was  born  August  25,  1872,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  J.  Dwyer,  a  motorman 
of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota:  and  Pearl,  who 
was  born  [March  26,  1882,  and  is  at  home 
vith  her  parents.  (2)  Mary  Ann.  Ixirn 
[May  31,  1S49.  resides  in  Chicago.  (3) 
Albert  James,  born  in  Cornwall  township, 
Henry  county,  Illinois.  September  2.  1853. 
<Iied  April  29.  1872.  (4)  Bruce,  born 
March  24,  1856,  was  thrown  from  a  horse, 
and  from  the  effects  of  the  injuries  received, 
d:ed  in  1867.  (5)  Xorman.  born  June  13, 
1859,  married  Mary  McCafferty,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Rose  McCafferty.  who  re- 
side in  Sheffield,  Illinois,  and  they  have  two 
children — Blandie,  born  Januarv  16.  1886, 


and  Edith.  lx:)rn  July  5,  1887.  both  residing 
at  home.  (6)  Lewis  Ross,  born  May  19, 
1861,  lives  in  Munson  township,  this  coun- 
ty. He  married  Amanda  Munson  and  they 
have  four  children — Lilly,  Burget.  Albert 
and  Clara,  all  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Shearer  came  to  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  the  fall  of  1850,  and  spent  the  fol- 
k-wing winter  in  a  rented  house  near  Ke- 
wanee.  In  the  spring  of  1851  he  pur- 
chased seventy-five  and  a  half  acres  of  land, 
l)nrt  of  which  was  timber,  of  James  S.  Ham- 
ilton, and  also  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
ot  unbroken  prairie  land  in  Cornwall  town- 
ship, of  Captain  Jack.  Since  that  time  he 
has  been  an  active  factor  in  the  development 
and  progress  of  Henry  county,  and  in  his 
farming  ojjerations  has  met  with  unquali- 
fied success,  his  farm,  which  was  developed 
from  a  wild  tract,  being  one  of  the  best  in 
tiie  township. 

In  earlv  life  Mr.  Shearer  was  a  Demo- 
crat, but  since  the  formation  of  the  Republi- 
can party  has  Ijeen  one  of  its  stanch  ad- 
herents, and  has  ever  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  public  affairs.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  judges  of  election  in  what  is  now  Corn- 
v.all  township,  but  which  was  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  township.  In  1852  he  was 
asked  to  take  the  position  of  road  overseer, 
but  declined  to  serve,  but  the  following 
year  he  was  again  appointed  to  that  posi- 
tion and  accepted  the  ofiice.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  etficiently  served  as  school  di- 
rector, and  also  filled  the  ofiice  of  township 
trustee.  In  1857  he  was  first  elected  super- 
visor of  his  township,  and  served  until  1861. 
and  in  1862  was  appointed  to  fill  a  \acancy 
ir.  that  position,  and  continued  to  serve  as 
supervisor  for  seventeen  years,  filling  the 
office  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  entire 
srtisf action  of  his  constituents.    He  has  done 
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much  til  adxance  the  interests  of  the  coin- 
liiunity  ill  which  he  Hves,  and  is  counted 
one  of  its  most  influential  and  popular  citi- 
zens. Religiously  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Christian  church  for  sexeral  rears. 


WILLI A^I  PORTER. 

Anmng  the  honored  pioneers  and  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  Henry  county  is  num- 
bered \\'illiam  Porter,  who  located  here  in 
the  spring  of  1S43  and  has  since  been  prom^ 
inently  identified  with  its  growth  and  de- 
\eliipment.  He  is  no^v  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-three 
acres  on  sections  3  and  4,  Cornwall  town- 
ship, which  is  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
\ation  and  well  impro\ed. 

yiv.  Porter  was  Iiorn  in  South  Hunting- 
ton township,  Westmoreland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  15th  of  September,  1815. 
and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Catherine  ( Gaff- 
ney )  Pcjrter,  the  former  a  nati\e  of  \'ir- 
g'inia,  the  latter  of  'Sh.  Pleasant  triwnship, 
\Vestmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania.  In 
1834  the  father  brought  his  family  to  Illi- 
nois, and  after  traveling  all  o\"er  the  state 
took  up  his  residence  in  Decatur  on  the  0th 
of  October,  that  year.  On  account  of  the 
frequency  of  prairie  fires  he  avoided  the 
newer  settlements.  He  si)ent  the  4th  of 
July  in  Danville,  and  remained  for  al^out 
four  weeks  in  Bloomington  on  this  trip. 
He  bought  a  farm  of  two  lumdred  ami  forty 
acres  adjoining  Decatiu-,  which  was  al- 
ready fenced  and  under  culti\ation. 

William  Porter  is  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  cle\-en  children,  the 
others  being  John,  who  was  drowned  in  the 
Youghiogheny      ri\er       in       Pennsylvania; 


twins,  who  dietl  in  infancy:  Edward,  who 
died  in  Reno.  Pnva,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  leaving  a  large  family  living 
nxar  that  place:  Isaiah,  who  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1849,  '>"'!  lived  on  the  Pacific 
coast  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Tacoma,  ^\'ashing■ton :  Harriet,  who  mar- 
ried William  White  and  died  in  Stark  coun- 
ty. Illinois:  Lucinda,  wife  of  Daniel  Ging- 
rich of  the  same  county;  Catherine,  who 
married  Samuel-  Airhart,  and  also  tlietl  in 
Stark  county.  Both  were  graduates  of 
Knox  College,  of  Galesburg.  Aaron,  a  resi- 
dent (if  California;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his 
Ijarents  to  Illinois,  ami  remained  on  the 
farm  near  Decatur  until  June.  1837,  when 
he  went  to  Stark  county.  There  he  entered 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  unbroken 
land,  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  devoted  his  energies  until  coming 
to  Henry  c<.iunty  in  the  spring  of  1843.  He 
purchased  eight}'  acres  of  laiul  in  Cornwall 
township,  and  traded  his  Stark  county  farm 
for  a  partialh'  impro\ed  tract  of  two  hun- 
dred acres.  It  is  now  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  with  good  and  substantial  build- 
ings, all  of  which  have  been  erected  by  ^Ir. 
Porter.  The  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of 
the  place  plainly  indicates  his  careful  super- 
\ision. 

In  Stark  county,  on  the  3th  of  ]^Iay, 
1840.  ]Mr.  Porter  married  Aliss  Eleanor 
Hamilton,  who  was  born  on  the  lOth  of 
I'ebruary.  i8i8.  in  South  Huntington  town- 
ship. We■^tmo^ela^d  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  in  Cornwall  township,  this  county, 
-May  20,  1885.  She  was  one  of  a  family 
of  six  children  whose  parents  were  Alexan- 
der and  Elizabeth  (Steele)  Hamilton.  The 
children  bc.irn  to  our  subject  and  his  wife 
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were  as  follows :  ^lary  Martha,  now  the 
wife  of  John  T.  Rondema  ,  farmer  of  the 
slate  of  Washington;  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, who  died  in  infancy;  Jane  Ellen,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  \Villiam  C, 
deceased,  who  married  .\manda  Turpin  and 
followed  merchandising  at  Hartwell,  Ne- 
braska; Charles,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ella 
and  Daniel,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  first 
married  Horace  G.  Benedict  and,  second, 
Charles  S.  Terpening,  a  farmer  and  school 
teacher,  and  the  latter  married  Sarah  Lloyd 
and  follows  farming;  Epaphroditns  J.,  who 
married  Miss  Mary  Jewett  .Sears  and  is  a 
physician  at  (jrand  Islantl.  Nebraska.  ha\"- 
ing  graduated  from  Rush  ^Medical  Cdllege. 
Chicago,  in  1878;  Jasie,  wife  of  Allison 
Orville  Taylor,  a  merchant  of  Minatare.  Ne- 
braska; Viola,  wife  of  James  Dysart,  a 
Stock  raiser  of  Eagle,  Nebraska,  and 
Bowen,  who  married  America  Ernst,  and 
died  at  Gold  Hill,  Oregon,  of  which  place 
he  was  a  physician,  being  a  graduate  of  the 
Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College;  he 
was  also  a  student  in  the  Rush  Medical  C'-'l- 
lege. 

Mr.  Porter  has  always  taken  an  acti\e 
and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs, 
especially  educational  matters,  and  has  effi- 
ciently served  as  school  director.  Political- 
ly he  is  identified  at  present  with  the  Peo- 
ples party,  and  has  always  been  a  warm 
supporter  of  the  principles  atlvc:)cated  by 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  fraternally  is  con- 
nected with  the  Grange,  In  religious  belief 
he  is  a  Baptist,  and  is  an  earnest  and  con- 
sistent member  of  that  church.  Through 
the  fifty-eight  years  oi  his  residence  here 
Air.  Porter  has  become  witlely  known,  and 
his  many  excellent  traits  of  character  have 
gained  him  the  high  regard  of  a  host  uf 
friends. 


In  1849,  ill  compau}-  with  two  others 
from  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  our  subject 
started  for  the  gold  fields  of  California, 
making  the  trip  with  ox  teams  in  about  four 
months'  time.  On  the  Little  Blue  river  they 
joined  a  wagon  train,  so  that  when  they 
finally  crossed  the  great  plains  there  were 
sixty-fi\'e  men  and  one  woman  and  baby, 
the  wife  of  our  subject's  brother  Isaiah. 
He  remained  in  California  two  years,  pros- 
pecting and  mining.  His  trip  did  not  prove 
a  financial  success.  The  return  trip  was 
made  by  water.  \-ia  New  Orleans,  ami  the 
Mississippi  ri\'er  to  Peoria,  then  l;)y  stage  to 
Henry  county. 

In  1861  he  again  went  to  California,  via 
New  Ynrk  Citv  by  boat  to  .\spinwall.  liy 
rail,  ocean  and  the  Isthmus  to  Panama  and 
then  by  boat  to  San  Francisco.  He  engaged 
in  mining  in  Nevada  and  remained  four 
years,  returning  in  1865  by  water  to  New 
York,  thence  by  rail  to  Henry  county.  He 
crossed  the  isthmus  t)\'er  the  now  proposed 
canal  route  by  stage  and  river  steamers. 
In  1883  he  went  to  the  state  of  Washing- 
ton, \'a  the  Northern  Pacific,  being  a  i)as- 
senger  on  the  first  train  to  cross  the  moun- 
tains from  St.  Paul. 


JOHN  TAYLOR. 

More  than  sixty-three  years  ago  John 
Taylor  came  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and 
for  almost  half  a  century  was  actively  in- 
terested in  its  progress.  His  labors  as  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  county  justly  entitle 
him  to  a  prominent  ]5lace  in  its  annals.  He 
was  l)orn  on  the  i^th  of  August,  1821.  in 
New  Hampshire,  of  which  state  his  parents, 
.\ndrew  and   Pnlh-    (Brown)    Tavlor,   were 
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also  natives,  the  fnrmer  Iioni  January  17, 
1789,  tlie  latter  June  16.  iy^^.  At  an  early 
ila}'  the  family  remm-ed  tci  Xew  Yiirk  state.' 
Avhere  the  mother  dietl.  and  later  went  to 
\'alparaiso,  Indiana,  making  the  journey 
with  ox  teams.  In  1837  they  came  to  Henry 
County.  Illinois,  and  the  father  took  up  a 
tract  oi  government  land  in  Atkinsijn  town- 
ship, where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Octolier  2fi,  1843. 
Throughout  his  actix'e  business  life  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 

John  Taylor  was  the  third  in  order  of 
l)irth  in  a  family  of  four  chililren.  the  others 
heing  as  follows:  Nathan  Wo.idhury  died 
in  .Vtkinson.  this  county.  (_)f  his  se\"en  chil- 
dren one  was  killed  in  a  coal  hank;  two 
are  li\'ing  in  this  count}":  tw<i  in  Iowa:  ime 
in  Kansas;  and  one  in  Stark  county.  Illi- 
nois. James  X.  also  died  in  Atkinson,  and 
two  of  his  six  children  are  deceased,  while 
two  live  in  Bradford.  Stark  county:  one  in 
Missouri ;  and  one  in  Iowa.  ,\lrs.  ]\Iar\-  E. 
Hamilton  is  a  wid<iw  li\"ing  in  (ieneseo.  Illi- 
nois. She  is  the  mother  (if  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  are  still  living  and  reside  in 
Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa. 

The  sul)ject  of  this  review  was  ahout 
sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  with 
his  father  to  this  county,  and  he  aided  in 
transforming  the  wild  land  into  a  good 
larm.  Prior  to  his  marriage  he  became  the 
<iwner  of  eighty  acres  of  land,  only  eight 
acres  of  which  had  been  broken.  l)ut  he  soon 
l^laccd  the  remainder  under  cultivation,  and 
later  purchased  another  eighty-acre  tract  of 
wild  land.  Around  this  eiuire  tract  he 
lilaced  a  hedge  fence  and  upon  the  place 
•erected  a  comfortal)le  residence  and  a  good 
.set  of  farm  buildings,  making  it  his  home 
nntil  his  death,  whicli  occurred  October  12. 
1885.      lie  was  the  first  collector  of  Corn- 


wall township,  and  also  filled  the  office  of 
.school  director.  He  bore  a  very  active  and 
important  jiart  in  the  early  de\-elopment  of 
the  county,  and  was  one  of  the  most  hon- 
ored pioneers  and  useful  citizens.  At  one 
time  he  was  an  active  member  of  the 
(Granger  Association,  and  was  ever  identi- 
Jied  with  those  enterprises  wdiich  he  believed 
would  pro\-e  of  public  benefit. 

On  the  15th  of  November.  1849.  ;\Ir. 
Taylor  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ogden,  wdio  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, February  25,  1831,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  John  H.  and  Remembrance  (Evans) 
Ogxlen.  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsyl- 
\'ania.  respecti\-ely.  The  father  was  born 
February  13.  1804,  and  died  Oct(.)ber  21, 
1840.  A\hile  the  mother  is  also  deceased,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Colberts 
cemetery  on  the  Rock  river.  They,  too,  were 
pioneers  of  this  county.  '  In  their  family 
were  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : 
Samuel,  born  ]May  7.  1827.  died  April  30. 
1854:  Thi.mas  E..  born  March  21,  1S29, 
died  October  13.  1844:  Mrs.  Taylor  is  next 
in  order  of  liirth:  I\Iary  Emeline.  born  Feb- 
ruar_\-  4.  1833.  died  in  Iowa,  April  10,  1887; 
James  E..  born  December  8,  1834.  died 
^lay  30,  1850;  and  John,  born  No\'ember 
12.  1836,  died  January  2,  1887. 

r^Ir.  and  ^Irs.  Taylor  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children:  (i)  James  A.,  born  June 
6,  1 85 1,  married  Sarah  Berdue,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  an(l  they  have  six  children,  James 
All)ert,  John  A.,  Gertrude  E.,  Ella  M..  ^lay 
r\I.  and  Florence  E.  (2)  ]Mary  M.,  born 
]\Iay  2.  1853.  is  the  wife  of  (ieorge  Hill,  a 
native  of  \'irginia.  and  a  farmer  and  teacher 
by  occupation.  Of  their  six  chikh-en  only 
George  and  Arthur  E.  are  now  living.  Roy, 
E\a,  Ella  E.  and  an  infant  are  deceased. 
(3)  Byron  M.,  born  May  20,  1856,  married 
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Fanny  \\'elch,  a  nati\e  of  Illinois,  and  they 
have  two  daug-hters.  Lihhy  and  Elsie.  (4) 
John  Augnstus.  born  ]\Iarch  15.  1838,  mar- 
ried Rosa  ilcBnde,  of  Davenport.  Iowa, 
and  they  have  three  children  living,  Madge, 
Grace  E.  and  Angnsta.  (5)  Orin  W..  horn 
^larch  5,  i860,  and  (6)  Ella,  horn  May  12. 
1862,  are  both  at  home.  (;/)  George  \\'., 
born  December  25,  1864,  died  September 
20.  1867.  (8)  Emeline.  born  March  22, 
1867,  tlied  September  17.  the  same  \ear. 


ERIC  AXDERSOX. 

Aniiing  the  leading  and  popnlar  citizens 
of  W'eller  township  is  Eric  Anderson,  who 
has  efficiently  served  as  supervisor  of  that 
township  since  1890.  He  was  born  in  the 
central  part  of  Sweden,  Febrnary  5,  1847,  a 
son  of  Jons  and  Christine  (Olson)  .Ander- 
son, natives  of  the  same  country,  the  birth 
of  the  former  occurring  November  2,  1811, 
the  latter  May  16.  181 5.  In  1850  the  father 
brought  his  family  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  at  Bishop  Hill.  Henry  county,  Illi- 
nois. During  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
from  1850  until  1861.  he  worked  at  his  trade 
as  a  blacksmith,  l)ut  when  the  colony  there 
was  disbanded  in  the  latter  year  he  took  up 
farming  in  W'eller  township,  continuing  to 
follow  the  same  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred January  10,  1892.  He  was  a  man 
of  e.xceptionally  fine  physique,  and  was  high- 
ly respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him.  His  marriage  to  Christine  Olson  re- 
.sulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Christine, 
deceased  w^ife  of  Eric  Olson;  Olof,  a  farmer 
of  Weller  township,  who  enlisted  in  1861 
ir.  Company  D,  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Vol- 


unteer Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close 
oi  the  war:  Andrew,  who  was  a  member  i>f 
the  same  company  and  was  killed  in  battle 
at  Corinth,  Mississippi,  October  4,  1862; 
Anna,  widow  of  James  W.  Kennedy  and  a 
resident  of  Galva,  Illinois;  Eric,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  and  Justus,  a  farmer  of  Wel- 
ler township.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  November  10,  1891. 

During  his  boyhood  Eric  Anderson  at- 
tentled  the  district  school  at  Bishop  Hill,  and 
on  completing  his  education  worked  with 
liis  father  on  the  home  farm  until  twenty 
years  of  age.  During  the  following  tin-ee 
years  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  by 
others,  and  then  engaged  in  farming  iov  him- 
self on  a  tract  of  rented  land  in  Weller  town- 
ship. A  few  years  later  he  made  his  first 
purchase,  consisting  of  twenty-five  acres, 
which  he  operated  in  addition  to  rented  land. 
]  le  has  increased  his  landed  possessions  from 
time  to  time  b}-  the  purchase  of  small  tracts, 
until  he  now  has  one  hundred  and  two  acres 
of  well  improved  and  valuable  land. 

In  1870,  ^Ir.  Anderson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Peterson,  who 
was  also  born  in  Sweden  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica alone  in  1866,  her  people  never  emigrat- 
ing to  this  country.  By  this  union  was  born 
one  child,  Andrew,  who  remains  on  the  home 
farm.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  people  of  promi- 
nence in  the  community  where  they  reside. 
By  his  ballot  Mr.  Anderson  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  anil 
his  fellow  citizens  recognizing  his  worth  and 
ability  have  called  upon  him  to  serve  as  su- 
pervisor of  Weller  township  since  1890.  He 
has  also  filled  the  otfice  of  school  director  for 
niany  years.  He  is  what  the  world  terms  a 
self-made  man  as  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  with  no  capital,  and  the  prosperitv 
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that  lias  come  to  him  is  chie  entirely  to  his 
(i\vn  industry.  i)erse\'erance  and  gnod  man- 
agement. 


PROFESSOR  MARTI X  LUTHER. 

In  this  age  of  intellectual  activity,  when 
success  in  the  business  world  depends  not 
upon  mere  physical  prowess  but  upon  men- 
tal activity,  upon  an  ability  to  master  the 
principles  and  details  of  any  enterprise,  the 
work  of  the  educator  has  become  of  even 
greater  im]3ortance  than  ever  before.  Long 
occiri)ing  a  prominent  rank  among  the  edu- 
cators of  Henr}'  county  is  Professor  Martin 
Luther,  of  Geneseo.  who  is  now  filling  the 
important  position  of  county  superintendent 
of  schools. 

A  nati\-e  of  Illinois,  he  was  born  in 
\\'aukegan,  Lake  county.  December  2-j, 
1849.  and  is  a  son  of  John  J.  and  Alary 
Ursilla  ( Fehlman )  Luther,  the  former  a 
p.ati\-e  of  Xew  York,  the  latter  of  France. 
In  1862  the  famil\-  renrnxL-il  to  Hooppole. 
Henry  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Xoveml)er  7.  igoo.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Association  and  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  As  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his 
community  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  as 
supervisor  of  Yorktown  township,  and  also 
filled  the  office  of  school  director  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  His  widow  still  resides  in 
Hooppole. 

Profes.sor  Luther  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  the 
others  being  John  Jacob,  a  resident  of  God- 
dard.  Kansas;  Sarah  S.,  wife  of  George 
luigel,  also  of  Goddard.  Kansas;  William 
D.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Glasgow, 


Montana;  Hilary  A.,  wife  of  Edward  Smitlr 
of  Paton.  Iowa:  Louisa  B..  wife  of  Abra- 
ham Aliller.  of  H(jop])ole.  Illinois;  Hannah 
:\1..  who  died  in  Hooppole,  in  March,  1897; 
Helen,  a  resident  of  Hooppole:  Daniel  E., 
who  married  Lucy  Hoffman  and  lives  in 
Adel.  Iowa;  Rosetta  A.,  wife  of  George 
H(.)ft'man.  o{  Adel.  L:)W"a :  Irvin  E.,  who 
married  Bertha  Ott  and  resides  in  Walnut, 
Illinois:  Clinton  F..  who  married  X'^ina  With- 
row  and  makes  his  iKune  in  Sheffield,  Illi- 
nois: and  Josephine  L.,  a  resident  of  Hoop- 
pole. 

In  the  district  schools  of  Henry  count}' 
Professor  Luther  acquired  his  elementary 
education,  and  later  attended  the  Evan- 
gelical College  at  Xaperxille.  Illinois.  On 
ka\-ing  that  institution  he  commenced  his 
educational  work,  and  has  since  taught 
school  in  Boone  and  Greene  counties,  low'a, 
and  in  Bureau,  Whiteside  and  Henry  coun- 
ties, Illinois,  having  devoted  thirty-two 
}ears  ti:>  that  profession.  He  is  not  only  a 
well-educated  man,  but  possesses,  so  essen- 
tial to  a  successful  educator,  the  faculty  of 
imparting  to  others  the  knowledge  he  has 
acquired.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  coun- 
t}-  superintendent  of  schools  in  Henry  coun- 
ty, to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  his  predecessor,  and  after  creditably 
filling  that  ofifice  for  fifteen  months  was 
elected  to  the  same  position,  in  which  he  is 
now  serving  his  third  term.  \\'ith  a  correct 
appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  that  de- 
^■ol\•e  iqjon  the  teacher  he  is  well  fitted  for 
this  oftice,  and  is  making  continual  ad\-ance- 
ment  along  the  lines  of  educational  progress, 
each  year  witnessing  an  improvement  in  his 
methods  of  instruction. 

Professor  Luther  was  married  December 
27,  1877,  on  the  twenty-eighth  anniversary 
of  his  birth,  to  Miss  Augusta  L.  Ringel,  who 
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is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  their  par- 
ents being  John  and  Georgena  Frederika 
Matilda  (Voigt)  Ringel,  who  were  born  in 
Germany  and  came  to  Anierica  in  1840. 
ivlore  extended  mention  is  made  of  her  fam- 
ily in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  Henry 
I.  Ringel  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther  have  four  children, 
namely:  Bernice  M.,  born  January  5,  1879, 
was  appointed  by  the  school  board  as  assist- 
ant county  superintendent  in  September, 
1900,  and  is  now  aiding  her  father  in  the 
work  of  the  office;  Jessie  I.,  born  August  31, 
1880,  is  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of 
Henry  county:  Leroy  E.,  born  February  21, 
1883.  is  a  student  in  the  high  school  of  Gen- 
eseo;  and  Georgiana  M.,  born  January  13, 
1887,  is  also  attending  school  in  Geneseo. 

As  a  Republican  Professor  Luther  takes 
an  active  interest  in  political  affairs.  In  his 
social  relations  he  is  a  member  of  Utoi)ia 
Lodge,  Xo.  310,  K.  P. ;  the  Camp  of  Modern 
Woodmen,  No.  40;  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Globe,  Xo.  176.  He  is  a  man  of  high  in- 
tellectuality, broad  human  sympathies  and 
tolerance,  and  imbued  with  tine  sensibilities 
and  clearly  defined  principles.  Honor  and 
ir.tegrity  are  synonymous  with  his  name  and 
he  enjoys  the  respect,  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  the  people  nf  Henry  count}'. 


HEXDRICK  \'ASTIXE  FISHER. 

The  ancestors  of  this  prominent  citizen, 
on  both  the  maternal  and  paternal  sides, 
were  eminent  in  public  affairs  in  colonial 
days,  and  bore  an  active  and  honorable  part 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  family  tree 
first  took  root  in  Holland,  and  was  trans- 
planted by  Hendrick  Fisher,  the  great  grand- 


father uf  Colonel  Fisher,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1703.  This  ancestor  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church 
in  .\merica,  and  was  the  first  president  of 
the  old  Queen's  College,  not  Ruter's.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  he  was  a 
member  of  the  X'ew  Jersey  Assembly,  was 
president  of  the  historic  primeval  congress 
which  met  in  X'ew  York  from  1756  until 
independence  was  declared  in  1776.  The 
study  of  history  of  that  period  will  show 
that  no  man  was  .so  frequently  honored  and 
entrusted  with  responsible  duties  as  this 
sterling  patriot.  The  parents  of  Colonel 
Fisher  were  Caleb  Brokaw  and  Mary  Vas- 
tine  Fisher.  The  father  was  born  at  Bound 
Brook,  X'ew  Jersey,  and  when  a  young  man 
removed  to  W'ilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania,  and 
for  many  years  was  prominent  in  financial 
and  business  affairs.  He  was  a  pioneer  in 
anthracite  coal  operations.  He  was  an  ar- 
dent Abolitionist,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party  for  its  inception. 

Colonel  Fisher  was  educated  in  the  public 
school  of  W'ilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  resided,  and  at  Wyoming  Seminary,  at 
Kingston,  Pennsylvania.  Upon  starting  in 
life  on  his  own  account,  he  first  secured  a  po- 
sition in  the  office  of  the  L.  &  B.  R.  R.,  now 
the  D.  L.  &  W.  In  1867  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  first  at  Aurora  where  he  lived 
for  about  two  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Geneseo  where  he  has  resided  ever  since. 
He  early  engaged  in  the  general  hardware 
])usiness  and  later  in  the  manufacture  of 
stoves,  and  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Geneseo  Stove  Company,  and  is  interested  in 
real  estate  and  banking.  His  business  af- 
fairs have  been  both  honorable  and  success- 
ful. He  married  Miss  Abbie  F.  Steele,  only 
child  of  Roliert  F.  and  Anna  E.  (Hardy) 
Steele.     Thev  liave  three  children  :  Eliza  E., 
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Helen  \'..  and  Aileen  S.  He  has  always 
been  pniminent  in  e\-ei-ythino-  that  pertains 
to  tlie  advancement  of  the  financial,  social 
the  religious  prosperity  of  the  city,  and  has 
heen  called  to  fill  many  positions  of  honor 
and  trust,  such  as  member  of  the  city  council, 
memlaer  of  the  lioard  of  education,  trustee 
of  the  Xorthwestern  Normal  ScIkxjI  and  ed- 
itor I  if  the  Henry  County  Xews. 

He  has  alwaws  lieen  an  unflinching  Re- 
publican, and  has  distinguished  himself  in 
the  councils  of  that  part  of  the  state.  He 
was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1887.  and  al- 
though it  was  his  first  term  he  was  assigned 
to  the  chairmanship  of  the  important  com- 
mittee of  canal  and  river  improvement,  Ije- 
fore  which  came  the  important  question  of 
the  cession  of  the  ])roperty  of  the  Illinois 
and  ^Michigan  canal  to  the  g(.)vernment  in  the 
construction  of  the  Hennepin  canal.  He 
w  as  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
railroads,  one  of  the  most  important  in  the 
house.  In  both  thirty-fifth  and  thirty- 
sixth  sessions  he  introduced  and  stmngly 
,-upported  bills  which  had  for  their  ol)ject 
the  erection  of  an  insane  hospital  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  state,  but  although 
these  bills  were  at  the  time  defeated,  the 
measure  was  made  successful,  through  his 
efforts,  during  his  first  term  in  the  senate. 
This  hospital  is  located  at  W'atertown.  in  his 
district.  In  1894  his  election  to  the  senate 
cccurrel.  The  thirty-third  district  he  rep- 
resented, comprised  the  counties  of  Rock 
Island  and  Henry.  His  majority  was  eight 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-four. 
1 'resident  Harrison's  majority  in  that  district 
was  only  about  three  thousand  five  hundred. 
He  served  as  president  /to  tempore  of  the 
senate  of  the  fortieth  general  assembly 
being  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Republi- 
can caucus.       He  jjresided  with  dignity  and 


impartiality  and  was  governor  of  the  state 
iluring  the  absence  of  the  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  and  a  Knight 
Templar.  He  was  commissioned  colonel 
and  aid-de-camp  to  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Illinois  National  Guard,  in 
which  organization  he  is  very  popular  and 
which  has  no  better  friend.  No  resident  of 
the  state  stands  higher  in  citizenship  and  no 
Republican  more  sincere. 


ERNEST  SALZ:^IANN. 

This  well-known  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion I,  Alba  township,  is  one  of  the  worthy 
citizens  that  Germany  has  furnished  to  the 
new  world.  He  was  born  in  Loudefeld, 
Hesse-Cassel.  June  1 1.  1845.  ^  *oi'^  of  Henry 
and  Anna  Sabina  Salzmann,  also  natives  of 
(iermany,  where  the  father  died  in  1856. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  miller  and  farmer. 
The  motlier  came  to  America  in  1880,  and 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Christian 
ii.  Alba  township,  fi\-e  miles  from  Annawan. 
He  w-as  married  at  our  sul)ject's  house  to 
Martless  Brandow.  There  is  also  another 
Ijrother  Reinhart.  the  oldest  of  the  three, 
who  married  Eva  Ott  and  came  to  America 
in  1880.  Those  of  the  family  now  de- 
ceased were  Conrad.  Henrich,  Sabina,  Mol- 
lie  and  Frederick. 

Ernest  Salzmann  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  land,  and  by  as- 
sisting in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  he 
acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  crossed  the  ocean,  land- 
ing in  New  York  on  the  loth  of  April,  1869, 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  Ottawa,  Illinois, 
where  he  worked  for  a  Air.  Ackerman,  now 
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of  Geneseo,  hauling  ice  and  doing  general 
farm  work.  From  September  of  that  year 
until  the  last  of  January,  1S70,  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  Henry  Goemljel,  of  Annawan 
township,  this  county.  He  then  purchased 
two  hundred  and  five  acres  of  land  in  Alba 
township,  for  which  he  paid  one  thousand 
dollars,  having  brought  with  him  t(j  this 
country  twelve  hundred  dollars  in  gold  that 
he  had  received  from  his  father's  estate. 
The  timber  had  been  cut  from  the  land,  but 
it  was  a  great  task  to  remove  the  stumps 
and  place  the  land  under  cultivation.  He 
met  with  many  other  hardships  and  difficul- 
ties in  those  early  days.  His  land  was  near 
what  is  now  known  as  the  swamp,  fifteen 
liundred  acres  of  which  are  still  uncultivated. 
At  that  time  it  was  suposed  to  have  no  bot- 
tom and  no  teams  ever  crossed  it.  It  was 
inhabited  by  millions  of  black  birds,  wild 
ducks,  geese,  etc.,  which  would  flock  to  Air. 
Salzmann's  fields  and  destroy  his  corn,  so 
tliat  he  lost  from  three  to  four  hundred 
bushels  each  yeiir.  This  was  very  discour- 
aging but  he  determined  to  remain.  Grad- 
ually a  part  of  the  swamp  was  tiled  and  the 
birds  became  scarce.  To  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  his  land  Mr.  Salzmann 
has  devoted  his  energies  until  he  now  has 
one  uf  the  best  farms  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  In  his  labors  he  was  ably  assisted  by 
his  estimable  wife,  who  in  their  early  strug- 
gles often  helped  him  in  the  fields,  and  was 
t(j  him  a  true  helpmeet.  In  connection  with 
general  farming  he  raises  cattle  for  market. 
On  the  1st  of  January,  1870,  Mr.  Salz- 
mann was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Martha  Lickhart,  of  Ottawa,  Illinois,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  place  as  her  husband, 
September  15,  1845,  and  in  1869  came  to 
America  with  her  parents,  John  and  Annie 
(Sandrock)   Lickhart,  also  natives  of  Ger- 


many. The  mother  died  in  Bureau  county, 
Illinois,  in  t88o,  and  the  father,  who  was  a 
mason  by  trade,  passed  away  the  following 
year.  They  had  four  children,  three  sons 
and  one  daughter,  namely :  George,  Casper, 
Conrad  and  Martha.  j\lr.  and  Mrs.  Salz- 
mann are  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Sa-- 
bana,  born  Alay  11,  1871,  died  April  18, 
1881 ;  Christian,  born  April  5,  1874,  died 
August  20,  1874;  George,  born  Xovember  4, 
1876,  died  August  22,  1878;  Mollie,  born 
June  18,  1878,  died  October  24,  1878; 
Henry,  born  October  15,  1879;  Lizzie,  born 
April  II,  1882,  Theodore,  born  September 
18,  1883,  and  Amil,  born  February  18,  1887, 
are  all  at  home. 

,Mr.  Salzmann  is  insured  in  the  Aetna  and 
Xorthwestern  Insurance  Companies.  He 
has  filled  the  office  of  road  commissioner, 
and  also  served  as  school  director  for  two 
years,  proving  a  most  efficient  officer.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  Hooppole,  and  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  representative  citizens  of  his  com- 
n.unity  he  is  certainly  deserving  of  promi- 
lient  mention  in  the  history  of  his  adopted 
countv. 


HL'GH  ARMSTRONG. 

Xumbered  among  the  prominent  citizens 
and  successful  agriculturists  of  Corn\Aall 
township  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  review,  his  home  being  on  sec- 
tion 27,  where  he  owns  and  operates  a  val- 
uable farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
He  was  born  in  Cornwall  township,  April 
5,  1859.  His  father,  Hugh  Armstrong,  Sr., 
was  a  nati\-e  of  Ireland,  born  in  1816.  In 
1853  he  came  to  America,  sailing  from  Liv- 
erpool  to   Xew   York,   and  first  located   in 
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I'hiladelphia.  Pennsylvania,  where  for  some 
time  he  was  employed  in  a  rolling  mill.  There 
he  married  Miss  ^Mariette  Livingston,  a  na- 
tive of  that  city,  and  in  1855  they  came 
l;j  Henry  county,  Illinois,  locating  in  Corn- 
\\all  township,  one-half  mile  west  of  the  pres- 
ent home  of  our  subject.  The  father  first 
purchased  forty  acres  of  unimproved  land,  on 
which  he  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  at  once 
commenced  to  impro\e  his  property,  doing 
his  plowing  with  an  ox  team.  Later  he  sold 
that  place  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  wild 
land,  which  after  placing  under  cultivation  he 
sold.  His  next  place  was  an  improved  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres,  and  on  disposing  of 
that  he  bought  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  which  he  retained  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  adding  to  it  from  time 
to  time  until  he  had  five  hundred  acres  of 
well  improved  and  valuable  land  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  Liberty  cemetery. 
His  wife  died  in  1879  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  same 
place.  He  was  engaged  in  stock-raising  as 
well  as  farming  and  found  that  branch  of 
liis  business  quite  profitable.  By  his  ballot 
he  supi)orted  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  ])arty,  and  always  took  a  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  aft'airs.  as  every 
true  American  citizen  should. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  seciuul 
in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  four  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows :  George,  born 
in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  in  1854,  mar- 
ried ]klatilda  Fronk,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and 
died  August  19,  1900,  leaving  eleven  chil- 
dren. Martha,  born  in  t86i,  died  in  1890, 
and  was  buried  near  her  parents  in  Liberty 
cemeter}'.  William,  born  in  1862.  married 
Ada  Dynes  and  died  in  1897,  leaving  a  wid- 
ow and  one  child  living  in  .\tkinson. 


Hugh  .\rmstrong,  whose  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm  and  earl}-  acquired  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist,  while  his  literary 
education  was  obtained  in  the  local  schools. 
His  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
is  improved  with  good  and  substantial  build- 
ings, in  fact  everything  about  the  place  tes- 
tifies to  the  industry  and  progressive  spirit 
of  the  owner,  who  is  accounted  one  of  the 
most  thorough  and  skillful  agriculturists  of 
the  community.  Since  attaining  his  major- 
ity he  has  always  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  most  creditably 
filled  the  office  of  school  director.  On  the 
1 2th  of  October.  1881,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]\Iiss  .Vnna  Dynes,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Crosby)  Dynes,  of 
Atkinson.  By  this  union  there  is  one  child, 
Alartha,  born  in  June,  1893. 


HEXRYJ.  RIXGEL. 

Plenry  J.  Ringel,  a  successful  farmer 
residing  on  section  35,  Yorktown  township, 
was  born  in  Xew  York  on  the  29th  of  ]\Iarch. 
iS^2.  and  is  a  son  of  John  Ringel,  a  na- 
tive of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  who 
came  t(i  .Vmerica  in  1848  and  settled  in  Xew 
York.  In  1851  he  married  Miss  Georgiana 
\'oigt,  a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  and  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  \"oigt,  who  became  a 
resident  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  where  he  li\-ed 
retired  until  called  from  this  life  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety  years.  John  Ringel 
also  removed  to  Peoria  county,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  of  broom  making  and 
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also  engaged  in  farming  until  1865,  when 
he  came  to  Henry  county  and  hought  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  36,  Yorktown  town- 
ship. He  kept  adding  to  his  property  until 
he  had  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres, 
arid  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  its  operation.  He  died 
in  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years, 
and  was  buried  in  Hooppole  cemetery.  His 
wife  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject. 

Tlie  nine  children  born  to  this  worthy 
couple  were  as  follows  :  I  lenry  J.,  our  sub- 
ject:  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Brown,  of 
Yorktown  townshii) ;  a  daughter  who  died  in 
infancy;  Augusta,  wife  of  Martin  Luther, 
county  superintendent  of  schools  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Geneseo;  Minnie,  wife  of  Reuben 
Ott,  of  Oklahoma ;  John,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years;  William,  a  manufacturer 
of  hardware  no\elties  at  I'eoria:  Rebecca, 
wife  of  George  Urban,  of  \'orktown  town- 
sliip;  and  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years. 

Henry  J.  Ringel  was  only  six  months  old 
-when  brought  from  the  state  oi  Xew  York 
tc  Illinois  by  his  parents,  and  was  thirteen 
years  of  age  when  the  family  took  up  tlieir 
residence  in  this  county.  He  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Peoria  county ; 
later  attended  the  public  schools  of  Henry 
county;  and  subsequently  became  a  student 
at  Xaperville  College.  After  completing  his 
education  he  worked  with  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  until  he  attained  his  majority. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1887,  Mr.  Rin- 
gel was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Katie 
E.  \'etter,  a  native  of  Henry  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Haeffer) 
\'etter,  who  were  married  in  this  county. 
The  father  was  born  in  Germany  and  was 
si.xteen  rears  of  age  when  he  crossed  the  At- 


lantic and  took  up  his  residence  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, coming  to  Henry  county.  Illinois, 
tweh-e  years  later.  The  mother  is  a  native 
of  the  Keystone  state.  They  are  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Kate  E.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject: John,  a  farmer  of  Alba  township;  ]\Iin- 
nie.  a  school  teacher  residing  with  her  par- 
ents: Anna  and  Alfred,  both  at  home.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ringel  were  born  five  children, 
namel}- :  John,  now  attending  school;  Clay- 
ton, wild  died  at  the  age  of  two  weeks:  \'era 
Standly  and  (iertrude. 

.\t  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Ringel 
was  working  for  his  father  and  he  and  his 
wife  began  their  domestic  life  on  the  old 
homestead.  He  has  since  purchased  the  in- 
terests of  the  other  heirs  in  this  place,  and  in 
its  operation  has  met  with  excellent  suc- 
cess. He  not  only  .settled  his  father'-s  estate, 
but  was  also  appointed  administrator  of  the 
.Swanson  estate,  being-  noted  for  his  reliabil- 
ity and  sound  judgment  in  the  management 
of  business  afi'airs.  Like  his  father  he  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  been  a  delegate  to  numerous  county 
and  state  conventions.  He  has  served  as 
school  director  nine  years,  and  has  also  filled 
the  office  of  town  clerk,  tax  collector  and 
assessor,  holding  the  last  named  position  at 
the  present  time.  Religiously  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  United  Evangel- 
ical Church,  and  socially  he  belongs  to  Hoop- 
]iole  Camp,  Xo.  126,  ^I.  W.  A.,  of  which  he 
has  been  clerk  ten  years.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  his 
c^imnumitv. 


GEORGE  ARXETT. 

Prominent  among  the  successful  agri- 
culturists of  Henry  county  is  George  Arnett, 
who  for  over  sixty  years  has  bee!n  closely 
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identitied  with  the  hist.iry  of  the  county, 
v.-liile  his  name  is  inscparaljly  connected  with 
its  farmin_^-  interests.  He  is  a  man  of  keen 
discrimination  and  sound  judgment,  and  his 
proonounced  business  ability  and  excellent 
management  have  lirought  to  him  a  high  de- 
gree of  success,  so  that  he  is  now  one  of  the 
wealthiest  citizens  of  Genesee,  where  he  is 
now  living  a  retired  life. 

Air.  Arnett  was  Imrn  in  Warren.  War- 
ren Cdunty,  Pennsyhania.  June  0.  183,5,  and 
is  a  S(in  nf  Pouis  and  Clara  (  Schotte )  Ar- 
nett. natives  of  Prance  and  (iermany,  re- 
spectixel}'.  (  in  fust  Cuming  to  this  state  the 
father  locateil  in  Chicago,  at  which  time  it 
was  a  mere  \'illage.  and  he  was  offered  a 
house  and  lot  near  the  present  post  office  for 
six  months'  wurk.  hut  refused  the  offer.  In 
1837  he  came  to  Henry  county  and  touk  uji 
two  hundred  and  fiirty  acres  of  govermnent 
lantl  in  Pnrain.e  tnwnshij).  P'pon  the  wild 
unbroken,  prairie,  he  built  a  log  house,  an<l 
commenced  the  cultivation  of  his  land.  La- 
ter he  added  more  land  to  this  farm,  but  final- 
ly sold  the  ])lace  and  purchased  a  farm  in 
Whiteside  county.  There  his  wife  died  in 
March,  iSoo.  and  al)out  four  years  afterward 
he  dis|)(ised  id  all  his  farming  interests  and 
went  to  li\e  with  his  son-in-law,  P)avid  Hel- 
ler. Ueing  unable  U>  speak  a  wm-d  of  Eng- 
lish on  coming  tn  .Vmerica.  he  met  with  many 
hindrances  in  business  transactions,  but  he 
finally  ac(|uired  a  knowledge  of  the  language 
through  his  own  luiaided  efforts,  and  could 
converse  very  llucntly,  thus  showing  wdiat 
can  be  accomplished  if  one  has  persever- 
ance and  a  determination  to  succeed.  He 
was  a  niem])er  nf  the  Exangelical  Church, 
and  in  pnlitics  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a 
Republican,  lie  died  in  January,  1868, 
lionored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Gfi.rge     \rnctt,    of    this    review,    is    the 


eleventh  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
Iwehe  children,  eight  of  whom  were  born 
ir_  Germany,  the  others  in  Warren,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  the  parents  located  on  their 
emigration  to  America.  The  children  were 
Louis,  who  died  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania; 
Jacob,  who  died  in  Geneseo,  Illinois,  hi  1899; 
Alary,  \vho  wedded  Samuel  Cogswell,  and 
both  died  m  the  Keystone  state;  .\nthony,  a 
re.-ident  of  Colorado;  Catherine,  who  mar- 
ried David  Heller,  and  lived  for  some  years 
in  Loraine  township,  this  county,  but  was  a 
resident  of  Cieneseo  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1900;  Jo,sei»h,  whose 
home  adjoins  that  of  our  subject  in  (jeneseo; 
John,  who  died  in  this  county  in  1898;  Phil- 
li]),  whci  died  in  California  in  1850;  Susan, 
w  hn  married  Simeon  Heller,  a  bri)ther  of 
David,  and  both  died  in  Henry  county  ;  Will- 
iam, who  died  in  Loraine  township  in 
1898,  while  his  widow  is  now  a  resident  of 
Geneseo;  George,  our  subject;  and  Samuel, 
also  a  resident  of  Geneseo. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  <  ieorge 
Arnett  had  scarcely  any  educational  ad\-an- 
tages,  and  the  knowledge  he  has  acquired 
has  been  obtained  in  the  practical  school  of 
experience.  Pie  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until  he  attained  his  niajorit}',  when  on  the 
28th  of  .March,  1853,  he  started  for  Cali- 
fornia \vill)  fifty  dollars  in  his  pocket,  this 
being  the  capital  with  wdiich  he  began  life 
for  himself.  He  crossed  the  plains  and  over 
the  mountains  in  a  large  covered  wagon, 
known  as  a  prairie  schooner,  drawn  by  se\- 
eral  teams  of  horses.  As  there  were  no 
bridges  the  ri\-ers  had  to  be  forded,  and  to 
keep  the  wagons  from  running  o\er 
the  burses  in  going  down  the  moun- 
tains, trees  bad  to  be  chained  to  iheni. 
and  trailed  behind  tops  foremost.  The 
ci'Uiiianv     with     which     Mr.     Arnett    tra\- 
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e'ed  had  several  figlils  with  tlie  In(Hans, 
and  their  horses  were  stolen  by  the  red 
men  a  number  of  times,  but  were  afterward 
recaptured.  In  1854  during  his  residence  in 
California,  he  participated  in  one  of  the 
Indian  wars.  On  his  way  to  that  state  he 
stopped  in  Oregon  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  farm  laborer  a  short  time.  Here  he 
Contracted  fever  and  ague,  from  which  he 
suffered  for  two  weeks.  He  bought  an  In- 
dian pony  on  which  he  traveled  over  fivo 
hundred  miles  through  a  trackless  wilder- 
ness, carrying  his  provisions  with  him.  He 
had  nails  dri\en  into  the  heels  of  his  boots 
for  spurs.  On  his  arrival  at  the  Ciolden  (iate 
Mr.  .\rnett  found  employment  with  his 
brother  at  seventy-five  dollars  per  month, 
liaving  charge  of  his  pack  train  up  in  the 
mountains  for  six  months.  He  then  pur- 
chased the  train  and  outfit  from  his  brother, 
and  engaged  in  the  same  business  on  his  own 
account  with  good  success.  He  can  relate 
many  thrilling  and  interesting  experiences 
of  his  life  in  the  far  west. 

After  about  four  years  spent  in  Califor- 
nia. Mr.  .\rnett  returned  to  Henry  county. 
Illinois,  arriving  home  just  before  Christmas 
of  1856,  and  took  charge  of  the  farm.  His 
first  purchase  of  land  consisted  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  Loraine  township, 
which  he  bought  of  his  father.  During  the 
war  he  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  house 
destroyed  by  fire.  In  the  summer  of  1864  it 
was  im]iossible  to  find  men  willing  to  work 
upon  the  farm,  and  his  wife  drove  the  horses 
to  the  reaper,  while  he  and  his  hired  man 
bound  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of 
grain.  As  wheat  advanced  in  price  to  three 
dollars  per  bushel,  he  was  enabled  to  get  a 
good  start  in  life.  From  time  to  time  he 
added  to  his  landed  possessions  until  he  now 
owns  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  good  land  in 


Henry  county,  and  also  has  twenty- four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  of  land  under  cultiva- 
tion in  Minnesota.  In  connection  with  farm- 
ing he  has  engaged  in  stock-raising,  his 
specialty  being  fine  Durham  cattle,  and  he 
has  been  most  successful  in  this  as  well  as 
other  business  transactions. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1857,  ]\Ir.  Ar- 
nett  married  Miss  Margaret  Sieben,  who 
was  born  November  2.  1841,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  .\pollonia  ((iabel)  Sieben.  of 
whom  extended  mention  is  made  in  the 
sketch  of  Leonard  Sieben,  on  another  page 
of  this  volume.  Six  children  bless  this  union, 
namely:  (i)  Harriet  M.,  born  September 
12,  1858,  in  Loraine  town.ship,  is  now  the 
wife  of  ^\'illiam  Hudnell.  a  druggist  of 
Helena,  Montana,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Inez.  (2)  Julia,  born  January  8,  1862, 
is  the  wife  of  Almont  .\.  Row,  of  Washing- 
ten,  Iowa,  and  they  have  four  children,  Will- 
ma,  Arnett,  Marguerite  and  Catherine.  (3) 
Frank,  born  August  8,  1865,  was  married 
June  6.  1900.  to  Dr.  Elma  Brockman,  who  is 
a  graduate  of  the  \\'estern  Dental  College 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  He  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  cattle  business  in  Culbertson, 
Montana.  (4)  Alberta,  born  February  2, 
1870,  is  the  wife  of  P.  W.  Kempster,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  hardware  and  implement 
business  in  Prophetstown,  Illinois,  and  they 
have  three  children  :  C.  C.  Arnett  and  Oliver. 
(5  )  Perry  E.,  born  February  2.  1874.  is  now 
a  successful  farmer  of  Rock  county,  ^linne- 
sota.  His  father  gave  him  a  farm  (if  three 
huntlred  and  twenty  acres,  and  to  tliis  he  has 
since  added  a  tract  of  similiar  size.  (6) 
Floyd  H.,  born  March  31,  1881.  makes  his 
home  w  ith  his  parents,  and  is  now  studying 
pharmacy  at  the  Northwestern  L'niversit\  of 
Chicago. 

By  his  ballot  ^Mr.   Arnett  supports  the 
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men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  taken  quite  an  active  interest  in 
local  politics.  He  served  as  school  director 
in  Phenix  township  for  twentv  years,  where 
he  also  ser\ed  as  supervisor  eight  }'ears. 
Commencing-  life  in  limited  circumstances, 
he  has  made  his  own  way  to  the  front  rank 
ii'  business  affairs,  having  the  ability  to  plan 
wisely  and  execute  with  energy,  which  char- 
acteristics never  fail  to  bring  success.  .Vfter 
a  useful  and  honorable  career  he  can  now 
well  afford  to  lay  aside  business  cares  and 
enjoys  the  fruits  of  former  toil.  ]\Irs.  Arnett 
is  a  member  of  the  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


JOHX  J.  \\'EA\'ER. 

Prominent  among  the  business  men  of 
Cieneseo  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  review.  As  a  dealer  in  poultry 
and  fine  horses  he  is  now  doing  a  success- 
ful and  profitable  business.  He  is  a  man  of 
superior  executi\-e  ability  and  sound  judg- 
ment, and  occupies  an  en\-iable  position  in  the 
business  world. 

ilr.  Weaver  was  born  at  Hampton,  Rock 
Island  county,  Illinois,  on  the  26th  of  July. 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Marj^  (\\'ei- 
gand)  Weaver,  both  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father  was  born  Septeml)er  22.  1829, 
and  was  only  fi\-e  years  (jkl  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  the  new  world,  the  voyage 
lasting  nine  weeks.  In  1838  the  family  lo- 
cated in  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois,  taking 
up  their  residence  in  Aloline  when  it  con- 
tained only  four  or  five  houses,  while  most  of 
the  country  rounrl  a1)out  was  still  in  its  prim- 
itive conditi(.)n.  There  the  grandfather  of 
OUT  subject.  John  Weaver,  died  in  1840.  His 
widow  subse(|ueiUly  married  a  ]\Ir.  Yost. 
Avho    purchased    land    on    Hampton    Bluffs 


and  in  the  midst  of  the  heavy  timber  de- 
\-eIoped  a  farm.  John  Weaver  lived  with  his 
mother  and  step-father  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  then  entered  the  employ 
of  AI.  W.  ^^'right,  who  conducted  a  store  and 
packing  house  in  Hapton.  Mr.  Weaver  was 
subsec|uently  engaged  in  the  pork  packing- 
business  for  many  years,  and  in  1869  he  came 
to  Henry  county,  becoming  one  of  the  exten- 
si\-e  and  successful  farmers  here.  In  1891 
he  retired  from  active  labor,  and  has  since 
made  his  home  with  our  subject  in  Geneseo, 
where  he  is  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest.  In 
two  dift'erent  townships  he  served  as  road 
con-imissioner  for  many  years.  He  was  reared 
ir  the  Catholic  Church  and  still  adheres  t.i 
that  faith.  His  estin-iable  wife  held  mem- 
bershii)  in  the  Lutheran  Church.  She  was 
born  January  31.  1830,  in  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1847. 
Her  death  occurretl  on  the  20th  of  February, 
1896.  She  was  a  devoted  wife,  an  excellent 
mother,  and  oliliging  neighbor,  who  was 
Iiighlv  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  her.  In  the  faniily  were  only  two  chil- 
ilren,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  younger. 
His  sister  Maggie  C.  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Grossenburg,  who  holds  an  excellent  position 
in  the  cutlery  works  at  Fremont.  Ohio, 
ami  tliev  have  two  childre.i,  Elmer  J.  and 
Delia  -M. 

From  the  age  of  eleven  years  John  J. 
\\'ea\-er  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of 
Hampton  and  Geneseo.  When  his  school 
days  were  over,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  successfully 
carried  on  until  1894.  when  he  sold  his  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  and  invested  his  cap- 
ital in  his  ])resent  business,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Farber  &  Weaver,  of  Geneseo.  Later 
he  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner,  and  has 
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since  carried  on  operations  in  c  )nn€ction 
with  L.  F.  Glawe.  Tliey  deal  in  poultry  and 
eggs  and  also  handle  track  horses.  Although 
they  have  met  with  much  opposition  from 
similar  firms  in  the  county,  they  have  al- 
ready Ijuilt  up  an  excellent  trade,  and  their 
business  proves  cjuite  profitable. 

In  1891  Mr.  Weaver  married  Miss  Laura 
A.  Way,  a  native  of  Geneseo  and  a  clatighter 
of  E.  M.  and  M.  E.  Way,  of  this  city.  By 
tins  union  were  born  twin  daughters,  Mary 
L.  and  Minerva  C.  The  wife  and  mother 
dietl  June  ly,  1894,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two 
years.  She  was  a  very  de\i>ut  memlier  of  the 
r^Iethodist  Ejjiscopal  Church,  sang  in  the 
choir  and  took  an  active  part  in  all  church 
work.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  for  several  years, 
two  years  of  this  time  being  a  teacher  in  the 
city  schools  of  Geneseo.  She  was  an  excel- 
lent woman,  and  was  beloved  l)y  all  who 
knew  her.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1896,  Mr. 
Wea\'er  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
lieing  with  Miss  Addie  -M.  Cooper,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Geneseo  and  a  daughter  of  the  late 
J.  H.  Cooper,  of  this  county.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  also  con- 
nected with  Stewart  Lodge,  No.  92,  F.  &  A. 
M.  He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  po- 
litical affairs,  and  has  always  cast  his  ballot 
with  the  Republican  party.  Pie  is  a  man 
whose  genial  temperament,  sound  judgment 
and  well-proved  integrity  have  brought  him 
the  esteem  and  friendship  of  a  host  of 
friends  far  and  near. 


\\-ILLIA-M  J.  LEWIS. 

William  J.  Lewis,  deceased,  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  most  ^ibstantial  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Cornwall  town- 


ship, as  well  as  one  of  its  most  highly  es- 
teemed citizens.  He  was  born  in  Ohio, 
on  the  1 8th  of  June,  1849,  ^  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  (Cozad)  Lewis.  In  1852 
he  came  to  this  state  with  his  father  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Cornwall  township,  Hen- 
ry county,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  September 
6,  1896. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home,  and  upon 
his  father's  farm  early  acquired  an  excel- 
lent knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits. 
Throughout  his  Inisiness  career  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  met  with 
marked  success  in  his  labors,  having  accinn- 
ulated  at  the  time  of  his  death  four  hundred 
and  ten  acres  of  land,  all  under  excellent  cul- 
ti\'ation  and  well  im])ro\e(l.  and  S(.ime  real 
estate  in  Geneseo. 

On  the  6th  of  March.  1869,  Mr.  Lewis 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Claypool,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  four  children,  namely: 
Edward  W.,  born  February  7,  1870,  is  the 
executor  of  his  father's  estate,  and  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing in  section  6,  Cornwall  township.  He 
has  filled  the  offices  of  tax  collector  and  road 
commissioner  and  is  one  of  tlie  leading 
young  farmers  of  his  community.  On  the 
6th  of  March,  1895.  he  married  INIary  E. 
Wood,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza])eth 
TBowlman)  Wood  of  Rock  Island.  James 
Frederick,  born  September  4,  1871,  married 
Fanny  C.  Wonderly.  a  native  of  this  county, 
and  is  now  li\-ing-  in  Geneseo  township, 
w  here  he  has  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  besides  eighty  acres  of  well  cul- 
tivated land  in  Cornwall  township.  Perry 
Theodore,  liorn  June  16,  1874,  married  Hil- 
da BorkQ-ren,  a  native  of  this  state,  and  they 
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live  in  Cornwall  township.  David  Harry, 
liorn  October  i6,  1877,  married  \"irginia  C. 
\^'o'Hl.  a  .sister  of  his  brother's  wife.  For 
liis  second  wife  "Sir.  Lewis  married  ]\Iiss 
Eveline  Doyle,  a  native  of  Peniisylvania, 
wlio  still  snrvi\es  him  and  makes  her  home 
in  Geneseo. 

^Ir.  Lewis  i^'ave  his  pnlitical  snpport  to 
tlie  men  and  measm-es  of  Democracy',  and 
took  (piite  an  active  interest  in  iocrd  pulitics. 
He  capably  and  satisfactorily  filled  a  nmiiber 
of  township  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and 
was  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  represen- 
tatix'e  citizens  of  his  communitv. 


JACOB  JACOBSOX. 

Among-  Weller  township's  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  none  stand  higher  in  pub- 
lic esteem  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch.  He  was  born  on  the 
J4tli  nf  May.  1  S39,  in  the  Bishop  Hill  colony, 
of  which  his  father.  Jacoli  Jacobson.  Sr.,  was 
one  nf  the  fnunders.  having  located  here  in 
1847.  The  birth  of  the  father  occurred  in 
Sweden.  March  18,  1817,  and  in  the  fall 
of  T846  he  came  with  the  colony  to  America. 
He  left  Sweden  in  charge  of  a  company  of 
the  colonists  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer 
of  T846.  sailing  from  Stockholm  on  a  small 
sailing  vessel.  When  within  a  day's  voyage 
ol  Land  they  were  caught  in  a  terrific  storm 
which  completely  disabled  the  vessel  and  car- 
ried away  the  rudder,  rendering  them  entire- 
ly helpless.  The  captain  and  crew  gave  the 
shi])  up  a>  lust,  but  hve  of  the  company,  in- 
cluding Mr.  J.-icobson.  went  down  in  the  hold 
and  hiuited  up  iron  .and  material  with  which 
they  set  to  work  and  repaired  the  rudder. 
The  vessel  arrived  in  Xew  York  shortly  be- 
fore Christmas,   four  weeks  after  the  break- 


ing of  the  rudder,  and  after  ha\-ing  been  on 
the  ocean  over  thirteen  weeks.  The  major 
portion  of  the  company  was  left  in  Brooklyn 
until  spring,  while  Mr.  Jacobson,  with  a 
party  of  thirty  of  the  strongest  and  most 
robust  of  the  men  left  New  York  shortly 
after  New  Years,  and  set  out  for  their  des- 
tination. Bishop  Hill.  From  New  York  to 
All)any  they  tra\-eled  by  boat,  after  which 
they  traxeled  mostly  by  rail  and  stage  until 
they  reached  Toledo,  Ohio,  the  remainder 
of  the  journey  being  made  on  foot,  reach- 
ing Bisho]3  Hill  in  the  middle  of  February, 
1847.  The}'  were  accompanied  lay  one 
woman.  Sohia  Shon,  who  did  the  cooking 
for  them. 

Mr.  Jacobson  was  one  of  the  seven  trus- 
tees of  the  colony  and  had  charge  of  their 
horses  and  oxen,  each  of  the  company  be- 
ing assigned  .some  special  work  as  best  suited 
their  abilities.  After  the  breaking  up  of  the 
colony  in  i860,  he  embarked  in  general  mer- 
chandising, in  partnership  with  Swan  Swan- 
son,  who  still  survives,  and  carried  on  the 
business  until  1872,  when  owing  to  the  ill 
health  of  ]\Ir.  Jacobson  the  partnership  was 
dissolved.  At  the  time  the  colony  broke  up 
he  came  into  possession  of  considerable  land 
in  Weller  township,  which  he  later  added  to 
by  purchase,  and  which  was  successfully  op- 
erated under  his  personal  supervision.,  and 
was  converted  into  one  of  the  most  highly 
cultivated  tracts  in  the  locality.  He  made  a 
specialtv  of  raising  stock  and  broom  corn, 
and  met  with  marked  success  in  the  latter 
\enture.  Having  had  to  work  hard  from 
early  boyhood  he  was  self-educated,  but  was 
well  informed  on  the  leading  ciuestions  and 
issues  of  the  day.  He  was  public-spirited 
and  progressive,  and  took  quite  an  active  and 
])rominent  part  in  public  affairs.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  trustees  of  the  Bishop 
Hill  ccMony.  and  after  the  breaking  up  of  the 


JACOB  JACOBSON. 
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■colony  was  supervisor  of  W'eller  township 
two  terms  and  constable  of  the  township. 
He  was  one  of  the  directors  who  superin- 
tended the  erection  of  the  school  building  at 
that  i)lace,  and  was  prominently  identified 
with  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. In  1873  I'e  united  with  the  Meth- 
odist Ejjiscopal  Church  and  was  an  active 
worker  and  supporter  of  the  same  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  December  15,  1883. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Helena  Peterson,  was  born  January  25, 
i8_'i.  and  died  September  8.  1888.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  but  our 
subject  is  now  the  only  survivor,  the  three 
daughters  having  died  in  infancy.  Two  of 
the  father's  brothers  also  came  to  Ameri(*i 
with  the  Bishop  Hill  colony,  these  being 
Olof,  who  died  of  cholera  in  1852 ;  and  Swan 
Bjorklund,  who  died  in  this  county  in  1880. 
During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr. 
Jacobson,  of  this  review,  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  public  schools  of  Bishop  Hill.  As 
soon  as  large  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance 
he  commenced  to  aid  in  the  farm  work,  and 
for  four  years  he  engaged  in  clerking,  first 
in  the  stores  of  Bishop  Hill  and  later  in 
Gaha,  though  always  making  his  home  in 
the  former  place.  After  the  death  of  his 
father  he  operated  the  farm  for  two  }-ears. 
and  then  rented  it  anfl  embarked  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  which  he  carried  on  for  three 
years.  Since  then  he  has  practically  lived 
retired  though  he  continues  to  personallv 
manage  his  business  affairs.  He  has  made 
a  number  of  valuable  and  useful  improve- 
ments upon  the  old  homestead  and  has  a 
very  comfortable  home.  He  is  one  of  the 
stockholders  and  directors  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Galva.  and  has  been  called 
upon  to  administer  several  estates,  his  fel- 
low citizens  having  the  utmost  confidence  in 


On  the  2nd  of  September.  1886.  Mr. 
Jacobson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hannah  V.  Wigren,  who  was  born  near  At- 
tica. Indiana.  March  11.  1859.  Her  father. 
Rev.  John  Wigren,  was  a  prominent  minister 
of  the  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  one  <if  the  pioneers  of  Fountain  county. 
Indiana,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Chica- 
go with  his  wife  and  one  sou.  He  reared 
a  large  family,  of  whom  three  sons  were 
Methodist  Episco]xd  ministers,  while  an- 
other is  connected  with  the  bank  at  Galva. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  have  three  children : 
Helena  C.  Margaret  E.  and  Robert  E.,  wdio 
are  being  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Bishop  Hill. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Air.  Jacob- 
son  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  several  times  been  a  delegate  to 
county  and  congressional  conventions,  while 
in  1900  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  state  con- 
x'ention  at  Peoria.  His  father  also  served 
as  a  delegate  to  the  conventions  of  his  party. 
Our  subject  has  been  honored  with  a  number 
of  local  offices,  which  he  has  mo.-t  capabl_\" 
and  satisfactorily  filled.  In  ]^Iarch,  1889. 
he  was  appointed  school  treasurer,  and  has 
been  re-appointed  to  that  position  every  two 
years  since.  He  was  census  enumerator  of 
\\'eller  township  in  1900,  and  was  for  nine 
A'ears  commissioner  of  highways  and  treas- 
urer of  the  same.  Mr.  Jacolison  is  now  an 
active  and  influential  member  of  the  village 
board  of  Bishop  Hill,  and  at  various  times 
has  served  as  trustee  and  clerk,  having  al- 
ways been  prominently  identified  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  community.  He  is  president 
of  the  Swedish-American  RepubUcan 
League  of  Henry  county :  and  is  recorder  of 
Seva  Legion  No.  6.  Select  Knights  of 
America,  of  Bishop  Hill.  He  is  also  a 
blaster  Mason,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at 
Galva.     His  wife  holds  memljership  in  the 
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JVIetliodist  Episcopal  Cluircli.  of  which  he  is 
a  Hberal  supporter,  and  wliile  the  churcii  was 
being  relniilt  in  1900  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  buildino'  committee  and  treasiu'er.  He 
is  of  a  very  genial  and  social  nature,  and  is 
held  in  high  regard  bv  all  who  know  him. 


WILLI. \M  L.VAIB. 

Many  years  ago  there  came  to  Henry 
county  William  Lamb  and  family  whose 
early  home  was  iin  the  other  side  of  the  .\t- 
lantic.  Lie  was  born  in  Selkirk,  Scotland, 
c/n  the  ^^f\  of  Xovember.  1810,  and  there  he 
grew  to  manlioiKl.  At  Edinburg,  he  was 
married  Jnl_\'  1.  iS_^4,  his  wife,  Mrs.  [Mar- 
garet ]\L  Lamb,  being  a  native  of  that  city, 
born  January  26,  18 16.  In  1849  '^li^y 
crossed  the  ocean  to  Boston,  [Massachusetts, 
and  six  years  later  came  to  Henry  county. 
Illinois,  locating  at  Annawan,  where  'Sir. 
Lamb  was  ser\-ing  as  agent  for  the  Rock 
Island  Railroad  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  November  22,  1856.  In 
1866  his  wife  was  appointed  postmistress  of 
that  i:)Iace.  and  continued  to  fill  the  office  un- 
til she  was  called  to  her  final  resting  ])lace 
July  18,  1900,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  liorn  nine 
children,  namely:  Catherine,  born  in  Sel- 
kirk, Scotland,  [May  21,  1835,  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Stevens.  n(  .\nnawan;  William,  born 
in  Selkirk,  June  14,  1837,  died  in  .\nnawau, 
October  9.  1854;  [Mary  R.,  bom  in  Selkirk, 
[March  29,  1S39,  w-as  married,  January  2(), 
1863,  to  Theron  Smith,  and  died  July  18. 
1876;  [Margaret  IL,  born  in  Cal.ashiels,  Scot- 
land, July  13.  1841,  was  married  October  4, 
1862,  to   Tohn  L.  Dow,  a  iiromineut  hard- 


v,are  merchant  1  if  Annawan ;  Isabella,  born 
in  Galashiels,  August  i,  1843,  '^^''^-'^  niarried 
January  12,  1873.  to  Caleb  Swayze  of  Anna- 
wan ;  Johanna,  born  in  Edinburg,  Scotland, 
[May  1 8,  1847.  succeeded  her  mother  as  post- 
mistress of  Annawan  in  1900,  and  is  now 
tilling  that  position:  Robert  H.,  born  in  Bos- 
t(m,  November  14,  1849.  married  May 
Cronan,  October  29,  1889,  and  resides  in 
Kewanee,  Illinois:  Jesse,  born  in  Belle  Isle, 
[Massachusetts,  November  3,  1851,  died 
November  15.  1851;  and  Ellei 
[\Iorris,  Illinoi-;,  No\-ember  20, 
married.  August  30,  1881,  to  D.  A.  Jones 
and  resides  in  [Moline.  Illinois.  The  fam- 
ily is  one  of  the  highest  respectability,  and 
its  members  are  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
wherever  known. 


)orn  m 
,4,  was 


JAAIES  ^IcRELL. 

Burns  township  has  no  more  popular  or 
influential  citizen  than  James  [McRell,  who 
has  been  honored  with  a  number  of  local  offi- 
ces, and  has  always  been  found  true  to  every 
trust  reposed  in  him.  Lie  was  born  in  Ire- 
land in  1838,  and  was  a  son  of  Robert  [Mc- 
Rell. When  (|nite  young  he  emigrated  with 
the  family  to  .\merica  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Philadelphia.  On  leaving  that  city 
he  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  in  1856  came 
to  Henry  county,  Illinois.  Subsequenth  hi^ 
])arents  also  came  to  this  county,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  death 
of  both  occurring  here. 

On  coming  to  Henry  countv  James  Mc- 
Rell located  upon  his  i)resent  f.arm  in  Burns 
township,  where  he  owns  two  hundred  and 
eighty-two  acres  of  \-alual)le  land,  which  he 
has  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
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and  im])ro\-ed  witli  i^^KM\  Jiuildings.  In  liis 
political  affiliations  he  is  a  stalwart  Demo- 
crat, and  on  his  party  ticket  was  elected  sup- 
ervisor of  his  township,  which  office  he  cred- 
itably and  satisfactorily  filled  for  six  years. 
He  has  also  served  as  commissioner  of  high- 
ways and  school  director  for  several  years, 
and  his  official  duties  have  always  been  most 
conscientiously  and  faithfully  performed. 


WILBUR  F.  STOWELL. 

Wilbur  F.  Stowell,  one  of  the  leading 
and  representative  citizens  of  Yorktown 
township,  was  born  there  on  the  i6th  of  Au- 
gust. 1853,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  hon- 
ored ])inneer  families  of  Henry  county.  His 
father,  Lyman  Stowell,  was  bom  in  Coles- 
^ille,  Broome  county.  New  York,  February 
19.  1 8 10,  and  was  the  oldest  son  of  Aaron 
and  Elizabeth  (Pratt)  Stowell,  the  former 
a  native  of  Vermont,  the  latter  of  Broome 
county.  New  York.  When  twelve  years  of 
age  Lyman  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Chenango  county.  New 
^'ork.  where  he  grew'  to  manhood  upon  a 
farm,  his  education  being  acquired  in  the 
subscription  schools  then  in  vogue  in  that 
section.  \Vhen  twenty-two  years  of  age  he 
went  to  Steulien  county,  the  same  state,  for 
the  purpose  of  learning  the  millwright's 
trade,  ha\'ing  a  natural  aotitude  for  the  use 
(if  tonls.  His  brother  Allanson  was  a  crafts- 
man of  the  same  kind.  In  1836  they  came 
to  Illinois,  floating  down  the  Ohio  river  on 
a  raft  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  whence  they 
proceeded  on  horseback  to  Ouincy,  this 
state,  a  distance  of  four  hundred  miles.. 
There  they  spent  two  months  in  building  a 
mill,  but  on  acciamt  of  malaria  left  that 
place  and   went  to   Peasant   \'all2y.   Iowa, 


that  state  being  then  a  territory.  There  sev- 
eral months  were  passed  n\  the  con&iructi-ji> 
of  mills,  but  they  returned  to  Quincy  in  the 
fall  of  1836.  The  following  spring  they 
again  went  to  Pleasant  \'alley  and  resumed 
work  at  their  trade,  in  the  fall  of  1837 
they  went  to  Prophetstown,  Whiteside  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  and  erected  a  sawmill  on  Coon 
creek,  and  also  built  the  first  frame  house  in 
that  town.  In  1838  they  came  t'l  Henry 
county  for  the  first  time  and  built  a  mill  on 
Sjiring  creek  in   Atkinson   township. 

Lyman  Stowell  then  discontinued  wurk 
at  his  trade  and  turned  his  attention  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  In  1844  he  rented  a 
farm  at  \\'o;;dwards  Blufif,  six  miles  from 
I'ro])hetstown.  and  was  its  occupant  and 
manager  until  1848,  when  he  removed  to 
Henrv  count}-,  becoming  the  first  settler  of 
^'orktown  township,  wdiich  was  then  known 
as  township  18.  range  5.  Ide  made  a  claim 
on  sectiiin  <).  and  Iniilt  thereon  a  log  house, 
which  he  co\'ered  with  shingles,  which  he 
manufactured  out  of  Ijurr  oak  from  his  own 
timber.  Six  years  later  he  entered  the  land 
and  secured  the  title  to  the  same.  He  placed 
it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  ami  later 
Iiought  additional  tracts,  having  at  the  time 
of  his  death  one  hundred  and  seventy-se\en 
acres,  \\-hich  is  now  the  property  of  our  sub- 
ject. It  is  one  <if  the  liest  improved  places 
of  the  locality,  being  supplied  with  every- 
thing found  upon  a  model  farm  of  the  pres- 
ent (lay.  including  an  elegant  home.  The 
log  h.ouse  which  he  first  erected  was  locat- 
ed sixty  reds  west  of  our  subject's  present 
residence.  The  Stowell  school,  located  upon 
this  farm,  was  the  first  in  the  townsh'p.  and 
was  built  a  short  time  after  Lyman  Stowell's 
arrival  here  and  mainly  through  his  indi- 
vidual efforts.  There  his  children  all  re- 
cei\-etl  good  common-school  educations.  He 
also  assisted  in  lavin"  out  the  first  road  be- 
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tween  -\nna\\an  and  Ynrktown.  Among  the 
most  important  mills,  constructed  by  Mr. 
Stciwell  was  the  Camden  mill  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river  south  of  Rock  Island  and  op- 
])nsite  where  ]\Ii]an  now  stands.  At  that 
time  it  was  the  leading  mill  in  this  part  of 
tliQ  country.  During  the  early  years  of  his 
residence  in  this  state  he  formed  the  ac- 
c|uaintance  of  many  celebrated  Indians,  in- 
cluding Wa-bo-kie.  chief  of  the  Winneba- 
goes  and  commonly  known  as  the  Prophet, 
after  whom  Pro])lietstown  was  named;  and 
he  alsi)  knew  Keokuk,  chief  i)f  the  Sacs  and 
Fiixes.  In  his  ytnith  he  was  a  schoolmate 
of  Jiiseph  Smith,  the  ]\[ormon  Prophet,  who 
A\as  killed  at  Carthage,  Illinois,  in  1844, 
and  both  boarded  with  the  former's  uncle, 
Josiah  Stowell.  It  was  there  that  he  o\'er- 
iieard  the  planning  of  the  Mormon  Iiible 
after  the  discovery  of  the  Uram  and 
Thumim.  the  glasses  and  engraved  tablets, 
and  he  used  to  relate  many  interesting  stories 
(if  Smith  and  his  followers.  One  day  he 
fiiuiid  the  prophet  in  the  wnod  house  search- 
ing earnestly.  Smith  explaining  that  he  had 
lost  one  of  the  magic  glasses,  which  he  al- 
leged enabled  the  wearer  to  discover  hidden 
treasures,  as  well  as  to  translate  the  tablets 
of  the  book  of  Mormon.  .Mr.  Stowell  want- 
ed to  kiKnv  why  he  diil  not  take  the  other 
glass  and  fmd  the  one  that  was  lost,  but  re- 
ceived no  satisfactory  reply.  Smith  used  to 
take  his  adherents  out  at  night  and  search 
for  hidden  treasures,  one  of  the  essentials 
being  that  no  word  was  to  be  spoken  during 
the  search.  Often  ^Ir.  Stowell  and  his  com- 
rades who  were  not  under  the  ]>ro]ihet's  in- 
liiicnce.  would  follow  them  and  watch  their 
cndea\'ors,  but  the  charm  would  ahvavs  be 
broken  by  some  incatuions  e-\clamation  on 
the  jiart  of  the  searchers  or  by  interference 
of  the  boys.  .\s  be  overheard  the  planning 
of  the  Mormon  bilile,  Mr.  Stowell  in  later 


years  often  wrmdered  how  Smith  gained  so 
many  followers.  He  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison, 
and  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  became  one  of  its  stanch  supporters. 
His  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth 
and  ability,  often  called  him  to  ofifice.  He 
was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  Yorktown 
township  and  held  that  position  a  number 
of  vears.  He  also  served  as  township  col- 
lector and  school  director,  taking  a  great 
interest  in  educational  matters.  Prior  to 
his  marriage  he  engaged  in  teaching  school 
for  a  number  of  \-ears.  On  account  of  a 
crippled  foot  he  could  never  enter  the  mili- 
tary service  of  bis  country,  but  was  always 
a  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  and  took  a  deep 
and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
lieing  converted  under  the  ministry  of  Rev. 
Barton  Cartwright  in  1855.  He  died  De- 
cember 31,  1899,  li'inored  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him. 

In  Proplietstown,  Illinois,  Lyman  Stow- 
ell was  married,  in  1843,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Leach,  a  native  of  Johnsburg,  \\'arren  coun- 
ty, Xew  York,  who  died  February  22.  1901. 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  By  this 
lurion  were  liorn  four  chlildren :  Caroline, 
born  Feliruarv  2.  1848,  married  S.  L.  Swee- 
ney, and  l)oth  are  now  deceased,  while  their 
family  lives  in  Arkansas;  Emma  Jane,  born 
June  30.  1850,  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Sweeney, 
of  Jewell  Junction,  Iowa;  Wilbur  F.  is  next 
in  order  of  birth;  and  Sarah  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruarv  2(\  1857.  is  the  wife  of  C.  R.  Bur- 
rows, of  Leon,   Illinois. 

Mr.  Stowell.  of  this  re\-iew,  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm  and  throughout  his  active 
business  life  has  engaged  in  its  operation. 
He  is  a  thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist 
and  has  met  with  excellent  success  in  his 
lal)(.n-s.     Besides  the  old  homestead  he  owns 
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a  (|uarter-section  of  land  in  Oklahoma.  On 
the  20th  of  October.  1874.  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  A.  C.  Luther, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children, 
namely:  Harrietta  I.,  born  July  24.  1875.  is 
the  wife  of  S.  S.  Swanson,  who  resides  with 
yir.  Stowell,  and  thev  have  one  child, 
Roland  Xoble,  born  March  6.  i()oo:  and 
Florence  E.,  born  February  1,  1881,  was 
nvirried.  Tune  14,  1899,  to  G.  F.  Da)',  of 
Xew  Carlisle,  Ohio.  They  also  have  an 
adopted  son,  Harold  E.,  born  May  21.  1897. 
Jacob  Luther,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Stowell, 
was  l)orn  on  the  river  Rhine  in  \\'ein])erg, 
Germany,  in  1815,  and  about  1823  came 
to  America  with  his  parents,  Jacob  and 
Louisa  Luther,  locating;  in  Livingston  coun- 
ty, Xew  York.  About  1828  they  removed 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  ten  years  later  came 
to  Illinois,  arriving  in  Chicago  in  the  fall 
of  1838.  They  spent  the  winter  in  that  city, 
ir.  the  heart  of  which  nnid  was  then  knee 
deep,  and  town  lots  could  be  had  for  a  day"s 
work.  1  he  following  spring  the  family 
\vent  to  Lake  county,  and  Jacob  Luther,  Sr., 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  twenty-two 
miles  northwest  of  Chicago,  which  was  en- 
tirely unimproved.  They  were  among  the 
tirst  settlers  of  that  locality.  Later  they 
came  to  Geneseo,  Henry  county,  where  Mrs. 
Stoweirs  grandfather  died.  Her  grand- 
mother died  at  Desplaines,  Illinois.  Their 
children  were  Jacob;  Emeline,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Ott,  of  Yorktown  town- 
ship, and  both  are  now  deceased ;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Jesse  Wilmot,  of  ]\Iissouri;  George, 
deceased,  who  married  Sallie  Scliock,  both 
deceased ;  Peter,  deceased,  who  wedded 
Mary  Miller.  They  formerly  lived  in  York-  ' 
town  township,  though  his  widow  now  re- 
sides in  Iowa ;  John,  deceased,  who  married 
Mary  Fehlman,  a  resident  of  Hooppole; 
William,  who  died  in  California  unmarried; 


David,  who  first  married  Caroline  Erslinger 
and  second  Carcjline  Reig  and  lives  in  Gen- 
eseo; and  Mary  Ann.  who  liecame  the  wife 
oi  Benhart  Wolf  and  both  are  now  deceased. 
Jacob  Luther,  Jr..  the  father  of  ]\Irs. 
Stowell,  was  the  second  settler  in  York- 
town  township,  and  in  those  early  days  was 
a  great  hunter,  being  considered  one  of  the 
licst  shots  in  this  jjart  of  the  country.  He 
often  himted  deer  with  the  Indians.  He  was 
a  millwright  by  trade  and  invented  one  of 
the  first  turbine  wheels  in  the  United  States. 
Diu'ing  his  residence  in  Yorktown  town- 
ship, lie  lived  on  section  t,[.  in  what  is  known 
as  Hooppole.  In  1856  he  removed  to  Gen- 
seo,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  for  a  year,  and  then  went  to  Rome. 
Jones  county,  Iowa,  where  he  made  his 
home  nine  years,  then  moved  to  Anamosa, 
Jones  county.  Iowa,  though  he  died  while 
working  at  his  trade  in  Milwaukee,  W'is- 
C'.nsin,  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  sixt}'-two 
_\-ears.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
n;ime  of  Emeline  'M.  Hawert,  was  born  in 
1812,  and  died  in  March,  1881.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely ;  Mary 
Magdalene,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
}-ears;  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  ^\'ilIiam 

A.  Anderson,  of  Trinidad,  Colorado;  ]Mary, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Louisa, 
wife  of  Eli  Walker,  of  Bosworth,  Missouri; 
Jonathan,  who  was  a  member  of  Compaiw 

B.  Xinth  Iowa  \'olunteer  Infantry  in  the 
Civil  war  antl  died  in  Andersonville  prison ; 
Alfred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years; 
Aaron,  a  physician  of  Clay  county,  Kansas, 
who  married  Ada  Brown;  Lydia  A.  C,  wife 
cf  our  subject;  Henrietta,  deceased  wife  of 
James  Randall,  of  Sigourney,  Iowa;  and 
Sarah  I.,  wife  of  C.  L.  Shaw,  of  Oklahoma. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  found 
in  Mr.  Stowell  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles,  and  he  has  taken  quite  an  intlu- 
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eiitial  part  in  local  politics.  He  has  served 
his  fellow  citizens  as  school  director  nine 
}-ears :  constable  six  years  and  highway  com- 
missioner nine  years,  and  his  official  duties 
have  been  performed  with  a  promptness  and 
fidelity  worthy  of  the  higliest  commenda- 
tion. He  and  hi.s  wife  are  both  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he -is  a  trustee,  while  she  is  a  member 
of  the  official  board.  They  are  worthy  rep- 
resentatives of  two  of  the  oldest  and  most 
honcired  families  of  Yorktown  township, 
and  well  merit  the  high  regard  in  which 
thev  are  held. 


ST.\RKS  X.  BARKER. 

The  subject  oi  this  review  is  one  of  the 
representative  business  men  and  prominent 
citizens  of  Annawan,  Illinois,  dating  his  resi- 
dence here  from  1859.  He  is  a  native  of 
tht  Empir«  state,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  the  town  of  Albion,  Oswego  county,  Xew 
York,  January  i,  1835.  The  first  of  the 
Barker  family  to  come  to  America  was  a 
native  of  Wales  and  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Boston,  ■\Iassacluisetts.  and  from  him 
the  several  branches  of  the  family  now  scat- 
tered throughout  the  country  are  descended. 

Ebenezer  Barker,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Bridgewater,  New  York. 
Xo\-ember  17,  1800,  a  son  of  Ebenezer  and 
I'ollv  (Buellong)  Barker,  who  reared  a 
family  of  twelve  sons.  Our  subject's  father 
and  grandfather  were  blacksmiths  by  trade, 
and  the  former  followed  that  occupation 
near  Watertown,  Xew  York,  for  some  years. 
About  twenty  years  before  his  death  he  re- 
mo\ed  to  Baraboo,  Wisconsin,  wdiere  he 
])assed  away  January  2.  1881.  He  was  mar- 
ried June  22,  1823,  to  ^liss  Clarissa  ]\I. 
Starks,  who  was    born    in    -Massachusetts. 


^larch  12,  1805,  and  departed  this  life  Sep- 
tember 15,  1879.  They  were  the  parents  of 
tliirteen  children,  namely:  Polly  B.,  born 
Ma}-  2^.  1824,  married  S.  W.  Finster,  and 
tliey  spent  most  of  their  lives  in  X'ew  York, 
Imt  died  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  their  re- 
mains being  interred  at  Pulaski,  X^ew  York : 
Clarissa  M.,  born  September  25,  1825,  is  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Van  Sice,  of  Englewood,  Illi- 
nois:  Susan,  born  August  21,  1827,  is  the 
vi'idow  of  Benjamin  Bart  and  a  resident  of 
BeKille.  Xew  York;  ]\Iary  A.,  born  Febru- 
ary I.  1829.  died  in  infancy;  Electa  J.,  born 
Januar\-  31.  1830,  married  Henry  Brewster, 
of  Xew  York,  and  is  now  deceased;  Eliza 
C,  born  July  22.  1832.  is  also  deceased; 
Starkb  X.  is  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Sarah  A., 
born  Mav  2,  1837,  is  the  widow  of  Osman 
Jones  and  a  resident  of  X"ew  York  state; 
John,  l)orn  ^larch  29,  1839,  died  in  Bara- 
boo. Wisconsin;  Harriet  A.,  born  January 
II,  1842,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Barton,  of 
Fairfield,  Wisconsin;  Francis  X..  born 
January  21.  1844,  tl'ed  in  Idaho;  G.  Scott, 
born  October  30.  1846,  died  at  the  age  of 
two  vears:  \\'illiam  L.,  born  September  14, 
1850.  is  a  resident  of  Denver,  Colorado. 

In  earlv  life  Starks  X'.  Barker  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade  with  his  father,  and 
remained  v.ith  his  parents  until  1858,  when, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  he  went 
to  Table  Grove,  Fultijii  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  spent  six  months.  He  then  spent 
a  short  time  in  Missouri,  and  on  his  return 
to  Illinois  stopped  at  Kewanee  and  Anna- 
wan.  In  the  fall  of  1858  and  the  follow- 
ing winter  he  taught  school  in  district  Xo. 
I,  about  three  miles  south  of  Annawan. 
having  pre\-iously  followed  that  occupation 
in  Xew  York  for  a  time.  From  March. 
1859,  until  February,  1866,  he  conducted  a 
blacksmith  shop  in  Annawan.  and  then  op- 
ened a  general  sttire  at  the  place  where  he 
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still  carries  on  business,  though  he  has  since 
enlarged  the  building  by  an  addition  in  the 
rear.  He  carries  a  large  and  well-selected 
stock  of  general  merchandise  and  enjoys  a 
liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage. 

Mr.  Barker  was  married,  January  i, 
1862,  to  Miss  Helen  J.  Hartley,  who  was 
born  in  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  November 
2"/,  1840,  a  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Sarah 
(Fritchey)  Hartley.  Her  father  was  born 
m  Pennsylvania.  December  25.  1818.  and 
iier  mother  April  17,  1819.  They  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barker  have  three  children  living,  namely: 
P"rank  S.,  born  December  5,  1864;  Duke 
v.,  JNIarch  17,  1868;  and  Sada  A.,  August 
9,  1875.  All  are  at  home,  and  Duke  F.  is 
with  his  father  in  the  store. 

As  a  Re])ublican  Mr.  Barker  has  ever 
taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local 
politics,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  most 
of  the  county  conventions  of  his  party.  He 
cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  John  C. 
Fremont.  He  has  capably  and  satisfac- 
torily filled  the  offices  of  town  clerk,  school 
treasurer  and  justice  of  the  peace;  and  for 
eight  years  he  ably  represented  his  township 
in  the  board  of  supervisors.  For  a  quarter  of 
a  century  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Free  & 
Accepted  Order  of  ]\lasons,  and  in  his  life 
lias  faithfully  followed  the  teachings  of  that 
benevolent  order. 


JAMES  PARKER. 

Among  the  old  and  honored  residents  of 
Henry  count}-  was  the  late  James  Parker, 
whose  home  was  on  section  i.  Cornwall 
township.  A  native  of  England,  he  was 
born    in    Boothtown,  near  Halifax,  York- 


shire, November  28,  18 16,  and  was  a  son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Scott)  Parker,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  In  his 
native  land  he  followed  the  occupation  of  an 
engineer. 

In  1855  Mr.  Parker  took  passage  on  a 
vessel  at  Liverpool,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
three  weeks  landed  in  New  York.  A  week 
later  he  reached  Sheffield,  Illinois,  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  in  this  state 
throughout  life.  Before  leaving  England  he 
had  purchased  eighty  acres  of  unbroken 
land  on  section  i,  Cornwall  township,  this 
county,  through  his  brother-in-law,  and  soon 
after  his  arrival  here  he  took  up  his  residence 
thereon.  To  it  he  added  until  at  one  time  he 
had  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  all 
under  cultivation  with  the  exception  of  twen- 
ty-eight acres  of  timberland.  He  never  had 
occasion  to  regret  his  immigration  to  Amer- 
ica, for  here  he  prospered,  becoming  one  of 
the  well-to-do  and  substantial  men  of  his 
community,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  citizens.  He  cast  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  continued 
to  affiliate  with  the  Republican  party 
throughout  life,  supporting  \\'illiam  McKin- 
ley  in  1896.  He  capably  filled  the  offices  of 
road  commissioner  and  school  director,  but 
never  cared  for  political  honors,  j^referring 
to  give  his  unckvided  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness interests. 

Mr.  Parker  was  married  in  England 
prior  to  coming  to  the  new  world,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Sarah  Prince,  a  na- 
tive of  that  country  and  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Reliecca  Prince,  who  were  also 
born  there.  Thirteen  children  blessed  this 
union,  namely:  Eliza,  born  INIay  5.  1836, 
is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Crosby,  Kewanee, 
Illinois;  George,  born  March  21,  1838,  died 
May  6,  1839;  Fanny,  born  April  16,  1839, 
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died  in  infancy:  Fergus,  born  ilay  3,  1S41. 
ser\'ed  tlu-ee  years  as  a  member  of  Company 
G.  Xinth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  lost  his  health 
in  the  ami}',  dying  October  5,  1866,  leaving" 
a  wife  and  one  tlaughter,  ^Mar}-  E..  mar- 
ried and  living  at  Denver,  Colorado;  George 
P.,  born  March  i,  1843,  married  AHce 
Henry  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Shenan- 
doah, Iowa;  Priscilla,  born  ^lay  5,  1845, 
is  the  wife  of  John  Bowen,  of  Kewanee,  Illi- 
nois: Lucy,  born  June  12,  1847,  *^isd  Octo- 
ber _'i,  1855:  Ruse  A.,  born  August  16, 
1849.  is  the  wife  of  Francis  E.  Morey,  of 
Kewanee  township,  this  count}':  Rol)ert, 
born  Decemlier  2.  1851,  married  Ella  Work- 
man and  lives  in  Atkinson;  Mary  E.,  born 
August  31.  1853,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  ]\I. 
Kerr,  of  Walunt,  Iowa;  Alice  M.,  born  Sep- 
tember 4,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  John  Galvin, 
of  Walnut.  Iowa:  James,  born  July  22,  1859, 
ij  mentioned  lielow;  and  John  T.,  born  Au- 
gust 31.  1803,  died  January  12,  1866.  On 
the  3d  of  January,  190!,  the  father  of  these 
children  pa.-sed  away  after  a  lingering  illness 
of  three  months,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Fair- 
\iew  cemetery  by  the  side  of  his  wife,  who 
(lied  ]\Iarch  16,  1892.  They  stood  high  in 
the  community  where  they  so  long  made 
their  home,  and  those  who  knew  them  best 
were  numbered  among  their  warmest  friends. 
James  Parker,  Jr.,  son  of  our  subject, 
was  Ijorn  on  the  okl  homestead  in  Corn- 
wall township  where  he  still  resides,  and 
\\as  educated  in  the  local  schools.  As  soon 
as  (lid  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  he 
commenced  to  aid  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
and  on  attaining  his  majority  rented  a  por- 
tion of  the  place.  J^ater  he  purchased  land 
from  his  father  and  now  owns  three  hun- 
dred and  titty  acres.  He  was  married,  De- 
ceml)er  9,  1880,  to  -Vliss  Mary  A.  Arkland. 
v>ho  was  lj(jrn  in  Canada,  September  7,  1859, 


and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Babel  G..  born  December  18.  1881. 
is  ni.iw  attending  the  high  school  of  Ke- 
uanee:  and  Chester  L.,  born  Xovember  14. 
1883.  Dessie  L..  born  April  24,  1885,  and 
John  W.,  born  August  18,  1886,  are  all  at- 
tending the  home  school.  John  and  Sarah 
(  Ellis)  Arkland,  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Parker, 
were  natives  of  Canada,  from  which  coun- 
try they  came  to  the  United  States  in  1864, 
locating  in  Annawan,  this  county.  The 
father,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  died 
in  1879,  and  was  buried  in  Fairview  cem- 
eter\-,  Init  the  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Atkinson.  They  had 
h\-e  children  of  whom  IMrs.  Parker  is  the 
oldest,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Sarah 
Minerva,  born  October  30,  i860,  lives  with 
her  mother  in  Atkinson;  Richard  D.,  born 
February  24.  1865,  wedded  ]\Iary  E.  Kel- 
sey,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Cal- 
houn county,  Iowa;  John  Ouincy  died  in 
Nebraska;  Samuel,  born  September  6,  1874, 
married  Sarah  Stagner  and  follows  farm- 
ing in  Cornwall  township,  this  county. 

Politically  James  Parker,  Jr.,  is  also- 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  his 
fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and 
ability  for  office,  have  called  upon  him  to 
serve  as  school  director,  supervisor  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  Fraternally  he  is'  an  hon- 
ored memljer  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
Camp,  Xo.  118.  of  .-Vtkinson,  and  the  Royal 
Neighbors  of  America,  of  which  latter  order 
Mrs.  Parker  is  also  a  member. 


AX  DREW  S^IITH. 

This  well-known  farmer,  who  is  now  ef- 
ficiently serving  as  supervisor  of  Loraine 
townsliip,  was  born  in  Rhine  Baden,  Ger- 
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many,  July  20,  1842,  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Margaret  (Worth)  Smith,  Ijotli  of  wliom 
were  natixes  of  the  same  province.  Through- 
out the  greater  part  of  his  hfe  tiie  father 
engaged  in  mining  iron  ore,  and  died  in 
1856,  at  the  age  of  tifty-two  years.  His 
V  ife  passed  away  six  months  previous  at  the 
same  age.  Of  their  five  chikh-en  three 
reached  maturity,  namely :  Margaret,  a  res- 
ident of  Loraine  township,  this  county,  and 
widow  of  Joseph  Trinkic,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  this  locality;  Andrew,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Mathias,  who  married  Lena  Lane 
and  lives  in  Johnson,  Nebraska. 

I\Ir.  Smith  of  this  review  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  land,  where  he  contin- 
ued tt)  make  his  home  until  the  fall  of  i860, 
when  he  sailed  from  Ha\re,  France,  for  Xcw 
\  ork,  in  company  with  his  younger  brother, 
Mathias.  The  voyage  lasted  thirty-six  days, 
during  which  they  encountered  three  storms, 
but  our  subject  was  never  sea-sick.  On 
landing  in  this  country  he  was  unable  to 
speak  a  word  of  English.  He  remained  in 
New  York  city  from  Friday  until  the  follow- 
ing jMonday,  and  then  started  for  Chicago 
by  railroad,  but  it  then  recjuired  a  week  to 
make  the  trip.  He  spent  one  week  in  the 
latter  city,  during  which  time  he  carried  a 
ton  of  coal  up  four  flights  of  stairs  for  sev- 
enty-five cents,  but  found  no  other  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Smith  then  came  to  Henry  county, 
where  his  mother's  sister  was  living,  and  re- 
mained with  her  and  her  husband  until  the 
following  April,  when  he  commenced  work 
for  Jacob  Barnhart  at  seven  dollars  per 
month,  but  at  the  end  of  the  first  month 
his  wages  were  raised  to  eight  dollars.  He 
remained  with  that  gentleman  for  nine 
months,  and  then  attended  school  for  a 
month  and  a  half,  after  which  he  worked 


for  George  Ester  one  summer  for  thirteen 
dollars  per  month.  During  the  following 
five  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Joseph 
Arnett  and  then  rented  a  farm  in  Loraine 
township  one  year. 

On  the  2d  of  ^Nlarch,  1868,  :\lr.  Smith 
was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss  ^Slary  Ar- 
nett, who  was  born  in  Whiteside  county, 
Illinois.  Her  parents,  Jacob  and  Charlotte 
(Summers)  Arnett,  were  natives  of  Lo- 
raine, France,  and  Montheim,  Germany,  re- 
spectively, and  were  young  when  they  came 
with  their  parents  to  this  country,  locating 
in  I'ennsylvania,  where  their  marriage  was 
celebrated.  They  continued  to  make  their 
home  there  for  a  few  years,  and  in  1835  went 
to  Chicago  by  way  of  the  Great  Lakes. 
There  Mr.  Arnett  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  what  is  now  the  heart  of  the  city. 
Later  he  walked  to  Whiteside  county  and 
took  up  a  tract  of  government  land  near 
Portland,  on  which  he  and  his  family  subse- 
quently located.  Their  first  home  was  a 
log  cabin  of  one  room,  and  for  some  time 
Mr.  Arnett  hauled  all  his  grain  either  to 
Chicago  or  Galena  with  oxen.  He  was  one 
of  the  men  who  went  to  California  during 
the  gold  excitement  in  1849  and  there  en- 
gaged in  teaming  for  about  two  years  with 
good  success.  The  trip  to  the  Pacific  coast 
was  made  with  ox  teams  and  consumed  six 
months,  but  after  disposing  of  his  business 
there,  he  returned  to  Illinois  by  the  Panama 
route  to  New  York.  For  twenty  years 
thereafter  he  engaged  in  farming,  but  his 
last  days  were  spent  in  retirement  from  ac- 
ti\-e  labor  at  Geneseo,  where  he  died  May 
II,  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years. 
His  wife  died  August  27,  1881,  at  the  a'ge 
of  sixty-six.  He  was  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  enterprising  farmers  of  White- 
side county,  and  owned  over  one  thousand 
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acres  (if  wiluahle  land.  In  his  family  were 
tlie  following-  named  children  :  Louis,  a  res- 
ilient of  Portland  township,  Whiteside  coun- 
ty: Samuel,  a  retired  citizen  of  Geneseo; 
Philip,  also  a  resident  of  Whiteside  county; 
^lary,  wife  of  our  subject;  Albert,  a  farmer 
of  North  Platte,  Nebraska;  Clara,  wife  of 
Abraham  Rapp,  of  Loraine  township,  Henry 
county;  and  Otilla,  wife  of  Charles  Alber. 
of  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been 
born  eight  children  :  ( i )  Albert  A.,  a  farmer 
of  South  Dakota,  married  Lola  Crommett 
of  Lodi,  that  state,  antl  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Alilo  and  .\rnett.  {2)  Otilla  R.,  is 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Oberle,  Jr.,  of  Loraine 
township,  this  county,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Floyd  and  Lottie.  (3)  Lotta  S. 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Roos,  a  farmer  of  Lo- 
raine township.  (4)  Frank  W.  married 
Millie  Urick  and  now  holds  the  position  of 
receiving  clerk  in  the  penitentiary  at  Joliet, 
Illinois.  (5)  Flora  B.  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Heller,  of  Loraine  township,  and  they 
have  two  children,  .Mva  and  Pearl.  (6) 
Bernice  I.  is  the  wife  of  \'ader  Lansford,  of 
Loraine  township,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Marie  and  Leslie.  (7)  Alden  A.  aids 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 
(8)  Matt  Henry  is  taking  a  literary  course 
in  the  Geneseo  Seminary. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  rented 
the  Joseph  Arnett  farm  for  two  years  more, 
and  then  bought  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres 
(jf  land  on  .section  21,  Loraine  township,  on 
which  had  previously  been  built  a  one  room 
cottage  and  a  log  stable.  He  has  since  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  on  section  16  and  forty 
acres  on  section  3,  so  that  he  now  owns  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.     In  connection  with  general 


frnMumg  he  is  successtully  engaged  m  rais- 
ing and  feeding  stock  for  market. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church  at  Hooppole,  Yorktown  township, 
and  fratenialh'  is  connected  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  while  his  wife  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Home  Forum^  In 
political  sentim'ent  he  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, and  has  creditably  and  acceptably  tilled 
several  local  offices.  He  has  ser\ed  as 
school  director  several  years;  as  school 
treasurer  about  ten  years;  as  road  commis- 
sioner si.x  years;  and  since  1888  has  been 
supervisor  of  Loraine  township.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  equalization  committee 
some  time,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  edu- 
cational committee.  He  is  now  ser\'ing  as 
ditch  commissioner,  and  is  treasurer  of  the 
big  slough  drainage  district. 


PETER  A.  PETERSON. 

This  thrifty  and  enterprising  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  26,  Western  township,  has 
made  his  home  in  Henry  county  since  1852, 
He  was  born  in  Sweden,  on  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, 1844,  and  is  a  son  of  C.  J.  and  Anna 
Louise  (Rosenmiller)  Peterson,  also  na- 
tives of  that  country:  The  father  w-as  born 
ill  1815,  and  in  early  life  followed  farming 
iij  Sweden,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  after  the  birth  of  three  of  his 
children,  namely:  Christine,  a  widow  living 
in  Missouri:  ,\nn  Matilda,  who  is  keeping 
liouse  for  our  subject;  and  Peter  .V.,  of  this 
re\-iew.  Two  other  children  were  adtlcd  to 
the  family  after  coming  to  this  country, 
these  being  Lotta,  wife  of  A.  G.  Samuelson, 
of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  by  wdiom  she  has  five 
sons,  Ernest,  W^alter,  Sherman,  Edwin  and 
Elmer  G. ;  and  G.  H.,  who  after  his  mar- 
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ria,y;e  owned  and  (ii)cratcd  tlie  nld  liomestead, 
wliere  lie  dietl  in  189J.  Of  liis  four  cliildreii 
Carl  Hem-}-  died  at  tiie  age  of  two  years, 
while  Artluu-  A..  Cora  and  X'ellie  are  still 
living.  It  was  in  iS4(;  that  'the  father 
hn.ught  his  family  to  the  new  wurld,  ;.nd 
after  sjiending  ahout  three  }'ears  in  Warren 
county,  I'ennsyKania,  he  came  to  ilcnry 
county,  Illinois,  making  the  journey  by 
team,  lie  located  on  section  35,  Western 
townshii),  where  he  opened  up  and  improved 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  making  it  his  home 
until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1897.  His  wife 
died  J;uuiary  1,  1880,  and  the  remains  of 
both  were  interred  in  .\n(lo\-er  cemeiery. 

Peter  .\.  Peterson  was  only  fiv;  y-ars 
old  when  brought  bv  his  parents  to  tliis 
country,  and  in  1852  he  came  with  them  to 
Henry  county,  wdiere  he  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  home  farm,  his  education  being  obtained 
in  the  local  schools.  He  remained  w-tli  his 
father  until  he  attained  his  majority,  .ind 
then  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a  far- 
mer upon  a  tract  of  forty  acres,  which  he 
broke,  fenced  and  improved,  erecting  there- 
on a  small  house,  which  he  has  since  remod- 
eled and  enlarged.  He  has'  also  built  a  nice 
large  barn  with  a  basement,  has  erected 
outbuildings  and  set  out  fruit  and  forest  trees 
which  add  greatly  to  the  attractive  appear- 
ance of  the  place.  He  has  purchased  more 
land  from  time  to  time  and  now  has  a  val- 
ual)le  farm  of  one  hundre<l  and  fifty-seven 
acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  raises  and  fattens  cattle  for  the 
market,  .shipping  one  car  load  each  year,  be- 
sides a  large  number  of  hogs.  To  his  in- 
dustr}-,  enterprise  and  good  management 
n:ay  be  attributed  his  success  in  life,  and  he 
is  now  numbered  among  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  his  coinmunity. 


Politically  Mr.  Peterson  has  been  a  life- 
long Republican,  casting  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  .Vbraham  Lincoln  in  1864,  but 
he  has  never  cared  for  official  honors.  As 
an  advocate  of  good  .schools  and  competent 
teachers,  he  efficiently  served  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  was  also  district  clerk  for  .some  years. 
Religiouslv  he  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 


CARL  GUTSCHLAG. 

Carl  Gutschlag,  residing  at  No.  331 
South  Elliott  street,  is  a  well  known  brick 
layer  of  Kewanee  and  is  now  efficiently  serv- 
ing as  alderman  from  the  fifth  w-ard.  He 
was  born  near  Brandenburg,  Germany,  Au- 
gust 5,  1858.  a  son  of  Carl  and  Louisa 
(iutschlag,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
that  couiitry.  The  father,  who  was  a  laborer 
by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six 
years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  thirty-six. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  childhood,  the  others  being 
Carl,  our  subject;  Louisa,  wife  of  Herman 
Gleich,  of  Kewanee;  William,  a  resident  of 
Germany:  and  August  and  Gustav,  both  of 
Kewanee. 

Carl  (hitschlag  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  land,  and  was  twenty-four  years 
of  age  when  he  emigrated  to  .Vmerica  in  com- 
pany with  his  cousin.  Christian  CrumstofY, 
he  being  the  first  of  the  family  to  cross  the 
Atlantic.  On  landing  in  New  York,  he 
proceeded  at  once  to  Kewanee,  Illinois.  In 
early  life  he  had  learned  the  brick  layer's 
trade  in  Germany,  completing  his  appren- 
ticeship at  the  pge  of  seventeen  years,  and 
after  working  as  a  journeyman  for  a  time, 
he  began  taking  contracts.     For    the    past 
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seven  years  he  has  engaged  in  business  on  his 
(iwn  account  and  has  erected  several  of  the 
large  l)uil(lings  in  l\e\\ance  and  the  sur- 
ronn<Hng  country. 

On  the  -'4th  ui  Fchruary,  1S87.  Mv.  (hit- 
scidag  was  luiitcd  in  marriage  with  i\Ii'ss 
Mary  Deutscliland,  wlio  was  born  in  Ger- 
man}- in  1863,  but  was  only  a  year  old  when 
brought  tu  the  United  States  by  her  parents. 
\\'illiam  and  Caroline  (Keuter)  Deutscli- 
land. The  faniil}-  located  in  Kewanee  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  the  mother  is  still 
living  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  but 
the  father  died  December  4,  1893,  ^t  the  age 
of  seventy-two.  They  had  six  children, 
namely:  \\'il]iam,  a  farmer  of  Kewanee 
township;  Minnie  and  Louisa,  wlm  l)uth  died 
in  infancy;  Amelia,  a  resident  of  Kewanee; 
Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Albert,  who 
died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years. 
The  children  Ixirn  to  :\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Gut- 
schlag  were  Lenora  ^L.  William  F.  C,  Louis 
T.  and  Margaret  C.  all  living;  nm\  Paul 
R.,  who  died  in  April,  ]8o9,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  months. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gutsclilag  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Evangelical  Church  and 
he  is  a  stanch  sujjporter  of  the  Deniocratit 
party  and  its  principles.  In  April,  i8c>9.  he 
was  elected  alderman  from  his  ward  for  a 
term  of  two  years,  and  has  filled  tliat  posi- 
tion in  a  most  creditable  and  satisfactory 
manner. 


XELS  F.  ANDERSON. 

1  his  well-known  and  prominent  lawyer 
of  Galva,  Illinois,  was  born  in  the  southern 
j.art  of  Sweden.  F\'brnary  11,  1858,  a  son  of 
Nels  and  Maria  (Kolokowski)  Anderson, 
who  were  also  born  in  Sweden,  though  the 


latter's  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  well-edu- 
cated man  and  a  lumber  merchant  of  his  na- 
tive land.  In  1S71  he  brought  his  family  to 
America  and  settled  in  Greene,  Iowa,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  On  coming  to 
this  country  he  was  well  situated  financial- 
ly, and  throughout  his  business  career  met 
with  excellent  success.  Rehgiously  he  was  an 
acti\e  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Cluu'ch,  and  ga\e  liberallv  to  its  support. 
He  died  in  i88r,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1894. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living,  name- 
ly:  Nelson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Chris- 
tine, a  grailuate  of  Ann  Arbor  Lhiiversity 
and  now  a  ph_\>ician  of  Detroit,  Michigan; 
-\ntlrew  ^^^,  who  was  educated  at  Knox 
College,  Galesburg,  and  is  now  station  agent 
for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad 
Com])any  at  Lake  Elmo,  Minnesota;  F.  E., 
a  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor  University  and  an 
attorney  of  Tacoma,  \\'ashington ;  Otto,  also 
a  graduate  of  Ann  .\rbor  University  and  a 
dentist  of  Stillwaler,  Minnesota;  Theodore, 
a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  University,  and  a 
resident  of  Tacoma,  Washington;  Hannah, 
ari  artist  of  Chicago,  who  pursued  a  literary 
course  at  the  Chicago  l'ni\ersit}-,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution;  and  Cor- 
nelius, who  was  graduated  from  Knox 
College,  Galesburg.  and  is  now  studying 
medicine  at  the  Northwestern  Aledical  Col- 
lege of  Chicago. 

The  earU-  education  of  Nels  F.  Anderson 
was  o|)t,-iined  in  a  Latin  school  in  Sweden, 
lie  ,-iccoiii]i;uiied  his  ])arents  (ju  their  enii- 
gr.-ition  to  the  new  world  and  remained  with 
llicni  until  he  had  comiilcted  his  education. 
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Ill  1S77  lit'  entered  Knox  College,  where  he 
])ursued  a  lilerar\'  course  and  was  graduated 
in  iS8j.  He  took  a  jM-eparatory  course  at 
the  law  school  of  tiie  L'nion  College  of  Law 
in  Chicago,  where  he  was  a  student  for  one 
year,  and  for  eighteen  months  thereafter  he 
read  law  with  Thomas  V..  .Milchrist.  now 
state  senator.  After  his  admission  to  the 
har  in  18S6  he  remained  in  Chicago  until  the 
following  year,  and  then  went  to  Salina.Kan- 
ass.  where  he  opened  an  office  and  engaged 
in  the  i)ractice  of  his  profession  for  three 
\ears.  In  1 890  he  came  to  Galva,  and  has 
since  had  his  office  at  his  present  location. 
He  has  accumulated  a  very  complete  and 
valuable  law  library,  and  has  built  up  a  large 
and  lucrative  i)ractice  which  is  constantly 
increasing. 

In  1889  Mr.  .Vnderson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  May  Winn  Williams, 
who  was  born  in  Henry,  Illinois,  in  1863,  a 
daughter  of  \\'illiam  Potter  and  Petronella 
(Hoagland)  Williams.  Her  mother  died  in 
1894.  and  her  father,  who  was  by  occupa- 
tion a  farmer,  is  now  living  in  Henry.  They 
had  five  chiklren.  namely:  Kate  Esmond, 
a  resident  of  Newburg,  New  York;  Archie, 
a  farmer  of  Henry,  Illinois;  Bessie,  at  home; 
Anetta  Wiley,  of  Utica.  Illinois;  and 
Ma\'  Winn,  wife  of  our  subject.  Air,  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  have  four  children:  Leland 
H..  born  in  1891;  Sumner  B.,  1895;  Richard 
Stanlew  1897;  and  Nelson  Paul,  1899.  The 
family  own  a  pleasant  home  in  Galva. 

Since  1890  Mr.  Anderson  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
most  creditably  and  acceptably  ser\ed  as 
village  attorney  for  eight  years.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  school  board  during  the 
erection  of  the  new  school  buihling  in  Galva, 
and  served  on  the  building  committee.  He 
has  always  Iieen  a  strong  advocate  of  those 


enterprises  which  he  believed  would  lienefit 
his  adopted  town  and  county,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  a  valuable  citizen  of  the  community. 
,\s  a  successful  attorney  he  had  made  for 
himself  an  envialile  reputation.  ,ind  in  i8i;7 
he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  cir- 
cuit judge.  His  name  has  also  ai)peared  on 
his  ]iarty  ticket  for  other  county  offices.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  both  of  Galva,  wdiile  religiously 
his  wife  holds  meml)ership  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  he  is  a  .supporter  of  the 
s;.me. 


GEORGE  H.JOHXSOX. 

Among  the  representatixe  citizens  and 
])rominent  farmers  of  Andover  township  is 
George  H.  Johnson,  whose  home  is  on  sec- 
tiiai  31.  He  was  born  in  that  township  on 
the  22nd  of  February,  1849,  and  is  a  son 
of  Gu.stus  and  Caroline  (Swanson)  Johnson, 
both  natives  of  Sweden,  the  former  born 
Octolier  24,  1824.  the  latter  in  18 19.  Our 
subject's  paternal  grandfather,  who  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  spent  his  entire  life 
in  that  country,  but  the  maternal  grandfa- 
ther crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  located  in 
Henry  county.  Illinois,  where  the  last  seven 
vears  of  his  life  were  passed.  He  followed 
farming  after  the  primitive  metliods  with  a 
Swedish  grub  hoe.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  the  only  one  of  his  family  to  come 
to  America,  but  Gustus  Johnson  had  two 
sisters  and  one  brother  wdio  emigrated  to 
America,  these  being  Jonas  Peter,  wdio  is 
still  living  in  Xebraska  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  vears:  Christine,  who  married  Carl 
e'arlson  and  both  died  of  cliolera  in  1832; 
and  ]\Iar\-,  who  wedded  S.  Stephenson  and 
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iliL-(l  in  Anders.. n  t..\vnsli 
IitT  Inisliauil  is  imw  li\i 
..f  And.ivcv. 

Custus  [..Inisim.  the  father  ..f  ..ur  snh- 
ject.  fiilliiwcil  farniint^'  in  his  nati\e  lan.l  nn- 
li:  after  his  marriage  ami  then  came  t.i  tlie 
new  wi.rld  in  1.S41S.  He  was  ..ne  ..f  the  first 
ti;  locate  .m  the  prairie  in  An(!.i\er  t.iwn- 
ship,  Henry  cunity,  lllini.is.  His  hrst  |)ur- 
chase  consisted  .if  .mly  ten  acres,  t.)  which  he 
later  added  thirt}-  acres,  making-  forty  acres 
in  the  h.ime  place,  where  Dur  sul\ject  now 
resides.  He  erected  theron  a  lo.g  caliin, 
V,  iiich  is  n.iw  crnmhling  away.  As  he  snc- 
ceeded  in  his  farming  operations  he  kept  add- 
ing t. .  his  land  until  he  <jwned  fi.ur  hundred 
and  eight\"  acres  in  tliis  coiintv  and  .me 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Kansas.  This 
pro])erty  he  divided  among  his  children  he- 
fi.re  his  death.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  engaged  in  raising  cattle,  horses 
and  h.igs.  and  met  with  success  in  tliat  en- 
terprise. The  Repuhlican  party  always  f.iund 
in  him  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles, 
hut  he  would  never  accept  .".ffice.  He  alwavs 
t.)ok  an  actix'e  interest  in  church  work,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church,  with  which  he  held  mem- 
ber.ship  until  after  the  completion  of  their 
h.iuse  of  worshi])  in  .An.l.  iver.  when  he  with- 
drew an.l  joine.l  the  Meth.Klist  E])isc..])al 
Church,  which  he  als,,  assisted  in  l.uil.ling 
up.  lie  .lied  ..n  the  ..1<1  h.miestea.l  Aj.ril 
-'4,  1895.  an.l  the  m.>ther  .)f  .>ur  subject 
passed  away  there  hi  1873. 

Of  the  ten  children  born  to  this  worthy 
.-.mple  three  did  in  inf.-uicy.  Th.,se  who 
re.iche.l  vears  of  m.alurily  were  (ie..rge  II. , 
of  this  re\iew:  .Mary  hdleu.  wife  .  d'  (  uist 
An(lers..n.  who  lives  ..n  tlie  An. lover  mad^ 
L..uisa.  who  married  K.  Anderson  an.l  die.! 
ii!    fx'an.sas   in     i,X.>.;;    hjnilv,     who    .lied   in 


187.),  unniarrie.I;  .\n.lrew.  a  resi.lent  of  .\n- 
.l.iver  township:  Mrs.  Laura  A.  Mo.,rc.  of 
San  Diego,  Calif.M-nia:  Mrs.  Celia  Moscn- 
feldt,  a  widow  living  in  that  state:  an.l  Ju- 
lia, wife  ni  J..hii  Lee,  als.i  ..f  C:difornia. 
The  chil.Iren  were  all  b..rn,  reare.l  an.l  e.lu- 
cate.l  in  this  comity,  but  since  their  mar- 
riage they  ha\e  became  widely  scattere.l. 

During  his  boyhood  George  H.  Johns.)n 
attended  the  district  schools  of  Andover 
township,  but  his  educational  privileges 
were  rather  limited,  as  he  was  required  to 
assist  his  father  in  the  support  of  the  family, 
being  the  eldest  of  the  children.  The  knowl- 
edge he  olitained  in  school,  however,  has 
lieen  greatly  supplemented  bj^  reading  good 
literature  in  later  }ears.  He  remained  at 
di.  >me  until  he  attained  his  majority  and  then 
starte.l  .Hit  in  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer, 
meeting  with  success  from  the  beginning. 

1871  Mr.  J.ihnson  married  Miss  Eng-- 
str. mi.  who  was  b.irn  in  Sweden  in  1851,  a 
daughter  .)f  Swan  and  L.niisa  ( Sunberg) 
Engstr.mi.  Her  father  died  in  Sweden,  and 
ip  1856  her  wi.l.iwed  mother  came  t.i  Amer- 
ica, l:)ringing  with  her  their  fi\'e  children, 
namely  :  P2ric,  w  ho  died  in  Minnesota ;  Eliza- 
beth,wife  of  Alex  Isaacson,  of  Boone  county, 
Iowa:  Christine,  wife  of  Charles  Johnson, 
of  Lynn  t.>wnsliip:  I'lllen,  deceased;  and 
.\iinie.  wife  of  our  subject.  The  children 
were  e.lucale.l  in  the  .listrict  sch.iols  but 
ha.l  little  .i])]). >rtunitv  to  avail  themselves  .if 
it.-,  privileges.  The  in.ither  made  her  h.mie 
with  them  until  her  death,  which  .iccurred 
in  Linn  towiishi]). 

Cut..  Mr.  an.l  Airs.  J.ihnson  have  been 
li..ni  eight  chil.Iren.  as  f.iL.ws:  |),,ra  is  the 
wife  .if  (.ilbert  Samuels.m.  .if  O.sco  town- 
slii]i,  an.l  they  lia\e  tw..  chil.Iren.  Grace  and 
1  lerliert.  Delia  is  the  wife  of  William  Sam- 
uels.m. .if  .\n.l.i\er  towuslii|).  and  they  have 
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two  cliildrcn,  Lester  ami  (iladys.  AIiudu 
assists  his  father  in  tlie  work  of  the  liome 
farm.  .Mahel  is  the  wife  of  Xettleton  Burg- 
son,  who  lives  in  Lynn  township,  near  Lynn 
Center.  W'allaee,  George  Harrison.  Inez 
ami  Kuth  are  all  at  home.  They  have  all 
received  good  common  school  educations, 
and  the  oldest  son  took  a  collegiate  course 
at  Moline. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Johnsun  located 
on  section  25,  Lynn  township,  where  he 
owned  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
and  as  a  stock  raiser  and  farmer  he  has  had 
a  \ery  successful  career.  He  continued  his 
residence  in  Lynn  townsiiip  until  1897,  when 
he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  on  section 
31,  Andover  township,  consisting  of  two 
hundred  acres.  He  purchased  the  interests 
of  the  other  heirs  in  this  place,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  it  in  the  family.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  raising  Poland  China  hogs, 
short  horn  cattle  and  shire  and  Xorman 
horses,  and  has  always  carried  off  several 
premiums  at  the  county  fairs  where  he  has 
exhil)ited  his  stock.    In  1900  he  recei\ed  the 


haiuicr  fur  draft  horses.  He  is  also  inter- 
ested in  sheep  raising.  He  still  owns  three 
hundred  and  sixtv  acres  of  l.antl  on  sections 
25  and  j(),  Lynn  township,  besides  the  old 
homestead  of -two  hundred  acres  on  sections 
31  and  3.2  .\ndo\er  township,  and  has  been 
wonderfully  successful  in  business  affairs. 
He  has  made  many  useful  and  valuable  im- 
pro\ements  upon  these  places. 

In  his  political  affiliations  .Mr.  JohnM)n 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  has  taken  <|Uite 
an  acti\e  and  prominent  part  in  puljlic  af- 
fairs. He  is  president  of  the  township 
central  committee;  was  supervisor  of  Lynn 
township  five  years;  and  was  school  direc- 
tor during  his  entire  residence  there,  and 
since  his  return  to  Andover  township  has  fill- 
ed that  office  here.  He  is  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  State  Bank  of  Orion,  and  is  very 
])rominent  and  influential  both  in  business 
and  political  circles.  He  is  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  of 
W'oodhull. 
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